
1 

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the                p.3                  

Wangal people of the Eora Nation   

 News from St Paul’s        p.5 

 Thank you from the trading table  p.10 

 ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’                p.11  

 Donations and Bequests                   p.17 

 Radicalism mixed with openness: p.22             

how Desmond Tutu used his gifts                    

to help end Apartheid    

 Failure is something to be               p.25     

celebrated 

 Mixed-ecology-church-why-          p. 28 

definitions-matter 

    And Much More... 

    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 1st August 2021 

   Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am   Said Eucharist (with hymns)  

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir) 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest, 

Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee in 

the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



3 

Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  
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Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

2 Samuel 11.26-12.13a       The First Reading    2 Samuel 18.5-9,14,31-33                                    

Ps 51.1-12                           The Psalm               Ps 130                                                                         

Ephesians 4.1-16                 The Epistle              Ephesians 4.(17-24) 25-5.2                  

John 6.24-35                       The Gospel           John 6.35, 41-51 
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My Dear Friends, 

I sincerely hope that you are all well. 

I assure you of my love and prayers as we live through these                    

challenging times. I thank God for each of you and I pray that God will 

bless you and keep you. 

All the way through the pandemic, that has now been impacting on the 

global community and each of our lives for over eighteen months, I 

have sought to keep everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and con-

nected to each other. We have done really well in achieving all of these 

goals and, given that the pandemic will be impacting on our lives for 

probably an equivalent period of time, we will do all that we can to 

continue to achieve these goals. 

Despite having to postpone our Sesquicentenary Celebrations, we   

carry on in faith and hope and love and try to care for everyone and 

keep everyone safe. 

The impact of the pandemic on our community: 

Conditions are deteriorating daily in Sydney as case numbers climb – 

but they are relatively easy to measure: the impact on people’s                      

financial and psychological health will be enormous and long-lasting. 

Businesses are closing and won’t re-open, staff are being put off, and 

the current assistance packages, when they become available, won’t 

even pay people's rent. 

We are seeing a surge in demand for the Parish Pantry and we will  

continue to help everyone who comes to the Parish Pantry for help. 

 

 

NEWS FROM ST PAUL’S  
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Looking to the future:  

As opposed to over 70% of Parishes in the Diocese, we are growing.                 

People may look on us as old but God often chooses those who are more 

mature to undertake great things and what might look foolish and weak 

to the world, as Jesus appeared to be, is how God’s strength is               

manifest. 

We have God and we have each other and that is enough. 

God has called us all together to: 

1.            Maintain our beautiful and soul-stirring worship; 

2.            Maintain and restore our beautiful grounds and buildings; 

3.            Welcome and care for all – be they Parishioners or not; 

4.            Increase the numerical and financial health of the Parish; and 

5.            Increase the spiritual health of the Parish. 

  

All of this is to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a liturgical, sacramental, 

pastoral, outward-looking, and caring Parish for centuries to come and I 

hope that you will give generously of your time, talents, and financial              

resources so that all of this can be achieved. 

We are seeking to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a place where all are 

cared for, particularly those in need and we are most grateful to you for 

your support for all that St. Paul’s does to “seek the welfare of the city 

where God has set us, and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its wel-

fare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29: 7) 

The impact of the pandemic and lock down on the Parish: 

Given the extended lock down and the probability of ongoing                                

restrictions being in place after the lock down, this will place significant 

pressure on the Parish's finances. We also had to recently replace the roof 

on the Hall and repair the ceiling in the Hall. The Parish had to draw 

down on savings to pay for this and although many Parishioners have 
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been very generous and have helped the Parish to recoup a significant 

proportion of these costs, we still have a long way to go before we have 

met the cost of this necessary work. 

Despite not being able to meet for worship, every facet of Parish life is 

continuing and in many ways the lock down creates more work, given the 

constraints of not being able to meet together, as we seek to keep every-

one safe, calm, connected to God, and connected to each other. 

You might like to consider making your financial donations to the Parish 

via electronic fund transfer.  

The St. Paul’s bank account details are: 

Account name: St Pauls Anglican Church Burwood                                  

BSB#: 032062     A/C #: 250028 

We trust, as always, that God’s love will prevail (and that the bulk of 

the Australian population will soon be vaccinated). 

Please hold the Parish, Ministry Team, Parish Council, Wardens, and me 

in your prayers as we trust God to guide and lead us and to protect and 

provide for us as we journey on in faith and hope and love. 

In the midst of these disruptions and challenges, we will continue to keep 

everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and connected to each other. We 

will continue to love God and our neighbour. We will continue to upgrade 

our facilities (and hopefully with successful grant applications we hope 

to have many projects underway in the near future such as the new sand-

stone floor and mosaic in the Bell Tower Porch, solar panels on the Hall, 

security for the whole precinct, fire security for the Church, cool room for 

the Parish Pantry, more kneelers for the Church, more bags for the Parish 

Pantry, all made possible by the amazing generosity of our Parishioners 

and community towards the Parish and Parish Pantry). We will continue to 

care for all who are struggling and come for help from the Parish Pantry.  
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Final Prayer: 

Please be sure of my prayers for 

you and your families and friends 

as we live through these disrupted 

times and I look forward to being 

able to worship God together with 

you soon. 

We know that nothing can separate 

us from the love of God in Christ                   

Jesus our Lord so we need not fear 

anything in life of death – certainly 

not the pandemic. It is a matter of 

following the appropriate health                 

advice and getting on with life                   

despite the disruption and                       

challenges. 

We turn to God in prayer: 

In darkness and in light,  

in trouble and in joy,  

help us, heavenly Father,  

to trust your love,  

to serve your purpose,  

and to praise your holy name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

May you know God’s peace at this 

time. 

With my love and prayers. 

Peace,                                                                                                                   

James. 

On behalf of the Wardens, Parish 

Council, and Ministry Team 

SESQUICENTENARY                     

CELEBRATIONS 

My Dear Friends, 

I am writing to give you an update 

on our sesquicentenary. Given the       

current lockdown and the uncer-

tainty surrounding both its length 

and the post-lockdown restrictions, 

we have had to make the decision 

to   postpone our celebrations. 

As disappointing as this is, I want to 

stress that this is only a postpone-

ment and not a cancellation. The 

ministry team will be meeting in 

the coming days to discuss options 

for rescheduling the program of 

events. 

It is important that we still have the 

opportunity to mark such a signifi-

cant event in our parish history, 

even though it will need to take 

place at a later date. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have worked 

tirelessly to prepare for this significant milestone in the life of St Paul's. 

This work has not been wasted and, while we have to be patient for a lit-

tle while longer, we will all eventually get to see our celebrations come to 

their fruition. 

Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and your family at this 

time. 

Peace,                                                                                                                               

James. 

Thank you Judith  

Thank you Judith for organising those lovely posters.  
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Thank You from the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh 

goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised 

$94.60 last Sunday, an excellent result.   

Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer 

are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex 

and children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange, 

Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Mandarin, 

Cumquat Moroccan Style, Cumquat, some with whisky, Butters ( Lemon, 

Lime, lemon & lime. grapefruit) apricot, plum. strawberry, strawberry & 

apple, rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple jams, Quince jelly, Crab 

Apple jelly,  Lilly Pilly  Jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko & 

Ginger, Pear & Apple, Paw Paw & Mango, Cumquat,  mango, Paw Paw,    

savoury tomato & basil & spicy tomato sauces. I also have Australian  

honey. 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it for you.  

Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s Torches & fans are still available $2 each, post cards $1 and 

mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Calendars: there are still a few available at a special price $10 

each, have you got one? 

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each more being prepared as 

we sold out last Sunday 

Jig Saws: 2 x 500 pieces $3 each 

Cane Magazine Rack  $10  

Small hanging clothes rack $8 

Easter Cards available 
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Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at varying prices. 

Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley available for $2 each 

             Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each 

             White and Blue Salvia, African Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents plus 

       more 

We have a selection of books and DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc 

please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect. 

Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first. 

Pam Brock 

    ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ 

Thursday 29th July is the Sesquicentenary of St Paul’s. Due to the                      

pandemic all the wonderful celebrations planned to mark this event 

have been postponed including a peal on the bells. It seemed a shame 

that we couldn’t have something to mark the day so the tenor bell was 

tolled 150 times, ONE DONG! for every wonderful year that St Paul’s has 

been serving the people of Burwood.  This occurred at 4pm which is the 

time the foundation stone was laid by the Countess of Belmore. We look                          

forward to the time when the postponed celebrations can take place. 

Wanted / Looking for 

Rosemary has had requests for a Sewing machine, an overlocker 

and an electric fry pan. They must be in good working order but 

can be old.  

Please contact the office on 9747 4327 if you can help.  
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 83,887.65 

Prayer in such difficult times  

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy in this 

time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and 

fearful, and lift up all who are brought 

low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us 

from your love 

in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

(Church of England Prayer Resources)  
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical 

as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and 

the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  

       

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

Choir resumes: as soon as the pandemic allows 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust                            

Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving:$1735  

Parish Pantry:$195 

Hall Roof Donation:$100 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$2030 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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PRAYERS  

Gracious God, you feed us- body, mind and soul. We pray that Christ will 

dwell in our hearts through faith and that our day-to-day actions and de-

cision-making will reflect this.  

Lord, we pray for your church and its many denominations throughout 

the world. We pray for the leaders of each and for dialogues to bring 

about greater understanding and respect of one another’s practices. We 

pray for ministries to feed the hungry of the world, giving thanks for the 

many volunteers who are stepping in to provide for people in communi-

ties in need especially for our parish pantry. We pray for Fr James and 

our ministry team, and for all who work to keep us together as a parish 

during lockdown. 

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we give thanks for the sea, for all its creatures, especially for the 

beautiful whales off our coast, and for its abundance of gifts for us. We 

pray for communities dependent on it and for sustainable practices by 

those who harvest its bounty. 

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we continue to pray for peace in the many conflict zones in the 

world but we pray too for wisdom in dealing with the ravages of famine 

and COVID 19 in areas of conflict. We pray for the safety of the general 

population and for aid workers and front line medical staff in these areas.  

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we give thanks for our families and friends and for the support they 

give us in our daily lives. We pray for those who struggle to make mean-

ingful relationships with others and for those who live in relationships 

that are abusive or destructive. Especially at this time of lockdown, we 

pray for those who seek to support and comfort them and provide them 

with refuge. We pray too for families trying to balance work and the care 

and education of their children. We pray that they may feel your love sur-

rounding them, giving them hope that they can carry on for an extended 

period of time. 
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God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we pray for wisdom for all levels of government as they respond 

to the many challenges resulting from the pandemic. We pray that they 

will be able to set aside normal conventions and old allegiances and be 

open to alternate solutions to the distress being felt by so many. We 

give thanks for the chief health officers and scientific advisors who are 

striving to ensure that all possible measures are being taken to keep 

the community safe. 

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we give thanks for all health professionals and pray that they will 

be sustained as they undertake their vital roles. We remember all who 

mourn and those who comfort them.  We pray for all who need your 

healing power in their lives, especially for those on our parish prayer 

list. 

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we remember before you, those who have died. We give thanks 

for the lives of Garry Hook and Aidrian (AIDO) McManis. Rest eternal 

grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. We 

pray for those of our loved ones who have their year’s mind at this, for 

Violet Elliott; Michaela Mitrovic-Tuckey; Leslie Bullock; Charles Ecob; 

Minnie Starkey; Frank James Coe; Lorna Evans; Stanley Conchar; Shirley 

Pozzi; Francis Hewit Taylor; Marjorie White and Brendan Mooney. We 

pray that we with them and all the saints may rest in peace and rise with 

Christ in glory. 

Hear us, Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen. 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Radicalism mixed with openness: how Desmond Tutu 

used his gifts to help end Apartheid    

This piece is part of a new series in collaboration with the ABC’s Satur-

day Extra program. Each week, the show will have a “who am I” quiz 

for listeners about influential figures who helped shape the 20th centu-

ry, and we will publish profiles for each one. You can read the other 

pieces in the series here. 

A court in Colombia has recently been working to uncover the dread 

secrets of a long and bloody civil war. But rather than identifying per-

petrators for death or imprisonment, it seeks reconciliation of the es-

tranged and restoration of a torn social fabric. 

Like many similar processes around the world over recent decades, 

this Special Jurisdiction for Peace was inspired by the most prominent 

such court, South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission,         

headed by Desmond Tutu. 

This last public role for the Anglican archbishop embodied what made 

him the most influential figure of the new South Africa after Nelson 

Mandela, and a world religious leader comparable only to Mother               

Teresa, the Dalai Lama and Pope John Paul II in recent times. 

Proud of his black African identity and culture, Tutu is an advocate of 

radical social change and a staunch proponent of non-violence. A pi-

ous Christian, he is at home with people of other faiths as well as those 

of none. His capacity to reconcile opposites and his unflagging hope 

about the human capacity to change has been influential in his country, 

his church and the world   

Early struggles 

Desmond Tutu was born in 1931 to parents from Xhosa and Tswana 

backgrounds. He grew up in Sophiatown, a slum later demolished to 

make way for a whites-only suburb near Johannesburg. Their                             
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circumstances were not prosperous; his father was a teacher and his 

mother a laundress and then a cook. 

His family were people of faith, but his most important religious influence 

in childhood was Trevor Huddleston, an Oxford-educated monk and 

priest then working in the slum. Tutu recalled Huddleston as the first 

white man he ever saw lifting his hat to his mother; in a place where white 

boys would taunt his educator father, this was striking. When Desmond 

came down with tuberculosis at 14, Huddleston brought books and con-

versation to him for months, which also had a lasting impact. Tutu would 

name his first child Trevor. 

Like his father, Tutu first trained as a teacher, entering college in 1950 

just as the National Party’s new apartheid laws were biting. After marry-

ing Leah Shenxane, he began training for the Anglican priesthood in 

1956, the same year Huddleston was ordered by his monastic superiors 

to leave South Africa to avoid arrest. The older priest’s memoir and                   

exposé, Naught For Your Comfort, brought the Apartheid regime to wider 

international attention the same year.  

Tutu had embraced the Anglo-Catholic sacramental ethos and its                     

pastoral heart shown to him, but was not yet drawn into activism or public 

witness, even as Nelson Mandela was responding to the new racial laws 

with boycotts. 

After a few years of parish work, Tutu was sent for postgraduate study in 

London, focusing on Islam in Africa. This openness to learn about and 

from those who differed from him was a hallmark throughout his life. He 

returned from the UK to teach trainee clergy, but finding racism more 

markedly expressed in law galvanised his commitments.  

He dipped his toe in the waters of protest – in characteristic ways, via 

prayers and sermon – at the student demonstrations in Fort Hare in 1968, 

driven by the black consciousness movement of Steve Biko (at whose                   

funeral Tutu would preach in 1977). 
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After more time away working with the World Council of Churches, where 

he was exposed both to Latin American Liberation theology and the 

Black theology emerging in the United States, Tutu became head of South 

Africa’s peak ecumenical church body, then successively bishop of            

Johannesburg and archbishop of Cape Town.  

After more time away working with the World Council of Churches, where 

he was exposed both to Latin American Liberation theology and the 

Black theology emerging in the United States, Tutu became head of South 

Africa’s peak ecumenical church body, then successively bishop of Jo-

hannesburg and archbishop of Cape Town.  

His criticism of Apartheid become more voluble and wider-known. He 

earned the wrath of white leaders for urging sanctions, famously saying 

in 1983: 

If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the 

oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say 

that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.  

While his opposition to Apartheid was admired, his insistence on                   

rejection of violence did not satisfy some. The African National Congress 

found other religious allies like reformed theologian Allan Boesak, yet 

Tutu’s voice and influence grew stronger, in part because of his distance 

from the factions of the anti-Apartheid movement. His radicalism had 

emerged not merely as a religiously modulated version of contemporary 

politics, but something different. 

Tutu was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1984 for his part in ending              

Apartheid. 

After his retirement as archbishop, this same mixture of radicalism and 

uncompromising openness to others made his contributions to the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission controversial as well as effective. He was 

criticised for conciliatory moves towards both former prime minister P.W. 

Botha and Winnie Mandela. After the work of the commission concluded, 

his uncompromising support of gay and lesbian rights in an Anglican 

Church still globally riven over the issue became his most celebrated 
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cause. Here he has proved similarly inspiring as well as hard to pin down 

to factional positions. 

Tutu’s contribution to the end of Apartheid has been so remarkable in 

part because of its strong grounding in his faith. Tutu’s work suggests 

every culture and tradition may dig deep for what it brings to present di-

visions, and that the way to address oppositions based on identity may 

be to embrace our own. That way, we can understand that others can be 

embraced and listened to as well. 

Failure is something to be celebrated 

IT WAS that glorious dandy Quentin Crisp who said: “If at first you don’t 

succeed, then failure may be your style.” I think he may have been on to 

something. Perhaps we might need to accept failure as part of a more 

general pattern of life and Christian ministry — and, just perhaps, it can 

become our teacher. 

The perfect body, career, and family are dangled in front of us, even 

though we know that these images of perfection can’t really be true. 

Why? Because life gets in the way, and we seem almost programmed to 

fail. 

The crumb of comfort is that every book of the Bible is alive with failure 

and disappointment. Failure is the proving-ground of all the great Bible 

characters — and they fail in a spectacular fashion. We start with the inci-

dent with the apple in the garden, and things go pretty much downhill 

from there. What is perhaps most surprising are the creative ways that 

characters in scripture find to fail. Samson and David have moral failures. 

Cain and Abel implode after a family breakdown. There is also spectacu-

lar stupidity — indeed, stupidity on a grand scale. 

 IF WE scroll forward to today’s world, the pattern of failure is remarkably 

unchanged. Pride still comes before a fall. But what if failure wasn’t — is-

n’t — the worst thing that can happen to us? 

It is hard to think this way when you are in the middle of a major cock-up: 

we need a bit of perspective to appreciate the riches offered by getting 
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it all wrong, by losing. Judy Murray spoke recently about the im-

portance of competition in sport, especially for the young. It is competi-

tion that teaches us that we sometimes fail, and that drives us on. But I 

think this is only part of the importance of failure. 

Failure is the curative to personal exceptionalism and, possibly, false 

pride. Failure pinpricks the inner voices that tell us that we could               

conquer the world if only we tried a bit harder; that we are “gifted”. In 

fact, we would all be a lot happier if we accepted our averageness and 

our ordinariness. So often we attribute our successes to our own bril-

liance, when in fact we just happened to be the right person at the right 

time. Just about anyone could have made a success of that business, that 

family, or that church if they had had the same support and breaks as 

we had. This brings us back to the Bible. 

CHRIST’s followers — the lions and lionesses who gave birth to the 

Church — were a distinctly flawed bunch. We need look no further than 

Peter as the grand embodiment of redeemed failure. In today’s world, 

he would surely be cancelled. After all, he denied God three times. Why 

did it happen? He was scared, yes. But, also, he always wanted to be 

liked. We see it later in his ministry, too. He didn’t want to look silly in 

front of a young woman in the garden of the High Priest’s house. Sud-

denly facing a moment of truth, he reverts to his default setting and says 

“It wasn’t me.” 

Today, he would be cast into the outer darkness reserved for other                 

public cowards and turncoats. But that isn’t what happens as part of the 

world of Jesus. Instead, Peter is gently rehabilitated. He still has weak-

nesses, still makes mistakes; but the mistakes are no match for the love      

of God. 

 I HAVE a strong feeling that our mistakes as Christians and Christian 

leaders are much more important than our successes. Indeed, every 

shiny and successful ministry needs a big old failure, to combat pride 

and perfectionism. 
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This brings me to my own spectacular failure, and how it changed my 

life for the better. I was running a very successful brand agency, and, for 

about six years, everything I touched seemed to turn to gold. This is one 

of the classic spawning-grounds for failure, because it encourages us to 

think that we know better than everyone else. On the spur of the mo-

ment, I bought a fishing shop in Bridlington — because it seemed like a 

good idea, and how hard could it be to turn it around? Well, I made every 

mistake in the book. Two years later, we closed, and I was a poorer and 

wiser man. 

And yet I am oddly glad. The failure made me look closely at myself and 

my pride. It made me turn to God, and say sorry — and mean it. It was 

the turning-point when I decided to take my faith seriously, and began to 

journey to ordination. Had the shop succeeded, I would have been insuf-

ferable; and it would have set me up for some even grander failure in the 

future. 

TO MANY, Christ’s time on earth looked like a mission failure, but that 

was part of what St Paul calls Christ’s “emptying” of himself. He ended 

up dying a criminal’s death on the cross. The Church itself would take 

centuries to grow from a small sect. At the time, it was the Roman emper-

ors, with their gold and their armies and their power, who modelled                

success. But no: there was another chapter to come, of course. 

We are promised that, in the upside-down world of God, the last will be 

first. Note that: will. It is ominous for those who have all the power and 

apparent success now. As St Paul puts it, “God’s foolishness is wiser than 

human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.” 

One day, the last — the losers, the drop-outs, the ill, the sad, the lonely, 

and the poor — will be leading the parade. Thank God, is what I say. 

 The Revd Steve Morris is Vicar of St Cuthbert’s, North Wembley, in the 

diocese of London. 
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Mixed-ecology-church-why-definitions-matter 

WHAT is a mixed-ecology church? I began briefly researching the term 

“mixed ecology” to understand where it comes from, as it is being pre-

scribed as the normative ecclesiology for our Church. To my surprise, a 

definition proved elusive. There is much written and understood about 

what a mixed-ecology church does, but not what the term actually 

means. 

Research suggests that the description “mixed-ecology” transitioned 

from “mixed- economy”. Contrary to popular perceptions, however, they 

mean two different things. 

The mixed economy is a type of capitalist economicmodel, with a few 

bits of socialism thrown in. Predominantly, it is about utility maximisa-

tion, and is growth- and success-orientated. The mixed economy com-

bines both a socialist and capitalist approach to the economic market-

place, while simultaneously permitting private producers or companies 

to engage in production and competition in the marketplace. 

The mixed economy protects private property over the common good. It 

allows for supply and demand to determine prices in a neo-liberal, free-

market fashion, and privileges economic transactions that are driven by 

private self-interest and incentives. By allowing competition, a mixed-

economic model facilitates innovation and efficiency, where the most ef-

ficient succeed. Those who cannot compete will be either bought out or 

pushed out of the market. 

In essence, socio-economically speaking, the mixed economy is 

“fragmentary” in nature. Unsuccessful initiatives are seen as “limiting 

factors” to the successful initiatives, and a burden on resources; there-

fore, resources need to be diverted away from “limiting factors” to 

strengthen successful initiatives. The United States is a classic example 

of a mixed economy. 

The mixed economy as an ecclesiological model was gladly embraced 

in the Church of England two decades ago, primarily through the work 
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of Fresh Expressions. It is also important to keep in mind that, globally, it 

is the mixed-economy approach to church, with flexibility and competi-

tion in the religious marketplace, which gave rise to megachurches and 

the accompanying church-growth model (Stephen J. Hunt, Handbook of 

Megachurches, Brill). 

MIXED ecology, on the other hand, as a branch of biology, deals with the 

relationship of organisms to one another and to their physical surround-

ings, and advocates a healthy ecosystem built on a diversity of organ-

isms (Hans Pretzsch (co-editor), Mixed-Species Forests, Springer). 

“Biodiversity is the infrastructure that supports life,” Dr Cristiana Paşca 

Palmer, a leading United Nations scientist, has written. 

As we have been reminded by Sir David Attenborough, the preservation 

of existing biodiversity is at the heart of mixed ecology, which speaks 

about conservation alongside innovation, but not at the expense of en-

dangered species. Aggressive growth of any one organism/species 

could endanger the survival of another; therefore, restoring and preserv-

ing the equilibrium is critical for a healthy ecosystem. Without safe-

guards, some of the aggressive organisms/species can dominate and 

eventually exterminate weaker and vulnerable life-forms. 

Conservation is achieved by investing in the prevention of harmful ef-

fects and building in safeguards against serious adverse effects. Each or-

ganism has a distinct place in the overall health of the ecosystem. A resil-

ient and healthy ecosystem is viable only when all diverse organisms 

(strong/successful and weak/vulnerable) are protected. 

A healthy ecosystem is built not on competition and success, but by en-

suring the survival of all living organisms through the critical enhance-

ment of interdependency. Hence, the ecological model is inclusive, not 

fragmentary. Theologically, I would argue that the interdependency of 

the organisms is sacramental. 

THIS brings me to the debate about mixed-ecology church as being the 

norm for the future of the Church of England. What we are seeing in 

these debates is a conflation of the economic and ecological models, 
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without proper examination of ei-

ther. 

Some are presenting an “economic” 

model as an “ecological” one. A few 

proponents of mixed-ecology 

church suggest that the decision to 

use ecology instead of economy is 

a conscious one, because 

“ecological” metaphors are more 

palatable than “economic” ones, 

which sound more organic and less 

commercial. 

What has not been explained, how-

ever, is that some of the core driv-

ing factors of “mixed ecology” are 

still driven by “mixed-economy” 

principles, such as the emphasis on 

success, multiplication, and growth. 

As the wider debate points out, 

some advocates of mixed-ecology 

church have clearly stated that 

some of the “limiting factors” (an 

economic expression) are impedi-

ments to the success of the Church 

(News, 2 July; Leader Comment, 9 

July). 

This is diametrically opposed to the 

ecological model of preserving the 

most vulnerable endangered or-

ganism for a healthy ecosystem. Bi-

odiversity is not a limiting factor: it 

is the necessity. The reality is that, 

as long as the Church is preoccu-

pied with growth and multiplication 

as the key indicators of a successful 

church-growth model, it is obvious 

that an economic transactional 

model continues to operate under 

an ecological paradigm. 

The Vison and Strategy being pre-

sented to the Church of England of-

fers an opportunity to reimagine 

afresh what it means to be disciples 

of Jesus Christ in our world today. 

The Archbishop of York has sug-

gested that “it would be disastrous-

ly foolish to ignore God.” There is 

an acute need for strategies to be 

grounded in spiritual renewal, and, 

most importantly, guided by Holy 

Spirit, so that, as a Church, we can 

become participants in what God is 

already doing and calling us to join 

in. 

It seems, however, that much of our 

ecclesiological imagination at pre-

sent is dominated by fear, anxiety, 

and scarcity, and that, in the pro-

cess, we are unhelpfully buying into 

a utilitarian model of success-

orientated, rapid growth. 

If that is the case, then I am afraid 

that we are not being faithful to the 

gospel, which calls us to be mindful 
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of the most vulnerable, who are 

facing existential challenges such 

as racial injustice, social inequality, 

and environmental crisis, just as 

the “mixed-ecological” model 

commends. 

 WHY am I asking for caution? I am 

part of the fruit of missionary 

Christianity, and evangelisation is 

at the heart of my church upbring-

ing in the global-majority world. 

Nevertheless, as a student of glob-

al missionhistory, I am acutely 

aware of how some missionaries, in 

the spirit of pioneering and inno-

vation, practised scant respect for 

local culture and context. 

Frequently, such aggressive church 

growth trampled on the lives of in-

digenous communities, destroying 

their tradition and memory. In the 

pursuit of swift numerical growth, 

many missionaries assimilated and 

integrated discriminatory practic-

es, such as those relating to caste 

and race, into the fledgling Chris-

tian communities, and these con-

tinue to plague the Church to this 

day. 

Many Christian churches are still 

coming to terms with the fallout 

from such culturally insensitive 

mission practices, whose              

practitioners included Anglican 

mission organisations. This should 

be a cautionary tale for any new 

“mission” initiatives in a Church 

that explicitly sees itself as the in-

heritor of such “mission” legacy. 

As a nation, we have had to face 

the social fragmentation that mani-

fested itself last week in rac-

istabuse after the final of the Euro-

pean Championships (News, 16 Ju-

ly). In the context of such profound 

division in society along racial, po-

litical, and economic lines, if the 

Church adopts a fragmentary ap-

proach, it will only exacerbate un-

derlying problems. If, however, it 

pursues a truly inclusive ecologi-

cal model, then hope may be 

found. The Church will be ques-

tioning its relevance if it sacrifices 

the sacramentality of interdepend-

ence rooted in “love, justice, and 

mercy” on the altar of numerical 

growth. 

As a national Church rich in diver-

sity, tradition, and innovation, we 

must not allow ourselves to be car-

ried away by a singular vision for the 

future, without questioning its origins 

and modus operandi. It is important 

to have our interdependence, and not 

to be carried away by any popular 

school of thinking which looks       
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 2 Samuel 11.26-12.13a;                                 

 Psalm 51.1-12; 

 Ephesians 4.1-16; John 6.24-35 

Today St Paul teaches us about unity. ‘I […] beg 

you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 

you have been called, with all humility and gentle-

ness, with patience, bearing with one another in 

love, making every effort to maintain the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 

were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.’ May we 

all work to build up the Church in our parish, diocese and country. 

 Pray that Christ’s Church will not be riven by schism. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon. 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board of 

Mission, 2021 

 pejoratively at other ways being church. 

In this time of significant re-evaluation of our mission and purpose, 

equanimity is of the essence. Perhaps, in our wider ecclesiological im-

agination, we should not limit ourselves to enforce a single normative 

ecclesiology of mixed-ecology church. 

We need to take some time to ask, and answer, some fundamental meth-

odological questions, such as: What definition of mixed-ecology church 

are we using in our broader ecclesiology? What are the values and moti-

vating factors of mixed-ecology church? How can we ensure inclusivity, 

diversity, and safeguarding measures to care for the most vulnerable? 

Without a thorough examination of our ecclesiology, we may unhelpfully 

slip into a tyranny of “mixed-ecology church”. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate; for 

Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected 

Archbishop of Sydney; for Michael 

Stead, our Regional Bishop; and for all 

the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

We also pray for the Reverend Matthew 

Redmond for the work he does with 

Anglicare. 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, 

Pray for The Diocese of Delhi, for                  

The (united) Church of North India 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and 

all its future endeavours, that through it 

we may glorify you with your Father and 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever. 

Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, We pray for all 

those people who suffer from any kind  

of illnesses. May the Lord God ease   

their pain. May He bless them and                  

bless those who care for them. 

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; Anthony 

Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns;                

June Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid 

Kell, Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; 

David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister 

& Sally Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; 

Sylvia; Diane Smith; Daphne Storey; Jean 

Storey; Susie; Geoff Voller; Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Garry Hook and Adrian 

McManis that God may grant them a 

place of refreshment, light and peace. 

Pray, too, for, Gordon Henry Gregory; 

Frank Ireland; George Edward Ellis; 

Cave Patricia Moon; Ruth Anderson; Jean 

Spence; Ellayne Hillier; Barry Debus; 

Noel Rey Vivian Poon; Linda Eckstein; 

Phyllis Dewar Hendry; Joyce Lee; & for 

any others whose year’s mind falls 

around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 2nd August - Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr  

 Wednesday 4th August - John Baptist Vianney, parish priest of Ars, France 

         (d.1895) 

 Thursday 5th August - Oswald, King and martyr (d.642)      

 Friday 6th August - The Transfiguration of Our Lord                            
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins OAM 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

