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Welcome to worship 

 Sunday 10th July 2022  

 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - 125th Anniversary of Dedication  

10.00am           Orchestral Mass with the Choir of St Paul’s and St Paul’s Chamber                 

   Ensemble                                                                                                                                                                                                           

10.30am   NO Midweek Eucharist next Wednesday13th of July  

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

south door. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                 

Nation               

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,                   

St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith. 

Bible Readings             Year C   Bible Readings  

for Today                                    for next Sunday 

1 Kings 8: 22-24, 27-30                   The First Reading       Amos 8.1-12                                 

Ps 84                                                   The Psalm                     Ps 52                                                        

1 Peter 2: 4-10                                   The Epistle                   Colossians 1.15-29                        

Matthew 7.24-29                              The Gospel                   Luke 10.38-42  
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread 

and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive the 

wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like to 

guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands, 

while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really 

matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you 

not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving 

from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread    

only.  

Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not 

receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread             

into the cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the                     

Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has                 

already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best                 

intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in contact 

with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands than 

through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In addition, 

the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be consumed    

before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually the Chalice                

Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine that has had 

multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if 

one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that 

taking only the bread is fully  participating in Communion. 

Please note that there will be NO Midweek 

Communion Service next Wednesday 13th  

of July. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiH7bT9tPjeAhWSV30KHdxbBiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2FCSP377%2Fk23803801%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vgGK5KEH-9dmhMcJyAPt5&ust=1543540065084117
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Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at            

St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this                    

pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s         

people at St Paul’s and beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

Flowers as a Memorial 

Decorating our church with flowers is one way 

to remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for 

a special event. If you would like to give flowers 

in memory of  a loved one, or as an offering of 

thanksgiving please contact Judith Laurence the 

week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 

and contact Caroline in the parish office at                                                         

office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial 

notice in the pew bulletin. 

 News from St Paul’s …  

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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The Burwood Community Choir was formed 

in the latter part of 2019. The Choir is open to     

anyone and everyone who wants to join with 

others in song. You do not have to have any 

special musical expertise; just love to sing. 

There are no auditions for the choir and no 

membership fees. If people are able to make  

a donation to help with expenses then that is 

most acceptable but it is not a requirement 

for participation in the choir. 

The choir rehearses in the main hall at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church located at 

205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood. We meet during school term times. In 2022,                     

rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. Our Music Director and Conductor is 

Mrs Karen Carey. If you can’t have fun with Karen at the helm, you just can’t have fun!  

During rehearsals we do some warm-up exercises and learn a variety of songs that will 

become a program for a performance at the end of the school term. In spite of COVID, we 

have managed to deliver two performances (2019 and 2020) and lead a rousing evening 

of favourite Christmas Carols with full audience participation at the end of 2021.  

St Paul’s provides help and support for the organisation and running of the choir.               

Donations from audiences at our performances help to support the St Paul’s “Pantry” 

which provides groceries and food items to those experiencing hardship in our                 

community. So you are not only singing for fun but helping those in need at the same 

time. 

BCC started 2022 rehearsals on 15 March 2022. If you want a little “taste” of our efforts we 

are on You Tube –  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0   https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY 

Come and join us in song and friendship. We are looking forward to meeting you.  

If you need further information email Barbara Stone (Choir Director).                                                          

barbarastoneam@gmail.com 

 

urwood ommunity  hoir 

@ St Paul’s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
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      Trading Table  

 

The Trading Table made $57 includes sale of the Epistle) last Sunday. There is 

still some of the last Epistle (Lent to Easter) available, in case you missed out, 

for the very reasonable price of $7. 

We look forward to serving you with our jams/chutneys (see below for the               

varieties), plants etc.   

Butters                                                                                                                                       

Lemon, Lemon & Lime,  Lime 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                                      

Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple 

Chutney, Choko Chutney 

Jams                                                                                                                                           

Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple 

Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce, Peach 

Liqueur Jam, Spiced Nectarine Jam, Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky 

Fig & Vanilla Jam, Spiced Fig & Apple Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw, Pineapple 

and Ginger Jam,  Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam 

Marmalades                                                                                                                                          

Lime, Mojito Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Ginger, Orange, Orange & Rum & 

Raisin, Orange & Rum, Orange,  Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Lemon 

& Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, Orange, Orange & Passion fruit Jelly,  Citrus 

(various combinations of citrus fruit), Chai Spiced Grapefruit  

Plants                                                                                                                                             

The plants are going into hibernation as the weather gets colder. 

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each, check out some new ones that have 

been added. 

I have some beautiful hand knitted wool garments. Beanies, children’s, baby 

all for sale. 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 
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Fire Protection System in 

the Church 

St. Paul’s has been awarded a NSW 

Heritage grant of $41,000.00 to help 

meet half of the cost of a state of the 

art fire protection  system in the 

Church. 

We need to raise the other 

$41,000.00 to match this grant to en-

sure that St. Paul’s is protected from 

any risk of fire.  

This state of the art system includes 

fire brigade monitoring that will not 

be set off by candles burning and              

using incense in our Services. 

Donations can be made to the                 

National Trust Account which are tax 

deductable. 

Cheques can be made out to:  

National Trust of Australia (NSW)              

St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood  

Or                                                                             

Direct Credit to the above name with 

bank account details:  

Westpac  

BSB: 032-044 

Account number: 742 926 

Branch: 275 George Street, Sydney 

NSW  

 

 

Please contact Pam for more details 

or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust                      

donation and include your name for 

your receipt and an address to post it 

to. Thank you.  

We are seeking to ensure that the                  

entire precinct (that is, the Church,                

the Rectory, the Hall, and the 

grounds) is refurbished and main-

tained to the highest standard and 

your help is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 

Requests for Prayer 

Praying for the needs of our world 

and its people is both a responsibility 

and a privilege. In our services on 

Wednesday and Sunday we pray by 

name for those who have asked for 

our prayers. 

If you would like us to pray for your-

self or a friend or loved one we now 

have a book at the back of the church 

where  names can be added to our 

parish prayer list. Please ask the             

welcomers if you cannot see where it 

is. The page will be turned and the 

list will be completely renewed                        

every three months, beginning June, 

Sept, Dec, March. 

Likewise, let us know when 

someone's name should be removed 

or placed in the faithful departed.  
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 For General & Offertory                        

Donations                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                                           

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:       032 062                                                 

Account #:      812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s this 

week and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $2880                                          

≈ Parish Pantry: $200                                             

≈ National Trust Acct Donation: $10                              

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$3090 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............                      

to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to 

be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the 

parish." 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust                  

Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                  

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  

With no more hampers from Oz Harvest, the current cost of              

living and food shortages, we now are spending in excess of 

$500 per week. 

Hands & Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs 

us $200 per week. Our thanks to the Community Choir who are 

now picking up the tab for this.   
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Photos from Fr Michael and Antonia son’s wedding  
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St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150 

per search and could include a copy of documents. 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Church Commissioners acknowledge that slave trade 

boosted early funds - By HATTIE WILLIAMS 

‘Deeply sorry’ Archbishop Welby talks of lament and restorative action 

THE Church Commissioners acknowledged on Thursday that their £10.1

-billion fund has early links with the transatlantic slave trade. Both the 

Commissioners and the Archbishop of Canterbury have apologised. 

The revelations come after research into Queen Anne’s Bounty, which 

was established in 1704 to tackle poverty among the clergy through the 

buying of land (from which the clergy received the income) or through 

an annuity stream. The Commissioners came into being in 1948 after a 

merger of the Bounty and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

The research was initiated by the Commissioners in 2019 — shortly                     

before the death of George Floyd sparked the Black Lives Matter                       

movement (News, 5 June 2020), and amid an international debate about 

monuments to people with links to the slave trade (News, 14 May 2021). 

The Commissioners worked with forensic accountants and the historians 

Dr Helen Paul and Professor Arthur Burns to review early ledgers and 

other original source documents from Queen Anne’s Bounty. 

An initial four-page report, published on Thursday, shows that, in the 

18th century, Queen Anne’s Bounty invested significant funds in the 

South Sea Company, which traded in enslaved people — its main                     

commercial activity between 1715 and 1739, when it transported 34,000 

people in “crowded, unsanitary, unsafe, and inhumane” conditions over 

96 transatlantic voyages. 

The Bounty “also received numerous benefactions, many of which are 

likely to have come from individuals linked to, or who profited from, 

transatlantic chattel slavery or the plantation economy”, the researchers 

write. 
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From 1723 to 1777, funds that were not used to buy land were invested 

almost exclusively in South Sea Company annuities. By the time the 

Company ceased slave-trading in 1739, these investments were worth 

£204,000, which may be equivalent to about £443 million today, the re-

port states. 

Archbishop Welby, who chairs the Commissioners, said on Thursday that 

these links were “a source of shame” for the Church. “I am deeply sorry 

for the links with transatlantic chattel slavery that the Church Commis-

sioners has identified. This abominable trade took men, women, and 

children created in God’s image and stripped them of their dignity and 

freedom. The fact that some within the Church actively supported and 

profited from it is a source of shame. 

“It is only by facing this painful reality that we can take steps towards 

genuine healing and reconciliation — the path that Jesus Christ calls us 

to walk. This is a moment for lament, repentance, and restorative action. I 

pray for those affected by this news and hope that we may work together 

to discern a new way forward.” 

The Bishop of Birmingham, the Rt Revd David Urquhart, a member of the 

Church Commissioners’ board and chair of the group that had oversight 

of the research, said: “The Church Commissioners is deeply sorry for its 

predecessor fund’s links with transatlantic chattel slavery. The Church 

Commissioners aims to be transparent about its history, and we will use 

this knowledge to ensure we are at the forefront of responsible invest-

ment globally. 

“Alongside this work to consider our past, we continue to lobby for 

change in the companies in which we invest today, and call for those 

companies to champion human rights within their supply chains. 

Through our policy of advocating ‘respect for people’, we aim to create a 

fairer world today in which all of God’s children can flourish.” 

A fuller report of the findings will be published later this year, and a 

group is being formed to consider a possible response. 
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Americans’ belief in God 

hits new low, poll finds. 

Who’s driving the change? - 

BY TANASIA KENNEY 

Fewer Americans than ever believe 

in God compared with recent years, 

though some are clinging to their 

faith more than others, a new survey 

suggests.  

The Gallup Values and Beliefs poll 

found that 81% of U.S adults believe 

in God, marking a new low after 

slipping 6 percentage points from 

87% in 2017. In contrast, about 17% 

of Americans said they don’t believe 

in a higher being.  

Young adults (18-29) and political 

liberals saw the largest decline in 

faith, falling “10 or more percentage 

points” compared with previous 

Gallup polls, according to the sur-

vey published June 17. About 62% of 

liberals said they believe in God, 

compared with 68% of young adults 

and 72% of Democrats.  

Belief in God has remained steady 

and was highest among conserva-

tives (94%) and Republicans (92%), 

the poll showed. Most other groups 

saw a modest decline in faith, 

though it has remained largely un-

changed among conservatives and 

married adults.  

A little less than half of Americans 

(42%) also said they believe God 

hears prayers and can intervene 

compared with 11% who said they 

believe God does neither. 

The poll results are based on phone 

interviews conducted from May 2-

22, using a random sample of 1,007 

adults aged 18 and older from all 50 

states and Washington, D.C., accord-

ing to the methodology. The margin 

of error was plus or minus 4 per-

centage points.  

Americans’ faith in a higher power 

began to fall after holding steady at 

98% during the 1950s and 1960s, 

Gallup’s poll shows. It dipped to 

92% in 2011 and fell again in 2013, 

holding at 87% through 2017.  

“Still, the vast majority of Americans 

believe in God, whether that means 

they believe a higher power hears 

prayers and can intervene or not,”                     

researchers wrote. “And while belief 

in God has declined in recent years, 

Gallup has documented steeper 

drops in church attendance, church 

membership and confidence in or-

ganized religion.” 

The company’s Values and Beliefs 

poll was first published in 1944 and 

has been used to measure people’s 
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belief in God, according to its website. Similar surveys have been done in 

recent years, showing a growing number of U.S. adults are turning away 

from religion. 

A 2021 poll by Pew Research Center found that 3 in 10 American adults 

considered themselves as “either atheist, agnostic or ‘nothing in                       

particular,’ ” McClatchy News reported. That number nearly  doubled 

from 16% in 2007. 

Millennials and Gen X’ers seem to be driving “dramatic changes” in        

beliefs and lifestyles in the U.S., according to the results of a Arizona 

Christian University survey released in May 2021. Younger Americans 

are embracing other beliefs, such as horoscopes, over organized reli-

gion and traditional biblical teachings, the survey showed. 

Cost-of-living crisis is pushing some to brink of suicide, 

warn Christians Against Poverty - By HATTIE WILLIAMS 

THE cost-of-living crisis is breaking down people’s mental health and    

putting lives at risk, as more low-income families fall into debt, Christians 

Against Poverty (CAP) warns in a new report. 

In 2021, the charity supported 13,452 clients on their journey to becom-

ing debt-free, of whom 1877 achieved this. Most (85 per cent) had an in-

come below the UK national average. Its latest report, On the Edge, pub-

lished on Monday, is based on a survey of these clients. 

It shows that, in that year, more than one third (36 per cent) had consid-

ered or attempted to take their own lives as a way out of debt (24 and 12 

per cent respectively). This was up from 28 per cent during the pandemic 

year of 2020 — suggesting a “concerning connection” between the level 

of financial support, such as the temporary Universal Credit uplift (News, 

17 December 2021), and mental health, the report says. 

“This was despite the considerable stress and anxiety of the pandemic,” it 

continues, “suggesting that when people had the essentials they needed 

and were adequately supported, they felt more hopeful, that they had the 

dignity of options, and were less likely to be driven to this point. If we can 
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fix the root of the problem, we would 

hope to see this heart-breaking sta-

tistic fall.” 

Mental health was cited as the top 

reason for falling into debt (19 per 

cent) in 2021, next to low income (17 

per cent), relationship breakdown 

(11 per cent), and problems with 

budgeting (nine per cent). Most 

CAP clients felt lonely and did not 

seek help straightway. 

The average peak debt for a CAP 

client in 2021 was £17,306, com-

pared with an average income of 

£13,404 (after housing costs). For the 

3609 new clients in 2021, priority 

debts — to cover basic living costs 

such as rent, utility bills, council tax 

— peaked at an average of £6698, 

up by 14 per cent for new clients in 

the previous year (£5852).  

From its last report in 2020, the num-

ber of clients sacrificing meals to 

make ends meet increased by more 

than one quarter (27 per cent), while 

those going without heating in-

creased by 22 per cent. Almost 

half the clients (48 per cent) could 

not afford basic toiletries in 2021; 24 

per cent could not afford to light 

their home; and 61 per cent could 

not afford weather-appropriate 

clothing. 

Calls to CAP increased by more than 

40 per cent in the first five months of 

2022, compared with 2021. 

The chief executive of CAP, Paula 

Stringer, writes in the foreword to 

the report: “People in the UK are suf-

fering, dragged under by whirlpools 

of fear, desperation, and isolation. 

Underneath the surface, poverty is 

so much more than being materially 

deprived. Mental ill-health is an in-

creasingly common reason for debt 

amongst CAP clients. . . 

“With the cost of living rising at a 

rate we haven’t experienced in dec-

ades, millions are being dragged in-

to the chilling depths of poverty, 

destitution, and despair. Never has it 

been more crucial that we step for-

ward and respond to what’s going 

on under the surface. We can, and 

must, act.” 

A former CAP client, Julie, who is a 

residential home carer in Port Tal-

bot, Wales, was £28,000 in debt 

when she sought help. The charity 

put the debt collectors on hold and 

supported her through bankruptcy. 

She writes in the report: “I want 

people to know they’re not alone. 

Help is available. There is a way 

out.” 
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Census 2021 data shows Australians are less religious and 

more culturally diverse than ever - By Markus Mannheim 

Australians are increasingly unlikely to worship a god and more likely to 

come from immigrant families.  

The 2021 census has revealed a growing nation — more than 25 million 

people — that is more diverse than ever. 

It also depicts a country undergoing significant cultural changes. 

For the first time, fewer than half of Australians identified as Christian, 

though Christianity remained the nation's most common religion 

(declared by 43.9 per cent of the population). 

Meanwhile, the number of Australians who said they had no religion rose 

to 38.9 per cent (from 30.1 per cent in 2016). 

The data also shows almost half of Australians had a parent born over-

seas, and more than a quarter were themselves born overseas. 

The census — a national household questionnaire carried out every five 

years — took place in August last year amid the worsening COVID-19 

pandemic. 

The nation's two largest cities, Sydney and Melbourne, were in lockdown 

and residents of regional New South Wales, Victoria and the ACT were 

about to join them. 

Yet Australian Statistician David Gruen said the census was a success de-

spite this challenge, with the household response rate rising to 96.1 per 

cent from 95.1 per cent five years earlier. 

"The census was conducted at an unprecedented time in Australia's his-

tory and provides a unique snapshot of the population during the COVID

-19 pandemic, which is different from previous censuses," Dr Gruen 

said. 

About four in five households submitted their answers online. 
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) will begin publishing census        

results today and release more data in coming months. 

The information helps governments improve their services, and helps   

researchers and businesses better understand the community. 

Beliefs and family traditions are changing - Australian Religion  

Christianity was the stated religion of about 90 per cent of Australians un-

til 1966, when its dominance began to wane. 

The ABS says migration has affected the trends since, though much of the 

change is due to the growth of atheist and secular beliefs. 

The fastest-growing religions, according to the latest census, are Hindu-

ism (2.7 per cent of the population) and Islam (3.2 per cent), though 

these worshippers remain small minorities. 

The 2021 census was also the first to collect data since same-sex mar-

riages were allowed in Australia. 

Almost 24,000 of these marriages were officially recorded. 

However, marriage itself is becoming less prevalent. 

A generation ago (in 1991), 56.1 per cent of Australians aged over 15 

were in a registered marriage. That has now dropped to 46.5 per cent. 

New Australians are increasingly from India 

Australia has long been one of the world's great immigration nations, ac-

cepting more people than most other countries. 

Last year, almost half of the population (48.2 per cent) were first or sec-

ond-generation migrants, having at least one parent born overseas. That 

compares with 41.1 per cent 30 years ago. 

Of the 27.6 per cent of Australians who were themselves born overseas, 

the most common country of birth was England. 

However, India has become the second-most-common source country, 

overtaking China and New Zealand. 



22 

The census also asked Australians to report their "ancestry", as               

opposed to their country of birth or ethnicity. 

The top responses were English (33 per cent), Australian (29.9 per cent), 

Irish (9.5 per cent) or Scottish (8.6 per cent), with another 5.5 per cent 

saying Chinese. 

Census expands to consider illness and Veterans 

Last year's census was the first to collect information about Australians' 

long-term illnesses as well as the population's military service. 

The most commonly reported chronic ailments were mental illness,        

arthritis and asthma. 

The likelihood of Australians saying they had long-term sicknesses in-

creased with age. 

Women were also more likely to report a long-term health problem. 

Among children younger than 15, asthma was the most common                

condition, affecting 7.4 per cent of boys and 5.3 per cent of girls. 

Meanwhile, more than half a million Australians (581,139) told the ABS 

they had served, or were serving, in the Australian Defence Forces 

(ADF). 

The vast majority were men (86.6 per cent). Most were former personnel 

(85.4 per cent) rather than actively serving. 

The question about ADF service was included because of a dearth of         

information about veterans in the community. 

Dr Gruen said the answers would be used, along with other government 

records, to help plan services for veterans. 
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Abandoning God:                      

Christianity plummets as 

‘non-religious’ surges in 

census - By Matthew Knott and 

Angus Thomson 

Australia has become strikingly 

more godless over the past decade, 

with the latest census data showing 

the proportion of self-identified 

Christians dropping below 50 per 

cent for the first time and a soaring 

number of people describing them-

selves as “non-religious”. 

The first tranche of data from the 

2021 census, released by the Aus-

tralian Bureau of Statistics on Tues-

day, shows that just 44 per cent of 

Australians now identify as Chris-

tian, down from 52 per cent five 

years earlier and 61 per cent in 

2011. 

When the first census was                         

conducted in 1911, 96 per cent of 

Australians listed a form of                   

Christianity as their religion. 

The proportion of Australians               

identifying as Catholic declined 

from 23 to 20 per cent over the past 

five years while self-identified                

Anglicans dropped from 13 to 10 

per cent. 

 

By contrast, the share of Australians 

identifying as “non-religious” has 

surged. 

Thirty-nine per cent of Australians 

now identify as non-religious, up 

from 30 per cent in 2016 and almost 

double the 22 per cent of Australi-

ans who ticked the “no religion” box 

a decade ago. 

In the mid-1960s, less than 1 per 

cent of people in Australia identified 

as having no religion. 

Based on current trends, non-

believers could overtake Christians 

as the biggest religious bloc in              

Australia by the time the next                 

census is conducted in 2026. 

The move away from Christianity     

accelerated rapidly over the past                      

decade after previously being in a 

steady long-term decline. 

Sydney student Alexandra Wright, 

24, exemplifies the national drift 

away from Christianity. 

As a child growing up in Sydney’s 

eastern suburbs, Wright was raised 

in a devout Irish Catholic family 

whose members attended church 

every Sunday. 
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Wright felt so connected to her         

faith that she insisted on attending a 

Catholic high school, St Vincent’s 

College in Potts Point. 

By age 15, however, she began to 

have an “inkling” that religion was 

no longer for her; a few years later 

she no longer identified as Catholic. 

When filling out last year’s census, 

she chose “no religion” without                      

hesitation. 

Wright said religion undoubtedly 

had a “beautiful” side, as seen in the 

comfort her grandfather drew from 

the promise of an afterlife before he 

died. But she had seen a more nega-

tive side too 

“There is the corruption in the 

church, the power-tripping of 

priests,” she said. 

Wright said her siblings and many 

friends had moved away from               

religion as they grew up. 

“It’s this generation,” she said. “We 

all grew up with religion but when 

you start living your life you realise 

you don’t identify with it.” 

The Church’s socially conservative 

teachings on same-sex marriage 

and sex before wedlock seem                 

outdated to most young people             

today, she said. 

The census results show that some 

non-Christian religions are growing 

in strength - even as they continue to 

make up a small share of the nation-

al population. 

The number of people who                           

identified as Hindu in the census 

surged by 55 per cent over the past 

five years, reflecting an influx of          

migrants from countries such as           

India and Nepal. 

Around 684,000 people in Australia, 

or 2.7 per cent of the population, 

identify with Hinduism. 

Islam’s share of the national                

population has grown to 3.2 per 

cent, up from 2.6 per cent in 2016. 

Around 813,000 people in Australia 

identify with Islam. 

Australian Statistician David Gruen 

said the religion question holds a 

“special place” in the census             

because it is one of a few topics that 

has featured in all 18 censuses and 

is the only question that is voluntary. 

Despite being voluntary, the              

proportion of people answering the 

question rose from 91 per cent in 

2016 to 93 per cent in 2021. 
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Down one third in one decade: Fewer choosing ‘Christian’ 

on census - By Stephen Cauchi  

The number of Australians identifying as Christians has fallen by a third 

in the past 10 years, according to new census figures.   

One 43 per cent of Australians identify as Christians, according to the 

2021 census data. In 2011 61 per cent of Australians identified as Chris-

tian, in 2016 the figure was 52 per cent.  

This decline closely tallied with an increase in the number of people re-

porting “no religion”.  

Christianity remained Australia’s most popular belief system at 43 per 

cent. The number of people reporting “no religion” was 38 per cent, an 

increase from 22 per cent in 2011.  

According to the ABS, religious affiliation is one of the few topics that has 

featured in every one of Australia’s 18 censuses. It is also the only ques-

tion that is voluntary. A total of 93 per cent of respondents answered the 

question in 2021.  

Statistician David Gruen said the religion data showed a characteristic of 

Australia that had changed significantly during the past two decades.  

He said knowledge about religious affiliation supported planning facili-

ties, goods, and services for Australians who identified as religious, and 

helped them to live according to their beliefs.  

As in earlier censuses, the largest Christian denominations were Catholic 

– at 20 per cent of respondents – and Anglican –  at 9.8 per cent of re-

spondents.  

A total 2.7 per cent of respondents gave no denomination, 2.6 per cent 

said they were Uniting Church members, 2.1 Eastern Orthodox, 1.6 Pres-

byterian/reformed, 1.3 Baptist, 1 Pentecostal, 0.5 per cent Lutheran and 

0.4 per cent other Protestant.   

Other denominations mentioned in the census were all smaller than 0.4 

per cent, including Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh-Day Adventist, Oriental 
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Orthodox, Mormon, Churches of Christ, Salvation Army, “other Chris-

tian”, Assyrian Apostolic and Brethren.   

The ABS said other religions were growing but continued to make up a 

small proportion of the population.  

The number of people identifying as Hindu had grown by 55.3 per cent, 

to make up 2.6 per cent of the population – or 684,002 people. A total 

813,392 people identified as Muslims, a total of 3.2 per cent of the Aus-

tralian population.  

2.4 per cent of the population identified as Buddhist, 0.8 per cent as Sikh, 

and 0.3 with Judaism.  

Other non-Christian religions mentioned in the census were practised by 

less than 1 per cent of the Australian population.  

These included Australian Aboriginal traditional religions, the Baha’i 

faith, Chinese and Japanese religions, nature religions and spiritualism. 

“This will be decided by war”: Aleksandr Dugin and the 

metaphysics of Eurasianism - By Matthew Sharpe, Associate 

Professor of Philosophy at Deakin University. 

Shortly after Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, a stream of arti-

cles began to appear in Western media proposing that the neo-fascist 

philosopher Aleksandr Dugin is variously “Putin’s brain”, “Putin’s guru”, 

or “Putin’s Rasputin” — the grey eminence behind Putin’s foreign policy. 

But things aren’t that simple. In fact, Dugin is just one of many radically 

anti-liberal, anti-Western voices to which Putin can appeal in order to  

justify his invasion of Ukraine, reaching right up to the Moscow Patriarch 

Kirill, Head of the Russian Orthodox Church. Yet Dugin continues to exert 

influence through television appearances and podcasts, on a host of  

websites, and through his links with political movements such as the           

Eurasian Youth Union. His prolific array of books and articles find large 

audiences in Russia, and increasingly over the last decade in the West 

through far-right and “alt-right” channels. 
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Dugin’s ideas are a kind of                  

syncretistic hodgepodge of                  

concepts drawn from several            

philosophical and quasi-religious 

sources. These include: the radical-

ly anti-modern traditionalism of fig-

ures like Italian ultra-fascist Julius 

Evola; the interwar German 

“conservative revolution” which as-

sisted in bringing down the Weimar 

republic, led by Carl Schmitt and 

Martin Heidegger; so-called esoter-

ic Nazism; the French nouvelle 

droite led by Alain de Benoist; and, 

finally, older Russian thinkers led by 

Lev Gumilev (who Putin has directly 

invoked in speeches) and novelist 

Fyodor Dostoevsky’s mystical sense 

of Russia’s exceptional spirituality. 

What makes Dugin different from 

many other philosophers is that he 

ties these metaphysical ideas to two 

concrete political claims. Firstly, in 

line with earlier “Eurasianist” ideas, 

Dugin asserts that Russia has an im-

perial calling “based on its conti-

nental identity and the need to in-

teract with, and control the steppic 

world”. Second, he upholds that a 

form of religiously sponsored au-

tocracy constitutes Russia’s natural 

form of government. This makes it 

utterly foreign to Western political 

forms, led by any form of cultural, 

economic, or political liberalism. 

So, while it is facile to “blame” 

Dugin for Putin’s war, reading his 

work can help us to better under-

stand the growing anti-liberal,               

anti-American, and above all “           

anti-globalist”, anti-cosmopolitan                         

consensus which has been                  

consolidating in Russia with Kremlin 

support, and its role in the present                  

escalation. 

The “Ukrainian problem” 

Dugin wrote in his 1997 book,   

Foundations of Geopolitics: 

The sovereignty of Ukraine repre-

sents such a negative phenomenon 

for Russian geopolitics that it can, in 

principle, easily provoke a military 

conflict … Ukraine as an independ-

ent state … constitutes an enormous 

threat to the whole Eurasia and 

without the solution of the Ukrainian 

problem, it is meaningless to talk 

about continental geopolitics. 

When he was asked in 2008 about 

the development of friendly rela-

tions between the United States and 

former Soviet Republics, Dugin                              

pronounced that Russia should con-

sider such relations a “declaration 

of psychological, geopolitical,                  

economic and open war”. In            
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another interview in the same year, 

Dugin warned that if Ukraine should 

take steps to join NATO or the EU, 

“the Russian reaction would be to 

support an uprising in the Eastern 

parts and Crimea and I could not 

exclude the entrance of armed forc-

es there …” 

The previous year, in fact, Dugin 

had been exiled from Ukraine, and 

the Eurasian Youth Union he found-

ed in 2005 had been prosecuted for 

actions it had undertaken in associ-

ation with the Donetskaia republica 

movement, which were directed at 

undermining Ukrainian sovereignty. 

Little wonder, then, that Dugin en-

thusiastically welcomed the Febru-

ary invasion of Ukraine. For him, this 

invasion promised a final 

“liberation” of Ukraine from West-

ern influence, and through this “a 

total change in the architecture of 

the entire global world order”. 

Dugin’s almost cosmic framing of 

this conflict echoes Patriarch Kirill’s 

claim that the present invasion en-

tails a “metaphysical war” with the 

pro-LGBTIQA+ West. Much like Ki-

rill’s sermon, it also provides an ide-

ological/theological justification for 

the most horrific atrocities. 

 

Dugin’s sacred geography 

In his essay “From Sacred Geogra-

phy to Geopolitics”, Dugin con-

tends that his more concrete delib-

erations on Eurasian geopolitics in-

volve a “laicizing and desacraliz-

ing” of older, allegedly more pro-

found "traditional" sciences, beyond 

the reckoning of all but a spiritual 

elite. According to these esoteric 

sciences, concrete economic and 

political events reflect in Truth (with 

a capital “T”) the continuing play-

ing out of eternal conflicts between 

opposed metaphysical and spiritual 

forces: those of Land-based, tradi-

tional civilisations rooted in the soil 

(with Russia as their head), and Sea-

based, “Atlanticist”, mercantile                             

civilisations, permanently prone to 

expansion (with the United States 

and UK at their head). 

And this intellectual translation of 

material political affairs into the               

mythological language of cosmic 

conflict has a number of profound                        

implications. If, as Dugin insists, the 

world we experience is the                  

battleground of metapolitical-

spiritual forces, then, by virtue of 

belonging to or allying themselves 

with “the West”, entire populations 

become existential enemies (to                 



29 

invoke the language of one of Dugin’s heroes, the German jurist Carl 

Schmitt). It is a matter of who they are, not what they do — individual              

culpability or suffering is nothing in light of the greater metaphysical 

struggle. 

Likewise, small “t” factual truth — about who did what, when, to whom — 

begins to waver, and with it any accountability for even the most                        

unprovoked acts of aggression or hatred. 

This “Kingdom of the anti-Christ” 

As Russia and her allies are positioned “in a pure spiritual, metaphysical 

sense”, so the West is homogenised and demonised, independent of its 

manifold divisions and competing directions. As Dugin writes: “The West 

has the opposite symbolic meaning [to Eurasia]. It is a ‘country of death’, 

the ‘lifeless world’ … ‘the empire of exile’, ‘the pit of the rejected’ …” One 

cannot, therefore, wisely or righteously seek out compromise or mutual 

understanding with this “Kingdom of the anti-Christ”. 

What happens, then, if these “Satanic” forces which have insinuated 

themselves into Ukraine appear to operate in non-violent ways —for               

instance, by electing a Jewish President initially interested in                          

reconciliation with Russia, like Volodymyr Zelenskyy? Or if the govern-

ments of Eastern European nations decide to draw closer to the EU, and 

join NATO to ensure their security from an increasingly bellicose Russia? 

Dugin’s political religion gives you the answer: the enemy is a great            

deceiver. What appears to be a democratically elected government is  

actually a “Nazi” one; multicultural societies involve the “genocide” of 

“peoples”, even when there is no body count; the Ukrainian people who 

lost more lives proportionally fighting the Nazis than Russia herself in the 

Second World War is as a whole “nazified”; one can even play on “NATO” 

and “Nazi” with a knowing smirk. 

If geopolitics is the staging ground for the cosmic struggle between 

good forces and hateful, deceitful, tradition-destroying forces, then               

violence — including the present conflict in Ukraine —is itself to be            

extolled. Let the masks of the deceivers fall or be made to fall. Every             
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appeal to compromise or restraint 

represent weakness and deceit, and 

an inability to face up to the deep 

essence of reality, which is — as 

Dugin extols — war: 

Two positions which could not be 

brought together, two all-

encompassing super-worldviews, 

two mutually exclusive projects of 

the future of mankind. Between 

them is only enmity, hatred, brutal 

struggle according to rules and 

without rules, for extermination, to 

the last drop of blood. Between 

them are heaps of corpses, millions 

of lives, endless centuries of                          

suffering and heroic deeds …               

[T]his will be decided by war. The 

“father of things”. 

“The end of days … will not come 

by itself” 

At its most extreme point, Dugin’s 

sense of Russia’s messianic war 

against the West culminates in an 

eschatological fascination with the 

apocalypse. As he writes in The 

Fourth Political Theory: 

The end times and the eschatologi-

cal meaning of politics will not           

realize themselves on their own. We 

will wait for the end in vain … The 

end of days should come; but it will 

not come by itself. This is a task, it is 

not a certainty. It is active meta-

physics. It is a practice. 

At this point, one can only express 

the ardent hope, for everyone’s 

sake — including the Russian             

people’s — that Dugin continues to 

be considered far too extreme to 

have any direct influence on                 

Vladimir Putin’s decisions. 

But the threats of nuclear strikes, 

the gaslighting before the war 

(remember Putin’s insistence that 

“there were no invasion plans” and 

that this was Western paranoia), the 

accusation that Ukrainians have 

staged a genocide in order to dis-

credit Russia, Putin’s calls for the in-

ner cleansing of the Russian people 

(which is to say, eradication of dissi-

dents and the disloyal), and the 

clear positioning of the war with 

Ukraine as a clash of two civilisa-

tional blocs (with the Ukrainians as 

mere Western proxies) — all of 

these point to the degree to which, 

whatever the economic and              

geopolitical reasons behind Putin’s 

decision to invade Ukraine, the              

Russian government increasingly 

resembles Aleksandr Dugin’s belli-

cose apocalypticism. 

Such a terminus can benefit no one 

— least of all the Russian people. 
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Do Russians believe Putin’s propaganda?   

- By Bridget Kendall , she is the Master of Peterhouse, Cambridge, 

and a former BBC Moscow and diplomatic correspondent. 

While hidden doubts lurk about the Kremlin line on Ukraine, glimmers of 

discontent are surfacing, says Bridget Kendall 

ONE of the biggest shocks for many external observers of Russia has 

been the apparent effectiveness of President Putin’s propaganda cam-

paign to win support inside Russia for what is going on in Ukraine. 

The message that is being rammed home is that this is not a war, but a 

“special operation” to protect the Russian speakers in eastern Ukraine 

from a “fascist” government in Kyiv, which is backed by the military 

might of NATO; and that any claims of Russian atrocities are fabrications 

designed to mask the brutality of Ukrainian forces towards their own citi-

zens. 

It is a mind-boggling inversion of what most people in Ukraine and the 

West think is the truth. What is particularly disturbing is that a broad 

swath of ordinary people inside Russia appear to believe it. 

Russians living abroad report that, when they phone home, family               

members dismiss the horrors in Ukraine, and tell them that they must 

have been brainwashed by Western propaganda. Younger people inside 

Russia with access to external social-media channels report the same  

extraordinary gaping gulf when they talk to older relatives. 

SO, HOW has this come about? 

Certainly, for years, Russian state television has delivered a steady                 

drip-drip of hostile reporting against Ukraine and the West. State                

television is where most older Russians get their news. Since Russia 

launched its invasion, a relentless anti-Western drumbeat is now all they 

hear. 

Anyone who dares say otherwise risks being sent to prison. Even minor 

individual expressions of dissent are stifled. A protester holding up a 
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blank sheet of paper in a city square is bundled off by the police. Police 

stop people in the street to scrutinise social-media searches on their 

iPhones. A new law makes it a crime to repeat “fake news” about the war. 

This is a level of intimidation and control not seen in Russia for decades. 

When the war began, many young Russians opposed to the Putin                  

regime rushed to leave. Hundreds of thousands of Russia’s                          

best-educated and informed young people exited Russia, possibly for 

good. 

Far from trying to stop this exodus, President Putin says that he wants 

Russia to “spit out its scum and its traitors, like spitting out a midge that 

accidentally flies into your mouth”. He wants them gone, so that only what 

he considers “true patriots” will be left. 

And, if he changes the official narrative to argue that Russia itself is now 

in danger from hostile NATO forces, he will hope to fuel that nationalist 

fervour even more. 

But perhaps we should refrain from assuming the worst. 

How many Russians, in their heart  of hearts, really buy the official line? 

Could some be self-censoring themselves on international phone calls, 

for fear that the security services might be listening in? For older citi-

zens, the old Soviet habit of expressing loyalty in public while keeping 

misgivings private is a deeply entrenched instinct: keep your head down 

and your mouth shut to avoid trouble. 

Some Russians may be reluctant to admit that their country started a 

senseless war and that their political leaders are covering up horrific war 

crimes. It is easier to parrot artificial propaganda than broach an                      

unpalatable truth. But hidden doubts may lurk. 

And what if it becomes impossible to stop the reality of what is                       

happening in Ukraine from filtering through? Will Russians continue to 

stand by their government? 

There are already hints of unease: anti-war street protests and                        

petitions reflected some internal dissent until they were shut down; a few 
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Russian politicians have dared voice concerns; rumours suggest that 

some senior officials were arrested, that the governor of the Central 

Bank asked to resign, and that the Defence Minister was hospitalised — 

although he since seems to have recovered, appearing a couple of times 

on television. 

And, on social media, there are glimmers of grass-roots discontent: a 

surreptitiously filmed meeting of soldiers’ mothers berating a Siberian 

governor about the unknown fate of their sons; an iPhone recording of 

angry young conscripts in a military vehicle complaining that they had 

been thrown into Russia’s fight like cannon fodder. 

Could this disquiet grow if the war goes on? The Kremlin will                 

remember the corrosive effect of casualties from the Soviet war in                       

Afghanistan. It was a significant  factor in the mounting public anger 

against the government, which eventually led to the Soviet Union’s               

demise. 

IT IS hard to feel much optimism at the moment. But perhaps we should 

not lose hope. 

In the early 1980s, the assumption was that the Soviet Communist             

Party had too firm a grip on power ever to be dislodged, and that the  

Soviet people were too subservient to change the system from within. 

But, when the lid was lifted, it was as though the whole country woke up, 

threw off the shackles of fear, and seized the chance to have a say in 

their future. 

Authoritarian states have a way of collapsing suddenly. Maybe this crisis 

will turn out to be a risk too far for Vladimir Putin and bring his                    

presidency to an end. And that might offer Russia a chance of a better  

future for itself and its neighbours. 
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A Vatican-inspired                       

theological revolution                 

- By Paul Collins  

I’m not telling you anything new 

when I say that one of most toxic 

problems facing Catholicism is 

clericalism. By ‘clericalism’ I mean 

the tendency to place priests on a 

pedestal, to accept their pro-

nouncements as gospel, encourag-

ing them to feel, as Pope Francis 

says, ‘superior to lay people.’ 

It begins in seminary training when 

candidates start to see themselves 

as joining a unique male, celibate, 

secretive caste enjoying privilege 

and power, set apart from ordinary 

humanity by ordination.                  

Clericalism is at the root of sexual 

abuse when inadequate, immature 

men feel they can use children to 

satisfy their warped sexual impuls-

es. It is a way of life far removed 

from Jesus, ‘the man who had no-

where to lay his head’ (Matthew 

8:20). It’s also very different to Pope 

Francis’ call to priests to experi-

ence ‘the smell of the sheep.’ 

But in his recent (March 19, 2022) 

Apostolic Constitution entitled 

Praedicate evangelium (PE), 

‘Preach the Gospel’, Pope Francis 

dealt clericalism a major blow. This 

is the final document in a long-

planned reform of the Roman Curia, 

the Vatican bureaucracy. 

The cardinals who elected him in 

2013 asked Francis to restructure 

the curia following several scandals 

under Benedict XVI and John Paul 

II. PE is the result. The practical de-

tail is not important; my personal 

view is that no matter what the 

structure, the curia is a creature of 

the 16th century and is irreforma-

ble. 

But there was a basic principle laid 

down in PE that is profoundly im-

portant with far-reaching conse-

quences for the whole church. This 

principle states that any baptised 

Catholic ‘can preside over a 

dicastery,’ that is run a Vatican de-

partment. Previously only ordained 

clerics could do this because ordi-

nation was the absolute precondi-

tion for exercising ‘ordinary juris-

diction’ or church governance. 

Explaining the change canon                        

lawyer, Father (now Cardinal) 

Gianfranco Ghirlando, SJ said                 

unequivocally ‘that the power of 

governance in the church does not 

come from ordination, but from 

one’s mission’ (my emphasis). 
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'It is a decisive, even revolutionary theological shift because it re-roots 

ministry in the mission to which all are called by baptism.' 

Yes, but so what? Well, as sometimes happens, profound, long-term 

change follows a seemingly minor shift of emphasis. Essentially, Ghirlan-

do is saying, reflecting Francis, that you don’t have to be ordained a 

priest to exercise the power of governance in the church. And by 

‘governance’ Ghirlando means the administrative authority that comes 

with a call from the church to carry out a specific ‘mission’. 

Now that’s a profound transposition for a church that has been fixated on 

clerical power for centuries. What PE does is shift the focus away from or-

dination to restore the absolute centrality of baptism. All Catholics can 

now share in church governance by the very fact of their baptism. The 

people of God already share in the common priesthood of those baptized 

into Christ’s death and resurrection. The distinction between the or-

dained and the baptised is one of function, not of essence. 

The 20th century theologian who restored the role of laypeople was Yves 

Congar, OP (1904-1995). His theology broke down the separation be-

tween the spiritual and secular world, a separation that long bedevilled 

Catholicism. Reflecting Congar, the Vatican II Decree on the Laity is clear 

that the church lives in the world to bring it to Christ, not into some sepa-

rate spiritual sphere. Congar wrote that the church is challenged ‘by the 

world to re-join it, in order to speak validly of Jesus Christ.’ This is literally 

the Catholic ‘mission statement’, the reason for the church’s existence. 

Historian Edmund Campion says that Catholics were persuaded by Con-

gar that ‘all of us were responsible for what the church did … that waiting 

to be told what to do was foolish …that there was work for us … as serv-

ants of the world which had its own destiny in God’s plan’ (Then and Now, 

2021). 

However, PE takes a step beyond the mission of all the baptised. While 

still using the word, PE is actually taking about a specific kind of mission. 

It’s saying that any baptised person can be called to governance in the 

church. This is a call to a more focused mission, that of leadership. 

 



36 

Distinguished Australian                            

theologian, John N. Collins, is               

helpful here. He has conclusively 

shown that in the New Testament 

the Greek word diakonia, which   

we translate as ‘ministry’, refers                

explicitly to a public role of                 

leadership in the church’s mission, 

which is recognised by the                     

community (Diakonia. Re-

interpreting the Ancient Sources, 

1990). So, leaders in Catholic 

schools, hospitals, aged care, social 

services or, in the terms of PE, a    

Vatican dicastery, are called to             

ministerial leadership. Other staff 

are invited to share in the mission  

of proclaiming Christ in the world, 

or participating in and supporting 

the ethos of the organisation. 

While PR is right when it re-situates 

mission in baptism, it would have 

been much clearer if it had picked 

up John Collins’ re-interpretation of 

diakonia, ministry, because that is 

what it is really referring to when it 

talks about ‘presiding over a 

dicastery.’ 

In the Australian context I would               

argue that the women and men                         

exercising leadership in a specific 

work of the church are truly                     

ministers. In a Catholic school, for 

example, the principal and the               

RE co-ordinator are the ministerial 

leaders of the school community, 

modelling and engendering the 

mission of proclaiming Christ and 

the Catholic tradition. 

In hospitals and aged care facilities 

the leadership ministry is more                

complex with their disparate                   

medical, nursing and domestic staff, 

visiting doctors and specialists, and 

volunteers. Most Catholic hospitals 

are now part of larger organisations 

such as Mercy Health, St Vincent’s 

Health Australia, or Calvary Health 

Care, with an overall coordinating 

body, Canberra-based Catholic 

Health Australia (CHA). CHA                      

focuses its ministerial emphasis on 

the ‘wholistic healing ministry’ of  

Jesus, meaning that he cured and            

integrated the whole person, not 

just the physical illness or disease. 

In conclusion, there’s no doubt that 

PE is a revolutionary, if understated 

document. It would have been 

clearer if it had picked up Collins’ 

re-interpretation of ministry as 

leadership because that’s what its 

talking about. But it is a decisive, 

even revolutionary theological shift 

because it re-roots ministry in the 

mission to which all are called by 

baptism. 
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New Bishop of Hull brought in from New Zealand 

 - By HATTIE WILLIAMS 

THE next Suffragan Bishop of Hull in the diocese of York is to be Dr                     

Eleanor Sanderson, Downing Street announced on Wednesday. 

Dr Sanderson has been the Assistant Bishop of Wellington in the Anglican 

Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia since 2017. She suc-

ceeds the Rt Revd Alison White, who retired in February after seven years 

in office, and will be the second bishop translated from New Zealand in 

recent years. (The first was Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, who was the Bishop of 

Waikato before her installation as Area Bishop of Ripon in 2018.) 

The Bishop of Hull is one of three suffragans of the Archbishop of York, 

and has particular responsibility for the archdeaconry of the East Riding, 

which includes the city of Hull, the East Riding of Yorkshire, and part of 

the North Yorkshire coast, including Scarborough and reaching as far 

north as Ravenscar. 

Dr Sanderson said on Wednesday that she was “excited and humbled” by 

her appointment. Of the diocese of Wellington, she said: “I have been 

deeply struck by how readily people here can testify to the hope of 

Christ visible around them. It will be an honour to interweave my own 

strands of faith, hope, and love with the faith, hope, and love lived so vi-

brantly within the diocese of York.” 

She was ordained in 2005 in the diocese of Wellington, where she was lat-

er appointed Canon Theologian and went on to serve as Vicar of St Al-

ban’s, Eastbourne, and chaplain of Wellesley College, an Anglican boys’ 

preparatory school. She became the first woman bishop in the diocese, 

and the fourth in the country, when she was consecrated in 2017. 

Dr Sanderson was born in Hinderwell in North Yorkshire in 1977. She 

grew up in Derbyshire and came to faith at the University of Bristol, 

where she read geography; this was the start of an illustrious academic 

career. She then studied at Victoria University, Wellington, for a Master’s 

degree in development studies in 2003, and for a doctorate in geography 
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in 2006, before completing a further Master’s degree in theology in 2013, 

through the University of Otago. She is a Fellow in Public Theology at the 

Centre for Anglican Communion Studies at Virginia Theological Semi-

nary, and remains a Research Associate at Victoria University. 

Dr Sanderson is the author of Our Hearts are our Homes: Reflections and 

prayers from members of the Mothers’ Union in Tanzania (2005) and has 

contributed to dozens of journals and books. 

She is married to Tim, and has two sons, aged 12 and 14. The family, who 

have lived near the University of Wellington, have recently participated 

in building a residential Christian community for young students, which 

has now grown to five houses with house leaders, daily prayers, and 

weekly patterns of mission. 

Dr Sanderson said: “Living and breathing this community has been an 

important part of role-modelling and supporting missional discipleship 

in my role as bishop in the last five years. It will be really hard to leave 

these folk, but the community is at a good stage of being led without us 

now.” 

Welcoming her appointment, the Archbishop of York said: “She has a 

great zest for life, and the joy she finds in her faith just shines out of her. . 

. Ellie has her feet planted on the ground and her eyes on Jesus as she 

rolls up her sleeves to get involved with God’s people.” 

The Bishop of Wellington, the Rt Revd Justin Duckworth, said that the dio-

cese was saying farewell with “great heaviness of heart”, but was also 

“certain that God will do great things with them in the diocese of York. . . 

We are excited to see the missional discipleship adventure unfold.” 

The Primate of New Zealand (Pakeha), the Most Revd Philip Richardson, 

said: “She has brought her unique gifts to bear in a period of significant 

transformation in the focus of mission within that diocese. She has be-

come a respected and highly valued member of the House of Bishops in 

this Church. As such, we will be extremely sad to see her go, but we gen-

uinely rejoice in the discernment that God is calling her to serve.” 
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Emilia helping Kerin at Parish Pantry   

Like You - A poem by Joanna Fuchs  

Lord help me to be in Your holy will;                                                                                        

Tell me what to do today;                                                                                                    

Lead me in Your righteousness;                                                                                               

Make me more like You, I pray. 

Guard me against this corrupting world,                                                                        

Its perverted priorities, temptations, too.                                                                         

Direct my mind toward Your commands,                                                                                    

So I can focus my life on You. 

Fill my heart with Your light and love,                                                                                      

So I can assist those I see in need;                                                                                         

With You as my role model, let me be                                                                                         

Like You in thought and word and deed. 
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  Amos 7.1-17; Psalm 82;  Colossians 1.1-14;                          

 Luke 10.25-37  

Today we read the well-known story of the Good                 

Samaritan. It’s hard for us to imagine how this 

would have sounded to Jesus’ original audience 

as Samaritans were  regarded as schismatics or 

perhaps even as heretics, but the thought that 

one of them might be good was a virtual impossibility. Nonetheless, Je-

sus commands his hearers, and us, to ‘go and do likewise’. It means we 

must help those even whom we revile. It's not easy, but it is, at its heart, a 

simple command.  

 Jesus Christ, you show me that even those I despise can teach me                      

something, and that they are worthy of your love through me. Help 

me                never to forget this teaching, and to love each person I 

meet so that I may honour you.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of CAPA, the Council of  Angli-

can Provinces of Africa.  

 Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022  

Quote of the Week …  

 "Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the 

treasure that it is, and cleave to it as the highest price of every pleasure and 

the deepest comfort in every pain. What was once foolishness to us -                       

a crucified God—must become our wisdom and our power and our only 

boast in this world.”  

- John Piper,  an American New Testament scholar, Reformed theologian, 

pastor, and chancellor of Bethlehem College & Seminary in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 
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Unfinished Business! Save the Date!   

Dear MOW friend and/or supporter, 

It’s thirty years since Anglican women were first ordained as priests in 

Australia. 

But there are still dioceses – Sydney Diocese chief among them – that 

limit or refuse to acknowledge women’s ordained ministry. The time is 

ripe to challenge this stance. 

The Movement for the Ordination of Women Australia is organising a  

conference in Sydney from 16 to 18 September 2022 – Unfinished                  

Business – to recognise the struggle for Anglican women’s ordination in 

Australia, celebrate the courage and service of ordained women, and 

honour those who have fought for women’s ordination over many years. 

The program is still being finalised, but speakers who will be addressing 

the past, present and future of women’s ordained ministry include Dr Julia 

Baird, Professor Eileen Baldry AO, the Rev’d Val Graydon, Ms Anne 

Hywood, the Rev’d Canon Professor Dorothy Lee, the Hon Keith Mason 

AC QC, the Rev’d Dr Lesley McLean, the Rev’d Dr Colleen O’Reilly AM, 

the Rev’d Angela Peverell, Dr Gwenneth Roberts, the Rev’d Gloria Shipp, 

and the Rev’d Elisa Helen Waterhouse CSC. 

The conference will be held at Christ Church St Laurence, 812 George 

Street, Sydney. Program and registration details will be posted on the 

MOW website as they become available (https://mowatch.com.au/) 

If you have any queries, or wish to be removed from the conference mail-

ing list, do contact me at secretary@mowatch.com.au.  And please for-

ward this email to anyone you know who may be interested in the confer-

ence or supporting MOW. 

Elaine Lindsay                                                                                                                    

National Secretary, MOW 

 OUTDOORS …  
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[PRIEST] Sure in the knowledge of 

God’s love for us and moved by his 

compassion, let us pray for the  

Church, those in need and all his 

creation.  

Heavenly Father, you built your 

church on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets with Jesus as 

its cornerstone. Further its mission of 

peace and love and support Justin of 

Canterbury, Archbishop Kanishka, 

Bishop Michael and the Anglican 

Communion worldwide, particularly 

the Province of Uganda. We give 

thanks for this beautiful church. Bless 

all who worship here, Fr James and 

our parish ministry team, those who 

use their gifts to enhance our worship 

and the Parish Pantry team members 

and everyone who supports them as 

they reach out with love to those in 

need.  

Dedicate us to your service and help 

us to maintain the sanctity of this 

place. Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer 

Heavenly Father, from whom all truth 

and peace proceed, kindle the true 

love of peace in the hearts and minds 

of all people and especially in the 

leaders of the nations. We pray for 

your protection of the innocent 

victims of the war in Ukraine and all 

other conflict zones and the aid 

agencies working to alleviate their 

distress, Give wisdom to our leaders, 

Elizabeth our Queen, Prime Minister 

Albanese, Premier Perrotet and all 

national and local leaders.  

Dedicate us to your service and help 

us to maintain the sanctity of our 

world. Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer 

Heavenly Father, you entrusted to us 

the stewardship of this precious, 

ancient land. Help us to respond 

wisely to the conflict between human 

need and the need to protect the 

environment and its flora and fauna. 

When disasters occur, help us to 

learn the lessons from the past and to 

look to wiser decisions for the future. 

Strengthen all who find their homes 

and businesses inundated again. Give 

them the courage they need to start 

again and the practical support they 

will need going forward. 

Dedicate us to your service and help 

us to maintain the sanctity of this land. 

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer 

Heavenly Father, your love reaches us 

in all the phases of our life, in our joy 

and sorrow. Touch the lives of all who 

are weighed down by the troubles of 

INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 10th July 2022 

Pentecost 5  Year C 
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this life: the lonely, those who mourn, the unemployed, the destitute, the sick 

and dying, especially those who have asked for out prayers and others known 

to us: Fr James; Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; Rosemary B and 

Theo B; Robyn Collins; June Cameron; Roger Davidson; Elsie Dunnam; Vince 

Foster; Malcolm Green; Fr Robin Hutcheon; Leonora Jacqueline; Enid Kell; 

Lindy Lloyd-Owens; David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister Palmer; Sally 

Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Gaye Rand; Scott; Fran Sellers; Diane Smith; Peter 

Sorensen; Sylvia; Sylvia Seers, Daphne Storey; Jean Storey and Bob Woods.   

Dedicate us to your service and help us to maintain the sanctity of life. Lord in 

your mercy  

Hear our prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the glorious company of the apostles and 

prophets, especially St Paul.  We continue to commend to your keeping John 

Carey, our family and friends departed and those whose year’s mind occurs at 

this time: Helen; Vanessa Tormey, Ann Johnson, Eleanor Laurence, Jim Foster,                    

James Vincent McNeill (Vanessa McNeill’s father); Norma Melrose, Deanna 

Young, Beverly Collins and David Richardson. Rest eternal grant unto them, O 

Lord and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Light us with you grace and bring us all to be united with you and all the 

company of heaven. 

[PRIEST] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.                                                                

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 The Week Ahead... 

Midweek communion - There will be NO service next Wednesday 13th of 

July.  

Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week  

 Monday 4th July - Benedict of Nursia. Abbot (d.550) 

 Wednesday 13th July - Sydney James Kirkby, Pioneer of Outback Ministry        

                     and the Bush Church Aid Society (d.1935) 
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