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ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God
with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping
with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest,
Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee
in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
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Year B

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

Acts 4.32-37

The First Reading

Acts 3.12-20

Ps 133

The Psalm

Ps 4

1 John 1.1-2.2

The Epistle

1 John 2.15-17; 3.1-6

John 20.19-31

The Gospel

Luke 24.36b-48
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News from around St Paul’s
Services at St Paul’s
St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe
business.
Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government:
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/premier-expected-to-further-ease-nsw-scovid-19-restrictions-20210324-p57dkz.html

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been
observing will need to be observed each and every week.
The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all
who attend these worship Services:
1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I
don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will
(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health –
which is why we have closed down all of our groups).
2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to,
such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical
distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied.
3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is
seated close to.
4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers).
5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.
Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be
served.
Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea
and must not mingle.
6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal
requirements.
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If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives
then we will review matters at that point in time.
I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing
you again soon.
With every blessing.
Peace,
James.

Trading Table Goes Public
Due to popular demand we are taking the Trading table back to the
front of the church on Saturday April 17, 2021.
We will have jams, chutneys, cakes and biscuits and small garden
plants.
It will be open from 9.00am to 12 noon.
Volunteers are needed to help at the Trading Table and of course
people to bake lots of cakes etc.
If you can help in any way please contact Pam or leave a message at
the office.

Lenten Envelopes need to be returned
Please return your Lenten Envelopes via the Collection Basket.
Many thanks to those who have been regularly retuning the ABM Lenten Envelopes which of course is voluntary.
Burwood has always been strong supporters of the ABM Lenten appeal
over many years.
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Thank You from the Trading Table
Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh
goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised
$177.35 last Sunday.
Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer
are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex
and children’s socks $5.
There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange,
Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Lime,
Mandarin, Cumquat, Butters ( Lemon, Lime, lemon & lime) peach &
plum, apricot, strawberry, raspberry, strawberry & apple, rhubarb,
Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple jams, Quince jelly, Crab Apple jelly, Lilly
Pilly Jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko & Ginger, Pear &
Apple, Cumquat, mango, Paw Paw, spicy tomato sauces. I also have
Australian honey.
If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please
let me know and will try to make it for you.
Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce.
St Paul’s Torches & fans are still available $2 each, post cards $1 and
mugs at $8
St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or black) $10 each or 3 for $25
St Paul’s Calendars: they have now all been sold and a profit was made
St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each.
Jig Saws: 2 x 500 pieces $3 each
Cane Magazine Rack $10
Small hanging clothes rack $8
Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have
some kits available for sale at varying prices.
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Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley available for $2 each

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each
White and Blue Salvia, African Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents
plus more
We have a selection of books, CD’s and DVD’s available for sale $1
each
The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If
anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc
please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect.
Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first.
Does anyone able to do folk art? Please let me Pam know.
Does anyone have any fruit trees that I could have some fruit for making jams? Please let Pam know.
Pam Brock

Mother’s Day Raffle
Tickets will be available for sale on Sunday. They will be $2 each or 3
for $5
Prize a handmade queen size quilt plus more

QUOTE OF THE WEEK...
“The point is not that the resurrection is the price paid for our sins. The
point is that the resurrection proves the death of Jesus is an all-sufficient
price. If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then his death was a failure,
God did not vindicate his sin-bearing achievement, and we are still in
our sins.”
- Martin Luther King (1929-1968)

An African American Baptist minister and activist for racial equality
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Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
My Dear Friends,
Thank you for all that you have done to help make our Lent, Holy Week,
and Easter so very special.
David, Bailey, and the Choir have enriched our worship marvellously
through this period. Thank you.
The Church looked beautiful, with the magnificent flowers, having
lovingly been prepared on Holy Saturday.
It was great to have the Bell Ringers call us to worship, and everyone
who participated in any way made our Services so very special. Thank
you everyone.
As with Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday, our beautiful
worship of God last night and today was sublime – beautiful, meaningful, thought provoking, joyous, and, as is right and proper, a wonderful
celebration of the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Thank you, everyone, for helping to make it so.
Lent, Holy Week and Easter are at the heart of our faith and we at St.
Paul's have grown in faith, hope, and love as we have contemplated and
worshipped the One who gives of himself completely in love and
through whom we have our great hope in that as he died and rose again
so too shall we and that in his one, complete, and sufficient sacrifice for
the whole world we shall see creation made whole once more.
I am truly grateful to you all for your love and care and for your part in
all of this (not only with our worship but also in the process of
co-operating with God in the re-creation of our beautiful but broken
world).
With my love and thanks and with every blessing for a holy Easter.
Peace,
James.
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The Offertory
The Offertory is a core part of our worship as we present ourselves
(represented by the bread and wine – the common holy things of God)
to God which God graciously accepts as a token of our humble
offering of ourselves as a living sacrifice and through which God
chooses to be present with us in the Body and Blood of his Son Jesus
Christ.
Parishioners will bring the elements of bread and wine up from the
body of the Church to the Sanctuary for the Prayer of Consecration at
the beginning of the Offertory Hymn.
Re-instituting the Offertory is a very nice way to include more people
and take the focus off the Collection and put it back on the offering of
ourselves as a living sacrifice to God as represented in the bread and
the wine – which God so graciously receives and transforms.
Now that we have become accustomed to this practice we also have the
collection plates in the centre aisle near the Font as people enter so
they put their offering in as soon as they arrive. The plates are then
taken up during the Offertory hymn after the bread and wine.
Welcomers bring up the collection along with but after those who
bring up the elements of bread and wine as soon as the Offertory
Hymn (after all, it is called the Offertory Hymn and not the collection
hymn) commences.
Every serious scholar of the liturgy, not just dilettantes whose sole
interest in the liturgy is arcane elements alone that suit their personal
disposition and biases, from Dom Gregory Dix on maintain the central
place and vital importance of The Offertory in our liturgy. In the
Christian Tradition from the earliest days (say from around 55 AD and
probably before when it is clear that the early Church worshipped
God in a way pretty much the same as we do now) The Liturgy of the
Word (taken from the Jewish Synagogue worship) was interwoven to
The Liturgy of The Sacrament (the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of
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Christ) through the Offertory which is quite literally at the centre of our
liturgy.
Cranmer’s great contribution to the liturgy was to prune all of the
arcane and superstitious nonsense out and to restore the liturgy to the
true and ancient form that unites us to the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church. This is the shape of the liturgy that we at St. Paul’s
faithfully observe as we worship the Word spoken and the Word broken
and I will not have this liturgy dumbed down nor will I have it tarted
up – as I said on Sunday, although I am a cradle Anglican I choose to
remain an Anglican because our worship is beautiful and our worship
inspires, challenges, and compels us to love our neighbour.
Surely our worship of God, as Jesus commands us, is to help us to love
our neighbour. I John 4:20 reminds us that:
“Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen.”
Surely our worship of God should make us kinder, gentler, more
understanding, and more loving.

Used Stamps
We collect used stamps for Anglican Board of
Mission. These are a good source of fund raising
for ABM.
Please leave a 2cm margin around them if
possible.
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof
150,000
145
140,000
135

Please send donations to:

130,000
125

A/C Name:
St Paul’s Anglican Church

120,00

BSB Number:
032062

115
110,000

A/C Number:
250028

105
100,000
95
90,000
85
80,000
75
70,000
65
60,000
55
50,000
45 - 47,750
40,000
35
30,000
25
20,000
15,
10,000
5
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Mark for :
“Hall Roof”

$ 47,750
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What is happening at St Paul’s
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BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR
@ ST PAUL’S
Have you missed singing ?
Do you like to sing along in the car, on your iPod or in the
supermarket, or in the shower?
Please come and join others who love to sing too!
The Community Choir is back, on Wednesday evenings in the Small Hall (behind
the Large Hall). We would love you to come and join us. 5.30pm – 6.30pm
This Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing any type of music
regardless of ability or experience and there are no auditions., nor do you
have to be able to read music.
What is special about this choir?
We want it to be a celebration of the diversity of our community and without

any barriers to entry.
Choir members will be asked to pay a small weekly fee - whatever you can
afford. $10. $5 0r $0, to cover the costs of the music etc.
We are also looking for Foundation Members who would be willing to sponsor
two or three choir members by donating $20 per week
Any surplus funds that it makes will go to support the work of the Parish Pantry.
DIRECTOR: Mrs Barbara Stone, retired Principal MLC School, Burwood.
CONDUCTOR: Mrs Karen Carey of the film - Mrs Carey’s Concert
If you are interested in learning more please contact our Registrar Rosemary
King on 97474327 or just come along at 5.30pm
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 22)

By Kerin Brown
Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.
They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the
presence of the divine.

St Matthew – Part of East Window
St Matthew is often depicted with an angel. Our window has Matthew
with a child angel kneeling before him, holding a scroll. In the East
window, we see the four evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, two
either side of St Paul, our church’s patron saint.
In Matthew’s gospel he is named Matthew. In the gospels of Mark and
Luke, Matthew has been associated with the man Levi, son of Alphaeus.
In these gospels he is a tax collector, despised by the Jews for
collaborating with the Romans. But Jesus calls him, and Matthew invites
Jesus to a feast at his home. Scribes and Pharisees criticise Jesus for
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eating with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus answers them in this way:
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick;
I have come to call not the righteous, but sinners.”(Mark 2:17)
Matthew’s story about worrying leapt out at me.
“Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly father feeds them.
Are you not of more value than they?...So do not worry about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for
today.” (Matthew 6:25-26, 34)
I remember learning these words by heart in first year high school. During the COVID-19 pandemic, it is timely to look again at these words.
There’s no point in worrying unnecessarily about things you can’t
change, or things that are not important. It has been a time of reflection
and introspection. What is important to me? I have reconsidered friendships and how I spend my time each day. I thank God for the many blessings I have been given. And God is always there.
Captain Cook noted, with what sounds like envy, in his journal on August
23rd 1770 that the indigenous people seemed so much happier than him
and the other Europeans: “…being wholy unacquainted not only with the
superfluous but the necessary conveniencies so much sought after in Europe, they are happy in not knowing the use of them. They live in a Tranquillity which is not disturb’d by the Inequality of the Condition.” It
struck me that they were living just as Matthew suggested in his gospel.
Matthew the Apostle - Wikipedia
Captain James Cook > James Cook's Journals (captaincooksociety.com)

Today’s window was a gift of the parishioners.
The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by
Ronald and Cicely O’Brien
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PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021
Easter Break until Wednesday 21 April (including School Holidays)
First Community Choir @ St Paul’s Family/Community Concert
Friday 18th or 25th June
School Holidays: 26th June - 11th July (Choir Break)
Choir resumes:14th July
Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September
School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break)
Choir resumes: 6th October
Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December

PARISH PANTRY for 2021
Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking
the Parish Pantry this year.
In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be
decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects
the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical
as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk
contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small
packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and
the small bottles/packets of coffee.

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We
have a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up
the good work.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam.
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.
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Acts 4.32-37; Psalm 133;
1 John 1.1 – 2.2; John 20.19-31

Today the Psalmist extols the notion of families living
together in unity. It’s the same for the Church – unity
(not uniformity) means that our ecclesiastical life
ought to be one of supporting one another and
building each other up in Christ’s name. As the old hymn says, The
Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord. May we remember that in
everything we do as members of the Church.


May everything I do work towards the unity and growth of my parish
and my diocese.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of
Melanesia.

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board
of Mission, 2021

Prayer cards
In Romans 6: 26-27 we read:
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. (NRSV)
Please take time to pray, either before, during, or after the Service to
allow the Spirit to intercede for the saints according to the will of God.
If you pray for someone, you might like to send them a card. These
beautiful cards are on the table in front of the Icon of St. Paul in the South
Transept, where you might light a candle for those for whom you have prayed,
and we are grateful to the Parishioners who designed and made them for us.
22
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
this week and other donations:
≈ Good Friday Incl. Holy Week: $650.00
≈ Easter: $2127.00
≈ Other Offertory donations: $1045.00
≈ Memorial Flowers: $250.00
≈ Parish Pantry: $395.00
≈ Wardens’ Appeal for Hall Roof: $1200.00
≈ Sale of Calendar: $224.00

For Parish Pantry

TOTAL OF GIVING: $5891.00

AND For Community Choir

Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…
NSW homelessness deemed 'humanitarian crisis' as new
wave hits amid rental market squeeze
- By Giselle Wakatama
Domestic violence and homelessness groups along with tenancy advocates say New South Wales is on the brink of a 'humanitarian crisis' in
terms of homelessness.
A rally in Newcastle on Monday was told crisis accommodation was at
capacity and rental vacancies were virtually non-existent.
Nicole Grgas from the Hunter Tenants Advice and Advocacy Service
says people are desperate and resources are stretched to the limit.
She says people who are now at risk have nowhere to go.
"And we are speaking to more tenants who have orders from tribunals
that it is time for them to leave their homes, " Ms Grgas said.
"What they are saying is, 'I have to move into my car, I have to split my
family up into different relatives' houses because I have got nowhere to
go.'"
"People are telling us that they are not even able to get storage for their
goods, that's how many people are in the market at the moment," she
said.
"People are being priced out or just being unable to compete with
some of those people coming into the market."

Lack of housing widespread
Kelly Hansen is the chief executive for Nova for Women and says the
end of JobSeeker and JobKeeper, as well as the rent-rise moratorium,
have created a perfect storm.
"I have worked in this sector for 35 years. I am terrified," she said.
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"I think that this is a humanitarian crisis and it is now going to be more
visible to the wider community."
Ms Hansen said homelessness was affecting a cross-section of people,
many of who had never been without a home before.
"Look around you, we have got people who are two-income earners getting evicted and they can't find properties, they are shocked, we are all
shocked," she said.
It is a scenario not lost on Homelessness NSW chief executive Katherine
McKernan.
"With the loss of JobSeeker and JobKeeper, we have done some economic modelling and in Newcastle, for example, we are looking at potentially an increase in homelessness of up to about 38 per cent and
people living in housing stress [at] around a 70 per cent increase," she
said.
And the problem has not been isolated to Newcastle with people at the
rally told of a statewide crisis.

"People are staying with their [domestic violence] perpetrators, or
sleeping rough, under houses and stairwells," Ms McKernan said
"And people are often separated from their children, living in the car or
tent, while children stay with family."
More crisis accommodation needed
In November, the Minister for Families Communities and Disability Services, Gareth Ward, announced a $29-million expansion of the NSW government's Together Home project to address rough sleepers.
But a crisis worker from the Matthew Talbot Hostel said that was not
enough.
He told the crowd the local hostel had received 119 referrals for homeless people in distress in the past month alone.
The rally ended with Jenny's story, read out by an advocate.
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"[After] 53 years … [of] severe domestic violence, Jenny had been living
with her husband and had no rental history or home of her own," it read.
"This left Jenny with nowhere to stay.
"Jenny spent two nights in hotel temporary accommodation before
entering a women's refuge."
The advocate then explained that because of severe injuries sustained at
the hands of her abuser Jenny could not work, which meant she was
priced out of the rental market.

"Jenny's rental affordability is $215 per week," the advocate said.
"There are currently no properties in the Newcastle area that are
affordable for Jenny.
"Jenny wanted you to know this, these are her words."

Put aside party differences to create affordable housing,
Archbishop Welby tells politicians
- by Pat Ashworth

THE Archbishop of Canterbury has called on the Government and opposition parties to agree on a housing vision that is long-term and beyond
party politics.
Archbishop Welby secured a four-hour Grand Committee debate in the
House of Lords on Wednesday, during which he presented the substance
and vision of the Coming Home report by the Archbishops’ Commission
on Housing, Church and Community (News, 26 February). He described
the report as “a brilliant, seminal piece of work that has not shied away
from challenging the Church before it has challenged anyone else”.
The Commission’s emerging slogan was “good homes, affordable for
all”, he said. “We wanted to build a positive vision for housing, one that
has been lacking in our English national understanding for many decades and that has a holistic understanding of being human at its heart.
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“No one, not even Government, can solve this on their own. Historic
failure under all parties shows that. The Church wants to partner with
other institutions on the ground: faith groups, local government, charities, housing associations, developers and anyone else who wants to
work with us.
“But to transform our housing landscape, there is a need for sacrifice,
which will be required from all of us, whether we are individuals inclined to nimbyism, organisations and companies whose primary concern is profit, or governments whose priorities are influenced by short
-term election cycles.
“The Commission calls for a long-term, non-partisan strategy to deal
with the crisis. The mess we find ourselves in is not the fault of any one
government of the Left or Right; it is more than 40 years in the making.
Simply building more houses will not solve the problem. We cannot
build them fast enough to make any meaningful impact on prices and,
realistically, what government would intentionally reduce house prices
and thus the housing wealth of a large part of the electorate? Even if
they did, electoral cycles are not long enough to incentivise long-term
strategic thinking.”
Archbishop Welby called on the Government to adopt a definition of
affordable housing which was based on income levels rather than market rates, and to outline any plans that it had to increase the proportion
of genuinely affordable new homes being built.
Data from the Government’s Public Land for Housing Programme
showed that only 15 per cent of housing on land sold by the public
sector was affordable, and less than three per cent was for social rent,
Archbishop Welby said. He asked: “Will all parties commit to ensuring
that the law enables the use of all public sector and charitable land to
maximise long-term social and environmental values, not just a crude
measure of highest price?
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“I believe that this is a fight for the heart and soul — of the Church of
England, yes, but also of our country. Where is our treasure? Is it in
shoring up riches for ourselves, or do we say that our treasure is in our
neighbours, our communities, those who are impoverished and
struggling? Where are our hearts?”
“I am adamant that the work of this Commission cannot result simply in
words. There has to be action — in the Church and elsewhere. There must
be change. Good homes available for all is a moral imperative. . . Millions
of people have stayed in their homes to protect their fellow human beings this year. Let us repay them by making sure that everyone has a
home which is sustainable, safe, secure, sociable and satisfying.”
Lord Blunkett congratulated Archbishop Welby for the “powerful and
heartfelt way” in which he had presented “an unanswerable case”. Building houses for people to live in was “fundamentally about the building
blocks of a civilised society”, he said.
In calling for all parties to be able to commit themselves to the “clarion
call from the Church of England”, he spoke of long conversations with
the the Revd Dr Alan Billings, who served on the Commission that produced the Faith in the City report in 1983-84, “another era of great division. He assures me as a Methodist that it was a commitment underpinned by radical and sustainable theology. I cannot speak to that, but I
know that carrying forward reports such as the one that we are debating
today will happen only if there is political commitment.”
A former Church Commissioner, Lord Best, was one of several peers to
raise the issue of reform of charity law. “The first obstacle to attempts to
dispose of a piece of church land or buildings on favourable terms — for
example to a community lands trust or a voluntary body working for the
homeless — is the confusing legal obligation on any charity to reject all
but the ‘best terms reasonably obtainable’,” he said.
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Are we all in this together?
by Ursula Stephens
At the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, the government reassured
Australia ‘We’re all in this together’ but the truth is that the end of JobKeeper and the Coronavirus supplement payments will leave more than
2.6 million people in poverty.
The end of the $90 billion JobKeeper payment is being met with trepidation by many hundreds of thousands of Australians. While industry
groups, unions and social service advocates continue to urge the federal
government to provide extra support to struggling sectors to replace the
wage subsidy scheme and offset major job losses, Treasury’s latest estimates are that up to 150,000 jobs may be lost. Other economists predict
this to be closer to 200,000 jobs.
These job losses are expected to have a disproportionate impact on already disadvantaged areas, with a recent analysis by SGS Economics and
Planning highlighting that disadvantaged communities bore the brunt of
the effects of the pandemic and the pandemic response.
JobKeeper, paid directly to employers, has helped keep the Australian
economy afloat as whole industries were forced to close to stop the
spread of coronavirus. Australia’s scheme aimed to keep a connection
between workers and employers, allowing a faster recovery when the
health crisis was under control. In mid 2020, 3.6 million Australians were
on Jobkeeper, of a workforce of around 13 million people.
Australian jobs lost during the pandemic were largely in customer service, creative arts, hospitality or tourism-related jobs where people do
not have the ability to work from home. Many small businesses in food
and beverage, transport, personal services, accommodation and recreation services that have depended on JobKeeper are predicted to increase
in defaults and closures.
The ‘safe harbour’ provisions for insolvency have now ceased and it is
expected that many marginal businesses will close for good. Many
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workers who were on the $1000 per fortnight JobKeeper and lose their
jobs, will shift to JobSeeker, which has been reduced to $620.80 per
fortnight.
'This change will mean that more than 2.6 million people receiving income support will be below the poverty line.'
Catholic social service agencies across the country are already seeing an
increase in stress and domestic violence referrals. Requests for material
support, food relief, financial counselling, and emergency assistance are
on the rise as housing affordability, precarious housing and homelessness increase.
Of great concern to our services is the pressure on rental affordability,
when the fortnightly $150 Coronavirus Supplement disappears and is replaced by the $50 JobSeeker increase. This change will mean that more
than 2.6 million people receiving income support will be below the poverty line.
The chart below, prepared by Simone Casey, Research Associate, Future
Social Service Institute, RMIT University, highlights the extent of the issue.

Households and people on income support falling under poverty line as
COVID supplement reduces (based on DSS data February 2021)
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In our paper Strong Economy,
Stronger Australia: Building our
Prosperity to Serve the Common
Good, CSSA advocated for several
initiatives to help boost economic
activity and social equity. Among
other measures, we call for a significant investment in the Care Sector
to deliver an appropriately trained
and renumerated workforce. Such
an investment would improve workforce retention and quality of service, which will not only support
the recommendations coming out
of the Royal Commission into Aged
Care but create ongoing and rewarding work for thousands of Australians.

Social Research Methods Mapping
the Potential identifies clearly the
localities and electorates that
would benefit most from such initiatives.

CSSA also recommends initiatives
that address the social inequality
highlighted throughout the Covid19 crisis. Initiatives that include establishing an expert panel review
of the welfare system to make recommendations about the adequacy
of payments; reform of Australia’s
job programs to improve outcomes;
and setting a target of a ‘Full Employment Economy’, where everyone has access to a job with sufficient hours and enough pay to enable them to live with dignity.

Addressing gendered
violence in Australia

Our research with ANU Centre for

Poverty and disadvantage will continue to be entrenched in Australia’s poorest suburbs unless governments and communities can work
together to re-imagine a fairer future for Australia as it emerges
from the Covid-19 pandemic. It is in
our national interests to do so.
Dr Ursula Stephens is Chief
Executive Officer of Catholic Social
Services Australia.

- By Barry Gittins, a Melbourne
Writer

We don’t want to admit the truth of
who we are as a nation: there are
Australians who are violent toward
the people they say they love the
most. Living among us are those
who take what they want, out of entitlement, privilege and the naked
use of power.
Almost 10 Australian women a day
are hospitalised for assault injuries
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perpetrated by a spouse or domestic partner. In the year that the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) made that stat, 2019, 3,600
women hospitalised for assault injuries identified a spouse or domestic
partner as the perpetrator.
The Oz social media phenomenon Destroy the Joint reports that 63 Australian women died from family violence in 2019, and 55 in 2020. This
year? At the time of writing we have lost nine Australia women. A different site, Impact, states that, at the time of writing, 17 Australians have
been killed through family violence.

Those lists do not even begin to include those who are suffering from
lifelong physical, emotional, psychological, mental and spiritual limitations and pain brought on by the experience of physical assault, sexual
abuse and rape. Nor do they address the relational impact on those who
with friends and relatives who have survived it or been lost to it.
The violent abuse of power in our homes, in our governments, is being
laid bare. It begs the questions how many have suffered during a plague
that shut many of us into confined quarters with abusers.

When I interviewed Victoria Police Chief Commissioner Graham Ashton
in his final week before retiring in June 2020; he listed mental health issues as coming second as a ‘statistically significant issue we deal with
[following] family violence’.
'We see the world and our place in it through a gendered lens. Denying
the reality of that lens of experience only hides our problems.'
‘We respond to a mental health issue every 10 minutes, and our members respond to a family violence issue every seven or eight minutes,’ he
added, ‘and attending issues stemming from drug addiction or substance abuse follows on from that.’
Police attend a family violence issue every seven or eight minutes. Think
about that.
Last April, the ABC reported police attending family violence issues in
Victoria every six minutes. Nationally, 2016 stats says police were
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responding to a family violence incident every two minutes.

These stats beggar description. In June 2020, based on 2019 figures, the
Australian Bureau of Statistics reported that some ‘one in three homicide
offences (30 per cent) and sexual assaults (33 per cent) were family and
domestic violence related’.
You can take your own best guess at how prevalent violence is for most
of us in Oz. This is more shoulder-shrugging than fearmongering on my
part — it's under-reported and under-researched; not understood.
At the Salvation Army Melbourne Project 614 on Bourke Street, where I
have worked since March 2020, we get referrals for practical support
from family violence agencies. The Salvation Army has noticed a rise in
enquiries for information and requests for support regarding family violence.
The regional manager for the Salvation Army Family Violence Services
for South East Victoria, Giselle Bailey, told me last year that family violence services in her area had been closed because of the pandemic
and subsequent government decisions, with their workers doing their
roles from home.
She said services for family violence have never ceased throughout the
pandemic, and staff were committed to this while working from home.
Physical offices were closed, but the demand for services had not
changed.
The head of The Salvation Army’s Social Mission Department, Major Jenny Begent, told me during last year’s lockdowns that an increase in requests for additional information and support could possibly parlay into
an increase in people applying to access the Salvos’ family violence services — once the various lockdowns have been lifted and partners are
back at their places of employment again.
This is a complex subject, still taboo for some. While I don’t know any
friends or family who are struggling with family violence issues, for me
to say so baldly is in itself a Pollyanna statement; the context of family
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violence is more subtext.

physical strength — biological determinism doesn’t cut it. Toxic masAbusing power reveals itself relucculinity looms as an apt descriptantly as a taboo thought; an illicit
tion and driver.
public conversation even today.
Family violence manifests into
Living within many of us are
visibility to the public often
personal and generational
through overheard cries for help, memories; the bestowing and
court cases and IVOs.
receiving of backhanders,
shirtfronts, ‘don’t argues’ and the
Many of the commentariat rightly
sporting glory of normalised
suspect that things have worsened
violence. We see the world and our
because of COVID-19. Uniting
place in it through a gendered
Church social work doyen and
lens. Denying the reality of that
former Victorian Government
lens of experience only hides our
minister for education Bronwyn
problems.
Pike told me about a year ago
(May 2020) that family violence
The death of Rosie Batty’s son at
‘can be very hidden in a pandem- the hands of his father, 20 years
ic… People are not coming
later, and Rosie’s subsequent and
forward because they are locked in ongoing contribution to public
a house with the perpetrator of
discourse as an Australian of the
violence; they don’t have the
Year (2015), have done much to
freedom to get out and seek assis- open up this taboo subject. Sadly,
tance.’
Batty’s brave efforts to encourage
conversation and generate lasting
Things are dire; accounts of rape,
change attracted some trollish
sexual misconduct and dismissive
responses.
responses infest our institutions
and governments.
It seems often it is two steps
forward, one step backward.
The hardest question, the why, is
submerged. Even accounting for
And as we trudge forward towards
the many imbalances of power that non-violence, the social media
sustain our communities, it is more feeds keep counting dead people.
complex than a matter of relative
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Jordan Peterson describes his difficulties with Christianity
- by Megan Dent
THE author of the well-known book 12 Rules for Life (2018), Dr Jordan B.
Peterson, who is a professor of psychology at the University of Toronto,
wrestled publicly last month with his beliefs about Christianity, after
pondering them during prolonged illness.
In a podcast interview with Jonathan Pageau, Professor Peterson said:
“What you have in the figure of Christ is an actual person who actually
lived, plus a myth, and, in some sense, Christ is the union of those two
things. The problem is I probably believe that, but I’m amazed at my
own belief and I don’t understand it.”
But, he continued, on the verge of tears: “It’s too terrifying a reality to
fully believe. I don’t even know what would happen to you if you fully
believed it.”
Professor Peterson noted that, when asked in the past whether he believed in God, “I’ve answered in various ways, ‘No, but I’m afraid he
probably exists.’”
He continued: “There’s no limit to what would happen if you acted like
God existed. . . It may be it’s not reasonable to say to believers, you
aren’t sufficiently transformed for me to believe that you believe in God
or that you believe the story that you’re telling me. . . the way you live
isn’t sufficient testament to the truth.
“And people would certainly say that, let’s say, about the Catholic
Church, or at least the way that it’s being portrayed, is that with all the
sexual corruption, for example, it’s like ‘Really, really, you believe that
Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and yet you act that way, and I’m
supposed to buy your belief?’
“It seems to me that the Church is actually quite guilty on that account,
because the attempts to clean up the mess have been rather halfhearted, in my estimation. Christians don’t manifest this — and I’m
including myself, I suppose, in that description — the transformation of
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attitude that enables the outside observer to easily conclude that they
believe.”
Professor Peterson has recently suffered from physical and mental
ill-health. “The fact that I’ve been living in constant pain makes the idea
of joy seem cruel, I would say, and so I have no idea how to reconcile
myself to that. I mean, I’ve reconciled myself to that by staying alive
despite it, you know.”
Professor Peterson’s latest book, Beyond Order: 12 more rules for life,
was published this month by Allen Lane. His book 12 Rules for Life: An
antidote to chaos (Books, 9 November 2018) has sold approximately five
million copies.
Professor Peterson has gained prominence as a public intellectual for
his confrontational style and views on gender: he believes that hierarchies are inevitable in human societies, and that patriarchy — which he
thinks is based on “male competence” — requires no dismantling.
In 2019, the Faculty of Divinity at the University of Cambridge rescinded
an offer of a Visiting Fellowship made to Professor Peterson, after it
became aware of a photograph of Professor Peterson posing with his
arm around a man wearing a T-shirt with the slogan “I’m a proud
Islamophobe” (News, 29 March 2019).
In articulating his vision of masculinity and personal responsibility, he
has relied heavily on the example of Christian morality, and particularly
biblical stories. In a series of lectures on the Bible, in 2017, he said that
the Flood demonstrated that, with upstanding behaviour, people could
survive chaos: Noah had “put himself together and his familial relationships were good”, which allowed him to triumph over his circumstances.
Cain met his downfall because he lacked a “grateful and inquiring posture”, whereas Abel’s contrasting temperament led to his personal and
social success.
Despite these interests, and a Christian following, religious narratives
have functioned mainly for Professor Peterson as a means of grounding
his Jungian psychological ideas in the history of morality and ritual.
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While some Christians have embraced Professor Peterson’s writings, others worry about his conflation of Christian and secular ideas. Dr Justine
Woh, a senior research Fellow at the Centre for Public Christianity, said in
an interview with ABC News, in 2019, that Professor Peterson had secularised the idea of taking up one’s cross, “which is pick up your own
heavy cross, the heaviest load, and carry that, and it will make you strong.
He is dealing with a kind of Christian ethic, but he’s channelling it into a
self-responsibility, self-actualisation message.”

What is handed over? Maundy Thursday, memory, and the
gospel - By Richard B. Hays
On Maundy Thursday, Christians gather to remember what has been
handed over. Paul reminds his readers of the tradition that he received
about Jesus’s last night with his disciples. Having received it, he in turn
handed it over to the church in Corinth, the readers to whom he is writing. He is speaking of the transmission of an early and priceless tradition:
the memory of Jesus’s final meal (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Jesus’s actions that night burned into the memory of Jesus’s followers. He
spoke strange, unforgettable words, foreshadowing his own death. And
the earliest witnesses passed these memories along to Paul. Paul does
not keep the memories as hidden treasure for himself. He stretches out
his hands to hand them on — by retelling the story.
The beginning of the story contains a play on words that is lost in many
English translations that say, “on the night when he was betrayed.” This is
a misleading rendering. Paul never refers to the story of Judas’s betrayal
of Jesus; he has something else in mind: not the betrayal of Jesus by any
human agent, but rather God’s action of handing Jesus over to death. Paul
describes God’s action with exactly the same verb he used to describe
his handing on of tradition earlier in the same sentence. So, to translate
literally: “For I received from the Lord what I also handed over to you: that
the Lord Jesus on the night in which he was handed over took bread ...”
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When we remember, then, what has been handed over, we will recall not
only the words of the transmitted tradition; we will recall also Jesus himself as the one who was handed over — handed over by God for our
sake. Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “He who did not withhold his
own Son, but handed him over for all of us, will he not with him also give
us everything else?” (Romans 8:32).
That is what we are summoned to remember.
Remembering is a subversive communal activity in an age that coaxes us
to drift in the constantly streaming, twittering present, forgetful of history,
forgetful of the past. But Paul reminds us: Jesus urged us to break the
bread and share the cup as an act of remembrance — remembering his
own death.
His words and actions recalled Israel’s ancient Passover tradition. At the
heart of Exodus 12, in the institution narrative of the Passover, God instructs Moses: “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you
shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.” When Israel celebrates the
night of Passover, year after year, what are they to remember? They remember that God remembered their suffering and acted to set them free.
And so, likewise, when we remember the night in which Jesus was handed over to be broken, we recall God’s mysterious act of deliverance,
God’s remembering us and breaking in to our history of slavery to set us
free.
But why is Paul reminding the Corinthians of the story of the night when
God handed over Jesus for our sake? And why are we remembering that
same story on this day? Paul is not writing simply to instruct the Corinthians about Eucharistic theology in general; instead, he is addressing a
specific pastoral problem in the fledgling church at Corinth. He retells
the story of Jesus’s last meal in the middle of a passage in which he is
scolding his readers for being a divided and contentious community — a
community in which the wealthier members humiliate the poorer members and leave them hungry and thirsty, even when the church gathers
for its common meal. And so, he observes with sad irony, “when you
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come together, it is not really the Lord’s supper that you’re eating.”

How could the wealthier and more privileged Corinthians have supposed themselves justified in observing status distinctions and consuming all the best food and wine, while leaving little for others? The answer: they were simply carrying on normal social practices of their time
and culture. If that seems strange to us, we might pause to consider our
own social practices: think, for example, of the wealthier passengers in
first class on an airliner, sipping champagne and eating a hot dinner,
while the passengers in coach have Coke and pretzels.
However it came about, some Corinthians were priding themselves on
status distinctions, while shaming others. That’s why Paul asks them to
reconsider their selfish and contentious actions by remembering the
night on which Jesus was handed over. Jesus’s words and actions on that
night signified that he was in fact handing himself over to death for our
sake, handing himself over as broken bread to be consumed by us in a
new feast that unites us all.
So Paul retells the remembered tradition, and then he adds his own
pithy commentary to sum up its meaning: “As often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
The sharing of the bread and wine is itself the proclamation. The Authorised Version makes the point well: “For as often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” If we truly
share with one another, we show the Lord’s self-giving. We show what it
means to be handed over.
The Supper that we share is an enacted parable — like Jesus’s action of
stripping off his clothes and washing the feet of his disciples. He who
formed humankind out of the dust of the ground now kneels, stripped
naked before us in a wet towel, to wash off the dust of our feet. That is
what this day proclaims; that is what we remember. And that is what our
common meal embodies. So, no more strife and rivalry, no more shunning the poor and weak. No more amnesia about the night when Jesus
was handed over. If we remember the Lord’s death, we will live in responsive gratitude for the Lord’s generosity by handing our own lives
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over, and sharing generously with
our brothers and sisters in the new
covenant.

Holy Week and the hatred of
the Jews: How to avoid
anti-Judaism this Easter

When we remember the Lord’s
death, we suddenly see that Jesus’s
act of footwashing, like his selfemptying death on a cross, comes
into focus as a revelation of the true
character of God. God hands himself over to us and for us. And so
the bread and wine that we share
this evening invite us to remember
— and to hand ourselves over. In so
doing, we faithfully proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

- By Amy-Jill Levine

Jesus of Nazareth, charged by the
Roman authorities with sedition,
dies on a Roman cross. But Jews —
the collective, all Jews — become
known as “Christ-killers”. Still
haunting, the legacy of that charge
becomes acute during Holy Week,
when pastors and priests who
speak about the death of Jesus have
to talk about “the Jews”. Every year,
the same difficulty surfaces: how
Richard B. Hays is George
can a gospel of love be proclaimed,
Washington Ivey Professor
if that same gospel is heard to
Emeritus of New Testament at Duke promote hatred of Jesus's own
Divinity School. He is the author of people?
many books, including The Moral
The charge against “the Jews”
Vision of the New Testament,
permeates the pages of the New
Echoes of Scripture in the Letters
Testament. In the gospel of
of Paul, Echoes of Scripture in the
Matthew, Pilate literally washes his
Gospels, The Conversion of the
hands while “all the people" — all
Imagination: Paul as Interpreter
the Jewish people — clamour for
of Israel’s Scripture, and Reading
Jesus's death: “Let him be
Backwards: Figural Christology and
crucified ... His blood be on us and
the Fourfold Gospel Witness.
on our children!” (Matthew 27:23,
27). John’s gospel identifies the
Jews as “from your father the
devil” (John 8:44) and blames them
for backing Pilate into a corner and
forcing him to kill an innocent man.
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In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter charges “the entire house of
Israel” (Acts 2:36) with crucifying Jesus and so having “killed the author
of life” (Acts 3:14-15). Paul then bluntly refers to “the Jews, who killed
the Lord Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 2:14-15).
Perhaps this vilification was inevitable. Jesus's followers could not understand how the vast majority of Jews could not accept their belief in
him as the Messiah. The majority of Jews, in turn, saw no sign of the Messianic age having dawned: no general resurrection of the dead; no ingathering of the exiles to Zion; no end to death, war, disease or poverty.
What was self-evident to one group was incomprehensible to the other.
Incomprehension turned to mistrust, and mistrust, on both sides, turned
to vilification.
Today, interfaith conversation, in which Jews and Christians learn to appreciate their common roots and better understand the reasons for the
gradual and often painful separation, can reverse the process. Official
(and unofficial) church statements facilitate healing as well: Nostra Aetate , the 1965 declaration of Vatican II, proclaimed that all Jews at all
times should not be held responsible for Jesus's death, and pope emeritus Benedict XVI, in the second volume of his Jesus of Nazareth, strongly
reiterated the point. Christians from many (but not all) other branches of
the tradition, generally agree.
But we still have to deal with our pasts, and with our Scriptures. Every
time the Passion narratives are read, the threat of anti-Judaism reappears. There is no catch-all for resolving the problems in the New Testament — or in Tanakh/the Old Testament, for that matter; we all have difficult texts in our canons.
But there are strategies. Here are six, in order of usefulness.
Excision
The first option is excision: take a pair of scissors to the offending
passages — or, in today's parlance, press “Delete”. Howard Thurmond
recounts hearing from his grandmother how the plantation minister
always preached, “Slaves, be obedient to your masters”, and how she
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determined that if she ever learned to read she would never read that
part of the Bible. The story has morphed into the common sermon illustration that Thurman’s grandmother, once both freed and literate, took a
scissors to the text.
Had I suffered what Thurmond’s grandmother suffered, I may well have
taken the same approach. However, the destruction of a text considered
sacred seems to me extreme. To erase offending texts is to erase memories of both the victims of those texts and those who struggled against
them. Moreover, if we each design our own canons, we eliminate community.
A variant on the excision approach is to claim that Paul or Jesus never
made the problematic comment and therefore, we can ignore them. For
example, scholars commonly argue that Paul did not write 1 Thessalonians 2:14b-16 — it is inconsistent with his positive comments about Jews
(such as, “They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises ...
as regards election they are beloved ... for the gifts and the calling of
God are irrevocable” [Romans 9:4-5; 11:28b-29]). The offensive passage
can also be removed from the letter without harming the rhetorical flow.
Similarly, many scholars argue that Jesus's invectives in the gospels stem
not from the man from Nazareth, but from the later church in competition
with local synagogues. Comforting as such arguments may be, they are
based on hypothesis, not fact. Paul may well have changed his mind; Jesus would not be the first Jew critical of fellow Jews. Moreover, Christian
proclamation is not based on some scholarly construct of an original text
or a “historical Jesus” apart from the gospels. It is based in the words of
the Bible as interpreted by the faithful community. Therefore, Christians
must deal with those words.
Retranslate
The second option is to retranslate — or, bowdlerise. For example, some
“progressive” translations read John’s gospel as condemning not “Jews”
but “Judeans” or “Jewish leaders” or “religious leaders” or simply
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“leaders”. Such translations are well-meaning, and at least “Judean” is a
legitimate translation of the Greek term Ioudaioi. But to replace the New
Testament’s “Jews” by other terms is to have a judenrein text — a text
“purified” of Jews.
Such bowdlerising obscures part of the reason why Jews have been persecuted over 2,000 years, divorces Jews not only from Jesus and his earliest followers, and even serves to de-legitimate the relationship of Jews today from the land of Israel. Hence, politically correct translations are not
necessarily biblically faithful ones.

Romanticise
The theological answer to the question “Who killed Jesus?” is not “the
Jews” but humanity. This is an excellent place to begin. The problem,
however, is that those who see themselves as “Jews” on Good Friday then
see themselves as redeemed “Christians” on Sunday morning. The Jews,
by not accepting Jesus as Lord and Saviour, remain in their guilt.
The same romantic approach today is best exemplified in the celebration
of the Passover seder in churches, usually on Holy Thursday. While there
are educational benefits to introducing Christians to Jewish ritual, holding the seder in churches is not necessarily a good idea, and here’s why:
•It is not clear that the Last Supper was a Passover meal; it is not, in John’s
gospel, which at this point has better claims to historicity.
•The Seder is a rabbinic invention which then developed over the centuries; Jesus did not eat matzoh ball soup or gefilte fish, sing Dayenu, or say
“next year in Jerusalem” — for Jesus, the seder would have consisted of a
lamb sacrificed in the Temple and eaten in Jerusalem, not a brisket
cooked in Nashville.
•The Passover at the time of Jesus was limited to Jews, because one needed to say, “My ancestors came forth out of Egypt”.
•In John’s gospel, Jesus is the Passover offering, crucified at the time the
lambs are sacrificed in the temple, so for the church to celebrate a seder
would be theologically retrograde.
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Not only is the Christian seder historically compromised, it is also a
problem in interreligious relations. Today messianic Jewish seders
teach that the perforations on the matzah (only present since the baking
of matzoh by machine, by the way) represent Jesus’s wounds; the
afikomen, the matzoh hidden until dessert, represents Jesus's body in
the tomb, and so on.
Baptising Jewish symbols in Christian terms is not a strong move in
interfaith sensitivity. Nor do Christian seders remove the problem. To
the contrary, the performance serves to absolve the congregation: how
could they be anti-Jewish if they are doing something so Jewish as
having a Passover seder?
Allegorise
The fourth option is to allegorise: to say that the text really doesn’t mean
what it says. For example, we take Matthew’s blood-cry (27:15) not as a
self-curse, but as a plea for redemption: the people are ironically asking
to be redeemed by Jesus’s blood.
While this approach redeems the verse theologically, it also suggests
that the Jewish crowd wanted and needed this redemption,
so that Judaism apart from the Christian message is ineffective. The
move turns Jews into crypto-Christians.
Historicise
The fifth approach, the darling of the academy, provides historical
rationale and often justification, for the problematic statements. For
example, we claim that Matthew is a Jew writing for a Jewish community;
therefore his words cannot be anti-Jewish — as if Jews cannot be antiJewish, which is a silly idea.
Also complicating this view: we know neither who wrote the gospels,
which were originally transmitted anonymously, nor the community to
which they are addressed. It is a dirty little secret in biblical studies: we
determine, based on the contents of the gospels, both author and
audience. Then we interpret the text on the basis of our reconstruction.
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This is a circular argument.

Similarly, we note the historical unlikelihood of “all the people” saying,
“his blood be on us and on our children” — that all of us Jews would say
the same thing, ever, is a tad unlikely. Then, we see how Matthew understands the destruction of Jerusalem, witnessed by the “children”, to be
punishment for the Jews’ refusal to acknowledge Jesus as Lord. Therefore,
so the argument goes, since the people never said the line, we can ignore it. But the line remains in the text; ignoring it is not an option.
Another variation on the historicising approach is to claim that the antiJewish language is reactionary: invective would be quite natural from the
pen of those excommunicated from the synagogue. The problem here is,
first, that we have no evidence, other than John’s attestation (John 9:22;
12:42; 16:2) of synagogues tossing people out.
If some synagogues did expel Jesus’s followers, we should ask why. Because they wanted to replace Torah with Jesus? Because they were seen
as compromising monotheism? Because they told synagogue members
that unless they worshiped Jesus they would go to hell? Because they put
the community in danger, given Roman distrust of the new messianic
movement? Because they cherished their own traditions, which they
found completely fulfilling? Any of these would be quite good reasons,
and would likely result in censoring in my synagogue today.
Finally, if we define this polemic as reactionary, again we blame the Jews
for the problem. Finding history behind the text can help. But we cannot
be secure with the history we posit, and when all the historical work is
said and done, we still have to address what the New Testament actually
says.
Admit the problem
We come finally to our sixth option: admit to the problem and deal with
it. There are many ways congregations can address the difficult texts. Put
a note in service bulletins to explain the harm the texts have caused.
Read the problematic texts silently, or in a whisper. Have Jews today give
testimony about how they have been hurt by the texts. Those who
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proclaim the problematic verses from the pulpit might imagine a
Jewish child sitting in the front pew and take heed: don’t say anything
that would hurt this child, and don’t say anything that would cause a
member of the congregation to hurt this child. Better still: educate the
next generation, so that when they hear the problematic words
proclaimed, they have multiple contexts — theological, historical,
ethical — by which to understand them.
Christians, hearing the gospels during Holy Week, should no more
hear a message of hatred of Jews than Jews, reading the Book of Esther
on Purim, should hate Persians, or celebrating the seder and reliving
the time when “we were slaves in Egypt”, should hate Egyptians.
We choose how to read. After two thousand years of enmity, Jews and
Christians today can recover and even celebrate our common past,
locate Jesus and his earliest followers within rather than over and
against Judaism, and live into the time when, as both synagogue and
church proclaim, we can love G-d and our neighbour.
Amy-Jill Levine is University Professor of New Testament and Jewish
Studies, Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies, and Professor
of New Testament Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and College of
Arts and Science. She is the author of The Misunderstood Jew: The
Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus, Short Stories by Jesus: The
Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi, Entering the Passion of
Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, and (with Marc Zvi Brettler)
The Bible With and Without Jesus: How Jews and Christians Read the
Same Stories Differently.
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly
elected Primate of Australia; Glenn,
Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead,
our Regional Bishop; and for all the
bishops, priests, deacons and Religious
of the Anglican Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we
are asked to pray for The Church of the
Province of the Indian Ocean.

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and
for Fr Michael and Antonia, for
Rosemary, for David, for
Caroline, for Judith, for Brian
and for Bailey May God bless them
and their ministries and may we support
them as they work among us in Christ’s
name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the
hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy of
your generosity to us, an echo of your
kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh,
(West Bank, Palestinian
Territorries), our Anglican
Communion Partner: We remember
especially their Parish Priest, Fr
Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the
parish. We remember also Jameel
Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s
partnership link person with us. May
both our parishes be blessed by the
link we are establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your
arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within
the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching
forth our hands in love, may bring those
who do not know you to the knowledge
and love of you; for the honour of your
name. Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them for
such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless,
Lord, your children who now stand
before you in prayer. Help them to
understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with your
Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always
and forever. Amen.
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to Pray, too, for, Francis Xavier Zammit;
life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
from despair to hope, from fear to trust;
lead me from hate to love, from war to
peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our
universe.

Pray for all in need, remembering
especially this week all those

Mabel Hannah Haffner; Laszlo Lengyel;
Joyce Lillian Gurney; Lynette Larkins;
Diana May Braun; Darryl Landers;
Cunningham David Harry Yong Bin; Joe
Webb and for any others whose year’s
mind falls around this time.
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
let light perpetual shine upon them!

who are called to lead and advocate in
the world. May they always carry love
and compassion with them.

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John
Burns; June Cameron; Coral; Elizabeth
Griffiths; Ray Holfeld; Jeanell; Grace Mao
-Jing; Enid Kell; Jesse Langenegger;
David Laurence; David Morgan; Marcus;
Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer;
Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Joanne
Roberts; David Russell; Sylvia; Sylvia
Seers; Diane Smith; Geoff Voller and Bob
Woods; Genevieve Woods & her fiancé
Steven

In love and charity please
remember the recently departed,
especially Braxton that God may grant
him a place of refreshment, light and
peace.

Services during this week at St Paul’s
The midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion.

NO Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –
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Senior Assistant Priest
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Office Secretary

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
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Fr James Collins
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Fr Michael Deasey OAM
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Ms Rosemary King

Mr David Russell
Michael Deasey FRSCM
Mrs Pam Brock
Bailey Yeates
Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS
Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619
Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid)

St Paul’s Coat of Arms
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a
symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of
Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary
Mother of our Lord
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