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Welcome to worship 

 Sunday 11th December 2022  

Third Sunday of Advent 

8.00am  Said Eucharist                                                                                                                               

9.30am  Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                                   

10.30am   Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday                                                            

 

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

south door. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora   

Nation               

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,                   

St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith. 

Bible Readings    Year A   Bible Readings  

for Today                                    for next Sunday 

Isaiah 35.1-10                                   The First Reading        Isaiah 7.10-16                                     

Song of Mary (APBA     The Psalm                      Ps 80.1-7, 17-19                                              

PP.31or 425) or Ps 146                                                                                                                  

James 5.7-10     The Epistle           Romans 1.1-7           

Matthew 11.2-11    The Gospel          Matthew 1.18-25 
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Everyone is invited to join 

us at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how        

Anglicans prefer to receive the 

bread and wine at Holy Communion; 

some stand, others kneel, most             

receive the wafer in the hand, a few 

wish to have it put on the tongue. 

Most like to guide the Chalice to 

their lips, others like to take it into 

their hands, while others prefer not 

to touch it at all. None of these          

variations really matter but simply 

reflect Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of                  

concern for other worshippers, we 

ask you not to dip your bread into 

the wine. If you are uncomfortable 

receiving from the Common Cup                

the practice in our Parish is to                 

receive the bread only.  

Judging by the number of people 

who do it, many must imagine that 

not  receiving the Chalice to the lips 

but dipping the wafer or bread into 

the cup (called intinction) is a more 

hygienic way of receiving the                          

Sacrament. Nothing could be further 

from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the 

wine they are dipping into has                 

already been in contact with the lips 

of others, with all the best intentions 

in the world, the fingers of those who 

dip often come in contact with the 

wine. Disease can spread more        

easily through the hands than 

through the lips, making this method 

the most unhygienic. In addition, the 

Prayer Book directs that all                        

consecrated wine must be consumed 

before it leaves the Church, meaning 

that someone, usually the Chalice 

Assistant or the Celebrant, has to 

drink the left-over wine that has had 

multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others it is                    

perhaps understandable to want to 

dip if one has sore lips or has a cold, 

but the consensus of the Church is 

that taking only the bread is fully 

participating in Communion. 

Polishing brass and                

Communion vessels,            

dusting, and cleaning 

We will have a busy bee at the 

Church on Saturday 24th of                     

December at 10.00 a.m. 

Please come along and help to 

make St. Paul’s look beautiful for 

Christmas.  

Please bring some soft rags with 

you. 

 Thank you. 

. 
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Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at            

St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this                    

pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s         

people at St Paul’s and beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

Flowers as a Memorial 

Decorating our church with flowers is one way to re-

member a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special 

event. If you would like to give flowers in memory of  

a loved one, or as an offering of thanksgiving please 

contact Judith Laurence the week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 and 

contact Caroline in the parish office at                                                               

office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial 

notice in the pew bulletin. 

 

 News from St Paul’s …  

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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 Trading Table  

 

The Trading Table made $486.45 last weekend including the sale of The  

Epistle, Advent to Epiphany and selling after the Consort 8 concert on                  

Saturday night. Don’t forget to get your tickets for the Christmas raffle.  

We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see below 

for the varieties), plants etc.   

Butters                                                                                                                                         

Lemon, lemon & Lime, Lemon & Passionfruit 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                                    

Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Choko Chutney, Quince & Apple 

Sauce, Banana & Date Chutney, Pumpkin & Sesame Chutney, Paw Paw & Green 

Paw Paw Chutney 

Jams                                                                                                                                        

Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple 

Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce,  Spiced 

Peach & Nectarine Jam,  PawPaw/Pineapple & Ginger Jam,  Guava Jam, Guava 

and Ginger Jam, Strawberry, Strawberry & Apple 

Marmalades                                                                                                                                        

Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger,  

Orange & Cranberry, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, Orange &                 

Passion fruit Jelly,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Citrus Jelly, 

Chai Spiced Grapefruit, Mandarin, Mandarin with Drambui, Mandarin with 

Cardomen & Ginger, Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat Moroccan Style, 

Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat 

Spinach is back in season, lovely and fresh from the garden $3 a bunch 

A wonderful assortment of  plants are available  

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 
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Christmas Raffle      

 

Tickets are available for the Christmas Raffle. They are $2 each or 3 for 

$5. It will be drawn on Sunday 18th December after the Carol Service. 

Prizes include: 

• Espresso multi beverage capsule machine                                                                                      

• World’s most hygienic cutting board                                                                                          

• 1000 piece jigsaw                                                                                                            

• Salt & Pepper grooved baguette tray                                                                                          

• Wine cooler/Siesta acrylic wine glasses                                                                                   

• Bottle Sandleford Merlot/dripless wine pourer                                                                                

• White square table cloth approx 1300metres/6 napkins and rings                                                      

• Perfumed drawer liners                                                                                                       

• Fragrance sachets 

Please get your tickets after the 8am service or from the Trading Table 

Parish Prayer List 

At St Paul’s, we pray by name for people who have either asked for our 

prayers or for whom someone else has made a request. This list is                     

updated every 3 months or when we receive a new request. Some 

names are on our list on a long-term basis while others reflect a more 

immediate need and are short term.  

We will only be reading the names on the short-term list in the                   

services but the whole list will still be included in the printed prayers 

for parishioners to use throughout the week. The full list of names will 

be read in our midweek service. 

Names can be added to or removed from the lists at any time. 
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Polishing brass and Communion vessels, dusting, and 

cleaning 

We will have a busy bee at the Church on Saturday the 24th of                        

December at 10.00 a.m. 

Please come along and help to make St. Paul’s look beautiful for                    

Christmas.  

Please bring some rags and silvo and brasso. Thank you. 

 

GAUDATE  SUNDAY - 3rd Sunday of Advent 

This year Gaudete Sunday is celebrated on                          

December 11, 2022. It is  the third Sunday of Advent in 

the liturgical calendar of the Western Church,                             

including the Catholic Church, the Anglican Communion, the Lutheran 

Churches, and other mainline Protestant churches. It can fall on any date 

from 11 December to 17 December. The day takes its common name 

from the Latin word Gaudete ("Rejoice"), the first word of the introit of 

this day's Mass. 

On Gaudete Sunday rose-coloured vestments may be worn instead of      

violet, (or in the Anglican tradition and some Lutheran traditions, Sarum 

blue) which is otherwise prescribed for every day in the season of             

Advent. This tradition, previously informally observed in the Anglican 

Church, was formally noted as an option in the Church of England in the 

Common Worship liturgical renewal (and the Australian Church has          

followed this pattern.) 

In churches which have an Advent wreath, (such as S. Paul’s) the rose            

coloured candle is lit in addition to two of the violet (or blue) coloured 

candles, which represent the first two Sundays of Advent. Despite the           

otherwise sombre readings of the season of Advent, which has as a            

secondary theme the need for penitence, the readings on the third                

Sunday emphasize the joyous anticipation of the Lord's coming.                     

Even so, come Lord Jesus. 
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THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

and the PARISH PANTRY 

Every Advent the pantry people and 

friends of the Pantry put together 

Christmas Hampers for all the peo-

ple who have been coming to the     

Pantry during the year 

Lots of people have donated food 

and others money 

The team from Blooms Pharmacy in 

the Plaza donated enough Christmas 

goodies for 100 hampers. And then 

last Sunday afternoon they packed 

them all ready to be distributed by 

another team from Blooms, the shop 

fitting team, who on Wednesday de-

livered many of these hampers plus 

two hampers of staples to each per-

son who were unable to collect them 

from the parish. 

On Friday 23rd Le Culinaire will be 

delivering a “Take Away” Christmas 

lunch, including roast chicken and 

vegetables and a Christmas pud-

ding. Le Culinaire is a hospitality In-

stitute in Ultimo that train overseas                      

students in the finer points of the 

hospitality industry. This year Brad 

(CEO), Julie and their lecturers and 

students have created a variety of 

culinary delights for us. 

Every year Burwood and Strathfield 

Councils hold food drives, both 

around the week of homelessness 

and again at Christmas time.                                 

Peoples’ generosity never ceases to 

amaze me. Last Thursday night,             

Burwood Mayor, Cr John Faker held 

his annual Christmas Appeal to 

which people brought food for the 

clients of St Merkorious and St Paul’s.  

Others that have helped in various 

ways are the Rotary Clubs of                  

Strathfield, Granville and Breakfast 

Point have raised funds for our                

various projects. The ladies at     

Breakfast Point and the Crafters at 

Cardinal Freeman have also been 

busy making beautiful bags and              

filling them with lovely feminine 

goodies. After all its nice to feel a bit 

special with a little body lotion and 

scent. The Crafters gave us a very 

generous  donation of $4000 which 

will set us up for the beginning of 

2023. And of course we have some 

very generous individuals who give 

of themselves both financially and of 

their time.  

In the meantime the pantry goes on 

with its ordinary day to day work. 

Kerin and Eugene and Jane, Susan 

and Jay and Anthony, Vanessa and 

Sue, and Margaret and Pertrina, keep 

the Pantry functioning. Rob Shaw and 

Sue Christie deliver food to those 

who can’t get out. 

With fruit and vegetables from 

Hands and Feet and staples from 

Croydon Park at Ten and the Baptist 

Community Church and The Chapel. 

These church groups have all                    
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become our friends and are 

very generous with their     

donations.  

Monday was an exciting day 

when some of the students 

from Gioia House, Santa 

Sabina, came and brought 

with them lots and lots of 

food – Christmas treats and 

staples. They took over the 

room under the stage and 

with their teacher Jane Sulis 

and Sr Sheila they organised 

themselves to sort and pack 

about 150 more bags which 

people will be able to take 

home next week. This will 

help them to get through  

until the 10th January when 

the Pantry will reopen after 

our volunteers have had a 

short break. 

We have had an increasing 

number of older Chinese 

people coming who are in 

food distress and who speak 

no English. As we speak no Chinese communication has been difficult, but 

next week Jason Yat Sen Li MP for Strathfield and his team are coming to 

help. Their fluent language skills will, we hope, ease the distribution                  

process and lift everyone’s spirits this  Christmas season. 

THANK YOU to everyone who contributes in any way. We are so grateful to 

each and everyone of you. Without your help it would be a much leaner 

Christmas for a lot of people. 

May you have a happy and blessed Christmas. 

From Fr James and Rosemary and all the team. 

Fr James, Jason Yat-sen Li, MP for Strathfield                   

and Rosemary helping in packing Christmas hampers 
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The shop fitting team from blooms about to deliver 

Christmas Hampers 

Blooms              

donated and 

packed 100 

hampers 
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 INDOORS  
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Final Tuesday Lunchtime Recital for 2022 

Exciting News  

‘I think it would be great to share this recital with others                                           

to celebrate the year!’ 

The quote is from ‘cellist Joanne Hwang, who is performing in our final 

Tuesday Lunchtime Recital for 2022. The recital will now include violin-

ist David Carreon and pianist Alexander Yau. Both Joanne and David 

have finished their undergraduate course at the Sydney Conservatori-

um of Music. Alexander has been their accompanist from time to time.                  

At Joanne suggestion, it was mutually agreed they would share this                  

recital. What a lovely idea and we reap the benefits. 

Alexander Yau will open the recital with Symphonic Etudes by                       

Schumann. For those of you who attended David Carreon’s October                

recital, I am sure you will be pleased to know he will perform Sonata 

No. 3 in D Minor “Ballade” by Ysaÿe. The program will conclude with Jo-

anne performing Tchaikovsky’s Rococo variations. 

Wonderful music, exceptionally talented musicians - a recital not to be 

missed! 

Sheryl Southwood OAM                                                                                                 

Recital Convenor 

Quote of the Week…  

“As the world around us surges into a frenzied and festive December, 

let's take a step away from the party and ask the Holy Spirit to prepare 

our hearts for a deeper and truer celebration of Christmas — one that is 

not undermined by lamentation, but that is made more potent because 

of it.” 

 - By Kerry van der Vinne, writer  
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 For General & Offertory                        

Donations                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                                           

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:       032 062                                                 

Account #:      812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s this 

week and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $3,216                                                            

≈ Parish Pantry: $495                                              

≈  Donation from Cardinal Freeman 

Crafters for PP: $4000                     

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$7,711.00 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector 

and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be used at 

their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish." 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.00am-11.30am.  

With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now 

spending in excess of $900 per week.  

Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this 

costs us $200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir 

who are now picking up the tab for this. 

With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now spending 

in excess of $600 per week.  

Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs us $200 

per week. Our thanks to the community Choir who are now picking up 

the tab for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS MOST NEEDED 

Plain flour                                                          
Breakfast cereal                                                       
Long life milk                                                            
2 minute noodles                                               
Complete meals in a box or a tin   
Spreads eg honey, jam, peanut butter                                                             
Margarine                                                             
Sweet and Savoury biscuits                             
Sugar                                                                   
Salt                                                                     
Cooking oil                                                                                       
Margarine                                                             
Rice wine                                                                 
Soy sauce                                                         
Large tins of tuna                                              
Rice and pasta                                                      
Pasta sauce                                             
Tinned tomatoes                                               
Fresh eggs 

WOMEN’S Toiletries 

Soaps                                                                 
Deodorant                                                    
Safety razors                                                    
Tooth brushes & paste                                   
Shampoo & conditioner  
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150 

per search and could include a copy of documents. 
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 Isaiah 35.1-10; Song of Mary (APBA, pp 31, 435); 

 James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11 

Jesus says of John the Baptist that he is the one who has 

been sent to prepare the way for Jesus himself. The 

Greek Church calls John the Baptist the Πρόδρομος – 

Prodromos – the Forerunner. This week, pray that like 

John the Baptist you can prepare the way for Jesus him-

self in whatever circumstance you find yourself. 

 Pray this week for the chance to prepare the way for Jesus to enter the 

world. 

 Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, remember-

ing especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council. 

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022 

Burwood Community Choir is now on break 

The Burwood Community Choir has gone on break.  

New members are welcome for next year. Please contact Barbara Stone, 

Director, on barbarastoneam@gmail.com if you would like to join the 

choir. 

Christmas and January Services times  

After Christmas there will be just the one Service on 

Sundays in January at 9.00 a.m. with refreshments 

available after the Service. This will be the pattern 

until the Choir returns on Sunday the 29th of January when we will revert to 

our  8.00 a.m. Said Eucharist and our 9.30 a.m. Choral Eucharist.  

There will be NO Wednesday Services until Wednesday 1st of  February 

2023.  

mailto:barbarastoneam@gmail.com
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiH7bT9tPjeAhWSV30KHdxbBiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2FCSP377%2Fk23803801%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vgGK5KEH-9dmhMcJyAPt5&ust=1543540065084117
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How fashion turned consumers into commodities 

- By Robyn Ferrell 

Consumer thinking — the strange lure of stuff — is embodied in the 

brand. 

It’s no accident that the brand has grown up most visibly around 

clothes and apparel, because the projection of value onto stuff,                

necessary for consumer logic, works most naturally out of our                

embodied self-regard. 

Our body is what other people know of us; because of this, it is the 

foundation of our social image and value, and nothing is perhaps more 

sincerely felt than the desire to look good. To look prosperous, stylish, 

to “look the part” or at the very least to look normal. The fashion              

faux-pas is a very particular kind of pain for the wearer, and something 

that can send anyone scurrying home to change. 

After all, a primary function of dress, as Anne Hollander observes in 

her benchmark study Seeing Through Clothes, is to make the wearer 

look real. Looking real is looking like you “grew there”, like you belong 

to that milieu and are not odd, miscreant or mad. Looking real demon-

strates that you know how to fit in. 

The move to the brand took root early in haute couture. For example, 

the clothes of Dior and Yves Saint Laurent now feature in galleries in 

the Victoria and Albert Museum and the Berlin Kraftwerksmuseum. 

They went from desirable artisan product to work of artistic genius in 

several quick steps. 

“People made clothes for years before any became a tailor”, Marx               

remarks in Capital. It was an English tailor, Charles Frederick Worth, 

who became the first “fashion designer”. He set up the first haute              

couture house in Paris in 1858 to sell luxury fashion to wealthy women. 

Le Chambre Syndicale de la Haute Couture was established in 1868 to 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  



21 

protect and define the new entity of designer fashion. 

The gradual evolving of the labour of tailoring into the fashion                     

commodity was accelerated by moves to mass production. By the end of 

the nineteenth century, some designer fashion had migrated into the 

department stores and in the twentieth it moved onto the High Street as 

pret-à-porter, ready-to-wear, fashion. Designer labels began to sell “the 

look” to a mass market. 

Ready-to-wear led to a standardising of the consumer body, imposing 

the pre-existing schema of sizes onto the individual wearer that was             

inherent in mass production. Gone was the notion of individual tailoring, 

except for the very wealthy, but gone also was the idea of clothes made 

to fit a particular body — an idea that had been available to all wearers, 

however humble, in times past. Ready-to-wear was a far cry from mak-

ing your own clothes from ordinary material; as mass consumerism 

grew it became less and less of a boast to claim “I made it myself”. The 

home dressmaker has quickly found herself wearing things that make 

her look beyond the pale, cast out of Hollander’s zone of “looking real”. 

The home-made dress had the virtue of being constructed around a 

body that was as it was. Its measurements were individual, and the idea 

of it falling short of a standard made little sense. It has been replaced by 

an idealised version of that body, the mass-produced body. Individual 

bodies now need to live up to the aspiration of the size ten, or worse, the 

size two. In turning one’s body into the consumer platform, ready-to-

wear clothing teaches us anxiety about our actuality. 

Ready-to-wear had other consequences for the social body. The most 

obvious was the providing of the means for everyone to participate in 

an idea of self-image and self-promotion through the idea of “the latest 

fashion”. It produced a paradox in the notions of price-points and luxu-

ry items that continued to sustain the age-old role of clothes to                     

distinguish their wearers’ social station. 
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Desperately seeking “Norma” 

Having been conscripted into consumerism through the essential social 

practices of dressing and eating, consumers are solicited even in their 

free time to watch the compelling horror show of consumer logic on                        

reality TV. 

In a previously popular reality TV show, The Biggest Loser, the                             

production of the normal body as a function of fashion, diet, and other 

consumer pursuits is reinforced by its counter-image, the grotesque               

unreality of the fat body. The “proper bodies” of the coaches are pictured 

as exemplary, while the obese bodies of the contestants enact the                   

anguished drama of failing to conform. 

The idealisations of the feminine body in particular progressed in                

tandem with the over-bountiful Western diet across the twentieth century 

to incite the practices of exercise and weight management. As a form of 

social engineering, these practices came to decree what was the normal 

height and girth of the human person. 

A study in the 1940s aimed to establish through measurement the               

standard body type of the American, and was assisted by a newspaper 

campaign that sought to find “Norma”, the statistically normal woman. 

Her statue, along with her mate, Norman, was erected in the Cleveland 

Health Museum in 1945 and readers of the local newspaper were invited 

to submit their “vital statistics” to a competition whose prize was the 

owner of the statistics being crowned as the real-life “Norma”. Ironically, 

being a mathematical average, Norma was hard to find. But this didn’t  

arrest the search for norms of self-improvement throughout consumer 

culture from the mid-twentieth century on. 

This schematising using the generalising properties of statistics became 

an aspect of the wider social techniques in public hygiene policy                   

directed at organising populations. It went further, and prepared the             

torment of the eating disorder from anorexia to obesity. 

It all goes to show the phenomenology of consumerism — the lived               

experience of being a consumer — is about what we must become in        
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order to engage the world according to norms. Norms are everything — 

they are the way we are socially bonded. “All people are equal” equals 

“all are equivalent” ergo “all are the same”. We are taught to strive to be 

like others and to see that differences (if they can’t be ironed out) don’t              

matter. 

To the extent we are different we differ only as brands do, as different 

versions of the same stuff. To really differ is to stick out and not in a good 

way. While brands strive for their “point of difference”, ironically, this is 

against the background of same-same. 

At the same time, an undertow of prejudice is pulling down those whose 

difference is deemed to matter: race, sex, sexuality, disability — all states 

of the body that create difference for myself and my others. A totalitarian 

scheme of social purity and bodily perfection shines out of The Biggest 

Loser with a scary black sheen. This show is global, but we are all                         

embodied. We become ourselves the commodities. 

Robyn Ferrell is Adjunct Professor in the Centre for Law, Art and                   

Humanities at the Australian National University. Her most recent book is 

Philosophical Essays on Free Stuff, from which this article is adapted. 

Liberating Australian theological education from its                  

colonial bondage - By Anne Pattel-Gray 

For several decades I have been on my own journey of discovery to               

explore the rich religious, cultural, and spiritual heritage of my people 

and to affirm and embrace my people’s teachings and epistemology 

within the development of my own academic research. Our cosmology, 

Weltanschauung, and epistemology are central to our ontological quest 

and fundamental to what we know and embrace. 

The basis of this research is that we are the oldest living culture in the 

world, and I am always amazed at how little this means to white Australia 

— how they give little recognition, respect or value to this immense treas-

ure of knowledge and wisdom that Australia has at its fingertips. 

The Creator Spirit was with us long before the British invaded our lands, 

and our faith has been nurtured over thousands of years. As a result, we 
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have an intimate relationship with the Creator Spirit and when we speak 

of this relationship, we invoke the Spirit Creator in our midst. Our Ances-

tral Narratives reflect this relationship, and our ceremonies give praise to 

our Creator Spirit and remind us of our obligations to one another, to 

Land, to the environment and the whole of creation, to our law and the re-

sponsibilities given to us by the Creator Spirit. 

Among First Nations people there are power-filled stories about the Cre-

ator Spirit’s acts in the time of creation. Aboriginal Christian leaders tell 

of their Ancestral Narratives that speaks about our knowledge and be-

liefs of the Creator Spirit who through our Spirit Ancestors formed and 

bestowed our world and forged our identity, culture, and law. This pro-

cess highlighted the relationship between Aboriginal peoples to the 

land, creation, the environment and the spiritual world of our Spirit An-

cestors and the Creator Spirit, and how they were all linked to each other 

and dependent upon this interconnection. 

Our faith and the spiritual world were, and still are, the life force and 

foundation of our life existence and survival. The Creator Spirit is the 

source of life for us, and we cannot survive without our connection to the 

life source as stated by our Spiritual leaders. 

Australia’s First Nations people have a deep understanding of the mysti-

cism associated with the Creator Spirit as this has been nurtured over 

some 110,000 years. The Creator Spirit is the creator of our world, and 

the creator of our humanity. We are born in the image of the Creator Spir-

it, and we are who we are because of the Creator Spirit. We have an intui-

tive sense of God as the Creator Spirit, as a wisdom teacher on country, 

and as Spirit. The Creator Spirit bestowed upon us our land and entrust-

ed this world to us, and we are to protect, care for and rejuvenate our 

Earth Mother. The Creator Spirit handed down our Law which dictated 

every aspect of our life and permeates our spiritual life and taught us 

how to care for our country and our obligations and responsibilities to 

our kinship system, religious, and spiritual life. The Creator Spirit gave 

us our ceremonies, songs, and rituals in which to honour and remind us 

of the Creator’s presence and that the Creator Spirit is always with us. 
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Western colonial domination 

The British invaded our lands in 1788. So began the forced indoctrination 

of Western Christendom, which would also be the beginning of our 

nightmare. The colonisers dominated every aspect of the Bible, from bib-

lical interpretation to the point where the text was used to justify racist 

views, colonial theft and dispossession, subjugation and oppression, 

massacres and cultural genocide, and the rape of women and children. 

This biblical view also formed the basis on which we were cursed, 

deemed pagan and demonic and a racially inferior race of people. The 

colonial invaders with their racist views believed their “whiteness” made 

them superior and they considered Aboriginal peoples as being inferior 

and morally impoverished. 

What the colonisers failed to see was the rich spiritual life in which Abo-

riginal people lived and the presence of Creator Spirit in us. These days, 

Australia’s First Nations peoples continue to experience racial discrimi-

nation: when, for instance, the federal government suspended the Racial 

Discrimination Act that protected the human rights of Australia’s First 

Nations people; or when the government removed our children from 

their families and community; or when they took control of our people’s 

income; or in the high incarceration rates of First Nations people, chil-

dren and young people; or in the high suicide rates of our children and 

the denial of cultural rights and heritage; or in successive governments’ 

failure to formalise a treaty with its First Nations people. 

The horrific acts that have been inflicted upon Australia’s First Nations 

peoples have had a deep psychological effect on the lives of my people 

— a trauma still being felt today. Sadly, the most frightening aspect of the 

Church’s complicity in the subjugation of First Nations peoples is the 

heartfelt sentiment usually expressed that it was done “with the best of 

intentions”. This, however, does not alleviate the enormity of the trauma 

inflicted upon my people. The imposition of the Christian missionaries 

and those churches that worked among Australia’s First Nations commu-

nities, were partners with the Australian government in the genocide. 

Unwittingly, no doubt, and always “with the best of intentions”, but                  
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complicit nevertheless in the destruction of First Nations cultures and 

tribal social structures, complicit in the impoverishment and death of the 

people to whom they preached. 

Other genocidal acts led to the crushing of First Nations people’s cultural 

identity, religious and spiritual beliefs. The history of colonisation is seen 

as the domination of the Western world; whether this is on the whole 

good or bad, it has undeniably affected the psychical, emotional and 

psychological lives of First Nations people, resulting in intergenerational 

trauma through the means of missionisation. 

Decolonising First Nations theology 

The legacy of colonial Christianity and its effects on both First Nations 

and colonial participants in the colonisation and missionisation process-

es meant there was a critical need for Aboriginal people to identify and 

to reaffirm our spirituality and cultural heritage as the first step in our 

struggle for religious self-determination. So began the process of                     

decolonising our theology and removing all Western bias. 

Over the past four years, Professor Norman Habel and I have been work-

ing to decolonise biblical narratives. We began our exploration with the 

development of the hermeneutical process we would use to decolonise 

Genesis. 

As an Aboriginal scholar, I have always struggled with the colonial narra-

tive that was presented to us which portrays a Colonial God who favours 

one race over another. Though originating in the Hebrew Bible, it’s been 

taken over and co-opted by the West and used to justify Western colonis-

ers who identify themselves as the “Chosen Ones”. I cannot believe that 

this Colonial God is the same as the Creator Spirit we know and under-

stand, and in whose spirit we breathe. This Colonial God that the colonis-

ers brought to our land was — and still is — hell-bent on the destruction 

of First Nations people. We could not tolerate bearing the image of this 

God, nor could we find comfort in, or communion with, a God who acted 

like a colonial landlord. 
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It is as if the colonial Christianity 

was transported to our lands in a 

flower plot. Because it was never 

transplanted into the land of my 

people, it never took root in this 

country — this is apparent from the 

fact that theological education in 

Australia still looks to the north 

and is only engaged in its research 

and discourse with Europe. Thus 

the vast majority of theologians 

have very little engagement within 

the landscape where they actually 

live, or with First Nations people 

whose lands they live upon and 

call their own. 

This Western God who was 

brought to this land expresses and 

represents the evils of colonialism, 

patriarchalism, misogyny, racism, 

and homophobic disdain — traits 

which continue to permeate so 

much ecclesiology and theological 

education today. It is therefore im-

perative that, by returning to the 

image of the Creator Spirit preva-

lent in our culture and spirituality, 

we both rid ourselves of this colo-

nial God and decolonise both bib-

lical and theological narratives. 

This is an urgent task for our theo-

logical institutions to undertake. 

 

Casting off the distant ruler 

First Nations people cannot help 

but see this colonial God as a 

“distant ruler” who has handed 

over to the human colonisers the 

whole created order as a resource 

under their oversight and for their 

own use and benefit. God is a fara-

way king who has ceded control of 

all the animals and plants to his hu-

man landlord. This God instructs 

his human landlord to rule over 

what has been entrusted to them. If 

God, the heavenly monarch, has 

handed the whole created order 

over to the human colonists as his 

landlords, the outcome is that they, 

in turn, are free to do what they 

want with it. This paved the way for 

colonisers’ early attacks on the 

First Nations people’s religious 

and spiritual beliefs that the sacred 

spirit permeates all of nature. This 

colonial concept of God as a dis-

embodied deity who uninterested 

in earthly affairs thus stripped the 

world of any spiritual significance 

or meaning. It imposed a sharp              

division into our kinship with our 

environment. 

In order to decolonise both the 

biblical and theological narratives, 

we need, first and foremost, to                

restore our relationship with the 



28 

Creator Spirit, and next to make a radical transformation that sees us re-

connecting physically and spiritually with the Land and our common 

kinship with each other and all creation. We need to understand the ne-

cessity of seeing ourselves as part of creation but not as nature itself, or 

as a power over nature. We must regard ourselves as living in creation 

and with creation, and long for the recovery of our primordial sense of 

belonging to Mother Earth. 

The colonial view of God is one that separates the Creator Spirit from 

creation. It is not a view to which First Nations people can relate at all. 

The Creator Spirit is the centre of our universe and the life force of our 

Mother Earth, on which all life depends for survival. We cannot compre-

hend a life that is not Creator-centred. 

The Gospel without colonialism 

This is why it is necessary for biblical narratives to be decolonised, so 

that they undermine and dismantle the basis of colonial power and give 

way to the empowerment of all First Nations people around the world. 

From our perspective, the colonial tradition which confirms the original 

harsh mandate to dominate the Land and all living creatures of the Land 

(Genesis 1:26–28), also reflects the colonial worldview of the Europeans 

peoples who invaded the Land of Australia. Our response is to discern 

the falsity of this biblical tradition, recall the truths of our First Nations 

relationship with the Land and the Land Beings of our Country, and to en-

dorse the alternate interpretation. 

As First Nations theologians, we are free to take this stand not only be-

cause of our rich spiritual relationship with the Land and the Creator 

Spirit, but also because we believe that Christ has liberated us from the 

sin of colonial control and freed us to correct ancient biblical narratives 

and retrieve the underlying spirit of the Gospel that is free of colonial-

ism. This is the challenge we issue to the heirs of colonialism who contin-

ue to benefit from the colonial structures, laws, and systems — who have 

inherited great power, wealth, and privilege as the result of the barbaric 

acts of their forebears upon my people, acts that saw the theft of our 

lands through the propagation of legal fictions, the massacre of                
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thousands of my people, the multi-

ple generations of children stolen 

from their families, and the 235 

years of oppression that followed 

invasion. 

The Australian church and its insti-

tutions are heirs of this colonial leg-

acy. We are calling on the church to 

fully recognise its complicity in the 

sins of racisms, violence, and sub-

jugation. The silence on the part of 

many churches has been deafen-

ing, and the lack of meaningful ac-

tion has been shocking — both of 

which indicate nothing less than an 

endorsement of a prevailing condi-

tion of inequality and injustice. But 

the time for silence and inaction is 

long since passed. 

Liberating theological education 

The establishment of the School of 

Indigenous Studies at the Universi-

ty of Divinity is what I have long 

yearned for, and I am deeply 

moved to have been appointed as 

the Head of School at this critical 

time in Australia. 

The School of Indigenous Studies 

would not have been established if 

not for the University of Divinity’s 

capacity to hear the aspirations of 

Aboriginal people who wanted a 

recognised place within theologi-

cal education and their institutions. 

The Council of the University of Di-

vinity moved to make our aspira-

tions a reality by moving Aborigi-

nal theological scholars from the 

periphery to the centre of theologi-

cal education. 

If we are to have any hope of recon-

ciliation and restoring wholeness to 

creation, then we First Nations peo-

ple must challenge the colonial in-

heritors as to how do they do theol-

ogy on stolen land, and ask what it 

means for them to be seen as colo-

nial inheritors. It is time for “Truth 

Telling” and for lies to be exposed 

— lies which have provided theo-

logical alibies to the acts of brutali-

ty and the injustices perpetrated 

against First Nations people. And 

the Truth shall set us free. 

Anne Pattel-Gray is Professor of 

Indigenous Studies and inaugural 

Head of the School of Indigenous 

Studies at the University of Divinity. 

She is a Bidjara/Kari Kari woman 

and the author of The Great White 

Flood: Racism in Australia Critically 

Appraised from an Aboriginal His-

torico-Theological Viewpoint and 

Through Aboriginal Eyes: The Cry 

from the Wilderness, and                  

editor of Aboriginal Spirituality: 

Past, Present, Future 
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Beware false prophets of wellness industry   

The rising numbers of ‘spiritual but not religious’ are vulnerable to being 

exploited for financial gain, says Florence Gildea 

A ROCK quartz crystal votive candle-holder promises to restore your 

heart chakra. Sage incense can cleanse a room of negative energy. And, if 

the vibrations still aren’t right, digital-savvy energy healers are now a 

mere Zoom call away. Just don’t expect change from £100. 

Decoupled from their indigenous traditions and religious worldviews, 

items such as these are marketed in their thousands to the “religious 

nones” of the UK and North America. The trillion-dollar wellness industry 

is evidence that the “spiritual but not religious” are still open to being di-

rected towards the Divine. But, with brands and social-media influencers 

as their guide, they may be led to believe that Ultimate Reality lies be-

yond a paywall. 

The 2018 British Social Attitudes survey found that 53 per cent of re-

spondents described themselves as non-religious; a survey of 5000 UK 

adults conducted by the think tank Theos earlier this year produced the 

same figure. But, as a forthcoming report The Nones: Who are they and 

what do they believe? demonstrates, that does not mean that half of the 

UK population are avowed atheists. 

Twenty per cent of those surveyed for the report who described them-

selves as non-religious none the less believed in a life after death, and al-

most the same proportion (17 per cent) believed in the power of prayer. 

More surprisingly, only half (51 per cent) said that they did not believe in 

God. 

“Even in a secular world, people are looking for answers or direction, 

possibly just a thread of hope and comfort,” writes Amal Awad, the author 

of In My Past Life I Was Cleopatra: A sceptical believer’s journey through 

the New Age. “Beyond that, people are looking for relief. We have a lot of 

emotions to clear, experiences and people to forgive, things to unlearn 

and unfeel.” 
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Hope, comfort, belonging, forgiveness — one can hardly put a price on 

these integral parts of the human experience. Yet, paradoxically, because 

of their profundity, depth, and universality, they are ripe for                                         

commercialisation. 

CHRISTIANITY is, of course, not immune from putting a price tag on our 

search for meaning, for a tangible sense of God’s favour, or for greater 

surety of our eternal future. From indulgences to seed offerings, Christian 

leaders of all denominations have reaped rewards by serving as                 

middlemen between mere mortals and the divine. 

But, arguably, outside the structures of an established religion, one is 

more vulnerable to spiritual profiteering. With the wellness industry able 

to pick and choose from millennia of religious traditions, there is an end-

less supply of “answers” for existential questions. From angelology to as-

trology, rune readings to Wicca, all pooled together on platforms such as 

Goop, one can pour money into an almost infinite number of retreats, 

soothsayers, guides, and gurus. 

Whatever the spiritual reality behind these businesses, the harms can 

certainly be real. A former head of the NHS, Sir Simon Stevens, criticised 

Goop for its health misinformation, which included advice against using 

sun cream. The company, founded by Gwyneth Paltrow, has been sued 

several times for misleading advertising, and, according to the Good 

Thinking Society, by 2018 had been reported for breaching 113 advertis-

ing laws in the UK. Yet that same year, and despite a backlash for cultural 

appropriation, Goop was valued at $250 million. 

There are no qualifications or barriers to entry required of wellness                   

influencers or self-appointed gurus. Anthony William, for instance, who 

calls himself the Medical Medium, gives medical diagnoses and                       

treatment advice to his millions of followers based on what he hears from 

a spirit guide. His credentials come not from any clinical training, but 

from testimonials from the likes of Sylvester Stallone, Robert de Niro, and 

Ms Paltrow. 
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Similarly, with none of the leadership structures familiar to more             

established religions, and poor regulation from governments, scandals 

easily spread in the wellness industry, and accountability rarely            

follows. 

BUT perhaps most insidious of all is the connection that the wellness  

industry makes between consumerism and closeness to the Divine. A 

phone consultation with the Medical Medium would set you back $300, 

while a week-long retreat with another well-known influencer will be 

about ten times as much — and there are nearly always advanced                

stages and inner circles to strive (and pay) for. Almost inseparable from 

the beauty and fitness industries, one could summarise the ethos as, 

“No spiritual gain without financial pain.” 

So, however you engage with those who identify as “spiritual but not  

religious”, one point is worth emphasising: the nearness of God and 

the free offer of grace. As Thomas Keating wrote: “The chief thing that 

separates us from God is the thought that we are separated from Him.” 

There is money to be made from proverbially separating people from 

God and promising to bring them closer again with whatever you are 

selling. But, by showing radical hospitality and unconditional welcome, 

we point to the truth that the God of love and mercy is already, and           

always, at hand. 

Florence Gildea is the Bishop of Leicester’s social policy adviser. 

Religious ‘nones’ are not necessarily atheists, Theos                      

report suggests - By PAT ASHWORTH 

MORE than half the adults in Britain identify themselves as having no 

religion — but that doesn’t mean that they have no religious belief, or 

that they are hostile to religion, an in-depth study from the think tank 

Theos suggests. 

Its three-year investigation, carried out in conjunction with the Faraday 

Institute for Science and Religion, found a more subtle and nuanced 

picture of what it means to be non-religious than the statistic of 53 per 
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cent would suggest. One third of “Nones” disagreed that “Religion has 

no place in the modern world.” 

In the report, The Nones: Who are they and what do they believe?, pub-

lished this week, the Nones are found to include those whose beliefs — 

and sometimes even practices — are all but indistinguishable from many 

who tick the Religion box, “as well as those for whom none of this really 

matters very much. 

The results come from a quantitative survey of 5153 adults, conducted by 

YouGov on behalf of Theos and Faraday between 5 May and 13 June 

2021: a month or so after the 2021 UK census. 

“Understanding people who tick the ‘Not religious’ box as simply athe-

ists, or alternatively that they’re all spiritual but not religious, does a dis-

service to them. Paying attention to [the different flavours identified] 

may enable us as a society to have better conversations about religion 

and its place in the modern world,” the 80-page report concludes. 

The report identifies three clusters among the Nones: “Campaigning 

Nones”: atheistic and hostile towards religion; “Tolerant None”: broadly 

atheistic but accepting of, and sometimes warm towards, religion; and 

“Spiritual Nones”: characterised by a range of spiritual beliefs and  

practices, as much as many people who tick the Religion box. 

Those defined as “Campaigning” represent 34 per cent of the Nones, 

and are disproportionately male: 68 per cent men versus 32 per cent 

women. Seventy-nine per cent of this grouping do not believe in God, as 

compared with just over half of Nones overall, and 11 per cent of 

“Spiritual Nones”, although almost one fifth qualify as agnostic. 

Most possess a high level of science knowledge and low levels of belief 

in anything spiritual or supernatural. Their motives and beliefs about the 

world are ruled by “science, logic, and evidence and rationality”: they 

regard the authority of science as the only way of getting reliable 

knowledge about the world, and believe that it can dictate and inform 

how life is lived. 
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Their stance towards religion is ex-

tremely hostile, but, even among 

this sceptical group, 20 per cent ap-

pear to believe in some form of the 

supernatural or spiritual. Eighty-

nine per cent agree that religion 

has no place in the modern world. 

They are the most hostile to reli-

gion, who “know their Dawkins 

chapter and verse”, and agree with 

him that religion is a form of child 

abuse, harder to eradicate than 

smallpox. 

Of this group, 78 per cent agree that 

“Science disproves the Bible”, com-

pared with one third of Spiritual 

Nones, and more than half of Toler-

ant Nones. They are also more likely 

to voice their opinions regarding 

the Bible. Campaigning Nones “are 

the Nones that many individuals 

typically picture when someone de-

scribes themselves as atheist,” the 

report finds. 

Tolerant Nones are more accepting 

of religion. The majority are millen-

nials, and they are the most highly 

educated. They are generally athe-

istic, although about one quarter 

are agnostic. They have confidence 

in science, but recognise its limits, 

with more than half believing that 

there are some things that science 

will never be able to explain. 

They believe that religion has some 

helpful things to say about ethics, 

and recognise the potential of reli-

gion for positive moral and social 

contribution: in summary, they em-

body the idea of “Live and let live.” 

This serves to demonstrate, the re-

port concludes, that “individuals 

who do not believe in God do not 

always hold hostile views towards 

religion.” 

Thirty-eight per cent of this group-

ing believe that “All religions have 

some elements of truth in them,” 

compared with 14 per cent of Cam-

paigning Nones, and 59 per cent of 

Spiritual Nones. They think that 

parts of religion are not only truth-

ful, but beneficial to society. Just un-

der one third view the Bible as “A 

useful book of guidance and advice 

for our lives but not the Word of 

God,” and 32 per cent as “An irrele-

vant collection of ancient myths.” 

Spiritual Nones represent 32 per 

cent of the Nones. The data on them 

suggest that they believe that there 

are other relevant, insightful, and 

truthful forms of knowledge than 

purely what science provides. 

These are “epistemological plural-

ists”, valuing and accepting religion 

and its place in society more than 

those who hold a staunch scientific 
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epistemological framework. 

The statement, “I find myself be-

lieving in God some of the time, but 

not at others,” was selected by 12 

per cent of them. Twenty-nine per 

cent say that they are agnostic, stat-

ing, “I don’t know whether there is a 

God and I don’t believe there is any 

way to find out,” and a further 36 

per cent believe, not in a personal 

God, but in a higher power of some 

kind. 

Of the Nones altogether, 42 per 

cent believe in some form of the su-

pernatural; 17 per cent in the pow-

er of prayer; 16 per cent in reincar-

nation; 14 per cent in the healing 

power of crystals, and an equal 

number in the supernatural power 

of ancestors. One fifth state that 

they “Definitely/probably believe 

in life after death” (compared with 

37 per cent of the total                     

population). 

Twenty-seven per cent believe in 

ghosts, but only 11 per cent in 

heaven, leading the researchers to 

ask, “Is this the way in which Nones 

understand life after death? Not 

through belief in a form of heaven 

or hell, but rather through belief in 

ghosts, which are by their very na-

ture understood to be the soul or 

the spirit of an individual that re-

mains on earth after they have 

died.” 

They are compatible with the idea 

of prayer and angels, and also more 

compatible with non-religious un-

derstandings of spirituality and the 

supernatural. Thirty-nine per cent 

of Nones viewed the Bible as “An 

irrelevant collection of ancient 

myths”; 15 per cent viewed it as 

“Beautiful literature but otherwise 

irrelevant to us today.” 

“None” is a mark of affiliation; one 

that contrasts with the affiliation to 

religion or religions, the report 

concludes. “It is a social marker, a 

way to identify oneself.” 

The first results from the census 

were published in June, and more 

statistics are due to be published 

soon. 

The Theos report makes reference 

to the first British Social Attitudes 

survey in 1983, when 40 per cent of 

the population said that they be-

longed to the Church of England, 

but “there appeared to be 17 or 18 

million missing from the pews, if 

that were the case,” it suggests. 

It points out that self-designation is 

a measure of religiosity, but not the 

only measure, and certainly not the 

most reliable. 
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Christians Remain a Minority Down Under, but Gen Z           

Aussies Are Open 

New survey finds just 6 percent of Australians are heavily 

involved in the faith. 

- By DAVID ROACH 

Australian Andrew Thorburn was forced to resign last month, just over a 

day after being named CEO of a professional football club in Melbourne. 

The reason? His leadership role at City on a Hill, an evangelical Anglican 

church with traditional Christian views on homosexuality and abortion. 

The episode seems to reflect the state of Australian spirituality more 

broadly, as an overwhelming majority of the country isn’t involved in 

church and more than a quarter have negative attitudes toward Christian-

ity, according to a recent report. 

Released this month by the research firm McCrindle, The Changing Faith 

Landscape in Australia found that just under half (46%) of Australians 

claim Christianity as their religious affiliation. Yet only 16 percent attend 

a Christian church at least monthly, and just 6 percent say they are 

“extremely involved” with practicing their Christian faith. 

Despite the trends, researchers also noted fertile ground for evangelism 

as most Aussies are open to changing their religious views. 

“There's certainly a sense in Australia that we are a secular nation and 

that Christianity clings to the edge of the conversation, useful for a                    

comment or sound bite when needed but not required for policy, etc.,” 

said Stephen McAlpine, a blogger and national communicator for the 

Christian ministry Third Space. “It very much feels like an ‘away game’ 

not a ‘home game.’ I think that we can play that to our advantage because 

most Aussies are not rejecting something they know from the past and 

did not like. They're simply not aware of Christianity.” 
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A third of Aussies do not identify with any religion or spiritual belief, 

while another 13 percent hold spiritual beliefs without identifying with a 

specific religion. Six percent practice religions other than Christianity. 

The Australian religious landscape is more secular than in the US, where 

64 percent identify as Christian and about 30 percent as religiously             

unaffiliated—often referred to as “nones.” 

Older Australians are more likely to identify as Christians than their                

millennial and Gen Z counterparts. More than half of boomers and nearly 

three-quarters of the oldest generation still consider themselves               

Christian. 

Australia's Faith Identity Across Generations 

Church abuse scandals—including sexual abuse scandals at the                  

megachurch Hillsong and in the Australian Catholic Church—have taken 

a toll on public opinion of Christianity in Australia. Twenty-eight percent 

of Australians have a negative view of Christianity, 14 percent are neutral, 

and 27 percent are warm toward Christianity.  

“Church abuse” tops the list of factors that negatively affect people’s  

perception of Christianity, with 74 percent staying it has a “massive” or 

“significant” influence on their view. Close behind are hypocrisy, judging 

others, and religious wars. 

For younger generations, the church’s stances on homosexuality and  

gender roles have a significant negative impact. Nearly half of Gen Z says 

the church’s teaching on LGBT issues negatively affects their view of 

Christianity. That compares with 26 percent among the oldest generation. 

Thirty-four percent of Gen Z and 20 percent of the oldest generation are 

influenced negatively by the church’s teaching on women’s roles. 

A significant minority of Australians—11 percent—doesn’t know a single 

Christian. The figure is even higher among Gen X at 16 percent. 

Yet the report contained a silver lining for Christians. Aussies have                 

positive views of the church and are open to changing their spiritual 

views. 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2022/march/hillsong-brian-houston-text-hotel-complaint-board-investiga.html
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“Most ordinary Australians” are “still open to talking about faith, and  re-

search again suggests that personal relationships are the biggest way to 

promote the gospel,” said Akos Balogh, external engagement                   

manager for Moore Theological College in Sydney and former CEO of 

The Gospel Coalition Australia. 

“While I can’t speak for all churches and ministries, there is growing 

awareness that personal relationships are indeed a key to reaching non-

Christians. This shouldn’t surprise us: The Bible speaks about the                   

missional importance of living godly lives among non-Christians.” 

Almost half (46%) of Australians are “extremely” or “very” open to       

spiritual conversation involving views different from their own. The  per-

centage is higher among younger generations—53 percent of Gen Z ver-

sus 34 percent of boomers. 

Aussies aren’t just willing to talk religion. They might even rethink what 

they believe. Almost three in five are at least slightly open to changing 

their current religious views. Younger groups are most open to altering 

their views. 

Younger Australians More Open to Changing Views 

There’s also willingness to attend church. About two-thirds of Australians 

would be at least slightly likely to attend church if personally invited by a 

friend or family member, including 44 percent of nonreligious                         

Australians. 

Additionally, most Australians value the church. Among church work that 

people highly or somewhat value are looking after the homeless (75%), 

offering financial assistance and food relief programs (73%), providing 

facilities to care for the aging (71%), and working to abolish modern 

slavery (64%). 

That creates an opening for evangelistic success if Christians will live out 

their faith authentically, said Sophie Renton, managing director at 

McCrindle. 
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“While less people are identifying with Christianity than years prior, 

there is still an openness to engaging with faith and church,” she said. 

“An important part of this is for people who do not believe to see 

firsthand those in their life who live out a genuine faith. Authenticity is 

crucial alongside building relationships of trust as avenues for                          

conversation. Investing in real relationships and creating healthy                   

communities are key for creating opportunities to build the church.” 

David Roach is a freelance reporter for CT and pastor of Shiloh Baptist 

Church in Saraland, Alabama. 

As cost of living bites, food charity OzHarvest's Waterloo 

market sees hundreds of people a day 

- By ABC Radio Sydney / By Declan Bowring 

Margaret McFarland used to make ends meet by splitting the bills with 

her husband. He died 18 months ago and since then everything has be-

come more expensive.   

"I used to be able to buy everything I needed for under $100. The last 

time I shopped, and I didn't even buy half of what I needed, it was $164," 

Ms McFarland says. 

"It is a really, really big jump. That wasn't even buying fruit and vegeta-

bles, and very, very little meat." 

The 79-year-old pensioner says that after doing a little bit of shopping 

her fortnightly pension of just over $1,000 is mostly gone. 

Ms McFarland says the cost of council rates and power bills has also been 

a problem. 

She cancelled her household insurance and didn't use a heater in her 

home last winter, using a blanket instead to save on electricity. 

To help save on food costs, she drives from her home in North Bondi to 

the OzHarvest market at the Waterloo social housing estate. 

Customers are offered free fresh fruit and vegetables, cereal, pasta and 

bread. 
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The food, rescued by OzHarvest from supermarkets, would have other-

wise gone to landfill because it's close to its best-before date or can't be 

sold before expiry. 

When ABC Radio Sydney visited the market, Ms McFarland was the first 

waiting in line. 

"It's enabled me to pay bills that I wasn't able to pay before," she says. 

ABC Gives is partnering with OzHarvest to bring attention to the hunger 

and food waste crisis in Australia.  

Growing demand for relief 

About 400 people come through the Waterloo site every day, market 

manager Zuzana Droppa says. 

"We have seen the need increase exponentially in the last few months, 

especially since there were issues with floods," she says. 

The food-rescue charity, which opened the market in 2020, says it has 

served 85,000 people in the past 12 months. 

In addition to helping put food on the table, Ms Droppa says the market 

gives customers access to food with more nutritional value that they 

might not otherwise be able to afford. 

"So many times the customers mentioned that thanks to us, their health 

has improved," Ms Droppa says. 

Checking in 

In the line outside, volunteers check in with customers to let them know 

what is available inside, but also to check in on how they are going. 

Carmel began volunteering when she started working part-time in her 

teaching job and has since made "wonderful" friends through these                  

interactions. 

"We have a chat and you get to know their history and their problems," 

Carmel says. 
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"Sometimes you're a shoulder for 

them to cry on." 

Ms Droppa says kindness from the 

volunteers is part of the offering. 

"This is a place where they find that 

safe haven, where we accept them 

for who they are," Ms Droppa says. 

"It's a holistic approach of giving 

them the food and nourishing their 

souls." 

Orthodox split widens after 

police raids - By JONATHAN 

LUXMOORE25  

Patriarch Kirill: war is ‘struggle 

against the Antichrist’ 

DIVISIONS have deepened be-

tween Ukraine’s rival Orthodox 

Churches as police and security 

agents raided Moscow-linked mon-

asteries this week. Meanwhile the 

Russian Orthodox Primate Patriarch 

Kirill once again urged Orthodox 

Christians to support his country’s 

“struggle against the Antichrist”. 

In a statement on Tuesday, 

Ukraine’s SBU security service con-

firmed that it had conducted 

searches for weapons and 

“sabotage groups” at the historic 

Pechersk Lavra, or Monastery of the 

Caves, in Kyiv as part of efforts to 

“counter subversive activities by 

Russian special services” and pre-

vent their “involvement in illegal 

activities to the detriment of state 

sovereignty”. 

It said that similar raids had taken 

place at convents and diocesan              

offices belonging to Ukraine’s             

Moscow-linked Orthodox Church, 

the UOC, in Korets, Rivne, Volyn, 

and other towns, “taking into               

account the Russian Federation’s 

armed aggression and the                              

increasing risk of terrorist acts,  

sabotage and hostage-taking”. The 

statement said that the SBU also 

maintained “impartiality towards 

every religious denomination” and             

respected their constitutional 

rights. 

The raids were condemned,                  

however, as an “act of intimidation 

and persecution” against Russian-

speaking worshippers and clergy 

by the Moscow Patriarchate, as well 

as by the Kremlin’s spokesman, 

Dmitry Peskov, who told the RIA-

Novosti news agency that the 

Ukrainian action was “yet another 

link in the chain of military actions 

against Russian Orthodoxy”. 

The Church searches took place as 

further Russian missiles and drone 

strikes inflicted massive damage on 
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Ukraine’s power grid at the start of winter, prompting a fresh aid donation 

of €2.5 billion from the European Union, and warnings of a further                 

escalation in the nine-month war. 

Preaching on Monday for Ukraine’s Day of Dignity and Freedom, the              

Primate of Ukraine’s independent Orthodox Church, Metropolitan                   

Epiphany (Dumenko), accused President Putin of seeking to “use Church 

structures” for his own purposes, like Soviet and Nazi rulers before him. 

 “Although Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, and other tyrants of the past are dead, the 

devil is tempting others to take their place. The current head of the Rus-

sian state has become such a tyrant of our time, a servant of the devil and 

guide to lies and evil,” Metropolitan Epiphany said at a Kyiv liturgy com-

memorating 2100 Ukrainians killed and injured in the 2013 “Euromaidan 

Revolution”. 

“Whoever renounces freedom and dignity to be seduced by the devil is 

like the angels who were tempted and fell away from God. . . This is            

exactly what has happened to so many followers of the Moscow Patriar-

chate and its leader, who were deceived by the devil and induced to be-

come servants of the Kremlin tyrant.” 

Speaking on Sunday in Christ the Saviour Cathedral, Moscow, however, 

Patriarch Kirill said that the “future of the world” now depended on Rus-

sia, which was defending “values that place a barrier to apostasy”. 

He said that he was grateful to President Putin for showing “unanimity on 

the key issues of our time” and said that his Church now stood “on the 

front line” and should remain mobilised as the “core of spiritual re-

sistance”. 

“Remembering what God’s word says about the coming of the Antichrist 

into the world, we can say that today it is Russia which is the restrainer — 

and this means all the Antichrist’s forces will be thrown at our country,” 

the Patriarch said. 

“As a Church, we must take part in our Fatherland’s struggle against 

world evil, against this leprosy, this Antichrist movement. . . Therefore I 

call on everyone to pray for the unity of the historic Holy Rus and our 
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Church, and for victory over all op-

ponents, external and internal.” 

Calls have continued across 

Ukraine for the UOC to be banned 

on national security grounds, de-

spite the Church’s claims last May 

to have severed jurisdictional ties 

with Moscow. 

With a total 33 Moscow-linked cler-

gy facing criminal investigations for 

siding with invading Russian forces, 

according to the SBU, the Church 

has also been urged to impose ca-

nonical sanctions against collabora-

tors and begin a dialogue with the 

independent PCU. 

Claims of clergy collaboration were 

denied on Sunday by the UOC’s 

leader, Metropolitan Onufriy 

(Berezovsky). He told a student 

magazine that Orthodox priests 

who had “stayed with their people 

in occupied territories and helped 

them survive, sacrificing them-

selves, their image or their lives”, 

were “not collaborators, but real he-

roes of the people”. 

This was denied, however, by the 

PCU’s spokesman, Archbishop 

Evstratiy (Zorya), who told Ukraine’s 

commercial TV channel ICTV that 

support for the ideology of a 

“Russian sphere” had been nur-

tured in the UOC over decades by 

Russia, and could be documented in 

sermons and brochures. 

Ukraine, he said, now needed to 

“break the link between the UOC 

and Russian governing structures”, 

with more effective law enforce-

ment. 

He continued: “When people are in-

doctrinated for years into thinking 

that Moscow and the Russian sphere 

are a shrine to be defended,                     

protected, and spread in every              

possible way, and that everything 

against this is a manifestation of               

Satan and the Antichrist, they                 

become poisoned by this ideology 

and begin to work for the enemy. 

“When they direct Russian artillery, 

rockets, and bombs at Ukrainian                 

objects, they sincerely believe they 

are doing good.” 

Ukraine’s Religious Information  

Service said that the Orthodox              

Patriarch Ilya II of Georgia had 

been the only foreign religious 

leader to send greetings to                      

Patriarch Kirill on his 76th birthday 

last weekend, adding that Patriarch 

Ilya had also used the opportunity 

to demand a restoration of “peace 

and justice” between Russia and 

Ukraine. 
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Joy: A Poem for the Third Sunday of Advent 

By Lindy Thompson  

Children sing                                                                                                                

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart!                                                                      

and I agree with that sentiment.                                                                                          

There is a lot of joy available,                                                                                             

worthy of being mentioned four times,                                                                                        

but the down part is true, too.                                                                                              

Very often, the joy is buried deep below the surface,                                                       

hidden under layers of information and distraction,                                                             

a polished stone under a stack of old newspapers. 

So much negative in the world today,                                                                                     

so much trash,                                                                                                               

so much fear.                                                                                                                

We bury our faces in our phones                                                                                        

because machines are much easier than people,                                                            

and the garbage keeps piling on,                                                                                        

and the joy becomes more and more a distant memory. 

But joy is our birthright.                                                                                                   

The angels told the shepherds they were bringing                                                      

good news of a great joy that will be to all people.                                                                         

The good news is for us,                                                                                                     

but we have to make room for it.                                                                                             

Our minds are busier                                                                                                         

than a guest house in Bethlehem during a census —                                                  

too full for one more family,                                                                                                

even a small one. 

The birth is coming,                                                                                                         

the joy is promised.                                                                                                         

May we make ready,                                                                                                           

may we make room.                                                                                                            

May we join together,                                                                                                        

help each other,                                                                                                             

and sanctify space                                                                                                           

for God’s great gift of joy. 
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Advent Week Three Prayer                                 

- A Prayer for Joy 

Heavenly Father, This third week of Advent, 

let us remember that the good news of               

Jesus’ birth has the power to bring us great 

joy this Christmas season. Our joy isn’t             

dependent on what is going on in our life, 

in our world, or the people that we are with. 

It doesn’t depend on the gifts we give or 

the gifts we find under the tree. No earthly 

thing can ever give us complete joy. Our joy 

comes from you. That joy that flooded the 

hearts of the shepherds, the angels, the 

wise men, the hosts of heaven, and Mary and Joseph is the joy that still 

has the power to overwhelm our hearts with rejoicing. 
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[CELEBRANT] We pray for God’s World and for his Church, looking for 

Christ’s Kingdom which is to come.  

Gracious God, we bring to you your world, all places of conflict and 

strife, especially Ukraine. Have mercy on the people of Russia, Iran, 

Afghanistan and other countries ruled by fear and tyranny. Give wisdom 

and insight to our monarch Charles III, and our leaders, Anthony our 

Prime Minister and Dominic our Premier.  

When you come, the broken, bleeding lands are healed, places of death 

blossom with new life.  

Come Lord Jesus, and in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, we bring to you your Church and its servant leaders, 

especially Justin of Canterbury, Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our 

Metropolitan, Michael our bishop and James our Rector. Today we 

especially pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya and its Primate, 

Jackson Ole Sapit.  

When you come, we shall receive the glory and majesty of our God.  

Come Lord Jesus, and in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, we bring to you all who suffer, for the sick in body or 

spirit, the sad, the lonely and all who mourn. Especially we intercede for 

those for whom we have been asked to pray: for Anne as she mourns her 

husband, Bill and for Pat Conchar, Robert, Warwick and Jan Roden, 

Martin de Vries, Joyce Bannister, Barry Brandy, John Burns, June 

Cameron, Elsie Dunnam, Malcolm Green, Enid Kell, David Morgan, 

Melissa Moore, Graham Norman, Sally Palmer, Michelle Phillips, Diane 

Smith, John Sorensen, Peter Sorensen, Sylvia, Daphne Storey, Bob Woods 

and Bill Whittle. When you come, the lame walk and the blind receive 

INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 11th December 2022 
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their sight, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

Come Lord Jesus, and in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, we bring to you those who have followed you in life and 

know you now in glory; those who have died alone and unloved, for you 

are their only sure and certain hope. We remember before you Bill and 

those whose year’s mind occurs at this time: Jordan Hayes, John St 

George, Elizabeth Thacker, Phyllis Lockwood, Alison Powell, Joan 

Coucher, Yvonne Prince, Colin Frakes and Clement Laurence. When you 

come, may you find us ready to greet you, that, with all your saints, we 

may be brought to a place of everlasting joy.  

Come Lord Jesus, and in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.                                                             

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace 

receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 The Week Ahead... 

Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

 Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week  

 Tuesday 13th December - Lucy, martyr and virgin (d.304) 

 Wednesday 14th December - John of the Cross, mystic and teacher (d.1591) 
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