Welcome to worship
Sunday 12th June 2022
Trinity Sunday
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W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday
ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming

Bible Readings
for Today
Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31
Ps 8
Romans 5.1-5
John 16.12-15

Year C

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

1 Kings 19.1-4 (5-7) 8-15a
Ps 42;43
Galatians 3.10-14, 23-29
Luke 8.26-39
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive
the wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like
to guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask
you not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable
receiving from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive
the bread only.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that
not receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread
into the cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in
contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the
hands than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic.
In addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be
consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually
the Chalice Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine
that has had multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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News from St Paul’s …
Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to
welcome you to worship with us at
St Paul’s.
The following services will be
offered:
•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral
Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week
Eucharist



QR check-in are no longer
required at places of worship.

The Greeting of Peace will
continue as a reverent bow to those
one is seated close to. Communion
will be administered at the
communion rail and directions will be
provided in the order of service.
Everyone is welcome to come to our
Morning tea. You no longer need to
sign-in. We will still observe all
relevant hygiene protocols .
As the situation changes with
reference to the government’s
directives, we will review matters at
that point in time.

People are quite free to decide not to
attend Church or any event if they do
not feel comfortable doing so. All risk I am truly grateful to all those who,
management procedures will be
over the past months, have helped us
scrupulously attended to.
to remain connected to God and to
From Saturday 18th of February 2022, each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your
singing and dancing is permitted.
loving Service of God and of God’s
The following rules also applies:
people at St Paul’s and beyond.


Density limits no longer apply



Anyone can attend a wedding,
funeral or place of worship.





You are not required to be fully
vaccinated or show proof of your
vaccination status.

I hold you and our community,
nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and
surround you at this time.
Fr James

Face masks are no longer
required for indoor premises.
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Flowers as a Memorial
Decorating our church with flowers is
one way to remember a loved one or in
thanksgiving for a special event. If you
would like to give flowers in memory of
a loved one, or as an offering of
thanksgiving please contact Judith
Laurence the week prior to the date
at judealaurence@gmail.com or on
0438041726 and contact Caroline in the
parish office at
office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au
to arrange the wording of the memorial notice in the pew bulletin.

Winter Fundraiser
The seasonal lunches will return with a ‘Winter Warmer’ soup lunch
The seasonal fundraiser lunch is
on Sunday 26th June in the small
hall after the 9.30am service at
11.45am. It will be Soup/Slice.
The tickets will be $10 each if
purchased in advance or $12 on
the day. These will be available
from Andrew Connelly after the
8am service or Pam after the
9.30am service. Keep the date
free and get your tickets now!
We would appreciate help with
donations of soups and slices.
Please let Pam know if you can
assist in any way and what you
can donate.
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The Flowers in the church today are
To the glory of God and in loving
memory of Phillip

Paul Philips

Always remembered by his dear wife
Yolanda, family and friends.
Rest eternal grant unto him O Lord ,
And Let light perpetual shine upon him.

urwood

ommunity

hoir

@ St Paul’s
The Burwood Community Choir was formed
in the latter part of 2019. The Choir is open to
anyone and everyone who wants to join with
others in song. You do not have to have any
special musical expertise; just love to sing.
There are no auditions for the choir and no
membership fees. If people are able to make
a donation to help with expenses then that is
most acceptable but it is not a requirement
for participation in the choir.
The choir rehearses in the main hall at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church located at
205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood. We meet during school term times. In 2022,
rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. Our Music Director and Conductor is
Mrs Karen Carey. If you can’t have fun with Karen at the helm, you just can’t have fun!
During rehearsals we do some warm-up exercises and learn a variety of songs that will
become a program for a performance at the end of the school term. In spite of COVID, we
have managed to deliver two performances (2019 and 2020) and lead a rousing evening
of favourite Christmas Carols with full audience participation at the end of 2021.
St Paul’s provides help and support for the organisation and running of the choir.
Donations from audiences at our performances help to support the St Paul’s “Pantry”
which provides groceries and food items to those experiencing hardship in our
community. So you are not only singing for fun but helping those in need at the same
time.
BCC started 2022 rehearsals on 15 March 2022. If you want a little “taste” of our efforts we
are on You Tube – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0 https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
Come and join us in song and friendship. We are looking forward to meeting you.
If you need further information email Barbara Stone (Choir Director).
barbarastoneam@gmail.com
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Trading Table
The Trading Table made $348 includes sale of the Epistle) last Sunday. There
is still some of the last Epistle (Lent to Easter) available, in case you missed
out, for the very reasonable price of $7.
We look forward to serving you with our jams/chutneys (see below for the
varieties), plants etc.
Butters
Lime & Passionfruit, Lime
Chutneys/Pickles
Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple
Chutney, Choko Chutney
Jams
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Choko &
Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce, Peach Liqueur Jam, Spiced Nectarine
Jam, Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, Spiced Fig &
Apple Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw, Pineapple and Ginger Jam, Guava Jam,
Guava and Ginger Jam
Marmalades
Mandarin, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon, Orange, Orange & Rum &
Raisin, Orange & Rum, Orange, Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange, Orange & Passion fruit Jelly, Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit),
Grapefruit, Chai Spiced Grapefruit
Plants
The plants are going into hibernation as the weather gets colder.
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each, check out some new ones that have been
added.
There are some EPSON computer inks available in various colours. Cyan TO492,
Yellow TO494, light Magenta TO496, Magenta TO493, and Light Cyan To 495. Also
Canon Black BC-)1, BJ cartridge. Do you have a printer that could use these?

Thank you for your support
Pam Brock
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Fire Protection System in

and an address to post it to. Thank you.

the Church

We are seeking to ensure that the
entire precinct (that is, the Church,
the Rectory, the Hall, and the grounds)
is refurbished and maintained to the
highest standard and your help is
greatly appreciated. Thank you.

St. Paul’s has been awarded a NSW
Heritage grant of $41,000.00 to help
meet half of the cost of a state of the
art fire protection system in the
Church.

Requests for Prayer

We need to raise the other $41,000.00
Praying for the needs of our world and
to match this grant to ensure that St.
Paul’s is protected from any risk of fire. its people is both a responsibility and
a privilege. In our services on
This state of the art system includes
Wednesday and Sunday we pray by
fire brigade monitoring that will not
name for those who have asked for our
be set off by candles burning and
prayers.
using incense in our Services.
If you would like us to pray for yourself
Donations can be made to the
or a friend or loved one we now have a
National Trust Account which are tax
book at the back of the church where
deductable.
names can be added to our parish
prayer list. Please ask the welcomers if
Cheques can be made out to:
you cannot see where it is. The page
National Trust of Australia (NSW)
will be turned and the list will be comSt Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
pletely renewed every three months,
Or
beginning June, Sept, Dec, March.
Direct Credit to the above name with
Likewise, let us know when someone's
bank account details:
name should be removed.
Westpac
If a person's name should be now addBSB: 032-044
ed to the list of the faithful departed,
Account number: 742 926
please also let us know so that we can
Branch: 275 George Street, Sydney
also pray for them.
NSW
Thanks
Please contact Pam for more details or Jude
place a donation in an envelope and
label with National Trust donation and
include your name for your receipt
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Celebrating Bill’s 90th Birthday in the office last Friday
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Bellringing - June Long Weekend
The weekend starting from Friday, 10th June to Monday 13th June will be
the annual weekend for the ANZAB (Australian & New Zealand
Association of Bellringers). This year is the 60th anniversary of its
inception. It began in Sydney in 1962 hence the celebrations here this
year. It is held in a different state or country (New Zealand only) each
year.
St Paul’s Burwood bells and ringers will be very much involved in
hosting some of the ringing and functions. Friday 10th June there will be
two quarter peals rung, one from 9.30am – 10.30am and a second from
11am – 12 noon by visiting bellringers.
Sunday 12th June we shall ring for the 9.30am service as usual but we
may be joined by ringers from other towers around Australia. There will
be an interstate striking competition held at Burwood between 2 - 4pm.
This will be followed by general ringing up till the evensong at 5pm.
The evensong will have a ringing flavour with the hymns, anthem, handbells and the preacher will be a ringer and priest from Lindfield-Killara
parish.
After the evensong service there is a supper in the hall for the ringers
who have booked and paid for the catered meal. There will be about 80
ringers coming.
The morning tea after the 9.30am service will be held in the small hall
as the large hall will be being prepared for the evening supper. Thank
you for your understanding.

Pam Brock
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have
mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad your peace in the
hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for war, that all races
and peoples may learn to live as members of one family and in obedience to
your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

St Paul’s Church Archive Search
The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked
regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time
consuming in many cases.
We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150
per search and could include a copy of documents.
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s this
week and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $2062
≈ Parish Pantry: $280
≈ National Trust Donation: $10
TOTAL OF GIVING:$2352
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............
to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood,
to be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of
the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust
Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
All Preserved foods urgently needed.
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
A leadership of listening: The Anglican General Synod
and the ongoing debate over human sexuality
- By Matthew Anstey, an Anglican priest in the Diocese of Adelaide.
He is a Research Fellow in the Australian Centre for Christianity and
Culture at Charles Sturt University.
In the eyes of many Australians, the 2022 federal election transformed
our political landscape. In its wake, one of the recurring diagnoses is
that the Coalition simply did not listen to significant groups: it did not
listen to women and LGBTQIA+ people; it did not listen to First Nations
people; it did not listen to the growing numbers desperate to see meaningful action on climate change; it did not listen to ethnic minority communities. And the list is growing.
Amid the flurry of election post-mortem analyses, some might discern
certain foreshadowings in other Australian communities. Such a portent,
I believe, occurred just one week before the election, at the General
Synod of the Anglican Church of Australia. More than 250 Anglican
bishops, clergy, and laity from across Australia gathered on the Gold
Coast. Front and centre of the agenda was a highly contentious motion
brought by the Sydney Diocese, to define the church’s view of marriage
as only ever “between one man and one woman”.
I was one of the leaders of over 90 progressives who prepared
extensively for this debate, because what was at stake was much more
than marriage. Rather, this was a debate about who we are, who is
included, and who is left behind. This was about two competing
narratives, two visions for the future of the Anglican Church in Australia.
For us, the progressive vision is one of a broad, comprehensive,
open-hearted Anglican church, a community where diversity is
welcome and embraced — in theology, liturgy, and importantly, human
sexuality. And we contend that the conservative vision is narrow,
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exclusive, hegemonic. It is a vision whose catch cry is “Please leave us!”
— as put so bluntly by the previous Archbishop of Sydney, Glenn Davies
— addressed to those who believe God delights in same-sex marriage.
The debate at the Synod lasted for almost four hours and, unlike the
federal election, the voting went down to the wire. To pass, three
constituencies must vote in favour: laity voted 57 per cent in favour, the
clergy 64 per cent in favour, but the house of bishops voted against, 12
votes to 10 (with 2 abstaining). The motion failed.
Representatives from the Sydney Diocese and their supporters in other
dioceses were visibly upset. Although General Synod was largely
conducted with respect and civility, in this moment there was an
outpouring of anger towards the twelve bishops (the irony of Jesus’s
appointment of twelve apostles was not lost on some). There were calls
for them to repent, to return to the so-called “Bible’s clear teaching”. And
the next morning a petition was presented to the Synod, “expressing
regret that the House of Bishops failed to clearly affirm the teaching of
Christ on marriage”.

In what could be viewed as a marked failure of critical reflection on how
democratic systems function, the conservatives protested that the twelve
bishops defied the will of “the majority”. One might contrast their
response to the Synod votes with Scott Morrison’s poise in defeat: “It is
proper to acknowledge the functioning of our democracy.”
Their subsequent media barrage left out a number of important
considerations, however. I contend that these considerations reflect the
twelve bishops’ commitment to a leadership of listening.

First, the specific wording of the motion would have overturned the
determination of the Appellate Tribunal’s 2020 judgement, which ruled
that it is not unlawful to conduct a blessing of a same-sex marriage in our
church. In other words, Sydney Diocese wanted to capsize a nuanced 121
-page legal ruling with a brusque simplistic motion.
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Second, the Sydney Diocese have tended to adopt a “take it or leave it”
approach to such debates, and rarely if ever bother to consult with other
viewpoints prior to General Synod.
Third, during the debate, four reasonable, fact-based amendments were
moved, which would have provided a broader platform for ongoing
conversation. Three of these were outright rejected.
Fourth, such a motion, were it to be passed, would be highly detrimental
to mission and pastoral care in Australian society at present. The
leaders of the Sydney Diocese have already witnessed the widespread
anger expressed when it was revealed that they donated $1 million to
the “No” campaign during the same-sex marriage plebiscite; they have,
moreover, seen the consternation in response to the requirement that
new principals and board members of diocesan schools sign a document affirming that marriage is only between a man and a woman.
Finally, this motion would have effectively ended any possibility of
mature and nuanced debate on human sexuality in the Anglican Church
of Australia. Engaged listening would have been displaced by fixed
dogma.
It was these concerns that led the twelve bishops to exercise episcopal
leadership in voting against the Anglican church being led down a
narrow, constricting path — one at odds with our society and deeply
disagreeable to the many Australian Anglicans not represented by the
conservative shape of this General Synod.
The twelve bishops, in other words, listened to the diversity of views in
our church, especially to LGBTQIA+ persons and their allies, hearing
their heartache at being repeatedly told by some that their sexuality is
disordered, a deviation (in the opinion of the Sydney Diocese) from
God’s supposedly heteronormative plan. The resolve of these bishops,
moreover, was vindicated when, on the following day of the Synod, 40
per cent of delegates voted to affirm same-sex marriage as a moral
good, a gift to be celebrated, fully in accord with Scripture and the
historic Christian Creeds.
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The bishops, I suggest, thwarted a blunt attempt to silence 40 per cent
of our constituency in order to keep open dialogue and debate on these
profound questions of human sexuality and Christian theology. They
voted courageously, to ensure our church continues the difficult task of
listening — to one another, to LGBTQIA+ Anglicans, and ultimately, we
hope, to God.

T.S. Eliot’s “The Waste Land” — more relevant than ever,
a century later - By Xavier Symons
T.S. Eliot’s poem The Waste Land was an immensely significant work of
twentieth-century poetry. With its raw and brooding tone and bold
abandonment of pre-modern poetic conventions, the poem poignantly
mirrors in its style the anxiety and disruption of inter-bellum Europe.
Ezra Pound saw it as accomplishing all that modernist writers were
seeking to achieve: it is, Pound wrote, “about enough to make the rest of
us shut up shop”. Remembering the appearance of The Waste Land in
his autobiography — written during the Cold War — the American poet
and physician William Carlos Williams compared it to a nuclear holocaust: “All our hilarity ended. It wiped out our world as if an atom bomb
had been dropped on it.”
The Waste Land is arguably even more relevant now than it was when it
was written in 1922. In our era, everything is in question and nothing is
sacred. The disenchantment of world of which sociologist Max Weber
wrote has culminated in a staggeringly rapid collapse of institutional religion. While some may see this as a congenial development, the existential vacuum left in its wake is not. Our world is also characterised by
a loss of place. Country towns are in decline. Urban life increasingly
precarious. Humanitarian crises have triggered new waves of global migration.
The Waste Land’s exploration of themes of social dislocation, loss of
meaning, and a sense of the unreality of the modern world has deep
resonances with readers today. The Waste Land is a probing exploration
of the breakdown of the religious, philosophical, and cultural
20

metanarratives that once provided stability to communities. The poem
yields more questions than answers. It is only in Eliot’s later work, The
Four Quartets, that we find allusions to the remedy for our modern malaise.
“A heap of broken images”
We who live in liberal democracies are rarely immersed in a single
tradition. We are intellectually uprooted without knowing it. We stumble
in search of a rational thread to link together the “broken images” that
characterise our experience of the world.
Eliot evokes this sense of uprootedness in The Waste Land through his
use of different Indo-European languages throughout the poem, often
introducing quotations in a different language mid-stanza to disrupt the
flow. Like us, the characters of The Waste Land are unable to make sense
of their world. They are like curious children listening to an exotic
language that they cannot speak. Indeed, the epigraph is a quotation in
Latin and Ancient Greek from the novel Satyricon by Petronius. It reads:
I saw with my own eyes the Sybil at Cumae hanging in a cage and when
the boys asked her: “Sybil, what do you want?”; she replied: “I want to
die”.
The poem itself presents the modern world as moribund. Sacred realities
— in particular, human sexuality — are defiled. The poem describes a
casual and grotesquely emotionless sexual encounter between an unnamed “typist” and her young “carbuncular” lover. This is witnessed by a
sexually ambiguous character from Greek mythology, Tiresias. The androgenous Tiresias is a prophet whose words are never believed: “I Tiresias, though blind, throbbing between two lives, old man with wrinkled
female breasts, can see … the typist home at tea time”. The encounter is
repellent to the typist, who comments, “well now that’s done: and I’m
glad it’s over”. Indeed, she seems like a shell of a human being as “she
smoothes her hair with automatic hand, and puts a record on the gramophone”.
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The debasement of sex parallels the disjointed character of conversation
in The Waste Land. The few snippets of conversation between characters
— a potential sign of hope in the barren desert of the poem — are
constantly interrupted. “Hurry up please it’s time”, repeats the publican
in the bar to two women talking of marriage and children. Other lines are
simply dropped by the author as the poem lurches from one fragmented
scene to another.
Shakespeare is bastardised in the form of a popular song from the 1910s
sung by one of the characters of the poem: “O o o that Shakespeherian
Rag — / it’s so elegant / so intelligent”. This is just one example of
pastiche in a poem pregnant with indirect cultural allusions.
The great cities of our time, Eliot suggests, acquire an “unreal”
appearance in the face of the relativism, pessimism and dehumanisation
of our era. Just as Eliot’s Hollow Men exhibit “shape without form” and
“shade without colour”, the city of London resides “under the brown fog
of ... winter”. After two references to the “unreal city” of London, Eliot
turns his mind to the great cities of Western civilisation and provides the
same curt assessment:
Jerusalem Athens Alexandria
Vienna London
Unreal.
It is useful here to consider the work of Vicktor Frankl, who once wrote,
“The existential vacuum which is the mass neurosis of the present time
can be described as a private and personal form of nihilism; for nihilism
can be defined as the contention that being has no meaning”. The loss of
meaning triggers an identity crisis, and it is this that Eliot is primarily
concerned with.
“The awful daring of a moment’s surrender”
The Waste Land asks whether a civilisation that has been intellectually,
emotionally, spiritually debased is capable of redemption. Is Eliot too
pessimistic? I believe that he simply takes seriously the existential
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questions that characterise human life, and that have become even more
pressing now with the decline of religion. Where can we find meaning?
Where do we find solid ground on which to build our civilisation?
We can find a tentative answer to these questions in The Four Quartets,
published in 1943 after his conversion to Anglicanism. It is in “The Dry
Salvages” (the third of the Four Quartets) that Eliot proposes the cure: not
to search the future anxiously, nor to mourn the past, but rather to cling to
the present moment, characterised by “hints and guesses”:
Men’s curiosity searches past and future
And clings to that dimension. But to apprehend
The point of intersection of the timeless
With time, is an occupation for the saint.
The hint may only be “half guessed”, or a gift “half understood”, but this
apprehension is already more meaningful than anything we might hope
to gain from prophesies about the future or elegies for the past. Other
than that, we need to engage in “prayer, observance, discipline, thought
and action”. This is the way we must live. We must live a life of ardour
and selflessness and self-surrender.
A tall order indeed in the Age of
Twitter.
Xavier Symons is a Postdoctoral
Research Fellow in the Plunkett Centre
for Ethics, at Australian Catholic
University and St. Vincent’s Health
Australia, and the author of Why
Conscience Matters: A Defence of
Conscientious Objection in Healthcare.

Quote of the Week...
"Bring me a worm that can
comprehend a man, and I will
show you a man that can
comprehend the Triune God."
~John Wesley (1751-1781)
An English cleric, theologian, and
evangelist
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Pentecost attack in Nigerian church a ‘profound offence
to God’, says Archbishop of Canterbury - By REBECCA PAVELEY
THE massacre of dozens of worshippers during mass at Pentecost in a
Roman Catholic church in south-west Nigeria was an “act of pure evil and
a profound offence to God”, the Archbishop of Canterbury has said.
At least 50 people, including many children, are believed to have died in
the attack at St Francis’s, Owo, in Ondo State.
Armed men arrived on motorcycles and entered the church, setting off
explosives. They spent 30 minutes inside, shooting worshippers. Some
had already entered the church before the service, posing as
worshippers, a police spokesman said.
Witnesses saw blood on the altar and the floor, and bodies strewn on
pews. The church, which was full when the attack began, can hold up to
1200 people.
A chorister, John Nwovu, told the BBC: “I saw entire families being wiped
away: friends, relatives, those I knew.”
Archbishop Welby, who worked in Nigeria before his ordination, said:
“The massacre of worshippers — men, women, and children — during a
mass in south-west Nigeria was an act of pure evil and a profound offence
to God.
“The tragedy is deepened because such vulnerable people found no
mercy from their attackers. May God receive their souls in peace.
“My prayers are with all affected by this barbaric attack. I continue to
pray for the nation of Nigeria.”
Pope Francis sent assurance of his prayers for the victims and for the
country. “His Holiness Pope Francis was deeply saddened to learn of the
horrific attack at St Francis Church in Owo, and he assures you and all
those affected by this act of unspeakable violence of his spiritual
closeness,” a telegram from the Vatican Secretary of State to Bishop Jude
Ayodeji Arogundade of Ondo.
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“In commending the souls of the dead to the loving mercy of Almighty
God and imploring divine healing and consolation upon the injured and
those who are grieving, His Holiness prays for the conversion of those
blinded by hatred and violence so that they will choose instead the path
of peace and righteousness.”
Owo is in a region that has not previously experienced much conflict
over religion. The Yoruba ethnic group, which lives there, is divided
equally between the Muslim and Christian faiths, and has co-existed
peacefully.

The police have not identified any of the attackers, but some locals have
blamed Fulani militia from northern Nigeria, an area that has suffered increasing militia attacks and civilian deaths in consequence.
The Owo attack occurred a week after the Prelate of the Methodist
Church in Nigeria, Dr Samuel C. Kanu Uche, was abducted, with two other clerics in the south-east of the country, and freed after a ransom of
£190,000 was paid.
Two weeks ago, two RC priests were kidnapped in Katsina, in the north.
They have not been released.
Stampede. Last week, at least 31 people, including children, died in a
stampede at a church in the southern Rivers state when hundreds of
people turned up to receive free food.
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Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8;
Romans 5.1-5; John 16.12-15

Today’s reading from Proverbs talks about
Holy Wisdom. If you’ve ever been to Istanbul
you’ll have seen the former Church of the
Holy Wisdom. For almost a thousand years
after its construction, it was the largest
cathedral in all the world. For Orthodox Christians, Holy Wisdom is Jesus
Christ himself. During the Orthodox Church’s Divine Liturgy a deacon
will cry out ‘Wisdom! Let us attend!’ at points in the service to ensure
that the congregation is listening to sacred teaching. And this is our
sacred teaching: that our God is one God in three persons – God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. O Trinity, O Unity! Be
present as we worship thee, and with the songs that angels sing unite the
hymns of praise we bring. If I were to examine myself, would I find times
in my life where I had focused on one member of the Holy Trinity more
than another? Why or why not?


Glorious, Holy and Indivisible Trinity, may all my days be spent in
your praise, for you are my God: my Creator, my Redeemer, my
Advocate.



Give thanks for all who donate to, or otherwise support, ABM to help
us spread the Gospel of love, hope and justice.

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022
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OUTDOORS …
Unfinished Business! Save the Date!
Dear MOW friend and/or supporter,
It’s thirty years since Anglican women were first ordained as priests in
Australia.
But there are still dioceses – Sydney Diocese chief among them – that
limit or refuse to acknowledge women’s ordained ministry. The time is
ripe to challenge this stance.
The Movement for the Ordination of Women Australia is organising a
conference in Sydney from 16 to 18 September 2022 – Unfinished
Business – to recognise the struggle for Anglican women’s ordination in
Australia, celebrate the courage and service of ordained women, and
honour those who have fought for women’s ordination over many years.
The program is still being finalised, but speakers who will be addressing
the past, present and future of women’s ordained ministry include Dr Julia
Baird, Professor Eileen Baldry AO, the Rev’d Val Graydon, Ms Anne
Hywood, the Rev’d Canon Professor Dorothy Lee, the Hon Keith Mason
AC QC, the Rev’d Dr Lesley McLean, the Rev’d Dr Colleen O’Reilly AM,
the Rev’d Angela Peverell, Dr Gwenneth Roberts, the Rev’d Gloria Shipp,
and the Rev’d Elisa Helen Waterhouse CSC.
The conference will be held at Christ Church St Laurence, 812 George
Street, Sydney. Program and registration details will be posted on the
MOW website as they become available (https://mowatch.com.au/)
If you have any queries, or wish to be removed from the conference mailing list, do contact me at secretary@mowatch.com.au. And please forward this email to anyone you know who may be interested in the conference or supporting MOW.
Elaine Lindsay
National Secretary, MOW
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 12th June 2022
Trinity Sunday Year C

[CELEBRANT ] Let us pray
for God’s world and for his
church, in the name of the
blessed Trinity, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

Creator, redeemer and sanctifier, in
your mercy: Hear our Prayer.

Three-personed God, guide your
church throughout the world, the
Anglican Communion and especially
the Diocese of Machakos, Justin
Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey
our Primate, Kanishka our
Archbishop and Michael our Regional
bishop. Support Fr James, Fr Michael
and Rosemary as they minister to us.
Bless our sidespersons and
welcomers and, through your spirit of
wisdom, truth and love, help us to
create a generous community,
reaching out in love and welcoming
others into our midst.

Creator, redeemer and sanctifier, in
your mercy: Hear our Prayer.

Three-personed God, the peace of
your world rests in the hands of the
leaders of the nations. Give them the
spirit of peace and reconciliation, that
Three-person God, we praise you for the conflicts which oppress so many
at present may cease and people will
your creation, its beauty and its
have a chance to rebuild shattered
wonder, for this world, created by
lives. Grant wisdom to the leaders of
your love. You have provided
everything needed for life and health. Ukraine and Russia and protect the
civilian population in areas of conflict.
Help us to love and respect all that
We remember all who bear the
you have made; to share your gifts
with those in need; and to protect and responsibility of leadership, for
heads of state, ambassadors and
nurture all that is fragile and
political advisers; guide their
vulnerable on this earth.
decision making, for you Lord can
Creator, redeemer and sanctifier, in
find a way when men and women are
your mercy: Hear our Prayer.
at a loss.
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Three-personed God, we thank you
for the seventy years of service by
Elizabeth our Queen. Bless the
leaders of all levels of government in
our own nation: Anthony our Prime
Minister, Domenic our Premier and
John our Mayor. Give our elected
representatives wisdom to fulfil their
roles with honesty, integrity and
justice in the service of your people.
Guide those formulating policies that
the most vulnerable in our society,
those without a voice, may be
protected and provided for.

Creator, redeemer and sanctifier, in
your mercy: Hear our Prayer.

Triune God, holy and blessed Trinity,
your love reaches beyond the grave.
At the end of our days on earth be
Three-person God, comfort through
with us and with those we love. We
your Holy Spirit all who are in sorrow give thanks to the life of Joyce Marylin
or need, sickness or adversity. Be
Teagle and we remember all those of
close to those who draw near to death; our parish who have their year’s mind
bring consolation to those in sorrow
at this time: Colin Pearse, Earle
or mourning and grant to us all a real Connolly, Colin McPherson, Geoffrey
sense of your love as you draw all who Browne, Septimus Raverty, Lorna
suffer into your tender care. We pray Whitely and Annamarie Bunsell. Rest
for those on our parish prayer list:
eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and
Fr James; Joyce Bannister; Barry
let light perpetual shine upon them.
Brandy; John Burns; Rosemary B and
Theo B; Robyn Collins; June Cameron; Grant us the grace to continue in faith
Roger Davidson; Elsie Dunnam; Vince until we join the hosts of heaven
Foster; Malcolm Green; Enid Kell;
that cry Holy, holy, holy before your
David Morgan; Graham Norman;
heavenly throne
Alister Palmer; Sally Palmer; Michelle
Phillips; Gaye Rand; Scott; Fran Sellers; [CELEBRANT] Almighty God,
you have promised to hear
Diane Smith; Peter Sorensen; Sylvia;
Sylvia Seers, Daphne Storey; Jean
our prayers.
Storey and Bob Woods.
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive,
Creator, redeemer and sanctifier, in
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
your mercy: Hear our Prayer.

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am.
Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Monday 13th June - Anthony of Padua, missionary and preacher
(d.1231)



Wednesday 15th June - Evelyn Underhill, spiritual writer (d.1941)
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