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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 12th December 2021                                                                                                    
Third Sunday Of Advent   

8.00am   Said Eucharist                                                                                                                    

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                                

10.30am    Midweek Eucharist every Wednesday  

 

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 
who I am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora Nation  
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings            Year C    Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist               for next Sunday 

Zephaniah 3.14-20                                The First Reading               Micah 5.2-5a                               

A Song of Isaiah           The Psalm                     Song of Mary                                                         

(APBA p.391)                                                                                         (APBA P.31)                                                

Philippians 4.4-7                                    The Epistle                          Hebrews  10.5-10                                      

Luke 3.7-18                                              The Gospel                         Luke 1.39-45 (46-55) 
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Welcome Back to St Paul’s! 
My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to   

worship again at St Paul’s after 

months of lockdown.  

The following services will be                            

offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral                        

 Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week 

Eucharist  

People are quite free to decide not 

to attend Church or any event if 

they do not feel comfortable doing 

so. All risk management                          

procedures will be scrupulously             

attended to including: 

• mandatory QR code sign in - 

 either with a smartphone or a 

 COVID- 19 card; 

• wear a face mask at all times; 

• sanitise your hands on entry; 

• observe the 1 person per two 

 square metre rule (except for 

 house hold groups) and sit in  

 alternate pews; 

 

 

The Greeting of Peace will continue 

as a reverent bow to those one is 

seated close to. Communion will be 

administered at the communion rail 

and directions will be provided in 

the order of service. 

Morning tea has now resumed and             

everyone will need to sign-in again 

using the Hall QR code and                    

observe all relevant hygiene                     

protocols and physical distancing 

requirements. 

As the situation changes with                  

reference to the government’s                  

directives, we will review matters  

at that point in time. 

I am truly grateful to all those who, 

over the past months, have helped 

us to remain connected to God and 

to each other through this pandem-

ic. Thank you for your loving                

Service of God and of God’s people 

at St Paul’s and beyond. 

The ministry team continues to 

work on the postponed                             

sesquicentenary celebrations and 

will communicate more about 

these, along with our Advent and 

Christmas services, in due course. 

 

 



6 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time. 

Peace,                                                                                                                              

James. 

Everyone is invited to join us at Communion 
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread 

and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive 

the wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like 

to guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands, 

while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really 

matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you 

not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving 

from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread 

only. Thank you.  

Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not 

receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread into the 

cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the                       

Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has             

already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best                  

intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in                  

contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands 

than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In                 

addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be               

consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually 

the Chalice Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine 

that has had multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if 

one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that 

taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion. 
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Polishing brass and Communion vessels, dusting, and cleaning 
We will have a busy bee at the Church on Saturday the 18th of                        

December at 10.00 a.m. 

Please come along and help to make St. Paul’s look beautiful for                    

Christmas.  

Please bring some rags and silvo and brasso. Thank you. 

Toys for Christmas Giving 

DV Kids 
Thank you to everyone who has already brought in the toys you have 

promised for the DV children. If you have not done so yet we would        

appreciate them as soon as convenient for you. You don’t need to wrap 

them. Many thanks for the love that you have shown for these children 

this Christmas. 

Toys for Pantry Kids  
Please continue to bring in toys for the children of our pantry people.  

Dinner Tickets 
If you have not already paid for the dinner it would really be appreciated 

if the tickets could be paid for before Christmas (which is the end of our 

financial year) 

Please see below St Paul’s Account Details: 

Account Name:                                                                                                                     

St Pauls Anglican Church Burwood                                                                                 

BSB #:                                                                                                                        

032062                                                                                                                          

Account #:                                                                                                                   

250028  

Many thanks                                                                                                          

Rosemary 

 



8 

Last week the Trading Table was 

busy. It was set up for the Communi-

ty Carols and despite th weather not 

being the best we managed to make 

$174 in the short time available. Last 

Sunday was also successful making 

$142.90. Please check out our 

Christmas wares. 

We look forward to serving you with 

our jams/chutneys (see below for 

the varieties),  plants etc.  

Tickets for the Christmas Raffle will 

also be available. $2 each or 3 for 

$5. Last Sunday tickets sales were 

$30, total now$44. Don’t forget to  

get your tickets to make it all                 

worthwhile. 

Butters                                                           

Lemon 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                       

Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw 

Chutney, Choko Chutney, Green 

Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple 

Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney,               

Green Tomato Chutney 

Jams                                                                        

Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam, Gold-

en Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Plum Jam, 

Crab Apple Jelly, Guava Jelly, Apple 

Jelly, Lilly Pilly Jelly, Apricot,  Straw-

berry Jam, Blueberry Jam, Choko & 

Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/

Sauce 

Marmalades                                               

Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon 

with Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime & 

Ginger, Cumquat, Cumquat Moroc-

can Style, Orange, Orange & Rum & 

Raisin, Orange & Rum, Orange & Co-

riander & Ginger, Orange & Lemon, 

Orange & Lemon with Ginger, Or-

ange & Passion fruit Jelly  Orange & 

Apricot,  Citrus (various combina-

tions of citrus fruit), Grapefruit, Chai 

Spice Grapefruit  

Spinach has finished for this year 

PLANTS                                                                

A selection of plants at reasonable 

prices  

Christmas Cards                                                                    

There are few St Paul’s cards left in 

packs of 5 for $3 or 10 for $5 

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 

each 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 

The Christmas raffle  
Tickets available for sale after the 

services and will be drawn after the 

carol service on the 19th                  

December. 

Trading Table  
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 For General & Offertory Donations                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican Church 

BSB:     032 062                                           
Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            
AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              
BSB:         032 062                                                 
Account #:       812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line and Sunday giving: $3,185.00                 

Parish Pantry: $240 

Donation to National trust Account:$10 

TOTAL OF GIVING:$3,435.00 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has              

benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have 

been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their 

death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by 

making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that 

generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well main-

tained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are 

invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I                 

bequeath the sum of $............                      

to the Rector and Wardens of the           

Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, 

to be used at their absolute discretion 

for the charitable purposes of the   

parish." 

 

 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - Nation-
al Trust Account 
If you would like to make a donation 

to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building 

it can be done through the  National 

Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)              

St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                           

Direct Credit to the above name with 

bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney 

NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or 

place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National 

Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to 

post it to. Thank you. 

Sesquicentenary Book Launch & Dinner and  Orchestral Mass & Festal Evensong  

The postponed Book launch and Dinner has been rescheduled for  Friday 25th of           

February 2022. There are a limited number of places still available. If you would 

like to attend please contact rosemary@stpaulsburwood.org.au                              

Sesquicentenary Orchestral Mass & Festal Evensong On Sunday 27 February 

2022, we will welcome The Right Rev. Donald Kirk, Bishop of Riverina, as our 

guest preacher to celebrate our sesquicentenary. An Orchestral Mass will be 

presented on this day at 10:00am replacing our regular morning services.                           

A Festal Evensong will also take place at 5:00pm.If you would like to contribute 

towards the cost of the orchestral players, please contact the Director of Music 

(music@stpaulsburwood.org.au) or one of the Wardens.  
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PARISH PANTRY  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Remember to include the receipts so we can claim back the money that you 

have spent.  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11,30am                       

The Pantry will close on Thursday 16th of December and will reopen on 

Tuesday 4th of January 2022.                   
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Where are They Now?  
The contributions from the Lunchtime Recitalists have been most inter-

esting and given us an insight into ‘playing alone’. We thank them very 

much for sharing their musical life whilst in lockdown. This final instal-

ment is written by our Senior Assistant Priest and Organist, Michael 

Deasey. 

Michael’s Performance dates: 

9 August 2016 with ‘cellist Nicholas McManus  

16 May 2017 with soprano Judith Rough and Contralto Nicole Smeulders 

15 August 2017 with trumpeter Dan Williams 

9 March 2021 solo performance 

Michael continues to be an ardent supporter of St Paul’s Burwood’s 

Lunchtime Recital Series. He is generous in every possible way, always 

willing to encourage and guide musicians in their musical endeavours. 

Perhaps this quote captures the essence of Michael: Music is the divine 

way to tell beautiful, poetic things to the heart. – Pablo Casals 

Sheryl Southwood OAM  David Russell 

Recital Convenor         Director of Music 

Michael Deasey – Organist  

I am honoured to be invited to be part of the         

series ‘Where are they now?’, which is a bit ironic 

since I am not hard to find.  

Although I will be a church organist as long as I 

am able, I honestly thought my days as a concert 

organist were over by 2019. With no further en-

gagements on the horizon after a 2018 Central 

West recital tour, I had eased up on practice,        

especially as eyesight problems (now surgically 

resolved) made reading difficult. Then came the 

first lockdown! 
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During my Kairos ministry experience at Bathurst Gaol years ago, we 

were told that the main difference between those inside and those             

outside was that although we make hundreds of choices a day, a                           

prisoner gets to make fewer than twenty-five. 

So, as a prisoner of lockdown I contemplated my limited choices. As a 

result, I decided to revive most of the major Bach organ works that I 

had neglected in recent years. With extra hours available for practice, 

I even learnt a new trio sonata. During my recital at St Paul’s Burwood 

in March of this year I managed to perform Bach’s monumental Fanta-

sia and Fugue in G minor without falling off the horse in the rather 

treacherous fugue. My last performance of this had been in Canada in 

2007.  

The Burwood recital was followed in late June by a recital on the new   

organ in Holy Trinity Dubbo where I played Bach’s very athletic,                            

geriatric-unsuitable Toccata in F which has two extended pedal solos 

in semi-quavers covering the whole pedalboard. It wasn’t till the          

program had gone to print that I was told the organ had a ‘straight’ 

pedalboard rather than ‘radiating’. This will mean little to non-

organists, but it did mean the task was doubly difficult, having to            

physically move up and down the bench, hanging on for dear life.  

During that weekend in Dubbo the second lockdown was announced, 

so a quick return to Sydney and back to more practice. The offers are 

not exactly pouring in, but I do have another recital to prepare for, this 

time in January on the historic Willis organ in St Barnabas Chapel,              

Norfolk Island.  It has a ‘straight’ pedalboard. Bach’s F major Toccata is 

not on the program! 

 

Michael Deasey OAM FRSCM 
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Prizes include a homemade  Christ-

mas Cake 

 Zephaniah 3.14-20; For the Psalm A Song of Isaiah; 

 Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18  

John the Baptist used harsh words of criticism and  

warning and it seemed to have caught the attention of 

those he was addressing. “Even tax collectors came to 

be baptised and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should 

we do?’” They knew that their corruption had been exposed and they were 

now at a point of decision making, to keep being corrupt or ‘repent’, i.e., 

change direction. I wonder what there is in our lives that needs to change                 

direction?  

 Give thanks for the unconditional love and forgiveness of God who does 

not hold our past sins against us. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the  

Philippines. 

Text: The Reverend Canon Matthew Jones Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans 

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021 

St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 

to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the             

    Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for   

    Mary Mother of our Lord 
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Recovering the art of gentleness - By Rev Dr. Michael Jensen 

This is an edited transcript of the 20th Annual Bruce Smith Lecture,              

an activity of Third Space. 

Do we really like gentleness? We say we do; but do we really? Coco     

Chanel is once supposed to have said: “Gentleness doesn’t get work 

done unless you happen to be a hen laying eggs.” It may be good to be 

gentle if you are going to be a nurse or a counsellor, but what about as a 

barrister or a business owner? Unpalatable though it seems, it’s tough-

ness that gets things done. It’s aggression that triumphs. 

Take the late Apple CEO, Steve Jobs. Jobs revolutionised the world of 

technology many times, driving innovations like the personal computer 

and the iPhone. His success and prodigious productivity ensured that 

Jobs would be the subject of business articles, biographies, and even 

movies for years to come. But Steve Jobs was widely known as a jerk. His 

colleagues and friends forgave him his temper and his lack of empathy 

because of his genius. One of them wrote: “Could Steve Jobs have been a 

‘nice guy’ and accomplished what he did? Almost certainly not, because 

then he wouldn’t have been Steve Jobs.” 

There was nothing gentle about Jobs. Must we then accept that a certain 

amount of ruthlessness is necessary to be an admirable and successful 

human being? The French philosopher Anne Dufourmantelle put the    

paradox of gentleness this way: 

Gentleness is troubling. We desire it, but it is inadmissible. When they are 

not despised, the gentle are persecuted or sanctified.  

We think that to be gentle is to be nice, but to be nice is to be insipid, 

and to be insipid is to be weak. It’s a forgettable virtue, and maybe even 

a bit dull. A gentle person may have qualities we can find a use for — 

their ability to listen, or their nurturing of others — but they can’t carry 

the team. For that we imagine that we need someone who is a little less 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  
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tolerant, a little less patient, a little less concerned about the feelings of 

others. We’d like to play for Ted Lasso, but we suspect that it is Alex                  

Ferguson who actually wins football games. 

Perhaps we are in two minds. Is gentleness even a virtue in the first 

place? The gentle may be sainted, but only in the sense that they are too 

other-worldly to be any earthly good. It is naïve to be gentle; and so, this 

saintliness is really at the expense of others who have to suffer the bru-

tality that the gentle don’t have the strength — or the will — to stand 

against. 

What’s more, if gentleness means weakness, we are certain that weak-

ness is not virtuous. A person may be nice, but that niceness may come 

from fear. And that fear may mean that they do not possess the fortitude 

to stand up for what’s right. 

For the German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, the problem with 

Christianity was that in praising virtues like gentleness, it was actually 

endorsing a form a self-hatred — what he called “this crushing of one’s 

self, this scorn of one’s own nature.” In Nietzsche’s reading of the Ser-

mon on the Mount, Christ had declared war on the passions and on the 

passionate nature of human beings. Jesus had declared “blessed are the 

meek” (the same Greek word, praus, is often translated “gentle”). This 

was utterly contemptible as far as Nietzsche is concerned. Wherever 

Christianity spread, so also extended the victory of the weak and low-

born. The human spirit ought to be allowed to exalt itself, for from its 

freedom comes forth its true greatness and nobility. 

Neither — and this would have been another of Nietzsche’s complaints 

— does gentleness apparently have any passion in it. Does the person 

who is gentle care about anything important? Where is their zeal for     

justice or for the truth? We admire righteous anger above all. What’s 

gentleness got to do with that? 

The twenty-first century has instead seen the continued rise of the pas-

sionately strong. We elect, and revere, and employ, leaders who can 

send strong and simple messages, even if it means that people are 
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crushed in their wake. In our anxie-

ty about the rapidly changing 

world, we haven’t got time for lead-

ers who are gentle. According to 

various academic management 

studies, we frequently promote    

narcissists and psychopaths. Time 

and time again, we forgive them 

their arrogance. We bracket out 

their abuses of their power, be-

cause we feel that we need that 

power to get things done, from Sili-

con Valley to the White House. 

Our need for gentleness 

But though we despise gentleness, 

we need it. Human beings are, in 

fact, very vulnerable creatures — as 

Shakespeare’s King Lear observes, 

“unaccommodated man is no more 

but such a poor, bare, forked ani-

mal.” We defend ourselves from na-

ture, from chance, and from each 

other by erecting city walls and by 

building civilisations. And yet, we 

cannot avoid recognising our frailty. 

Our frailty is not simply physical, 

though it is deeply physical. We 

may build an armour of muscle to 

display our invulnerability — or to 

convince ourselves of it — but a mi-

crobe or a gene can easily find a 

way to dissolve us. We are also psy-

chically, emotionally, and spiritually 

vulnerable creatures, prone to 

shame and guilt, unable to free our-

selves completely from habits that 

cause us to implode, or that erode 

our happiness. We do not find our-

selves to be masters of ourselves, 

doing even what we know we do 

not want to do. Who has not found 

themselves wondering why they, 

yet again, did what they, in fact, did? 

Despite our frailty, the sad truth is 

we often do not treat each other        

gently. Our cruelty to one another is 

commonplace. We could think of 

dramatic examples of sadistic be-

haviour, but human brutality can be 

boringly routine. You just have to 

think back to the school playground 

to recognise the sheer ordinariness 

of our meanness to one another. 

We are also extremely judgemental 

beings. We don’t like to admit that 

we are, and it’s one of the worst 

things you can say about anyone, 

that they are “judgemental”. But we 

love our self-righteousness. There’s 

no greater symbol of our age than a 

Twitter pile-on — when the mob 

has found someone who has offend-

ed or outraged in some way, and so 

they are fair game for abuse and in-

vective. You cannot reason with a 

crowd in high dudgeon. 
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If we need to be treated gently in our humanity, it follows that it is a 

good thing for us to practise gentleness with others. But to be gentle is 

not something that comes easily — especially in our ungentle times. 

The alarming incidence of domestic violence shows just how against 

the grain gentleness can be. Anger and violence can gain mastery of us 

and throttle any gentle in us. Some people seem to be naturally gentle 

of character. But it does not seem enough to have a human society with 

some gentleness. The human cost of a lack of gentleness is real: deeper 

divisions, more contempt, and more anxiety. 

And yet, just telling people to find a gentleness that they don’t have 

within them is a problematic strategy. If I am not gentle with others it is         

because I am afraid, and my fear comes from my expectation that I 

won’t be treated gently. At the core of so many acts of violence is deep 

fear. What will take the violent offender’s fear away? Hasn’t he learnt 

from childhood that the world it is a brutal world, and that you have to 

be brutal to survive? 

We need to be gentle. We need to be treated with gentleness. And yet, 

we are so often brutally ungentle. 

The gentle sword? 

But it may be that we aren’t quite clear as to what true gentleness is in 

the first place. Is there perhaps a version of gentleness that is more 

practical, and that we could more readily admire? 

There’s a moment in one of Jordan Peterson’s interviews in which he 

wrestles with Jesus’s famous saying from the Sermon on the Mount, the 

one that vexed Nietzsche: “blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 

the earth.” Peterson confesses to having found this saying deeply trou-

bling.  

How could it be right that the meek (or “the gentle”) — if we are to                    

understand the word as meaning “weak and passive” — could con-

quer? It is not only not true, he says, but it is also wrong. Instead, he 

says: 
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“Meek” is not a good translation, or the word has moved in the 300 years 

or so since it was translated. What it means is this: “Those who have 

swords, and know how to use them, but keep them sheathed, shall inherit 

the world” … [T]hat’s a big difference. 

Putting aside for now the question of whether Peterson has got Jesus 

right, you can feel his disdain at the thought that weakness — as op-

posed to reserved strength — ought to be celebrated. Peterson’s Jesus 

was commending his disciples to become something like skilled martial 

artists: training in the arts of combat with the intention of not fighting. 

The training, the equipping provides the person an aura of strength and 

even a faint menace. The weapon and the ability to use it is the bottom 

line, even if the gun remains holstered or the fists are never clenched. 

So, what exactly is the quality that we would describe as “gentleness”? 

Does true gentleness come from having power, but restraining it? Is it 

precisely the knowledge that the gentle person could have chosen to 

use their power that makes them virtuously gentle? There’s something 

that makes sense here, but something also troubling. It’s the restraint that 

makes gentleness attractive — the putting aside of other, perhaps more 

brutal or aggressive, options to pursue a more peaceable course. Gen-

tleness in this sense is virtuous because a deliberate withholding of 

power. 

This vision of gentleness can have an intense beauty and nobility to it. I 

remember being at a concert in the Sydney Opera House listening to the 

eighty-strong members of the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. That group 

of musicians can make a deafening sound when it wants to. It can un-

leash its timpani, and its brass, and produce a tsunami of sound. But 

when all that potential is restrained, so that every musician on stage is 

playing, but playing softly — to be in the presence of that music is the 

most arresting experience an audience can have. Eighty musicians mak-

ing a small sound together is truly intense. The sound is the aural equiva-

lent of a giant holding a butterfly. 

This is an aesthetic gentleness; but is the same true of ethical gentleness, 
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or gentleness as a way of relating to other human beings? The                   

complication here is that to achieve the Petersonian version of gentle-

ness you need to have power in the first place — which is morally neu-

tral when it is the power of tubas and cymbals, but not always so when it 

comes to human beings in relationship to others. The virtue of relational 

gentleness supposedly comes from the fact that you could be harsh 

with a person who has less power than you, but that you choose not to 

be. The gun is in its holster, but it is loaded. The biceps swell with evi-

dence of strength. You casually mention your black belt. 

Understood this way, as a restraint of power, gentleness may be prefera-

ble to being a bully, but can be another way of reminding the underling 

that they are very much an underling. However graciously intended, it 

upholds the existing hierarchy. This is why the word has acquired a con-

nection with nobility — a gentleman or gentlewoman is ennobled, a cut 

above, a class apart, from which they exercise their gentility as much as 

their gentleness. When I am strong but gentle, I display in an ironic way 

my strength. That’s impressive when we see it with the orchestra. But in 

other situations, it can be morally complicated. 

For example, we are often surprised when we meet someone famous or 

powerful with how normal they seem. We praise a celebrity for just hav-

ing the good manners not to be haughty. It’s amazing how they turned 

out to be a “really nice bloke”, as if this is actually praiseworthy in and 

of itself. But it’s because the dynamics of the hierarchy are being upheld 

by this form of gentleness. When the politician shakes a labourer’s hand 

and listens intently, or when the Hollywood star treats her staff with 

courtesy, this amazes us, and we praise them even more. It might be 

genuine humility; but it equally might be just condescension. 

Don’t get me wrong: it’s much better for the powerful to be gentle in 

their exercise of power, and gracious in their treatment of others. But 

this sort of action does not always involve risking that power. The act of 

gentleness is enabled by the security established by the person’s ac-

quisition of or possession of strength. It is safe to be gentle if you know 

— and everyone else knows — that you could get away with not being 
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gentle. The power is very much       

retained. The sword is sheathed,    

but it is held. It is not laid down. All 

of which can give a faint menace to 

an exercise of    gentleness. I won’t 

say it always has that menace, but 

never forget that the sheathed 

sword is still an instrument for kill-

ing. Its very existence shows that 

dismemberment has been consid-

ered. 

Must gentleness, though, always be-

long to the privileged, and be des-

pised among the weak? Must we 

prize gentleness in men, but not in 

women (for example)? In adults, but 

not in children? In the elite, but not 

in the lowborn? What if I have no 

strength to conceal — can I then be 

gentle? 

This reveals a problem if we define 

gentleness in terms of the restraint 

of power. True gentleness will cer-

tainly require the strong to withhold 

their power. But that is not gentle-

ness in and of itself. Gentleness is 

more properly seen by looking at 

the object than the subject. It’s 

about how another person is treat-

ed, whether we are stronger than 

them or weaker. When we treat 

someone gently, we do not seek to 

assert ourselves over them, to       

dominate, or to crush them.                 

To treat someone gently is to see 

their vulnerability and fragility and 

yet not to crush or break them. They 

may be physically, morally, emo-

tionally, or spiritually vulnerable to 

us at that moment. We give them 

what they may not deserve but, as a 

human being, certainly need. This 

will require different things from 

different people. 

Which is to say, gentleness is a form 

of love. 

Transcendent gentleness 

We’ll return to this idea later, but for 

now I want to point out something 

else that emerges from our discus-

sion of gentleness and power: 

there’s an element of risk with true 

gentleness. 

There’s a memorable scene in J.R.R. 

Tolkein’s Return of the King where 

Denethor addresses the noble        

Faramir: 

“Ever your desire is to appear         

lordly and generous as a king of 

old, gracious, gentle. That may well 

befit one of a high race, if he sits in 

power and peace. But in desperate 

hours gentleness may be repaid 

with death.” “So be it”, said Faramir. 
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That’s the risk: that gentleness may not be repaid in kind. We’ve already 

seen how gentleness may be despised. And an act of gentleness may be 

perceived as a moment of weakness, and seized upon by the ruthless. So 

why be gentle? 

For me to act gently I need some kind of assurance that the risk of gentle-

ness is worth it. Faramir’s “so be it” is an acknowledgement that gentle-

ness is the right way to be and act in the world, regardless of the circum-

stances that present themselves. We might say that he has a faith that it is 

so. He understands that it is right because of something that transcends 

him. There is a bigger truth that suggests to him that gentleness is in line 

with all that is. 

To be gentle is risky, so it requires a confidence — faith — in something 

greater. Something — or maybe someone — transcendent. That is to say, 

something infinitely powerful and infinitely good, and yet itself gentle. 

T.S. Eliot put it, with exquisite yearning: “The notion of some infinitely 

gentle / Infinitely suffering thing.” 

We could read our very existence as being evidence of a transcendent 

gentleness. As we gaze deep into the depths of space and look at light 

from stars that died millions of years ago, we are overwhelmed by our 

smallness and our brevity. And yet, the universe has been gentle with us, 

warming our planet just enough to give us life and gifting us with the un-

fathomable gifts of language and self-consciousness. We, poor vulnera-

ble creatures, can experience ecstasies of pleasure beyond merely the 

stimulus and response because we can name things, remember things, 

and anticipate things. And because we can share things. 

There’s cruelty and brutality in nature. There are fangs, and there are vi-

ruses, and there are fires that ravage the forests. But there’s a tenderness, 

too. The sheer power of nature has given us a miraculous equilibrium, the 

famous “Goldilocks” point, at which we find the environment to be just 

right. For all our anxiety and alarm about our existence, for all our doubts 

and dire predictions, to be human is to be (as far as we know!) uniquely 

graced of all creatures in the vastness of all things. 
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The mystical English poet William Blake depicted the cruelty of nature 

by means of the symbol of the Tiger in his poem The Tyger — 

Tyger Tyger, burning bright,                                                                                             

In the forests of the night;                                                                                              

What immortal hand or eye,                                                                                    

Could frame thy fearful symmetry? 

The tiger has a terrible beauty. The creation of this awesome beast leads 

Blake to wonder what mind could have conceived of it. But it is the same 

question he poses when meditating on the gentleness of the lamb: 

Little Lamb who made thee                                                                                        

Dost thou know who made thee                                                                               

Gave thee life & bid thee feed.                                                                                       

By the stream & o’er the mead … 

The tiger exists in the same world as the lamb. Nature is red in tooth and 

claw, but that is not the only thing we might say about it. It is not just red, 

but many colours; and those colours are found not just on the weaponry 

of teeth and claws but on bright wings and mottled hides. As Blake puts 

it, the one who made the tiger and the lamb “calls himself a Lamb”, for 

“he is meek & he is mild.” 

Though an unorthodox Christian, Blake read deeply in the Bible. One of 

his favourite books was the Book of Job — surely one of the most extraor-

dinary works of literature ever penned. Job says of the Lord God: 

He spreads out the northern skies over empty space;                                               

he suspends the earth over nothing.                                                                             

He wraps up the waters in his clouds,                                                                            

yet the clouds do not burst under their weight.                                                          

He covers the face of the full moon,                                                                        

spreading his clouds over it.                                                                                            

He marks out the horizon on the face of the waters                                                    

for a boundary between light and darkness.                                                                   

The pillars of the heavens quake,                                                                                

aghast at his rebuke.                                                                                                             

By his power he churned up the sea; 
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by his wisdom he cut Rahab to pieces.                                                                         

By his breath the skies became fair;                                                                              

his hand pierced the gliding serpent.                                                                        

And these are but the outer fringe of his works;                                                        

how faint the whisper we hear of him!                                                                      

Who then can understand the thunder of his power? 

It’s one of the profoundest mysteries of all. As Job peers into the vastness 

of our universe, can we even begin to imagine the power from which it 

all came? For Job, this is the being who lit the fires that burn the stars. 

This is the God from whom come the great forces of gravity and nuclear 

fission. The forces of nature, which we cannot control — tsunami, cy-

clone, earthquake, fire — are only glimpses of his sheer power. And here 

we might be frightened. Are we dealing with Blake’s Tyger, or the Lamb? 

But as Job discovers, this wild and untrammelled and mysterious power 

does not obliterate him, but rather restores him, and tends to him. 

The Prophet Isaiah also says: “A bruised reed he will not break, and a 

smouldering wick he will not snuff out.” He allows the reed that is half-

broken to mend itself. He does not weed it out but restores it. The flame 

struggles to take hold in the candle. But God does not extinguish it. He 

allows time for the fire to take hold, so that the candle comes back to life. 

As we stand naked before the raw power of the universe itself, is it too 

much to hope that at its heart is a profoundly loving gentleness? That 

gentleness itself runs with, and not against, the grain of the universe? 

From a Christian perspective, the gentleness of the Almighty God pro-

vides the assurance that gentleness is not weak or ineffective — that it is 

worth the risk. Turning to him, we may find the very gentleness that we 

need as vulnerable creatures; and the promise that gentleness is the fu-

ture, for the meek shall inherit the earth. 

A human gentleness 

It wasn’t until long after his death in 2003 that I became aware of Fred 

Rogers. Mister Rogers was the host of a much beloved, long-running tel-

evision program for pre-schoolers, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. He 
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was discovered by a new genera-

tion when Tom Hanks played him in 

a movie about his life. 

Rogers was an unlikely TV star. An 

ordained Presbyterian minister, he 

wore a tie and a cardigan and part-

ed his hair on the left, faintly resem-

bling an accountant or an office 

clerk. But he had a particular geni-

us for engaging children, but not 

just so as he could entertain them. 

He actually listened to them, con-

veying to them a powerful respect 

— the respect of an adult. 

One of the most celebrated stories 

about Mister Rogers concerns a 

boy who had cerebral palsy. The 

boy had been given a chance to 

meet his idol. When he did, at first 

he was overwhelmed. When he was 

finally ready to face Mister Rogers, 

Rogers said to the boy: “I would like 

you to do something for me. Would 

you do something for me?” The boy 

said yes. “I would like you to pray 

for me. Will you pray for me?” This 

was a boy who was forever being 

helped and prayed for. He was al-

ways the needy and powerless one. 

And yet this truly gentle man asked 

for his help. His prayers. 

 

 

Reading accounts of Mister Rogers’ 

life, you get the sense that this was 

not a clever trick, but absolutely 

genuine. When asked about the boy         

later, Rogers replied: “I didn’t ask 

him for his prayers for him; I asked 

for me. I asked him because I think 

that anyone who has gone through           

challenges like that must be very 

close to God. I asked him because I 

wanted his intercession.” 

Rogers was not cheesy or senti-

mental. He knew that life can be 

hard and that people can be mean. 

He was brave enough to speak to 

children about death, racism, and 

divorce. He really understood — 

and exemplified — what gentleness 

is, though he more often used the 

word “kindness”. He once wrote: 

Most of us, I believe, admire 

strength. It’s something we tend to 

respect in others, desire for our-

selves, and wish for our children. 

Sometimes, though, I wonder if we 

confuse strength and other words-

like aggression and even violence. 

Real strength is neither male nor  

female; but is, quite simply, one of 

the finest character 
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This strength is not the opposite of gentleness, but is found within in it. In 

Rogers, this strength came out in his intention to be calm and humble in 

the face of the distress and anxiety of others. 

Not surprisingly, Fred Rogers was a man who tried to live by the Sermon 

on the Mount; and who tried to live by imitating the one who composed it. 

The accounts of the gospels depict Jesus of Nazareth as a picture of gen-

tle strength, of humble power. These are his famous words from Matthew’s 

gospel: 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and hum-

ble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light. 

This is a different model of leadership. Jesus is no Steve Jobs, but one in 

whom you might find rest for your soul. He is “gentle and humble in 

heart”, which makes his yoke light. But notice that this mild Jesus is nei-

ther weak, nor without passion. He cares for holiness so much that he 

overturns the tables in the temple. He has an inner resolve. Toughness 

and controlled anger in a just cause are not the opposite of gentleness, in 

him. The point of his gentleness is not to remind us of the sheathed sword 

menacingly hovering over us, but to show that he has come bearing news 

of peace. 

And passion? It is that very word that we use to describe Jesus’s journey 

to the cross. The “passion” of Jesus was his suffering and death. We don’t 

use the word here in quite the same sense as Nietzsche used it. But Jesus’s 

life was not one of puritanical renunciation of all the good things of life in 

favour of a dry spiritual alternative. Jesus, we are told, was filled with 

compassion, in the most visceral way. He anguished, and grieved, and 

loved. He was not driven to the cross by a stern hatred of human life, but 

for genuine love of it. His death was not a passive and pious failure to 

give a toss. His gentleness was born of precisely the opposite. It was the 

love of human beings that made him gentle because it was gentleness 

that we needed. 
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And that observation remakes our understanding of gentleness; because 

the focus is not so much on the virtue of the person who is being gentle 

— and whether they are withholding strength and how much. The point is 

rather that gentleness is virtuous because it recognises, and addresses 

with care, the vulnerability of other person. Christ shows us how gentle-

ness is essentially a form of love. With Jordan Peterson, you feel as if he is 

advocating praus as a sort of ironic display of strength. For him, the gen-

tle will inherit the earth because they carry loaded weapons. With Jesus, 

everything is shaped by the object of his gentleness. Even his great dis-

plays of strength are formed by his compassion at the plight of those he 

meets — the fear of his disciples amid the storm, the hunger of the great 

crowd, the torment of the blind and the lame. Even his acts of power are 

framed to gentle ends, since they are moulded from love. 

In particular, Christ’s gentleness is expressed in forgiveness — drama-

tised, as the gospels tell the story, in his death. The burden that he carries 

for us is not just our anxiety and trouble: it is our wrongdoing. For-

giveness is a sublime form of gentleness. There is nothing insipid about 

forgiveness. It has the strength of bearing with the wrongs of another — 

of taking upon oneself the cost incurred by another. Morally speaking, 

being wronged gives us the right to exact retribution. But to forgive is to 

forgo this right. As Portia says in The Merchant of Venice — 

The quality of mercy is not strained.                                                                                                                                                                                 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven. 

Cultivating gentleness 

Thus far I’ve argued that, despite our ambivalent feelings about gentle-

ness, gentleness is something we need as vulnerable beings; that gentle-

ness is a form of love that recognises the vulnerability in others and al-

lows for it rather than exploits it; and that gentleness requires, but is not 

defined by, the strong withholding their strength. My claim is that gentle-

ness is risky, and so we need the assurance — or rather, the faith — that it 

has some transcendent basis, that it is more than simply a calculated 

strategy for success but fundamentally right. And I’ve shown how, in bib-

lical faith, the divine being himself constrains his power within his gentle 
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love, inviting undeserving human beings to share his divine life, and 

providing the assurance for them that gentleness is a virtue ultimately in 

tune with existence itself. The meek/gentle will inherit the earth, and so 

they are blessed. 

It’s true that gentleness will work as a strategy for success, in business, in 

sport, and in relationships. Increasingly, management and leadership lit-

erature is challenging the belief that gentleness is ineffective. But we do 

need to avoid the sheer pragmatism of the age, which calculates every-

thing by league tables and balance sheets. Gentleness is not right be-

cause it works. It works because it is right: and so it challenges us to re-

consider the very nature of success itself. 

If we are assured about the risk of gentleness, how can we perfect the art 

gentleness in age of outrage? I have four strategies to suggest. 

First: focus on what the other person needs. The truly gentle person finds 

their gentleness emerging from seeing the vulnerability of the other per-

son. One fundamental principle of the Bible’s view of humankind — one 

that is I think confirmed by empirical evidence — is that we are all frail, 

and in dire need of gentleness. The point is that in our relationships, in 

business or anywhere else, when we understand the vulnerability and 

neediness of the other person, we will treat them with gentleness, even 

perhaps when we are saying a firm and necessary “no” to them. 

It would be possible for the teacher to discipline the rude and out-of-

control student with gentleness without a raised voice or without undue 

harshness, for example, and with a realisation that the student has a diffi-

cult home life and is hungry for any kind of attention. I can imagine a 

magistrate likewise delivering a sentence to a convicted criminal in such 

a way as the criminal is upheld in their dignity as a human being. 

Second: allow for healing and for second chances. Treat the weak and the 

broken with soft hands. It is so easy to crush another person — perhaps 

easier than we imagine. Those we meet may be deeply damaged, and 

may operate from their hurt. To be treated with gentleness when all you 

have met in life is fierce, crushing aggression is transformative. This is es-

pecially true with that form of loving gentleness known as forgiveness. 
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But we don’t always see the wounds 

that others bear. So preoccupied are 

we with our own shames and hurts 

that we can’t always see that in an-

other. It’s also difficult to see clearly 

through the fog of our own feelings 

of offence. 

Third: even when creating a strong 

boundary, do so without cruelty or 

shaming the other. If being the pas-

tor of a church has taught me any-

thing, it is that human communities 

need clear boundaries to be safe 

places for the vulnerable. Some-

times, we have to treat someone 

with strictness in order to treat an-

other with gentleness. To treat 

someone firmly but gently gives 

them every chance to engage with 

you because it makes clear that 

there is no threat to them if they do. 

Fourth: respond to anger with gen-

tleness. The Bible advises us to use 

gentleness when we deal with com-

plex human relationships. Proverbs 

also tells us that “a gentle answer 

turns away anger.” The response of 

escalation when someone else is 

angry almost never works. Outrage 

begets more outrage. It may be ba-

nal to say so; but if that’s the case, 

why do we keep on doing it that 

way? The anger of another person 

can be very frightening. Indeed, it is 

often intended to be. But the peace 

and restraint shown by the gentle 

answer exposes anger. In its very 

tone, it is a speaking of truth to 

rage. 

Certainly, to be gentle is not to hold 

off on the truth. It is not gentle to 

speak mealy-mouthed and dishon-

est words that turn out to be a trap. 

But to speak the truth does not 

mean being harshly direct. We can 

speak truth, but not from a position 

of superiority. 

In our dog-eat-dog world, then, per-

haps it is not true that our only 

choice is to be one of the dogs. 

Gentleness is a courageous and 

strong form of love that we, as vul-

nerable human beings, need from 

others — but are so often afraid to 

give. Can we afford to risk being 

gentle? We can, if we have the as-

surance that gentleness wins in the 

end, even as it may change what we 

think “winning” means. As Chris-

tians see it, that assurance stems 

from the divine gentleness, ex-

pressed in the words of Jesus: 

“Come to me, all you who are weary 

and burdened, and I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke upon you and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.” 
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Foodbank use remains higher than pre-pandemic levels, Trussell warns                                     
- By Hattie Williams 
THE need for foodbanks in the UK remains well above pre-pandemic lev-

els, the Trussell Trust has warned. The charity reported this week that 

more than 5100 emergency food parcels a day were given out during the 

six months to September — an 11-per-cent increase on same period in 

2019. 

The latest figures, released on Tuesday, suggest that families with chil-

dren have been the worst affected. In the six months from April 2021, 

935,749 parcels were handed out. Of these, 356,570 were given for chil-

dren, an average of 2000 parcels a day, compared with almost 1700 in 

2019. 

Parcels were distributed by 1468 centres operating in 292 local authori-

ties across the UK. 

In the year to March 2021, at the height of Covid restrictions, the charity 

reported that its foodbanks had given out more than 2.5 million emer-

gency parcels, 980,000 of them for children — 128 per cent higher than 

five years ago (News, 23 April). While the figures from this year are lower 

on average than during that time, they remain higher than in 2019, and 74 

per cent higher than the same period in 2016. 

Winter is the busiest time of the year for the Trussell Trust, especially 

around Christmas. Its network of foodbanks expect to hand out more than 

7000 food parcels each day in December. The Universal Credit cut earli-

er this year (News, 10 September), rising fuel costs, and inflation exacer-

bates the situation, forcing parents to skip meals to pay for food for their 

children or heat the home, the charity reports. 

Its chief executive, Emma Revie, urged the Government to strengthen the 

social-security system, and called for public donations. “Everyone in the 

UK should be able to afford the essentials — to buy their own food and 

heat their homes. Yet food banks in our network continue to see more and 

more people facing destitution, with an increase in food parcels going to 

children. This is not right.” 
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COP26: Sharma apologises to COP delegates for downbeat ending to climate 
summit - By Joe Ware 
THE Glasgow climate summit ended on Saturday evening with the COP 

president, Alok Sharma, holding back tears as the intense two weeks of 

negotiations resulted in a new global agreement. 

For the first time, a COP decision explicitly outlined the phasing down of 

coal and the ending of fossil-fuel subsidies. Developing countries and 

campaigners were unhappy, however, at the watering down of the final 

agreement, and at the lack of financial and other support pledged by 

rich countries to help those on the front line of the crisis. 

The world is already experiencing 1.1ºC of global heating above                  

pre-industrial levels, and the 2015 Paris Agreement set out the goal of 

limiting this to 1.5ºC, a level which, scientists have warned, will still 

cause much suffering to some of the poorest and most vulnerable               

people in the world. 

Before this COP, current policies meant the world was heading for global 

heating of 2.7ºC by the end of the century. This has been now been                 

lowered to 2.4ºC, according to the latest projections from researchers at 

Climate Action Tracker. It is hoped that greater progress will be made 

over the next 12 months before COP27, which is to be held in Egypt. 

Dr Ruth Valerio, director of advocacy and influencing at Tearfund, said: 

“Despite some steps forward, the world is on track for 2.4ºC of global 

heating — subjecting millions more people to extreme heat and                    

dangerous weather. The climate crisis is here, and people are already 

suffering. 

“COP26 failed to deliver on long overdue promises, or heed the loud 

cries of climate-vulnerable nations for any support in the face of                      

increasing climate disasters. Whilst the pledges made at this summit 

have put some hope for a future below 2ºC on the table, right now these 

are just words. 
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“We urgently need richer nations to turn this into reality, coming back in 

2022 with 1.5ºC-aligned climate commitments, consigning all dirty fossil 

fuels to the history books, and finally stumping up the long overdue 

$100 billion a year to help vulnerable countries adjust to a more                     

unpredictable and dangerous future.” 

Amanda Mukwashi, CEO of Christian Aid, said that the summit had 

shown that the movement calling for climate justice was only growing 

stronger. “Throughout COP26, people of faith have united with activists 

from the Global South, feminists, youth, and indigenous people to                      

demand climate justice. Our movement has never been stronger, and 

this must be the legacy from Glasgow to keep hope alive.” 

The gavel came down on the Glasgow Climate Pact on Saturday evening, 

24 hours after the summit was supposed to have concluded. In recent 

years, the talks have regularly exceeded the time limit (the last meeting 

to finish on schedule was COP12 in Nairobi in 2006). 

The last-minute wrangling saw India, supported by China, demanding 

that the final wording be changed from committing to “phase out” coal 

power to “phase down”. This late change meant that India was seen as 

the villain of the meeting, undermining the goodwill generated by its an-

nouncement in the first week when it pledged to reach net zero by 2070 

and generate 500GW of non-fossil-fuel electricity by 2030. 

The watering down of the language on coal led Mr Sharma to say he was 

“deeply sorry. . . May I just say to all delegates I apologise for the way 

this process has unfolded. I also understand the deep disappointment 

but I think, as you have noted, it’s also vital that we protect this package.” 

The UN secretary-general, António Guterres, said that the world needed 

to go “into emergency mode”, to end fossil-fuel subsidies, phase out 

coal, put a price on carbon, protect vulnerable communities, and deliver 

the still overdue $100 billion climate-finance commitment. 

“We did not achieve these goals at this conference. But we have some 

building blocks for progress.” To young people and indigenous                     

communities he said: “I know you are disappointed. But the path of     
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progress is not always a straight line. Sometimes there are detours.  

Sometimes there are ditches. But I know we can get there. We are in the 

fight of our lives, and this fight must be won. Never give up. Never re-

treat. Keep pushing forward.” 

It is hoped that the next meeting, held on African soil, may better reflect 

the needs of those facing the impacts of climate change. Joab Okanda, 

Christian Aid’s Africa senior policy advisor, from Kenya, said: “All eyes 

now turn to COP27 in Africa, which needs to do much more to put the   

priorities of the global south above those of the rich world and                            

corporate profits. Hopefully, a COP led by an African nation can better 

prioritise the needs of those who live and experience the devastating 

impacts of the climate crisis every day.” 

In London on Saturday, four Christians were arrested for blocking a road 

in front of the Lord Mayor’s Show, and pouring fake oil over themselves 

in front of St Paul’s Cathedral. The members of Christian Climate Action 

were protesting at the annual cultural event put on by London’s financial 

district and against the Church of England for not disinvesting from                      

fossil fuels. 

An Anglican, Ben Buse, was one of those arrested. He said he objected 

that the Church of England and the City of London prioritised profit from 

fossil fuels over the future of children. “Church, city, and state are                      

ensnared in fossil fuels. We need to break free. The Church needs to be 

prophetic in speaking truth to city and state, in divesting from fossil 

fuels, and removing the legitimacy it blesses the industry with. If we are                 

serious about safeguarding biodiversity, future generations and the 

countries most affected there can be no fossil fuel developments.” 

Also on Saturday, the diocese of Durham heeded the call from                         

campaigners and announced it will not invest in companies making                  

significant revenues from fossil fuels. The motion was passed                        

unanimously by the diocesan synod. James Morgan, the diocesan                 

secretary, said: “As we have heard from COP26, we are facing a climate 

emergency, and it’s up to all of us to do what we can to protect this planet 

for future generations. Where we invest funds as a diocese, we will be 
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making sure they are not invested in companies profiting significantly 

from the extraction of fossil fuels, whether it be oil, gas, or coal.” 

James Buchanan, Bright Now campaign manager for Operation Noah,            

described the move as “wonderful news” and hoped that it would give a 

lead to many other C of E dioceses. 

No Wednesday mid-week Communion between Christmas and                         
February 
There will be no mid-week Eucharist after Christmas and  

throughout the month of January.                                                                                             

Midweek Communion is cancelled as of Wednesday 29th 

of December 2021 and will resume on Wednesday 2nd of February 2022. 

 

 

St Paul’s Stained Glass         

Windows and Kerin’s       

stories from the newsletter 

 

Available for $35 at the        

Carols Service 5pm           

Sunday, 19th December                         

or 

email Kerin:                              

kerinabrown@gmail.com 
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Archbishops challenge new Synod to be humble and bold 

- By PAT ASHWORTH 
‘We want the Church to grow, and even if it doesn’t, then let it be a grand 

operatic death’ 

THE Church of England had gone through the greatest peacetime         

challenge in 400 years and emerged “forging ahead”, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury told the General Synod in a joint presidential address with 

the Archbishop of York. 

But both men also acknowledged the Church’s failings, and its humbling 

over issues such as safeguarding and racism. 

The institution was currently in a wave of change, Archbishop Welby 

said, something it had experienced ever since the Norman Conquest. 

With each wave came “a fear that we would lose the tradition”. 

But change was not abandonment. The reality was that “a huge amount 

of work is being done at every point of this extraordinary Church for 

England, of which we are a part. People talk too easily of decline, but 

miss the energy that is spurring us on.” 

Discernment and obedience, the Archbishop said, required decision 

and action, and needed vision and strategy. “So internally, the Church of 

England seeks to have a clear sense of what it is and where it is going.” 

The way in which dioceses worked together and shared resources was 

being challenged “and will change — slowly and gently and consensu-

ally”. 

He acknowledged that safeguarding, racism, and “how we treat those 

with disabilities or anyone we see as ‘other’” were being tackled — “not 

nearly as well or as quickly as we all want, but we know that we go 

wrong and we seek to do better. There is a self-awareness that is real in 

this Church. We are a Church that can admit it is wrong, say sorry, and 

try — at least try — to do better.” 
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The Church was planting churches in new places, “casting the net in un-

likely places and ways, perhaps as many as 10,000 new congregations in 

the next ten years. And essentially, because it is a foundation of this 

Church of and for England, it is putting fresh resources into traditional 

parishes.” 

Archbishop Welby made reference to the renewal of chaplaincy minis-

try, the inclusion of the laity, and challenging clericalism. With Living in 

Love and Faith (LLF), the Church of England had done “the most theolog-

ically sophisticated work on human sexuality and identity of any global 

Church”. It sought “to model disagreeing well, for we are all different 

and disagreeing is human, but seeking to destroy and reject each other 

and exclude each other is less than human.” 

He praised clergy and laity at the local level for their continuing 

“extraordinary” work through the crisis. “The Christ-centred steady, re-

lentless, but wonderful work in parish and chaplaincy has just gone on 

week in and week out. The challenge for this Synod is to support and se-

cure that ministry.” 

Speaking next, the Archbishop of York, the Most Revd Stephen Cottrell, 

insisted: “Synod means walking and working together on the way. The 

harvest is rich but the labourers aren’t few. We have a lot of labourers in 

the Church of England. The trouble is that the labourers are in the barn 

arguing what colour to paint the combine harvester. Like two bald men 

fighting over a comb. 

“We are here because of our baptism to face the challenges of the world 

and then discern how best to steer and steward the Church of England. 

We are here to find a way.” 

Archbishop Cottrell acknowledged that the Church was walking into the 

uncharted territory of living with Covid-19; the climate crisis; rapidly 

changing cultures; and the challenges of continuing numerical decline. 

“Our job together is to draw the map, to work out what it means to be 

the Church of England in and for this day and in this age.” 
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In what he referred to as “the darkest days of last year’s lockdowns”, the 

Church had felt God calling it afresh to be Christ-centred and Christ-

shaped — “something so beautiful and so profound that we will spend 

the rest of our lives learning what it means to know and follow Jesus 

Christ.” 

If attention was not paid to proclaiming and teaching the gospel, “not 

much else is going to happen,” the Archbishop said. He repeated the 

“heart cry” of the Church at this time: “to be simpler, humbler, and       

bolder in our walking with Christ”. 

Being humble had also meant being humbled, he said, with reference to 

looking at the “dark and terrible things about our history. And IICSA, 

and the report From Lament into Action, to name only two, have revealed 

our failing.” With the LLF process and working on issues to do with disa-

bility and inclusion, “We have a bold aspiration and it is to be a younger 

and more diverse Church.” 

The vision and strategy process that he chaired was “not about                 

managing decline gracefully”, he said. In an evident departure from the 

text, he proclaimed: “We want the Church of England to grow, and even      

if it doesn’t, then let our death be a grand operatic death. Let it be             

fantastic, and let’s not crawl into a corner. Synod, let’s put this simple and 

joyful focus on Christ at the centre of all our discussions, especially from 

time to time when we do see things differently.” 

He addressed directly those Synod members elected on a “Save the    

parish” ticket. “I am with you and I, too, want to save the parish. As far as 

I’m concerned, you are not the loyal opposition waiting for your turn in 

government.” 

The test of the work that the Synod had signed up for would be bigger 

than the survival of the institution or the parish, he concluded. And he in-

vited members to consider how their time in office would be viewed. 

“How did you, in this quinquennium and the latest manifestation of this 

General Synod, serve the poor, bind up the wounded, bring home the 

excluded, renew the Earth? 
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“Did you spend every penny you received and use your gifts and time 

wisely in the service of the gospel, for the building of the Kingdom and 

so the Christ may be made known?” 

Archbishops challenge new Synod to be humble and bold 

By TIM WYATT 
THE newly elected General Synod has been inaugurated by Prince Ed-

ward at Church House, Westminster, after he joined the members for a 

choral eucharist in Westminster Abbey on Tuesday morning. 

Prince Edward was standing in for the Queen, who decided last week, on 

doctor’s advice, not to attend the service and opening session of the Syn-

od for the first time since she inaugurated the first General Synod in 1970 

(News, 19 November). 

Music included Stanford in B flat, Mozart’s Ave Verum, and the hymns 

“Come down, O love divine”, “Alleluia, sing to Jesus”, and “Lord, for the 

years”. 

The Coptic Archbishop Angaelos of London preached on the Gospel, 

from St Luke, urging the congregation to echo the example of Jesus when 

he called down Zacchaeus from his sycamore tree. 

“We are sometimes so focused on where we are going, on our own agen-

da, on an item of business, we don’t notice those around us,” he said. 

“This is different to the cancel culture we live in, reinforced by the online 

social- media echo chambers we form for ourselves. We ‘other’ people; 

but those ‘others’ are like us. Let’s not miss opportunities to see who Zac-

chaeus is along our journey.” 

Afterwards, the Synod gathered in the chamber of Church House, where 

the Archbishop of Canterbury welcomed the Prince. He noted that the 

start of the new quinquenium had been a year late, owing to the pandem-

ic, but, as the Queen had said during her national television address 

broadcast last year (News, 9 April 2020), he had always known: “We will 

meet again.” 
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Despite the trials and separations     

of national lockdowns, the Church 

of England had managed to build 

new forms of community, Archbish-

op Welby said. There had also been 

a new sense of duty towards one 

another. Climate change was the 

leading example of this interde-

pendence; another, which, the     

Archbishop said, he had discussed 

during his recent meeting with 

Pope Francis, was synodality. 

“I cherish this part of the Church — 

not always easily, but deeply and 

genuinely.” 

Pope Francis, he said, had also spo-

ken of the importance of “walking 

together” to be a Synod, which was 

what the Church of England did 

best — “walking together with 

those we disagree with, to cherish 

the weak and help the strong to 

serve rather than dominate”. 

Archbishop Welby continued:    

“The path ahead of us is not always 

smooth and many of us have felt the 

bumps very strongly indeed.” The 

Church and its Synod were called 

to build friendships around the 

world, not least at the Lambeth 

Conference and in the related con-

versations between members of the 

Anglican Communion which had al-

ready begun online. 

“We know there are difficult deci-

sions to be made and hard                        

conversations to be had,” he said. 

These include his discussions with 

the Anglican Church in Ghana re-

garding its support for an anti-LGBT 

Bill (News, 12 November). 

“Today I encourage us all to follow 

Her Majesty’s example — she has at 

every point treated many of the mil-

lions of people she has met with un-

failing courtesy, respect, and kind-

ness. I am humbled beyond words, 

as every person in this country is, 

by Her Majesty’s example of such 

selfless service.” 

The Archbishop concluded by ask-

ing Prince Edward to relay to the 

Queen that the Synod drew great 

comfort from her prayers for them, 

and that its members were praying 

for her and her family. 

Prince Edward, responding, said 

that the Queen had sent her 

“sincere and deep apologies” that 

she could not be with the Synod. He 

went on to deliver her address to 

members, in which she said that, of 

all the tasks before the new Synod, 

“One stands out supreme: ‘to bring 

the people of this country to the 

knowledge and the love of God.’” 
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She continued: “Of course, in our 

richly diverse modern society, the 

well-being of the nation depends 

on the contribution of people of all 

faiths, and of none. But for people of 

faith, the last few years have been 

particularly hard, with unprece-

dented restrictions in accessing the 

comfort and reassurance of public 

worship. For many, it has been a 

time of anxiety, of grief, and of wea-

riness. 

“Yet the gospel has brought hope, 

as it has done throughout the ages; 

and the Church has adapted and 

continued its ministry, often in new 

ways — such as digital forms of 

worship.” 

This Synod, like many before it, had 

“inherited weighty responsibili-

ties”, and disagreement was inevi-

table, she said. “In some areas, 

there will, of course, be differing 

views, and my hope is that you will 

be strengthened with the certainty 

of the love of God, as you work to-

gether and draw on the Church’s 

tradition of unity in fellowship for 

the tasks ahead.” 

The Queen ended by assuring 

members of her prayers for their 

deliberations. 

 

On behalf of the newly inaugurated 

Synod, the Archbishop of York 

thanked Prince Edward for convey-

ing the Queen’s “warm words of en-

couragement”. The Church had big 

aspirations for mission and service, 

but it must first become simpler, 

bolder and humbler, Archbishop 

Cottrell said, quoting the Church’s 

Vision and Strategy document. 

“As a Church, we mustn’t complain 

about the weather, saying things are 

against us in our culture. Rather, we 

need to find the right clothes, the 

right ways of reaching and serving 

people in the many ways they live,” 

he said. 

Work to ensure that the Church was 

carbon-net-zero by 2030 was accel-

erating, and the Living in Love and 

Faith project was continuing, he 

said. Meanwhile, the Synod would 

also be attending to governance 

and safeguarding, ensuring “just 

and compassionate care for survi-

vors” in its response to the IICSA 

recommendations. Clergy conduct 

would also be examined, as would 

issues of importance in national life, 

“always placing before us the           

example of Jesus, the good               

shepherd”. 
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[CELEBRANT] Lord, as we wait with joy 
for your coming, we bring our prayers 
to you, confident in your love for us.  

God of grace, make our churches 

places of justice, peace and joy, both 

here and throughout the Anglican 

Communion. Uphold the people and 

clergy of the Anglican Church of 

Canada and make their ministry 

fruitful. Give wisdom, compassion 

and faithfulness to Justin of 

Canterbury, Geoffrey our Primate, 

Kanishka our Archbishop, Michael 

our bishop, Fr James and our parish 

ministry team. Bless all Christians on 

their pilgrim walk and, as you sent 

John the Baptist to prepare the way of 

the Lord, help us to listen to the 

present day voices that seek to bring 

us closer to you, to increase our 

understanding, to challenge our 

misbeliefs and to bring about a more 

just world.  

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

God of grace, creator of all, may your 

peace and justice flow among the 

nations. Open the hearts and minds 

of the leaders of the nations to your 

spirit of wisdom and mercy. Where 

your creation is being destroyed 

because of poverty, ignorance or 

greed, bring them the determination 

to bring about positive change. 

Where there is conflict and unrest 

open their eyes to the suffering of 

their peoples and bring peace to all. 

Temper the pain of the injured, those 

who have lost loved ones and those 

who have had to flee conflict.  

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

God of grace, we are all so conscious 

of one another’s failings. But we ask 

you, who is able to open our eyes to 

our own failings, to help us make 

fresh beginnings in our relationships 

during these days of Advent. 

Knowing that we need to forgive our 

neighbours for their offences, real or 

imagined, if we are to hope that they 

might in turn forgive us, we ask you 

to bless us with understanding of 

others and with forbearance. At this 

time of preparation for the birth of 

your son, give us the strength and 

imagination to look for the divine in 

each other, knowing that we are 

members one of another. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

God of grace, we ask for your help 

for those who are in physical or 

spiritual need at this time. For the 

lonely, the outcast, those who mourn 

and those who are ill. We ask that you 

will rest your loving, healing hand 

upon them and restore them in body, 

mind and spirit. We particularly pray 

for those who have no one to pray for 

INTERCESSIONS  
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them, those who think they are not 

worthy of your blessing and those on 

our parish prayer list: Graham 

Anderson; Joyce Bannister; Barry 

Brandy; John Burns; June Cameron; 

Darren; Roger Davidson; Paul 

Goodchild; Malcolm Green; Greg; 

Enid Kell; Norma Kneipp; Lily;                       

Fr Shenouda Mansour; Grace                       

Mao-Jing; Lola Marr; David Morgan; 

Graham Norman; Alister Palmer; Sally 

Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; 

Margaret Stephenson; Daphne Storey; 

Jean Storey; Bob Woods and others 

known to us. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

God of grace, we rejoice in the lives of 

those who have gone before us, 

particularly those who gave us love 

and encouragement during their lives. 

We give thanks for the life of Noelene 

Humphries. Rest eternal grant unto 

her O Lord and let light perpetual 

shine upon her. We continue to give 

thanks for the life of Ernie Whittaker 

and others who have their year’s mind 

around this time: John Green; John St 

George; Phyllis Lockwood; Alison 

Powell; Joan Coucher; Yvonne Prince 

and Colin Frakes. According to your 

promises, grant us with them, John the 

Baptist and all the saints a share in 

your eternal kingdom. 

[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have 
promised to hear our prayers.                                                                

Grant that what we have asked in faith 
we may by your grace receive, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Week Ahead... 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 13th December - Lucy, Martyr and Virgin   

 Tuesday 14th December - John of the Cross, mystic and teacher (d.1591) 

AN ADVENT MESSAGE FROM                

FR JAMES 

I pray that, at this Advent-tide and 

through the coming year, you will 

experience the love of Jesus Christ, 

the One who comes to us in such hu-

mility, and that the tenderness and 

gentleness of Mary, Jesus' Mother, 

will fill your life, and that you 

will know the peace of God, Jesus' 

Father and our Heavenly Father, and 

that God's peace will strengthen and 

sustain you both now and forever 

more. Amen. 

With my love and very best wishes.                                                                                           

Peace,                                                                                                                       

James. 



44 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins OAM 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.org.au 

         Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                      Lay Minister  Ms Rosemary King 

              Director of Music  Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

  Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                   Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                 Office Secretary  Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  0ffice@stpaulsburwood.org.au 

 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

