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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 12th February 2023  

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  

8.00am     Said Eucharist                                                                                                                          

9.30am    Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                      

10.30am      Midweek Eucharist every Wednesday                                                                         

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
Please do not take photos 

inside the church or dur-

ing the services of wor-

ship without permission.  

Photos  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings           Year A   Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist             for next Sunday 

Deuteronomy 10.12-22                   The First Reading        Leviticus 19.1-2,9-18                      

Ps 119.1-8         The Psalm     Ps 119.33-40                                                                                                                  

1 Corinthians 3.1-9    The Epistle                     1 Corinthians 3.10-17                

Matthew 5.21-37                               The Gospel                     Matthew 5.38-48 
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Everyone is invited to join us  

at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how               

Anglicans prefer to receive the bread 

and wine at Holy Communion; some 

stand, others kneel, most receive the 

wafer in the hand, a few wish to have 

it put on the tongue. Most like to 

guide the Chalice to their lips, others 

like to take it into their hands, while 

others prefer not to touch it at all. 

None of these variations really matter 

but simply reflect Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of concern 

for other worshippers, we ask you not 

to dip your bread into the wine. If you 

are uncomfortable receiving from the 

Common Cup the practice in our                 

Parish is to receive the bread  only.  

Judging by the number of people who 

do it, many must imagine that not         

receiving the Chalice to the lips but 

dipping the wafer or bread into the 

cup (called intinction) is a more                  

hygienic way of receiving the                           

Sacrament. Nothing could be further 

from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the 

wine they are dipping into has                

already been in contact with the lips 

of others, with all the best                        

intentions in the world, the fingers of 

those who dip often come in                    

contact with the wine. Disease can 

spread more easily through the hands 

than through the lips, making this 

method the most  unhygienic.  In                  

addition, the Prayer Book directs that 

all consecrated wine must be               

consumed before it leaves the 

Church, meaning that someone,                

usually the Chalice Assistant or the 

Celebrant, has to drink the left-over 

wine that has had multiple contacts 

with hands.  

In order to protect others it is perhaps 

understandable to want to dip if one 

has sore lips or has a cold, but the 

consensus of the Church is that       

taking only the bread is fully                      

participating in Communion. 

Name Badges 

Don’t forget to wear your name 

badge so that new comers can 

get to know you.  

If you are a new parishioner and 

need a name badge, please fill 

out the form at the back of the 

church. Thank you. 
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Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist  with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped  us to 

remain connected to God and to each other through this pandemic. Thank 

you for your loving Service of God and of God’s people at St Paul’s and             

beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

 

Flowers as a Memorial 

Decorating our church with flowers is one way to                    

remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for a spe-

cial event. If you would like to give flowers in memory 

of  a loved one, or as an offering of thanksgiving 

please contact Judith Laurence the week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 and contact Caroline in 

the parish office at office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording 

of the memorial notice in the pew bulletin. 

 

 

 News from St Paul’s …  

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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Parish Prayer List 

At St Paul’s, we pray by name for people who have  either asked for our 

prayers or for whom someone else has made a request. This list is                    

updated every 3 months or when we receive a new request.  Some 

names are on our list on a long-term basis while others  reflect a more                        

immediate need and are short term.  

We will only be reading the names on the short-term list in the                   

services but the whole list will still be included in the printed prayers 

for parishioners to use throughout the week. The full list of names will 

be read in our midweek service. 

Names can be added to or removed from the lists at any time. 

Thank you  

Thank you to everyone who 

supported the  pantry last 

week. It has been a great 

help. Your continued help 

would be appreciated.  

We are very grateful for the 

team from Sales Force who 

helped last week.   Bill Sul-

livan organized   this group 

to come the first Thursday 

in every month.  
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Ash Wednesday 

My Dear Friends, 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our Lenten preparations as we 

journey with Jesus through his Passion, Death, and Resurrection.  

Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 22nd of February, 2023, and there 

will be two Eucharists that day at 10.30 a.m. and at 6.00 p.m. At both                        

Services there will be the Imposition of Ashes. 

In Philippians 3: 7-11 Paul writes: 

 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpas-

sing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 

the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 

gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 

that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming 

like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY - 22nd February 2023    

10.30 am  HOLY EUCHARIST IN THE CHAPEL OF CHRIST’S                      

   PASSION 

6.00 pm    SUNG EUCHARIST AT THE HIGH 

   ALTAR 

Imposition +  of Ashes at each Eucharist 

Begin Lent in Church as we prepare to draw               

closer to God during this Lenten season. 

 “ From dust have we come and to dust shall we return”.  

http://liturgy.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/AshWednesday.jpg
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May this be our prayer and desire, 

too. 

We begin our Lenten journey with 

the imposition of ashes on our              

foreheads. The words “Remember 

you are dust and unto dust you will 

return” are said by the Priest as 

they trace the sign of the Cross with 

ashes on your forehead. 

It is a journey of forty days, a                     

number which symbolises many 

things – a time of transition,                    

correction, purification.  

First, decide if you really want to 

make this journey. Just decide if      

you want to begin, without worrying 

about whether you will finish it. 

Spiritually, there are no winners of 

the race, only those who kept going. 

And those who dropped by the 

wayside eventually get carried the 

rest of the way. The universe is 

friendly to all, in the end.  

 You may enter this season of Lent 

with a sense that you are in a bit of  

a mess and that you need to be               

re-balanced and to shed                         

unnecessary inner baggage,                

attachments, addictions, regret, 

guilt, anxiety. It’s enough to know 

this is possible and that there is a 

plan for achieving it. Or you may 

feel balanced enough to know that 

you still have a long way to go. So 

you can start this year’s journey 

with the positive intention to go into 

deeper self-knowledge and              

brighter clarity. 

 The ash is a reminder that despite 

our complexity we have a radically 

simple core. Our common mortality 

reminds us of this as an opportunity 

for heightened realism and relish 

for life rather than fear and                       

neurosis. 

 The desert that Jesus entered for 

his forty days is our template for 

Lent. He was ‘led’ there. On this 

journey we don’t so much choose as 

consent. He was ‘tempted’. If we 

aren’t tested we remain blocked by 

our limitations, seeing ourselves as 

frustrated rather renewable beings.  

 May our journey through Lent and 

Holy Week, as we remember and 

give thanks for our Lord's great      

sacrifice, prepare us to celebrate 

his resurrection on Easter Day and 

each day thereafter. May the God 

who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead breathe new life into our 

world. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                         

James. 
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Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of Parishioners for the Anglican Parish of  

St. Paul’s, Burwood, will be held on Sunday 26th of March at 11.00 a.m. 

There will be a combined Service that day at 9.00 a.m. so as to ensure 

that all Parishioners can attend the AGM after the Service. 

Please see the attached Agenda. 

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH, BURWOOD,                                                 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SUNDAY 26th of MARCH, 2023 

AGENDA 

 

(a) to receive the declarations of those persons then present 

(b) to determine whether a quorum is present 

(c) to elect a minute secretary 

(d) to receive apologies 

(e) to receive notification of the name of the person appointed by the 

 minister as a warden 

(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to be wardens 

(g) to determine whether or not qualified persons should be elected as

 members of the parish council and if in the affirmative: 

(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 elected persons, and 

(ii) to elect qualified persons to be those members 

(h) to elect parish nominators 

(i) to elect a qualified person or persons to the office of auditor of the 

 financial statements and accounts of the wardens, and 

(j) to receive a report about ministry within the parish from the minister 

(k) to receive a report from the wardens about the exercise of wardens’ 

 functions 
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(l) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial                   

 statements of the wardens 

(m) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial                     

 statements of the trustees of Blacket House 

(n) to make such recommendations as it may wish on any matter               

 connected with the business of the church or parish, including any 

 matter which it is appropriate for the wardens or parish council to 

 deal with 

(o) to give directions as to the confirmation of the minutes of the meeting 

 at or after its conclusion 

Ms. Natalie McDonald – Lay Assistant 

It is a pleasure to welcome Ms. Natalie McDonald who has been licenced 

by the Archbishop to serve as a Lay Assistant at St. Paul’s, Burwood. 

This authority allows Natalie to:  

• perform pastoral duties, under the oversight of the Rector;  

• conduct services of public worship;  

• conduct funerals;  

• administer baptisms; and  

• deliver sermons.  

We pray that God will bless Natalie as she serves in this capacity and we 

thank Natalie for being prepared to serve God and God’s people here at 

St. Paul’s. 

Parish Pantry   

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the parish pantry throughout last 

year. Your continuous support and generosity is greatly appreciated.  

Remember to include the receipts so we can claim back the money that you 

have spent.  

Parish Pantry is now open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.00am-10.30am                       
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  Trading Table  

 

The Trading Table made $36.50 for sales last Sunday. 

We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see below 

for the varieties).   

Butters                                                                                                                                    

Lemon, Lime, Lemon/Lime/Passion fruit 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                                   

Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Quince & Apple Sauce, Banana & 

Date Chutney, Pumpkin and Sesame Chutney 

Jams                                                                                                                                         

Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple 

Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce,  Spiced 

Peach & Nectarine Jam, PawPaw/Pineapple & Ginger Jam,  Guava Jam, Guava 

and Ginger Jam, Strawberry, Strawberry & Apple, Blueberry & Apple, Peach 

Liqueur Jam, Apricot Jam 

Marmalades                                                                                                                              

Lime, Shredded Lime, Orange, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Cran-

berry, Lemon, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, Orange & Passion fruit 

Jelly,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Citrus Jelly, Chai Spiced 

Grapefruit, Mandarin, Mandarin with Cardomen & Ginger, Orange/Grapefruit 

& Ginger, Cumquat Moroccan Style, Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat 

Small bags (500gms) fresh home grown Roma Tomatoes are available $4 

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 

 



12 

 

 

 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.00am-10.30am.  

With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now 

spending in excess of $800 per week.  

Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs us 

$200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir who are now 

picking up the tab for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS MOST NEEDED                                     

Plain flour                                                          

Breakfast cereal                                                       

Long life milk                                                            

2 minute noodles                                               

Complete meals in a box or a tin                   

Spreads eg honey, jam, peanut butter                                                             

Margarine                                                             

Sweet and Savoury biscuits                             

Sugar                                                                   

Salt                                                                     

Cooking oil                                                                                       

Margarine                                                             

Rice wine                                                                 

Soy sauce                                                         

Large tins of tuna                                              

Rice and pasta                                                      

Pasta sauce                                             

Tinned tomatoes                                               

Fresh eggs 

WOMEN’S Toiletries                                         

Soaps                                                                 

Deodorant                                                    

Safety razors                                                    

Tooth brushes & paste                                      

Shampoo & conditioner  
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 *For General & Offertory                  

Donations                        

please use the following account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls                          

Anglican Church 

BSB:     032 062                                           

Account #:    250028 

 

*For Parish Pantry &  For                        

Community Choir Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:         032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Offertory -                                                 

Collection given at St Paul’s this 

week and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $2,249                                                            

≈ Parish Pantry: $395                                             

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$2,644 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector 

and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be used at 

their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish." 

 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 

to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the             

    Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for   

    Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150 

per search and may include a copy of documents if available.  
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  Deuteronomy 10.12-22 or Sirach 15.15-20;  

 Psalm 119.1-8; 1 Corinthians 3.1-9;                             

 Matthew 5.21-26  

God gives us a choice – life or death. Choosing 

‘life’ comes through obeying his command-

ments – in the words of the Psalmist, “Blessed 

are those whose ways are blameless, who walk 

[in] the law of the Lord.” Far from judgmental, 

these  readings all assure us of ‘life’, of the benefits of following God’s 

will. First among these benefits is the emphasis on our good                                  

relationships, specifically reconciliation. In Deuteronomy is the                          

assurance that we have been chosen in mercy, and we should therefore 

show mercy to others. Paul implores the Corinthians to work together for 

God, and in the  Sermon on the Mount (Matthew), Christ teaches the               

importance of making our relationships peaceful ones, with emphasis on 

working together to achieve reconciliation with others.  

Here, the message is that when we work to have ‘right’ relationships with               

others, when we work towards reconciliation, this is an act of worship, a 

demonstration of God’s love lived through our lives.  

 Give thanks to God for his righteous judgments which challenge us 

to reflect his love.  

 Pray God will conform each of us to God’s will, so that we may truly                  

reconcile with all others, and work together as God’s people.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province  

of South-East Asia.  

 

Text: Dr Helen Lancaster St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2023  
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The gift of Christmas: Learning how to be gratefully dependent

- By Rowan Williams 

The Letter to the Hebrews begins with the boldest and most unambigu-

ous statement possible of what’s new and different about Christmas. 

God has always been communicating with humanity, in any number of 

ways; but what we need from God is more than just information. The cli-

max of the story is the sending of a Son: when all has been said and 

done on the level of information what still needs to be made clear to us 

is that the point of it all is relationship. 

God speaks at last through a Son, so that we can grasp the fact that really 

knowing God, really responding to his Word of promise and life, is a 

matter of relationship. It is becoming God’s child. And the consequence 

is that we ourselves learn to speak and act in such a way that others 

want to share that relationship. 

The Son, says the writer to the Hebrews, is the heir of all creation; the 

Son is the life-giving principle of all reality; the Son radiates and reflects 

the unimaginable beauty and light of the source from which he comes. 

When the Son is born among us, what happens is that this unlimited, un-

ending torrent of light and glory, of intelligence and order and loving 

contemplation is poured into the container of a human mind and body. 

Through what he then does in that human mind and body, the possibili-

ties for human life are changed for ever, and we are invited into the 

same place in heaven that the Son occupies for ever — the place that St. 

John’s gospel defines as “nearest to the Father’s heart”. And the letter-

writer triumphantly claims that our human destiny is thus to be even 

closer to God than the angels are. Christian poets and thinkers have                

often imagined the angels looking at us with amazement — such very 

unpromising material, such limited capacities, such a genius for                          

self-deception and pettiness, yet promised such a future. 

Relationship is the new thing at Christmas, the new possibility of being 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  



18 

 

related to God as Jesus was and is. But here’s the catch and the challenge. 

To come into this glorious future is to learn how to be dependent on God. 

And that word tends to have a chilly feel for us — especially us who are 

proudly independent moderns. We speak of “dependent” characters with 

pity and concern; we think of “dependency” on drugs and alcohol; we 

worry about the “dependent” mind-set that can be created by handouts 

to the destitute. In other words, we think of dependency as something 

passive and less than free. 

But let’s turn this round for a moment. If we think of being dependent on 

the air we breathe, or the food we eat, things look different. Even more if 

we remind ourselves that we depend on our parents for learning how to 

speak and act and, above all, how to love. There is a dependence that is 

about simply receiving what we need to live; there is a dependence that 

is about how we learn and grow. And part of our human problem is that 

we mix up this entirely appropriate and life-giving dependency with the 

passivity that can enslave us. In trying — quite rightly — to avoid passivi-

ty we can get trapped in the fantasy that we don’t need to receive and to 

learn. 

Which is why it matters that the Letter to the Hebrews portrays the Son in 

the way it does — radiant, creative, overflowing with life and intelligence. 

The Son is all these things because he is dependent, because he receives 

his life from the Father. And when we finally grow up into the fullness of 

his life, we shall, like him, be gladly and unashamedly dependent — 

open to receiving all God has to give, open to learn all he has to teach. 

This is a dependency that is utterly creative and the very opposite of pas-

sive. It is a matter of being aligned with the freest activity we can imagine 

— God’s eternal love, flowing through us. 

At some level we all recognise this, because we’ve all seen something 

like it at work in our family lives and even our closest friendships. De-

pending on each other, receiving and learning, are natural things, natural 

expressions of closeness and trust. Yet we have over the long millennia of 

human existence created a whole culture in which there is a basic                      

impatience about learning — we want to get to the point where we can 
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say, “OK that’s enough, I know what I need to know” — and about receiv-

ing — we don’t want to be indebted to others, we want to stand on our 

own two feet. 

I can hear voices from my parents’ and grandparents’ generation saying 

they don’t want charity, they don’t want to be beholden, they don’t want 

handouts from the state or anywhere else. There’s something brave and 

admirable about much of this when what it represents is a generous un-

willingness to burden others. But it can also reflect a stubborn hankering 

after a life that is under my management and doesn’t need support from 

outside. 

One of the worst effects of this culture of impatience and pride is what it 

does to those who are most obviously dependent — the elderly, those 

with physical or psychological challenges and disabilities, and, of course, 

children. We send out the message that if you’re not standing on your own 

two feet and if you need regular support, you’re an anomaly. We’ll look af-

ter you (with a bit of a sigh), but frankly it’s not ideal. And in the case of 

children, we shall do our level best to turn you into active little consum-

ers and performers as soon as we can. We shall test you relentlessly in 

schools; we shall bombard you with advertising, often highly sexualised 

advertising; we shall worry you about your prospects and skills from the 

word go; we shall do all we can to make childhood a brief and rather re-

grettable stage on the way to the real thing — which is independence, 

turning you into a useful cog in the social machine that won’t need too 

much maintenance. 

Can we as a society accept and even celebrate the fact that there is a 

place for proper and mature dependence — that human beings need to 

receive and learn: not so that they can get to the point where they stop re-

ceiving and learning, but so that they can acquire the habits of receiving 

and learning in ever-new settings? Can we help children enjoy their de-

pendency so that they don’t just leave it behind but get to manage it with 

freedom and imagination as they grow older? 
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And that involves two difficult lessons for us adults. One is simply to re-

connect ourselves to our own capacity to receive and learn with joy and 

excitement — to become like little children, as Somebody once said. The 

other is to be ready to give the nurture and security that children need 

— to create the safe places where they can learn, where they can make 

their mistakes. To do this is to show that we treasure dependency and 

that we shan’t either exploit it or ignore it. Embracing and celebrating 

our own dependence gives us the vision and energy to make sure that 

others have the freedom to make the most of their dependence too. And 

this means working to give all the children of the world the security they 

need. 

In our own society, there are problems enough — children who have nev-

er known stability in their family life, who have never known a father or 

who have been pushed into taking responsibility for a parent or for 

brothers and sisters, with a mother who is ailing, addicted or otherwise 

incapacitated; children with workaholic parents, materially well off but 

deprived of warmth and relaxation with their family; worse still, children 

and young people who are systematically exploited through sex traffick-

ing, children who are trapped in gang culture. 

Worldwide, all these problems and more are all too visible; perhaps one 

of the most appalling phenomena, still affecting hundreds of thousands 

of children, is the exploitation of children in meaningless and savage civ-

il wars — children who are abducted, brutalised, turned into killers, used 

as sex slaves. To hear of these experiences is almost unbearable, yet the 

scandal continues. 

These children are created, like all of us, to become fully and conscious-

ly children of God, to enjoy that glory we reflected on a few minutes ago. 

Their suffering is an insult to the purpose of God, a contemptuous refusal 

of the gift of God on the part of those who keep them in their different 

kinds of slavery. 

God’s gift at Christmas is relationship — not just another human                       

relationship but relation to God the Father by standing where Jesus 

stands, standing in the full torrent of his love and creativity, giving and 
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receiving. To come into that place and to be rooted and grounded there 

means letting go of our fear of dependence and opening our hearts to be 

fed and enlarged and transformed. And that in turn means looking at how 

we handle dependence in ourselves and others, how we accept the posi-

tive dependence involved in lifelong learning and growing, and help one 

another deal with it positively. 

So the important thing is not that everyone gets to stand on their own two 

feet and turns into a reliable “independent” consumer and contributor to 

the GNP. What we expect from each other in a generous and grown-up 

society is much more to do with all of us learning how to ask from each 

other, how to receive from each other, how to depend on the generosity 

of those who love us and stand alongside us. And that again means a par-

ticular care for those who need us most, who need us to secure their 

place and guarantee that there is nourishment and stability for them. 

As we learn how to be gratefully dependent, we learn how to attend to 

and respond to the dependence of others. Perhaps by God’s grace we 

shall learn in this way how to create a society in which real dependence 

is celebrated and safeguarded, not regarded with embarrassment or 

abused by the powerful and greedy. 

God has spoken through a Son. He has called us all to become children at 

the cradle of the Son, the Word made flesh, so that we may grow into a 

glory that even the angels wonder at. To all who accept him he gives 

power and authority to become children of God, learning and growing 

into endless life and joy. 

Formerly the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams is Honorary  

Professor of Contemporary Christian Thought at Cambridge University. 

Among his many books are Christ the Heart of Creation, The Tragic                      

Imagination, The Edge of Words: God and the Habits of Language, and 

Luminaries: Twenty Lives that Illuminate the Christian Way. This article is 

based on a sermon preached at Canterbury Cathedral on 25 December 

2009, an earlier version appeared in his book Choose Life. 
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The power and the glory: Christmas as a clash of two kingdoms 

- By N.T. Wright 

By the time Jesus was born, Augustus had already been monarch for a 

quarter century. King of kings, he ruled from Gibraltar to Jerusalem and 

from Britain to the Black Sea. He had done what no one had done for two 

hundred years before him: he had brought peace to the wider, Roman 

world. But it was peace at a price — a price paid in cash by subjects in 

far-off lands. 

Augustus “gave peace, as long as it was consistent with the interests of 

the Empire and the myth of his own glory”, wrote Arnaldo Momigliano. 

There you have it in a nutshell: the whole ambiguous structure of human 

empire, a kingdom of absolute power, bringing glory to the man at the 

top, and peace to those on whom his favour rested. 

Yes, says Luke’s gospel (2:1), and watch what happens now. This man, this 

king, this absolute monarch, lifts his little finger in Rome, and fifteen hun-

dred miles away, in an obscure province, a young couple undertakes a 

hazardous journey, resulting in the birth of a child in a little town that just 

happens to be the one mentioned in the ancient Hebrew prophecy about 

the coming of the Messiah. And it is at this birth that the angels sing of 

glory and peace. 

Which is the reality, and which the parody? 

The most dangerous baby 

Here we have to pause, because the passage from the prophet Micah, 

which Luke intends to awaken in our minds, is so well known and so little 

attended to: “But you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah, little among the clans of 

Judah — from you shall come forth the one who is to rule in Israel” (Micah 

5:2). The passage is regularly cut off a verse or two early when read in 

public. Verse 4 launches a project that ought to make Augustus anxious: 

“He [the coming King] shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 

YHWH, in the majesty of the name of YHWH his God; and they shall live 

secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.” But the next 

verse goes on: “And he shall be the man of peace.” 
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How is this peace to be secured? This coming King, born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, will rescue his people from the hand of the foreign emperors. In 

Micah’s day, this was Assyria; but Luke’s readers would have transferred 

the meaning to Rome, and Luke would have hoped that subsequent                   

generations would be equally adept at contemporary applications. 

Herod was worried by what the wise men told him. If someone had told 

Augustus what the angels had said to the shepherds, he would have 

been worried, too. Suddenly, Luke’s scene ceases to be a romantic               

pastoral idyll, with the rustic shepherds paying homage to the infant 

King. It becomes a clear statement of two kingdoms destined to compete 

— kingdoms that offer radically different definitions of what peace and 

power and glory are all about. 

Here is the old king in Rome, turning 60 in the year Jesus was born: he 

represents perhaps the best that pagan kingdoms can do. At least he 

knows that peace and stability are good things — unfortunately, he has 

had to kill a lot of people to bring them about, and to kill a lot more, on a 

regular basis, to preserve them. Unfortunately, too, his real interest is in 

his own glory. Already, before his death, many of his subjects have be-

gun to regard him as divine. 

Here, by contrast, is the young King in Bethlehem, born with a price on 

his head. He represents the dangerous alternative, the possibility of a 

different empire, a different power, a different glory, a different peace. 

The two stand over against one another. 

Augustus’s empire is like a well-lit room at night: the lamps are arranged 

beautifully, they shed pretty patterns, but they have not conquered the 

darkness outside. Jesus’s kingdom is like the morning star rising, signal-

ling that it is time to blow out the candles, to throw open the curtains, and 

to welcome the new day that is dawning. Glory to God in the highest-and 

peace among those with whom he is pleased! 

You see the two empires squared off against each other toward the end 

of John’s gospel, when Pilate confronts Jesus with two questions: Don’t 

you know that I have the power to have you killed? and, What is truth? 
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That is the language of kingdom, power, and glory that the world knows. 

Notice how the two halves support each other. In order to be able to say, 

“Support my kingdom or I’ll kill you”, the pagan empire needs to say 

that there’s no such thing as truth. And if someone not only tells the truth 

but lives the truth, the pagan empire has no alternative but to kill him. 

Jesus responds by quietly reminding Pilate that all power comes from on 

high, and by getting on with the job of being the truth — living out truly 

the love of God for the salvation of the world. 

The kingdom, the power, and the glory 

Luke’s message of the baby in the manger stands over against even the 

best pagan empires, inviting us to contemplate the radical and total re-

definition of truth, of peace, and above all, of kingdom, power, and glory. 

Jesus had come as the Bethlehem Jesus, the Prince of Peace; and Jerusa-

lem had refused his way of peace, opting instead for the way of the 

sword, which, as Jesus said to Peter, could have only one result. Jesus as 

an adult acted out the message the angels had sung at his birth — but, 

when he came to his own, his own received him not. Once again, there 

went out a decree from Caesar, which had a profound effect fifteen hun-

dred miles away: rebel kings get crucified. “If you let this man go”, said 

the chief priests to Pilate, “you are not Caesar’s friend.” 

This, then, was what it would look like when the ancient promises were 

fulfilled, when the glory of the Lord would be revealed for all flesh to see 

together: a young Jew, riding over the Mount of Olives in tears, driving 

the traders out of the temple, and dying at the behest of Caesar’s king-

dom. And once again, Luke intends us to realise, the angels are singing 

that God is glorified and that the way of peace has been achieved after 

all. This is the ultimate redefinition of the kingdom and the power and 

the glory. Caesar’s plans for his own glory are turned by God into the 

establishment of the true kingdom. 

If Jesus is the true King of all the world, whose kingdom redefines power 

and glory so that they are now seen in the manger, on the cross, and in 

the garden, then to pray “Thy kingdom come” from the Lord’s Prayer is 
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to ask that this kingdom, this power, and this glory may be seen in all 

the world. 

It is not enough — though it is the essential starting point — that we 

submit in our own lives to God’s alternative kingdom-vision; we must 

pray and work for the vision to come in reality, with the rulers of this 

world being confronted with the claims of their rightful King. 

We cannot, then, pray the Lord’s Prayer and acquiesce in the power 

and glory of Caesar’s kingdom. If the church is not prepared to subvert 

the kingdoms of the world with the kingdom of God, the only honest 

thing would be to give up praying the Lord’s Prayer altogether. 

N.T. Wright is Research Professor Emeritus of New Testament and Ear-

ly Christianity at St. Mary’s College in the University of St. Andrews, 

and Senior Research Fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. His most recent 

books are History and Eschatology: Jesus and the Promise of Natural 

Theology, and God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the 

Coronavirus and Its Aftermath. 

Pope Francis warns on 'piecemeal World War III' 

A "piecemeal" World War III may have already begun with the current 

spate of crimes, massacres and destruction, Pope Francis has warned. 

He was speaking during a visit to Italy's largest military cemetery, 

where he was commemorating the centenary of World War I. 

"War is madness," the Pope said at a memorial to 100,000 Italian                                   

soldiers at Redipuglia cemetery near Slovenia. 

The Argentine Pope has often condemned the idea of war in God's 

name. 

Only last month, Pope Francis said the international community would 

be justified in using force to stop what he called "unjust aggression" by 

Islamic State militants, who have killed or displaced thousands of                 

people in Iraq and Syria, including many Christians, the BBC's David 

Willey reports. 
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In Saturday's homily, standing at the altar beneath Italy's fascist-era            

Redipuglia memorial - where 100,000 Italian soldiers killed during 

WWI are buried, 60,000 of them unnamed, the Pope paid tribute to the 

victims of all wars. 

"Humanity needs to weep, and this is the time to weep," he said. 

"Even today, after the second failure of another world war, perhaps one 

can speak of a third war, one fought piecemeal, with crimes, massacres, 

destruction," he said. 

The pontiff's visit was also infused with personal meaning, our                            

correspondent says. 

His grandfather fought in - and survived - Italy's offensive against the 

Austro-Hungarian empire, in north-east Italy in 1917 and 1918. 

In recent months the Pope has called for an end to conflicts in Iraq,           

Syria, Gaza, Ukraine, and parts of Africa. 

WCC condemns Russian raids on civilians                                                      

-By JONATHAN LUXMOORE 

Adults and children killed in Dnipro by missile strike on flats 

THE World Council of Churches (WCC) has condemned Russian attacks 

on civilians during its “illegal war against the people of Ukraine”, after 

the destruction of a block of flats prompted renewed calls for Russia’s 

leaders to face trial for war crimes. 

“The latest attacks have added more civilian lives to the terrible toll of 

human suffering from Russia’s invasion of the sovereign nation of 

Ukraine,” the WCC’s general secretary, the Revd Professor Jerry Pillay, 

said in a statement on Monday. 

“We appeal once again for respect for the principles of international 

humanitarian law regarding the protection of civilians, for attacks that 

deliberately target civilian infrastructure to stop, and for an end to this 

war and its violent violations of law and morality.” 
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The WCC was reacting to last weekend’s missile strike in Dnipro, in 

which 45 adults and children were killed. More than 100 people were               

injured or are reported missing. 

Addressing pilgrims in Rome on Wednesday, the Pope said that he 

shared the “heartbreaking pain of family members” after the Dnipro               

attack. “Images and testimonies” from the disaster were “a powerful                

appeal to all consciences”, he said. 

The Primate of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Major Archbishop 

Vlatoslav Shevchuk, deplored the “horrific terrorist attack”. He accused 

Moscow on Tuesday of shelling hospitals in the southern city of Kherson, 

and of “looking constantly for new ways to target civilians”. 

Metropolitan Onufriy (Berezovsky), Primate of Ukraine’s Moscow-linked 

Orthodox Church, the UOC, some of whose communities could be out-

lawed under pending legislation, also warned Russian leaders that they 

would have to “answer to God for even one drop of blood”. 

In a statement on Sunday, he said: “I appeal to the leadership of the Rus-

sian Federation: for Christ’s sake, stop shooting at our people. God did 

not create us to kill each other, but to live peacefully with each other. . . 

The one who takes someone else’s life will be measured in the same way 

by God and lose his own life.” 

The UOC’s Metropolitan Iriney (Seredniy) of Dnipropetrovsk and Pavlo-

grad said that Russia’s “massive air strike” had inflicted a “terrible                 

disaster” and “appalling tragedy”, which resonated across the region 

“with pain and suffering”. 

Ukrainian officials confirmed that more than 200 flats had been wrecked 

by the Kh-22 anti-ship missile, make it one of the worst air strikes in 

terms of deaths since the Russian invasion was ordered in February last 

year by President Putin. Moscow denied attacking civilians. 

In his message, Archbishop Shevchuk said that the Dnipro attack had 

been the “most tragic” of 57 Russian missile strikes last weekend in his 

country, where 63,000 alleged war crimes are currently under                                

investigation. 



28 

 

The spokesman for Ukraine’s independent Orthodox Church, the OCU, 

said that Russia was “reaping the consequences of its own agreement 

with the devil”. 

Archbishop Yevstratiy (Zoria) wrote in a Facebook message on Sunday: 

“Satan tempts and frightens at the same time — his greatest fear is of 

those who cannot be seduced and are unafraid of him. Putin cannot per-

ceive that the temptations and fears that affect Russians do not affect 

Ukrainians. That is why this Satan hates Ukrainians so much, because he 

can neither lure nor intimidate us.” 

The Dnipro attack occurred as several Bills to ban Orthodox parishes 

professing loyalty to the Moscow Patriarchate were near to being 

passed in the Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada, in the wake of recent security 

raids on UOC premises. 

UOC members have urged President Zelensky’s government to protect 

their freedoms in a new petition, which both recalls that many church 

members are fighting with the Ukrainian army against “Russia’s aggres-

sive invasion”, and urges parliamentarians “not to place blame for indi-

vidual UOC representatives on the entire institution”. 

On Monday, the UOC distanced itself from a speech by Russia’s United 

Nations envoy, Vasiliy Nebenzya, who accused President Zelensky of 

“authoritarian dictatorship” and sought a Security Council debate on 

current efforts “to destroy the only canonical church in Ukraine”. 

The UOC said that it had not requested “assistance in protecting its 

rights”, especially given Moscow’s “treacherous armed attack” on 

Ukraine. 

“Concerned that questions about the UOC are being raised by struc-

tures that have nothing to do with us, we call on the Russian authorities 

not to speak on behalf of our Church on international platforms,” the 

statement said. 

“At the same time, we ask our Ukrainian authorities to conduct a                      

balanced religious policy, ensuring equal rights for all religious       
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organisations, so as not to give the aggressor state an excuse to use  the 

religious policy of our state in its own interests” 

Speaking on Monday to Russia’s  Radio Vira, the head of the Russian                     

Orthodox Church’s Synodal Department for Relations with Society and 

Media, Vladimir Legoyda, said that pressure on clergy loyal to the                 

Moscow Patriarchate was “seriously increasing” in Ukraine”. 

He said that “manifestations of anti-Christian and anti-religious                  

nationalism” had included the celebration by the OCU’s Primate,                   

Metropolitan Epiphany (Dumenko), of a Christmas liturgy in the 

Pecherska Lavra monastery, in Kiev, parts of which were handed over to 

the OCU by Ukrainian officials at the beginning of January. 

Meeting General Anatoly Shevchenko, from Kyiv National  University’s 

Military Institute, last week, Metropolitan Epiphany said that efforts were 

needed to “repel Moscow’s hybrid aggression in the spiritual dimension 

and religious sphere”. The Moscow Patriarchate, “no matter what it calls 

itself”, remained “the last significant bridgehead of the enemy inside 

Ukraine”. 

On Tuesday, President Zelensky urged Western governments to increase 

weapons supplies to Ukraine in expectation of a major new Russian                  

offensive, as the Russian Defence Minister, Sergei Shoigu, confirmed 

plans to increase Russia’s armed forces to 1.5 million personnel. 

A message of condolence from Patriarch Kirill of Moscow for victims of 

an air crash in Nepal was published this week on the Moscow                              

Patriarchate’s website. It made no mention of deaths and injuries caused 

by the missile strike at Dnipro. 
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Blessings are a big step forward, insist emotional  Archbishops  

- By FRANCIS MARTIN and A STAFF REPORTER 

THE personal effect of the proposed changes to allow clergy to bless 

same-sex unions in church was apparent in Friday’s press conference at 

Lambeth Palace Library. 

Both the Archbishops of Canterbury and York used personal anecdotes to 

emphasise the significance of the change that the Bishops are proposing 

— in the face of criticism that they have failed to recommend equal mar-

riage in church for same-sex couples (News, 18 January). 

In answer to a question from the Church Times, Archbishop Welby                  

recounted his memories of a parishioner — a single man — from his time 

as a parish priest. “Some years after I left, when he [the parishioner] 

came out as gay, it wasn’t a huge surprise. But the next thing I heard was 

that the pressure of living with the Church’s attitude had led to his sui-

cide,” he said. 

“I still mourn him, and I wish he was here today, because I think he would 

be able to to feel that, perhaps it wasn’t everything he wanted . . . but that 

what we’ve done, and are doing, and will go on doing, says he’s not less-

er, he’s not excluded, he’s not unloved, he’s not unwanted, but he’s as 

much a valuable, loved, saved member of God’s people, because he’s put 

his trust and life in the hands of Jesus Christ, as any other                   per-

son who has done that.” 

Archbishop Cottrell also spoke with emotion about the impact of the 

Church’s approach to the LGBTQ+ community hitherto, including the pro-

hibition of Bible readings in civil partnership ceremonies. “One of my 

dearest, oldest, closest friends,” he said, who died two years ago and was 

a priest, had “rather naughtily tried to smuggle” a reading from the Song 

of Songs into his civil partnership ceremony, but the registrar noticed, 

and they had to remove it. 

“I was heartbroken that here are these people who love each other, 

whose relationship so exhibits all that I would want and expect from a re-

lationship, who taught me so much about love and sacrifice, and they 
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couldn’t even have this little reading from the Bible,” Archbishop                

Cottrell said. 

“Don’t misunderstand what’s happening today: all that changes. And I’m 

really pleased it’s changed.” 

Archbishop Welby accepted that the Church’s “long journey” was not at 

an end. “I’m sure the last word hasn’t been said, and I’m sure that                

discussions will continue. But this is an enormously important point, not 

only within the Anglican Communion and the Church of England but   

also across the global Church, in which we seek to recognise and to cel-

ebrate the love that all people have for one another, regardless of who 

they are and where they’re from — and I’m filled with joy about that.” 

 THE two Archbishops were upset at how the news of the Bishops’                

proposals had been leaked. Friday was supposed to be the big reveal, 

giving them the opportunity to brief others in advance. (Archbishop 

Welby said that he had been in touch with Primates worldwide about 

the proposals.) 

On Tuesday night, however, only hours after the Bishops’ meeting had 

concluded, the BBC ran a story that only blessings would be on offer in 

church and not same-sex marriage, citing four anonymous bishops as 

their source. 

On Wednesday morning, recognising that the news had broken, Church 

House issued a press release confirming the story and giving basic de-

tails of the plans (News, 18 January). 

At the press conference on Friday, Archbishop Cottrell said that the 

bishops were “really sorry the news leaked, because it meant that the 

people who would be hurt most by the news, those who are most vul-

nerable, [heard it] not in the way that we want to tell the story, and we’re 

really sorry that happened”. 

 THE canon law on which the new prayers and services rely is under-

stood to be contained in Canon B5, which governs the discretion of min-

isters in conduct of public prayer. 
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Paragraph two of the canon states that a minister may “on occasions for 

which no provision is made in The Book of Common Prayer or by        

General Synod under Canon B2 or by the Convocations, Archbishops, or   

Ordinary under Canon B4, use forms of service considered suitable by 

him for those occasions and may permit another minister to use the said 

forms of service”. 

This is subject to the proviso that “all variations in forms of service and 

all forms of service used under this Canon shall be reverent and seemly 

and shall be neither contrary to, nor indicative of any departure from, 

the doctrine of the Church of England in any essential matter.” 

The materials published on Friday morning contained an explanation of 

why the Bishops believe that their proposals do not affect the Church’s 

doctrinal position on marriage. “It can be argued that a same-sex cou-

ple entering into a civil status which does not claim to be Holy Matrimo-

ny should not of itself be regarded as challenging or rejecting the 

Church’s doctrine of marriage as expressed in Canon B30 (Of Holy Mat-

rimony) and that those who do so should not, therefore, be regarded as 

acting in disobedience to that doctrine. 

“On that basis it would be possible for same-sex couples who are in a 

civil marriage — like those who are in a civil partnership — to have a 

service of dedication, thanksgiving, and/or blessing without contradict-

ing the Church’s doctrine of marriage.” 

Christian leaders start to break from Trump — with an eye on DeSantis 

The cracks in the former president’s unlikely alliance were 

clearer than ever this week - By Hannah Knowles 

Longtime evangelical pastor Brad Cranston voted twice for Donald 

Trump — he wasn’t perfect, Cranston reasoned, but he appointed                             

conservative judges and advanced the antiabortion cause. Last year, he 

thought he could back Trump again. 

But Trump’s flaws have only grown in Cranston’s eyes, as the former              

president launches a third bid for the White House while criticizing  
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abortion opponents at times and fixating on “himself” and his 2020 elec-

tion loss rather than “on the country and on the issues.” Now, Cranston is 

drawn to other prospective candidates with a “strong biblical 

worldview.” 

“The one who I really think has the best chance and is a fighter is Ron 

DeSantis,” said Cranston, the Iowa-based founder of a national group 

called Baptists for Biblical Values. The second-term governor of Florida 

“has had the courage to take on the woke crowd,” he added. 

Many conservative Christian leaders who once rallied behind Trump and 

reveled in his policy victories now say they are interested in new stand-

ard-bearers for 2024, citing similar concerns as well as worries about 

Trump’s political weaknesses after November’s midterm elections in 

which he was blamed for elevating polarizing candidates who ended up 

losing. Some have raised alarms as would-be rivals make strong                     

competing appeals to the religious right. 

While conservative Christian pastors and political leaders often ex-

pressed interest in potential candidates besides Trump, DeSantis came 

up repeatedly as a “fighter” on hot-button social issues important to their 

demographic, with many pointing to his restrictions on school teachings 

regarding sexual orientation and gender identity; his vigorous opposi-

tion to vaccine and mask mandates; and his punishment of major compa-

nies he has labeled “woke.” 

The cracks in Trump’s unlikely alliance with devout Christians, especially 

White evangelicals, were clearer than ever this week as the 45th presi-

dent lashed out at prominent pastors who have yet to endorse him and 

continued his complaints that opponents of abortion had hurt the GOP — 

or failed to show up — in the 2022 midterms. 

The tensions underscore the shifting dynamics in today’s Republican Par-

ty and the conservative movement more broadly, where many former 

supporters of Trump, from donors to activists to lawmakers, are wary of 

his candidacy, particularly as they await alternative contenders. 
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Whether this posture has an effect 

on rank-and-file evangelical voters 

remains to be seen. Some in the 

movement pointed to his robust 

past electoral support, even as 

leaders were disinclined to back 

him. And in general, Trump voters 

have shown they are frequently un-

swayed by political cues from insti-

tutional heads. 

But interviews show how some 

Christian conservatives who once 

embraced Trump to advance their 

agenda are increasingly doubtful 

he can deliver more conservative 

wins. Some are thrilled by De-

Santis’s approach to social issues at 

the heart of their anxieties that reli-

gious values are under attack from 

liberal, secular forces. 

“The most conservative evangeli-

cals I know are in favor of DeSantis,” 

who “has the ability to win,” echoed 

Texas-based pastor Tom Buck, who 

couldn’t bring himself to vote for 

Trump in 2016 and said he prayed 

former vice president Mike Pence 

would have a spiritual influence on 

him. 

Steven Cheung, a spokesman for 

Trump, said in a statement that 

Trump’s “unmatched record speaks 

for itself,” pointing to his policies 

and appointments of antiabortion 

federal judges and Supreme Court 

justices who overturned Roe v. 

Wade last summer, erasing a ruling 

that established a constitutional 

right to abortion and delivering a 

decades-long priority for conserva-

tive Christians. “There has been no 

bigger advocate for the movement 

than President Trump,” Cheung 

wrote. 

Yet DeSantis is seen by many Re-

publicans as the most formidable 

potential challenger to Trump. He 

won a resounding reelection victo-

ry in Florida last fall and has built a 

national reputation with the fights 

he has picked. 

Tom Ascol, a pastor in Florida who 

has led prayers at a rally for DeSan-

tis in the fall and the governor’s in-

auguration this year, has waged a 

similar campaign against 

“wokeness” in his evangelical 

Christian denomination, denounc-

ing female preachers, critical race 

theory — an academic framework 

that views racism as systemic — 

and other ideas he calls liberal              

excess. 

DeSantis, Ascol wrote in an online 

post last fall, “has stood against the 

woke crowd and … fulfilled his God
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-given role to be ‘God’s servant’ for 

the ‘good’ of Floridians.” The pastor 

did not respond to an interview re-

quest. 

One of DeSantis’s reelection ads 

last fall pitched him as someone on 

a divine mission, with a deep voice 

declaring that God “made a fight-

er” on the eighth day of creation — 

DeSantis. The governor’s position-

ing has caught the attention of 

Trump and his allies, who have 

sometimes targeted him with            

public criticism. 

DeSantis, who is Catholic, has not 

made faith as central to his public 

image as other politicians such as 

Pence, but he sometimes invokes 

religion. In one speech last year, he 

urged opponents of “the left’s 

schemes” to “put on the full armor 

of God.” 

His office referred an inquiry to 

reelection campaign staff, who did 

not immediately provide comment. 

While some influential pastors and 

Christian leaders — including for-

mer evangelical advisers to Trump 

— have been bluntly critical of the 

former president in recent months, 

plenty of others are simply staying 

out of the fray. 

Trump this week criticized long-

time allies who have yet to endorse 

him, including megachurch pastor 

Robert Jeffress, who gave Trump 

his full-throated support in 2016 

and 2020 but now says he does not 

want to get involved in a GOP “civil 

war.” 

“That’s a sign of disloyalty,” Trump 

said in an interview with “The Wa-

ter Cooler with David Brody” when 

asked about Jeffress and other 

evangelical leaders, arguing that 

no one “has ever done more for 

‘right to life’ than Donald Trump.” 

Jeffress said in an interview that he 

keeps in touch with Trump and as-

sured him recently that reports of 

evangelicals abandoning him “in 

droves” are a “false narrative.” He 

praised Trump effusively, called 

him “the most likely candidate 

right now” and took no issue with 

Trump’s latest comments that                          

Republicans handled abortion 

“poorly.” 

Still, Jeffress alluded to some disa-

greements as he hosted Pence, 

now estranged from Trump, on 

Sunday at First Baptist Dallas,              

never mentioning Trump’s name 

while broaching “the second-

biggest elephant in the room                 
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today” — the pro-Trump mob that 

stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 

2021.              

“I think I speak for many of us when 

I say thank you for your courage 

and integrity that you exhibited on 

[Jan. 6],” Jeffress told Pence at the 

church, drawing applause from the 

pews. “You know, our Capitol Police, 

they protected the Capitol, but Mike 

Pence protected our Constitution. 

God bless you, sir, for doing that.” 

The event kicked off Pence’s tour of 

megachurches as he weighs a 2024 

presidential run — his latest effort 

to court the conservative Christian 

community where he has deep ties 

and helped assuage religious skep-

ticism of Trump in 2016. Asked 

about Trump’s recent comments, 

Pence adviser Marc Short said 

evangelical leaders’ loyalty “is to 

God and not to any one political 

leader.” 

Tony Suarez, who served on    

Trump’s evangelical advisory 

board, said Republican evangelicals 

are concerned with the same things 

as other conservative voters but 

with an extra focus on “wokeism — 

some call it godlessness or a com-

plete departure of Judeo-Christian                

values.” 

He said he is fully behind Trump for 

2024 and that a host of supporters 

are “waiting for some marching             

orders.” 

Elsewhere in conservative Christian 

circles, key endorsers and gate-

keepers have signaled that their 

support must be earned in 2024. 

“Anybody who simply wants loyalty 

without that level of, you know, ‘I’m 

willing to go through and do the          

retail part of this to have those            

discussions,’ is discounting                 

concerns that we have” in the           

evangelical community, said Dave 

Wilson, president of the Palmetto 

Family Council in South Carolina, 

which advocates “biblical values” in 

policy and will hold a forum for 

2024 contenders in March. He said 

he voted twice for Trump and 

Pence. 

Faith and Freedom Coalition           

founder and Chairman Ralph Reed, 

who counts Trump as a friend, said 

the former president “will get a 

very fair hearing from voters of faith 

in 2024.” But, he added, “no one 

should assume that the evangelical 

community is foreclosed to them, or 

is beholden to a single candidate.” 
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Trump faced significant opposition in 2016 from conservative Christian 

leaders who found him personally immoral and also distrusted him on 

some policy issues, pointing to his support for LGBTQ rights and his 

past support of abortion access. But antiabortion activists who initially 

called for anyone but Trump eventually came around to his cause, 

buoyed in part by Pence, and some of the biggest names in evangelical 

politics became enthusiastic backers. 

Rank-and-file voters were even more supportive, with White evangeli-

cals in particular favoring Trump 80 percent to 16 percent in exit polls, 

even as their leaders were deeply divided. White Catholics also fa-

vored Trump over Hillary Clinton in 2016 but less dramatically — 64 

percent compared with 31 percent. Catholic voters as a whole split 

about evenly between Joe Biden and Trump in 2020, according to an AP 

VoteCast survey. 

“I don’t think evangelicals have much influence over their over their 

base,” said Jerry Falwell Jr., who jolted the Republican field by endors-

ing Trump early on as the president of Liberty University, one of the 

largest Christian universities in the world, before resigning in 2020 

amid personal scandals. Falwell said he still supports Trump for 2024 — 

and hopes other evangelicals learn from his 2016 endorsement that “it’s 

not a guy who looks and talks most like other evangelicals that’s actual-

ly going to accomplish anything for evangelicals on the social issues.” 

Conservative Christian leaders stuck with Trump through the 2020 

election, many of them thrilled at his administration’s accomplishments. 

Three years ago, Trump became the first sitting president to attend the 

March for Life in Washington. He cited the Bible in an address to antia-

bortion activists who packed the National Mall. 

“He should get credit for following through on things that people said 

for a long time,” said Chad Connelly, the founder and CEO of Faith 

Wins, a group that seeks to mobilize faith leaders in politics. 
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But Trump did not even mention this year’s March for Life, held Friday, 

on his Truth Social account. It was the first March since the Supreme 

Court overturned Roe. Cheung did not answer a question about his 

plans prior to the gathering, as the former president faces some 

pushback for suggesting that strict opposition to abortion had cost the 

GOP support in the midterms. 

“It seems that he’s spending some time with ‘the swamp,’ as he puts it, 

and the consultants in the swamp,” Catholic antiabortion activist Kristan 

Hawkins said of Trump in an interview. In her inbox: a draft of a 2024 

straw poll for attendees of this weekend’s National Pro-Life Summit. 

Doubts about Trump have intensified after an underwhelming midterms 

season for the GOP, which many blamed on Trump’s freewheeling en-

dorsements, divisive brand and endless desire to re-litigate his 2020 

election loss with false claims. 

“If Mr. Trump can’t stop his little petty issues, how does he expect peo-

ple to stop major issues?” one former evangelical adviser to Trump, 

James Robison, asked attendees of a Christian political gathering short-

ly after the midterms in November. David Lane, an evangelical organiz-

er, used his regular email to pastors to ask, “Why did the red wave die 

on the vine?” and to criticize Trump’s “compulsion to keep the spotlight 

upon himself.” 

Other longtime Christian allies remain staunchly supportive of Trump 

— and echo his accusations of disloyalty. 

Some pastors are “trying to hedge their bets,” said Darrell Scott, anoth-

er member of Trump’s evangelical advisory group who formed the Na-

tional Diversity Coalition for Trump in 2016. He said Jeffress and other 

colleagues “remind me of somebody at the roulette wheel … waiting to 

see which way that ball is going to drop, red or black.” 

Michelle Boorstein and Michael Scherer contributed to this report. 
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Preachers need to mind their language 

In an increasingly oral culture, communicating the gospel requires a grasp 

of how linguistic concepts are evolving, says Mark Rudall 

THE auction site was advertising an antique desk as having “a most beau-

tiful bettina”. Perhaps the seller had heard the word, but never seen 

“patina” written down. It was amusing to see linguistic horrors such as 

this, but I now see them as examples of a cultural wave growing rapidly in-

to a tsunami. 

The Church has its own book culture, and uses a lot of phraseology drawn 

from the deep wells of history. We are all about words. If we are not atten-

tive to the prevailing culture, however, we can easily find ourselves out of 

step with a communications world in which solecisms abound and expres-

sions are now being used that have somehow been cut adrift from their 

roots, so that their meaning has been lost. 

Startling linguistic abuses leap out at me every day as I open websites 

such as eBay, or news and comment websites. They suggest that UK — and 

probably Western — society as a whole is becoming increasingly “oral”. 

It has nothing to do with intelligence or social standing, because it occurs 

across social classes. It seems much more to reflect the frantic pace of life 

at which many people, of all walks of life, now live. It also reflects how 

much or how little they read literature — particularly pre-21st-century ma-

terial — over and above what is necessary for survival in a complex 

world. 

BUT if we have, since 2000, quietly segued into a predominantly oral cul-

ture, there will still be the need for people sometimes to express them-

selves in writing. As a result, they will use words, idioms, and expressions 

that have been picked up through only half-hearing, and for which they 

have no background. 

If we want a sidelight on the state of the nation’s general education and lit-

eracy, then news comment websites are fascinating places to look, if we 

don’t suffer from high blood pressure. 
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A good example is the website for the Daily Mail, where anyone with             

fingers and a keyboard can vent their opinions on current news stories. 

“Vox pop” comments have always helped news providers to judge the 

Zeitgeist and maybe pursue a new angle on a story. Opinions offered can 

be particularly vibrant sources of solecisms and misuses of all kinds, 

however, because they are usually typed in a hurry, probably on phones 

rather than keyboards. 

And so we find ourselves being told “we’re in unchartered waters,” or we 

can be “in the throws” of something happening. We hear about someone 

being treated as “an escape goat”, or we feel precarious and are 

“walking on egg shelves”. We might hear that something is 

“iconoclastic”, when we know that really it is “iconic”. We encounter 

these “foe pars”, and wonder how the perpetrators get away “scotch 

free.” I blanch when I hear the word “irregardless”, and hear people talk-

ing about “aircrafts”, marking something with an “asterix”, or expressing 

just a thin “slither” of hope. Indeed, the growing imprecision in language 

really is a “mute point” nowadays: “for all intensive purposes”, it seems 

that most people “could care less . . .”. 

THOSE who are keen to communicate the gospel probably should care, 

however. 

It is gratifying that Advent still brought high numbers of people into 

church, together with their children. Such people rarely, if ever, darken 

our doors. But their presence prompts me to be mindful that the way in 

which I communicate needs constant review. I wonder how, as the year 

unfolds, those of us who preach can communicate theological concepts in 

straightforward language to any degree of depth? 

Few sights are more demoralising in church than that of a preacher 

mounting the pulpit steps carrying several sheets of A4 paper, the con-

tents of which we know we will have to sit through without fidgeting. How 

will the young family sitting near the back feel as the stream of long 

words, complex phrases, and awkward syntax is delivered? Will the visi-

tors bother to come back next Sunday? 
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I think that it was when I saw, in print, the phrase “this is all smoking 

mirrors” that I realised that I needed to be a little more careful in the 

way I used what I thought were quite usual phrases and idioms at the 

front of the church. I also recalled introducing pew Bibles to my congre-

gation, some of whom commented that, for some of my sermons, pew 

dictionaries might be useful, too. 

Thus, I write in humility and suggest that it is useful to be reminded that, 

as preachers, we are not up on our hind legs to impress with flamboyant 

language, which may be meaningless to many today. We are there to get 

a message across with clarity, and to move hearts that may be preoccu-

pied with life’s challenges and unfamiliar with our bookish idioms. That 

is the challenge. 

The Revd Mark Rudall is a retired priest based in the diocese of 

Guildford, and former diocesan director of communications. 

In exile, but filled with incurable hope 

As a Palestinian living in Jordan, Hiba Khoury was unable to celebrate 

Christmas in her homeland — but she believes that she will return one 

day 

As a Palestinian living in Jordan, Hiba Khoury was unable to celebrate 

Christmas in her homeland — but she believes that she will return one 

day 

I WAS born and raised across the bridge from my homeland, just a few 

kilometres away. And, just like every other person I know, I am always 

trying to get to the closest point to spot its mountains, especially during 

the day, when there are clear blue skies; or simply trying to spot the 

lights of its cities after sunset. 

This is a traditional activity done during gatherings, or while visiting  

cities outside of Amman that are are closer to the borders. If we are 

lucky enough, in some areas we can see Jerusalem, the eternal capital of 

Palestine. 
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One of the most special spots is 

down in the Jordan Valley, at the Ho-

ly Baptism site close to the Dead 

Sea, where the distance between 

the two banks of the river is literal-

ly ten steps crossing the very sub-

tle river-level horizontally. But this 

is the longest distance, since we 

are not allowed to cross. My people 

have been condemned to exile for 

the past 75 years. 

And I am one of the millions of               

Palestinians in exile who cannot                  

return; nor can I cross the river.  

Thirty-five long years out of 75                

longer, and, being a third genera-

tion of the Nakba,  I am allowed on-

ly to find the nearest spots on my 

side of the border, and to imagine 

how the cities of Palestine look in 

comparison with what I see in                  

pictures. 

Sometimes, if I am lucky enough 

and it is a little quiet, I can imagine 

walking down the streets of Yafa, 

Haifa, Nazareth, Nablus, Jenin, Beit 

Jala, and many more. 

MY GRANDFATHER, Eliya Khoury, 

was forcibly expelled from Pales-

tine when my father was a teenag-

er. My grandfather was the Episco-

pal priest of Ramallah, and was 

known for always standing along-

side the oppressed. His                        

commitment to the rights of our 

people was too much for the Israeli 

occupation to handle. One day in 

1969, he was expelled to Jordan, 

with others. 

He was later consecrated as a  

bishop in the diocese of Jerusalem, 

working to support the well-being 

of our people in exile, and being 

referred to even by Margaret 

Thatcher as a “man of peace”. But, 

still, the Israeli occupation has 

made it virtually impossible for my 

family to regain the status that we 

had before the occupation. But not 

only that: I am not even allowed a 

permit to visit and pray in my 

grandfather’s church. 

As for my many failed attempts to 

visit, which were mostly ignored, 

the hardest part of being denied 

entry was during Christmas. As a 

Christian, originally from Palestine, 

I am even denied the opportunity 

to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

Christ in Bethlehem, his birthplace, 

and in the Church of the Nativity, 

which marks where Christ was 

born. I am denied my simplest 

right as a  Christian, my right to 

pray, worship, and celebrate the 

Holy Spirit. I am denied this                   

because I am Palestinian. But, even 
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more importantly, I am denied the right to follow the traditions that my 

family followed in Palestine for centuries before the occupation. 

As is true every year, I am thankful for technology that enables me to see 

all the celebrations on different social-media outlets: tree lightings, church 

Scouts, and the mana’eesh (traditional pastries) carts on the streets, which 

you can almost smell. All the beautiful Palestinian women dressed in their 

thoub, the traditional Bethlehem dress, walking down the streets giving 

out sweets, while other groups dance the dabkeh to a Middle Eastern                   

version of “Jingle bells”. 

I also see people from different backgrounds, ethnicities, and religions 

celebrating Christmas in Bethlehem. But I am denied entry. I watch as I 

cross my fingers on my face and down my chest, praying to the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit that the next year I will be in between these crowds, 

giving hope of return to everyone who is sitting in front of a screen and 

making the same wish as I am. 

THIS YEAR, I am still forcibly away from my homeland, but closer in faith in 

my right to return. This year, I am thankful for my resilience, having grown 

up as a Palestinian Christian, which, in some cases, has been a struggle to 

prove that I have the right to stand up for my people, no matter what their 

religion is or what the differences are. We are one people, and we are all 

treated as one by those who have denied my right to celebrate. 

This year, I realised that being a Palestinian in exile meant that everything 

in me could be tested, except for my patience. This year, I shall continue 

to thrive in spreading the message of love, humanity, and freedom. Most 

importantly, this year, I realised, more than ever, how true a quotation from 

Mahmoud Darwish is: “To be a Palestinian means to be afflicted with            

incurable hope.” 

Hiba Khoury is a Palestinian Christian who is living in Jordan 
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More than a ritual: The importance of church singing                                      

- By Kirralee Nicolle 

Hymns not only connect parishioners, they also convey important             

theological points, according to a hymnody researcher from the                      

University of Divinity. 

While many Anglican churches continue to incorporate hymn-singing                

into services, some more contemporary parishes focus on modern                     

worship songs. 

Melbourne Anglican priest and doctoral hymnody researcher at the                 

University of Divinity the Reverend Emily Fraser said there was nothing 

wrong with focusing on either hymns or praise songs providing the                    

purpose of each was understood.     

“I think the problem is if we get too exclusive,” she said. “Hymns remain 

a wonderful teaching tool to produce an intellectual as well as an                      

emotional and spiritual response. Praise songs are wonderful for                    

introducing that sort of mesmeric sense of worship that you want when 

you’re just reflecting on a single idea, like God’s greatness.” 

“So, you need to think about what you’re doing and why you’re doing it.” 

Ms Fraser said singing in church brought about a unique sense of togeth-

erness through group engagement, and that hymns were important as 

they were designed to be non-performative. 

“We stand [when we can], so there’s united posture,” she said. “We sing 

the same text. We sing the same melodies. There’s so much which is im-

portant about singing being something which unifies us.” 

Ms Fraser said in her role as chaplain at Christ Church Grammar School, 

the beauty of singing together was demonstrated in chapel services. 

“We continue to teach through song,” she said. “When we are at a church 

service and we stand and sing something, we’re not filling in time, we’re 

doing something very important. We are being taught. We are feeding 

our heads and our hearts as we sing.” 
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Ms Fraser said her study focused 

primarily on the hymns of Martin               

Luther, Charles Wesley and John 

Keble, and that wording in older 

hymns often required interpreta-

tion in a similar way to Scripture. 

She said famous lines such as 

“amazing grace, that saved a 

wretch like me” reminded us of the 

miracle it was that God entered the 

lives of every individual person no 

matter who they were or the nature 

of their circumstances. 

“I think singing and music is one of 

the greatest and most long-

standing gifts to the church and lit-

urgy,” Ms Fraser said. “It wasn’t just 

something that the early church 

did, Christ and His disciples sang 

hymns and Psalms and songs of 

praise.” 

“And we continue in that tradition.” 

Embrace the mark of ash,                      

and open your hearts to                     

transformation                                   

- By Archbishop Philip Freier  

We will soon begin our Lenten 

journey with the invitation to                   

receive the mark of ashes during 

the liturgy of Ash Wednesday. Ash 

from a fire has been understood 

from ancient times to be a sign of 

mortality, of the little that is left af-

ter all else has been consumed. 

People from many different cul-

tures around the world have used 

ash as a sign of mourning at times 

of loss and bereavement.                             

Disfiguring and dirty, it showed the 

abandonment of the way things 

were and marked an essential step 

along the path to recovery through 

grief.  

The liturgical imposition of ashes is 

more constrained but is sure to dis-

rupt the sense of “life as normal” as 

we leave the liturgy and walk the 

street or catch the tram, bus or 

train. What might it be, then, that 

gives us cause to respond to God 

in this way? Could it be because 

we have covered ourselves with 

pride and arrogance that we need 

to be cleansed and released to the 

freedom that is ours in Christ?   

So often we are content to live lives 

that are empty and superficial, yet 

how much do we yearn for the 

depths of God’s love? Are we 

trapped in old patterns and strug-

gles, needing our eyes to be lifted 

to the hope that is ours in Christ?  

It is easy to answer any of these 

questions in the affirmative. Even 

though we are vessels of clay,                  

easily broken and far short of      
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perfection, we still seek to be con-

formed to God’s purposes, to be 

vessels of God’s loving service in 

the world. Even if our best efforts 

have met rejection and discourage-

ment, we are still called to trust and 

hope through Jesus. So we bring 

before God all that is in our life, 

knowing that we can hold nothing 

back from the fire of love which 

consumes even those faults which 

we dearly cherish.  

I think the world hungers for              

people with this kind of humble  

self-examination to embrace the 

gift of penitence and reformation of 

life in Christ. What a gift our                   

observance of Lent is for others! 

Ash Wednesday is the time for each 

of us to tune into God’s story for the 

world and listen a little less the 

world’s story about itself.   

 

Let us then share in the reality of 

this transforming journey, with Jesus 

and his 40 days in the wilderness as 

its pattern. He found the proper          

response to the tempter’s words of 

discouragement in his deep                  

formation in the Scriptures of the 

Old Testament. We have the                    

additional gift of his words in the 

gospels and those of the early 

Christian community and its                 

leaders elsewhere in the New              

Testament.   

This all constitutes the Lenten               

journey. Embrace the mark of ash 

and open your hearts to the             

transforming future that is the gift of 

God to all who believe in Christ. 

May our daily reflection on God’s 

revelation nurture and strengthen 

us in every way. Have a blessed 

journey from Ash Wednesday 

through to Easter.  

FOOD FOR PARISH PANTRY 

PLEASE HELP  

The Pantry is running out of food fast. Can you please help?  

Any food, perishable or non-perishable, fruit or vegetables, bread. 

If you can’t shop and would like to make a donation we can shop 

for you. 

Please talk to Jane Cordina or Rosemary.  Thank you.  
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 Outdoors…  
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Lenten Quiet Day: 4 March 2023 

The Sydney Mission-College of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd invite 

you to share in a day of silence, prayer and reflection at the beginning of 

Lent. 

When: Saturday 4 March 2023. From 10.00 am to 4.15 pm  

Where: The church and grounds of St John’s Balmain, Spring Street, 

Birchgrove. 

What: Gather for coffee and conversation at 10 00 am. Greater Silence 

from 10.15 am  until 4.15 pm. Morning and Evening Prayer; the Holy Eu-

charist; two brief addresses; opportunity for individual consultation with 

leader; rest in the garden and local park. 

The Quiet Day is free of charge. Participants are asked to bring their own 

packed lunches. Tea and coffee provided. This year the leader is The 

Revd Ronald Henderson OGS. All very welcome. 
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[CELEBRANT] Mindful that we are called to love and serve our Lord in all 

that we do, we pray for the needs of the church, our families and friends, 

and the world in which we live and its people.  

Lord, send your holy spirit to guide your Church in all its forms. Empower 

through your spirit Justin of Canterbury, Geoffrey our primate, Archbishop 

Kanishka and Bishop Michael and pour your blessings on them and the 

Episcopal Church in the Philippines. Strengthen our parish, especially               

Fr James and our ministry team, the wardens and parish council and the 

Blackett House trustees. We give thanks for their faithfulness and the time 

they give to our parish. Help us to walk in your ways and to love and serve 

you with all our heart and soul.  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord, we ask for your guidance of all the leaders of our world that they will 

find creative, peaceful solutions to conflict and constantly seek to protect 

those who are the most vulnerable. Protect all children caught up in wars 

and violence and provide caring people willing to support and nurture 

them. Bring peace to our world, especially to Ukraine, Myanmar and the 

Middle East 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord, we give thanks for the natural world you have given us but we realise 

its forces can also be harsh and distressing. Comfort all who are suffering 

from the effects of the recent earthquake in Turkiye and Syria and bring 

speedy relief to those in need.  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Most loving Lord, we bring before you all in need. Give faith to the 

searching; healing to every broken life; release to those consumed by 

bitterness; light to those who live in darkness; peace to the tormented; 

relief to those in pain or despair and hope to the dying. Be with all who 

have asked for our prayers: Fay Conaghan, Richard Fors, Margot Kennedy, 

Melissa Moore, Vanessa McNeill, Robert, Judy Russell, Joyce Bannister, 

INTERCESSIONS –  Sunday 12th February 2023  
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Barry Brandy, John Burns, June Cameron, Pat Conchar, Elsie Dunnam, 

Malcolm Green, Enid Kell, Mary MacPherson, David Morgan, Graham 

Norman, Sally Palmer, Michelle Phillips, Warwick and Jan Roden, Diane 

Smith, John Sorensen, Peter Sorensen, Sylvia, Daphne Storey, Martin de 

Vries, Bob Woods, Bill Whittle and others known to us. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord, we commend into your hands those whom we have loved, especially 

for those who have their year’s mind at this time:  Edmund Blacket, George 

Eager, Shirley Burns, David King, Steve Yeates, Brendan Moran, Gloria Jose, 

George Hendricks, Alan McDonald and Leonard Stainlay. You gave them 

breath, and loved them through their lives. Receive them now in your 

infinite tenderness and give them peace in your heavenly kingdom. 

CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayer. 

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Week Ahead... 

Midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.0am in the Chapel of 

Our Lord Passion.  

Commemorations noted this week  

 Tuesday 14th February - Cyril (d.869) and Methodius, bishop (d.885)  

           missionaries to the Slavs 

 Friday 17th February - Holy Innocents  
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