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      And Much More... 

    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 13th June 2021 

   Third Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am   Said Eucharist (with hymns)  

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir) 

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest, 

Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee 

in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

1 Samuel 15.34-16.13     The First Reading      1 Samuel 17.(1a,4-11,19-23) 

   32-49 

Ps 20                               The Psalm                 Ps 9.9-20                                                                         

2 Corinthians 5.6-10       The Epistle                2 Corinthians 6.1-13                      

(11-13) 14-17     

Mark 4.26-34                   The Gospel                Mark 4.35-41   
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

COVID-19 What you can and can't do under the rules | NSW                      

Government  

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be  observed to ensure the safety of  all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical                   

distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be  served. 

Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea 

and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

News from around St Paul’s 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
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If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

James. 

Thank You from the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh 

goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. Please keep 

checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer are still avail-

able at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex and chil-

dren’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange and lemon,                

Seville orange, Blood Orange, Grapefruit, Grapefruit & Pomegranate, 

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime, Lime & Ginger, Mandarin, Cumquat),              

Butters (Lemon, Lime, lemon & lime, Lemon & Passionfruit)) peach & 

plum, apricot, raspberry, strawberry & apple, Passionfruit jam/sauce, 

Choko & Ginger jams, Crab Apple jelly, Crab Apple Sauce, Quince and 

Apple sauce, Lilly Pilly Jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko 

& Ginger, Pear & Apple,  Paw Paw) 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it for you.  

Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s fans a few still available $2 each, post cards $1 and mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or black) $10 each or 3 for $25 

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each. 

Cards of St Paul’s stained glass windows available again $3.50 each 
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Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have some kits 

available for sale at varying prices. 

Pair black Kelvin Klein ladies boots hardly worn size 81/2 $25 

Plants: They will be having a rest for the winter and will return in the 

spring 

We have a selection of books, CD’s and DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc 

please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect. 

Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking Pam first. 

Is anyone able to do folk art? Please let me Pam know. 

Does anyone have any fruit trees that I could have some fruit for making 

jams? Please let Pam know. 

Pam Brock 

Photos for the 150th Anniversary                                                    

(NEED MORE URGENTLY) 

Dear Friends, 

I am looking for photos of young people who will be around for the 

200th  Anniversary to make a collage for “The Future”. 

Children and grandchildren would be great and of course many of you 

are young at heart  but  do you think you might still be around when St 

Paul’s turns 200 in 2071? I know I won’t be but you might be. 

If you could loan these photos to me I promise I will look after them and                 

return them to you as soon as I can.  I am hoping to have everyone in 

this age group represented so please have a good look through your 

photo collections. 

Thank you                                                                                                                               

Rosemary 
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Congratulations to the Newly 

Baptised! 

Today, we welcome into the family of 

God, the Church, through the sacra-

ment of Holy Baptism, Matilda Maree 

Yelland, Ella Weekes and Robyn Gay 

McArthur. 

Please pray for Matilda, Ella and 

Robyn, their parents, godparents and 

sponsors that they may know God’s 

presence in their lives and be             

enfolded with God’s love. 

Thank you note  

Yolande, Giselle, Rami and all the        

family would like to thank Fr James,                  

Fr Michael, Rosemary, Caroline, Judith 

Joy, Vanessa, Pam for ringing the bells 

and all who helped to make the                      

service such a beautiful tribute to Paul 

and consolation to us all. We also like 

to thank all who attended.   

The link to Shine Chorus concert's live stream 

https://www.y    outube.com/watch?v=fqdEZ2ux_Oc&t=2679s 

Booking forms available at the back of the church for the 

Sesquicentenary Dinner and book 

If you would like to join us for the 150th Anniversary dinner or to order a 

soft or hard copy book, please pick up a form from the back of the church 

and return it by next Sunday 20th of June to the sidesperson (Jane and 

Tara Cordina). Thank you.  

Alternatively see p.17.  

The flowers in the sanctuary                     

today are in loving memory of  

                                                                 

Jean Margaret Rose Fuller  

 

  

 

 

 

Whose year’s mind is on                  

Wednesday 16th of June  

Always remembered and very much 

missed by her husband Alan and all 

her family. 

 

Rest eternal grant unto her                      

O Lord,                                                                                                       

and let light perpetual shine 

upon her. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi3h-Ksyf7ZAhUKxLwKHdJ4DUUQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Flaoblogger.com%2Fbaby-girl-religious-baptism-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw3JTvmsfE_l7x-jQdft3LDc&ust=152176144
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 71,687.65 

A THANK YOU CARD 

We received a thank you card from                   

Steve, one of the parish pantry guest in             

appreciation from all the help he has 

received from the parish pantry.   
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 30)                                        

- By Kerin Brown  

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Child Jesus with his Parents – Bell Tower 

Almost all of our knowledge of Joseph comes from Matthew’s gospel.   

There is the long genealogy of Jesus at the beginning of the first chap-

ter, concluding with …Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was 

born… then the story of Jesus’ conception and birth.   Joseph is be-

trothed to Mary but before they came to live together she was found to 

be with child.  He was unwilling to expose her to public disgrace – per-

haps the family would have expected this – but instead planned to dis-

miss her quietly. But an angel of the Lord came to him in Dream Number 

1 and told him to take Mary as his wife because her child is from the Ho-

ly Spirit. And Joseph does everything that the angel directs him to do.  
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Dream Number 2, an angel appears again, and tells him to flee with his 

family to Egypt.  And he does it. In Dream Number 3, an angel bids him 

return them to Israel.  And he does it.  Then in Dream Number 4, he’s 

warned away from there, and told to take them to Nazareth in Galilee.  

And he does it. Each time an angel of the Lord directs Joseph how he 

must protect his wife and the holy child, and each time he obeys with-

out question, without hesitation. 

Joseph’s job was as adoptive father and protector of the holy child.  In 

our window, on Joseph’s side, he gazes lovingly at this child, who holds 

his father’s carpenter’s tool in his hand.  In Mary’s window, she and the 

child Jesus look to heaven. 

Most of Mary’s story comes from Luke’s gospel.  When we first meet 

her, Mary is also visited by an angel – the angel Gabriel, who announc-

es to her that she will conceive and bear a son, who will be called Son 

of the Most High.  Marys asks how can this be, as she is a virgin?  Ga-

briel says to her that the Holy Spirit will come upon her, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow her… 

And Mary gives her answer without further question, without hesita-

tion: “Here I am, the servant of the lord; let it be with me according to 

your word.” (Luke 1:38) 

Like Joseph, Mary is trusting and steadfast.  Like Joseph, Mary listens to 

an angel, accepts the angel’s message, trusts in God and obeys.  Un-

derstanding comes later, if at all.  

These windows were created by grateful parishioners in remembrance 

of Arthur Robert Bartlett, Rector of this parish 1886-1996, who died 14th 

April 1923. 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 
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Garden Mosaics 

The small team of people who have 

been working on the mosaic to      

celebrate 150th Anniversary of the 

church are also creating mosaics to 

adorn the garden. You will have               

already seen one of the artworks 

attached to the flower pot opposite 

the north porch. 

The photos show some of the ones 

completed which will go into the 

church grounds. There are more 

which we are creating for the                 

outside seats and birdbath. These 

will also be available for                                     

sponsorship on completion. 

We would like people to sponsor 

them as either memorials or                   

celebrations. The cost would                    

include a plaque to accompany 

them. The sponsorship of these is 

also to raise funds towards the hall 

roof. All the labour has been                      

volunteered.   

There are various suggested prices  

Mosaic pot opposite north porch: 

$150 for each installed cross  

Opus Pavers: base price to be inset 

$450 

Random Pavers: still being created 

$250 see photos  

Birdbath: still being created $500 

You might wish to combine costs to 

cover any one of the artworks and 

all names can go onto the plaque? 

The pavers will be on display in the 

hall for you to see and make a                     

selection.  

Opus Pavers 

Faith Hope Love to be installed                  

together in front of the maple tree 

opposite the western door of the 

church 

CHI RHO ALPHA & OMEGA (Chi 

Rho are the first letters of Christ in 

Greek (Ch and r). This symbol is used 

a lot in Orthodox iconography. 

Alpha and Omega are the first and 

last letters in the Greek alphabet 

(Jesus said that he was the beginning 

and the end, the alpha and omega). 

Canterbury Cross has been                    

sponsored  

FAITH, HOPE, LOVE have been 

sponsored 

If you would like to know more 

about these mosaics or want to 

sponsor any of them please speak 

to Pam  
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The seat where the mosaic (photo on the right) will be installed  

the pavers to be placed in front on the slab  

The seat where the mosaic (photo on the right) will be installed  
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What is happening at St Paul’s 
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Here is the link to pre-order (and pay for) the book: 

A History of St Paul's, Hosted online, 6th of May | Humanitix  

Alternatively see p.9 

https://events.humanitix.com/a-history-of-st-paul-s?_ga=2.95422236.1466894060.1621211404-1437079481.1621211404
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1 Samuel 15.34 – 16.13; Psalm 20; 

2 Corinthians 5.6-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 4.26-34 

Today the Psalmist tells us not to put our trust in 

apparently strong things, such as chariots and 

horses because they  only lead to ruin. Far better, 

he writes, to trust in the name of the Lord our 

God. That leads to our being made strong and our 

standing upright. How great it is to know that trusting in God will lead to 

a secure future. 

 Pray that you will always trust in the Lord, the only sure hope that we 

have. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Alliance for 

Development, Relief and Advocacy. 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

       THANK YOUS  

 Thank you to the parishioners who have given so generously to the 

roof appeal. We have had further donations this week. 

 Thank you to St Luke’s Enmore’s Op Shop for their  generous dona-

tion to the Parish Pantry. It is very timely and will go a long way to  

help purchase food for the pantry.  

 Thank you to the person who has planted a new lemon tree & a new 

mango tree for us. 

 Thank you to Gracepoint who contributed a lot of food to the pantry.  
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking the 

Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  the 

purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical as we 

get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk contamination 

of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small packets of sugar, 

500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and the small bottles/

packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that you 

have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We have a nice 

collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up the good work 

(So far we have $1500 to claim for this month). 

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.  

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

First Community Choir @ St Paul’s Family/Community Concert                 

Friday 25th June  

School Holidays: 26th June - 11th July (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes:14th July 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Long life milk 

Cereal  

Spam 

Rice   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

Open plate:$1405 

On line giving:$725    

Parish Pantry:$250 

Donation from St Luke’s Enmore for PP: $500 

Donation  from Shine Chorus: $1000 

Donation for the hall roof: $2000 

Building Fund: $10 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$5890 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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BOOK REVIEWS  

BOOK 1: Desmond Tutu: A spiritual biography of South                 

Africa’s confessor - By Michael Battle 

The path of union with God, and ubuntu, is Desmond Tutu’s way, writes 

John D. Davies 

THE name of Desmond Tutu is known around the world. We might well 

feel that his life-story needs no new exposition. But Michael Battle comes 

to his subject with special resources. 

He is an Afro-American academic theologian, who has made a special 

study of Christian spirituality, giving particular attention to St Augustine 

and St Bernard of Clairvaux. He came as a young man from the United 

States to South Africa as the apartheid regime was finally collapsing; he 

was ordained priest by Archbishop Tutu, and stayed on the Archbishop’s 

staff for about five years as his Chaplain. 

So, although he did not experience the specific cruelties against black 

people during the worst period of the racist rule, he was very close to          

Dr Tutu during the time when the latter was becoming known as the                  

inspirer and manager of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. In this 

very thorough book of nearly 400 closely packed pages, he brings a  

special lens to the understanding of Dr Tutu’s inner resources and                   

motivations, in terms of Christian spirituality. 

Any account of Dr Tutu which does not include his spiritual motivation is 

bound to be incomplete; as Battle points out, on any ordinary working 

day, Dr Tutu would spend eight hours in silence and in communion with 

his Master. Therein is the clue to his extraordinary resilience, and to his 

productive energy (the book’s bibliography lists 168 books, pamphlets, 

and other publications). 

Battle sees Dr Tutu as South Africa’s “confessor” — in a very exact                      

application of that label. In Dr Tutu’s life-story, Battle identifies the classic 

succession of phases of “purgation, illumination, and union”. So the book 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  
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is valuable as offering a working model of the application of the classic 

analysis of spiritual process as both a personal and a corporate instru-

ment. 

Professor Battle is clear that classic Western spirituality, though a very 

fruitful instrument, cannot be held accountable for all that Dr Tutu is. Dr 

Tutu brings from Africa two vital further resources: 

First, he is a great storyteller — and a joker — in a less insane                            

environment he could have made a good living as a comedian. He can 

puncture pretentious nonsense, whether in ecclesiastical systems or in 

political manipulation. 

Second, he has brought his deep awareness of the primal African value of 

ubuntu, the sense that we are persons through our relationship with             

persons. This can deliver spirituality from any tendency to concentrate 

merely on oneself; it gives priority to forgiveness, and it insists on                       

realism in reconciliation; thus it gives meaning and substance to the 

place of “union” as a final element in the mystical process that Battle 

takes as the basis of his map of interpretation. And it informs his                       

understanding of “heaven” in a particularly enlightening conclusion of 

Dr Tutu’s world-view. 

Battle recognises that apartheid was, primarily, a spiritual rather than just 

a political reality. Christian spirituality affirms the existence of evil: under 

the apartheid regime, the final petition of the Lord’s Prayer had a very 

definite relevance. Dr Tutu and his colleagues knew this only too well, 

and this was profoundly the case for many years before Battle came on to 

the scene. 

And it was not confined to South Africa. British political and financial                 

interests had much responsibility in the fostering of the noxious state of 

civil war which tore the Zulu people apart and almost disabled the 1994 

election process. This brought vilification on to Tutu personally,                     

wounding him and his Church. “Principalities and powers” operated on 

both a personal and international level; and this provided a significant  

element in the spiritual process that the author identifies as “purgation”. 
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As a working example of the use of classical mystical formulation,            

Battle’s book is both unique and valuable. I would not say that without his 

kind of analysis there can be no valid appreciation of Dr Tutu; but the use 

of Dr Tutu as an example does give a practical and usable model for the 

application of the mysticism of authorities such as St Bernard. Without 

such an example, the writings of the mystics can seem to be theoretical 

and abstract, inaccessible to ordinary mortals who have little fluency in 

such terminology. 

In Battle’s vision, however, with his claiming of the insights of ubuntu, the 

application of the mystical process is not just for one person’s salvation; 

it represents the process that has been happening corporately in South 

Africa. Under Dr Tutu’s guidance, that country has been experiencing 

purgation, illumination, and union. The process has not been either        

complete or consistent, but it has been real, and is both perceptible and        

recreative. And, while Dr Tutu has not been the sole enabler or inspirer, 

he has brought a personal spiritual discipline and interpretative world-

view to bear on a chaotic and dehumanising situation. 

If there is any sense in which South Africa can be said to have                       

experienced salvation, the Archbishop’s ministry has to be recognised 

as a vital element in the process. For this, Battle’s identification and          

clarification of the process is a valuable interpretative tool, for both         

personal and corporate reflection. It becomes an inspiration for           

thanksgiving, and a model for Christians in recognising something of the 

ways of God with us. 

The Rt Revd John D. Davies was a mission priest and university                 

chaplain in South Africa from 1956 until his residence permit was             

cancelled in 1970. 
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BOOK 2: Women of the Catacombs, edited and translated  

- by Wallace L. Daniel 

These memoirs witness to the endurance of faith, says Xenia Dennen 

SOVIET propaganda claimed that religion would fade away in its               

vaunted “brave new world” where Marxism-Leninism held sway. But it did 

not. Why this was so, why Christianity survived persecution in the  Soviet 

Union, is to a great extent explained by the lives and religious faith of 

those presented to us in Women of the Catacombs by Vera Iakovlevna Va-

silevskaia (1902-75), whose memoirs form three-quarters of this book, by 

her cousin Elena Semenovna Men (1908-78), whose short memoir forms 

the remaining quarter, and by the Orthodox priests — Fr Serafim Batiukov 

(1879-1942) and Fr Pyotr Shipkov (1881-1959) — who are the focus of 

these memoirs. 

The original texts were circulated as typescripts or samizdat (self-

published) during the Soviet period, with a preface by the remarkable 

Russian Orthodox priest Fr Aleksandr Men (son of Elena), who was                 

murdered in 1990. They are now presented in an English translation, with 

expert commentary and explanations in an introduction and footnotes by 

the editor, Dr Wallace Daniel, who also published a biography of Fr                

Aleksandr in 2016. 

Part of the Russian Orthodox Church, which refused all compromise with 

the state during the early years of the Soviet regime, functioned in secret, 

preserving an intense form of Christianity which was extraordinarily 

powerful and attracted Vera and Elena, both Jews by birth, and led them 

to be baptised. The dangers faced by those who worshipped in this               

catacomb Church nurtured a faith that was unquenchable; indeed,              

persecution seems to have intensified this faith. In Vera’s words “Do not 

holy places, desecrated and ravaged, really become for us still more             

sacred. . .” 

Both Fr Serafim and Fr Pyotr had the gift of discernment and belonged to 

an Orthodox tradition of spiritual guidance called starchestvo or              

eldership, which is best known to a Western readership through the        
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character of Fr Zosima in Dostoev-

sky’s novel, The Brothers Karamazov. 

In the presence of these two priests, 

Vera writes, you felt protected; their 

eyes could “see straight through 

you”; they sanctified their environ-

ment; “the very air, furnishings, and 

walls participated in the divine                

service”. 

The socio-political background to 

the lives of Vera and Elena, both                    

during the pre-revolutionary period 

and afterwards in the 1920s, 1930s, 

and during the Second World War, 

adds a rich texture to these                

memoirs. Vera, a highly intelligent, 

complex personality, who loves                

poetry and music, describes her 

school with its remarkable teachers 

and the anti-Semitism in society at 

the time. Her cousin explains how, 

despite violent opposition from her 

Jewish parents, she is drawn to 

Christianity and joins a group of 

Baptists in Kharkov, before she later 

discovers Russian Orthodoxy 

through Fr Serafim. 

Vera, too, becomes interested in 

Christianity through conversations 

with “a seeker after truth”, who was 

not Russian Orthodox, but Lutheran, 

and whom she first met in 1917. She 

is eventually introduced to Fr                

Serafim by Elena. 

Both women experience the double 

life that a believer has to live under 

a communist regime: Elena                      

describes a demonstration when   

anti-religious songs were sung, and 

her relief when someone in the 

crowd sees her face and says, “I also 

believe in God.” Once for Vera,             

Passion Sunday fell on 1 May, when 

it was obligatory to join a May Day 

parade; she, too,  experiences a 

painful tension and writes: “Having 

found myself among my comrades 

from work, I felt with special                

sharpness, the false pretences of my 

situation. . . I was seemingly with 

them, but in reality, I lived in              

another world”. 

During a pilgrimage to Diveevo, the 

location of a convent founded by the 

19th-century saint St Serafim, and 

closed by the Soviet authorities, 

Vera walked to where the saint had 

prayed deep in the forest. She               

noticed springs that had been filled 

in with earth and from which the wa-

ter was starting to bubble up again. 

In Women of the Catacombs, we are 

shown how, like those springs, the 

Christian faith in a hostile Soviet en-

vironment could not be destroyed. 

Xenia Dennen is a Russian special-

ist, and chairman of Keston Institute, 

Oxford. 
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BOOK 3: Karl Barth: A life in conflict, by Christiane Tietz, 

translated - by Victoria Barnett 

Natalie Watson reviews a book that adds to the understanding of Barth 

THERE is little doubt that Karl Barth (1886-1968) was one of the most                 

important characters in the landscape of theology not only in the                  

German-speaking world, but throughout the Christian West. The man who 

re-invented Protestant theology after the First World War and thereby          

influenced a whole generation of Evangelical pastors in Germany and his 

native Switzerland was, however, also a divisive figure, someone who             

frequently found himself at the centre of conflict and controversy, both 

theological and political. It is, therefore, appropriate that this remarkable 

new biography of Karl Barth is subtitled A life in conflict. 

These conflicts and the theological texts that emerged from them mark 

the milestones in Barth’s life, beginning with the two rather different          

editions of his theological commentary on Paul’s letter to the Romans, 

published in 1919 and 1922 respectively, which are regarded as the                 

beginning of Barth’s dialectical theology, followed by Theological                       

Existence Today!, Barth’s commentary on the situation of the Church in 

Germany after the National Socialists seized power, published in the           

summer of 1933, and his responses to the Cold War, written from Switzer-

land to pastors in East Germany and Hungary. 

Christiane Tietz follows Barth’s life chronologically, placing his work in 

context and in its relationship to his personal and political environments. 

It is, however, helpful that she devotes a whole chapter to the Church             

Dogmatics, that unrivalled and also unfinished recasting of systematic                

theological thinking. The first volume appeared in 1932 when Barth was 

professor in Bonn, and the final volume was published as a fragment in 

1967. She also puts some of Barth’s more accessible texts, such as                     

Dogmatics in Outline (English translation, SCM Press, 1949), in their               

contexts, and locates his theological friends (such as Eduard Thurneysen) 

and foes (such as Emil Brunner). 
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This is, of course, not the first bio-

graphical work to be published on 

Barth, but it is a necessary addition 

to what has been written so far. 

Eberhard Busch’s Karl Barth: His life 

from letters and autobiographical 

texts was published within a dec-

ade of the master’s death by his 

personal assistant. Tietz has the ad-

vantage of access to a much wider 

range of material, but also of dis-

tance, not only from the subject 

himself, but also from his contem-

poraries. While Busch hints at the 

complexity of Barth’s relationship 

with his long-time assistant and 

leaves the reader to read between 

the lines, Tietz is able to be far more 

explicit about the ménage à trois 

between Barth, his wife, Nelly, and 

his co-worker and mistress,                

Charlotte von Kirschbaum. 

If conflict is the key theme for Tietz’s 

work, then this is nowhere more ex-

plicit than in the two long chapters 

at the heart of the book which map 

Barth’s theological, personal, and 

political journey between 1930            

and 1945. 

Chapter 10, “‘A Swissman in the 

Middle of Germany’: Bonn, 1930”,  

is a masterpiece in its own right. It 

maps Barth’s early engagement 

with the rise of National Socialism, 

his involvement in the Barmen Syn-

od of the Confessing Church, and 

also his eventual return to his native 

Switzerland. This is followed by a 

chapter mapping Barth’s first ten 

years back in Basel and his engage-

ment with and practical support of 

the Confessing Church in Germany. 

Tietz is Professor for Systematic 

Theology at the University of Zurich. 

She presents Barth as a Swiss Re-

formed theologian who spent a sub-

stantial part of his working life in 

Germany. In many ways, Tietz’s 

book is a very German piece of 

work. It is meticulously researched 

and thoroughly referenced 

(Chapter 10 alone has 423 end-

notes!) and will become a standard 

text for all engaging with Barth’s 

theology for generations to come. 

Yet this would not be possible were 

it not for the mediation of a highly 

competent translator, in this case 

Victoria Barnett, better known for 

her work on Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

Barth’s theology can be described 

as epoch-making. Even if Tietz’s 

book does not necessarily explain 

why, it certainly sheds light on how 

this happened. 

Dr Natalie K. Watson is a theologi-

an, editor, and writer based in                       

Peterborough. 
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BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR  
@ ST PAUL’S 

Have you missed singing ? 

Do you like to sing along in the car, on your iPod or in the  

supermarket, or in the shower? 

 

Please come and join others who love to sing too! 

 

The Community Choir is back, on Wednesday evenings in the Small Hall (behind 
the Large Hall). We would love you to come and join us. 5.30pm – 6.30pm 

 

This Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing any type of music 

regardless of ability or experience and there are no auditions., nor do you 

have to be able to read music.  

 

What is special about this choir?  

We want it to be a celebration of the diversity of our community and without 

any barriers to entry. 

 

Choir members will be asked to pay a small weekly fee  - whatever you can 

afford. $10. $5 0r $0, to cover the costs of the music etc. 

 

We are also looking for Foundation Members who would be willing to sponsor  

two or three choir members by donating $20 per week 

 

Any surplus funds that it makes will go to support the work of the Parish Pantry. 

  

DIRECTOR:  Mrs Barbara Stone, retired Principal MLC School, Burwood. 

 

CONDUCTOR: Mrs Karen Carey of the film - Mrs Carey’s Concert 

 

If you are interested in learning more please contact our Registrar Rosemary  

King on 97474327 or just come along at 5.30pm  
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate; for 

Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected 

Archbishop of Sydney; for Michael 

Stead, our Regional Bishop; and for all 

the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer,      

Pray for,  The Church of Nigeria 

(Anglican Communion)  

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and 

all its future endeavours, that through it 

we may glorify you with your Father and 

the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever. 

Amen. 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, Today we pray 

especially for the world that it may 

experience peace and justice.  

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; Anthony 

Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, 

David Morgan; Alister & Sally Palmer; 

Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane 

Smith; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie, 

Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Bruce May and Paul Philips 

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.  

Pray, too, for, Colin Frederick Pearce, 

Dr. Earle Wynne Connolly, Collin Jack 

McPherson, Geoffrey Alymore  Browne, 

Septimus Albert Raverty, Lorna   

Whitley, Annamarie Elizabeth Bunsell, 

Evelyn Beatrix Blackman and Jean 

Margaret Rose Fuller & for any others 

whose year’s mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Tuesday 15th June - Evelyn Underhill, spiritual writer (d.1941) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

