Welcome to worship
Sunday 13 th November 2022
Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
8.00am
9.30am
10.30am

W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday
ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
for Today
Isaiah 65.17-25
A song of Isaiah (APBA P.391)

2 Thessalonians 3.6-13
Luke 21.5-19

Year C

The First Reading
The Psalm

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

The Epistle

Jeremiah 23.1-6
Song of Zechariah
(APBA P.10 or 425
Colossians 1.11-20

The Gospel

Luke 23.33-43
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive the
wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like to
guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you
not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving
from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread
only.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not
receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread into the
cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in contact
with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands than
through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In addition,
the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be consumed
before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually the Chalice
Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine that has had
multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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News from St Paul’s …
Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at
St Paul’s.
The following services will be offered:

•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us
to remain connected to God and to each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s
people at St Paul’s and beyond.

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Fr James

Flowers as a Memorial
Decorating our church with flowers is one way to remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special
event. If you would like to give flowers in memory of
a loved one, or as an offering of thanksgiving please
contact Judith Laurence the week prior to the date
at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 and
contact Caroline in the parish office at
office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial
notice in the pew bulletin.
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Trading Table
The Trading Table made $67.50 last Sunday. This includes sale of the latest
Epistle (Michaelmas – Christ the King). It is available for the very reasonable
price of $7.
We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see below
for the varieties), plants etc.
Butters
Lemon, Lime
Chutneys/Pickles
Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Choko Chutney, Quince & Apple
Sauce, Banana & Date Chutney, Pumpkin & Sesame Chutney, Paw Paw & Green
Paw Paw Chutney
Jams
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple
Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce, Spiced
Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw/
Pineapple & Ginger Jam, Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam, Blueberry Jam,
Strawberry, Strawberry & Apple
Marmalades
Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Rum & Raisin,Orange/
Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Cranberry, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger &
Gin, Orange & Passion fruit Jelly, Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit),
Citrus Jelly, Chai Spiced Grapefruit, Mandarin, Mandarin with Drambui,
Mandarin with Cardomen & Ginger, Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat
Moroccan Style, Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat

Spinach is back in season, lovely and fresh from the garden $3 a bunch
A wonderful assortment of plants are available
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each
Thank you for your support
Pam Brock
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Red Poppies for sale. $3 each or 2 for $5
We have these beautiful poppies knitted by Emily
Watkins and Julie Ryan for us, to be worn on
today, when we celebrate Remembrance Day.
Thank you to Emily and Julie.

Parish Prayer List
At St Paul’s, we pray by name for people who have either asked for our
prayers or for whom someone else has made a request. This list is
updated every 3 months or when we receive a new request. Some
names are on our list on a long-term basis while others reflect a more
immediate need and are short term.
We will only be reading the names on the short-term list in the
services but the whole list will still be included in the printed prayers
for parishioners to use throughout the week. The full list of names will
be read in our midweek service.
Names can be added to or removed from the lists at any time.

Bishop Michael Stead visiting St Paul’s in December
On Sunday 4th December, we will be visited by our Regional Bishop,
the Bishop of South Sydney, the Right Reverend Michael Stead.
He will preach at both 8.00am and 9.30am. This will be his first visit
since 2019 because of the COVID restrictions.

THANK YOUS
Life has been extra busy around the parish in these last couple of
weeks. If you look in the Rectory Garden you will see that the fruit trees
have been pruned and the prunings have gone from the last several
weeks will be gone. Thank you to everyone who has been involved in
this task that has been going on for several weeks now.
Thank you to the people who have installed the hand rails going down
to the room under the stage. It is much safer now.
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Thank you to the person who is carrying out an audit on the
Columbarium. This is a tedious, exacting and unseen but necessary job.
Then of course was there was the wonderful film of the highlights of our
sesquicentenary services. Thankyou to Lennie and John who worked so
hard to produce a wonderful feast of sight and sound. Thank you Carolyn
and her team for the food which just kept coming.
A special thank you to this last week’s Tuesday Pantry Team. As they
were short handed they had to work extra hard and they gave out 82
bags in an hour – a record. Unfortunately they had to close the pantry at
10.30am because there was not enough food left. (The Pantry was
restocked and opened again on Thursday)

From the Archbishop:
Bishop Jeremy James elected as the next Bishop of
Willochra
Congratulations to Bishop Jeremy on the news of his election as the next
Bishop of Willochra. The Diocese of Willochra has today announced the
election of Bishop Jeremy by its Synod.
More information will come in the days ahead, but for now I know that
we in the Diocese of Perth assure Bishop Jeremy of our love and prayers
for him, and also our prayers for all in Willochra, as he begins to prepare
for this new ministry to which he has been called and chosen.
Father, you raise up bishops in your church to feed your flock:
give abundantly to Jeremy the gifts of your Holy Spirit
as he prepares for this new ministry among the people
of the Diocese of Willochra.
May he minister in your household as a true servant of Christ
and steward of your holy mysteries, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Grace and peace
Kay
The Most Reverend Kay Goldsworthy AO
Archbishop
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Fire Protection System in the Church
St Paul’s has been awarded a NSW Heritage Grant of $41,000 for the
installation of a fire protection system for the church. This is a dollar for
dollar grant which means that we have to raise another $41,000. To date
we have raised $24,890 meaning that we only have $16,110. Well done
everyone we are nearly there.
Tax deductible donations can be made to the National Trust Account.
Cheques can be made out to:

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street, Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a
donation in an envelope and label with National
Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.

$41,000

$24,890

We are seeking to ensure that the entire precinct
(that is, the Church, the Rectory, the Hall, and the
grounds) is refurbished and maintained to the
highest standard and your help is greatly
appreciated.
Thank you.
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INDOORS
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Parish Advent Luncheon
Tickets are now available for the Advent luncheon on
Sunday 27th November at 12noon in the Parish Hall.
Cost: $35 per head
Fruit punch included, bring your own alcohol
The tickets will be available after the 8am and 9.30am services or from the
Trading Table in the hall
Please indicate any special dietary requirements when purchasing
your ticket.
"Please get your tickets now for catering purposes".
All enquiries to Pam Brock 0402547892
The flowers in the church today are to the glory of God
and in loving memory of

John Turner Watkins

Dearly loved and missed by his family

Rest eternal grant unto him O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine upon him.
12
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For General & Offertory

Donations

Offertory -

BSB:

032 062

Collection given at St Paul’s this
week and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $2,521.50
≈ Parish Pantry: $90
≈ Money raised from the 150th
Anniversary film: $1385

Account #:

250028

TOTAL OF GIVING:$3,996.50

please use this account details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church

For Parish Pantry

AND For Community Choir

Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Donations
please use this account details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector
and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be used at
their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.00am-11.30am.
With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now
spending in excess of $700 per week.
Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this
costs us $200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir
who are now picking up the tab for this.
ITEMS MOST NEEDED
Plain flour
With the current cost of living and food
shortages,
Breakfast
cereal we are now spending
in excess of $600 per week.
Long life milk
2 minute noodles
Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs us $200
Complete meals in a box or a tin
per week. Our thanks to the community
Choir
who are
picking
Spreads
eg honey,
jam,now
peanut
butterup
the tab for this.
Margarine
Sweet and Savoury biscuits
Sugar
Salt
Cooking oil
Margarine
Rice wine
Soy sauce
Large tins of tuna
Rice and pasta
Pasta sauce
Tinned tomatoes
Fresh eggs

WOMEN’S Toiletries
Soaps
Deodorant
Safety razors
Tooth brushes & paste
Shampoo & conditioner
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have
mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad
your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for
war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family
and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Paul’s Coat of Arms
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

St Paul’s Church Archive Search
The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked
regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time
consuming in many cases.
We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150
per search and could include a copy of documents.
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Burwood Community Choir
The Burwood Community Choir has started working on their Christmas
concert.
New members are welcome. Please contact Barbara Stone, Director, on
barbarastoneam@gmail.com if you would like to join the choir.

Christmas and January Services times
Our Christmas Eve Service (‘Midnight Mass’) will be
at 9.30 p.m. and our Christmas Day Service will be at
9.00 a.m. After Christmas there will be just the one
Service on Sundays in January at 9.00 a.m. with refreshments available after
the Service. This will be the pattern until the Choir returns on Sunday the
29th of January when we will revert to our 8.00 a.m. Said Eucharist and our
9.30 a.m. Choral Eucharist. There will be NO Wednesday Services until
February.

Isaiah 6517-25; A Song of Isaiah (APBA p
391);
2 Thessalonians 3.6-13; Luke 21.5-19


Jesus tells us that in a chaotic world, by our
endurance we will gain our souls. May we
persevere to the end living lives that are pleasing to God, worthy of the promises of Christ.


Pray for strength to follow Jesus, no matter how confused or
confusing the circumstances around.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of
Kenya.

Text: Robert McLean© Anglican Board of Mission, 2022
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Church leaders condemn Russian air raids
- By JONATHAN LUXMOORE
Perpetrators will answer to God, says Ukrainian council
CHURCH leaders have denounced Russian missile and drone attacks
on Ukraine’s energy and water supplies.
“While we pray for the victims and ask God to bless our defenders, we
also appeal to the international community and the world’s religious
leaders to condemn these acts of state terror,” said the All-Ukrainian
Council of Churches and Religious Organisations, which includes Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Protestant leaders, as well as Jews and
Muslims.
“All who participate in these brutal attacks on peaceful cities — the
leaders who give orders, the direct perpetrators and all who justify
such acts of inhuman cruelty — must know they will answer before Almighty God and be punished for their crimes.”
The council was reacting to renewed Russian strikes against civilian
targets in Kyiv and other cities, which wrecked power and water supplies in the approach to winter. President Zelensky confirmed that one
third of Ukraine’s power stations had now been destroyed, leaving
more than 1000 urban areas without electricity.
The Primate of the independent Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Epiphany (Dumenko), said at the weekend that the country’s
defenders were counting on the Virgin Mary’s “protection and
strength” in their “victorious fight” against “Russian invaders and
murderers”.
In support, the Paris-based archdiocese for Russian Orthodox communities in Western Europe again urged Patriarch Kirill of Moscow to call
for an end to the “fratricidal war”, now in its eighth month, saying that
Russian and Ukrainian Christians had reacted with “pain and
19

incomprehension” to his September pledge that invading soldiers would
gain remission for their sins if slain.
Meanwhile, the Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church in Estonia, Metropolitan Eugene (Reshetnikov), became the latest Baltic prelate to rebuke the Patriarch. In an open letter, the Metropolitan told government
officials that his faithful also rejected Patriarch Kirill’s pro-war stance.
Patriarch Kirill, however, has accused the West of seeking to “destroy and
conquer” Russia, and insisted that Ukraine belonged to the “Russian
world”. Preaching at a Moscow liturgy on 14 October, he warned that
forces were “rising up again” to “destroy and conquer Russia”, and assured his country’s troops that the Virgin Mary would watch over them.
“All this is clothed today in other verbal forms — but behind it remains
the indelible dream of those who attacked Russia from the West: to
destroy our sovereignty, deprive us of freedom, and then use all the
resources of the world’s richest country for their own purposes,” the
Patriarch said. He praised President Putin’s commitment to “solidarity,
mutual assistance, kindness, and justice” in a birthday message in early
October.
“This is no time for doubts — today is the time to mobilise our spiritual
forces, asking the Lord and the purest Queen of Heaven to give our
people strength from above to stop the enemy and protect our Fatherland’s borders.”
In a new book, I Ask You in the Name of God: Ten prayers for a future of
hope”, published on Tuesday, the Pope warned that the Ukrainian conflict highlighted the need for “better multilateralism”, and that
“manipulated wars” were especially unjust when “false pretexts were
created” for attacking another country.
“We are witnessing a third world war in fragments, which threatens to
grow and take the form of a global conflict — there is no occasion on
which war can be considered just, and never any place for military
barbarism,” the Pope wrote.
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“That is why I call on the political authorities to stop ongoing wars, not
to manipulate information and not to deceive their peoples in order to
achieve military goals.”
The Vatican Secretary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, told the Italian
weekly magazine Famiglia Cristiana that a truce in Ukraine was “not
only plausible, but also urgent and necessary”, and said that Pope
Francis remained ready to meet Patriarch Kirill to assist peace
negotiations.
This was questioned, however, by Bishop Vitalii Kryvytskyi, who chairs
the RC church-state commission. The Bishop said that he saw “no
glimmer of peace” in the present situation.
“When an aggressor attacks civilians and tries to destroy basic
infrastructure such as electricity, hitting hospitals and neonatal wards,
how can this be defined other than as terrorism?” he told Italian TV last
weekend.
In a debate last week, the UN General Assembly voted overwhelmingly
to condemn Russia’s “attempted illegal annexation” in late September
of four Ukrainian regions, although 35 countries abstained. Russia,
Belarus, Syria, Nicaragua, and North Korea voted against.
Speaking on Tuesday, however, in the Cathedral of the Dormition, in the
Kremlin, after talks with the Orthodox acting secretary-general of the
World Council of Churches (WCC), the Revd Professor Ioan Sauca,
Patriarch Kirill said that Ukraine belonged to the “lands of historical
Russia” and should remain “united by bonds to the Russian Orthodox
Church”.
He continued: “For there to be lasting peace, we need diabolical
thoughts to be eradicated by the power of God from the consciousness
of people who do not strive for the unity of Holy Russia, so everyone will
take responsibility for preserving the spiritual unity of the Russian
world.”
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Professor Sauca said afterwards that the Patriarch was aware of WCC
statements “condemning the war and violence”. His delegation had
come to Moscow “to build bridges of peace and reconciliation and stop
the bloodshed and the danger of nuclear conflagration”.
He also urged Kirill to clarify his “personal position on the war” with a
call to “stop the bloodshed, stop the killing, stop the destruction of infrastructure, and look for peace and reconciliation”.
The WCC communiqué said that the Patriarch seemed unaware of how
his sermons and speeches appeared to offer “theological augmentation
and support for the war”, and that Professor Sauca had asked him to explain how he justified the notions of a “holy war” and “metaphysical war”
in Ukraine.
“As Churches, we are called to be peacemakers and to defend and protect life — war cannot be holy,” Kirill replied.
“But when one has to defend himself and his life, or to give his life for
the lives of others, things look different. . . As St Paul says, our fight is not
against flesh and blood but against the dark powers and authorities of
the world, which confront the values of the gospel. And such powers are
everywhere present, not only in the West.”

‘And a certain woman . . .’ Digging out the story of Lydia
In a new book, Paula Gooder imagines how the story of Lydia might have
unfolded beyond the pages of the New Testament
LYDIA appears very briefly in the Bible, in Acts. The story occurs at a
very important point in the account of Paul’s travels proclaiming the gospel. Paul and Silas travelled through Asia Minor, but were forbidden by
the Holy Spirit from speaking in Phrygia, Galatia, or Bithynia and went
instead to Troas (otherwise known as Troy). During the night, Paul had a
vision in which a man from Macedonia (the region in which Philippi was
located) begged him to come and help.
In response to the dream, Paul and Silas sailed from Troas, via Samothrace, to Neapolis, which was the nearest harbour to Philippi. It was
22

there that they met Lydia, who not
only listened eagerly to what Paul
said, but was baptised by him. Lydia, therefore, was the first
person to become Christian in what
we would now call the West (though
ironically she, herself, was from
Thyatira, in the East).

come Paul and Silas.

From this, a few phrases give us
some key details about Lydia: she
dealt in purple; she was from Thyatira; she was a worshipper of God;
she could be found in a place of
prayer on the sabbath, and had a
house into which she could wel-

LYDIA is most famous, popularly, for
being a dealer in purple, although
even this small detail is not as
straightforward as it might first appear. There are three key strands to
this fact that intertwine and affect
how we view Lydia as a whole: what

There is only one more mention of
Lydia in Acts — or, more accurately,
of her home, since Paul and Silas returned there after their imprisonment, before travelling onwards to
Thessalonica. The only other detail
worth noting is one of absence. DeWhat we know of Lydia is limited to spite the central part she played in
a few phrases in Acts 16.13-15:
Paul’s visit to Philippi, recorded in
Acts 16.13-15, Lydia is entirely ab“On the Sabbath day, we went out of
sent from Paul’s letter to the
the gate beside the river, where we
Philippians.
believed there was a place of prayer, and sitting down we spoke to the We are left to guess whether this
women who were gathered there.
means she has simply moved from
And a certain woman by the name Philippi, or has lost her faith — or,
of Lydia, a dealer in purple from the indeed, her life. I chose to imagine
city of Thyatira, a worshipper of
that she moved away, but later
God, listened. The Lord opened her found the need to return. It allowed
heart to pay attention to the words me to re-include her in Philippi’s
spoken by Paul. After she and her
story, even though she is not menhousehold were baptised, she
tioned in Paul’s epistle. These five
urged us, saying ‘If you have judged key details from Acts 16 are so cenme to be faithful to the Lord, come tral to our story that they will be exand stay at my house.’ And she per- plored in detail here by way of setsuaded us.”
ting the scene.
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kind of purple she traded in; whether she was just a dealer or a
dyer as well; and, connected to this last point, how wealthy this meant
she was.
We need to begin with purple itself. Purple was highly sought after in
the ancient world — it was the colour of kings, and hence of high status.
In the Roman Empire, purple trimming — or, in some instances, the
entire garment dyed in purple — was a sign of status, and was worn by
magistrates, military commanders, and other aristocrats.
Purple was such a symbol of wealth and power that, although it could
only be worn by certain distinguished Romans on their togas, it could be
— and was — used by others in other ways, such as house furnishings.
Purple items were, therefore, expensive and much prized. In the early
fourth century BC, a pound of purple silk was worth three times the
equivalent amount of gold.
There were, however, different kinds of purple. The most famous is
“Tyrian purple”, derived from murex shellfish found on the coast near
Tyre (modern Lebanon), but also all along the eastern Mediterranean
coast. The reddish-purple dye that the snails made was produced by
boiling and grinding thousands of snails (research indicates that 12,000
snails produced around 1.4g of dye).
Although Tyrian (murex) purple was particularly sought after, archaeological evidence indicates that purple was made in other ways, too. One
of those is by using the root of the madder plant. Indeed, Thyatira, which
is said to be where Lydia came from, was known for its growth and production of dye from the madder root.

The shade produced is known today as “Turkey red”, but madder root
has been found in many purple materials from the Roman world. D. E.
Graves argues persuasively that a trader such as Lydia would probably
have sold a variety of different purples: murex purple, madder purple,
and probably others too, maybe even made by mixing different dyes
together.
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This brings us to the question whether Lydia produced the dye, or just
sold it. Some scholars, notably Ivoni Richter Reimer and Luise Schottroff,
argue that Lydia was involved in the production of dye, not just in selling
it, and therefore should not be viewed as wealthy, but as someone who
worked hard to make a living. It is very difficult to tell from the scant evidence available whether Lydia was an importer and retailer (and therefore probably more wealthy), or a producer and labourer (and therefore
probably poorer).
One of the interesting features to observe is that the dyeing process was
a messy and smelly business (murex dye was especially smelly, and
there is evidence that producers struggled to disguise the smell of the
dye on the finished product). Graves therefore supposes that she would
have bought materials to sell from a dyeing plant located well away
from any residential areas.
As a result, I have hypothesised that Lydia sold a variety of purples in
Philippi, but had brought John to Philippi with her to oversee a dyeing
workshop located outside the city. This brings us to the final point of
Lydia’s wealth — or otherwise.
ARGUMENTS about this, in my opinion, stray too close to absolute categories: either she was rich, or she was poor. As a trader, Lydia would
have been, in modern terms, middle-class: neither very rich nor very
poor. She appears to have been wealthy enough to have had a
“house” (Acts 16.15), but not so rich that she could give up trading.
While it is possible, as Reimer and Schottroff argue, that Lydia was much
poorer and working directly in production as well as retail, this would
not explain why Lydia was able to offer hospitality to two people with
apparent ease.
It is worth noting that a few scholars consider Lydia to be unhistorical,
or at the least to be more important as a “type” in the text than as an actual character. These approaches are thought-provoking, as they raise
questions about what Luke was trying to achieve as he wrote Acts.
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Ultimately, I was not persuaded by them, but to anyone who is
interested in the question I would recommend reading A.
Gruca-Macaulay, Lydia as a Rhetorical Construct in Acts (SBL Press,
2016), and S. Matthews, First Converts: Rich pagan women and the
rhetoric of mission in early Judaism and Christianity (Stanford
University Press, 2002).
One of the more curious facts that Acts reports about Lydia is that she
was a “worshipper of God”. The phrase is frustratingly vague and uninformative, and could mean a range of different things. The word translated as “worshipper” comes from the verb sebo, and means to show
reverence or devotion. It occurs eight times in Acts, and is used for
those who have a connection to Judaism (Acts 13.43, and notice especially the reference in Acts 18.4 to Titius Justus,who was a worshipper
of God), but also for those who worship other gods, like Artemis in
Ephesus (Acts 19.27).
In this instance, however, it is unlikely that it means Lydia has a propensity for religious worship (not least as this would describe everyone in
the ancient world), because the Greek says that Lydia was a worshipper of the God. This suggests that the reference is to Lydia’s relationship to Judaism.
The question is what that relationship was. Many scholars conclude that
the phrase refers to Lydia being a “God-fearer”: the term used to describe those who have been attracted to Judaism, but have not converted. The problem is that we know frustratingly little about what this
might mean.
The most common description of this kind of person comes from Acts,
and there is a lively debate about exactly what it refers to — and, indeed, whether “God-fearers” is really a category at all. At the very
least, the phrase “worshipper of God” appears to suggest someone
who is attracted by the tenets of Judaism, and who gathers with others
to reflect on them.
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‘I commend to you Phoebe’
Poor imagination has populated the New Testament with men, Paula
Gooder says. She tells Madeleine Davies about redressing the balance
AT THE end of a recent Channel 4 documentary, Jesus’s Female Disciples, a series of stone women rose from the façade of St Peter’s Basilica
to join the men gazing down on the beetling tourists below. It was a powerful riposte to an earlier scene, in which viewers were shown early sarcophagus carvings depicting the raising of Lazarus. Mary and Martha
were gradually shrunk, before being completely erased.
The presenter, Professor Joan Taylor, observed of Mary: “She’s just a
kind of footstool in the corner.”
Watching the programme, Dr Paula Gooder, a New Testament scholar,
was struck afresh that, 2000 years later, acts of erasure continue to be
performed by our own imaginations.
“Imagine a scene in which we talk about Jesus and his disciples, and you
imagine men and what they were doing,” she observes. “We have to imagine women there, because they were there. How do we begin to get
that more normalised view out to people in churches?”
She is not entirely sure of the answer, but her new book, Phoebe, suggests that it lies, at least in part, in firing imagination with scholarship. It
is the story of the deacon and benefactor named by Paul in Romans 16.
It is not, Dr Gooder emphasises, a novel. She would not presume to call
herself a novelist, and, in any case, there were “constraining factors” that
don’t apply to novels in which the story drives everything.
At the back of the book are detailed notes setting out the scholarship
that underpins every element of the story, from the size and layout of Roman houses to first-century beliefs about honour and shame, and marriage and patronage; even the reliance of ordinary Romans on “takeaway” food stands. Dr Gooder has tried to keep Phoebe “as pegged to
history as far as I can”.
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It is, nevertheless, her first foray into “historical imagination” —
something not usually applied to
Paul’s letters, to the detriment of
our understanding, she suggests.

ly agreement, she says.

Phoebe was a deacon of the church
in Corinth and a wealthy patron.
Her name was normally given to
slaves, “and therefore she would
“Techniques of meditation that we have been a freed slave”. She took
do around Gospel stories will often Paul’s letter from Corinth to Rome,
encourage you to imagine yourself “and therefore was probably the
into the time of Jesus; but you nev- first person who explained it to aner, ever do that around Paul’s letyone who wasn’t Paul.” These four
ters,” she argues. “Just imagining
pieces of information are “gold”,
yourself into what it looked like,
she suggests. “You can’t not do
what it might have been heard like something with that.”
— did you agree? did you not
Persecution, conversion, and
agree? — lifts it off the page.”
intra-church debate are all exThere is, she says, a “good reason”
plored in the book, which contains
for hesitation. “We want to deal in
an affectionate depiction of the
truth, but, if you use careful imagiintimacy and excitement of early
nation, and you use the history you
church communities. But it is
know, you can get access to a difPhoebe’s memories as a slave
ferent form of truth, which is an
which give the book its heart.
emotional, spiritual truth.”
“The harsh reality about being a
DR GOODER, who spent 12 years
woman who was a slave in the first
in ministerial formation before takcentury was that your body wasn’t
ing up her current position as diyour own,” Dr Gooder observes.
rector of mission learning and de“Just as now.” While her scholarly
velopment for the diocese of Birnotes testify to the particularity of
mingham, has long found the twofirst-century customs and beliefs,
verse reference to Phoebe
the story itself contains numerous
“tantalising”. Despite its brevity
nods to modern culture. Women
(easily explained, she says, given
continue to be enslaved, and
that “we are the trespassers into a
abused; debates about the part
bit of private correspondence”),
they play in the Church rage on.
there are various points of scholar28

“It’s a reflection on what prevents a woman who is clearly already in certain levels of leadership from going into another greater form of leadership,” she explains. (Phoebe eventually leads a mission to Spain.) There
remain “some very contextual reasons why some women
struggle to
occupy their role in leadership more than men do”.
A line in the closing pages — “Phoebe has been battling her calling
ever since we met her” — was “definitely autobiographical.
“It is frankly quite hard to be a woman in leadership in the Church,” Dr
Gooder says. “Given half a chance, I would not be high-profile, doing big
speaking events. . . It is apparently what God has called me to do.” Part of
that reticence, she says, is about the fact that, “as a woman, you get a lot
more negative feedback than you do as a man.”
ON TWITTER this year, in response to a cartoon illustrating this
phenomenon, she revealed that, two years ago, she had stepped back
from speaking engagements. It prompted a wave of encouragement and
solidarity, but also the suggestion that it was necessary for women
speakers to have a “wing-person”.

One woman friend recalled “keeping a watch” on Dr Gooder at a clergy
conference when “four male clergy were wrangling with you just before
you were due to speak”. Her friend had to “call time” with five minutes to
go.
“In all honesty, it’s quantity,” Dr Gooder explains. “When you say these
kinds of things, people go ‘Oh dear, she’s a tender flower; a couple of
negative comments and she wobbles.’ We’re not talking a couple. . . If you
count them up over the years, we’re definitely into thousands, about appearance, tone of voice, whether I ought to be doing it, whether I can do
it, whether I understand my theology.”
Initially, she could laugh it off, but, as time went on, she found she was
second-guessing herself. “When I would decide what to wear, I would
think ‘Well, it can’t be a skirt, because people might criticise whether it’s
too short or too long; so then it needs to be trousers, but it can’t be that
type of trousers. . . It starts to erode your soul a little bit.”
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She has recently returned to public speaking: she is addressing Spring
Harvest this year, and is scheduled to appear at Greenbelt in August.
When it comes to supporting women speakers, she advises people not to
approach them with the first thing that comes to mind, but the second,
“because there’s a very, very strong chance that a hundred other people
have said that first thing”. When her children were younger, she found
that at least five people at every conference she attended would ask
whether she was worried about them.
She also advises people to be aware that “people naturally criticise
women more. . . If you want to pick them up, then that’s great, but just say
something positive before you get into the negative.”
DR GOODER is encouraged by a “massive change of culture” in which
many women in their twenties and early thirties have followed her into
scholarship and speaking; but she is also conscious of a “huge drop-off”
in academic progression, so that the number of women entering postgraduate work bears little relation to the undergraduate ratio.
She is also aware that the publication of Phoebe is likely to trigger renewed scrutiny: her choice of central character steps into “hotly contested areas about women’s roles in ministry”. Besides positioning Phoebe
as the exegete of the Letter to the Romans, she introduces Prisca as a
church leader, and Junia as an apostle.
Paul never appears, but remains a powerful off-stage presence, discussed by a community by no means uniformly well-disposed towards
him. “Paul loved to argue so much that he couldn’t understand those who
didn’t, who were in some way undermined or damaged in the process,”
Phoebe muses.
It is one of a number of lines that acknowledge Paul’s divisive character,
while seeking to explain it. “There’s a whole range of Christians who either just think Paul isn’t for them because they’ve had a bad experience
in some way or another, or have never read a book on Pauline scholarship,” observes the author, who has “lost count of the times that I have
been told that Paul is ‘bad for women’”. She disagrees, but describes
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taking “a journey” during her graduate work on Paul, during which she
was taught by the Rt Revd Professor Tom Wright, and “began to see Paul
through Tom’s eyes”.
A MEMBER of the General Synod for ten years, she played a central part
in the passage of the women-bishops legislation, sitting on the drafting
group and steering committee. She appeared distressed, beside Lord
Williams, in a photo taken in the aftermath of the fall of the first Measure,
in 2012. These debates, and those that have taken place during the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission, of which she is also a
member, were in her mind during the writing of Phoebe, she says.
“What I learned from both of those is that you can have a really contentious debate among people you know well in a completely different way
than in a big arena.” Forming relationships changes the debate, she suggests; the difficulty occurs in taking the conversation wider, to those who
haven’t “travelled the distance relationally”. It is striking that, in Phoebe,
heated debates are tempered by interlocutors familiar with the personal
histories of their adversaries. Dr Gooder admits that she “might have
been over-generous” in her depiction: “I think, in a way, I was idealising
how we might do those debates today.” The Galatians were, she notes,
“quite vicious”.
Nevertheless, Phoebe is infused with the author’s affection for the Early
Church. “They were working it out on the hoof,” she explains. “It’s new,
it’s fresh, it’s vibrant. These people had just encountered Jesus, and he’s
made an enormous difference in their lives. . . They’ve got to work out
what does this really mean . . . that’s absolutely captivating.” While every
effort has been expended to engross the reader in the sights and smells
of the first century, there is also the occasional knowing nod, as when
Prisca, on reading the letter, remarks: “I wouldn’t be surprised if people
are still trying to work out what it means in a few months’ time.”
Although she is “desperately” keen to let novelists know that she is not
“a newbie having a go at what you’ve been doing for years”, Dr Gooder
cites historical novelists, including Philippa Gregory, among her
inspirations. “What she has done single-handedly is reintroduce women
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into the history around Henry VIII,” she says. “People are now studying,
for example, Mary Boleyn’s life in a way that they never were before she
wrote The Other Boleyn Girl.”
She hopes that Phoebe will work similarly, to “open up the world of
women and say, ‘They were there: they are just a bit silent.’” When asked
about the great historic Christians who inspired her, Dr Gooder has
tended to reach for people like Paul, “but I do want to be inspired by
female characters.”
Now that Phoebe has been given a voice, she has already identified other
subjects who should populate the Early Church of our imaginations:
Euodia and Syntyche, Paul’s co-workers in Philippians (urged by him to
reconcile), and Lydia, the dealer in purple cloth, converted in the city.
Their stories are, she suggests, “crying out” to be told.

Sign of the times? Here’s why our conversations have
suddenly turned biblical - By David Astle
Sunday School was my first brush with religion, if we discount christening
and Santa Claus. Classes were conducted under the she-oaks at St Alban’s Anglican in Frenchs Forest. The first order of business was colouring in the ostriches and every other couple scaling Noah’s gangplank. It
was fun. I decided to go back.
Adolescence in fact was a churchy time for me. St Alban’s turned into St
David’s Uniting on the Pacific Highway in Lindfield, the lure both Jesus
and an older girl called Brenda who played guitar. I don’t know what happened to Brenda, or Jesus for that matter. Turning 20, I traded the Gospels
for general hell-raising and an arts degree. But the Bible left its mark.
Not just the whole Christian story but the language, the tropes of miracle
and salvation, the everlasting idioms of moving mountains and falling
from grace. And today, as rivers rise and levees trickle, as pestilence
stalks the land, I sense a verbal resurrection of sorts, a new era for all
those Methuselah expressions.
At the 11th hour (Matthew 20:16), scrambling to stem La Niña’s great
flood, our glossary adopts a scriptural vibe. Can you sense it? From
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earthquakes to plague, the last few years have felt like a Ten Commandments sequel where we change the rules and isolation protocols
to stop us biting the dust (Psalms 72:9) – or licking the dust, in some
translations.
Either way, regardless the wording, biblical notions steep our conversations. Most are subtle. Perhaps you don’t acknowledge the Good Book
as your playbook, but God remains omnipresent in your vocab. Or
God’s word at least. As our land of milk and honey (Exodus 3:8) offers
no rest for the wicked (Isaiah 57:21), we are ransacking both testaments
to capture 2022.
Call it a sign of the times, a phrase which also hails from the Gospel. As
do its gloomier cousins of giving up the ghost (Matthew or Mark), or
falling by the wayside (Luke or John). There’s no atheist in a foxhole, as
they say. Hostages are prone to prayer, no matter their religion. The lost
or stranded, the anxious insomniac, the depleted carer, the hand-tomouth freelancer, the desperate family treasurer – more and more of us
are summoning inner strengths, and kinder fates, which often implicates the landlord upstairs.
And His language, from chatrooms to newsrooms. How can editors
avoid the template already drafted by the book of Matthew, the parable
of the wise man building his house on rock? “The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against the house; yet it did
not fall, because it had its foundations on the rock.” Contrast that to the
folly of a sandy subdevelopment, where a glutted Campaspe or swollen
Nepean might see a house “fall with a great crash”.
Call it a sign of the times, a phrase which also hails from the Gospel. As
do its gloomier cousins of giving up the ghost (Matthew or Mark), or
falling by the wayside (Luke or John). There’s no atheist in a foxhole, as
they say. Hostages are prone to prayer, no matter their religion. The lost
or stranded, the anxious insomniac, the depleted carer, the hand-tomouth freelancer, the desperate family treasurer – more and more of us
are summoning inner strengths, and kinder fates, which often implicates the landlord upstairs.
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And His language, from chatrooms
to newsrooms. How can editors
avoid the template already drafted
by the book of Matthew, the parable
of the wise man building his house
on rock? “The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew
and beat against the house; yet it
did not fall, because it had its foundations on the rock.” Contrast that
to the folly of a sandy subdevelopment, where a glutted Campaspe or
swollen Nepean might see a house
“fall with a great crash”.
Call it a sign of the times, a phrase
which also hails from the Gospel.
As do its gloomier cousins of giving
up the ghost (Matthew or Mark), or
falling by the wayside (Luke or
John). There’s no atheist in a foxhole, as they say. Hostages are
prone to prayer, no matter their religion. The lost or stranded, the anxious insomniac, the depleted carer,
the hand-to-mouth freelancer, the
desperate family treasurer – more
and more of us are summoning inner strengths, and kinder fates,
which often implicates the landlord
upstairs.
And His language, from chatrooms
to newsrooms. How can editors
avoid the template already drafted
by the book of Matthew, the parable
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of the wise man building his house
on rock? “The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew
and beat against the house; yet it
did not fall, because it had its foundations on the rock.” Contrast that
to the folly of a sandy subdevelopment, where a glutted Campaspe or
swollen Nepean might see a house
“fall with a great crash”.
Sure, the old-school scenario is
metaphoric. In the Bible’s case, faith
is the bedrock while sand paves the
road of good intentions, but the
analogy is irresistible, God’s prudential policy ready-made for easy
assembly. In the twinkling of an eye
(I Corinthians 15:52), living at our
wit’s ends (Psalms 107:27), we return to the genesis of so many cautionary phrases, the root of the matter (Job 19:28) in a bid to fathom
the powers that be (Romans 13:11).

My last church visit was in June this
year, between the fires and the rain,
escorting mum to St Andrew’s in
Longueville. Faithful to habit, and to
her, I sang the songs and mouthed
the litany, struck by the brickwork’s
glorious acoustics.

Yosemite, Yellowstone glaciers will disappear by 2050
because of global warming, UNESCO says
Some of the world's most famous glaciers will disappear by 2050 due
to global warming, whatever the temperature rise scenario, according
to a UNESCO report.
They include in the Dolomites in Italy, the Yosemite and Yellowstone
parks in the United States and Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.
The United Nations cultural agency UNESCO monitors some 18,600
glaciers across 50 of its World Heritage sites and said that a third of
those are set to disappear by 2050.
While the rest can be saved by keeping global temperature rise below
1.5 degree Celsius relative to pre-industrial levels, in a business-asusual emissions scenario, about 50 per cent of these World Heritage
glaciers could almost entirely disappear by 2100.
World Heritage glaciers as defined by UNESCO represent about 10
per cent of the world's glacier areas and include some of the world's
best-known glaciers, whose loss is highly visible as they are focal
points for global tourism.
The report's lead author, Tales Carvalho, said that World Heritage glaciers lose on average some 58 billion tons of ice every year –
equivalent to the total annual volume of water used in France and Spain
together – and contribute to almost 5 per cent of global observed
sea-level rise.
Mr Carvalho said the single most important protective measure to
prevent major glacier retreat worldwide would be to drastically reduce
carbon emissions.

UNESCO recommends that given the inevitable further shrinking of
many of these glaciers in the near future, local authorities should make
glaciers a focus of policy, by improving monitoring and research and
by implementing disaster risk reduction measures.
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"As glacier lakes fill up, they can burst and can cause catastrophic floods
downstream," Mr Carvalho said.

Christian monastery — possibly more than 1,400 years old
— found off United Arab Emirates' coast
An ancient Christian monastery — possibly dating as far back as the
years before Islam spread across the Arabian Peninsula — has been discovered on an island off the coast of the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
The monastery on Siniyah Island, part of the sand-dune sheikhdom of
Umm al-Quwain, sheds new light on the history of early Christianity
along the shores of the Persian Gulf.
It is the second monastery dating back more than 1,400 years to have
been found in the UAE.
Scholars believe they became lost to history as Christians slowly
converted to Islam as that faith grew more prevalent in the region.
Nowadays, Christians remain a minority across the wider Middle East,
although Pope Francis was arriving in nearby Bahrain on Thursday to
promote interfaith dialogue with Muslim leaders.
For Timothy Power — an associate professor of archaeology at the United
Arab Emirates University, who helped investigate the newly discovered
monastery — the UAE is a "melting pot of nations."
"The fact that something similar was happening here 1,000 years ago is
really remarkable, and this is a story that deserves to be told," he said.
Monastery's foundation dates as early as AD 534

The monastery sits on Siniyah Island, which shields the Khor al-Beida
marshlands in Umm al-Quwain, an emirate some 50 kilometres
north-east of Dubai along the coast of the Persian Gulf.
Siniyah Island has a series of sandbars coming off it, like crooked fingers. On one, to the island's north-east, archaeologists discovered the
monastery.
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Carbon dating of samples found in the monastery's foundation date
between AD 534 and 656.
Islam's Prophet Muhammad was born around 570 and died in 632, after
conquering Mecca, in present-day Saudi Arabia.
Viewed from above, the monastery on Siniyah Island suggests early
Christian worshippers prayed in a single-aisle church at the monastery.
Rooms appear to hold a baptismal font, as well as an oven for baking
bread or wafers for communion rites. A nave also likely held an altar and
an installation for communion wine.
Next to the monastery sits a second building with four rooms, likely
around a courtyard — possibly the home of an abbot or even a bishop in
the early church.
Historians say early churches and monasteries spread along the Persian
Gulf to the coasts of present-day Oman and all the way to India.
Archaeologists have found other similar churches and monasteries in
Bahrain, Iraq, Iran, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.
In the early 1990s, archaeologists discovered the first Christian
monastery in the UAE, on Sir Bani Yas Island, which is now a nature
reserve and site of luxury hotels off the coast of Abu Dhabi, near the
Saudi border.
Similarly, it dates back to the same period as the new find in Umm
al-Quwain.
However, evidence of early life along the Khor al-Beida marshlands in
Umm al-Quwain dates as far back as the Neolithic period, suggesting
continuous human inhabitance in the area for at least 10,000 years, Mr
Power said.

37

The area near the marshland is more known for the low-cost liquor
store at the UAE's Barracuda Beach Resort.
Mr Power said development spurred on the archaeological work that
uncovered the monastery. That site and others will be fenced off and
protected, he said.
"It's a really fascinating discovery because, in some ways, it's hidden
history. It's not something that's widely known," he said.

Archbishops’ Council pledges £2 million to house
vulnerable people - By HATTIE WILLIAMS
THE Archbishops’ Council has pledged £2 million of its £25-million
Social Impact Investment Programme to a fund that delivers supported
accommodation across the UK, it was announced on Tuesday.
The second Social and Sustainable Housing Fund (SASH II), which is
managed by Social and Sustainable Capital, allows charities and
organisations to acquire and own portfolios of property to provide high
-quality housing and targeted support to vulnerable people.
A first SASH fund in 2019 deployed £64.5 million to 20 organisations.
SASH II aims to pool £125 million to help more than 30 organisations
purchase 1000 properties, which it says would provide homes for
10,000 people over the life of the fund, including people who are
homeless or at risk of homelessness, fleeing domestic violence, experiencing mental illness or substance addiction, ex-offenders, asylumseekers, and young people leaving care.
Current estimates suggest that as many as 200,000 people in the UK are
living in temporary, transitional housing.
THE Archbishops’ Council has pledged £2 million of its £25-million
Social Impact Investment Programme to a fund that delivers supported
accommodation across the UK, it was announced on Tuesday.
The second Social and Sustainable Housing Fund (SASH II), which is
managed by Social and Sustainable Capital, allows charities and
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organisations to acquire and own portfolios of property to provide
high-quality housing and targeted support to vulnerable people.
A first SASH fund in 2019 deployed £64.5 million to 20 organisations.
SASH II aims to pool £125 million to help more than 30 organisations
purchase 1000 properties, which it says would provide homes for 10,000
people over the life of the fund, including people who are homeless or at
risk of homelessness, fleeing domestic violence, experiencing mental
illness or substance addiction, ex-offenders, asylum-seekers, and young
people leaving care.

Current estimates suggest that as many as 200,000 people in the UK are
living in temporary, transitional housing.
The head of the Social Impact Investment Programme, Vanessa Morphet,
said: “Our investment in SASH II will support social housing charities to
own their properties, enabling them to provide the right combination of
safe and stable accommodation and support services to vulnerable
people, and to invest in the sustainability and energy efficiency of those
properties over time. There is a clear alignment with the mission, and
social and environmental goals of the Church’s Programme.”
The chief executive and co-founder of Social and Sustainable Capital,
Ben Rick, said that he was “delighted” to have the support of the Church.
“[SASH II] invests in outstanding organisations that are deeply rooted in
their communities. . .
“Investment from the Church . . . into our second fund will allow us to
lend to further organisations across the country at a time when their services are more vital than ever.”
Other investors in SASH II include Scottish National Investment Bank, Big
Society Capital, Greater Manchester Combined Authority, Ceniarth, and
Ogelsby Charitable Trust.
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‘I disagree with the sort of God they represent’: Christian
leader targets religious discrimination - By Garry Maddox
Being persecuted for her beliefs is something the trailblazing former
Uniting Church minister Dorothy McRae-McMahon knows all about.
“When people say ‘were you famous?‘, I say ‘no, notorious’,” she says
with a hint of a smile.
Being persecuted for her beliefs is something the trailblazing former
Uniting Church minister Dorothy McRae-McMahon knows all about.

“When people say ‘were you famous?‘, I say ‘no, notorious’,” she says
with a hint of a smile.
McRae-McMahon, now 88 and living in an aged care home in Sydney’s
Leichhardt, was denounced by conservative clergy when, as an ordained
minister, the church’s national director of mission and a mother of four
who had earlier left her husband for a woman, she came out as a lesbian
in 1997.
While at Sydney’s radical Pitt Street church, where her opposition to
apartheid in South Africa brought Archbishop Desmond Tutu to visit, the
building was vandalised, an effigy was burned outside her home, human
waste was dumped on her doorstop and “lesbian slut” was painted on
her front fence.
So McRae-McMahon is not shy about slamming churches and their members – from Israel Folau to the seven Manly rugby league players who refused to wear the club’s pride jersey – who are not inclusive of gay and
transgender people.
“I disagree with that and I disagree with the sort of God they represent,”
she says. “We’d say God created us as we are and invited us to be fully
alive. The idea of loving somebody, even if it’s the same gender, is a
beautiful part of the creation”.
McRae-McMahon is speaking after the Uniting Church announced that a
new retirement and independent living centre in Leichhardt, just up the
road from where she lives, will be named McRae-McMahon Place as a
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tribute to her distinguished career.

“I was really surprised when I heard about it and thought, ‘gosh, why
would you name it after me?’” she says. “But now they’re insisting on
doing it, I’m very proud of that.”
McRae-McMahon was frequently controversial with her outspoken opposition to the Vietnam War and nuclear arms and supporter of women’s, Indigenous and LGBTQI+ rights.
She still has an active interest in politics as a member of what she calls “a
very radical parish” – the South Sydney Uniting Church at Waterloo –
where gay and transgender congregation are accepted.
As the first woman to be moderator of the World Council of Churches,
McRae-McMahon is disappointed that women have not made more progress into strong leadership roles in churches.
“It’s very sad,” she says. “I wouldn’t want to participate in a church that
was like that. Although, having said that, I did participate in all sorts of
roles where things weren’t where they should be, in my view, for women.
But sometimes you could be active in trying to change things.”
McRae-McMahon is not concerned that the last census showed the percentage of Australians who identify as Christian has continued to decline
to the point where it is almost matched by “no religion”.
“None of my family go to church and that doesn’t worry me at all,” she
says.
“I don’t worry about what people believe. I worry about who they are.
And if they’re people of kindness and justice and respect and add to life
in all sorts of ways, well, who knows what’s true?
“If you believe in God and are a person of faith, you can’t prove that that’s
true. That’s your decision about what’s true and to live from that.”
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Spending time outdoors with our neighbours is good — do
we really need a hand-me-down holiday like Halloween to
do it? - By Lucy Williams, a postgraduate student at the
University of Sydney
This year the black and orange started rolling out before we’d even
cracked October. The Inner West street I grew up on only started observing Halloween after our North American neighbours moved in. Fifteen
years later, every real estate agency in Annandale is cobwebbed and no
local supermarket is not a temporary war zone.

The advantages of celebrating Halloween are not insignificant. In such a
time — of high-rise apartments, waning civic participation, and the nottrivial social consequences of air conditioning — a reason to spend a
spring evening outdoors with our neighbours and watch the kids run the
streets like we used to is surely good. Opportunities to entangle ourselves with the people in our postcode are absolutely worth finding. But
Halloween is a disposable element in this scene. It’s a hand-me-down,
and it doesn’t look great.
When asked why we don’t do Halloween, my parents — and likely yours
— said, “It’s American.” It was infuriatingly brief. It sounded entirely arbitrary. But I’ve come to think that it’s not casual contrarianism to want to resist the cultural imperialism of countries like the United States and the
UK. Mining meaning from the place we stand on is something humans
have always done.
But in 2022, with the contracted spatial horizons offered by modern conveniences, it is tempting to think that local custom should be a kind of
pick-and-mix — a marketplace of meaning. But just because we’re not
bound by time and place like we once were, that doesn’t mean it’s not
still good for us to let ourselves be. I think there are times to hold our
ground in a globalising world and say, “It’s not ours, it’s American.”
This year, however, Halloween looks more garish than ever. There’s a war
in Europe, famine is scorching the African continent, and floods continue
to devastate homes and lives here in Australia. While many people
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around the world are having their bodies and homes disfigured by cruel
misfortune, here in Sydney death and decay are being turned into
commercial abstractions and skulls are hung on our gates for sport.
Subverting order with designed disorder only makes sense on nice
houses in nice streets.
Halloween may not be a coherent idea, but it is consistently and
scrupulously plastic. The plastic cobwebs, axes and scythes, the plastic
orange pumpkin buckets, the plastic polyester costumes wrapped in
plastic packaging. It is plastic all the way down. Everyone’s allowed a fad
purchase, a few well-intended misfires. But the eye-watering volume of
waste produced for the purpose of a single frivolous afternoon is obscene. The fact that we pay lip service to our collective ambitions to reduce our material impact on the land, even as we happily partake in this
environmental horror show, is inexplicable.
If we need reasons to get together, why can’t we draw on the rituals and
festivals of the people who have marked time and space on this land for
tens of thousands of years before? If we want to dress up and make
things, could we find a theme that is less tone-deaf? And if we must synthesise immortal materials, why on a perishing earth should we be producing single-use garden grim reapers?

Pope Francis chastises Europe's indifference on migrants as
'disgusting, sinful'
Pope Francis has denounced Europe's indifference toward migrants risking their lives to cross the Mediterranean Sea, as he elevated to sainthood an Italian bishop and an Italian-born missionary.

Francis departed from prepared remarks to describe Europe's treatment
of migrants as "disgusting, sinful and criminal."
He noted that people from outside the continent are often left to die during perilous sea crossings or pushed back to Libya, where they wind up
in camps he referred to as "lager," the German word referring to Nazi
concentration camps.
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He also recalled the plight of Ukrainians fleeing war, which he said
"causes us great suffering."
"The exclusion of migrants is scandalous,’’ the Pope said, generating applause from the faithful in St Peter’s Square.
They gathered for the canonisations of Don Giovanni Battista Scalabrini,
an Italian bishop who founded an order to help Italian emigrants in 1887,
and Artedime Zatti, an Italian who emigrated in 1897 to Argentina and
dedicated his life as a lay-worker there to helping the sick.
"Indeed, the situation of migrants is criminal. They are left to die in front
of us, making the Mediterranean the largest cemetery in the world," he
said.
"The situation of migrants is disgusting, sinful, criminal. Not to open the
doors to those who are in need. No, we exclude them, we send them away
to lager, where they are exploited and sold as slaves."
He urged the faithful to consider the treatment of migrants, asking: ‘"Do
we welcome them as brothers, or do we exploit them?"

The pontiff said the two new saints "remind us of the importance or
walking together."
Migration a key issue of Italian election
Pope Francis's words come in stark contrast to those of Italy's expected
future premier Giorgia Meloni, whose Brothers of Italy party led the centre-right coalition to victory, and who's had tough words for migrants and
foreigners living in Italy.
Ms Meloni has called for a naval blockade to prevent migrant boats from
leaving North African shores, and proposed screening potential
asylum-seekers in Africa, not Europe.
She also harshly criticised economic migrants, saying Italy should be
accepting only those fleeing wars, like Ukrainians, not those seeking
jobs.
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She is also against access to citizen- and female genital mutilation as a
ship for children of migrants born
crime that must be stopped.
in Italy or attending Italian schools.
At a rally in Milan a few weeks
ahead of the election, Ms Meloni
told the crowd: "I don't want this nation to disappear, I don't think that
the problem of the declining of
birth rate can be solved by inviting
immigrants, as the left says. I want
our families to make children."

Speaking to reporters on the plane
returning from a four-day trip to
predominantly Muslim Bahrain, he
also praised the women he has appointed to managerial jobs in the
Vatican, saying they had improved
things there.

He made no mention of campaigns
Italy's right wing has long insisted
to let women move on beyond that
citizenship should only pass
and become clergy: The pope and
through Italian blood lines.
his predecessors have said the
The most recent proposal from par- question of women priests is
ties on the left has called for letting closed.
children of immigrants who were
On the plane, he was responding to
born in Italy or arrived before they
a question about women protesting
turned 12 to apply after they comin Iran but turned to the topic of
pleted at least five years of schoolwomen's rights in general.
ing in Italy.
"We have to tell the truth. The strugThat proposal has now been
gle for women's rights is a continushelved.
ing struggle," he said, listing historic struggles such as the fight for the
Pope condemns female
genital mutilation on return right to vote.

flight from Bahrain, says
women's rights fight is a
continuous struggle
Pope Francis says the fight for
women's rights is a "continuous
struggle" and condemned male
chauvinism as deadly for humanity

"We have to continue struggling for
this because women are a gift. God
did not create man and then give
him a lapdog to play with. He
created both equal, man and woman," he said.
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"A society that is not capable of (allowing women to have greater roles)
does not move forward," he added.
Francis denounced male chauvinism, acknowledging there was still too
much of it around the world, including in his native Argentina.
"This chauvinism kills humanity," he said.
He also condemned as a "criminal act" female genital mutilation (FGM),
repeating a major call he made in February on the UN International Day
of Zero Tolerance for FGM.

According to the United Nations, FGM is concentrated in about 30
countries in Africa and the Middle East but is also practised by
immigrant populations elsewhere.
More than four million girls are at risk of undergoing FGM this year,
according to the UN.
He spoke of women who he has appointed to managerial roles in the
Vatican, mentioning by name Sister Raffaella Petrini, a nun who as the
deputy governor of Vatican City is effectively the most powerful woman
there.
"I have noticed that every time a woman is given a position (of responsibility) in the Vatican, things improve," he said.
He also cited the impact of five women he appointed to a department
that oversees Vatican finances.
"This is a revolution (in the Vatican) because women know how the find
the right way to go forward," he said.

Pope Francis also has appointed women as deputy foreign minister,
director of the Vatican Museums, deputy head of the Vatican Press Office,
as well as four women as councillors to the Synod of Bishops, which
prepares major meetings.
The Church teaches that only men can become priests because Jesus
chose men as his apostles.
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A writing by Parishioner Barry Brandy
The Holy Trinity
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Three in one)
Many people including some Clergy find the Trinity hard to understand.
The book of common prayer states: The Father is incomprehensible, The
Son is incomprehensible, The Holy Spirit is incomprehensible The Father
is co-eternal, the son is co-eternal, the holy spirit is co-eternal. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are equal of the same majesty.

Reflections
The Bible says that God is responsible for everything that exists. He
knows everything about everybody. I had trouble believing this in 1969.
I was appointed to Museum Station as a Station Master. Between 4:20pm
and 5:30pm (Monday to Friday) I would place myself on platform two, the
city outer with a white flag and a whistle which I would use to give the
right of way to the person in charge of platform two. It was terribly busy
with every train stopping at the platform number 2 and a large number
of people travelling by train.
Well, I met a little lady and when I say little, she weighed about six and a
half stone after breakfast. Her name was Mrs Lander. She was a widow
and Mrs Lander had six children and you know how mother’s talk about
their children. Mrs Landers used to tell me about the five boys. They were
all successful.
Mrs Landers had one daughter, Mary. Mary was such a fantastic cook; her
sponges were so light they just floated right out the window. Well, I
started to think if a little, six and a half stone lady, after breakfast could
have so much knowledge about her children then what right did, I have
to limit anyone else for that matter on the infinite God.
She would stand beside me and say to the drivers “God loves you.” Some
drivers would say nothing, some would smile, and others would say thank
you.
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About 30 years ago when I was travelling by train, two ladies were sitting
in front of me. One was deaf, the other was speaking loudly and I could
not help but hear their conversation. One lady said to the other “It is a
terrible world. There are murders, attacks on people, stealing and
rapes”. The other woman said, “These things are happening, but one day
the great jigsaw puzzle, that is now in pieces, shall be put together and
we shall look upon a perfect picture.”
The very next day I was sitting on the lounge and suddenly I knew the
answer. The word freewill flashed before my eyes, like a neon sign. God
has given us freewill.
- By Barry Brandy

OUTDOORS …
Anglicans Together Annual Dinner - 17 November 2022
Our Annual Dinner returns for 7pm, 17 November 2022 at the Castlereagh
Boutique Hotel, 169–171 Castlereagh St Sydney (just around the corner from
Park St).
The Rt Rev’d Michael Stead, Bishop of South Sydney and Professor Peter
Sherlock, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Divinity, Melbourne will engage
in a conversation and discussion on the theme “Anglicans Together - is it
possible or a pipe dream?” The conversation will be moderated by the
Rt. Rev’d Genieve Blackwell, Assistant Bishop, Diocese of Melbourne.

Tickets for a 2 course meal, speakers and tea and coffee are $75 each for
members, and $90 each for non-members. Seating is limited to 78 people;
bookings are already being made. Make a group and book a table together,
while this option is available.
To register, go to https://www.anglicanstogether.org/files/page_events.html
If you have special dietary requirements, please separately advise
admin@anglicanstogether.org
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The Feast of Nicholas Ferrar of Little Gidding: 2/12/22.
The annual public celebration of the life and witness of Nicholas Ferrar
and his community returns to Sydney this year after a Covid hiatus.
The local mission-college of the Oratory of the Good Sheoherd invites
you to a sung Eucharist in honour of Nicholas and his family.
When: Friday, 2 December, 2022
Time: 5.30pm
Where: Christ Church St Laurence, Railway Square
Preacher: The Revd Ronald Henderson.
Supper will follow in the Hall.
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 13th November 2022
Pentecost 23 Year C
[CELEBRANT] We now pray for God’s world and for his church, as we look
for his Kingdom which is to come.

Gracious God, hear our prayer for your holy catholic church, where power
and privilege hold no sway; where none is excluded from your table,
where division is replaced by unity and your gospel is proclaimed in
sacrament, word and deed. Inspire with your wisdom Justin of Canterbury,
Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our Archbishop and Michael our bishop.
Today we remember before you the Anglican Province of Hong Kong and
its Primate, Andrew Chan.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For all your people on earth, where the hungry are fed, the homeless are
housed, the oppressed are set free and all live in security and peace. For
Charles III on the eve of his birthday and for all monarchs, presidents and
prime ministers, that they may lead with wisdom and humility, where
service, not power, is their chief concern.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For all who are in trouble or great need: for a new earth where sorrow
gives way to delight and mourning to joy, where pain is eased, the
suffering are comforted, and those who are dying live in dignity and
peace. We bring before you those for whom we have been especially
asked to pray:
Marianne Dorman, Warwick and Jan Roden, Martin de Vries, Joyce
Bannister, Barry Brandy, John Burns, June Cameron, Elsie Dunnam, Malcolm
Green, Enid Kell, David Morgan, Graham Norman, Sally Palmer, Michelle
Phillips, Robert, Diane Smith, Peter Sorensen, Sylvia, Daphne Storey, Bob
Woods and Bill Whittle.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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For all who have died in the faith, especially Archer
Gray and for those whose faith is known only to you. We
remember those whose year’s mind occurs at this time:
Liberato Ieronimo, Gwendoline Jean Brunton, Betty Mary
King, Bonnie Chan, John Turner Watkins, Susan Kelly,
Dennis Allan Bennett, Dorothea Whittome and John
Jagger.
Bring us with them and all your saints into your eternal
presence, to worship with the Church triumphant in
everlasting glory.
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by
your grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the
Chapel of our Lord's Passion.
Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Wednesday 16th November - Margaret of Scotland, Queen, helper of the
poor, abbess (d.1093)



Thursday 17th November - Hilda of Whitby, abbess (d.680)
- Hugh, bishop of Lincoln (d.1200)



Saturday 19th November - Elizabeth of Hungary, princess and
philanthropist (d.1231)
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