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Sunday 14th February 2021 - 6th Sunday after Epiphany
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8.00am

Parish Eucharist

9.30am

Choral Eucharist
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ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a
cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall
behind the church.

Our parish’s patron is St Paul the
Apostle who was one of the early
Church’s missionary leaders.
A dynamic preacher, he visited
communities located around the
Mediterranean Sea and in Asia Minor
proclaiming the good news of the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
In his first letter to the Church at
Corinth, Paul tells how he handed on
the tradition of the Last Supper to them
and it is this sacred meal that we share
which makes us one with Jesus and with
the Church, both living and departed,
today.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
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Year A

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

2 Kings 5.1-14

The First Reading

Genesis 9.8-17

Ps 30

The Psalm

Ps 25.1-10

1 Corinthians 9.24-27

The Epistle

1 Peter 3.18-22

Mark 1.40-45

The Gospel

Mark 1.9-15
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News from around St Paul’s
Services at St Paul’s
St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe
business.
Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-underrules

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been
observing will need to be observed each and every week.
The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all
who attend these worship Services:
1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I
don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will
(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health –
which is why we have closed down all of our groups).
2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to,
such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical
distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied.
3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is
seated close to.
4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers).

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.
Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be
served.
Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea
and must not mingle.
6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal
requirements.
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If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives
then we will review matters at that point in time.
I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing
you again soon.
With every blessing.
Peace,
James.

Thank you from the trading table
Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh
goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised $131
last Sunday.
Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer
are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex
and children’s socks $5.
There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange,
Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Mandarin,
Cumquat Moroccan Style, Cumquat, some with whisky, Butters ( Lemon,
Lime, lemon & lime. grapefruit) plum, blackberry, strawberry,
strawberry & apple, raspberry, rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple
jams, Quince jelly, Crab Apple jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko,
Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple, Cumquat, Paw Paw, Paw Paw & Mango,
savoury tomato & basil & spicy tomato sauces. I also have Australian
honey.
If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please
let me know and will try to make it for you.
Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce.
St Paul’s Torches & fans are still available $2 each, post cards $1 and
mugs at $8
St Paul’s Calendars: there is still some available at a special price $16
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each, have you got one?

Jig Saws: 3 x 500 pieces $3 each
Cane Magazine Rack & Planter: $10 each
Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have some
kits available for sale at varying prices.
Plants: Herbs mint, chives available for $2 each
Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each

White and Blue Salvia, African Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents plus
more
We have a selection of books and DVD’s available for sale $1 each
The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc
please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect.
Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first.

Pam Brock

QUOTE OF THE WEEK...
“Nothing that we despise in other men is inherently absent from
ourselves. We must learn to regard people less in the light of what they
do or don't do, and more in light of what they suffer.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
(1906-1945)
A Lutheran pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, and key founding
member of the Confessing Church
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ASH WEDNESDAY - 17th February 2021
from
10.30 am

HOLY EUCHARIST IN THE CHAPEL OF CHRIST’S
PASSION

7.00 pm

SUNG EUCHARIST AT THE HIGH ALTAR

Imposition + of Ashes at each Eucharist
Begin Lent in Church as we prepare to draw
closer to God during this Lenten season.

“ From dust have we come
and to dust shall we return”.
All manner of myths and traditions
grew. In Chaucer’s day, romantic love
flourished and couples began to exchange presents, give flowers and
Perhaps in these uncertain days of
send cards expressing hitherto unCovid-19, St Valentine can cheer you
heard of words of love and affection.
up? His Feast Day is, as everyone
Valentine wore a purple amethyst ring
knows, 14th February. I doubt that
and so the Amethyst is the colour of
many loving couples will be able to go February and love and a Bishop often
out for a Romantic meal this year but wears an amethyst ring to symbolise
love does not require a restaurant!
Christ’s love. ENJOY YOUR VALENThere are a number of St Valentines
TINE’S DAY.
and their collective stories have
Footnote: It is customary for a Bishop
‘morphed’ in to one. St Valentine of
to wear an ‘episcopal ring- maybe of
Rome is rumoured to have been imprisoned for performing weddings for amethyst and the faithful would often greet their Bishop by taking his
Roman soldiers who were forbidden
to marry and for ministering to Chris- hand lightly kissing the ring as a
tians who were persecuted under Ro- mark of respect and acknowledging
man rule. He is reputed to have healed his authority. Perhaps you could
the daughter of his Gaoler and wrote a follow this very ancient tradition
letter to her the day of his executions when you next meet a Sydney
which was signed ‘Your Valentine’.
Bishop. (gnn)

St Valentine, Bishop and
Martyr (269 AD)
Feast Day, 14 February.
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found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that
We extend our warmest birthday
comes from the law, but one that
congratulations to Mary McPherson
comes through faith in Christ, the
who celebrated her 100th birthday
righteousness from God based on
yesterday.
faith. I want to know Christ and the
We pray that God’s blessing will
power of his resurrection and the
be with Mary and her family.
sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, if
Please stay for morning tea after
somehow I may attain the
the 9.30 a.m. Service as we
celebrate this wonderful occasion. resurrection from the dead.”

Happy Birthday

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our Lenten preparations as
we journey with Jesus through his
Passion, Death, and Resurrection.
Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday
the 17th of February, 2021, and
there will be two Eucharists that
day at 10.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.
At both Services there will be the
Imposition of Ashes.
In Philippians 3: 7-11 Paul writes:
“Yet whatever gains I had, these I
have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. More than that, I
regard everything as loss because
of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake
I have suffered the loss of all things,
and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ and be
10

May this be our prayer and desire,
too.

Reverence in Church
(especially during Lent)
As a child I was taught always to
whisper or speak quietly in church,
except when joining in acts of public worship, and only to speak at all
other times when absolutely necessary. The church building was a holy place, where people came to
pray and to wait upon God in silence, and to engage in chatter was
to show both a lack of respect for
God and a lack of consideration for
other worshippers.
St. Basil, one of the great preachers
of the early church, lamented
people who “hurry to church, but
when they arrive pay no heed to
the word of God, but smiling and
shaking hands with each other they

turn the house of prayer into a place of endless gossiping. They miss the
sacred opportunity to speak God's glory in his temple, and they are a
distraction to their neighbors by turning their attention away from God
to themselves.”
What is our purpose in coming to worship. We do come to enjoy
fellowship with other members of the congregation, but that isn’t why
we gather; rather, we come together to worship God. Basil puts his
finger on the point when he draws attention to the two directions of
worship. We come to listen to what God has to say to us, and to offer him
thanks and praise for what he has done for us. True fellowship springs
out of our common experience of worship. When, however, we focus our
attention primarily on our meeting with one another, it tends to become
more a meeting with like-minded individuals or friends than with
fellow-worshippers, with all the dangers of exclusive groups within the
wider congregation. There is wisdom in the old adage: “Before the
service talk to God; during the service let God talk to you; after the service talk with one another.”
Most of us are so caught up with the multitudinous activities of daily life
that we find we have to make some effort to “tune in” to God in church.
A good way to begin is to respect the attempt of others to do so, and not
put impediments in their way.
I also want St. Paul’s to be a place where children are welcome and
where babies can cry otherwise we will die out and that would be
contrary to the will of God and most irreverent!
We are blest to have our young families attend and it is a source of great
encouragement to me that we are seeing so many children in our
worship. It is our duty to nurture new generations of Anglican Christians
and if they aren’t welcome at St. Paul’s then we will have failed them and
God.
God is breathing new life back into the Parish and it is essentially
because we are turning to God in humility, not arrogance, and reaching
out to our community with the love of God.
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I do not believe for a moment that God wants St. Paul’s to close and I
thank God for you and for those whom God has called here to help build
up this very clunky and rather lovely Parish.

The Offertory
The Offertory is a core part of our worship as we present ourselves
(represented by the bread and wine – the common holy things of God) to
God which God graciously accepts as a token of our humble offering of
ourselves as a living sacrifice and through which God chooses to be
present with us in the Body and Blood of his Son Jesus Christ.

Parishioners will bring the elements of bread and wine up from the body
of the Church to the Sanctuary for the Prayer of Consecration at the beginning of the Offertory Hymn.
Re-instituting the Offertory is a very nice way to include more people
and take the focus off the Collection and put it back on the offering of
ourselves as a living sacrifice to God as represented in the bread and the
wine – which God so graciously receives and transforms
Now that we have become accustomed to this practice we also have the
collection plates in the centre aisle near the Font as people enter so they
put their offering in as soon as they arrive. The plates are then taken up
during the Offertory hymn after the bread and wine. Welcomers bring up
the collection along with but after those who bring up the elements of
bread and wine as soon as the Offertory Hymn (after all, it is called the
Offertory Hymn and not the collection hymn) commences.
Every serious scholar of the liturgy, not just dilettantes whose sole
interest in the liturgy is arcane elements alone that suit their personal
disposition and biases, from Dom Gregory Dix on maintain the central
place and vital importance of The Offertory in our liturgy. In the Christian
Tradition from the earliest days (say from around 55 AD and probably
before when it is clear that the early Church worshipped God in a way
pretty much the same as we do now) The Liturgy of the Word (taken from
the Jewish Synagogue worship) was interwoven to The Liturgy of The
Sacrament (the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ) through
12

The Offertory which is quite
literally at the centre of our liturgy.
Cranmer’s great contribution to the
liturgy was to prune all of the
arcane and superstitious nonsense
out and to restore the liturgy to the
true and ancient form that unites us
to the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church. This is the shape
of the liturgy that we at St. Paul’s
faithfully observe as we worship the
Word spoken and the Word broken
and I will not have this liturgy
dumbed down nor will I have it
tarted up – as I said on Sunday,
although I am a cradle Anglican I
choose to remain an Anglican
because our worship is beautiful
and our worship inspires,
challenges, and compels us to
love our neighbour.
Surely our worship of God, as Jesus
commands us, is to help us to love
our neighbour. I John 4:20 reminds
us that:
“Those who say, ‘I love God’,
and hate their brothers or sisters,
are liars; for those who do not love
a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they
have not seen.”

Surely our worship of God should
make us kinder, gentler, more
understanding, and more loving.

Lenten Study
The Lenten study this year is a
profoundly penetrating meditation
on the Passion of Jesus as recorded
in Mark 8: 31-38 as we reflect on
‘Meditations On The Passion’ by two
of the greatest 20th century
theologians, Jurgen Moltmann and
Johann Baptist Metz. I suggest that,
as each portion is quite short in
length, you take the opportunity to
read the portion each day, along
with the text from Mark’s Gospel,
as we ponder deeply Christ’s
Passion.

Annual General Meeting of
Parishioners
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of Parishioners
for the Anglican Parish of St. Paul's,
Burwood, to be held on
Sunday 21st of March, 2021,
following the 9.30 a.m. Eucharist at
approximately 11.45 a.m. in the
Large Hall.
Please see the Agenda next page.
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH, BURWOOD, ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 21st MARCH, 2021 AGENDA
(a) to receive the declarations of those persons then present
(b) to determine whether a quorum is present
(c) to elect a minute secretary
(d) to receive apologies
(e) to receive notification of the name of the person appointed by the minister
as a warden
(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to be wardens
(g) to determine whether or not qualified persons should be elected as
members of the parish council and if in the affirmative:
(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 elected persons, and
(ii) to elect qualified persons to be those members
(h) to elect parish nominators
(i) to elect a qualified person or persons to the office of auditor of the
financial statements and accounts of the wardens, and
(j) to receive a report about ministry within the parish from the minister
(k) to receive a report from the wardens about the exercise of wardens’
functions
(l) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial statements of
the wardens
(m) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial statements of
the trustees of Blacket House
(n) to make such recommendations as it may wish on any matter connected
with the business of the church or parish, including any matter which it is
appropriate for the wardens or parish council to deal with
(o) to give directions as to the confirmation of the minutes of the meeting at
or after its conclusion
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DEO GRATIAS! The 10th Anniversary for Fr James
Last Tuesday, 5 February, marked the 10th anniversary of the Induction
and Institution of Father James Collins as Rector and Parish Priest of
Burwood – we give thanks to God for 10 years of faithful and loyal
service as our priest and for the care he has shown to the parishioners
and wider community of Burwood. S. Paul’s has become known as the
“household of faith” where the “good news” of the Gospel is
proclaimed to all people and God’s love and compassion shared with
all who are in need. Thank you Father James for a wonderful and
productive ten years and may the God of mercy enrich you with His
grace to continue your faithful ministry.
May our Lady and ALL the saints pray for you.

PARISH PANTRY for 2021
Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking
the Parish Pantry this year.
In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be
decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects
the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical
as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk
contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small
packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and
the small bottles/packets of coffee.
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We
have a nice collection for the next months submission so please keep
up the good work.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam.
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.
Normal rules apply.
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PARISH PANTRY LIST
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THE STORY OF ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH, AINSLIE,
CANBERRA
Pat Conchar has complied this article together with the photos after her
visit to All Saints Church in Ainslie, Canberra, ACT

From mortuary station to parish church 150 years later– the story of this
church is remarkable. It started out as the ‘Necropolis Receiving House’
in Sydney and when it outlived this role, it was dismantled and rebuilt as
the church in Cowper Street, Ainslie, Canberra.
By the 1850’s problems of space, costs and hygiene dictated that cemeteries in central Sydney had to be closed. The new cemetery, to be
named The Necropolis (meaning The City of the Dead), was established
17 kilometres from Sydney’s centre. Horse-drawn funerals took a long
time to travel on the poor roads to the cemetery, which became known as
Rookwood (formerly Haslems Creek and now Lidcombe.)
A short spur-line to Rookwood was therefore built off the Sydney to
Parramatta railway line. In the mid 1860’s a regular morning and afternoon funeral train ran from Sydney to Rookwood.
On hearing the train’s bell ring and seeing the large ‘Funeral’ sign on
these trains as they travelled from Sydney, people on the platforms would
respectfully doff their hats as it passed by.
To give dignity to these rail-bourne funerals, elaborate ‘receiving houses’
were designed by James Barnet, the colonial architect. In spite of the
Italian Gothic Ecclesiastic style, the structures at Central Station and
Rookwood were never intended to be used as a chapel or church.

Cars were to eventually replace usage of the funeral train and the rails of
the spur-line were pulled up in 1948.
A grassfire in the 1950’s destroyed the beautiful Tasmanian wood roof and
the Rookwood station rapidly deteriorated
and The Mortuary Station fell into disrepair between 1952 and 1957.
A Sacristan at All Saints Ms McElhinney reported "it was roofless and
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being frequented by vandals and being damaged."

NSW Rail Department advertised it as "make an offer" and continued to
do so for 5 years. When there were no takers the NSW Parliament at the
time - there was even a bill passed - considered having the stone
crushed and used for road fill.
They then called for tenders for its removal and the first rector of All
Saints, Reverend Edward Buckle, saw the “For Sale’ advertisement in
1957, but there was no money in the Parish coffers.
He did not take account of the very entrepreneurial "Ladies' Tea Club"
operating from a very echoey hall built in 1951 by Stanley Taunton, a
member of the congregation, for worship and church activities. The ladies of the Tea Club catered for all sorts of occasions so there was some
money coming in. The Tea Club ladies had accumulated 100 pounds
which they gave to Reverend "Ted" Buckle. With 100 pounds in his pocket and a prayer on his lips and hope in his heart, he offered to buy the
derelict Mortuary Station.
The purchase was the easy part! Stanley Taunton was a master builder
but not a stonemason. With his practical good sense, sectional drawings
of the building were drawn, careful measurements made, and numerous
photos taken. Every Pyrmont sandstone block was numbered and by
winter 1958 over 83 semi-trailer loads of masonry were in Canberra.
The stones were designed by W. Pierce and reassembled, in total 787
tons of stone. Not one stone was lost but one, damaged but still used.
The foundation stone was laid on 1 June 1958 by Lord Carrington M.C.
High Commissioner for the United Kingdom.
Changes were made during the reconstruction that took over 12 months.
The bell tower was positioned on the opposite side of the building and
the open ends, previously allowing the train to pass through, were fitted
with a stained glass windows - the East window purchased from St Clements Church in Sheffield in 1963 when it was demolished, and the side
chapel window which depicts the Garden of Gethsemane came from Bagendon, Gloustershire and the original
19

Stationmaster's rooms were converted into vestries. Tasmanian Mountain
Ash on the new roof was to match the original roof and the church.
The church was dedicated on All Saints Day, 1 November 1959.
The pipe organ was built in London in 1857, and was purchased from a
Baptist Church in Harrow in 1888.
The initial100 pounds paid for the building evolved into a 24,000 pounds
venture including demolition, cartage, building costs and the major expense of the timber for the roof. A derelict building in a Sydney Cemetery was successfully transformed 280km away into a church inspiring
the vibrant community.
Front & side view of the church

Mortuary Train

Assembling Bell Tower
Side length of the church
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All Saints Part re-assembled

Laying of the Foundation Stone

Unfinished Skelton

Church interior - Old

East Window
Inside of church

Pipe organ
Church interior - New
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Either Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58.1-12;
Psalm 51.1-17;
2 Corinthians 5.20b – 6.10;
Matthew 6.1-6, [7-15], 16-21

Whatever you do, don’t be a hypocrite. When
you give alms or pray or fast do it in secret,
don’t broadcast it to promote yourself. Anyway,
God does not require sacrifice; the only acceptable sacrifice is overcoming injustice wherever we find it. None are pure before God, we all need
to repent and turn to God again. May ash be as a sign to us of our reliance on God to wash away our sins.


Pray for those to receive ashes today as a sign of their penitence before God and let their love for God shine brightly as they offer a
broken and contrite heart.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the
Anglican Church of Japan.

Text:

The Rev Kate Ross, St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane © Anglican
Board of Mission, 2021

FREE to a good home
OFFICE CHAIRS
In good condition

If interested please see Rosemary
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.

24

For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
from 5th Feb 2021 - 11th Feb 2021 and
other donations:
≈ Offertory: $2283
≈ Parish Pantry: $20
TOTAL OF GIVING: $2303
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 14)
by Kerin Brown
Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.
They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the presence
of the divine.

Jesus Blesses the Little Children - North Wall
Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18: 15-17

We don’t see the disciples, who are supposed to be shooing away parents
who wanted Jesus to bless their children. We see only Jesus, surrounded by
kids of various ages, one on his knee, another standing next to him, with Jesus’
hand on her head as she looks up at him. The mothers with children appear to
be lined up. In the background is the city of Jerusalem.
“But Jesus called for them and said, Let the little children come to me, and do not
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never
enter it.” (Luke18: 16-17)
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Mark continues: And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and
blessed them. (Mark 10:16)
In both Mark and Luke the story of the blessing the children is followed by two
equally well-known stories: the rich man and the camel/eye of the needle
parable. Jesus is describing in different ways how we are to bring about the
kingdom of God. The rich man does all the right things – he keeps all the
commandments – but he can’t sell all his goods and give the money to the
poor. He has many possessions. So he goes away sad, shocked and grieving.
(Luke 10: 17-27)
When Jesus tells the disciples that it’s harder for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven than for a camel to fit through the eye of a needle, they
throw up their hands in frustration and say to one another, “Then who can be
saved? Jesus looked at them and said, For mortals it is impossible, but not for
God: for God all things are possible”. (Luke 10: 26-27)
At my mother’s funeral, I chose the reading of Jesus blessing the little children.
Mum had a simple, steadfast faith. She was suspicious of overt piety but went
to Mass every Sunday and Holy Day, said her prayers, cleaned the church,
looked after her family and her friends, and was a member of the Catholic
Women’s League. Dad always asked teasingly “What does the CWL do
exactly?” But they quietly went about doing good works: they said the rosary
together in the church before a funeral; they unobtrusively provided the
crockery and did the washing up at the wake afterwards; they baked a lot of
cakes; they cared pastorally for the people in the town. She would never have
described herself as religious, and indeed she thought it was possible to be
too religious! But when I see this window, I think of her. Mum had a childlike
faith which made me believe that she received the kingdom of God like a little
child and when she died she entered it without any trouble at all.
This window was given in memory of William Fussell and his wife Emma.
William was a verger at St Pauls 1876-1903.
The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by Ronald
and Cicely O’Brien
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…
“We” creatures of the earth: Ethical reflections on
Australia’s fires - By Raimond Gaita
I was overseas in December 2019. I read, watched, and listened to whatever I could about the fires. Every day the news broke my heart. Like
millions of people, I grieved for Australia; and because of the role that
climate change played in their severity, I grieved for the earth.
Like many Australians who were overseas I could not wait to go home.
People across the world sorrowed over what Australians suffered.
Perhaps millions grieved over the death and displacement of the
animals — estimated to be over three billion. But no one grieved like
Australians. I don’t mean that we grieved more deeply, though we did. I
mean that our grief was Australian coloured through to the bottom.
Though we are Australians by virtue of citizenship, the character of our
grief as Australians didn’t focus on the nation as a political entity: it
focused on the country, as we think of “country” when we speak of love
of it, a love that is always mediated by local affections for a region, a
town, a suburb, a landscape; by smells, light, literature, song, and myriad
inflections of actions and speech. One can be a dutiful and proud citizen
yet care for none of those things.
Many foreigners were scornful that a prime minster could go on holiday
to Hawaii when fires, reported as perhaps the worst in Australian history,
devastated his country and traumatised his citizens, to return only after
he had been ethically bludgeoned to do so. They were incredulous when
they saw footage of a fire ravaged community in which he took a woman’s hand in a gauche attempt to shake it even though she had pointedly
refused to offer it, and was told by others in that community to get out of
town, to leave them alone with their anger and grief.
Australians were also incredulous, scornful, and embarrassed. More
significantly, they were ashamed. To feel ashamed, you must be able to
speak a kind of “we” with fellow Australian that foreigners obviously
28

cannot speak. Paul Keating’s Redfern speech, delivered on 10
December 1992, is probably our most powerful example of this kind of
“we”.
My region is a part of Central Victoria, where I grew up. My wife and I
have a property there. An Aboriginal friend honoured me by calling it
my “country”, intending at least some of the spiritual resonances of
the word as Aboriginal peoples use it, without diminishing the significance of the fact that it is the country of which the Djadjawurrung people were disposed. Growing up, I came to love it in its summer colours.
In deep and, as I still discover, unexpected ways, I was formed by my
early life as an immigrant boy in its landscape and among the people
who farmed it and worked in its towns. I now look at the summer beauty with a love made anxious by the threat of fire. Only when the grass
turns green, do I relax.
When my wife and I landed at Melbourne airport on a flight from
London, early on 5 January 2020, we took our bags to our home in a
Melbourne suburb and unpacked them. Immediately afterwards we
drove to our home on the property, even though we were exhausted. I
felt compelled to do it, though I didn’t know why. The smoke from
hundreds of kilometres away reduced visibility to about half-akilometre, but the property wasn’t threatened by fire. The urgent
imperative to go there was an expression of my grief for the earth and
the living things that belong to it — its creatures, of course, but also its
trees and grasses, even the moss on the noble granite boulders that
honour our property and its surrounds. To explain this, or even for me
to understand it, I would have to be a poet.
Our mortal bodies
How deeply what it means to be human is connected to our living and
dying on the earth has been, sometimes bitterly, controversial in
Western cultural history. Our connection to the earth has been
lamented at least as often as it has been celebrated. To say of someone
that they had been “brought to earth” has always been ambivalent
praise: on the one hand, it applauds sobriety and humility; on the
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other hand, it deplores betrayal of passion, of ideals to which we can
remain true only when we look to the heavens. Plato’s dour conviction
that the body is the tomb of the soul, found equally dispiriting forms of
expression in most strands of Christianity.
Attitudes to the body have changed. Disgust for it and for most forms of
sexuality are regarded as forms of pathology. Hardly anyone talks
disparagingly of “earthly desires”, and hostility to exploitative attitudes
to nature and all that is of it is widespread. We desire to control, if we
cannot reverse, the consequences of our exploitative hubris. For some
this expresses not much more than enlightened self-interest, which
includes our interest in preserving landscapes and species we delight in.
For others — I include myself among them -—the fires took us, almost
violently, to a visceral awakening to our creatureliness, to the full
realisation that, like the animals we saw fleeing the fires with terror in
their hearts, we are creatures of flesh and blood. Their charred bodies
forced us to acknowledge, not just in our beliefs, but to our living core,
that we are essentially mortal beings; that unlike machines we die rather
than fall apart or break down beyond hope of repair; that dust to dust,
ashes to ashes is the manner of our ending.
Yet, perhaps without being aware of the tension, at the same time as we
seek to find a more awakened relation to our bodies, to other creatures
and the earth, one that defines our humanity, we hope that science will
soon enable us to replace damaged parts of our brains with the same
material from which we will make robots who might relate to us in full
ethical fellowship — all the while believing we could retain a clear
understanding of what “us” can mean in such circumstances.
Robot-makers have been saying for years that the interesting question is
not, When will robots become like us? It is, When will the replacement of
our bodily parts with robot-stuff make us like them? Nothing in the
science of climate change is inconsistent with that, but the conception of
nature and our creatureliness that the fires awakened in many people
looks to be at least in tension with it. We enjoy our bodies more than Plato
thought we should, but perhaps we are no closer to believing they are
essential to who we are than he was.
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What is that tension? The answer needs more unpacking than is possible
in a short piece. Instead of trying, I’ll appeal to the example of Australia’s
Aboriginal peoples. After the fires many people, including the prime
minster, were open to learning from them how to live more sustainably
with the land in order to ameliorate the effects of climate change and to
reduce the frequency and severity of fires. Others hoped to learn not only practical lessons, but inseparably from them, what it means to be human on the earth. They hoped that an essentially Western country, profoundly affected by the spirit and astounding achievements of science,
could look upon the earth and the place of human beings on it in a way
akin to seeing it as “country”.
Earlier I spoke of the spiritual resonances of “country” as Aboriginal
people use it. I meant nothing spooky or immaterial by the word
“spiritual” — nothing metaphysical or explicitly religious by it. Love of
truth and the love of the beauty of the world are spiritual loves. Or, to put
the point another way: these are examples of when the word comes naturally, carrying no religious or metaphysical baggage; just as “soul”
comes naturally when people speak of soul music or of beauty as nourishment for the soul. As I understand it, the Aboriginal people’s ideas of
“country”, informed by and informing dream-time stories, expresses a
perspective on what it is to be human from which the claims that we are
only contingently bound to the earth, only contingently creatures of flesh
and blood, that we would lose nothing of importance ethically and spiritually if we were made of robot-stuff, look incoherent — literally, unintelligible.
Acknowledgments of country
In the 1950s some coffee table books in Australia included Aboriginal
peoples among the nation’s fauna. People who then found that unremarkable could not imagine a conversation between them and Aboriginal people from which they could learn more deeply about the meanings of things in their lives; nothing about how to live ethically and spiritually better, though some respected their practical skills as trackers and
jackeroos. Things are different now, of course, but the nation is still far
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from listening to Aboriginal peoples about the injustices and other
wrongs they have suffered and continue to suffer. To converse with
people with humbled yet critically attentive engagement, one must be
fully open to their pain and to what they need to do to assert their need
of justice and human dignity.
Most Australians, including many who regard themselves as radical
supporters of reconciliation, assume that if Aboriginal and nonAboriginal peoples were to agree on what kind of “we” they could
speak in political fellowship that would be truthfully answerable the injustices perpetrated against Aboriginal peoples, it would be “we Australians”. Yet, it might not be. Or, the words “Australia” and “Australian”
might take connotations and resonances different from any that most
contemporary Australians could imagine, and that would be very painful
them. Or, more radically still, it might have to be acknowledged that no
“we” of national fellowship could be spoken truthfully and justly.
For any of those possibilities to be taken seriously — not as aspirations
to a just future, but as standards with which now to describe where
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples of this land stand, morally and
politically — discussion would have to be conducted in a radically
different ethical/conceptual space from the one in which Australians
now argue about Australia Day, constitutional recognition, the Uluru
Statement from the Heart or even treaty. I mean “radical” in the sense of
going to the roots.
The fires and the COVID-19 pandemic have put immigration back into
the mainstream of political debate. Despite the fact that
“acknowledgments of country” are made, perhaps thousands of times,
every day, there has not been a mainstream discussion about whether
indigenous peoples should have a voice distinct from non-indigenous
Australians about immigration policy, about who has “the right to come
to this country” — or, perhaps better, who has the authority to determine
what that “right” means and to protect it. Until we become as incredulous that this could ever have been the case, as we are that Aboriginal
peoples could have counted as fauna, attachment to Australia, as I
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described it at the beginning of this piece, will be ethically compromised, and the desire to learn from Aboriginal peoples how to achieve
a deeper relation to the earth will be threatened by sentimentality.
The idea of community
The fires burnt into 2020, but by the end of March fear of COVID-19
eclipsed concern for, or even interest in, almost everything else.
Victims of the fires felt forgotten and abandoned. Prohibitions of communal activities to prevent the spread of the virus denied them their
primary source of comfort. 2020 will be remembered as the year of
the pandemic, but the blood-orange skies, the terrified
townspeople and tourists huddled on the Mallacoota foreshore, the
young woman in a boat with her hands on the oars and her
unbelieving eyes on flames more than forty metres above the tall
gums, will go long and deep in the nation’s memory. The fires are now
called Black Summer. Many people have difficulty remembering the
year of the Black Saturday fires, but Black Summer will, I believe, be
remembered as the fires of 2019. As they burnt most fiercely, millions
of people across the earth felt 2019 was a tipping point in the struggle
against climate change.
For many years climate scientists and activist have pleaded for urgent
action. Though climate emergencies have been declared in a number
of countries and over 1,400 jurisdictions, the fires moved knowledge
that was mostly only in people’s heads into aching and fearful hearts.
They gave us compelling reasons to fear that violent civil unrest, mass
movements of populations under different degrees and kinds of
necessity, terrorism, and various kinds of armed conflicts will almost
certainly be the world’s future if we sleepwalk much longer. Wealthy
nations that are more able to deal with such events are likely to act
ruthlessly to protect their interests. The causal role of some political
leaders, think-tanks, corporations, and new campaigning outlets in the
catastrophes that await us over the next few years is clear enough.
2019 is the year when they and their successors were placed on
notice that the day when they will face criminal charges is not far off.
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The criminal negligence of some governments in response to the
pandemic has brought the day of reckoning closer.
Climate change will test whether the nations of the world can
constitute a community in more than name only. Talk of a community of
any kind is empty unless members of the community are
concerned about the harms suffered by their fellow members — harms
of the kind suffered by the victims of the fires, and now by the
pandemic, and, just as importantly, the wrongs they suffer. Without a
concern for the latter there can be no community.

The same is true of the idea of a community of nations, which can
become an ethical reality that expresses the common humanity of all
the peoples of the earth only if nations render themselves answerable
to international criminal law. To find unimaginable — as I believe most
Australian now do, and as they did when we participated in the invasion
of Iraq — that one’s political leaders should be answerable to an
international criminal court for the wrongs they have done to citizens of
other nations, is a sure sign of jingoism.
We should therefore prepare ourselves for, and welcome, the day when
there will be a new crime in international law, whose name we do not
yet know, but whose ethical significance as a crime against the earth
and all things of it will be ethically as grave as crimes against humanity
now are. When that happens, I think we will look back on 2019 as the
year when the die was cast.
Raimond Gaita is Professorial Fellow in the Melbourne Law School and
the Faculty of Arts at the University of Melbourne, Emeritus professor of
Moral Philosophy at King’s College London, and a member of Centre
for Ethics as a Study in Human Value at Univerzita Pardubice. He is a
Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities. An earlier version
of this article was published in Continent Aflame: Responses to an
Australian Catastrophe, edited by Pat Anderson, Paul James, Sally
Gardner, and Paul Komesaroff (Palaver Press, 2020).
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Omnicide: Who is responsible for the gravest of all crimes?
- By Danielle Celermajer
As the full extent of the devastation of the Holocaust became apparent, a
Polish Jew whose entire family had been killed, Raphael Lemkin, came to
realise that there was no word for the distinctive crime that had been
committed: the murder of a people. His life work became finding a word
to name the crime and then convincing the world to use it and condemn
it: genocide. Today, not only has genocide become a dreadful part of our
lexicon. We recognise it as perhaps the gravest of all crimes.
During these first days of the third decade of the twenty-first century, as
we watch humans, animals, trees, insects, fungi, ecosystems, forests,
rivers (and on and on) being killed, we find ourselves without a word to
name what is happening. True, in recent years, environmentalists have
coined the term ecocide, the killing of ecosystems — but this is
something more. This is the killing of everything. Omnicide.
Some will object, no doubt, that this does not count as a “cide” — a
murder or killing — but is rather a natural phenomenon, albeit an
unspeakably regrettable one. Where is the murderous intent? Difficult to
locate, admittedly, but a new crime also requires a new understanding of
culpability. Indeed, one of the most serious problems with the laws
against genocide is that they were written in a way that requires that the
specific intent to destroy a people can be shown to have existed. Even
where it did exist, such intent most often remains hidden in people’s dark
hearts.
This time, though, we need to go much further. We need to understand
that the responsibility for omnicide is various and layered. The role that
those responsible play this time is almost always less direct, but its effect
no less devastating. We are unlikely to identify anyone actively scheming
the death of the five-hundred million wild animals whom we believe to
have died in the first month of this summer’s Australian bushfires.
We can, however, identify the political representatives who refused to
meet with fire chiefs who had been seeking to warn of, and act to miti35

gate, the impending disaster. The same political representatives who approved and continue to approve new coalmines in the face of scientific
consensus on the effect that continuing to burn fossil fuels will have on
climate in general, and drought and temperatures in particular. The same
political representatives who approve water being diverted to support
resource extraction, when living beings are dying for want of water and
drying to the point of conflagration.
We can identify the media owners who sponsor mass denial of the scientific evidence of the effects of a fossil fuel addicted economy on the climate. The same media owners who deploy the tools of mass manipulation to stoke fear, seed confusion, breed ignorance and create and then
fuel hostile divisions within communities.
We can identify the financial institutions that continue to invest in, and
thereby prop up toxic industries, and who support the abovementioned
media owners so as to protect themselves from accumulating stranded
assets. We can identify the investors who use their financial and social
capital to support politicians who will protect their financial interests. We
can identify a corporate culture and a legal system, populated by lawyers, management consultants and financial analysts, that incentivise or
even require companies to maximise short term shareholder profit and
externalise costs to the future and the planet.
And then we can identify parties closer to home. Business owners and investors whose profits depend on systems of extraction and resource exploitation. Consumers addicted to lifestyles based on resource extraction and the exploitation of the natural world. Citizens who prioritise narrow short-term interests over the sustainability of the planet. Citizens
who lack the courage or fortitude to take ourselves through the social
and economic transformations required to give our children and the
more-than-human-world a future. Citizens who do not bother to take the
time or make the effort to develop well-informed opinions, but would
rather run to the comfort of the truisms of their tribe.
We can also identify the humans and human cultures that have told
ourselves that we are superior to, and thus have the right to dominate
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and exploit, other animals and the natural world. That we are the ones
who get to flourish, and that everything else that is here, is here for our
use. That other beings are not life but resource.
None on this long list developed a specific intent to kill everything. But
all of us have created and are creating the conditions in which omnicide
is inevitable.
When I was growing up, my parents used to play a Bob Dylan song
called “Who Killed Davey Moore?” about a boxer who died in the ring
when he was just 30 years old. Each verse begins with some party — the
coach, the crowd, the manager, the gambling man, the boxing writer, the
other fighter — answering the title’s question, “Who killed Davey
Moore?” They each respond, “Not I …” and then explain that they were
just doing what it is that they do: going to the fight, writing about the
fight, throwing the punches and so on. And of course, they each told the
truth.
We too are just doing what it is that we do: ensuring that the largest political donors support our political campaigns; maximising profits; ensuring a high share price; living a comfortable life style; avoiding change;
lazily buying back in to the conceit that we humans are special. But
sometimes, just doing what it is that we do is sufficient to kill, not just
Davey Moore, but everything.
Omnicide, the gravest of all crimes. And as with all crimes, those
responsible must be held accountable.
Danielle Celermajer is Professor of Sociology and Social Policy at the
University of Sydney. She is the author of The Sins of the Nation and the
Ritual of Apologies and The Prevention of Torture: An Ecological
Approach.

37

The C of E still needs clergy - By Stephen Cottrell
There are no central plans to cut the number of priests, says Stephen
Cottrell
THERE is concern this week that the Church of England is about to abandon its network of parish churches, leading to what The Sunday Times
called “the sale of many vicarages, the departure of priests and the end
of an era when churches were rooted in communities”. Strong words, and
understandably alarming. I want to set the record straight.
Church attendance has been in decline for many years.Covid presents
us, as it does every other organisation in the country, with huge additional challenges, not least financial. It would be irresponsible not to be discussing how we adapt and change as a result of this. Many options are
being discussed. But no firm proposals have yet been made.
The Sunday Times aggregated information and discussions from part of
these discussions when it got sight of a discussion paper that was circulated to the dioceses, Money, People and Buildings. This discussion paper, although sobering, does not, as Church Times readers will now be
aware, contain any actual proposals. It is a first go, designed to stimulate
creative discussion at gathering perspectives from the Church of England as we discern how best to move forward.
Foremost in all our minds is the long-term flourishing and health of the
Church. Covid-19 has merely accelerated some of the key discussions
that were already under way. But, understandably, this article has led to
some anxiety, particularly among ordinands and curates. Let me try to
sort out the fact from the fiction.
WE ARE all concerned for the future. It is highly likely that some dioceses are having to reduce the overall number of stipendiary clergy (News,
4 December). No one wants to do this, but our key priority is to make
sure that it is done prudently and sensitively. To put it simply: clergy are
not being pushed out, but the preference seems to be that, as some retire
and move on, some posts are not being filled.
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Even without Covid, we have known for some years that there would be a
big bulge of clergy retirements. We also know that, in some dioceses,
particularly in the north, some posts have been hard to fill. We, therefore,
still need clergy.
The good news is that God is raising up vocations to ordained ministry. In
recent years, vocations to stipendiary ministry have increased by more
than 40 per cent. This year, the number of new stipendiary clergy is the
largest for 25 years. We also need self-supporting ministers, with their
distinctive ministry, and a huge flourishing of lay ministry.

This is happening — not least in the diocese of Chelmsford, where I used
to serve. But it presents an additional financial challenge. The Church
Commissioners are, therefore, making funds available to help dioceses
pay for additional curacies. Careful planning about numbers, as described above, seeks to ensure that there will be posts of first responsibility for them to move into.
SO, THE Church of England is having to change. The changes that we are
making now have been a long time coming, and have been accelerated
by Covid. We are having to become more effective; we must avoid
duplication. Dioceses will need to collaborate and share resources much
more. But there will still be priests and people ministering together.
Ordained ministry will serve the ministry of the whole people of God, as
the Ordinal itself makes clear.
But the real message is this. Let me repeat it. We need clergy. We are
working hard to make sure that those whom the Church calls for
ordination have pathways into fruitful, sustainable ministry. There are no
central plans to cut clergy numbers. Decisions about deployment are
made in dioceses, and we continue to gather information and
perspectives on this and its implications for the whole Church. We seek
to work together for the common good, remembering our common
vocation to be the Church for all of England.
What the Church is doing collectively is finding money to support
curates and to encourage vocations, and to make sure that every penny
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spent administratively goes to support the life and mission of the
Church in the communities that we serve. To suggest otherwise is mischievous and misleading.
It will be tough. It is very challenging. But, by developing a mixed ecology of parish, parish priest, chaplaincy, digital, and new forms of Christian community, supported by more effective support and administration, we will better serve the communities of England. That is the aim: to
be simpler, bolder, and humbler, serving the mission of God in England
The Most Revd Stephen Cottrell is the Archbishop of York.

OUTDOORS…
Lenten Quiet Day
The Sydney Mission-College of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd
invites you to share in their annual Quiet Day for Lent on
Saturday 6 March, 2021, in the church and grounds of St John’s Church,
Balmain, in Spring Street, Birchgrove.
The event is free of charge, and participants usually bring their own
packed lunch. Tea and coffee will be provided. This is a silent retreat,
but as well as Morning and Evening Prayer and a midday Eucharist, two
lay Companions of the Sydney Mission-College will give short
presentations, based on their reading and experience, on the practice
of prayer.
We gather in the church at 10am. The Day ends at 4.15 pm. Register by
emailing <rhenderson@ogs.net> OR on arrival at the church door. All
very welcome.
From
The Reverend Ronald Henderson OGS, on behalf of the Sydney MissionCollege of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd.
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly
elected Primate of Australia; Glenn,
Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead,
our Regional Bishop; and for all the
bishops, priests, deacons and Religious
of the Anglican Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to Pray for The Anglican
Church of Canada.

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and
for Fr Michael and Antonia, for
Rosemary, for David, for
Caroline, for Judith, for Brian
and for Bailey May God bless them
and their ministries and may we support
them as they work among us in Christ’s
name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the
hum of the universe heard, and together
with you and each other we build what
is beautiful, true, worthy of your
generosity to us, an echo of your
kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh,
(West Bank, Palestinian
Territorries), our Anglican
Communion Partner: We remember
especially their Parish Priest, Fr Saleem
Dawani, and his ministry in the parish.
We remember also Jameel Maher, who
acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link
person with us. May both our parishes
be blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your
arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within
the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching
forth our hands in love, may bring those
who do not know you to the knowledge
and love of you; for the honour of your
name. Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them for
such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless,
Lord, your children who now stand
before you in prayer. Help them to
understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church and
all its future endeavours, that through it
we may glorify you with your Father and
the Holy Spirit, now, always and
forever. Amen.
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to In love and charity please
life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
remember the recently departed,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust; especially Sister Frances of the
lead me from hate to love, from war to
peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our
universe.

Pray for all in need, remembering
especially this week all parents who
have lost a child through stillbirth or
through tragic circumstances. May the
Lord God console and comfort them in
their grief.

Community of the Sisters of the Church,
Glebe, former Mother Superior that God
may grant her a place of refreshment,
light and peace.

Pray, too, for, George Robert Eager;
Shirley Lorraine Burns; David Francis
King; Gloria May Jose; Brendan Moran;
George Hendricks; Alan Graham
McDonald; Leonard Agar Stainlay; Joyce
Stewart and for any others whose year’s
mind falls around this time.

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
Burns; June Cameron; Elizabeth
let light perpetual shine upon them!
Griffiths; Jeanell; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid
Kell; Jesse Langenegger; David
Laurence; David Morgan; Alister & Sally
Palmer; Mark Palmer; Michelle Phillips;
Bridget and Phoenix Potts; Geoff
Riccord; Joanne Roberts; Sylvia; Sylvia
Seers; Diane Smith; Geoff Voller and
Bob Woods; Genevieve Woods & her
fiancé Steven

Services during this week at St Paul’s
The midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –
Wednesday 17th February - Ash Wednesday
Saturday 20th February - William Grant Broughton, first bishop of Australia
(d.1853)
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a
symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of
Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary
Mother of our Lord
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