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    Welcome to worship 

     Sunday 14th March 2021 -  Fourth Sunday in Lent                               
LAETARE SUNDAY - Mothering Sunday 

8.00am    Parish Eucharist  

9.30am    Parish Choral Eucharist                                                                                      

5.00pm    Choral Evensong 

 Sunday 21st March at 11.45am in the 

Large Hall - Annual General Meeting 

 Sunday 28th March at 8am & 9.30am        

Services - Palm Sunday  

 Monday 29th March - Wednesday 

31st March at 7pm- Holy Communion 

in the Chapel  

 Thursday 1st April at 7pm– Maundy       

Thursday - Sung Eucharist   

 Friday  2nd April at 9am– Liturgy of 

the Lord’s Death 

 Saturday 3rd April at 9am – Clean the 

Church  

 Sunday 4th April at 8am &9.30 am        

services - Easter Day  

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a 

cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall 

behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Numbers 21.4-9                         The First Reading        Jeremiah 31.31-34                                

Ps 107.1-3,17-22                        The Psalm                Ps 119.9-16                                           

Ephesians 2.1-10                     The Epistle                 Hebrews 5.5-14                    

John 3.14-21                           The Gospel           John 12.20-33  
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the 

NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the 

NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-

19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-

under-rules 

The same stringent hygiene and 

safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be                        

observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be  

observed to ensure the safety of  

all who attend these worship                   

Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide 

not to attend Church or any event 

as I don't want anyone to feel that 

they must do something against 

their will (or if they feel that they 

might compromise another per-

son's health – which is why we have 

closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations 

will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for 

hand washing and sanitizing,    

physical distancing, etc. The Holy 

Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will in-

volve bowing reverently to those 

one is seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds 

(the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the 

Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing 

and hygiene protocols must be  

served. 

Parishioners must be seated after 

being served with their morning 

tea and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all            

government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

If the situation changes with refer-

ence to the government's direc-

tives then we will review matters at 

that point in time. 

I hold each of you in my prayers 

every day and I look forward to 

seeing you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                       

James. 

News from around St Paul’s 
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Congratulations Mary and Alex! 

Today, Fr James will be officiating at the wedding of Mary Artinian and 

Alexander Connolly.   

We extend our warmest congratulations to Mary and Alexander, their 

families and pray God’s blessing upon the newly married as they begin 

their lives together. 

Thank You from the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh 

goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised $181 

last Sunday, an excellent result.   

Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer 

are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex 

and children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange, 

Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Mandarin, 

Cumquat Moroccan Style, Cumquat, some with whisky, Butters ( Lemon, 

Lime, lemon & lime. grapefruit) plum. strawberry, strawberry & apple, 

raspberry, rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple jams, Quince jelly, 

Crab Apple jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko & Ginger, 

Pear & Apple, Cumquat,  mango, Paw Paw,  savoury tomato & basil & 

spicy tomato sauces. I also have Australian honey. 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it for you.  

Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s Torches & fans are still available $2 each, post cards $1 and 

mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Calendars: there are still a few available at a special price $10 

each, have you got one? 

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each 
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Jig Saws: 2 x 500 pieces $3 each 

Cane Magazine Rack & Planter: $10 

each 

Small hanging clothes rack $8 

Mosaics: If you are into craft and 

would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at                  

varying prices. 

Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley 

available for $2 each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 

each 

White and Blue Salvia, African                     

Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents plus 

more 

We have a selection of books and 

DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service 

would like some jams/marmalades 

etc please contact Pam and she 

will organize them for you to col-

lect. 

Please do NOT leave any donations 

in the hall without asking me first. 

Pam Brock  

 

 

Mother’s Day Raffle 

Tickets will be available for sale on 

Sunday. They will be $2 each or 3 

for $5 

Prize a handmade queen size quilt 

plus more 

Ringing 

Global Multi Faith Action 

Faith communities around the 

world are being asked to ‘sound 

the alarm’ for the climate and call 

for climate justice as we try to get 

our economies going in the wake 

of COVID.  The theme of the day is 

Sacred People, Sacred Earth. 

 

Each place of worship, faith-based 

small group or household will 

choose its own way to do this: by 

ringing its bells, by sounding a 

note on the shofar, calling the 

Azan, by chanting and by meditat-

ing. Just as long as make a noise - 

or even some thunderous silence! 

We each have our own traditions, 

but we will be united in one clear 

message. 

This occurred on Thursday 11th 

March at 11am, the tenor bell was 

rung for 11 minutes. 
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LAETARE SUNDAY  (Mid- Lent Sunday) 

Today we have reached the mid-point of the Lenten sea-

son (Sundays are not counted as part  of Lent and they 

are “little feast days” in this Solemn season). 

The 4th Sunday in Lent is also known as Laetare             

Sunday: (from the old Introit at Mass- Laetare Jerusalem 

“O be joyful, Jerusalem” – Isaiah 66:10), otherwise known as Mothering 

Sunday.  We mark this mid-Lenten feast with the distribution of Simnel 

cake, (and  often with little posies of fresh  flowers for Mother) traditional-

ly with its  distinct band of marzipan in the middle to remind us that we 

are still in the strictures of Lent. In the Church of England this Sunday has 

been observed to honour Mothers – the true Mothers’ Day and today the 

Anglican Church honours Our Lady, mother of the Church, we honour 

Mother Church, our Mother Country and our dear earthly Mothers in-

cluding those who are now in the closer presence of the Lord.  We give 

thanks for their lives and the nurturing they have given us – we pray for 

all who have the care and responsibility for children and may children 

everywhere know the love of God, their heavenly father in their lives.  

May we all know the love of God in our lives as he has called each of us 

to be His children. Thanks be to God for all Mothers. 

ABM LENTEN ENVELOPES – support the wider mission of 

the Church 

Each Sunday in Lent we receive an ABM Lenten Envelope for our                         

systematic way of a weekly contribution to the mission of the Church, 

on our behalf, by ABM, the official missionary organisation of the                      

Anglican Church of Australia. Each Sunday, as part of our Lenten                  

self-denial, we may like to return the Lenten Envelope, as part of the              

Offertory. 

As we give financially to ABM let us not forget to pray regularly for 

all  serving as ABM “missionaries” throughout the world. 



10 

Thank you note from                 

Elizabeth Griffiths 

To all my dear friend at St Paul’s  

Thank you so much for the cards, 

telephone calls and messages               

expressing your care and concern 

for me while I was recovering in 

hospital following my recent             

accident.  

Many thanks, also, for the beautiful 

flowers which greatly cheered me 

on some very sad and painful days.    

I’m sure your love and prayers for 

me have contributed to my                     

recovery which is continuing well. 

Many thanks,                                                    

Elizabeth  

Well done and thank you, 

everyone!  

My Dear Friends, 

Thank you and bless you for a    

wonderful afternoon . 

Fr. Michael’s playing was superb, 

ably assisted by Antonia turning the 

pages. 

Sheryl organized a very special 

programme and co-ordinated                             

everything with aplomb. 

 

Margaret handled the front of house 

sign-in process as smoothly as can 

be expected in the circumstances 

(given how many people came – 

which is a nice problem to have). 

Rosemary set up the Small Hall, 

used for the first time for catering 

purposes since its re-furnishment, 

as if it were a rather swish café. 

The ‘A’ team put on what was akin to 

a very posh high tea. 

And all who came left feeling uplift-

ed and overjoyed for everything – 

the magnificent recital, the beauty 

of St. Paul’s, the sumptuous                

afternoon tea, and the engaging 

and caring fellowship which were 

all in the spirit of Philippians 4: 8 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 

whatever is honourable, whatever is 

just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

pleasing, whatever is                                  

commendable, if there is any                    

excellence and if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these 

things. 

Well done and thank you, everyone. 

Thanks be to God. 

With every blessing for a holy Lent. 

Peace,                                                           

James. 
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Tuesday Lunchtime Recitals 

have Returned – Tuesday 9th 

March 2021 

Organist, Michael Deasey 

OAM FRSCM  

There is no doubt that an organ              

recital will always attract other                  

organists but also those who ‘just 

love music’. This was indeed the 

case at yesterday’s recital. After a 

year void of live performance, it was 

a joy to see and experience the             

reaction of the sixty who attended. 

The program was beautifully               

modulated. The haunting melody of 

the Prelude of the Welsh Hymn Tune, 

‘Rhosymedre’, (Ralph Vaughan              

Williams) showed the mellow 

sounds of the Davidson Organ. It 

could be said it is almost mandatory 

to include music of J S Bach in an  

organ recital. Michael did not           

disappoint us. He chose Fantasia 

and Fugue in G minor BWV 542. The 

ghostlike recitative, the Fantasia’s 

chromatic bravura passages             

contrasting with darker moods were   

portrayed with excellent                 

registration and performance flair. 

The Fugue with its joyous subject 

and the Fugue’s triumphal ending 

were played with great energy and 

colour. 

Malcom Archer’s ‘Prière’ from ‘Suite 

for Organ’ was a tranquil, and again, 

rather haunting piece. The simple 

registration and the exquisite legato 

playing could not help but enfold 

you and keep you secure. Romance 

sans Paroles by Joseph Bonnet is a 

more light-hearted piece, simple, in 

part with clever use of only a couple 

of stops at a time. These were deli-

cately and very quietly played, 

teasing us to listen well. 

Michael chose the well-known              

Toccata from ‘Suite Gothique’ by    

Boëllmann. The performance of this 

piece was a personal one for                

Michael. I quote from his program 

details: “…..Michael is playing the 

Boëllmann Toccata from an original 

edition, recently tracked down in 

Nebraska USA and sent to him in 

2020 by one of his former Canadian 

choristers at St Peter’s Brockville, 

Ontario. It was this chorister’s fa-

vourite organ piece when Michael 

was organist there.” An exciting 

performance and a wonderful piece 

to end the recital.   

I am sure I speak on behalf of                      

everyone in thanking Michael for 

his magnificent recital. 

Sheryl Southwood OAM                               

Recital Convenor  
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Annual General Meeting of 

Parishioners 

Notice is hereby given of the                 

Annual General Meeting of                     

Parishioners for the Anglican            

Parish of St. Paul's, Burwood, to be 

held on Sunday 21st of March, 

2021, following the 9.30 a.m.                   

Eucharist at approximately                

11.45 a.m. in the Large Hall.                                       

Please see the Agenda below: 

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH,  BUR-

WOOD, ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

21st MARCH, 2021 AGENDA 

(a) to receive the declarations of 

 those persons then present 

(b) to determine whether a                          

 quorum is present 

(c) to elect a minute secretary 

(d) to receive apologies 

(e) to receive notification of the 

 name of the person appointed 

 by the minister as a warden 

(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to 

 be wardens 

(g) to determine whether or not 

qualified persons should be 

elected as  members of the                    

parish council and if in the                  

affirmative: 

(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 

 elected persons, and 

(ii) to elect qualified persons to be 

those members 

(h) to elect parish nominators 

(i) to elect a qualified person or 

 persons to the office of auditor 

 of the financial statements and 

 accounts of the wardens, and 

(j) to receive a report about  

 ministry within the parish from 

 the minister 

(k) to receive a report from the   

wardens about the exercise of                     

wardens’ functions 

(l) to receive and pass or                  

 otherwise determine on the  

 financial statements of the 

 wardens 

(m) to receive and pass or                   

otherwise determine on the  

financial statements of the                        

trustees of Blacket House 

(n) to make such recommend-         

 dations as it may wish on any 

 matter connected with the 

 business of the church or            

 parish, including any matter 

 which it is appropriate for the 

 wardens or parish council to

 deal with                                                    

(o) to give directions as to the  

 confirmation of the minutes of 

 the meeting at or after its                 

 conclusion 
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Reverence in Church (especially during Lent) 

As a child I was taught always to whisper or speak quietly in church,     

except when joining in acts of public worship, and only to speak at all 

other times when absolutely necessary. The church building was a holy 

place, where people came to pray and to wait upon God in silence, and 

to engage in chatter was to show both a lack of respect for God and a 

lack of consideration for other worshippers. 

St. Basil, one of the great preachers of the early church, lamented                

people who “hurry to church, but when they arrive pay no heed to the 

word of God, but smiling and shaking hands with each other they turn 

the house of prayer into a place of endless gossiping. They miss the               

sacred opportunity to speak God's glory in his temple, and they are a  

distraction to their neighbors by turning their attention away from God 

to themselves.” 

What is our purpose in coming to worship. We do come to enjoy                

fellowship with other members of the congregation, but that isn’t why 

we gather; rather, we come together to worship God. Basil puts his                

finger on the point when he draws attention to the two directions of                

worship. We come to listen to what God has to say to us, and to offer him 

thanks and praise for what he has done for us. True fellowship springs 

out of our common experience of worship. When, however, we focus our 

attention primarily on our meeting with one another, it tends to become 

more a meeting with like-minded individuals or friends than with fellow

-worshippers, with all the dangers of exclusive groups within the             

wider congregation.  There is wisdom in the old adage: “Before the               

service talk to God; during the  service let God talk to you; after the           

service talk with one another.” 

Most of us are so caught up with the multitudinous activities of daily life 

that we find we have to make some effort to “tune in” to God in church. 

A good way to begin is to respect the attempt of others to do so, and not 

put impediments in their way. 
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I also want St. Paul’s to be a place where children are welcome and 

where babies can cry otherwise we will die out and that would be               

contrary to the will of God and most irreverent! 

We are blest to have our young  families attend and it is a source of 

great encouragement to me that we are seeing so many children in our                            

worship. It is our duty to nurture new generations of Anglican                       

Christians and if they aren’t welcome at St. Paul’s then we will have 

failed them and God. 

God is breathing new life back into the Parish and it is essentially                     

because we are turning to God in humility, not arrogance, and reaching 

out to our community with the love of God. 

I do not believe for a moment that God wants St. Paul’s to close and I 

thank God for you and for those whom God has called here to help 

build up this very clunky and rather lovely Parish. 

The Offertory 

The Offertory is a core part of our worship as we present ourselves 

(represented by the bread and wine – the common holy things of God)  

to God which God graciously accepts as a token of our humble                   

offering of ourselves as a living sacrifice and through which God 

chooses to be present with us in the Body and Blood of his Son Jesus 

Christ. 

Parishioners will bring the elements of bread and wine up from the 

body of the Church to the Sanctuary for the Prayer of Consecration at 

the beginning of the Offertory Hymn. 

Re-instituting the Offertory is a very nice way to include more people 

and take the focus off the Collection and put it back on the offering of 

ourselves as a living sacrifice to God as represented in the bread and 

the wine – which God so graciously receives and transforms 

Now that we have become accustomed to this practice we also have 

the collection plates in the centre aisle near the Font as people enter 

so they put their offering in as soon as they arrive. The plates are then 
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taken up during the Offertory hymn after the bread and wine.              

Welcomers bring up the collection along with but after those who bring 

up the elements of bread and wine as soon as the Offertory Hymn (after 

all, it is called the Offertory Hymn and not the collection hymn) com-

mences. 

Every serious scholar of the liturgy, not just dilettantes whose sole           

interest in the liturgy is arcane elements alone that suit their personal 

disposition and biases, from Dom Gregory Dix on maintain the central 

place and vital importance of The Offertory in our liturgy. In the Chris-

tian Tradition from the earliest days (say from around 55 AD and proba-

bly before when it is clear that the early Church worshipped God in a 

way pretty much the same as we do now) The Liturgy of the Word (taken 

from the Jewish Synagogue worship) was interwoven to The Liturgy of 

The  Sacrament (the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ) through      

The Offertory which is quite literally at the centre of our liturgy.  

Cranmer’s great contribution to the liturgy was to prune all of the              

arcane and superstitious nonsense out and to restore the liturgy to the 

true and ancient form that unites us to the One, Holy, Catholic, and        

Apostolic Church. This is the shape of the liturgy that we at St. Paul’s  

faithfully observe as we worship the Word spoken and the Word broken 

and I will not have this liturgy dumbed down nor will I have it tarted                

up – as I said on Sunday, although I am a cradle Anglican I choose to                       

remain an Anglican because our worship is beautiful and our worship             

inspires, challenges, and compels us to love our neighbour. 

Surely our worship of God, as Jesus commands us, is to help us to love 

our neighbour. I John 4:20 reminds us that: 

“Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters,  are                    

liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 

cannot love God whom they have not seen.” 

Surely our worship of God should make us kinder, gentler, more                                 

understanding, and more loving.                                 
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What is happening at St Paul’s 
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Tuesday 16th March 

 

TOY  GIVEAWAY 

 

Lots of different toys 

 

All preloved 

 

Come to the small hall at 9.30am  

 

One toy per child 
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  $150,000 

  

  

 

Hall roof fully funded 

  

  $125,000 

  

  

  

  

  $100,000 

  

  

  

  

  $75,000 

  

  

  

  

  $50,000 

  

  

  

  

$25,000 

  

  

  

  

0 

  

Thermometer For Hall Roof 
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Mary still tends her garden 

at 100 - By Merryn Porter,                   

The Leader Newspaper 

Mary McPherson of Narwee              

celebrated her 100th birthday with 

a lunch that brought together four 

generations of family and friends.  

Mary Letitia Boulding was born on 

February 13, 1921, to Elsie and               

Stephen Boulding in Royal Mel-

bourne Hospital.  

She was the couple's third child and 

it took three days for word to get 

through to her father who was on 

the family farm at Croydon, Victoria. 

She went home with her mother via 

steam train and they were picked up 

from the station by horse and dray. 

She recalls hand-milking the 'house 

cow' for milk and churning butter.  

She met her husband Colin, a World 

War II RAAF veteran, at a church 

dance in Croydon. They married on 

November 18,1944, in the same 

church where they met. 

In 1946 they bought a block of land 

in Grove Avenue, Narwee, and Colin 

and his mates built the house where 

Mrs McPherson still lives today. At 

the time, it was surrounded by  

farmland acessed by dirt roads. 

Mrs McPherson worked in a milli-

nery business while raising three                 

children, James, Ian and Meron. The 

couple was involved with the High 

land Society and Pipe Band, where 

both filled senior positions and                    

attended parades, piping                        

competitions, marches and recitals. 

Mrs McPherson credits the weekly 

dances for keeping her fit.  

An avid gardener to this day, she 

studied flower arranging and                   

artificial flower-making. She                

eventually taught both at Ultimo and 

Bankstown TAFE campuses.  

The couple travelled extensively for 

up to three months at a time around 

the world to different, exotic                    

locations. 

Son, Ian, said his mother described 

a "fulfilling, happy and active life." 

She believes in getting what you  

deserve and working hard.  

She is a calm and social personality, 

who still loves getting out and 

about, and loves a chat, he said.   

She still enjoys reading the Leader. 

She celebrated her birthday with a 

lunch at Sealevel Restaurant, 

Cronulla. A morning tea was held 

the next day in her honour at St 

Paul's Anglican Church, Burwood.  
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 Numbers 21.4-9; Psalm 107.1-3, 17-22;  

 Ephesians 2.1-10; John 3.14-21 

What is it about the Israelites? They complain 

and grumble and are punished by God, then Mo-

ses intercedes on their behalf and God saves 

them. And this is repeated over and over. Finally, 

in Christ we are redeemed once for all, we are 

raised from the death of our sins to the heavenly places with Jesus. But 

let’s be clear. There are no acts nor works that anyone can do to be 

saved. Life with Christ is a gift from God and we celebrate it by doing 

good to others. 

 God of the ages, your loving mercy is forever, we give thanks for the 

gift of your only child, we mourn his death and celebrate his resur-

rection and praise you for the eternal life you bestow upon us. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, China 

Text: The Rev Kate Ross, St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane © Anglican   

  Board of Mission, 2021 

The Meaning of Existence  
 

Everything except language                                                                                            

knows the meaning of existence. Trees, planets, rivers, time                           

know nothing else. They express it moment by moment as the universe.  

Even this fool of a body                                                                                                

lives it in part, and would have full dignity within it                                                      

but for the ignorant freedom of my talking mind.  

- Les Murray 1938-2019  
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He Died at Pozieres – Part 3 

by Kerin Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles’ mother Esther tries to piece together what happened to her beloved 

son, and to come to terms with her grief. 

1916 

Esther has a plaque installed in St Paul’s which can be seen in the chancel 

on the organ side. 

It says:                                                                                                                                             

TO THE GLORY OF GOD                                                                                                       

AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF                                                                                               

No 1044 PT CHARLES MILLER                                                                                            

C.CO. 20TH BATT. A.I.F. GALLIPOLI                                                                                    

KILLED IN ACTION POSIERES                                                                                               

JULY 26TH 1916                                                                                                                      

R.I.P.                                                                                                                       

CHARLIE BOY 
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In the North transept there is an honour roll to the thirty-four young men 

from this parish who died in World War I.  Charles Miller’s name is among 

them. There was much controversy at the time as to whether the crucifix 

should be part of it!  

“As we understood that similar Memorials have been sanctioned by the Arch-

bishops of Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth, we conclude that their sanction im-

plied that the figure of the crucified within the churches of their Provinces was not 

contrary to the law and custom of the Anglican Communion.”  

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by 

Ronald and Cicely O’Brien, p. 89. 

December 14th 1918 

The Dedication Service for the Honour Board took place at St Pauls. 
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June 1920 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because Charles was adopted, Esther had to convince the authorities 

that she was next of kin, in order to receive his medals.   

October 14th 1920 

Dear Sir 

… I adopted the lad legally from the Central Methodist Missions’                   

Children’s Home “Dalmar” Croydon, on the 20th March 1901.  He then              

being 4 years of age.  Before giving my consent to his enlistment I                

enquired of the late Mrs J Powell, who was treasurer of the home at the 

time of adoption, and through whom the adoption was transacted, if                    

anyone had ever enquired for him.  She said no one had, and he was my 

very own.  My husband died in 1902, and this dear lad was all I had in 

the world – if you look up his military record, you will understand better 

what he was to me, and how proud I was of him.  Up to the time of his en-

listment he believed me to be his mother. I therefore claim to be the only 

next of kin he had…   

Yours sincerely 

Esther T Miller. 

 

The War Medals were to be sent to his mother.  
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1914/1915 Star Medal or Gallipoli Medal, and the British War Medal 

September 7th 1921 

Esther’s sister Eleanor Phelps receives the Memorial Scroll and King’s 

Message on Esther’s behalf, while Esther was away on a “health trip” for 

2-3 months.  She went to England to visit relatives. 

July 24th 1922 

I have received the “Plaque” and “King’s Message” in memory of my 

son, the late Pte Charles Miller No 1044 C Co, 20th battalion, but have not 

yet received the “Scroll” to which I believe I am entitled.  I would be 

grateful if you would forward this as soon as possible. 

Yours faithfully Esther T Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commemorative Plaque, also known as Dead Man’s Penny, and             

the King’s Message 
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The scroll Esther refers to is this one: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 17th 1923 

Seven years after his death, Esther receives her son’s  Victory Medal. 

1930 

Esther commissions two windows at St Pauls dedicated to 

her husband, Compton South Miller, and her beloved son 

Charles.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presentation of Christ Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2: 22-38) 
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Lord, now lettest thou thy servant de-

part in peace according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation 

which thou hast prepared before the 

face of all people. 

December 10th 1935  

Esther enquires about the                    

Villers-Bretonneux Memorial.       

The Base Records Officer suggests 

that construction work would not 

commence before the middle of 

1936. 

December 13th 1935  

Esther receives a receipt for the               

order of one copy of the Villers-

Bretonneux Register containing the 

particulars of Charles’ involvement, 

for which she paid 3 shillings. 

“I may say it is a source of great 

comfort to know my dear lad’s name 

is to be inscribed in the memorial.” 

May 1936 

Esther visits England again, hoping 

also to be present at the dedication 

of the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial. 

July 22nd 1938 

The memorial was officially 

opened.  Did Esther get to Pozieres 

and the Villers-Bretonneux Memo-

rial?  

The Centenary History of St Paul’s 

Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

https://www.awm.gov.au 

 

Join us for the Chrism Eucharist  

After months of challenges and uncertainty, we are delighted to invite you 

to the Chrism Eucharist for 2021 at Christ Church St Laurence, George St, 

Sydney on Tuesday 30 March at 11 am (Tuesday in Holy Week). Bishop 

Michael Stead will celebrate the Eucharist and preach.  

Sadly, owing to COVID-restrictions, there will be no refreshments in the 

parish hall following the service, as in previous years. However, there are 

several cafes and hotels in the immediate proximity of CCSL.  

Clergy are asked to RSVP to office@ccsl.org.au or 9211 0560 no later than 

Friday 26th of March. Registering attendance (preferably using the QR 

Code) will be required on arrival in accordance with current NSW                   

Government regulations.  

https://www.awm.gov.au
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 18) 

By Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Prophet Ezekiel – West Wall 

Ezekiel’s scroll says: “And I looked, a stormy wind came out of the 

north, a great cloud with brightness around it and fire flashing forth 

continually, and in the middle of the fire, something like gleaming am-

ber.  In the middle of it was something like four living creatures.  This 

was their appearance: they were of human form.  (Ezekiel 1: 4-5) 

All through Ezekiel are references to God: in the wind, as spirit, the 

breath of life, the life force, the source of life.  In Hebrew, all these 
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words and phrases are translated 

as ruach.  The scroll in our window 

mentions the stormy wind.  This 

whole passage is a fantastical                      

description of God. 

The most well-known story from 

Ezekiel is the valley of dry bones. 

(Ezekiel 37: 1-14) We heard it at 

Sunday School in our youth; we 

know it from songs and spirituals; 

we hear part of it every year in the 

readings.  God is explaining to 

Ezekiel that God will restore the 

house of Israel.  

Ezekiel: God brought me out by 

the spirit of the Lord and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it 

was full of bones. 

God: Mortal, can these bones live? 

Ezekiel: O Lord God, you know. 

God: Prophesy to these bones, 

and say to them: O dry bones, 

hear the word of the Lord. I will 

cause breath to enter you, and 

you shall live. I will lay sinews on 

you and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, 

and put breath in you, and you 

shall live; and you shall know that 

I am God… 

Ezekiel: So I prophesied…and as 

I prophesied, suddenly there was 

a noise, rattling, and the bones 

came together…I looked and 

there were sinews on them, and 

flesh had come upon them, and 

skin had covered them, but there 

was no breath in them. 

God: Prophesy to the breath… 

say to the breath, Come from the 

four winds, O breath, and breathe 

upon these slain, that they may 

live. 

Ezekiel: I prophesied as he com-

manded me, and the breath came 

into them, and they lived, and 

stood on their feet, a vast multi-

tude. 

God: And you shall know that I am 

the Lord, when I open your graves, 

and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people.  I will put 

my spirit within you, and shall 

live, and I will place you on your 

own soil: then you shall know that I, 

the Lord, have spoken and will act. 

The four prophet windows are                  

given in memory of Charles Henry 

Humphrey (1871-1903). 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s 

Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 
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Thank yous 

We sincerely thank David & Pam Priest for installing a hinge to allow                  

access behind the screen around the air conditioning units. David & Pam 

have also fitted a latch on the gate to the ‘Gateway’ section of the                       

Columbarium. David & Pam have also re-furbished the house number 

for the Rectory. We are most grateful to David & Pam for their kindness 

and generosity. 

We sincerely thank Margaret Spinks for making book marks based on 

the beautiful designs on the covers of our Service booklets each week. 

We are most grateful to Margaret for her thoughtfulness and kindness. 

We are most grateful to all who have expressed a desire to contribute to 

the replacement of the roof on the Hall. I hope that we will have the funds 

to commence the work by the end of March. 

PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                            

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects 

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical 

as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and 

the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We 

have a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up 

the good work.     

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.  
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 PARISH PANTRY LIST  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from 5th March 2021 - 10th March                          

and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $1915                                                          

≈ Parish Pantry: $175                                                  

≈ Votive Candle: $240                                       

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $2330 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Archbishops’ message: Don’t be unkind to the Church or 

each other  - by Tim Wyatt  

THE Archbishops of Canterbury and York have once again decried a slew 

of recent criticism of the Church of England, and insist: there is no plan to 

abolish the parish system. 

Speaking during their presidential “reflection” at an informal online 

meeting of General Synod members on Saturday morning, Archbishop 

Welby said that one of the key tasks for the Church in responding to the 

pandemic was to remain in the national debate, and “not to lose our 

nerve”. 

Of all the negative press coverage, what had hurt the most was the sug-

gestion the parish system would be dismantled, the Archbishop of York, 

the Most Revd Stephen Cottrell, said. “We need to expand and reimagine 

and revitalise the parish system, not dismantle it,” he told the Synod. “I 

want to pledge myself again to trying to ensure that we can have a viable, 

sustainable, flourishing Christian presence in every community in this 

land, with a much greater bias to the poor.” 

The remarks came after a joint article in The Spectator earlier this month, 

in which the Archbishops said that there were “rascally voices around 

who want to undermine the Church” — a pointed reference to several 

pieces from the same magazine which had attacked the C of E’s leader-

ship over its response to the coronavirus crisis (News, 4 February; Com-

ment, 11 February). 

Contrary to speculation that a collapse in the Church’s income would lead 

to huge numbers of clergy being fired, and the dismantling of the parish 

system, parochial priesthood was “precious and central to the Church of 

England”, Archbishop Cottrell said: a historic vocation to serve every 

inch of the nation and every person in it. 

Archbishop Welby said: “We’ve both been parish priests, for goodness 

sake. We’ve spent years of our lives serving in the parish system, so the 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…  
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idea we’d want to ditch it. . .                       

It’s just rubbish!” 

As well as vigorously pushing back 

against critical voices outside the 

Church, the Archbishops also                 

bemoaned the tenor of much of the 

debate within the Church,                  

especially when conducted online. 

“I do worry about our discourse 

with each other, and I do wonder 

what other people think when they 

see that,” Archbishop Cottrell said. 

Assume everyone is speaking with 

the best of intentions, and be kind 

to each other, he urged. 

Archbishop Welby concurred, la-

menting the “cruelty and savagery” 

of how Christians spoke to each 

other online. He reminded the hun-

dreds of Synod members watching 

on Zoom that, when they wrote any-

thing on Twitter, “you’re not speak-

ing to a person but to the whole 

blinking world.” 

Forgiveness must become an                

everyday part of Christian debate, 

he concluded. He, like all                      

Christians, would continue                 

regularly to “mess up. . . We’re a 

bunch of sinners who need the 

grace of God, so let’s be merciful 

and forgiving to one another. Let’s 

love one another.” 

Archbishop Cottrell ended the               

session by quoting a prayer at-

tributed to Mother Theresa: “People 

are often unreasonable, irrational 

and self-centred. Forgive them               

anyway. If you are kind, people may 

accuse you of selfish, ulterior                 

motives. Be kind anyway. If you are 

successful, you will win some                  

unfaithful friends and some               

genuine enemies. Succeed                                

anyway.” 

The session included archiepisco-

pal interviews with Dr Gary Bell, a 

psychiatrist specialising in treating 

mental ill- health in the clergy, and 

Kersten England, chief executive of 

Bradford Council and a canon of the 

city’s cathedral. 

Dr Bell spoke with Archbishop Wel-

by — who said that he was one of 

the psychiatrist’s patients — about 

the way that the pandemic had 

prompted an explosion in anxiety 

and depression, especially among 

the clergy. St Luke’s Healthcare for 

the Clergy, with whom Dr Bell often 

worked, had seen referrals go up 

two or three times compared to 

normal, but this was still only the 

“tip of the iceberg”, he warned. 

Archbishop Cottrell then                                    

interviewed Ms England, who said 
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that the past 12 months had been a “sober and shocking moment for our 

nation”. Despite being the sixth-richest country on earth, the UK had 

seen one of the highest death rates anywhere, as well as a highly           

disproportionate impact among poorer communities and ethnic              

minorities. Youth unemployment had doubled to 15 per cent in the        

district of Bradford, the second-highest in the country, Ms England said. 

“We have to stop and think: what kind of country are we now?” 

Churches had played a fantastic role in combating this; but too many of 

the deprived estates had no Christian presence at all, she said; she     

challenged the C of E to recommit itself to these poorest communities. 

 

Bishop of Norwich takes the lead on environment 

- by Hattie Williams  

He has pledged to encourage ‘courageous decision-making’ and to listen 

to young people 

THE Church of England’s next lead bishop for the environment has prom-

ised to encourage “courageous decision-making” on a parish and nation-

al level, and to listen to the “prophetic voice” of young people, to combat 

climate change. 

The Bishop of Norwich, the Rt Revd Graham Usher, was appointed on 

Thursday by the Archbishop of Canterbury to lead the Church’s environ-

mental programme, which includes meeting the 2030 target for net zero 

carbon emissions agreed by the General Synod last year (News, 14 Feb-

ruary 2020). He will take over the work in June from the Bishop of Salis-

bury, the Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, who is to retire in July (News, 5 Febru-

ary). 

Bishop Usher writes in the Church Times online this week: “The job of 

those in power is to lead by example and to help put decisions within 

reach of anybody who is changing their car or boiler, or who wants to 

change their shopping habits. The Church of England can convene con-

versations at a national level which help to keep the pressure on, but we 

must also make sure our own house is in order and take decisions at eve-
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ry level to meet the ambitious net zero target by 2030 which General 

Synod has set.” 

Bishop Usher, who took his first degree in ecological science at the             

University of Edinburgh, has written two books about spirituality and 

landscape: Places of Enchantment, Meeting God in Landscapes (Books, 5 

September 2014), and The Way Under Our Feet: A spirituality of walking 

(Books, 17 July 2020). He was previously a member of the Northumber-

land National Park Authority and chaired the north-east advisory com-

mittee of the Forestry Committee. 

He is a keen beekeeper and is undertaking work to enhance the                     

biodiversity of the historic Bishop’s Gardens in Norwich. Every candidate 

whom he confirms receives a hazel tree to plant in memory of Mother              

Julian of Norwich, the 14th-century mystic who reflected on the glory of 

God as she held a hazelnut in the palm of her hand (General Synod                 

Digest, 21 February 2020). 

“As lead bishop for the environment, I want to amplify the prophetic 

voice of the young, and those in the world’s most vulnerable communities 

who are already being affected most severely by climate change,” Bishop 

Usher said. 

“I want to encourage courageous decision-making. Those decisions 

could be big or small, from a church switching to a green electricity             

provider up to improved government subsidies for green technology, 

both nationally and locally. It’s about encouraging everyone to engage 

with their portion of the challenge and to step up.” 

The UK is to host the G7 in June, and COP26 is to be held in Glasgow in 

November; there would be difficult decisions for churches and govern-

ments alike, he said. “The challenge will be to keep up the momentum 

when there are a whole host of other significant priorities, but, despite a 

very difficult past year, we can learn from the global response to the 

coronavirus pandemic. . . 

“As individuals, we have learnt that practices such as travelling long          

distances for business and frequent flights, which we previously                
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considered unavoidable, can be reduced as we rediscover what ‘normal’ 

looks like. And, globally, the speed with which safe vaccines have been 

brought to market is a huge testament to what can be done when human 

endeavour aligns behind a common goal. . . 

“We now need this kind of response to climate change. The threat to               

human life posed by climate change and loss of biodiversity dwarfs that 

of Covid-19, and yet we are still at a stage where some are content to sit 

back and leave it to others, or deny there is a problem at all.” 

Archbishop Welby said of the appointment: “The crises of climate change 

and biodiversity loss are the most grave and existential we face: as hu-

man beings, as a Church, and as a global community.” 

 

After 1700 years, let’s talk again, says Ecumenical                    

Patriarch - By Jonathan Luxmoore  

Bartholomew I urges a more determined ecumenical course 

THE Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew I, has asked church leaders to 

meet in 2025 to mark the 17th centenary of the First Council of Nicaea, to 

“reflect on mistakes past and present” and steer a “more determined 

ecumenical course”. 

“This 1700th anniversary can serve as an occasion for Christian Church-

es to reflect on their journey,” he said. 

“That first ecumenical council at Nicaea stands as a symbol, a turning 

point in Christianity’s history, not just because it formulated the creed but 

also because it issued 20 canons. It thus offers a unique opportunity to                 

re-source our common canonical heritage from the first millennium.” 

The 80-year-old church leader tabled his proposal as Russian Orthodox 

and Roman Catholic representatives marked the fifth anniversary of the 

February 2016 meeting in Havana between Patriarch Kirill of Moscow 

and Pope Francis (News, 20 February 2016), amid continued Orthodox 

feuding over canonical and jurisdictional issues. 
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In an interview with the Italian daily Avvenire, and Christian newspapers 

in the Netherlands and Denmark, Bartholomew said that nationalist                    

influences had risked inflicting a “reversal of values” in some Orthodox 

Churches, as groups emerged showing an “extreme anti-ecumenical                

spirit”. 

“The true Orthodox faith cannot possibly be a source of nationalism. 

Wherever nationalism appears in an Orthodox context, it has other roots 

and motives,” the Patriarch said. 

“There is, in reality, no way to move towards unity other than through hon-

est dialogue; what threatens the Church’s witness isn’t openness and dia-

logue, but closedness and introversion.” 

Traditionally recognised as “first among equals” by leaders of the world’s 

300 million Orthodox Christians, Bartholomew I has 11 autocephalous 

Churches, exarchates, and archbishoprics under his primacy around the 

world, and wields direct authority over 3.5 million Orthodox Christians in 

Turkey, Crete, the Aegean Islands, and Mount Athos. 

The Russian Orthodox Church, which is far larger, severed spiritual ties  

after his recognition of an autocephalous Church in Ukraine in January 

2019. Moscow has since cut links with Churches in Alexandria, Greece, 

and Cyprus, for recognising the new Church, warning of a significant               

Orthodox schism (News, 29 January). 

In his interview, however, Patriarch Bartholomew rejected the “theory of a 

schism” as Russian “scaremongering”, and said that Orthodoxy remained 

“united with no dogmatic differences”. The Moscow Patriarchate had, he 

said, been “ostentatiously blind” to the “tragic ecclesiastical situation” in 

Ukraine. The creation of the new Church outside its control had been 

“ecclesiologically and canonically correct”. 

The Patriarch said that he had met Pope Francis on ten occasions, and 

spoken about “common interests and sensitivities” with him, including the 

need to “deal with religious fundamentalism”. 

He said that the World Council of Churches, founded in 1948, had brought 

Christians closer in joint acts of charity and solidarity, as well as               
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theological understanding; but a “hypertrophic perception of individual 

rights” was now dividing Anglicans, Lutherans, and other denomina-

tions, and creating difficulties in inter-Church ties. 

“Ecumenical dialogue must take place at a level of personal fraternal 

contacts, joint initiatives, and co-operation. It must also happen in the 

demanding context of theological dialogues, to which great importance 

is attached in our time.” 

 

Cuts to the JobSeeker COVID-19 supplement could cost 

40,000 jobs, says Grattan Institute 

- By business reporter Gareth Hutchens 

Up to 40,000 Australians could lose their jobs after the federal govern-

ment cuts the JobSeeker payment from April, according to new analysis. 

The Grattan Institute think tank says the government's decision to cut 

unemployment benefits on April 1 will suck about $5 billion out of the 

economy in the coming year. 

It said it would likely push the unemployment rate higher by 0.1 to 0.15 

per cent, because of the hit to spending. 

"If the federal government really wants to get more Australians working, 

it should think again," said Brendan Coates, household finance program 

director at the Grattan Institute. 

"Cutting unemployment benefits in the middle of a recession is likely to 

cost jobs, rather than create them." 

Federal government to cut unemployment benefits next month 

From April 1, the federal government will be increasing the baseline 

rate of JobSeeker by $25 a week (or $3.57 a day). 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison says the new baseline rate will make it 

equivalent to 41.2 per cent of the national minimum wage. 
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However, at the same time, his government will be abolishing the $75-a-

week Coronavirus Supplement to JobSeeker. 

That means that, overall, people receiving JobSeeker payments will see 

their unemployment benefits cut by $50 a week from where they are at 

the moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The unemployment benefit, in inflation-adjusted 2020 dollars, has fallen further and further below 
the poverty line. Grattan Institute 

Peter Whiteford from the Crawford School of Public Policy at the                   

Australian National University, who is a leading expert on Australian                 

social policy, says the changes will take Australia's pre-pandemic unem-

ployment payments from the lowest in the OECD to the second-lowest, 

after Greece. 

"When the maximum rate of the Coronavirus Supplement was briefly in 

force in 2020, Australia moved to around the OECD average," Professor 

Whiteford wrote this week. 

Little evidence retaining the Coronavirus Supplement will hurt              

employment 

Mr Coates said even if the $75-a-week Coronavirus Supplement to 

JobSeeker was to remain in place, the overall level of JobSeeker would 
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still be worth just half the national 

minimum wage. 

"Hardly a meaningful disincentive 

to work," he wrote. 

"JobSeeker is one of the best forms 

of fiscal stimulus there is:                        

unemployed people are likely to 

spend all, or at least most, of what 

they receive. 

"In January this year, 80 per cent of 

people receiving the Coronavirus 

Supplement said they were spend-

ing it on household bills and sup-

plies, including groceries. 

"That's money in the pockets of 

Australian businesses, big and 

small. 

"Cutting unemployment benefits by 

$50 a week will take about $5 bil-

lion out of the economy in the com-

ing year." 

Mr Coates said that would likely 

push the unemployment rate 0.1 to 

0.15 per cent higher than if the cur-

rent $75 a week supplement were 

kept. 

Mr Coates said that would likely 

push the unemployment rate 0.1 to 

0.15 per cent higher than if the cur-

rent $75 a week supplement were 

kept. 

"And that means up to 40,000 fewer 

jobs," he said. 

Emma Dawson, the executive direc-

tor of the Per Capita think tank, said 

the Grattan Institute's analysis was 

correct. 

"I think he's spot on," she told the 

ABC. 

"Removing that money from the 

economy is not a good idea. Every 

cent of it is being spent at the mo-

ment because these people don't 

have capacity to save. 

"It's not only cruel but economically 

it's the opposite of what we need to 

do." 

In a recent submission to a federal 

parliamentary inquiry, Per Capita 

called for Jobseeker to be in-

creased by $250 a fortnight from its 

pre-pandemic level. 

Treasurer declines to comment 

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg was 

contacted for comment, but a mem-

ber of his staff declined. 

Instead, his office referred the ABC 

back to comments Mr Frydenberg 

gave earlier this week when he               

appeared on Channel 7's Sunrise                   

program, with presenter David 

Koch. 

During that program, Mr Koch 

asked Mr Frydenberg if he thought 

the level of JobSeeker was                      

satisfactory. 
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Mr Frydenberg said JobSeeker 

"has never been seen as a                    

replacement wage" and the 

planned $50 fortnightly increase to 

the baseline of JobSeeker was "the 

single biggest increase … since 

1986." 

"Our focus is to move people off the 

JobSeeker payment, Kochie, and              

into work," Frydenberg said. 

Mr Whiteford said the government's 

increase in the baseline rate of 

JobSeeker, by $25 a week,                      

represented an increase of 9.7 per 

cent. 

"During the Hawke and Keating        

administrations the payment                   

increased 23 per cent in real terms, 

under Whitlam it increased more 

than 50 per cent," Mr Whiteford 

said. 

The Wasting of the                     

Evangelical Mind 

The peculiarities of how American 

Christianity took shape help                      

explain believers’ vulnerability to 

conspiratorial thinking and                   

misinformation.  

- By Michael Luo 

It was among the most jarring 

scenes of the Capitol invasion, on 

January 6th. As rioters milled about 

on the Senate floor, a long-haired 

man in a red ski cap bellowed, from 

the dais, “Jesus Christ, we invoke 

your name!” A man to his right––the 

so-called QAnon Shaman, wearing a 

fur hat and bull horns atop his head, 

and holding an American flag—

raised a megaphone and began to 

pray. Others in the chamber bowed 

their heads. “Thank you, heavenly 

Father, for being the inspiration 

needed to these police officers to 

allow us into the building, to allow 

us to exercise our rights, to allow us 

to send a message to all the tyrants, 

the Communists, and the globalists, 

that this is our nation, not theirs, that 

we will not allow the America, the 

American way of the United States 

of America, to go down,” he said. 

“Thank you, divine, omniscient, om-

nipotent, and omnipresent creator 

God for filling this chamber with 

your white light and love, your white 

light of harmony. Thank you for fill-

ing this chamber with patriots that 

love you and love Christ.” 

Falsehoods about a stolen election, 

retailed by Donald Trump and his 

allies, drove the Capitol invasion, 

but distorted visions of Christianity 

suffused it. One group carried a 

large wooden cross; there were 
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banners that read “In God We Trust,” “Jesus Is My Savior / Trump Is My 

President,” and “Make America Godly Again”; some marchers blew sho-

fars, ritual instruments made from ram’s horns that have become popular 

in certain conservative Christian circles, owing to its resonance with an 

account in the Book of Joshua in which Israelites sounded their trumpets 

and the walls of Jericho came tumbling down. The intermingling of reli-

gious faith, conspiratorial thinking, and misguided nationalism on display 

at the Capitol offered perhaps the most unequivocal evidence yet of the 

American church’s role in bringing the country to this dangerous moment. 

A recent survey, conducted by the American Enterprise Institute, found 

that more than a quarter of white evangelicals believe that Donald Trump 

has been secretly battling “a group of child sex traffickers that include 

prominent Democrats and Hollywood elites,” a core tenet of the QAnon 

conspiracy theory. The data suggest a faith-based reality divide emerging 

within the Republican Party: nearly three-quarters of white evangelical Re-

publicans believe widespread voter fraud took place in the 2020 election, 

compared with fifty-four per cent of non-evangelical Republicans; sixty 

per cent of white evangelical Republicans believe that Antifa, the antifas-

cist group, was mostly responsible for the violence in the Capitol riot, 

compared with forty-two per cent of non-evangelical Republicans. Other 

surveys have found that white evangelicals are much more skeptical of the 

COVID-19 vaccine and are less likely than other Americans to get it, po-

tentially jeopardizing the country’s recovery from the pandemic. 

How did the church in America––particularly, its white Protestant evangeli-

cal manifestation––end up here? For many skeptics, the explanation 

seems obvious: faith and reason are antipodes––the former necessarily 

cancels out the latter, and vice versa. Cultivating the life of the mind, how-

ever, has been an important current throughout much of Christianity’s his-

tory, a recognition that intellectual pursuits can glorify God. During the 

Middle Ages, monasteries became centers of learning and gave rise to 

the first European universities. The writings of Thomas Aquinas, which 

blended Aristotelian philosophy and Christian theology, set out a frame-

work for reconciling scientific knowledge with scriptural truths. Martin Lu-

ther, who led the Protestant Reformation, was an early advocate of univer-
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sal education and argued that educating needy youth was vital “in order 

that a city might enjoy temporal peace and prosperity.” The Puritan min-

ister Jonathan Edwards grappled with metaphysics and epistemology in 

his writings and sermons. In the twentieth century, C. S. Lewis and Rein-

hold Niebuhr enjoyed popular acclaim as Christian public intellectuals. T. 

S. Eliot and W. H. Auden are among the writers whose theologically ortho-

dox Christianity served as a focal point of their art. 

Evangelicalism in America, however, has come to be defined by its anti-

intellectualism. The style of the most popular and influential pastors tend 

to correlate with shallowness: charisma trumps expertise; scientific au-

thority is often viewed with suspicion. So it is of little surprise that Ameri-

can evangelicals have become vulnerable to demagoguery and misinfor-

mation. In a classic study, “Anti-Intellectualism in American Life,” the his-

torian Richard Hofstadter, writing in the nineteen-sixties, during the af-

termath of the excesses of McCarthyism, examined certain attitudes and 

ideas in the United States that had converged to produce a “resentment 

and suspicion of the life of the mind and of those who are considered to 

represent it.” He saw American evangelicalism as a chief culprit. In 1994, 

Mark Noll, a historian who was then a professor at Wheaton College in Il-

linois, the preëminent evangelical liberal-arts institution, published “The 

Scandal of the Evangelical Mind.” In the opening sentence of the book’s 

first chapter, he writes, “The scandal of the evangelical mind is there is 

not much of an evangelical mind.” 

Both Hofstadter and Noll, who is an evangelical, point to peculiarities in 

how Christianity took root in America. The English Puritans who settled 

throughout New England had a deep scholarly tradition, which led to the 

founding of Harvard, Yale, and Dartmouth. Puritan clergy were expected 

to be paragons of both learning and piety. American Christianity took a 

decisive shift, however, toward religious “enthusiasm,” as Hofstadter puts 

it, during revivals that swept the colonies in the mid-eighteenth century, a 

period that came to be known as the First Great Awakening. Believers’ di-

rect connection to God became the primary focus. Ministers who be-

lieved in the importance of learning and rationality in religion found 

themselves increasingly under threat. “The awakeners were not the first 
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to disparage the virtues of mind, but 

they quickened anti-intellectualism; 

and they gave to American anti-

intellectualism its first brief moment 

of militant success,” Hofstadter 

writes. The revivalism, which arose 

in New England and the mid-

Atlantic colonies and then spread to 

the South and West, helped lead to 

explosive growth for the church. But 

it also elevated a certain kind of 

charismatic leader. “The Puritan ide-

al of the minister as an intellectual 

and educational leader was steadily 

weakened in the face of the evan-

gelical ideal of the minister as a 

popular crusader and exhorter,” 

Hofstadter writes. Revivalism 

changed the nature of Protestant 

Christianity. Religious faith became 

more individualistic and less teth-

ered to institutional authority; imme-

diate experience took priority over 

tradition. A marketplace of religion 

took shape in America, and winning 

over converts took precedence, 

which meant “very little time or en-

ergy was available to think about 

God and nature, God and society, 

God and beauty, or God and the 

shape of the human mind,” Noll 

writes. 

The comity between faith and scien-

tific rationality that had previously 

existed began to fracture after the 

Civil War. The church found itself in-

creasingly at odds with advances in 

science and also new understand-

ings of the Bible, which came from 

scholars drawing on history, philos-

ophy, and literary criticism to under-

stand passages and the intentions 

and assumptions of the authors be-

hind them. The social milieu was 

changing, as well, with immigration 

and industrialization transforming 

the country. “When Christians 

turned to their intellectual resources 

for dealing with these matters, they 

found the cupboard was nearly 

bare,” Noll writes. “Scripture, they 

believed, still had the answers to all 

of life’s problems––but what were 

they? Who had been spending time 

thinking about these kinds of social 

and intellectual problems? Who had 

been devoting the energy to these 

issues that had been devoted to 

evangelism? The sad answer is that 

almost no one had been engaged in 

such a process of consistent Chris-

tian thinking.” 

The social and intellectual upheaval 

of the late nineteenth century even-

tually led to a rupture in Protestant-

ism. Some drifted toward theological 

liberalism, rejecting historically or-

thodox beliefs about Jesus’s birth, 
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humanity’s need for salvation, and 

other supernatural parts of the Bi-

ble; others retrenched and formed 

the fundamentalist movement. Cru-

cially, fundamentalists came to em-

brace a number of theological inno-

vations that were previously not at 

all central to Christian orthodoxy, 

including premillennial dispensa-

tionalism––a focus on biblical 

prophecies as a road map to differ-

ent epochs in history and, in partic-

ular, the coming of the end times––

and a simplistic, literal approach to 

the Bible. The “plain reading” meth-

od of interpretation ignored the cul-

tural and historical context in which 

biblical authors were writing, and 

encouraged believers to apply a 

misguided, quasi-scientific ap-

proach to Bible verses, treating 

them as “pieces in a jigsaw puzzle 

that needed only to be sorted and 

then fit together,” as Noll writes. 

Biblical inerrancy, which Noll points 

out had never before occupied such 

a central place in any Christian 

movement, became foundational. 

Fundamentalists also believed that 

they needed to separate them-

selves from an increasingly secular 

society. All of this had a dampening 

effect on Christian thinking about 

the world: there was little need to 

pay attention to history, global af-

fairs, and science, because the pre-

sent epoch would soon pass, usher-

ing in Jesus’s return; saving souls 

was all that mattered. “Evangelicals 

pushed analysis away from the visi-

ble present to the invisible future,” 

Noll writes. “Under these influ-

ences, evangelicals almost totally 

replaced respect for creation with a 

contemplation of redemption.” 

The modern evangelical movement 

emerged as a response to funda-

mentalism, particularly its lack of 

engagement with the social prob-

lems of the day. The evangelist Billy 

Graham and other conservative 

Protestant leaders aspired to a more 

culturally engaged brand of Christi-

anity that disavowed fundamental-

ism’s separatism but maintained a 

commitment to historic Christian 

creeds. They called their effort New 

Evangelicalism. The movement, 

which began to take shape in the 

late nineteen-forties, came to dis-

place mainline Protestantism as the 

dominant religious force in the Unit-

ed States. But fundamentalism’s 

habits of mind lingered, like an un-

dertow. “Evangelicals in the late 

twentieth century still follow a path-

way defined at the start of the twen-

tieth century,” Noll writes. In Noll’s 

assessment, there have been some 
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notable gains in the intellectual life 

of evangelicals––he points to, for in-

stance, a small cadre of evangelical 

scholars working in history, philoso-

phy, sociology, religion, and other 

fields at top academic institutions––

but he characterizes the improve-

ment as provisional and largely in 

spite of the movement, rather than 

stemming from it. He suggests that 

evangelicals interested in glorifying 

God through their thought might be 

forced to draw on ideas from other 

traditions––mainline Protestantism, 

Roman Catholicism, or perhaps 

Eastern Orthodoxy. “The scandal of 

the evangelical mind seems to be 

that no mind arises from evangeli-

calism,” Noll writes. 

During the Trump era, it became 

clear that the wasting of the evan-

gelical mind could even have dire 

consequences on American democ-

racy. For Christian thinking to flour-

ish, Noll argues that evangelicals 

must be willing to exchange some 

of the cultural and theological orna-

mentation that mark their movement 

for what is truly indispensable. 

“Much of what is distinctive about 

American evangelicalism is not es-

sential to Christianity,” he writes. In-

stead of obsessing over biblical in-

errancy, evangelicals should under-

stand the Bible as “pointing us to the 

Savior” and “orienting our entire  

existence to the service of God.”  

Rather than focussing solely on 

evangelism, evangelicals should                      

realize that gratitude to God can                

engender an array of other praise-

worthy responses. And, in place of a 

belief that a life devoted to God 

must begin with a sudden, life-

changing religious experience, 

evangelicals should understand that 

it can unfold in a more gradual pro-

cess. “To confuse the distinctive with 

the essential is to compromise the 

life-transforming character of Chris-

tian faith,” Noll writes. “It is also to 

compromise the renewal of the 

Christian mind.” 

Recently, some pastors and other 

evangelical leaders have begun to 

express alarm at how unmoored 

some members of their congrega-

tions have become. More leaders in 

the American church need to recog-

nize the emergency, but, in order for 

evangelicals to rescue the life of the 

mind in their midst, they need to 

acknowledge that the church is 

missing a vital aspect of worship-

ping God: understanding the world 

He made. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to Pray for Iglesia 

Anglicana de Chile and for its bishop 

and clergy and all its people. 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy of 

your generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen. 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those families 

and children who live in war zones. 

May the Lord God protect them and 

bring them to safety.  

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John 

Burns; June Cameron; Coral; Elizabeth 

Griffiths; Jeanell; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid 

Kell; Jesse Langenegger; David 

Laurence; David Morgan; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Mark Palmer; Michelle Phillips; 

Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts; David 

Russell; Sylvia; Sylvia Seers; Diane 

Smith; Geoff Voller and Bob Woods; 

Genevieve Woods & her fiancé Steven  

 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially that God may grant them a 

place of refreshment, light and peace.   

Pray, too, for, Betty Margaret Barber; 

Eric Gordon Pitt; John Deasey; Alan 

Hurley; Colin Ivan Payne; Kenneth Jolly; 

Phillip Davis; and for any others whose 

year’s mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at 

10.30am in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Wednesday 17th March - Patrick, Bishop, missionary to Ireland (d.461) 

 Thursday 18th March - Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Teacher (d.386) 

 Friday 19th March - Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

 Saturday 20th March - Cuthbert of Lindisfarne, bishop and missionary (d.687) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

