Welcome to worship

Sunday 14th November 2021
25th Sunday after Pentecost
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W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist every Wednesday
ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
1 Samuel 1.4-20
Song of Hannah (APBA P.429)
Hebrews 10.11-14 (15-18)
Mark 13.1-11

Year B
The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
2 Samuel 23.1-7
Ps 132.1-12 (13-18)
Revelation 1.4b-8
John 18.33-37
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Welcome Back to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to
worship again at St Paul’s after
months of lockdown.

The Greeting of Peace will continue
as a reverent bow to those one is
seated close to. Communion will be
administered at the communion rail
and directions will be provided in
the order of service.

The following services will be
offered:
•
•

•

There will be no morning tea for
the time being. When morning tea
Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist does resume, everyone will need to
sign-in again using the Hall QR
Sunday 9:30am Choral
code and observe all relevant
Eucharist with choir
hygiene protocols and physical
Wednesday 10:30am mid-week distancing requirements.
Eucharist
As the situation changes with

People are quite free to decide not
to attend Church or any event if
they do not feel comfortable doing
so. All risk management procedures will be scrupulously attended to including:
•

mandatory QR code sign in either with a smartphone or a
COVID- 19 card;

•

wear a face mask at all times;

•

sanitise your hands on entry;

•

observe the 1 person per two
square metre rule (except for
house hold groups) and sit in
alternate pews;

reference to the government’s
directives, we will review matters at
that point in time.
I am truly grateful to all those who,
over the past months, have helped
us to remain connected to God and
to each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your
loving Service of God and of God’s
people at St Paul’s and beyond.
The ministry team continues to
work on the postponed
sesquicentenary celebrations and
will communicate more about
these, along with our Advent and
Christmas services, in due course.
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I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Peace,
James.

Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive
the wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like
to guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you
not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving
from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread
only. Thank you.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not
receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread into the
cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in
contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands
than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In
addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be
consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually
the Chalice Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine
that has had multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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Click & Collect
Trading Table
Last Sunday the Trading Table made
$63.90. Please make sure you make
contact with me to order your goods
including spinach so you are not disappointed.

Guava Jelly, Apple Jelly, Quince Jelly,
Lilly Pilly Jelly, Strawberry Jam, Strawberry & Apple Jam, Raspberry Jam,
Blueberry Jam, Apricot, Apricot &
Pineapple Jam, Choko & Ginger Jam,
Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce

Marmalades
Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon with
Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime & Ginger, Cumquat, Cumquat Moroccan
Style, Orange, Orange & Rum & Raisin, Blood Orange, Orange & Rum,
Orange & Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange & Lemon with
Ginger, Orange & Passionfruit Jelly
Orange & Apricot, Citrus (various
combinations of citrus fruit), Grapefruit, Ruby Grapefruit & Pomegranate,
Chai Spice Grapefruit

The Trading Table will not be able to
take place at present due to the
COVID restrictions. I have had people
wanting to buy the many jams, marmalades and chutneys that I have
been busy preparing during the
lockdown. I have decided the best
way to help everyone get a chance to
buy the goodies is to pre-order and I
will have your parcel ready to collect
after the service. I will list the 46 vari- Spinach
eties of goodies that are available for
Bunches of spinach will also be availyou to choose from.
able

Butters

If you would like anything please conLemon & Lime, Lemon, Lemon Lime & tact me either by email, text or phone
Passion fruit
with your order. There are only a few
jars available for some of the varieChutneys/Pickles
Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw Chut- ties.
ney, Choko Chutney, Green
Looking forward to seeing you all
Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, soon!
Pear & Apple Chutney, Green Mango
Pam Brock
Chutney, Green Tomato Chutney
pambrock@hotmail.com, 97473619
Jams
or 0402547892
Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam, Golden
Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Plum Jam,
Peach & Plum Jam, Crab Apple Jelly,
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For General & Offertory
Donations

Offertory -

please use this account

Collection given at St Paul’s
this week and other donations:

details:

On line and Sunday giving: $2059

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations

Parish Pantry: $175
Donation to National trust Account:$10
Donation: $6000
TOTAL OF GIVING:$8,244
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Intercession calls
On the first Sunday of Advent, November 28, we will be renewing our
intercession list for the next six months. During the next few weeks,
please advise if you wish existing names to stay, names to be added or
names to be deleted. Contact the parish office or Fr Michael at the
following email: michael@stpaulsburwood.org.au

Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has
benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they
have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their
death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills
by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that
generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well
maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest
are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I
bequeath the sum of $............ to
the Rector and Wardens of the
Anglican parish of St Paul,
Burwood, to be used at their
absolute discretion for the
charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax
Deductibility - National Trust
Account
If you would like to make a donation to
the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it
can be done through the National
Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St
Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with
bank account details:

Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney
NSW
Please contact Pam for more
details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National
Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an
address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. This is proving very successful.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam.
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
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Toys for Christmas Giving
In the immediate Burwood area there are several families that will spend
Christmas in a Refuge within walking distance of St Paul’s. Along with their
mothers and siblings Christmas will be a safe place but it won’t be the same.
These children belong to the families that we have been supplying food
hampers to each fortnight for some weeks now. All 18 children will have a
very different Christmas this year.
I enquired what these children would like for Christmas and we came up with
the following wish list. They range in age from 2.5 years to 18 years of age.
These lists have been compiled by a social worker in conjunction with the
mother and of course the child.
All toys must be new and in good working order. If you are able to purchase
one of these toys for one of the children please right your name next to it on
the clip board at the back of the church. We don’t want several barbie dolls
and no footballs. Some gifts are expensive. You might like to get together with
a group to purchase the present
AGE
11
2.5
2.5
5
10
8
3
7
10
10
7
6
3
15
18
15
15
5

SEX
M
M
F
M
M
M
F
M
F
F
M
M
F
F
F
M
F
F

REQUEST
Micro Scooter
Dr Seuss Books
Play Kitchen
Transformers
Football
Superhero figurine
Barbie Doll
Lego
Telescope
Ahn Do Hot Dog books
Dogman books
Remote control car
Octonauts toys
Mobile Phone
Mobile Phone
Basketball
BTS album Butter
Unicorn or fairy
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Congratulations to the Newly Baptized!
Today, after the 9.30am Service, we will welcome into
the family of God, the Church, through the sacrament of
Holy Baptism, Imogen Esmay Meyers-Gosper and Fiona
Murray.
Please pray for Imogen, for her parents and
Godparents, and also pray for Fiona and her sponsor
that they may know God’s presence in their lives and be
enfolded with God’s love

Where are They Now?
With our Lunchtime Recitals currently on hold, we have contacted some
of our former recitalists asking them to share their thoughts and
experiences of life as a musician during this lockdown period.

This week’s artist is Nicole Smeulders. Nicole has the distinction, with
soprano Judith Rough and organist David Drury, of performing in the
inaugural St Paul’s Lunchtime Recital on 20th October 2015. With her
co-artists, she has given her talents graciously and generously in
making our Parish life a richer one in so many ways. Nicole continues to
be involved in other activities at St Paul’s.
Nicole’s Performance dates:


20 October 2015 with Judith Rough and David Drury



31 July 2016 Fund raising concert with Judith Rough and John Martin



16 May 2017 with Judith Rough and Michael Deasey OAM



3 September 2017 Fund raising concert with Judith Rough and
Bransby Byrne



16 April 2019 with Judith Rough and John Martin



1 October 2019 with Jo Burton and Louise Welsh

Sheryl Southwood OAM
Recital Convenor
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David Russell
Director of Music

Nicole Smeulders – Contralto
I have enjoyed performing in six recitals at St
Paul’s Church Burwood, since the inaugural recital with Judy Rough and David Drury in October
2015. The opportunity to work with fellow colleagues, has given me the chance to develop my
performance practice and air new repertoire. I
appreciate the Parishioners for attending our
concerts and being an interested and appreciative audience. The hospitality of the Parish in
providing a post-concert afternoon tea, demonstrates the extraordinary fellowship of this community. I have also enjoyed attending many recitals and have been awe
struck by the talent and depth of musicianship displayed by all the performers.
Since my last performance at St Paul’s, with Jo Burton and Louise Welsh
in October 2019, I have been involved in various musical collaborations.
Highlights include a lunchtime recital of sacred repertoire at St James
King Street with The Three Graces, Pergolesi Stabat Mater at St Peter’s
Church Surry Hills, Buxtehude Magnificat for the Australian Catholic
University and liturgical performances of Palestrina, Victoria, de Lassus,
Dalitz and Schubert with Voces Sacrae at Mary Immaculate church
Waverley.
Despite the lockdowns in 2020 and 2021, I have been fortunate to perform with the Opera Australia chorus in performances of Bizet’s Carmen, Puccini’s Tosca and, Verdi’s Ernani at the Sydney Opera House. Unfortunately, the pandemic put an end to our scheduled performances of
Aida, Attila and Otello, which were ready to be performed for the 2021
Winter Season.
I look forward to performing again at St Paul’s and particularly thank
Mrs Sheryl Southwood, Father James, Father Michael and Mr David
Russell for their support of music and musicians.
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St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord


1 Samuel 1.4-20;
For the Psalm The Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2.1–8);
Hebrews 10.11-14, 19-25; Mark 13.1-11

Do I instinctively take my grief and gratitude to God in
prayer?
Do I trust that he will answer me?
Hannah reveals her deep faith and her understanding of
God’s power and love in her song of praise after the birth of her son Samuel.
After a long period of yearning, her trust in God and her fervent prayer have
been rewarded.


Give thanks for Hannah’s faith and trust in God and for her example of
steadfast faith and persistent prayer.



Give thanks for the work and witness of MU throughout the Anglican
Communion.

Text: M. Shaw Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans© Anglican Board of
Mission, 2021
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Funerals: we did them our way
In the face of an ever-increasing commercialism, James Hastings asks
C of E priests about their approach to funeral ministry
IN THE 1995 film Dead Man Walking, there is one brief, light-hearted
scene in the otherwise sombre movie.
Sister Helen Prejean, the New Orleans-based nun and death-penalty
abolitionist (played by Susan Sarandon), has been appointed the spiritual adviser to a double murderer, Matthew Poncelet (Sean Penn), who
is on death row and scheduled for execution in six days.
Unable to find a cemetery willing to take the body, Sister Helen is relieved when her superiors agree that Poncelet can be interred in one
of the order’s burial plots beside the most recent incumbent, Sister
Celestine.
On hearing the news, Sister Helen giggles: “Celestine loved her celibacy. She used to say ‘l’m glad I won’t have to share my bed with a
man.’ Now she’s going to be lying next to a man for all eternity.”
Every celebrant who has conducted a funeral will know that funerals
and burials can be problematic.
The Vicar of Blackley and Moston, in Manchester, the Revd Eddie Roberts, officiates at more than 100 services per year, and has witnessed
everything from the dignified to the rowdy.
“I’ve had a couple of fights break out in the church during a funeral
service. It can be a time of great tension, when divisions in a family
come to the surface. It’s very sad. I’ve had to separate people, but it’s
OK; I’m built like a bouncer.”
In a time of ever-increasing choice — of celebrant, of service, and of
burial — his approach to church funerals is simple: “I meet people
where they are,” he says.
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“Around 80 per cent of those who come to us are non-churchgoers, but
they have an enormous amount of good will. Most request secular songs
rather than hymns, with Westlife’s ‘You Raise Me Up’ and Bette Midler’s
‘Wind Beneath My Wings’ among the most popular choices.
“We still get requests for Frank Sinatra singing ‘My Way’. I don’t really
care what the song is. My job is to tie the gospel to the lyrics, which is
not too difficult. If I do 100 funerals a year, with an average of 50 people
at each, that means I have witnessed [about] Jesus to 5000 people. That is
an enormous opportunity and privilege.”
Mr Roberts encourages people to plan their own funeral service, to inform their family of their decision, and not to regard the topic as taboo.
When it comes to the presence of children at funerals, he understands
the reluctance that some parents have to expose them to what remains a
solemn occasion.
“It has to be a decision for parents; but, personally, I believe children
should be allowed to attend so they can express their grief in a safe way.
Perhaps they could recite a poem or sing a song. One time, there was a
mourner, an elderly lady who was deaf; so I taught her grandson to do
the blessing in sign language. That was lovely.”
IN LIVERPOOL diocese, the Revd Juliet Stephenson emanates energy
and compassion in equal measure while talking about the Good Funeral
Company, of which she is director. Set up to provide personalised Christian-based services, it reaches out to everyone in the diocese, regularly
organising “paupers’ funerals” and funerals for those outside the
Church.
As the 2015 Celebrant of the Year at the Good Funeral Awards, she says
that it is vital that the Church should be at the heart of the burgeoning
secular funeral industry, which is backed by glossy TV and Sundaysupplement adverts.
“You can buy a 20-minute secular funeral, which is no more than a
celebration of life, anecdote after anecdote, a couple of songs, and off
17

you go, and hope to see you in
heaven,” she said.

service in the cathedral.”

“Then people look at the Church
of England, and, unfortunately,
there are some churches where
they stick, rigidly, to a format that
is distant from the mourners and
makes no mention of the deceased
as a real person — flesh and blood,
someone’s dad, or mum, or loved
one. Mourners feel shortchanged.”

“We have built a solid reputation
with them. They know who we are,
and that we are good at what we
do. They know our celebrants by
name. They can call us any time.
They send us people who don’t go
to church, or haven’t been for a
long time, because they know we
care for every single person.

Ms Stephenson emphasises the
“There is no follow-up, no
central part played by the funeral
after-care. It’s all over quickly, and director in guiding their clients to
everyone goes home. But it’s slick either a humanist or religious
and not too expensive; so it is very funeral. “Funeral directors are
popular.
the gatekeepers,” she said.

“One family told me their mum
How can the Church of England do who died was not religious, even
it differently? “Well, what we do is though she was baptised as a baby.
visit people in their home, at the
I said: ‘Since she came into the
funeral directors, or in a church if world blessed, then she can leave
they wish. We get to know the
this world blessed with a service
family, their friends, and the
that reflected her life, her
person who has died. We go over
personality, and God’s love for her.’
the hymns, readings, and tributes What we do is incarnational.”
so we can create a bespoke
WHILE dioceses agree on the
service to help people grieve,
need to walk alongside families
celebrate, and give thanks for their
and to build strong relationships
life and to say farewell.
with funeral directors, they operate
“We are always here for anyone
varied systems.
who wants to talk, and every year
we invite families to a memorial
18

In Gloucester diocese, there is a single number to ring to book a funeral,
whether in a church, a woodland burial site, or a crematorium. The
director of mission and ministry, Canon Andrew Braddock, says that the
diocese seeks to confirm a location, date, time, and name of celebrant
within 24 hours.
“There has been an amazing growth in recent years of the range of
humanist services and others which contain some kind of spirituality.

“We could see the choice of services was growing, and the Church of
England was no longer most people’s first port of call. So, we asked
funeral directors what we could do to improve what we offer. They said
the key was to make the whole process easier.
“The single telephone number we provide offers access to anywhere in
the Gloucester city or Forest South areas, whether it is for a church or a
crematorium.
“We stepped up training for vicars with regular refresher courses. When
we meet with families and loved ones, we make sure we sit and listen.
There will be a Bible reading, and the Lord’s Prayer, but we say: ‘Let’s
shape this service together.’”
As a result, they have stopped the decline in church funerals in the
diocese, “and been successful in changing people’s perception of a
Church of England service”, he says. They have also received enquiries
from the dioceses of Exeter and London about their approach.
THE Revd Dr Jeremy Brooks, in Oxford diocese, spent 20 years as a
parish priest, and is now licensed to take funerals anywhere in the
diocese.
“Unfortunately, there are lots of clergy who don’t prioritise funerals,
preferring to prioritise the living,” he said. “I would like to see deaneries
offer funeral chaplaincy on a deanery-wide basis. It may be that a role
could be combined with a house-for-duty post, so accommodation was
provided and a smaller church cared for, whilst the minister built
relationships with funeral directors and increased the numbers of church
19

funerals being done. There are
some legal issues that would have
to be ironed out, but I think it would
work.”
In Chichester diocese, the effects
of Covid on funeral services were
as disruptive as they were elsewhere in the country. The Revd Paul
Doick, Rector of Henfield with
Shermanbury and Woodmancote,
held 64 services during the pandemic.

need to remember the Church of
England is not the arbiter of good
taste. As long as the lyrics are not
anti-Christian, I allow it, although I
do ask people to check them.
“There was a time when married
couples asked for ‘Saving All My
Love For You’ by Whitney Houston,
until I explained that song is
actually about adultery, which is not
the best way to start a marriage.”

COP26: Faith leaders ‘all on
“It completely changed the way we the same page’ about
did funerals,” he said. “Most
climate - By Joe Ware
arrangements were done on the
phone; we were not allowed to hug;
and numbers were very limited,
often as low as six people. In one
particular case, a 90-year-old lady
had to sit alone at the funeral of her
100-year-old husband. It was
heartbreaking.”
Fr Doick believes that one benefit
of Covid restrictions is that churches and crematoriums may continue
to livestream services, for family or
friends living too far away to
attend. He says that most people,
however, prefer to be present at
funerals, to share personally in
mourning and celebration.
“One thing that hasn’t changed is
the request for secular music. We
20

Church brings global perspective,
says Bishop of Reading, as faith
leaders unite at summit
The Rt Revd Graham Usher, Bishop
of Norwich, chairs the launch of the
Green Church Showcase in St
George’s, Tron, in Glasgow, on
Tuesday. The Showcase...
THE Anglican Communion is
helping to give a voice to
vulnerable communities during the
COP26 summit in Glasgow, the
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd
Olivia Graham, has said.
Bishop Graham, a member of the
Church of England’s environment
working group, has been at the
summit this week, among the many

Christian people and organisations The UN summit began on Monday
lobbying and praying in Glasgow. and Tuesday with a segment
focused on speeches by world
“Leaders from all faiths are on the
leaders, some telling of their hopes
same page about climate chaos and
and fears about the climate crisis
environmental crises,” she said.
and outlining the actions their
“When we focus on something as
countries will be taking.
big as this, our differences fall into
perspective.
Bishop Graham said: “The pledges
made in the first days of this confer“With tens of millions of members
ence are good, but we need to hold
across 165 countries, the Anglican
our leaders to account on delivery.
Communion brings a global perThere are terrible consequences for
spective to the conference that’s unour planet if we fail. Looking ahead
tainted by national interests. One of
to the rest of the conference, I hope
the many benefits of an Anglican
that climate finance will become
presence here is giving voice to the
front and centre in the discussions
plight of the small island states,
here in Glasgow, and pray that the
which are already becoming slowly
voices of indigenous peoples are
submerged by rising sea levels.”
listened to during the negotiations.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury met
Among announcements that have
President Wavel Ramkalawan of the
been made so far are a commitment
Seychelles — one of these small
by India to reaching net-zero greenisland states — on Monday. The
house-gas emissions by 2070, and
Archbishop posted on Twitter a
to have half its electricity powered
photo of the two men praying, and
by renewables by the end of the
wrote: “It was an honour to meet
decade.
with the President of Seychelles,
who as well as leading one of the
More than 100 countries signed a
world’s smallest islands is also an
new commitment to halting, and reAnglican priest. We spoke and
versing, deforestation by 2030, and
prayed together about the climate committed more than £14 billion to
crisis, and the Christian calling to
doing this. There was also a new
work for justice and never give up agreement to reduce methane
hope.”
emissions, which are one of the
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most potent greenhouse gases,
caused by the mining of fossil fuels
as well as some farming practices
such as cattle-rearing.

“I have had the privilege of helping
to present the Glasgow Multifaith
Declaration and an interfaith vigil in
the centre of the city. We are present, praying, worshipping, and
The early days of the summit were
sharing with many organisations
marked by huge queues. Although
and individuals. These have includthe president of COP, Alok Sharma,
ed buying sleeping bags for chilly
said that this would be “most incluoverseas delegates, sharing worsive COP ever”, many civil-society
ship in the cathedrals and churches
delegates were excluded from nuof the city, marching with activists,
merous parts of the negotiations.
and sharing our stories. Above all,
Glasgow residents also experiwe are here praying and encouragenced disruption as police blocked ing.”
off parts of the city centre when
He said that he was taking seriously
world leaders attended an evening
efforts to help tackle climate
reception with the Prince of Wales.
change: “The SEC, and those of us in
Despite this, the Primus of the
Glasgow for COP, are very aware
Scottish Episcopal Church, the Most that we’re not doing this for ourRevd Mark Strange, said that Glas- selves but for those who were unagow was taking it in its stride, and ble to travel, and those whose lives
local people were helping lost visi- and communities will suffer most
tors with the friendliness that the
from climate change: our partners
city was known for. “The Scottish
across the Anglican Communion.
Episcopal Church has been work- The power of the Anglican Coming alongside the Anglican Communion is that we share our values
munion delegation,” he said, “and with people across the whole of the
we’ve also spent time with the
world, highlighting the needs of
World Council of Churches delega- every person in every community.
tion, ensuring direct communica“The Scottish Episcopal Church
tion between those inside the Blue
intends to be carbon-neutral by
Zone and those seeking to have a
2030. We have disposed of all
say from outside.
direct investment in fossil-fuel
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extraction companies, and currently have no indirect investments in
fossil-fuel extraction. We are also
about to publish a toolkit to help
individuals, congregations, and, in
fact, the whole institution, to make
the necessary changes to help
meet our target. We are trying to
be proactive, not simply reactive, to
the situation around us. This is our
home, and we follow its creator.”
The summit continues next week
with negotiations continuing on
subjects including finance for developing countries, as well technical issues such as the trading of
carbon credits.

about what it means to be fully
human and part of a complex web
of life. As Christians, we have
something vital to contribute to
reshaping our culture and,
together, becoming a society that’s
more community-minded and
earth-aware.”

Rome, Constantinople, and
Canterbury join in urging
‘meaningful sacrifices’ to
protect Creation
- By ED THORNTON
People, whatever their belief, are
called on to make sacrifices

A man pushes his bicycle across a
Bishop Graham said that Christians wooden bridge over a canal dried
would also have an important part up during ongoing drought, in
to play in the fight against climate Madagascar, on Saturday
change once the COP26 was over. CLIMATE CHANGE is “an immediShe said: “We are Easter people
ate and urgent matter of survival”,
who carry within us an Easter
the Archbishop of Canterbury,
hope. This is a crisis facing all of
Pope Francis, and the Ecumenical
humanity, but now is not the time to Patriarch, Bartholomew, write in a
despair. These talks will need to
joint message released on Tuesengage every aspect of what it
day. They call on people to make
means to be human — physical,
“meaningful sacrifices for the sake
emotional, intellectual, and above of the earth which God has given
all, spiritual — if they’re going to
us”.
succeed.
It is the first time that the three
“The Bible teaches us about care
church leaders have jointly adfor creation, and has much to say
dressed “the urgency of environ23

mental sustainability, its impact on persistent poverty, and the importance of global cooperation”, they write in “A Joint Message for the
Protection of Creation”.
After noting that September is the Season of Creation, and that world
leaders are due to meet in Glasgow in November for the COP26 climate
talks, they write: “As leaders of our churches, we call on everyone,
whatever their belief or worldview, to endeavour to listen to the cry of the
earth and of people who are poor, examining their behaviour and
pledging meaningful sacrifices for the sake of the earth which God has
given us.”
They refer to Bible passages which “invite us to adopt a broader outlook
and recognise our place in the extended story of humanity”; but they go
on to say that “we have taken the opposite direction. We have maximised
our own interest at the expense of future generations. By concentrating
on our wealth, we find that long-term assets, including the bounty of
nature, are depleted for short-term advantage. . .
“Nature is resilient, yet delicate. We are already witnessing the
consequences of our refusal to protect and preserve it (Gn 2.15). Now, in
this moment, we have an opportunity to repent, to tum around in resolve,
to head in the opposite direction. We must pursue generosity and fairness in the ways that we live, work and use money, instead of selfish
gain.”
There is a “profound injustice”, they write, in the fact that “the people
bearing the most catastrophic consequences of these abuses [of the
planet] are the poorest on the planet and have been the least responsible
for causing them. . . there is an innate call within us to respond with
anguish when we see such devastating injustice.”
They go on to argue that the extreme weather events and natural
disasters of recent months demonstrate “that climate change is not only a
future challenge, but an immediate and urgent matter of survival.
“Widespread floods, fires and droughts threaten entire continents. Sea
levels rise, forcing whole communities to relocate; cyclones devastate
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entire regions, ruining lives and livelihoods. Water has become scarce
and food supplies insecure, causing conflict and displacement for millions of people. We have already seen this in places where people rely
on small scale agricultural holdings. Today we see it in more industrialised countries where even sophisticated infrastructure cannot completely prevent extraordinary destruction.”
The future could be worse, they warn: “Today’s children and teenagers
will face catastrophic consequences unless we take responsibility now,
as ‘fellow workers with God’ (Gn 2.4-7), to sustain our world. . . For their
sake, we must choose to eat, travel, spend, invest and live differently,
thinking not only of immediate interest and gains but also of future benefits. We repent of our generation’s sins.”
The message concludes by calling for co-operation. “If we think of humanity as a family and work together towards a future based on the common good, we could find ourselves living in a very different world. Together we can share a vision for life where everyone flourishes. Together
we can choose to act with love, justice and mercy. Together we can walk
towards a fairer and fulfilling society with those who are most vulnerable
at the centre.
“But this involves making changes. Each of us, individually, must take
responsibility for the ways we use our resources. This path requires an
ever¬ closer collaboration among all churches in their commitment to
care for creation. Together, as communities, churches, cities and nations,
we must change route and discover new ways of working together to
break down the traditional barriers between peoples, to stop competing
for resources and start collaborating.”
Those in positions of leadership, such as politicians, investors, and
business leaders, are urged to “choose people-centred profits; make
short-term sacrifices to safeguard all our futures; become leaders in the
transition to just and sustainable economies. ‘To whom much is given,
much is required.’ (Lk 12:48).”
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They conclude: “Caring for God’s
creation is a spiritual commission
requiring a response of commitment. This is a critical moment. Our
children’s future and the future of
our common home depend on it.”
In an interview on Radio 4’s Today
programme on Thursday,
Archbishop Welby was asked what
“meaningful sacrifices” he had
made in response to climate
change. He replied: “I’ve cut back
on travel. We , like so many people,
[are] very committed to recycling
and all that. I used to have an official
car, a diesel car, I no longer have
that. . . We’ve cut right back on
meat. I’d like to pretend that was entirely virtuous, it’s also something to
do with health and money.”
The Archbishop was also asked
what steps were being taken in the
Church of England to combat
climate change, and whether

the Church’s investment bodies had
disinvested entirely from fossil-fuel
holdings. He said that parishes
were committed to reaching
net-zero carbon emissions by 2030,
and that, as investors, “we believe
in engagement and not just
divestment”.
He continued: “Christians believe in
conversion. We want to see
companies change their behaviour.
We’ve divested of coal because
there’s no clean way forward. We
chair and set up a group called the
Transition Pathway Initiative, which
has more than £10 trillion under
management around the world . . .
and we have a tool which enables
us to engage with companies, particularly in the extractive industries,
and see if they’re changing or not.
We are progressively divesting from
those who refuse to change, and
we’re working with those who are
keen on change.”

Quote of the Week…
"He who lays up treasures on earth spends his life backing away from his
treasures. To him, death is loss. He who lays up treasures in heaven looks
forward to eternity; he's moving daily toward his treasures. To him, death is
gain."
– Randy Alcorn
Founder and Director of Eternal Perspective Ministries & a Former Pastor
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If reopening causes deaths, is it ethical?
- By Elspeth Kernebone
After months of isolation Victorians have flocked back into public spaces, and the homes of those we love. But even as vaccination rates rise,
the state has continued to record hundreds of new cases daily. As more
people are infected, more continue to die from COVID-19.
So, is it morally acceptable to reopen our society if it means continued
spread of COVID-19, and continued death from the virus?
Experts say the ethics of the situation are not straightforward, whichever
way you look at it.
Denise Cooper-Clarke – like everyone else – was delighted when she
heard lockdown was ending. But when the medical ethicist thought
about what it could potentially cost, it was sobering.
With cases in the thousands even during lockdown, people were already
dying from COVID-19. But the question for Dr Cooper-Clarke was about
the number of people who would die because the state reopened. Would
it be more than what was already occurring?
In the short term, health workers have braced themselves for more hospitalisations, intensive care admissions, and deaths.

But Dr Cooper-Clarke said long term, things were less certain.
She said even with modelling, no one knew how long the pandemic
would last, or whether a new variant would emerge, possibly more
deadly, more contagious, or vaccine resistant.
On the other hand, new therapies might be developed, and Victoria
would also potentially reach a very high vaccination rate, she said.

Dr Cooper-Clarke said that the question was tricky, even from a philosophically utilitarian point of view. In this framework, what is ethical is
determined by weighing up the relative harms and relative benefits.
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This stance had been put forward a number of times over the past 18
months, but even within this framework there was a basic difficulty
weighing up the balance of harms which could not easily be compared
to each other, Dr Cooper-Clarke said.
But she said for Christians, ethics was not based on this purely utilitarian
calculation of harms and benefits. It also invoked principles and virtues,
such as loving your neighbour.

While they might not be dying, our neighbours were suffering because
of lockdown. So Dr Cooper-Clarke said, the question was, “Which course
of action is more loving?”.
For her, this was where a Christian ethic’s strong principle of respect for
human life became important, as it considered each human life precious,
including those of people who were elderly, sick, disabled, or chronically
ill: all at more risk from COVID.
“As Christians we’ll probably give more weight to [these people’s]
deaths than a purely utilitarian approach would. In fact many Christians
see Christian ethics as involving prioritising rather than discounting the
needs of the most vulnerable,” Dr Cooper-Clarke said.
“But even this is not purely straightforward, because the most vulnerable
in our society, the disadvantaged, the disabled, and those with mental illness, and those who live with few social supports, are also the ones who
suffer the most from lockdowns. So they kind of lose both ways.”
But Dr Cooper-Clarke pointed out that society made decisions similar to
reopening all the time. She said in situations such as the road toll, we accepted a lot of death and injury on the road that could be prevented if
people stopped driving. But she said, society didn’t ban driving, because
people wanted the freedom and benefits that came with being able to
drive.
For Dr Cooper-Clarke, the challenge when considering reopening was
that the net benefits and harms were incommensurable, that is, there was
no easy way to compare them.
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On a personal scale Dr Cooper-Clarke said it was important Christians
recognised it was their responsibility to minimise the risk of COVID-19
deaths in their circle. She said this meant getting vaccinated and encouraging others to do the same.
For churches, caring for the vulnerable might also mean being stricter
than the government prescribed, she said. This might involve offering
small, vaccinated-only services for people who were fully vaccinated but
still vulnerable, she said.
She said it also meant protecting the unvaccinated, who were also vulnerable.
Public health physician Nathan Grills agreed that more deaths from
COVID-19 seemed inevitable. But he said it was hard to ignore the huge
utilitarian benefit of reopening for most of Victoria’s seven million residents.
Like Dr Cooper-Clarke, Professor Grills said it was hard to compare easily countable deaths with the hidden toll of lockdown on many people’s
lives.
As a Christian and a doctor, Professor Grills’ key concern was that the
state protect the vulnerable and the marginalised as it reopened.
Professor Grills said it came back to the effectiveness of the
immunisation program in targeting groups at higher risk of severe
COVID-19, or who were vulnerable in other ways. He said groups such as
people with a disability, or people from non-English speaking
communities, needed intentional communication with information about
vaccines.
Professor Grills said churches needed to work with groups who were
disadvantaged, and with those they were connected to.
So, he gave the example of church-run disability service providers. He
said they needed to ask how they could work closely with people at high
risk, to make sure they were connected to the system and aware of the
dangers.
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INTERCESSIONS November 14th, 2021
[CELEBRANT] Lord of love and mercy, you heard the prayers of Hannah
when she appealed to you, hear the prayers we offer for the church and
the world.
Life-giving God, we pray for you Holy Church and for all who preach your
Gospel of love and forgiveness, particularly Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka
our Archbishop, Michael our area bishop, Fr James, Fr Michael and
Rosemary. We pray for ourselves; as we go out into your world this morning,
asking that in all we do in the week ahead, we may walk more closely with
you, guided by your wisdom and upheld by your strength.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer.
Life-giving God, you give us laws to live by so that we don’t need to act
unwisely, yet the world is plagued by the results of poor decision-making. As
we meet in peace this morning, it is easy to forget how many countries there
are where peace and security are unknown and poverty and famine reign.
Uphold communities as they seek to remain trusting and faithful in the face
of insurmountable challenges and keep us mindful of their needs. We pray
especially for the peoples of Ethiopia, Somalia, Yemen, Madagascar and the
aid agencies struggling to support them.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer.
Life-giving God, give us grace to place our trust in you, in darkness and in
light. Be our strength and hope in the face of the challenges that beset us. We
pray particularly for children and teenagers questioning the directions our
world, our country and our community are taking, but feeling helpless to
bring about change. Help us to listen to the ideals of the young and to
support their aspirations.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer.
Life-giving God we pray for all in any form of need that they may know your
love surrounding them. We bring before you those on our parish prayer list:
Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; Anthony Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns;
June Cameron; Darren; Malcom Green; Grace Mao-Jing; Greg; Enid Kell,
Carol Kroger, Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; David Morgan; Graham
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Norman; Alister & Sally Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane Smith;
Margaret Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie; Geoff Voller and Bob
Woods. May their suffering be lessened and their endurance strengthened.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer.
Life-giving God, we pray for those whom we love, but see no longer. We pray
for the recently departed and those who have their year’s mind at this time:
Gwendoline Jean Brunton, Betty Mary King, Bonnie Chan, John Turner Watkins,
Susan Kelly, Dorothea Whittome, John Jagger and Jean Kenrick Gurton. We
commit our loved ones to your infinite mercy that they may rest in a place of
light and peace.
[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Tuesday 16th November - Margaret of Scotland, Queen, Helper, of the
poor (d.1093)



Wednesday 17th November - Hilda of Whitby, abbess (d.680) Hugh,
Bishop of Lincoln (d.1200)



Friday 19th November - Elizabeth of Hungary, princess & Philanthropist
(d.1231)



Friday 12th November - Charles Simeon, Priest and Evangelist (d.1836)
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