Welcome to worship
Sunday 15th May 2022
Fifth Sunday of Easter
8.00am
9.30am
10.30am

W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday
ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I am

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora

Nation

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
for Today
Acts 11.1-18
Ps 148
Revelation 21.1-6
John 13.31-35

Year C

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

The First Reading
Acts 16.9-15
The Psalm
Ps 67
The Epistle
Revelation 21.10-14,22-22.5
The Gospel
John 14.23-29 or John 5:1-9
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive
the wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like
to guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask
you not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable
receiving from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive
the bread only.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that
not receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread
into the cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in
contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the
hands than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic.
In addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be
consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually
the Chalice Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine
that has had multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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News from St Paul’s …
required for indoor premises.

Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to
welcome you to worship with us at
St Paul’s.
The following services will be
offered:
•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral
Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week
Eucharist



QR check-in are no longer
required at places of worship.

The Greeting of Peace will
continue as a reverent bow to those
one is seated close to. Communion
will be administered at the
communion rail and directions will be
provided in the order of service.
Everyone is welcome to come to our
Morning tea. You no longer need to
sign-in. We will still observe all
relevant hygiene protocols .

As the situation changes with
People are quite free to decide not to reference to the government’s
attend Church or any event if they do directives, we will review matters at
not feel comfortable doing so. All risk that point in time.
management procedures will be
I am truly grateful to all those who,
scrupulously attended to.
over the past months, have helped us
From Saturday 18th of February 2022, to remain connected to God and to
singing and dancing is permitted.
each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your
The following rules also applies:
loving Service of God and of God’s

Density limits no longer apply
people at St Paul’s and beyond.


Anyone can attend a wedding,
funeral or place of worship.



You are not required to be fully
vaccinated or show proof of your
vaccination status.



Face masks are no longer

I hold you and our community,
nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and
surround you at this time.
Fr James
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St Paul’s Church Archive Search
The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked
regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time
consuming in many cases.
We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150
per search and could include a copy of documents.

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized!
Today, after the 9.30am Service, we will welcome into the
family of God, the Church, through the sacrament of Holy
Baptism Christopher Fady Kalache and Alaria Marie
Chand.

Please pray for Christopher and Alaria, for their parents and Godparents
that they may know God’s presence
The flowers in the church today are
in their lives and be enfolded with
given to the glory of God
God’s love.

Parish Intercessions
During the month of May, we do
our twice-yearly revision of the
Parish Intercession list to be ready
for the first Sunday of June.
We rely totally on the information
that comes from parishioners.
Therefore, we need to know which
names remain to remain and which
need to be removed as well as to be
added.
Please contact the parish office,
or email:

michael@stpaulsburwood.org.au
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and in memory of

Margaret and Charles Chambers

Lovingly remembered
by Chris & Owen

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine upon
them!

Flowers as a Memorial
Flowers and different types of
vegetation have been used
through the centuries for
adornment and decoration and
as gifts and offerings. At times
different species have been
associated with particular
feelings or ideas. As far back
as Elizabethan England we have
written evidence of this, ‘There’s
rosemary, that’s for
remembrance… and there is
pansies, that’s for
thoughts’ (Hamlet). In Victorian
times books were even published outlining the meanings of different
flowers. Most of us still think of remembrance when rosemary is
mentioned.
Decorating out church with flowers is one way to remember a loved one
or in thanksgiving for a special event. If you would like to give flowers in
memory of a loved one, or as an offering of thanksgiving please contact
Judith Laurence the week prior to the date at judealaurence@gmail.com
or on 0438041726 and contact Caroline in the parish office via email
office@stpaulsburwood.org.au or on 02 97858683 to arrange the
wording of the memorial notice in the pew bulletin.
Flowers can be placed in different areas of the church except in Lent
and Advent when the memorial bowl can only be placed at the font.
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urwood

ommunity

hoir

@ St Paul’s
The Burwood Community Choir was formed
in the latter part of 2019. The Choir is open to
anyone and everyone who wants to join with
others in song. You do not have to have any
special musical expertise; just love to sing.
There are no auditions for the choir and no
membership fees. If people are able to make
a donation to help with expenses then that is
most acceptable but it is not a requirement
for participation in the choir.
The choir rehearses in the main hall at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church located at
205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood. We meet during school term times. In 2022,
rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. Our Music Director and Conductor is
Mrs Karen Carey. If you can’t have fun with Karen at the helm, you just can’t have fun!
During rehearsals we do some warm-up exercises and learn a variety of songs that will
become a program for a performance at the end of the school term. In spite of COVID, we
have managed to deliver two performances (2019 and 2020) and lead a rousing evening
of favourite Christmas Carols with full audience participation at the end of 2021.
St Paul’s provides help and support for the organisation and running of the choir.
Donations from audiences at our performances help to support the St Paul’s “Pantry”
which provides groceries and food items to those experiencing hardship in our
community. So you are not only singing for fun but helping those in need at the same
time.
BCC started 2022 rehearsals on 15 March 2022. If you want a little “taste” of our efforts we
are on You Tube – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0 https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
Come and join us in song and friendship. We are looking forward to meeting you.
If you need further information email Barbara Stone (Choir Director).

barbarastoneam@gmail.com
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Trading Table
The Trading Table made $43 last Sunday. The Mother’s Day raffle sales continue. We have $317.50 so far. Please get your tickets after the services. Thank
you for your support. There is still some of the latest Epistle (Lent to Easter)
available for the very reasonable price of $7.
We look forward to serving you with our jams/chutneys (see below for the
varieties), plants etc.
Butters
Lime & Passionfruit, Lime
Chutneys/Pickles
Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple
Chutney, Choko Chutney,
Jams
Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam, Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava
Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce,
Raspberry & Apple Jam, Peach Liqueur Jam, Spiced Nectarine Jam, Spiced
Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, Spiced Fig & Apple Jam
Marmalades
Mandarin, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon, Orange, Orange & Rum &
Raisin, Orange & Rum, Orange & Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange & Passion fruit Jelly, Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Grapefruit, Chai Spiced Grapefruit
Plants
The plants are going into hibernation as the weather gets colder.
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each
There are some EPSON computer inks available in various colours. Cyan
TO492, Yellow TO494, light Magenta TO496, Magenta TO493, and Light Cyan
To 495. Also Canon Black BC-)1, BJ cartridge. Do you have a printer that could
use these?
Thank you for your support.
Pam Brock
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Fire Protection System in the Church
St. Paul’s has been awarded a NSW Heritage grant of $41,000.00 to help
meet half of the cost of a state of the art fire protection system in the
Church.
We need to raise the other $41,000.00 to match this grant to ensure that
St. Paul’s is protected from any risk of fire.

This state of the art system includes fire brigade monitoring that will
not be set off by candles burning and using incense in our Services.
Donations can be made to the National Trust Account which are tax
deductable.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
We are seeking to ensure that the entire precinct (that is, the Church,
the Rectory, the Hall, and the grounds) is refurbished and maintained to
the highest standard and your help is greatly appreciated. Thank you.
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad your peace in the hearts of
all and banish from them the spirit that makes for war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family and in obedience to your law,

St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

Mother’s Day Raffle
Prodyne Hostess Set ( 3-tier Stairway
This won’t be drawn for a couple of
Salad bowl, Buffet on ice, Condiments
weeks as we need to raise some more
on ice)
money. Have you got your tickets?
Plus more
Tickets $2 each or 3 for $5
Please support this fundraiser for the
Prizes include Sunbeam Feel Perfect
fabric of the church
heated throw (cosy microfleece)
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For General & Offertory

Do-

nations
please use this account

details:

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s this week
and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $3,359.00
≈ Parish Pantry: $550
≈ National Trust Donation: $10
≈ Consort 8 Donation: $700
TOTAL OF GIVING:$4,619.00

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir

Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Donations
details:

please use this account
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............
to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood,
to be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of
the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust

Account

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
All Preserved foods urgently needed.
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INDOORS …
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Who wins when politics and religion collide, particularly during a federal election?
ABC Southern Qld / By Peter Gunders
Politics and religion. Raise these topics at your Easter family gathering
and you may get fireworks.
But the 2022 federal election straddles the most important event on the
Christian calendar, so how does the role of faith fit on the political spectrum?
In the heart of Queensland's so-called Bible-belt, bishop Cameron Venables is not afraid to raise topics usually shunned in polite conversation.
"Sometimes I meet people who say, 'We don't want you to talk about politics because religion and politics shouldn't mix'," he said.
"I find that almost incomprehensible."
The Western Regional Bishop in the Anglican Church Southern Queensland said it was time to take a leap of faith and open up the conversation.
"Because if religion is about faith, and faith is about every aspect of life,
then politics is how we shape our society. It's all about life," he said.
Separation of church and state?
As Australia's first pentecostal prime minister, Scott Morrison has
attracted criticism from secularists worried about the threat of theocracy,
but he is not the first political leader to openly practise a Christian faith.
Opposition leader Anthony Albanese has spoken about his Roman
Catholic upbringing.
In secular, multicultural Australia, Christianity is still the dominant
religion — 12 million people identified as 'Christian' in the 2016 census.
Simon Smart, the director of the non-denominational Centre for Public
Christianity, said the term 'conservative Christians' was a modern stereo16

type.

He said until a few decades ago,
Roman Catholics could be counted
"Historically, Christians have been
on to vote Labor, while
very prominent in what people
Presbyterians were "90 to 95 per
think of as progressive movements,"
cent Liberal Party".
he said.
"There had been a very strong link
Changing tide
between voting and church, but that
Mr Smart points to the Christian
has really withered away," Dr Wilchurch's involvement in the forliams said.
mation of trade unions, female suf"Regional Queensland has a higher
frage, and the anti-slavery movelevel of Christian identity than most
ment.
of the rest of Australia, but that's not
"It shouldn't really be the case that the reason they swung to [Scott
'Christian equals conservative' po- Morrison in 2019].
litically," he said.
"They swung because he was pro"But it is also true that in the last 20 mining, liked football and wasn't goor 30 years, as countries like Ausing to introduce new taxes — an
tralia have become more secular,
Australian with whom they could
there has been a bit more of a cap- identify. It really had nothing to do
turing of significant parts of the
with Christianity."
Christian constituency with one end
What would Jesus do?
of politics.
So, on today's political spectrum,
"The Christian church is such a
would Jesus fit anywhere?
spectrum of different denominations, but also different political
"I think he'd blow up Vote Compass
views. And it really should be that
actually," Mr Smart laughed.
too."
"[Jesus] has a habit of confounding
Political commentator and Griffith expectations and being very
University associate professor Paul different from what people are
Williams said the role of faith in
expecting him to be.
people's voting intentions had
declined over the years.
"I think it's a bit presumptuous to try
17

to guess — certainly for me — what news for those who are poor in our
he might do in any given situation. society?' and that will go on to what
the issues are, whether we're
"But we'd probably be able to
talking about housing affordability
broadly say he's likely to be radical
and homelessness," he said.
when it comes to issues of justice
and care for the poor, but deeply
"In terms of care — love thy
conservative when it comes to
neighbour — in terms of love of
issues of personal ethics, healthy
environment and stewardship for
systems, building communities, and the future … any candidate that's
that type of thing."
not talking about realistic policy on
that falls quite short."
Authenticity in leadership
Mr Smart agrees the idea of 'love
For Bishop Venables, all aspiring
thy neighbour' should extend all
political leaders should take a leaf
the way to the voting booth.
out of Jesus's book.
"That vote should be a vote for
"Jesus was a leader who genuinely
other people," he said.
listened to others and went to
others to hear their perspective,"
"Not just my self-interest, or my
he said.
personal cost benefit equation; the
Christian person who takes their
"Whether it's the woman at a well,
faith seriously should be oriented
a leper, or a tax collector up a tree,
towards the common good.
the stories just roll on and on and
on.
"Now, different Christians will
disagree about how best to achieve
"Sometimes we see pictures of
that outcome, and that's entirely
leaders who are posing for
legitimate, but the outcome itself
photographs, but there isn't
should be a shared one."
genuine listening and genuine
response to information received."
Bishop Venables said Jesus's vision
of leadership was about protecting
the most vulnerable.
"There's that sense of 'what is good
18

Witnesses, patrons, faithful disciples: The women at the cross and the tomb -By Amy-Jill Levine
All four Gospels depict women at Jesus’s cross and tomb, and all four tell
different stories. Each narrative offers profound perspectives on life and
death, despair and hope.
Mark’s Gospel has sixteen chapters — at the end of the fifteenth chapter,
after describing Jesus’s death, Mark observes that watching from a
distance were women, including Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James the younger and Joses, and Salome. These women not only
followed Jesus in Galilee, but also provided for him. We suddenly realise
that women have been with Jesus the entire time.
For Mark, these named women are temporarily failures. First, they plan to
anoint Jesus’s body — an unneeded action. Two chapters earlier, Mark
described how an unnamed woman poured expensive ointment on Jesus’s head. When his dinner companions complain at this extravagance,
Jesus counters that she had anointed his body beforehand for its burial.
Next, the named women, like the male followers, refused to believe Jesus’s predictions that he would be resurrected. At the tomb, a “young
man” (probably an angel) orders them to tell the disciples that Jesus will
meet them in Galilee, “just as he told you” (Mark 16:7). Jesus made this
announcement as he was leaving the Last Supper. We can therefore locate the women at the Supper as well. Finally, according to Mark’s original ending (16:8), the women flee from the tomb in fear and say nothing.
But this cannot be the end of the story.
Mark’s Gospel offers at least three takeaways regarding the women. To
begin with, the three named women have three male counterparts —
Peter, John, and James — who equally fail: they fail to support Jesus at
Gethsemane; they flee at his arrest; Peter denies him three times. But just
as an anonymous woman does what the named women do not, so another
anonymous outsider, a Roman centurion at the cross, proclaims the dead
Galilean a “son of God”. Insiders can fail while outsiders see truth. Mark
also signals that the end of the Gospel is not the end of the story. We
know that the women conveyed their message; we know that Peter, James,
19

and John become apostles. Both
men and women move from despair
to hope, from silence to proclamation, from failure to new life.
Unlike Mark, Matthew places the
wife of Zebedee, mother of the
disciples James and John, “at the
cross”. Again, unlike Mark, Mrs
Zebedee appears earlier in this
Gospel: where Mark has John and
James ask Jesus, “Grant us to sit,
one at your right hand and one at
your left, in your glory” (10:37), in
Matthew “the mother of the sons of
Zebedee” makes the request
(20:20). The request is misplaced,
since the mission is not to rule but
to serve. The people who will be on
Jesus’s left and right will be the other two victims of crucifixion.
In Matthew’s Gospel, Mrs Zebedee
is at the cross but not at the tomb.
We can image her returning to
Galilee to encourage her
frightened sons. Matthew records
two women, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary, going not to anoint
the body but to see the tomb (28:1).
Matthew, remembering the story of
the woman at the dinner, knows
another anointing is unnecessary.
People did watch tombs: to rescue
someone buried alive and to
protect the tomb from grave
20

robbers. An angel commissions the
two women to proclaim both Jesus’s
resurrection and his anticipated
appearance in Galilee. As they
leave the tomb with both fear and
joy, they encounter Jesus and
worship him. He repeats the
command to proclaim the good
news. Since the end of the Gospel
reports that the disciples met Jesus
in Galilee, we can conclude that the
women fulfilled their commission
Luke offers another variant on
Mark’s narrative. In Luke’s account,
the women bring spices to the
tomb to anoint Jesus’s body. Their
plan is not redundant, since Luke
omits the story of the woman who
anointed Jesus’s head for his burial.
Instead, in a scene set much earlier
in the Gospel, Luke describes an
anonymous woman, called a
“sinner”, who anoints Jesus’s feet.
In another change from Mark’s
account, Mary Magdalene, Joanna
the wife of Herod Antipas’s steward
(that is, his chief financial officer),
Mary the mother of James, and
other women come to the tomb.
Two of these women appeared
earlier in the Gospel, when Luke
mentions that among the people
following Jesus in Galilee were
some women he had cured, includ-

ing “Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,
and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many
others”. Luke then adds that these
women “provided for
themout of their resources” (8:2-3). The technical term for this service is
patronage. According to the first-century Jewish historian Josephus,
Pharisees had women patrons; Lydia served as Paul’s patron (Acts 16),
and Tabitha served as patron to a group of widows (Acts 9). Rather than
think of these women as cooking, cleaning, or mending — activities of
which men too are capable — we should think of them as supporting the
cause financially.
In Luke’s account, the women at the tomb encounter two men in dazzling
clothes (again, angels) who remind them of Jesus’s prediction of his resurrection. These women do not flee in fear and silence. Instead, remembering Jesus’s words, they report what they have seen and heard to the
followers, men and women, who do not believe their message. While
countless commentators assert that the women are not believed because
women’s testimony was not accepted, that is not the case. The problem is
not the messengers but the message: the inability to believe that Jesus
was raised from the dead. The take-away begins with the obvious: Listen
to the women.
According to John’s Gospel, the women at the Cross are not at a distance
— standing near were Jesus’s mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. Jesus sees his mother, never named in
the Fourth Gospel, and similarly anonymous disciple “whom he loved”
— tradition identifies this disciple as John the son of Zebedee. Jesus tells
his mother, “Woman, here is your son”, and he tells the disciple, “Here is
your mother” (19:25-26). Given that John is the purported author of the
Gospel, we might imagine he wrote under the direction of Jesus’s
mother.
John’s story of the empty tomb focuses on Mary Magdalene. The scene
recollects the eleventh chapter, where Martha who goes to the tomb of
her dead brother Lazarus. The connection already anticipates the
resurrection of Jesus. Angels ask Mary Magdalene, “Woman, why are you
21

weeping?” (20:13), and we remember Jesus, who wept at Lazarus’s
death. Martha tells Jesus, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world” (11:27), and so we anticipate that
Mary Magdalene will also recognise Jesus’s identity. Mary explains to
the angels that she weeps because she thinks someone has stolen the
body. John’s Gospel thus recognises that rumours had spread
regarding why the tomb was empty (rumours noted in Matthew 28:1315), and immediately counters them.
As Mary weeps, she hears a man repeat, “Woman, why are you
weeping?” (John 20:15). The address “woman” echoes Jesus’s address
to his mother at the wedding in Cana and at the cross, to the Samaritan
woman at the well, and to the woman caught in adultery. Jesus calls
them all “woman” but at the same time recognises their diversity, their
gifts, and their needs. The repeated vocative functions as a call:
Remember the women.
Mary thinks the man is the gardener. Only when he calls her by her
name does she realise that it is Jesus speaking with her. This reunion —
in a garden, mourning for a lover presumed dead, mistaken identity,
recognition — evokes the Hellenistic romance, and then breaks the
convention by having the male and female protagonists represent not
physical love and marriage, but divine love and a new family. John has
already evoked and then broken a number of other literary conventions. For example, in the fourth chapter, Jesus meets a woman at a well
and they discuss marriage. The scene reminds us of how Abraham’s
servant meets Rebecca, Isaac’s bride-to-be, at a well; Jacob meets
Rachel at a well; Moses meets Zipporah at a well. But Jesus does not
marry the multiply-married Samaritan woman. Instead, she is the
reason he visits the Samaritan village. Instead of describing a marriage
between separated lovers, John depicts Jesus commanding Mary
Magdalene to tell the disciples that he is “ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God” (20:17). This new family,
modelled by the mother of Jesus and the Beloved Disciple, is created
not by marriage and not by kinship, but by fidelity to Jesus. Mary ful22

fills her commission and thus becomes the apostle to the apostles.
Mark commissions readers to finish the story and so turn from despair to hope and from fear to joy.
Matthew shows the fidelity of the
women and celebrates their vision
of their resurrected Lord. Luke affirms not only the role of women as
patrons, but also the role of women
as the first witnesses. John tells stories of Jesus’s unconventional encounters with women, affirms their
fidelity, and places them in the
new family Jesus creates. To overlook the women, in all their diverse capabilities and contributions, is to overlook a necessary
part of the story of Jesus.

Russian atrocities

de-

nounced by Ukrainian church leaders
- By JONATHAN LUXMOORE

received horrific footage of civilian
killings: it is difficult to explain and
understand how the murder of
innocent people and children can
be justified,” the leader of the
independent Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, Metropolitan Epiphany
Dumenko, said.
“Today, we heard that the peoples
of Holy Russia are peaceful, while
we see the ideology of the ‘Russian
world’ justifying murder, violence,
and war. This ideology must be
rejected and condemned, as was
the ideology of Nazism.”
The message was published before
a speech on Tuesday by President
Zelensky to the United Nations
Security Council, describing how
civilians were shot in the streets,
thrown into wells, and crushed by
tanks in a list of alleged Russian war
crimes.

President Zelensky reports to UN
about alleged war crimes

The leader of Ukraine’s Greek
Catholic Church, Major Archbishop
UKRAINIAN church leaders have
Svetoslav Shevchuk, said on
hardened their tone amid growing Tuesday that “macabre scenes” of
evidence of Russian army atrocities people “tortured and killed simply
in their country.
for being Ukrainians and speaking
Ukrainian” in towns close to the
capital had been displayed “before
“As we received good news that the the eyes of the world” in the run-up
Kyiv region was liberated, we also to Easter. He counted on the
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international community, he said, to ensure that the perpetrators
would “face their Nuremberg trials”.
“Ukraine is facing its Golgotha, its crucifixion, and today I ask all
Christians around the world, all people of good will, not to turn their
eyes away from this humiliation and suffering, from the deaths and
wounds of Ukraine.”
Ukrainian officials confirmed that the remains of hundreds of civilians,
many with marks of torture and rape, had been recovered from Irpin,
Hostomel, Borodyanka, and other northern towns recently abandoned
by Russian forces. A mass grave near an Orthodox church in Bucha is
still being investigated.
In his Security Council speech, President Zelensky said that similar
scenes of outrage were being repeated across his country. Russia’s
ambassador to the UN, Vasily Nebenzya, denied that any crimes had
been committed.
The European Union and the United States said that they were
preparing further sanctions against Moscow, and pledged help for
investigations with a view to future war-crime charges.
In a statement on Monday, the World Council of Churches (WCC)
expressed abhorrence at the reported atrocities, and called for them
to be documented. “War is a context inherently conducive to such
brutality, which underlines the need for systems of legal
accountability to prosecute perpetrators, in order to curb the worst in
humanity,” the statement said. It was signed by the WCC’s Orthodox
acting general secretary, the Revd Professor Ioan Sauca.
“We appeal to those responsible for conceiving, pursuing, and supporting this war to stop the bloodshed and destruction, and to save the
lives of all the children, women, and men in the way of their ambition.”
Speaking during a visit to Malta at the weekend, Pope Francis
described the conflict as a “sacrilegious war”, and told government
and civil-society representatives that Europeans had believed that
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“invasions of other countries, savage street fighting, and atomic threats”
were just “grim memories of a distant past”.
In a television interview on Monday, the head of President Zelensky’s
office, Andrij Jermak, welcomed the Pope’s disclosure to journalists that
he was considering travelling to both Kyiv and neighbouring Poland,
after fresh official invitations to both countries, and said that a wartime
papal visit to Ukraine would be “historic and very important”.

The Vatican Nuncio in Kyiv, Archbishop Visvaldas Kulbokas, said that
hospital officials in the capital had confirmed that children were being
deliberately targeted by Russian sharp-shooters.
At a general audience in Rome on Wednesday, Pope Francis said that
recent news from Ukraine, “instead of bringing relief and hope, testifies
instead to new atrocities”, as well as “horrendous cruelty”. He went on
to say that the blood of innocent “civilians, women, and defenceless
children” in the massacre town of Bucha “cries out to heaven”.
Russian units were reported this week to be reinforcing positions with
the aim of establishing control over Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region,
while also preparing for an assault on the Black Sea port of Odesa.
On Monday, Odesa’s Franciscan RC bishop, the Rt Revd Stanislav
Shyrokoradiuk, told Italy’s Servizio Informazione Religiosa that churches
had remained open for the mostly “poor, elderly, and sick people” unable to leave, but said that he feared that the historic city with one million
residents would suffer “the same as Bucha and Irpin” if captured by Russian forces.
In Kyiv, the Culture and Information Ministry said that it had recorded
135 Russian war crimes against Ukraine’s cultural heritage up to the end
of March, including attacks on museums, theatres, libraries, and monuments, which are banned under the 1954 Hague Convention.
In contrast, Russian officials said this week that “authorised federal executive bodies” were continuing to “carefully record numerous flagrant
facts of the inhuman treatment of civilians by the Kiev authorities”.
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The Moscow Defence Ministry accused Ukrainian “militants” of
deploying heavy weapons at St Demetrius Monastery, near Sumy, after
driving out its Orthodox clergy, and of storing ammunition in a Jewishsynagogue at Uman — a claim denied in a social media post by
Ukraine’s United Jewish Community.
Ukraine’s Moscow-affiliated Orthodox Church has carried daily details
on its website of help provided for war victims and refugees, as well as of
funerals conducted for slain Ukrainian soldiers.
It reported damage to churches in various cities, including Kharkiv and
Luhansk, where the historic Svyatogorsk Lavra Monastery was flooded
when Russian forces blew up a dam on the Oskil Reservoir.
In a statement this week, the Church’s Primate, Metropolitan Onufriy
(Berezovsky), said that his heart had been “filled with grief” at news of
the barbarity in Bucha, saying that he entrusted “those who have committed this violence to the court of God, from which no one can escape”.
The Russian government has warned against a Bill currently before
Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, to ban Metropolitan Onufriy’s
Church on grounds that its “governing centre” is “located outside
Ukraine in a state recognised by law as having carried out military aggression against Ukraine”.
The deputy head of the Moscow Patriarchate’s Department for External
Church Relations, Archpriest Nikolay Balashov, told the Russian Interfax
agency last week that the measure, which is opposed by President Zelensky, would “spark a large-scale intra-faith confrontation with unpredictable consequences” by legalising “church seizures” and “violence targeting clergy and worshippers”.
In an apparently retaliatory move, the head of government in Russianoccupied Crimea, Serhiy Aksyonov, ordered a draft law last week to ban
the independent Church of Ukraine.
More Moscow-affiliated parishes, including six in Ukraine’s Khmelnytskyi region, were reported this week to have switched to the independent Ukrainian Church, led by Metropolitan Dumenko, although the
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Moscow-linked Church denied reports on Wednesday that its cathedral community in Ivano-Frankivsk
had also transferred allegiance.

schools — six per cent of the country’s total — had been destroyed,
including 50 in Kharkiv, and that
two million children had fled the
war, while a further 5.5 million were
Among the latest reactions to Patristill facing “physical and
arch Kirill’s apparent endorsement
psycho-emotional injury” inside the
of the Russian invasion, the Orthocountry.
dox Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew, told a congregation at vesIn a rare joint appeal last week, the
pers on Tuesday in Stavrodromi,
RC Shrines of Europe organisation,
Greece, that the Ukrainian conflict which includes the Marian centres
was “not a holy and blessed war, as of Fatima, Lourdes, and Loreto,
some claim, but a devilish and un- urged President Putin to end the
holy war”.
war, and the European Union to
admit Ukraine.
The Orthodox Church in Georgia,
where one fifth of territory is curThe Fellowship of European
rently Russian-occupied, expressed Evangelical Theologians also
“emotional pain and grief” over the condemned the “unprovoked war”
“military aggression” in a statein a website statement. It said that
ment on Tuesday, saying that it was its members prayed for just and
“especially difficult to witness the lasting peace “in the face of authorkillings of peaceful, innocent
itarian tyranny”, and stood “in oppeople”.
position to the aggression, destruction, and genocide wrought by the
The Church, whose Patriarch, Ilia II,
invading forces of the Russian Fedhas repeatedly condemned the
eration”.
Russian invasion, is widely expected to become the world’s fifth Evangelical church sources said
to recognise Metropolitan Epipha- that the Bethany Church in Mariuny’s new Ukrainian Church at a May pol had been completely deplenary of its governing Holy
stroyed, and that five brothers had
Synod.
been killed by a Russian shell while
seeking food for people hiding in
On Tuesday, UNICEF’s director for
its basement.
Ukraine, Peter Walsh, said that 869
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In a statement last Friday, Ukraine’s
Council of Churches and Religious
Organisations said that up to 5000
civilians had died so far in the
besieged port city, and again
appealed to member-states of EU,
NATO, and the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in
Europe to introduce a no-fly zone
over the country, or provide it with
“modern air-defence systems and
fighter jets” to protect civilians from
bombs and missile strikes.

“Yet the victory already achieved
by the Ukrainian people is getting
closer every day — a moral and
military victory.”

Rowan Williams adds his voice to calls for
the WCC to eject Russian Orthodox Church
- By JONATHAN LUXMOORE05

THE former Archbishop of Canterbury Lord Williams has backed
calls for the Russian Orthodox
Church to be excluded from the
World Council of Churches (WCC),
Speaking in Kyiv on Monday,
as Patriarch Kirill of Moscow
Metropolitan Epiphany branded the
praised his country’s armed forces
latest civilian mass killings a “sign
foracting in line with the gospel and
of genocide”, and warned that the
christian teaching.
“victory of tyranny” over his country would “become a new circle of “The case for expelling is a strong
one, and I have a suspicion that
hell on earth”.
some other Orthodox Churches
“The whole world now sees what
would take the same view. Many in
we have long known: the enemy
the Orthodox world feel that Orthodoes not just wish to achieve
doxy itself is compromised,” Lord
certain officially stated goals, no
Williams told BBC Radio 4’s Sunday
matter how absurd and false: the
programme.
enemy came to our land to erase
“The riot act has to be read. When a
the very identity of the Ukrainian
Church is actively supporting a war
people, to de-Ukrainianise
of aggression, failing to condemn
Ukraine,” the Metropolitan told a
nakedly obvious breaches in any
congregation at the funeral of a
kind of ethical conduct in wartime,
murdered photographer and
then other Churches have the right
filmmaker, Maksym Levin.
to raise the question and challenge
it — to say, unless you can say
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something effective about this, something recognisably Christian, we
have to look again at your membership.”
The Archbishop, a Russian speaker and an expert on Orthodoxy, spoke
as Ukraine’s Prosecutor-General, Irina Venediktov, confirmed that the
remains of more than 400 civilians, some bearing signs of rape and
torture, had been recovered from Bucha, Irpin, and other towns recently
abandoned by Russian forces north of Kyiv.

Lord Williams said the idea that Ukraine was becoming “more like Western societies” had been “particularly offensive to people like Patriarch
Kirill”, adding that he could not accept the use of Christian terminology
to justify “a nakedly aggressive, unprincipled act of violence against a
neighbouring Christian nation”.
“I’m still waiting for any senior voices in the Russian Orthodox hierarchy
to say the slaughter of the innocent in war is condemned unequivocally
by all forms of Christianity,” he said.
“I feel rather devastated that the current leadership of the Church is in
danger of betraying everything most precious in what Russian Christianity has given to the wider world: the saints, the witnesses, the hugely
complex and enriching history in spirituality, art, and literature. . . All of
that is being Tarmacked over by this extraordinary and almost obsessive
nationalist fervour.”
During the six-week war, calls have mounted for the Russian Church to
be expelled or suspended from the Geneva-based WCC, whose 352
member-denominations will hold their eleventh plenary at Karlsruhe
Palace in Germany from 31 August to 8 September (News, 1 April).
In the latest appeal, the US-based Dietrich Bonhoeffer Institute accused
Patriarch Kirill of turning President Putin’s “military campaign into a
religious war”, and urged the WCC at the weekend to prevent Russian
Orthodox leaders from “using Christianity as a cover for mass murder”.

In his Sunday programme interview, Lord Williams said that the
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“minimum” to be expected was for
Patriarch Kirill and others to “press
for an effective and credible ceasefire”. He warned the Patriarch that
he was “answerable to Jesus Christ”
for the fact that Orthodox Ukrainians were being “killed by other
members of his own flock”.

homeland without sparing his life. . .
All our people must wake up today
and understand that a special time
has come, on which their historical
fate may depend.”

Reacting to the sermon, Ukraine’s
Religious Information Service said
that the Patriarch had said nothing
Patriarch Kirill, however, preaching about Russian war crimes against
on Sunday in the new military
civilians, and appeared to be
cathedral in Moscow, urged Rus“praising young Russians who join
sians to pray for “multiplying the
the army and go to kill Ukrainians”.
power of our armed forces”, and
The leader of the independent
said that he wished to remind all
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Metrosoldiers of “the historical impolitan Epiphany Dumenko, said on
portance of the present moment”.
Monday that Patriarch Kirill had
He said that those caught up in the “made his choice in favour of the
Ukraine war were “peoples of Holy Antichrist. . .
Russia”, pushed into “internecine
“I urge those who still have him as
strife” by outside forces, making it
their shepherd: open your eyes,
essential for military personnel to
look at the poisonous fruits of his
stand ready to lay down their lives
teaching, turn away from the
“as the word of God testifies”.
lawlessness, and do not be his ac“We are a peace-loving country
complices.
and long-suffering people, who
“The ideology of the ‘Russian
suffered from wars like few other
world’ [Comment, 25 March] is the
European nations,” the Patriarch
same as the ideology of Nazism, besaid.
cause it justifies violence, murder,
“Service in the armed forces is a
war, and genocide. It must therefore
real feat in wartime, and this is the be rejected and condemned in the
time we are experiencing now. It
same way as Nazism.”
requires readiness from everyone
In a late March communiqué, the
who took the oath to defend the
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Russian Church’s governing Holy Synod named a 23-member delegation
for the WCC assembly. Headed by
Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev,
the Church’s foreign-relations director, the delegation will include Metropolitan Leonid Gorbachov, the Patriarchal Exarch of the Russian Church’s
two new African dioceses, who described Ukrainians in a recent socialmedia post as “brown scum”.
In a message last week, the WCC called for a ceasefire and sustained
negotiations for peace, adding that the war could not be justified or
tolerated from the perspective of fundamental Christian principles.
“We denounce the military aggression launched by the leadership of the
Russian Federation against the people of the sovereign nation of Ukraine
— we affirm the right of the people of Ukraine to defend themselves”, the
message said.
“Aware that sister-churches hold different perspectives on the conflict’s
root causes, we stress the importance of the WCC as the ecumenical
movement’s leading instrument for sharing divergent perspectives,
struggling with differences, and seeking reconciliation and unity in word
and deed.”
On Thursday of last week, the Levada Center in Moscow published the
results of a survey of 1632 Russian adults, which was carried out between
24 and 30 March. A total of 81 per cent of respondents said that they
“definitely” or “largely” supported the actions of Russia’s armed forces in
Ukraine; 14 per cent did not support them; and six per cent offered no
firm opinion.
In a birthday message on Saturday, published on the Moscow
Patriarchate’s website, Patriarch Kirill praised the “courageous, selfless
and responsible” work of the Russian navy’s commander-in-chief,
Admiral Nikolai Yevmenov, adding that his forces, currently blockading
Ukraine’s Black Sea ports, were “invariably showing valour and courage
in defending the interests of the Fatherland”.
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Churches make fresh appeals for peace in Ukraine

- By JONA-

THAN LUXMOORE
Condemnation of Russia grows after evidence of atrocities
CHURCH leaders have stepped up peace appeals for Ukraine in the runup to Easter, amid growing condemnation of Russian atrocities and the
pro-war stance of the Moscow Patriarchate.

“Seeing the suffering, destruction, brutal violence, and spread of death
brought by Russia to every corner of Ukraine, we understand that a just
peace can only be brought by fighting the aggressor and expelling him
from our land,” the Primate of the independent Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, Metropolitan Epiphany (Dumenko), said.
“The Lord is with us in this struggle, because we are fighting for truth and
goodness against demonic tyranny and resentment. . . We believe that
our people will overcome all new challenges — that Ukraine will win its
victory.”
Metropolitan Epiphany was preaching on Sunday in Chernihiv, north-east
of Kyiv, after its recapture by Ukrainian forces from a month-long Russian
occupation. He said that the partly destroyed town had “paid a terrible
price in hundreds of lives taken by Russian murderers” for staunchly
resisting “Kremlin plans to destroy Ukrainian statehood”.
In a reference to other embattled areas, however, he warned that Russia’s
invading armies were “still preparing the fate of Mariupol, Bucha,
Yagidny, and Novoselivka for the whole Ukrainian people”.
Speaking at the weekend, the head of Ukraine’s Moscow-affiliated
Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Onufriy (Berezovsky), said that millions
of Ukrainians had now been forced to flee the Russian invasion, mainly to
Western Europe, and thanked Orthodox leaders in other countries for
their “fraternal support”.
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s Roman Catholic bishops said that the massacre of
civilians had “revealed the true face of the aggressor” and provided
“traces of genocide”.
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Ukrainians, they said, should still
“look to the future with hopes of
victory”, and they were grateful to
Christians worldwide for offering
help to the 4.5 million refugees
abroad and the 6.5 million
displaced inside their country.

since the Russian invasion began
on 24 February, mostly from
artillery, rocket, missile, and air
strikes, but said that actual figures
would be “considerably higher”.

The president of Caritas
Internationalis, Cardinal Luis Tagle
As Ukrainian Catholics, we are turn- of Manila, expressed sorrow after
ing to the Russian nation; do not let two Ukrainian Caritas workers and
evil become your deity,” the Bishfive of their relatives were killed in
ops’ Conference said in a Holy
an attack on the Caritas office in the
Week message.
besieged Ukrainian city of
Mariupol, Vatican News reported on
“Those who count themselves a
Tuesday.
Christian nation have erased the
gospel through their actions, aban- Addressing pilgrims in Rome on
doning the commandment to love Sunday, the Popeappealed for an
God and neighbour — this is why
Easter truce “that will lead to peace
we ask for restraint and condemna- through real negotiation” in the
tion of the war by all those who still conflict, now entering its seventh
have some sense of faith in Russia.” week, saying that it was questionable what kind of victory lay in
Russia was reported to have
“planting a flag on a pile of
massed 40,000 troops for a new
rubble”.
offensive against eastern Ukraine
by midweek, after being pushed
The Primate of Ukraine’s Greek
back with heavy losses from Kyiv.
Catholic Church, Major Archbishop
Western military analysts expect
Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halych,
an all-out attempt to link up with
said that Ukraine was “surviving
occupied territory on the country’s and fighting”. Calls for a truce over
southern coast.
Easter, he said, which will be
celebrated by most Orthodox
The UN High Commission for
Churches on 24 April, a week after
Human Rights reported on Tuesday
the Western festival, were unlikely
that it had documented 1842
to be heeded by Russian forces.
civilian deaths and 2493 injuries
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“For us, the real truce will be Ukraine’s victory, when we get rid of the occupier,” Archbishop Shevchuk told the Expresso-TV channel on Tuesday.
The Lutheran president of the Conference of European Churches, the
Revd Christian Krieger, said after visiting the Polish-Ukrainian border
that the Holy Week message took Christians “to the heart of injustice, violence, and suffering” triggered by “hatred and greed”.
He also paid tribute, however, to the “incredible surge of solidarity
sweeping across Europe” in response to the war.
More damage was reported to places of worship and church buildings in
Ukraine, such as the Holy Resurrection, an Orthodox church at Zolotye,
near Luhansk, which was hit by rockets and shells; and the seminary of
the RC Kyiv-Zhytomyr diocese at Vorzel, which was said by its Bishop, the
Rt Revd Vitaliy Krivitskiy, to have been “completely looted” by Russian
troops.
Meanwhile, more Orthodox parishes were reported to have switched
allegiance from the Moscow Patriarchate to Ukraine’s independent
Church, as the European Parliament echoed mounting criticism of
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow in a 7 April resolution condemning his part in
“providing theological cover for Russia’s war of aggression against
Ukraine”.
The 26-point resolution also praised “the courage of 300 priests of the
Russian Orthodox Church who have signed a letter condemning the
aggression and grieving over the ordeal of the Ukrainian people”.
In a separate appeal this week to Orthodox leaders worldwide, up to 200
priests from Ukraine’s Moscow-linked Church accused Patriarch Kirill of
violating Orthodox teaching and “Christian morality” by supporting a
Russian sphere of influence in Eastern Europe, and called for the Patriarch to stand before an international church tribunal.
The appeal said that Orthodox bishops, priests, and parishioners in
Ukraine were expressing “unequivocal distrust” of the Patriarch,
believing that he had “committed moral crimes, blessing the war against
Ukraine and fully supporting aggressive actions of Russian troops”.
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In a long interview on Monday, the acting general secretary of the World
Council of Churches (WCC), the Revd Professor Ioan Sauca, confirmed
that calls for the Russian Orthodox Church to be be suspended or
expelled from the WCC (News, 8 April) would be “one of the very hot
issues” when its central committee next met in June.
He said, however, that such a decision could be taken only “after serious
discernment, hearings, visits, and dialogue with the churches concerned”, and said that no denominations had ever been directly
excluded previously, despite demands made during the 1990s Rwanda
genocide, the Balkan war, and other highly contested episodes.
“I still believe that the perpetrator can be changed, transformed by the
power of dialogue and the work of God’s grace, by assuming faults and
wrongdoings, repairing the damage and advancing towards the way of
just peace,” Professor Sauca told the WCC’s online news agency. “If we
exclude those whom we do not like or agree with, with whom are we
going to speak, and how can we advance reconciliation?”

Ukrainian Cathedral in London hosts ecumenical prayer service for Ukraine - By FRANCIS
MARTIN
CHURCH leaders gathered in the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in London, on Monday, for an ecumenical“Hour of Prayer for Ukraine”.

The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, represented the Church
of England at the event, and led the prayers with clerics of other denominations. About 50 others joined the service.
Speaking afterwards, Bishop Mullally described the service as “a moving
demonstration of solidarity for the people of Ukraine, in the hope of a
peaceful solution to this horrendous situation”.
She continued: “We must all — whether Christian, a follower of another
faith, or none — do all we can to support both those fleeing from war and
those who remain in Ukraine.”
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The service began with the chanting of the Sixth Hour Office, led by the
Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of the Holy Family of London,
the Rt Revd Kenneth Nowakowski.
“We cannot underestimate the power of prayer, as our Lord Jesus Christ
told us that ‘Wherever two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
with you,’” Bishop Nowakowski said.
Speaking after the service, he said that it was “a very moving
experience to be united in prayer with so many leaders of the Churches
and Christian faith communities of London”.
Other church leaders who took part in the service include: the
Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Vincent Nichols; Coptic Orthodox
Archbishop Angaelos of London; the Revd George Watt, Moderator of
the United Reformed Church’s Thames North Synod; and the Revd Phil
Barnard, Team Leader of the London Baptist Association.

Church divisions in Ukraine deepen after Putin ignores Easter truce - By JONATHAN LUXMOORE
HE Primate of Ukraine’s independent Orthodox Church, Metropolitan
Epiphany (Dumenko), has called for the removal of the Russian Orthodox presence in his country. His hardened stance was prompted by the
refusal of President Putin to agree a truce for the celebration of Easter,
and Patriarch Kirill of Moscow charge to the Russian people to make
their country “invincible”.
“The Ukrainian state is fighting to protect its territorial integrity and defending its information space,” Metropolitan Epiphany said. “This is why
we must also talk about protecting Ukraine’s Orthodox faithful from Russian influence. . . As long as the Moscow Patriarchate has a large structure here, it will give Putin hope that he enjoys support.”
Metropolitan Epiphany was speaking as Russian forces intensified their
campaign in the south and east of Ukraine, and as the United Nations
secretary-general, António Guterres, during a visit to Moscow on
Tuesday, called unsuccessfully for ceasefire talks.
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The Moscow Patriarchate’s position in Ukraine was a “canonical anomaly”, the Metropolitan said, and he warned that Moscow-linked Orthodox
clergy wishing to join his independent Church would have to “atone for
the guilt” of Patriarch Kirill.
The leader of Ukraine’s Greek Catholic Church, Major Archbishop Svetoslav Shevchuk, on Monday accused Russian occupiers of using captured
factories as “concentration camps” for Ukrainians, and of employing execution, deportation, and forced recruitment into the Russian army. They
were, he said, “dumping thousands of people” in mass graves at the besieged sea port of Mariupol.
“The attackers believed they could capture Ukraine in three days, but
failed to grasp its people’s strength, resistance, and will to live in Godgiven freedom,” said Archbishop Shevchuk, whose Eastern-rite Church is
in communion with Rome.

Russia rejected calls from Mr Guterres and other world leaders for a
truce in the war, which has left tens of thousands dead and at least 12.3
million people internally displaced or seeking refuge abroad.
On Tuesday, Western defence ministers discussed increased military aid
for Ukraine with the US Secretary of Defense, Lloyd Austin, who predicted, after visiting Kyiv with the US Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken, that
Ukraine could win the war if properly supported.
Fresh missile strikes were reported this week, however, on Ukraine’s central Poltava region, together with further shelling of Kharkiv, Mykolaiv,
Kherson, Dnipro, and other cities.
Addressing Ukrainians on Monday, President Zelensky accused Moscow
of grossly violating the Orthodox Easter spirit by continuing to attack his
country’s population centres. “Russia was offered an Easter ceasefire —
but the Orthodox world has seen Easter means nothing for the Russian
invaders,” he said in a televised message.
Meanwhile, as more Russian Orthodox parishes announced their secession to Metropolitan Epiphany’s jurisdiction, the speaker of Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, Ruslan Stefanchuk, warned that two draft
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laws to outlaw the Moscow-linked Church risked “dividing Ukrainian
society”.
“We will deal with everyone after our victory, seeing how they behaved
during the war,” the politician told the RBC-Ukraine agency on Monday.
“This war is a borderline situation, which tears away veils and shows
who is who — whether patriots, or pro-Russian politicians. Society is
able to see who is for Ukraine, and who has other intentions.”

And, in a commentary this week, the Religious Information Service in
Ukraine said that the Moscow-linked Church remained, despite
criticism, “one of the most powerful and effective public institutions
providing humanitarian support for the Ukrainian army and displaced
persons”. Its leader, Metropolitan Onufriy (Berezovsky), had invoked
God’s blessing on Ukrainian soldiers at the start of the Russian invasion,
he said.
Metropolitan Onufriy said last week that his Church was ready to
organise an “Easter prayer procession” to the Azovstal industrial plant,
in Mariupol, which is still holding out against Russian troops, to help to
evacuate civilians and “remove wounded military personnel and bodies
of the dead”.
This week, Pope Francis told an Argentinian newspaper that he had
called off a possible visit to Kyiv and a projected June meeting with
Patriarch Kirill in Jerusalem. Speaking to pilgrims in Rome on Sunday,
he deplored the war’s escalation, and said that he was saddened that
the “mortal roar of weapons” was being heard louder than “bells
announcing the resurrection”.
In a separate message to Patriarch Kirill, the Pope said that the whole
“human family” felt “crushed by violence, war, and so many injustices”,
and urged the Patriarch to become a “true peacemaker”, so that “the
great Easter passage from death to new life in Christ may become a reality for the Ukrainian people”.
In a televised sermon on Monday in the Cathedral of the Dormition, in
the Kremlin, Patriarch Kirill said that Russia’s actions were “directly
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related to preservation of the Orthodox faith” among its people,
and warned “those who, by tradition and by the faith of our ancestors, belong to the Orthodox
Church” that they should now
“return to the spiritual home” and
safeguard their country’s “true
independence and freedom. . .

land, our people, our Church,
authorities, and army”.

In Ukraine, many churches were
closed overnight for fear of
attacks. Metropolitan Epiphany
said that the country’s Christians
were celebrating the festival
“immersed in pain, grief, tears,
suffering, destruction, violence,
“Our people must especially rally and death brought to our peaceful
around the city of Moscow, the his- land by Russia’s army”.
torical centre of all Russia. As long
He recalled that Russian forces
as we are united and strong, keep
had executed hundreds of civilians
faith in our hearts, and are
while occupying the “thriving
inspired by our predecessors’
peaceful suburbs of Kyiv”, and had
great example, Russia will be
turned Mariupol “into twisted
invincible,” the Patriarch said.
ruins and graves for thousands of
“Victory is not always just a
slain innocents. . .
physical victory, a victory of the
“No one with blood on their hands
weapon with which the warrior
may hold the chalice or shepherd’s
meets the enemy. But it is always a
staff,” he said. “The Orthodox
victory of the spirit — and, today,
community should condemn not
many would like this spirit to
only these crimes, but also the
disappear, by sowing confusion,
words and actions of Kirill,
creating new idols, and drawing
Patriarch of Moscow, who
attention to new pseudo-values.”
supported the war against Ukraine
The Patriarch called for prayers
from his pulpit and led those who
that God would keep Orthodox
trusted him as their shepherd to
Christians strong in defending
their deaths.”
“the freedom and independence
The Lithuanian Foreign Minister,
of our Fatherland . . . as it stretched
Gabrielius Landsbergis,
out through a thousand years of
confirmed last week that the Eurohistory”, and in maintaining “our
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pean Union was considering adding Patriarch Kirill to its list of
sanctioned Russian officials. This was dismissed on Sunday as a
“rejection of common sense” by Vladimir Legoyda, from the Moscow
Patriarchate’s Synodal Department for Church, Society and Media
Relations.
Among claims and counter-claims, President Putin’s Council for Civil
Society and Human Rights circulated evidence abroad last week of
alleged “crimes by Ukraine’s armed forces and nationalist battalions”,
including the torture and execution of Russian prisoners of war, and the
“forcible closure” of Orthodox churches.
Ukraine’s Russian-born elected Ombudsman for Human Rights,
Lyudmyla Denisova, accused Russian troops of deporting 490,000
Ukrainian civilians, a quarter of them children, to Russia, from “filtration
camps”.

In a report on Monday, the Religious Information Service accused the
Russian Orthodox Church of assisting the forced resettlement
programme by making church premises available, and said that emails
had been obtained proving top-level clergy involvement.
‘Our ladder’s bigger than yours’: how Christians get Christ wrong
Don’t seek Jesus just to get to heaven, says Sam Wells
CHRISTIANS should have regarded Jesus as someone to be enjoyed, but
instead they’ve treated him as someone to be used. “That’s unfair!”
many might say. “That’s not true — surely we worship Jesus.” But see
how Christians use Jesus. Christians have a project. That project is most
simply to get out of life alive.
People don’t talk about death because they fear it might be infectious;
but everyone knows about death. We know that having children and
building institutions and leaving legacies and seeking celebrity and
owning many mansions are all ultimately futile, even though we invest
huge efforts in seeking such things. They can’t transcend death.
But Jesus — he offers eternal life. That’s his unique selling point. And
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eternal life solves the death problem pretty effectively, and more reliably than cryogenics. See how this instrumentalises Jesus. We cease to
enjoy Jesus, attend to his character, rejoice in his particular qualities,
rest on his words.
Instead, we turn him into a ladder for getting up to the roof — the roof
being, in this case, heaven. If a better or more reliable way of getting
on to the roof became available, we’d be off after it like a shot. This is
the attitude for which Christians need to repent. It treats God as a
means to an end.
Peace, harmony, blessing, and communion in this transitory life, and an
entry ticket to the next, everlasting one. It looks like very good value.
That instrumentalisation has dominated the way “the way, and the truth,
and the life” is read.
People quote, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life,” but in practice
get only as far as “the way”. We then go down two side tracks.
Side Track One is, “Do you get to heaven if you don’t acknowledge
Jesus as your Lord and Saviour?” See how this question is fixated on the
ladder analogy. We take for granted that we’re all using Jesus as our
ladder, and we want some plaudits for having chosen the best ladder,
and we’re eager to tell anyone who’s on any other ladder that they’re a
fool and not as wise and worthy as us.
So, we quote these words, “I am the way,” and we say, “Told you — our
ladder’s the best and your ladder’s rubbish. I can see the dry rot from
here.”
Side Track Two is, “How do people of other faiths get to heaven if they
don’t recognise Jesus?” This question is equally fixated on the ladder
analogy. Not only do we assume that the point of Jesus is to get us on to
the roof, but we take for granted that members of all other faiths are as
committed to the roof project as we are, and we regard their traditions
through the impoverishing lens of being inadequate ladders.
THIS raises an intriguing but absurd spectre: Jesus, sitting at the Last
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Supper, giving his disciples a quick guide to the inadequacies of other
faiths in achieving such a project. The notion is ludicrous.
This shows what ridiculous gymnastics we’re led into by our commitment to instrumentalising Jesus. The way to repent of this tendency is to
focus on how Jesus begins this celebrated sentence: “I am.”
Those two words are the most important words in John’s Gospel. Jesus
prefaces his seven self-declarations with them. “I am the true vine,” “I
am the resurrection and the life,” “I am the good shepherd,” etc.
“I am” is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word for the name of God,
usually spelt YHWH and pronounced Yahweh or Jehovah, although it’s so
holy that Jews don’t pronounce it at all, often substituting the word
“Adonai” or “Lord.”
It’s sometimes said that Jesus’s words in John 14, “Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father,” and “I am in the Father and the Father is in me,” are
radical statements of Christ’s divinity, but, in truth, it’s already all here in
these two little words, “I am.”
Jesus is cut from the same cloth as the Father. Everything that the Father
is in the Old Testament is now embodied here in Jesus. Which takes us
back to what “everything” really is. Rather than get hung up on the first
word, “way,” we need to begin with the second word, “truth”.
This is the truth the Old Testament is proclaiming. Israel is in exile. It had
land, king, and temple, and was a significant presence in the Near Eastern world — the whole of the then-known world. But it lost it all.
In exile, Israel wrote down its story. It recalled that it found its identity in
a covenant. That covenant was made with the source, destiny, and
ground of all being, Yahweh, the essence that caused, sustained, and
purposed all existence.
IN ORDER to make such a covenant, Yahweh had delivered Israel from
slavery, having previously saved it from famine. To keep that covenant,
Yahweh had given Israel a law, a way of maintaining its freedom.
But what had Israel done? It had allowed that covenant to lapse into a
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contract, losing the bond of love and reducing it to a transactional
process by which Yahweh gave an entitled Israel blessings.
In other words, Israel had turned from enjoying God to using God, and
had instrumentalised God as a ladder to attain prosperity and security.
In exile, Israel repented. And, in exile, Israel saw a new face of God: a
God who was with Israel rather than for Israel, a God of covenant, not
contract, a God who longed to be enjoyed, not used.

This is what Jesus means by the word “truth”. I am this truth. I am the
God who is covenantally with you, not the instrumental god who is
contractually for you. Truth means everything that isn’t instrumental and
is, instead, final.
By final, I mean everything that’s an end, indeed the end, the very
purpose of creation and the raison d’être of the whole universe. The
purpose of creation is that God and humanity be companions for ever.
The utter embodiment of God, and the perfect representative of
humanity, are found in the same person: Jesus. Jesus is therefore the
raison d’être of everything. Which is why he says, “I am the truth.” Not
“the one who speaks the truth” or “the representative of the truth”, but
— the truth. “I am” is the truth — and the truth is “I am.”
See how small-minded is the attempt to turn Jesus into a ladder to get us
to heaven. There is no heaven that’s not utter relationship with God and
restored relationship with one another, ourselves, and the renewed
creation.
The absurd idea that we could somehow use God to get out of life alive
and let everyone and everything else go hang is precisely the kind of
sin that put Israel in exile and jeopardises our own destiny. We
experience that utter relationship with God in Jesus only if we let go of
any desire other than the desire for that relationship.
IF WE seek God because we want heaven, we don’t deserve heaven. If
we want God because we want to avoid hell, we’re headed for hell. But if
we desire God because we want nothing other than to be in utter rela43

tionship with the source, origin, and
purpose of the universe, the essence of all things, and if we trust
that the God who came in flesh as
Jesus and died emptied of all but
love and rose because in the end
love is stronger than death will ultimately never be separated from us
— if that’s what it’s all about for us,
all about for ever for us — then
God will give us that relationship
for ever.
And no virus or terrorist or tragedy
or horror will ever change that.
Where does that leave the “way”
and the “life”? The life is simply
living in that truth. The life is that
unambiguous, uninhibited,
unconstrained relationship with
God, ourselves, one another, and
the renewed creation that we call
heaven.

pathways that populate the
Kingdom of God.
The way is any moment we
transcend the envy, anger, bitterness, and malice of existence and
glimpse God’s essence, embody
true relationship, turn “for” into
“with”, and live God’s future now.
The second-century theologian
Irenaeus of Lyons put it succinctly:
“The glory of God is a human
being fully alive.”
When are we fully alive? In heaven
— when we’re utterly in the
presence of the truth. Who alone
has been fully alive among us?
Jesus, who represents to us life and
embodies truth and thus is the way.
If, and only if, we enjoy Jesus as the
truth, and stop using him as a
ladder to eternal life, will we finally
have found our way.

For a host of reasons, some of our
Humbler Faith, Bigger God -By Samuel Wells
own making, some due to the
limitations of our creaturehood,
John Saxbee considers apologetics
some due to the faults of others, we with some fresh insights to offer
currently don’t experience that fuUPDATING Christianity is a project
ture in all its fullness.
likely to prompt a spectrum of reBut that’s where the “way” comes
sponses. Impossible: it is what it is,
in. The way is living God’s future
say some. Essential: it can no
now. The way is to live abundant
life. The way is to enjoy the green
pastures, still waters, and right
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longer be what it was, say others.
The latter response will be influenced more often than not by world
-views, both secular and religious,
that have challenged Christianity’s
credibility on grounds traceable to
the Enlightenment and the assumptions of modernity.

those seekers and sceptics who feel
at odds or ill at ease with Christianity in today’s moral, cultural, and intellectual climate.

His strategy entails options to be
weighed and decided upon when,
as is the case with God’s existence,
“there is a roughly even balance of
probabilities.” The crucial question
While recent books have made a
cogent case for Christianity today, that he poses to those conversation
partners is existential. God is eterSamuel Wells here succeeds in
making that case in the light of, ra- nal essence, incarnated in existence
ther than in spite of, its cultural de- and constituted by relationship both
spisers. His approach is original, ac- within the Godhead as Trinity, and
in the initiatives of creation, incarcessible, and compelling.
nation, and Christian community. So,
The result is a timely distillation of
from the choices on offer, you
his published work in the course of
choose “which story you prefer to
a varied ministry culminating in his
live in”.
current incumbency of St Martin-inThis sets the tone for all that follows,
the-Fields, in central London.
as, with disarming honesty and
Each of ten topics has a separate
even-handedness, he evaluates
chapter following a set pattern: the
traditional and rival approaches to
traditional Christian story; what’s
his ten topics before challenging
wrong with it; the secular humanist
readers with a choice between eirival to it; the rival’s flaws; Wells’s
ther of those stories and his own
“story to live by”, and how this dif“constructive vision for a renewed
fers from the traditional and rival alChristian faith” in creative tension
ternatives. It’s a methodology as old
with, but transcending, them both.
as Aquinas, but in Wells’s hands it
The first three topics are those he
feels as fresh as new paint.
adjudges to be the most farThe topics he chooses to address
reaching challenges to Christian
are those which have surfaced most
belief and practice: that it’s all made
frequently in his conversations with
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up; that its God is a failure; and that us, e.g. providing a ladder into eterthe Bible is unreliable, inaccurate, nity “to get out of life alive”, rather
and sometimes immoral.
than on Jesus as the personification
of God with us — essence as existThe next four concern criticism of
ence in relationship.
the Church for its record on poverty,
sexuality, oppression, and conflict, He acknowledges that, when all is
before two devoted to what he calls said and done, “many questions,
“old chestnuts”: Christianity as just reproaches and griefs remain
one religion among many, and the unanswered,” but the creative,
relationship between religion and constructive, and emollient
science.
methodology is an effective
antidote to the strident adversarialFinally, a chapter prioritising faith
ism characterising so much disas trust rather than simple assent to
course around religion today.
a roster of beliefs, with erosion of
trust rather than the ebbing away
A final succinct summary of his
of belief seen as that which “sums
constructive conclusions, framed as
up the challenge the Church faces a contemporary creed, could be
today.”
construed as a capitulation to propositional assent, when it is his interThe breadth and depth of his learnactive method that sets him apart. It
ing is evident, but lightly worn,
might also alienate those for whom
while his biblical exegesis is full of
this creed, in its form and content,
original insight: for example, his aplooks suspiciously orthodox!
peal to the David and Goliath story
as a guide to how the institutional
But such mistrust would be misChurch has erred; and an analysis
placed. Wells makes his case with
of the irony at the heart of Thomas’s typical honesty, empathy, and integstruggles with doubt and faith. As
rity, which those engaging with
he says of himself, “I am a preacher sceptics, doubters, seekers, and
before I’m a writer.”
cynics cannot but admire and seek
to emulate.
Wells is at his most passionate when
challenging a prominent strand
Those who award prizes for
within Christianity which majors on progress in religion will find this
what Jesus has done and can do for book impossible to ignore.
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Acts 11.1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21.1-6;
John 13.31-35

Today’s epistle reading tells of a vision had by
Peter whereby he learnt of God’s plan to integrate not
only Jewish people but also Gentiles into the Church.
Peter’s response to this was to ask, ‘who was I that I
could hinder God?’ If I were to examine myself, would I find areas of my life
where I had hindered God, either out of ignorance or prejudice?


Jesus Christ, hell’s Destruction, may I not be an impediment to your
mission, but rather may I conform my mind to yours.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya.

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022

Free Baby Car Seat
It is bigger than a baby capsule
and suitable for larger baby.
Brand: “Safe and Sound”.

Please see photo adjacent
explaining the specifications for
the Baby Car Seat which will be
given free to anyone who wants
it. It was only used when
necessary to transport the
grandchildren and is in almost
new condition.
If you are interested, please ring
the office on 02 9747 4327.
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HUNTER BAILLIE MEMORIAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ANNANDALE

Twilight Recital Programme
Friday 27th May A.D. mmxxij 4 p.m.
Organist: Ted Grantham

Interim Moderator : Rev. David Tsai, (davidtsai1@me.com
Session Clerk : Simon Fraser, (simon.fraser@cbp.com.au)
The office telephone number is 02 9552 2057.

Dietrich Buxtehude – Prelude in D, Allegro, Andante, Largo, Allegro, Recitativo, Allegro
John Stanley – Voluntary in A Minor, Op. 7. No. 8, Largo e staccato, Allegro, Adagio,
Fugue
G.F.Handel – Organ Concerto, Op.4, No5, Larghetto, Allegro ,Siciliano, Presto
J.S.Bach, from Suite III, Air, Gavotte, Bourrée, Gigue
G.F.Handel, Water Music, Minuet in F, Rigaudon, in G,Hornpipe in D
Dietrich Buxtehude – Toccata in F
Next Recital 22nd July, Christmas in July
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 15th May 2022
EASTER 5 C
[PRESIDER] Led by Christ in our journey and moved by his compassion
let us pray for the church, those in need and all God’s creation.
God, our beginning and our ending, you brought the world to birth; let
coastlands and mountains, rainforests and deserts, praise our God. Your
glory is above earth and heaven. Have mercy on our planet, let there be
just and wise use of its resources, and may we all be good stewards of
your creation.
Lord, in your love and mercy
Hear our prayer
You judge the people with righteousness. Let rulers and leaders praise
our God, that all aggression may be turned back and we may live in
peace and harmony. Have mercy on your people of Ukraine and Russia
and all countries torn apart by violence and unrest.
Lord, in your love and mercy
Hear our prayer
For your church and those who lead it, and today especially the Scottish
Episcopal Church and its Primus, Mark Strange. May they be anointed
with wisdom, love and gentleness as they seek to praise our God. For
Justin of Canterbury, Geoffrey our Primate, Archbishop Kanishka, Bishop
Michael, James our rector and all on the ministry team.
Lord, in your love and mercy
Hear our prayer
You share our pains and wipe away our tears; let all who find comfort,
praise our God. We bring to you those in need, those broken in spirit,
heart or body, that they may find strength, relief and consolation, and
especially those for whom we have been asked to pray:
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Graham Anderson; Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; Robyn
Collins; June Cameron; Roger Davidson; Elsie Dunnam; Joan East;
Malcolm Green; Fr Geoffrey Humble; Enid Kell; Norma Kneipp; Lily;
David Morgan; Kathleen Moulder; Graham Norman; Alister Palmer; Sally
Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Gaye Rand; Sharon Sandstrom; Sharron; Diane
Smith; Peter Sorensen; Sylvia; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey and Bob
Woods.
Lord, in your love and mercy
Hear our prayer
You turn death to new and everlasting life; let all the faithful praise our
God. We give you thanks for all who have died in your love, especially
Lynette Larkins, Diana Braun, Darryl Landers, David Cunningham, Joe
Webb, Beryl Hemmy, Evelyn Short, Valerie Lackey, Barry Tormey, Violet
Gardner-Ward, Beverley Flider and Anne Murphy. May we, with them,
come at last to your holy city, children of a new heaven and a new earth.
God our beginning and our ending, in your love and mercy.
Hear our prayer
[PRESIDER] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am.
Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Tuesday 24th May– John (.1791) and Charles (d.1788), Wesley, Evangelists



Wednesday 25th May - Bede of Jarrow, priest and Teacher (d.735)



Thursday 26th May - Ascension Day
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