
1 

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal      p.3              

people of the Eora Nation   

 Services at St Paul’s    p.6 

 Thank you from the Trading Table p.7 

 Sesquicentenary celebrations   p.15 

 Stained Glass Window of the Week    p.20            

(No 26)  

 Cult or church? This Korean sect         p.29             

has thousands of devotees, but                           

ex-believers lost faith and money 

 Why the Church should not                  p.35    

appropriate the Seder 

 What would it mean to see                    p.41     

forgiveness as a “work of love”?  

        And Much More... 

    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 16th May 2021 

Seventh Sunday Of Easter - Sunday after Ascension    

8.00am   Said Eucharist (with hymns) 

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir) 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a 

cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind 

the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 



4 

beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Acts 1.15-17,21-26              The First Reading       Acts 2.1-21                                            

Ps 1                                       The Psalm                  Ps 1104.26-36                                                 

1 John 5.9-13                      The Epistle                 Romans 8.22-27                                                                

John 17.6-19                       The Gospel              John 15.26-27;16.4b-15
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

COVID-19 What you can and can't do under the rules | NSW                  

Government  

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be  observed to ensure the safety of  all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical                   

distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be  served. 

Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea 

and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

News from around St Paul’s 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
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If the situation changes with refer-

ence to the government's direc-

tives then we will review matters at 

that point in time. 

I hold each of you in my prayers 

every day and I look forward to 

seeing you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

James. 

Thank You from the Trading 

Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trad-

ing Table by buying or donating 

fresh goods for sale. It has been 

encouraging with the results. We 

raised $54.30 last Sunday.   

Please keep checking what we 

have each week. Tubes of hand 

sanitizer are still available at a spe-

cial price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have 

new unisex and children’s socks 

$5. 

There is a good selection of mar-

malades (citrus, orange and lemon, 

Seville orange, Blood Orange, 

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime, Lime 

& Ginger, Mandarin, Cumquat), 

Butters (Lemon, Lime, lemon & 

lime. Lemon & Passionfruit)) peach 

& plum, apricot, raspberry,             

strawberry & apple, Choko & Gin-

ger,  jams, Crab Apple jelly, Crab 

Apple Sauce, Quince and Apple 

sauce, Lilly Pilly Jelly, not to men-

tion the chutneys (Choko, Choko & 

Ginger, Pear & Apple,  Cumquat,  

mango, Paw Paw 

If you would like a particular type 

of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to 

make it for you.  

Fresh baked goods available most 

Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s Torches (only 1 left) & fans 

are still available $2 each, post 

cards $1 and mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or 

black) $10 each or 3 for $25 

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new 

$2.50 each. 

Cards of St Paul’s stained glass 

windows available again $3.50 

each 

Mosaics: If you are into craft and 

would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at var-

ying prices. 

Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley 

available for $2 each 

 Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 

each 
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 White and Blue Salvia, African 

Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents 

plus more 

We have a selection of books, 

CD’s and DVD’s available for 

sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up 

in the hall after the 9.30am                   

service. If anyone from the 8am 

service would like some jams/

marmalades etc please contact 

Pam and she will organize them 

for you to collect. 

Please do NOT leave any              

donations in the hall without 

asking me first. 

Is anyone able to do folk art? 

Please let me Pam know. 

Does anyone have any fruit trees that I could have some fruit for making 

jams? Please let Pam know. 

Pam Brock 

Congratulations to the Newly Baptised! 

Today, after the 9.30am Service, we will welcome into the family of God, 

the Church, through the sacrament of Holy Baptism, Jasper Jude Vassallo.  

Please pray for Jasper, his parents and Godparents that they may know 

God’s presence in their lives and be enfolded with God’s love. 

 

 

 

The flowers in the Parish Church today  

are given to the glory of God      

and in ever loving memory of   

SIR JOHN LESLIE CARRICK 

(Whose 3rd year’s mind is on                  

Tuesday 18th of May) 

  

 

 

 

 

Forever remembered by his loving family 

and dear friends.  

 Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord,  

and let light perpetual shine upon him! 



9 

 

Photos for the 150th Anniversary 

Dear Friends, 

I am looking for photos of young people who will be around for the 200th  

Anniversary to make a collage for “The Future”. 

Children and grandchildren would be great and of course many of you are 

young at heart  but  do you think you might still be around when St Paul’s 

turns 200 in 2071? I know I won’t be but you might be. 

If you could loan these photos to me I promise I will look after them and                 

return them to you as soon as I can.  I am hoping to have everyone in this age 

group represented so please have a good look through your photo                          

collections. 

Thank you                                                                                                                               

Rosemary 

 

Wear RED                                        

for Pentecost Sunday  

Next  

AD MAJOREM DEI GLORIUM  

The flower in the Chancel today are given to the glory of God     and in ever 

loving memory of   

IRIS STEPHENS 

    (Whose year’s mind was on Saturday 15th May) 

Forever remembered by her loving family and  her dear friends.                                       

Sadly missed by all who knew her. 

 

   May she rest in peace in the presence of her Lord                                      

and rise in glory with Christ.  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj32Me0jbPiAhVE6XMBHQzPA-YQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F271975264970965852%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Uj77Ccs1zMkGOe0AQLHjJ&ust=1558750792203447
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Mother’s Day Raffle 

Thank you to everyone who donated prizes, helped sell tickets and 

those who bought tickets. It was successful. We raised $422. 

The winners were Peter Robinson, Pat Concher, Jane Woods, Doreen              

Harland, Ken Bergin, Ken Turner, Liz, Gary Hook Robyn Wood. 

RIP Rt Reverend David McCall  

We are saddened to learn of the death late last week of the Rt Reverend 

David McCall (1940-2021). 

Bishop David’s ministry was widespread within the Australian Church 

and included service as Bishop of Willochra ( 1987-2000) and Bunbury 

(2000-2010).  

We acknowledge with gratitude Bishop David's profound service to the 

Church, the Australian community, ABM and the mission that is Christ’s. 

We extend our condolences to his wife, Marion, and to his wider        

family.  

May he rest in peace and rise with Christ in glory.  

Bishop David's family is asking  people to support ABM's Newton                        

Theological College Project in Papua New Guinea, in lieu of  flowers. 

 

Welcome Baby Violet!  

Congratulations to Khloe Proctor on the birth of her daughter Violet            

Rebecca.  

Khloe wishes to thank everyone for their beautiful gifts and good                

wishes.  

She wonders if anyone has a baby car seat they no longer need.                            

If so, could you please bring it to the office. Thank you. 
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 60,487.65 
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What is happening at St Paul’s 
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 Acts 1.15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 

 1 John 5.9-13; John 17.6-19 

Today the Psalmist gives us good guidance. He tells 

us that we should avoid ungodliness, sin and scorn-

fulness. We should take delight in God’s law. One way 

we can do just that is to read the Bible every day. 

Regular reading of the Scriptures brings us closer to God and his people 

over many centuries. May we all devote a little more time to getting more 

deeply acquainted with the Scriptures every day.    

 Give thanks for the easy access we have to Scripture through printed 

Bibles, online bibles and apps for our tablets and phones.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of 

South Sudan. 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

PARISH INTERCESSIONS 

Every June and December we begin a new parish prayer list.                        

Therefore, during the months of May and November we ask that you let 

us know which names should remain and any names to be added or  

subtracted.  

So this month, please contact Michael at mdeasey47@hotmail.com                 

0412 929 227 or the parish office.  

Thank you. 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 26)  

      By Kerin Brown  

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Commissions Peter 

(John 21:15-17) 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 

these?  He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  Jesus said 

to him, “Feed my lambs.”  A second time he said to him, Simon, son of 

John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love 

you.”  Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  He said to him the third time, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” … And he said to him, “Lord, you 

know everything; you know that I love you.”  Jesus said to him,               



21 

“Feed my sheep.” 

Jesus and his disciples dine together for the last time.   Jesus prays in the 

Garden of Gethsemane and tries unsuccessfully to get his disciples to 

pray and watch with him.  Jesus is betrayed by Judas and is arrested. Pe-

ter tries to disappear, abandoning Jesus.  He denies even knowing Jesus.  

Three times.   

Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, 

“Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.”  And he 

went out and wept bitterly. (Luke 22: 61-62)   Poor Peter!  How utterly 

devastated he is when he realises what he has done. 

Yet Jesus chooses impulsive, imperfect Peter, the one who denied him, as 

his Rock, his leader to shepherd his flock when he himself will no longer 

be with them physically.  He states it three times: Feed my lambs; tend 

my sheep; feed my sheep. Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves him? 

Peter three times affirms that he does.   It fulfils the scriptures - the            

shepherd will be struck and the sheep scattered (Ezekiel 13:7) - but it 

goes beyond them.  Peter will reunite the followers, nurture them, and 

lead them with Christ’s teachings.   

Does John’s account of Jesus commissioning Peter balance, or even         

cancel out Peter’s denials?   (Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:54-62; John 18:15-

18) What an example of forgiveness!  If Jesus can forgive Peter’s                    

abandonment of him and denial of him at such a time – what have we to 

fear?   

This window is in memory of Edward Pike Livermore (died 1904) and 

Charlotte Eliza Livermore (died 1931.) 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by 

Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 
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Kanishka 

Raffel new                       

Archbishop 

of Sydney 

Kanishka Raffel 

has been              

elected as the 

next Anglican 

Archbishop of Sydney, the first per-

son from a non-European back-

ground to hold the position. 

Mr Raffel has been the Dean of              

Sydney for the past six years and                 

previously led a large Anglican 

church in Perth for 16 years. 

He will be the 13th leader of the               

Anglican Church in Sydney since           

Bishop Broughton was first                    

appointed in 1836. 

"I'm humbled and somewhat                       

daunted by the responsibility                   

given me by the Synod," the                    

56-year-old Archbishop-elect said  

in a statement on Thursday night. 

Born to Sri Lankan parents in                

London, Mr Raffel and his family                        

emigrated to Australia from                   

Canada in 1972. He and his wife 

Cailey have been married for                

32 years and have two adult                          

daughters. 

"Globally, Anglican Christianity                  

is ethnically diverse and our                           

multiculturalism in Sydney mirrors 

that," Mr Raffel said. 

"I'm glad that our diocese reflects 

the changing ethnic make-up of our 

cities and values the participation of 

Australians of all backgrounds in our 

church life together. 

"Our team of bishops is almost equal 

part Asian-background and Anglo. 

That is contemporary                         

Australia," Mr Raffel said. 

The see of Sydney is currently                 

vacant after the previous                             

incumbent Glenn Davies retired in 

March. 

Mr Raffel recently led the Sydney 

service attended by the Governor-

General, Prime Minister and Premier 

after the death of the Duke of                  

Edinburgh. 

The Consecration of The Very                   

Reverend Kanishka De Silva Raffel as 

a Bishop in the Church of God and 

his Inauguration as  The 13th                     

Diocesan Bishop of the See of                 

Sydney and Metropolitan of New 

South Wales 

The Cathedral Church of St Andrew 

Sydney Friday 28 May 2021 at        

7.00 p.m. 

The live stream link for the service 

is:  https://youtu.be/VXz7lmqG5Sg  
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PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

Easter Break until Wednesday 21 April  (including School Holidays) 

First Community Choir @ St Paul’s Family/Community Concert                 

Friday 18th or 25th June  

School Holidays: 26th June - 11th July (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes:14th July 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  

PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical 

as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk                 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and 

the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We have 

a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up the 

good work (So far we have $1500 to claim for this month). 

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.  
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PARISH PANTRY LIST  

URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Toilet paper  

Large tins of Tuna and Spam 

Sweet and savoury biscuits  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

Open plate:  $745 

On line giving: $1125  

Parish Pantry: $125 

Donation  for Roof repair: $1300                              

Building Fund Donation: $10 

Mother Day Raffle: $422 

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $3,727.00 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…  

Israel declares national day of mourning after 45 killed in 

religious stampede 

Israel's prime minister has declared Sunday a national day of mourning 

after dozens were killed and 150 injured at a religious bonfire festival.  

Medical teams are now working to identify the 45 people crushed to 

death in the stampede on the slopes of Israel's Mount Meron, with             

children among the dead. 

Witnesses spoke of seeing a "pyramid" of people who were                      

asphyxiated or trampled in a passageway around 3 metres wide at the 

crowded event in the Galilee. 

Tens of thousands of ultra-Orthodox Jews thronged to the tomb of                  

2nd-century sage Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai on Friday for the annual Lag   

B'Omer commemorations that include all-night prayer, mystical songs 

and dance. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called the crush one of the 

"heaviest disasters" in Israeli history and promised a thorough                    

investigation to ensure it did not happen again. 

US President Joe Biden spoke with Mr Netanyahu to offer condolences, 

and said the United States was working to confirm reports that                     

Americans may have died or been injured. 

By late Friday afternoon (local time), the Health Ministry said 32 of the 

dead had been identified, and 22 funerals for victims were held on              

Friday. 

As sunset neared, the process was halted for 24 hours in observance of 

the Jewish Sabbath, and would resume on Saturday evening. 

Police asked family members of those who were still missing to provide 

pictures and personal information to help with the identification                    

process. 
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'It looked like a scene of a suicide bombing' 

Crowds had packed the site in northern Israel despite warnings to 

maintain COVID-19 social distancing. 

The festival was segregated by gender, and medics said the injuries 

and deaths were concentrated in the men's section. 

Videos posted on social media in the minutes after the crush showed  

ultra-Orthodox men clambering desperately through gaps in sheets of 

torn corrugated iron to escape the crush. 

People who stayed on the scene through the night questioned how the 

situation so quickly spiralled out of control, though there had been               

concern for years about safety risks at the annual event. 

"There was some kind of mess,  police, screaming, a big mess, and after 

half an hour it looked like a scene of a suicide bombing attack,                       

numerous people coming out from there on stretchers," said 19-year-

old festival-goer Hayim Cohen. 

A police spokesman said overall capacity at Mount Meron was similar to 

previous years but that this time bonfire areas were partitioned off as a 

COVID-19 precaution. 

Israel media said that may have created unexpected choke-points on 

foot traffic. 

Private bonfires at Mount Meron were banned last year due to                        

coronavirus restrictions. But lockdown measures were eased this year 

amid Israel's rapid vaccination programme that has seen more than half 

of the population fully vaccinated. 
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Cult or church? This Korean sect has thousands of                 

devotees, but ex-believers lost faith and money 

By South Korea correspondent Carrington Clarke, Sook-young Lee and 

Mitch Denman Woolnough in Seoul 

At 24, Kim Eun-kang was pursuing her dream of becoming a traditional 

Korean music singer. But she gave it all up to compete for a chance at im-

mortality.  

"I truly believed that I was going to live forever," the now 31-year-old 

told the ABC.  

When she joined Shincheonji Church of Jesus in 2014, the church's spir-

itual leader Lee Man-hee was aggressively and successfully courting 

new followers. 

Shincheonji was drawing away members from mainstream Christian de-

nominations, who likened the sect to a cult.  

The church has its own calendar and would hold large-scale outdoor 

events filled with followers — all built around the personality, prestige 

and purported power of its leader.  

The proselytizing worked on a young and drifting Ms Kim. Despite her 

talent and the way her career as a singer was developing, she wasn't 

feeling fulfilled.  

She hadn't previously been religious but says the church seemed to offer 

the possibility of something greater.  

"Lee Man-hee said he possessed the spirit of Jesus. When he was shown 

in TV or in public, I would just start to cry. I felt some aura around him."  

For Ms Kim, joining the church was about much more than just attending 

a service once a week. 

"I quit my job, I devoted all time and started living in the Shincheonji," 

she said.  

She said she was expected to spread the message of the church and 
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bring in new members.  

"When I was there I was like a robot," she remembered. 

"I could not think by myself, I just listened to what I was told — brain-

washed — followed what I was told. I would perform like an actress and 

promote the religion to others." 

Why Shincheonji vie for a place in the afterlife  

Shincheonji followers are awaiting judgment day. 

Followers believe that after the apocalypse, only 144,000 true believers 

will be elevated to high priests. 

The number is taken from Chapter 7 of the Book of Revelation, which it 

interprets literally. Jehovah Witnesses and the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints have similar interpretations.  

This presents a problem for Shincheonji members: The church has about 

204,000 of them, which means about 60,000 can't reach the elevated                         

status. 

Byun Sang-wook is a well-known news anchor in South Korea and he 

made a documentary series on Shincheonji.  

He said the "high priest" status cut-off creates competition among the de-

vout for a spot, which is helpful for the church.  

"Competition results in members doing more work in Shincheonji, giving 

more money to Shincheonji and bring more members to Shincheonji," Mr 

Byun said.  

"This is difficult to do while working or studying, so Shincheonji encour-

ages them to quit, telling them there's no use in finishing school when the 

apocalypse is coming soon." 

Shincheonji denied this in a statement to the ABC.  

"Shincheonji Church of Jesus has about 200,000 believers, and most of 

them live daily lives in very ordinary families," the church said.  
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Why so many fringe religions flourish in Korea 

Compared with Europe, Christianity has a relatively short history in South 

Korea, but it's been very successful in converting believers.   

Despite preachers only arriving there in the 18th century, about a third of 

South Korea's 51 million people now identify as Christian. 

Presbyterian missionaries from the United States were influential in shap-

ing the growth of the religion, and it's been noted that many of the sects 

that have sprung up mirror the beliefs of ultra-conservative sects spread 

across the American bible belt. 

 

The country also has a history of shamanism, which appears to have 

fused with traditional Christian beliefs in these fringe sects.  

Perhaps the most famous sect in Korean history is the Unification Church. 

It was founded by its self-declared messiah, Sun Myuung-moon, in 1954 

and his flock are colloquially known as 'Moonies'. 

The sect gained sizeable media attention for its penchant for holding 

mass arranged weddings, often held in sports stadiums with tens of thou-

sands of couples. 

Another fringe sect exerted influence over the most powerful political of-

fice in South Korea. 

Former President Park Geun-hye was impeached and then imprisoned 

on bribery, coercion and abuse of power charges.  

She was brought down by her lifelong connection with a shadowy figure 

from an obscure religious cult that critics called a "shaman fortune 

teller".  

Shincheonji came onto the Korean religion scene in 1984. 

'We see people running away from home' 

Like fringe groups before it, Shincheonji argues that mainstream church-

es are so corrupt and decadent that they have lost their power to save 
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Christians, according to Mr Byun.  

"Shincheonji says only through its interpretation of the Bible and through 

the leader can people be saved," he said.  

Shincheonji is particularly active on university campuses.  

Mr Byun said parents sometimes complained their children join the 

church and turned their backs on both their family and previous goals.  

"We see people running away from home, dropping out of school and 

donating college tuition to Shincheonji," he said.  

Shincheonji denied that it encouraged followers to leave behind their 

old lives.  

"The Shinchoenji Church of Jesus has consistently provided recommen-

dations to members that they should not run away from home, [give up] 

studying, or divorce because of their religion," it said.  

The church has spread outside Korea's borders and has branches around 

the world, including in Australia.  

The pandemic shines a light on the church 

Shincheonji received global attention last year when it was the centre of 

what was, at the time, the biggest COVID-19 outbreak in Korea  

More than 5,000 cases of COVID-19 were linked to the church and, at one 

point, it was calculated to represent 60 per cent of the cases in the              

country.  

In a nation where the population is nearly universally compliant with so-

cial distancing and mask-wearing, there was outrage that the church was 

flouting the rules. 

Kim Jin-yong was a member of Shincheonji when the outbreak occurred, 

and he said it tested his faith.  

"I was told by Shincheonji we were immortal, but then I saw was witness-

ing members dying from COVID-19," he said.  

"I realised Shincheonji was lying to me."  



33 

While Mr Kim was questioning his beliefs, saw greater scrutiny of the 

church and its practices.  

The church was reluctant to hand over details of its members for contact 

tracing, arguing they needed to be protected from discrimination and 

prosecution.  

The government said by withholding those details, the church wasted 

precious time, which allowed the disease to spread further.  

Shincheonji's leader was chastened and during a nationally televised 

news conference, he knelt and bowed. 

"I offer my word of deep apology to the people," he said.  

His apology wasn't enough for the authorities though. The 88-year-old 

was charged with breaking virus control laws.  

In January, however, he was acquitted after the judge ruled that the 

church's failure to provide a full list of worshippers and church facilities 

did not amount to impeding the government's pandemic response.  

But Lee Man-hee was found guilty of the embezzlement of the equiva-

lent of $6.5 million.  

He received a three-year suspended sentence, so wasn't sent to jail. 

The court found that the embezzled money was partly used to fund a 

luxury 'palace of peace' on the outskirts of Seoul. 

Although the compound was supposed to be used for church purposes, 

the leader admitted to occasionally using it as a home.  

Families of followers track down the leader  

According to court documents, Mr Lee is currently residing in a relative-

ly nondescript apartment in outer Seoul.  

Choi Mi-suk heads to the complex every day.  

She sets up a small speaker and unfurls large banners, denouncing 

Shincheonji and Lee Man-hee.  



34 

Ms Choi hopes her pleas to the church leader will lead to the return of 

her daughter.  

"Since my daughter left home, I gave up work. I have had no choice but 

to come out to the street to search for her," she said.  

Ms Choi's daughter was 20 years old when she joined the Shincheonji 

Church of Jesus Christ.  

She hasn't spoken to her daughter in more than a year  

"I saw her couple of times under the watch of Shincheonji. She became 

very skinny. It's been more than a year since I saw her," she said.  

Ms Choi has not seen her child since February. 

"At that time Shincheonji promised to let her come back home but she 

hasn't come yet," she said.  

"I believe she will come back."  

If the leader is in the building and hears her pleas, he has so far chosen 

to ignore them.  

Ms Choi is undeterred, though, and vowed to continue her daily ritual 

until her daughter returns.  

Shincheonji told the ABC that Ms Choi's daughter had not been a mem-

ber of their church in three years.  

It was also claimed by Shincheonji that Ms Choi and her child were 

locked in "an old family feud".  

A police report from 2018 shows that Ms Choi and her husband were in-

volved in a physical altercation with their daughter over her affiliation 

with the church, but no charges were laid.  

Former believers try to save others 

Kim Eun-kang lasted about a year in the church before choosing to 

leave. 

She said members of the sect pressured her to stay but she found 
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strength in the Ansan Sangrok 

Church, a congregation made up 

almost entirely by former                  

members of Shincheonji.  

Ansan Sangrok followers actively 

try to encourage people to leave  

Shincheonji, which they consider 

to be dangerous. 

Ms Kim said she believed                    

Shincheonji is manipulative and 

draws people away from their own 

families to further enrich the 

church, at the cost of followers' 

mental health.  

She is back working in the arts, 

now as a dance teacher, and                

regularly attends services at the 

Ansan Sangrok Church where she 

sings.  

She seems happy but gets                        

emotional when she talks about 

her fears for young members of 

Shincheonji.  

"I feel sorry that they spend their 

precious youth and time there," 

she said through tears. 

"I only spent one year there but I 

struggled so much after I came out 

from there.  

Ms Kim regrets walking away from 

her promising singing career in 

search of salvation.  

"I can't restart my career so now 

I've had to spend a long time try-

ing to find my identity," she said.  

"Those were very hard times. I am 

so sorry that other young people 

will experience what I did."  

 

Why the Church should not 

appropriate the Seder 

- By The Revd Simon Reynolds , a 
Research Fellow at the University 

of  Winchester 

To give the Passover meal a Chris-

tianised gloss does not respect the                        

integrity of Judaism or of the C of 

E’s liturgies, says Simon Reynolds  

IT IS often remarked that, if you 

want to know what the Church of 

England believes, look at its                

liturgy. Since the authorisation of 

the first Book of Common Prayer in 

1549, the shape, language, and 

symbolism of the Church’s liturgy 

is contained — and encountered 

— within a doctrinal framework. 

This is no less true today (as any-

one who endured the painstaking 

processes necessary to authorise 

the multiple elements of Common 

Worship will no doubt testify). It is 

an outworking of what defines the  
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Church of England’s distinctive identity, often summarised in Prospero 

of Aquitaine’s aphorism lex orandi lex credendi (the rule of praying 

forms the rule of believing). This is worth restating in the light of the               

energy generated on social media during Holy Week after the Church 

of England Twitter posted a video of an act of worship for Maundy 

Thursday, on its official website, containing linguistic and symbolic              

elements strongly resonant of the Seder celebrated by Jews at Pesach 

(Passover). 

Leaving aside the question why, when the Church of England provides a 

fully worked-out liturgy for Maundy Thursday (as part of Common              

Worship: Times and Seasons), it was felt necessary to provide some-

thing entirely different, it does invite a measure of scrutiny of the                   

theological, historical, and cultural literacy that informed the commis-

sioning of this act of worship in the first place. 

This is especially so after the video was swiftly withdrawn in response to 

social- media comment, accompanied by a statement from the Church’s 

inter-faith adviser. This induces curiosity about the degree to which 

members of the Liturgical and Doctrine Commissions are involved in 

the composition of acts of worship that carry a measure of official                             

endorsement. 

Certainly, this is not the first time that the publication of liturgical texts 

outside the Church’s authorised provision on its official website has 

proved problematic (another conspicuous example is the prayer pro-

vided at the time of the 2019 General Election, with its clear inference 

that the outcome would be a reflection of the divine will). 

Briefly, there are a number of factors that, given due consideration, 

might have led to the side-stepping of such an act of worship in the first 

place. 

Historical context 

ONE is the historical context of the events celebrated and commemorat-

ed on Maundy Thursday. While the Gospel accounts differ in their        
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placing of the Last Supper and the crucifixion in relation to the timing of 

Pesach, the simple fact is that, at the time of the crucifixion of Jesus, the 

ritual of Pesach was not primarily a domestic meal. 

Following the Deuteronomic reforms introduced during the reign of King 

Josiah (2 Chronicles 34-35), the celebrations were centralised at the Tem-

ple in Jerusalem (which accounts for the vast numbers of pilgrims in the 

city to welcome Jesus in the Gospel accounts of the first Palm Sunday, for 

example). 

It was only after the destruction of the Temple, and the dismantling of its 

cult following the siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE, that Pesach evolved into a 

domestic liturgy. Not only is the Seder shared by Jews today a much later 

rabbinic composition: it contains language, symbols, and other elements 

that would probably never have featured in any domestic meal during 

the Pesach festivities while the Temple still stood. The first recorded                     

evidence for using the components of a contemporary Seder dates from 

as late as the ninth century CE. 

Scriptural uncertainty  

ALTHOUGH the Last Supper was a meal shared by Jesus and his disciples 

at the time of Pesach, the Gospel accounts differ in their understanding of 

its significance. 

For example, only in the Lucan account does Jesus command the disci-

ples to repeat the ritual — and some early texts do not include these 

words. St Matthew’s Gospel (whose Jewish author would have been famil-

iar with several different covenants in Jewish ritual) is unique in specify-

ing that the covenant at the Last Supper was the “blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 

26.28). 

There was only one blood covenant to atone for sin in Judaism during the 

era of the Second Temple. It was not the Pesach covenant, but the one en-

acted on Yom Kippur, the day of atonement. St John’s Gospel, which also 

has a strong Jewish accent, devotes five of its 20 chapters to the Last Sup-

per. It states that it took place before Pesach and makes no specific men-
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tion of the sharing of bread and wine, although there are strong eucharis-

tic resonances elsewhere in John. 

Early interpretation  

THIS alone suggests that the tendency effortlessly to join the dots                    

between the Last Supper, the ritual of Pesach, and how the eucharist has 

subsequently developed, as a pretext for celebrating a Christian form of 

a Seder on Maundy Thursday, should be the subject of far greater                 

scrutiny. 

While it is emphatically the case that key personalities during the early 

Christian era delighted in employing the typology of Pesach as a herme-

neutical tool, they did so as a means of illuminating the Christian paschal 

mystery as a whole rather than with any specific emphasis on the Last 

Supper alone. 

The cross and resurrection are infused with the language and symbolism 

of Exodus, with the sacrificial character of the cross and Christ as the 

lamb of sacrifice, the rising of Christ enabling his people’s liberation, 

and the blood of Christ shed on the cross protecting his people from sin 

and evil. This is well illustrated, starting with Paul, then in much of the 

subsequent Easter preaching of the early Christian centuries. 

Drawing on the account of Pesach in the Exodus (read at the baptismal 

and eucharistic liturgies to inaugurate Easter), it is offered as the model 

of salvation through the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The blood 

of Christ (prefigured by the blood of the slaughtered lamb and daubed 

on the doorposts of homes of the Hebrews, signifying protection of their 

occupants in Exodus 12) was often associated with the signing 

(”sealing”) of candidates for baptism with the cross. 

Where the link between Pesach, the Exodus narrative, and the eucharist 

is drawn, it is to demonstrate how the eucharist commemorates the entire 

salvific action of Christ in releasing his people from death. This enables 

them to be renewed — through baptism, as well as through receiving the 

body and blood of Christ in the eucharist — as participants in his dying 

and rising for the world’s salvation. Many people are familiar with the 
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great Easter hymn of John of                   

Damascus (d. c.750 CE) in the   

translation by J. M. Neale, for                    

example, as it celebrates the fulfil-

ment of the Exodus in the resurrec-

tion as “the Passover of gladness”. 

Early practice 

THIS theological momentum is re-

flected in some of the recorded li-

turgical practices of the early Chris-

tian era. 

One obvious example is the ac-

count of Holy Week in Jerusalem 

provided in Itinerarium Egeriae 

(c.380 CE). Egeria, a nun from Gali-

cia, and a pilgrim to Jerusalem in 

the final decades of the fourth cen-

tury, describes, in considerable de-

tail, the worship that she encoun-

tered during Holy Week. 

As she recalls liturgical celebra-

tions taking place at the sites asso-

ciated with the events being com-

memorated, she refers to two eu-

charistic celebrations on Maundy 

Thursday. Significantly, neither is in 

relation to the site of the Last Sup-

per. In fact, she describes the major 

celebration that day as being at the 

Eleona church, the traditional site of 

the cave in the Garden of Gethsem-

ane. 

This is amplified by more recent 

historical opinion, suggesting that, 

before the end of the fourth century, 

there appears to be no concern to 

pinpoint the location of the Last 

Supper or to integrate it into the Je-

rusalem liturgy. Rather, the Holy 

Sepulchre was the locus of the be-

ginning and ending of the celebra-

tions on Maundy Thursday, reflect-

ing how the language and symbol-

ism of Pesach applied not to a re-

calling — or even recreation — of 

the Last Supper, but to a celebration 

of the Exodus that is accomplished 

in Christ’s saving death and resur-

rection. 

Contemporary belief and                    

practice 

TODAY, the Church of England               

reflects these theological, historical, 

and liturgical insights in Common 

Worship: Times and Seasons, which 

is why there is no act of worship for 

Maundy Thursday which alludes to 

the  Seder.  

“This is the Passover of the Lord,” it 

confidently affirms: not in relation to 

the liturgy of Maundy Thursday, but 

in the introduction spoken at the 

start of the liturgy celebrated to 

begin Easter (whether on Saturday 

night or early on Sunday morning). 
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It is followed by the great Easter 

proclamation (the Exsultet) which is 

saturated in the language and sym-

bolism of the biblical accounts of 

the Exodus (a large part of which is 

read in the succeeding vigil of 

readings), followed by baptism and 

the renewal of baptismal vows, after 

which the first eucharist of Easter 

day is celebrated. 

The account of the meal to be eaten 

by the Hebrews before their escape 

from slavery in Egypt (Exodus 12) is 

provided as part of the contempo-

rary Maundy Thursday liturgy, but 

as part of a clear framework. What 

is being celebrated from Maundy 

Thursday to Easter day is a single, 

continuous whole. On Maundy 

Thursday, within the frame of litur-

gical time, the Exodus is yet to be 

celebrated. 

A theological task 

OUR roots as Christian people go 

deep into the soil of Judaism. Our 

history down the course of the past 

two millennia has repeatedly 

demonstrated that, whenever we 

have forgotten or chosen to ignore 

this, we have been responsible for 

innumerable and indefensible               

injustices towards our forebears in 

the faith. 

We add nothing to our desire to re-

spect the distinctiveness and integ-

rity of Judaism by appropriating a 

contemporary Seder and giving it a                   

Christianised “gloss” — let alone 

imagining that, by doing so, we are  

recreating an “authentic” Last Sup-

per that predates the development 

of what the eucharist has become. 

Just as Judaism at the time of Jesus, 

with its Temple and sacrificial cult, 

evolved and flourished in new di-

rections, so did the movement that                      

became Christianity. While we con-

tinue to draw much nourishment 

from our Jewish roots, the early gen-

erations of Christians quickly rec-

ognised that Christianity was not a 

superficial rebranding of Judaism, 

sparing              little theological en-

ergy and interpretative creativity as 

they sought to proclaim Christiani-

ty’s distinctive credal impulse. 

Understanding why — and how — 

they did this should never be an                

optional extra for those who bear 

the responsibility for liturgical                     

composition today. Liturgy that is 

simply good intentions, devoid of                 

theological and historical rooting, 

always risks distorting what the 

Church believes. 
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What would it mean to see 

forgiveness as a “work of 

love”? - By John Lippitt 

We live in fractious times. Resent-

ment, anger, and injustice seem to 

abound in social life — a situation 

that seems to be exacerbated by 

the apparent desire, in some quar-

ters, to be hyper-vigilant in seeking 

out new ways to take offence, new 

“wrongs” to unearth. Legitimate 

senses of injustice, and the anger 

and resentment which greet them, 

can easily morph into the polarisa-

tion that results from a self-

righteous sense that we (that is, 

those on “the right side of history”) 

must triumph over them (those who 

are not). 

What room is there, in this environ-

ment, for forgiveness? Various com-

mentators have noticed and lament-

ed its absence from the scene, in 

judgements of both contemporary 

and historical figures. For the last 

five years or so, I have been work-

ing on a philosophical study of for-

giveness rooted, in part, in biblical 

treatments of these themes. One 

theme that emerged from this study 

is the ways that self-righteous 

judgementalism can be a major 

block to the capacity to forgive. 

Why forgive? 

Consider, for example, the story of 

the “sinful woman” in Luke 7:36-50. 

Jesus is eating at the home of a 

Pharisee, referred to as Simon. On 

hearing he is there, a woman with a 

local reputation as a 

“sinner” (tradition has it that she 

was a prostitute) enters, wetting Je-

sus’s feet with her tears, drying 

them with her hair, and anointing 

his feet with an expensive                 

perfume. Simon says to himself that 

if Jesus was a prophet, he would 

know “who is touching him and 

what kind of woman she is” — 

namely, a sinner. 

Jesus’s response is to direct at Si-

mon a parable, asking if two people 

— one owing five hundred denarii, 

the other fifty — both had their 

debts forgiven, who would be more 

grateful? The bigger debtor, rea-

sons Simon. Jesus concurs, but then 

contrasts Simon’s behaviour — fail-

ing to offer him water for his feet, a 

kiss of hospitality, or oil for his head 

— with the woman’s lavish demon-

strations of love. He adds that her 

many sins have been forgiven, as 

her lavish love has demonstrated. 

Jesus invites Simon to see that by 

standing in self-righteous judge-

ment over the woman, he has failed 
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to see that he too is a sinner in need of forgiveness — that he is, moreo-

ver, one whose response to God’s grace has been so much less deep 

than that of the sinful woman. 

Yet, at one level, judgmentalism stems from a reasonable place. Many 

philosophers have treated forgiveness as being about renouncing — or 

at least controlling — various “negative emotions”, such as anger, re-

sentment or the desire for revenge, with warranted resentment often 

given pride of place. And such resentment, some have argued, speaks 

for justice. So if forgiveness involves overcoming warranted resent-

ment, and such resentment speaks for justice, why forgive? 

A common answer — very prevalent in pop psychology — is to be able 

to “let go” and “move on” from the harm and hurt, to attain “closure”. 

Ongoing resentment, it is sometimes argued, causes psychological 

harm, and so to overcome such resentment by forgiving does tremen-

dous good to the person forgiving. But will that do? If I forgive solely for 

my own sake, something important is missing. The forgiveness is im-

properly directed; it lacks the element of gift towards the person forgiv-

en that seems built into the very term. And if you think this link — be-

tween giving and forgiving — is a mere quirk of the English language, 

then think again: this is a feature shared by plenty of other languages. 

The French term verb “to forgive” — pardonner — shares the same fea-

ture (donner; to give); as does one of the two key terms for forgiveness 

in, for instance, each of German (Vergebung), Danish (Tilgivelse), and 

New Testament Greek (charizomai). 

In writing my book, I became intrigued by how much discussion of for-

giveness in much modern philosophy has insisted on proceeding with-

out any reference to the religious framework that gives much of this de-

bate its impetus. Can we really understand terms such as “turning the 

other cheek” without reference to their biblical origins? The Hebrew 

Bible, the New Testament, and the religious traditions they have in-

spired are sometimes masked dancing partners of the burgeoning sec-

ular literature on forgiveness. Some of these concerns led me to a guid-

ing question: what difference might be made to our understanding of 
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interpersonal forgiveness if — to 

borrow a phrase from the nine-

teenth century Danish philosopher 

Søren Kierkegaard — we were to 

approach it as a “work of love”? 

Doing so enables us to navigate 

what has been one of the major dis-

agreements about the conditions 

under which forgiveness is legiti-

mate and admirable. For some, for-

giveness at its best must be condi-

tional: only if a wrongdoer has satis-

fied a variety of conditions should 

forgiveness be offered. What makes 

it on to this list can vary, but it typi-

cally includes some sort of ac-

knowledgment of responsibility for 

and repudiation of their wrongful 

deed; showing understanding of the 

harm or moral injury done; sincere-

ly expressing regret; and a commit-

ment to not inflicting such harms 

again. In short, what both religious 

and secular writers have called re-

pentance. For others, forgiveness is 

at its most admirable when it is of-

fered unconditionally: without any 

pre-conditions being set. (The for-

mer is sometimes presented as the 

Jewish, the latter as the Christian, 

view of forgiveness; but paying at-

tention to the biblical material 

shows this distinction to be over-

simplified.) Some writers on                    

forgiveness, including Jacques Der-

rida, have insisted that even to hope 

for apology, repentance, and so on, 

is to sully the gift of pure for-

giveness, turning it into a merely 

“economic” transaction. 

I hold, on the contrary, that although 

unconditional forgiveness is in 

many cases admirable, there is 

nothing inappropriate — much less 

cheapening — about holding out 

hope for such repentance. Indeed, 

as we shall see, such hope may it-

self be a work of love. 

Love’s forgiveness 

Understanding forgiveness as root-

ed in what we might call “love’s vi-

sion” can begin to capture truly ex-

emplary instances of forgiveness — 

instances that go beyond the every-

day. What, then, are the key features 

of “love’s forgiveness”? 

My thinking on these matters has 

been influenced by Works of Love, a 

particularly rich text by Søren Kier-

kegaard. My starting point here is a 

characteristically paradoxical idea 

in Kierkegaard, that love “sees with 

closed eyes”. What he seems to 

mean by this, inter alia, is that the 

“look of love” does not focus all its 

attention on faults and transgres-

sions. Some have worried that this 
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amounts to a wilful blindness to fault, akin to Nietzsche’s quip that “love is 

the state in which people are most prone to see things in the way that 

they are not.” But while this indeed signals a risk, it is not a fatal objec-

tion; generosity of vision need not imply wilful blindness. Love’s gener-

ous vision may simply amount to an openness to seeing the good in 

someone, in stark contrast to the attitude of self-righteous judgemental-

ism. Love may have its own epistemic standards. As philosopher Troy 

Jollimore has put it: 

love suggests a certain kind of epistemic practice, one centred on close 

attention, empathy, and generosity of vision, one that tends to conflict 

with other sorts of epistemic practice, particularly those that take neutral-

ity and detachment as their presiding virtues. 

Instead of assuming that the loved one must prove themselves to us, we 

might actively seek out the best in them. Sometimes only a loving kind of 

attention provides an awareness that reveals deeper insights than any 

available to neutral detachment. Loving attention actively seeks out a val-

ue which a more detached attitude is likely to miss. 

To treat forgiveness as a work of agapic or neighbourly love has the ad-

vantage of deprioritising conditional forgiveness, but is able to resist one 

of the most common objections to unconditional forgiveness — namely, 

the idea that such forgiveness violates justice. Surely, goes this argument, 

to forgive unconditionally is to let the wrongdoer off scot-free? It is to fail 

to take seriously the degree of the wrongdoing, and thus to fail at the lev-

el of justice. 

One possible answer to this objection is the one taken by the twentieth 

century Swedish Lutheran bishop Anders Nygren, in his classic study 

Agape and Eros. For Nygren, faced with this tension between agapic love 

and justice, we should recognise that the New Testament insists that the 

former trumps the latter: “‘motivated’ justice”, as he puts it, “must give 

place … to ‘unmotivated’ love.” 

I’m unconvinced by this move. Helpful here is a distinction made by 

Nicholas Wolterstorff in his book Justice in Love. Wolterstorff contrasts the 
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kind of Nygrenesque gratuitous benevolence, uninterested in the claims 

of justice (“benevolence-agapism”) with a form of agapic love that can 

incorporate justice (“care-agapism”). He notes how central justice is to 

some of the biblical texts on love of neighbour. For instance, in Leviticus 

19, reproving one’s neighbour — while nonetheless refraining from hold-

ing a grudge against them — is given as an example of what it means to 

love them. This signals a kind of love that may be distinguished from 

mere “niceness” or kindness: a variety of “tough love” which may make 

perfectionist demands on the beloved, aiding or prodding them to do 

the right thing; challenging them. Such love is not justice-indifferent be-

nevolence, but a kind of genuine care which aims to combine seeking to 

secure their just treatment with seeking to enhance their flourishing; 

what is genuinely in their interests — which may not be what they desire. 

Forgiving out of such love can be a manifestation of such care-agapism. 

Transformative forgiveness 

An example of this can be found in Sister Helen Prejean’s moving mem-

oir, Dead Man Walking. Prejean, a Catholic nun who worked as a spiritual 

advisor to a series of Death Row inmates in Louisiana prisons, found her-

self faced with the problem of how to face her feelings of moral revulsion 

at what those she was tasked to counsel had done: egregious acts of rape 

and murder. Prejean experiences a warranted moral anger, and her abil-

ity to overcome this requires her to shift her attitude towards those she 

encounters. I believe that it makes sense to describe this change of atti-

tude as a kind of third-party forgiveness: a case where there is a signifi-

cant connection between the person forgiving and the wrongdoer, yet 

where the person forgiving is not their victim. The relationship into 

which Prejean is called to enter with the inmates she counsels requires 

her to be able to manifest a forgiving attitude towards them. She never 

succumbs to the temptation manifested by others — including the prison 

chaplain — to reduce the inmates to moral monsters. She never loses 

sight of their common humanity. Yet neither does she let them off the 

moral hook. 
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Of particular importance is her re-

lation to one such inmate, Elmo Pat-

rick Sonnier. Prejean is able to see 

in Sonnier that to which others have 

been blind: his capacity to see the 

evils that he has done, and genuine-

ly to repent of them. It is not that 

she notices (whereas others don’t) 

that Sonnier has repented. It is ra-

ther that she sees the potential for 

this — and her attitude of agapic 

love towards him (a love that is 

manifested, I would argue, in her 

forgiveness of him) serves as the 

catalyst to bring this potential to  

actuality. To borrow a phrase of 

Kierkegaard’s, her love “loves forth 

love”. 

As Prejean’s friendship with Son-

nier grows, so — as a human being 

— does he. In the final days before 

his execution, he expresses genu-

ine gratitude to her for being the 

first person to show him what love 

really means (“It’s a shame a man 

has to come to prison to find love”). 

This gratitude is also extended to 

the lawyer who has attempted to 

get his sentence commuted to life 

imprisonment, and to the chef who 

prepares his final meal. Crucially, 

although he had earlier been in-

clined to use his final words to show 

defiance, in the end he uses them to 

ask forgiveness from the father of 

one of his victims. 

In the movie based on the memoir, 

starring Susan Sarandon and Sean 

Penn, the character played by Penn 

is an amalgam of two distinct mur-

derers, Elmo Patrick Sonnier and 

Robert Willie. In the memoir, 

Prejean’s loving attitude has mark-

edly less success in the case of Wil-

lie, demonstrating that there can be 

no guarantees. Love takes a risk, in 

hope. 

I want to suggest that such hope 

can itself be a work of love. Kierke-

gaard suggests as much in a pas-

sage of Works of Love, where he re-

flects upon Christ’s attitude to Peter 

after the latter’s betrayal of him. De-

scribing Christ’s love for Peter as 

“boundless”, Kierkegaard points 

out: 

He did not say, “Peter must first 

change and become another                  

person before I can love him 

again”. No, he said exactly the                

opposite, “Peter is Peter, and I love 

him. My love, if anything, will help 

him to become another person”. 

Therefore he did not break off the 

friendship in order perhaps to re-

new it if Peter would have become 

another person: no, he preserved 



47 

the friendship … and in that way helped Peter to become another              

person. 

In a similar way, Prejean’s pre-emptive forgiveness of Sonnier seems to 

act as the catalyst for his moral growth. Such love is a manifestation of 

care-agapism insofar as it preserves both justice for Sonnier (not reject-

ing him as a moral monster) with justice for his victims and wider society 

(although Prejean campaigns against the death penalty for inmates, she 

never denies that Sonnier deserves judicial punishment). 

Prejean’s attitude towards Sonnier is, moreover, an instance of what 

Adrienne Martin has called “normative hope”, which is capable of 

“scaffolding” normative change in the person for whom one hopes. Such 

hope can galvanise the energy and fortify the resolve of those who hope. 

Philip Pettit has written of hope as being pragmatically rational even 

when what is hoped for is unlikely, given that it is a way to handle the 

“hurly burly of belief. It frees you from the bleakness of beliefs that wax 

and wane unpredictably in level of confidence … To have hope is to have 

something we might describe as cognitive resolve.” This is what keeps 

the hoper going — but it also communicates an important message of the 

person hoped for; that we are holding them to account. Hope communi-

cates a call, to which we hope they will respond. 

One way of achieving what Prejean achieves in her view of Sonnier is to 

recognise what Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn does in The Gulag Archipelago, 

his memoir of internment and hard labour under Stalin — conditions in 

which many froze, were starved or beaten to death. Recognising how 

close he was to having joined the security service which became the 

KGB, Solzhenitsyn reflects: 

If only there were evil people somewhere insidiously committing evil 

deeds, and it were necessary only to separate them from the rest of us 

and destroy them. But the line dividing good and evil cuts through the 

heart of every human being. And who is willing to destroy a piece of his 

own heart? 
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This is not to condone, excuse or justify wrongdoing, but rather to rec-

ognise the hopeless oversimplification involved in dividing the world 

into two categories of people, the good and the evil. It is a simplifica-

tion that should give pause to anyone tempted to interpret the world as 

us (the good guys) against them (the bad guys). For the hope I’ve tried 

to describe here will likely requires another virtue: humility, under-

stood as a mean between the vice of servility and vices of pride such 

as arrogance, vanity, and self-righteousness. 

John Lippitt is Professor of Philosophy and Director of the Institute for 

Ethics and Society at the University of Notre Dame Australia.                             

His research focuses on the moral psychology of virtues and vices, and 

the thought of Søren Kierkegaard. His most recent book is Love’s               

Forgiveness: Kierkegaard, Resentment, Humility, and Hope. 

 

A PRAYER FOR HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL 

DAY  

Loving God, we come to you with heavy hearts, remember-

ing the six million Jewish souls murdered during the Holo-

caust. 

In the horrors of that history, when so many groups were 

targeted because of their identity, and in genocides which followed, we recog-

nise destructive prejudices that drive people apart. 

Forgive us when we give space to fear, negativity and hatred of others, simply 

because they are different from us. 

In the light of God, we see everyone as equally precious manifestations of the 

Divine, and can know the courage to face the darkness. 

Through our prayers and actions, help us to stand together with those who are 

suffering, so that light may banish all darkness, love will prevail over hate and 

good will triumph over evil. 

Amen. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCxtLp5KXKAhVBRZQKHegDC1IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchildren-praying-clipart&psig=AFQjCNGUL5UbyufNnLz3PVawqDPldlDkyQ&ust=14527
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate ; ; 

for Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer  we 

are asked to pray for The Anglican 

Church of Korea. 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen. 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all the countries that 

suffer from famine. We pray for God's 

intervention.  

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John 

Burns; June Cameron; Coral; Elizabeth 

Griffiths; Ray Holfeld; Jeanell; Grace Mao

-Jing; Enid Kell; Jesse Langenegger; 

David Morgan; Alister & Sally Palmer; 

Mark Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; 

Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts; David 

Russell; Susie; Sylvia; Sylvia Seers; Diane 

Smith; Jean Storey; Geoff Voller and Bob 

Woods;  

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially John Layhe, David Bassos, 

Kathy Frost, The Prison Mother in 

England that God may grant them a 

place of refreshment, light and peace.  

Pray, too, for, Russell George Lynott; 

Iris Gwendoline Stephens; Edward 

Livsey Taylor; Sir John Leslie Carrick; & 

for any others whose year’s mind falls 

around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Saturday 16th May - Saturday 22nd May - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity   

 Wednesday 19th  May - Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury (d.988)  
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

