Welcome to worship
Easter Eve - Saturday 16th April
Easter Day - Sunday 17th April
9.30pm Choral Eucharist & Blessing of the New Fire
8.00am Said Eucharist
9.30am Procession, Renewal of Baptismal Vows, and Festive
Parish Eucharist
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ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by
the south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings for
Today
Acts 10:34-43
Ps 118.1-2,14-24
1 Corinthians 15.19-26
John 20.1-18

Year C

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Acts 5.27-32
Ps 118.14-29
Revelation 1.4-8
John 20.19-31
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already been in contact with the
lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers
There is a wide diversity in how
of those who dip often come in
Anglicans prefer to receive the
contact with the wine. Disease can
bread and wine at Holy
spread more easily through the
Communion; some stand, others
hands than through the lips,
kneel, most receive the wafer in
making this method the most
the hand, a few wish to have it put
unhygienic. In addition, the Prayer
on the tongue. Most like to guide
Book directs that all consecrated
the Chalice to their lips, others like
wine must be consumed before it
to take it into their hands, while
leaves the Church, meaning that
others prefer not to touch it at all.
someone, usually the Chalice
None of these variations really
Assistant or the Celebrant, has to
matter but simply reflect Anglican
drink the left-over wine that has
diversity.
had multiple contacts with hands.
For health reasons and out of
In order to protect others it is
concern for other worshippers, we
perhaps understandable to want to
ask you not to dip your bread into
dip if one has sore lips or has a
the wine. If you are uncomfortable
cold, but the consensus of the
receiving from the Common Cup
Church is that taking only the
the practice in our Parish is to
bread is fully participating in
receive the bread only.
Communion.
Judging by the number of people
Join us for the 150th
who do it, many must imagine that
Anniversary of the First
not receiving the Chalice to the
Service of Public Worship
lips but dipping the wafer or
held in St Paul’s Church,
bread into the cup (called
Burwood
intinction) is a more hygienic
There will be a Choral Eucharist
way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be
on Wednesday 27th of April at
further from the truth.
7pm to mark this special event.

Everyone is invited to join
us at Communion

Apart from the obvious fact that
the wine they are dipping into has
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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle
Any or all of the following rites may be used, depending on local custom.

A. Marking the Paschal Candle
One of the ministers or a member of the community brings the paschal candle
to the presider, who cuts / marks a cross in the wax and traces the Greek letter
alpha above the cross, and omega below, and the numerals of the current year
between the arms of the cross.

While this is done the following may be said:
Jesus Christ, yesterday and today,
as the vertical arm of the cross is traced
the beginning and the end,
the horizontal arm …
Alpha
alpha above the cross …
and Omega!
omega below the cross …
All time belongs to Christ
first numeral, in the upper left corner of
the cross …
and all the ages.
second numeral in the upper right corner …
To Christ be glory and power
third numeral, lower left corner …
through every age for ever.

last numeral in lower right corner.

Amen.
B. Nails / incense grains for the Paschal Candle
When the cross and other marks have been made, the presider may insert five
nails or grains of incense into the candle, normally at the extremity of the arms
of the cross and at the centre. S/he may say,
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1.

By his holy

2.

and glorious wounds

3.

may Christ our Lord

4.

guard us

5. and keep us. Amen.
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© Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. Used by permission . This text

may be reproduced for use in worship in the Anglican Church of Australia.

The Blessing of the Font and the Renewal of
Baptismal Vows
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks that at the beginning of creation your Holy
Spirit moved upon the waters to bring forth light and life. With
water you cleanse and replenish the earth; you nourish and sustain all living things.
Thanks be to God.
We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea you
led your people out of slavery into freedom, and brought them
through the River Jordan to new life in the land of promise.
Thanks be to God.

We give you thanks for your Son Jesus Christ: for his baptism by
John, for his anointing with the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
And now we give you thanks that we are made one with Christ in his death
and resurrection. Pour out your Holy Spirit in blessing, that this water may
be a sign of our new birth in Baptism. May we continue for ever in Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
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Now that our Lenten observance is ended, let us reaffirm the promises
we made in baptism.
Do you turn to Christ?
I do.
Do you repent of your sins?
I do.
Do you renounce all that is evil?
I do.
I ask you now to reaffirm as yours the faith of the Church. Do
you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.
Do you believe in God the Son?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father; from there he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe in one God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Will you each, by God’s grace, strive to live as a disciple of
Christ, loving God with your whole heart, and your neighbour
as yourself, until your life’s end?
I will with God’s help.
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God our creator, Rock of our salvation, has given us new birth by
and the Spirit, and forgiven our sins through Jesus Christ our Lord.
May God keep us faithful to our calling now and for ever. Amen.

News from St Paul’s …
Easter Blessings
The Rector, Fr. James, and Dr. Helen Collins, along with Fr. Michael and
Mrs. Antonia Deasey, together with the Church Wardens and Parish
Councillors and the Parish Staff and Ministry Team, Fr. Jim Pettigrew,
Mr David Russell, Mrs. Judith Laurence, Ms. Rosemary King, Mr Brian
Luhr, and Mrs. Caroline Badra extend to all Parishioners and to their
families and to all friends of St. Paul's every blessing for a Holy Easter.
May the risen Christ fill your lives with a profound and deep joy and may
the love of God enfold you.

Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at St
Paul’s.
The following services will be offered:
•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist

People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event if they
do not feel comfortable doing so. All risk management procedures will
be scrupulously attended to.
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From Saturday 18th of February
2022, singing and dancing is permitted.
The following rules also applies:

I am truly grateful to all those who,
over the past months, have helped
us to remain connected to God and
to each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your
loving Service of God and of God’s
people at St Paul’s and beyond.



Density limits no longer apply



Anyone can attend a wedding,
funeral or place of worship.
I hold you and our community,
nation, and world in my prayers.
You are not required to be fully
vaccinated or show proof of
May God’s peace sustain and
your vaccination status.
surround you at this time.







Face masks are no longer
required for indoor premises.
QR check-in are no longer
required at places of worship.

Fr James

Thank you for the Paschal
Candles

We thank Church Stores for
delivering our Paschal Candles for
The Greeting of Peace will
continue as a reverent bow to those use at St. Paul's this year.
one is seated close to. Communion
The Paschal Candle will stand in
will be administered at the
the sanctuary, north of the High
communion rail and directions
Altar (that is, the Gospel side), and
will be provided in the order of
is lit for every service during the
service.
50 days of Easter when it is then reEveryone is welcome to come to
moved and stands by the Font (and
lit for Baptisms) or stands by the
our Morning tea. You no longer
casket at a funeral. The Paschal
need to sign-in. We will still
Candle is a constant reminder of
observe all relevant hygiene
the hope of the Resurrection.
protocols .
As the situation changes with
reference to the government’s
directives, we will review matters
at that point in time.
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Parish Council Meeting
Our first Parish Council meeting will
be held on Wednesday the 20th of
April at 7.00 p.m. in the Rectory.
We begin each Parish Council
meeting with a Eucharist.



Thank you for the
encouragement of your
presence throughout Holy
Week and today.

Thank you to Fr Michael,
David, Bailey and our Choir

Thank you

Thank you for the wonderful gift of
We extend our heart-felt thanks to beautiful music that you have
all who were involved in any way at offered through Lent, Holy Week,
all in preparing the Church grounds and Easter as we have journeyed
with of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
and the Parish Church for Holy
Christ, through his passion, death,
Week and the Festival of Easter:
and resurrection.

Thank you to Bill, Syd for the
We are truly grateful to you for this
care of the grounds and the
gift of love which you offer to God
arranging of palm branches.
in the service of God's people here

Thank you to Judith and Joy for
at St. Paul's. We thank you for your
arranging the flowers.
love and care.






Thank you to all those who
helped setting up on Saturday
morning doing odd jobs, gold,
silver and brass cleaning,
dusting/cleaning/polishing.

Lenten envelopes need to be
returned
Please return your Lenten
Envelopes NO LATER than the
Sunday after Easter via the
offertory plate.

Thank you to all involved in
providing the glorious music
and readings and intercessions. Many thanks to those who have
been regularly retuning the ABM
Thank you to all those who
Lenten Envelopes which of course
helped preparing altar linen,
is voluntary.
serving, sidespeople, bell
ringing, and so much else both St Paul’s Burwood has always been
strong supporters of the ABM
seen and unseen.
Lenten appeal over many years.
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urwood

ommunity

hoir

@ St Paul’s
The Burwood Community Choir was formed
in the latter part of 2019. The Choir is open to
anyone and everyone who wants to join with
others in song. You do not have to have any
special musical expertise; just love to sing.
There are no auditions for the choir and no
membership fees. If people are able to make
a donation to help with expenses then that is
most acceptable but it is not a requirement
for participation in the choir.
The choir rehearses in the main hall at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church located at
205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood. We meet during school term times. In 2022,
rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. Our Music Director and Conductor is
Mrs Karen Carey. If you can’t have fun with Karen at the helm, you just can’t have fun!
During rehearsals we do some warm-up exercises and learn a variety of songs that will
become a program for a performance at the end of the school term. In spite of COVID,
we have managed to deliver two performances (2019 and 2020) and lead a rousing
evening of favourite Christmas Carols with full audience participation at the end of
2021.
St Paul’s provides help and support for the organisation and running of the choir.
Donations from audiences at our performances help to support the St Paul’s “Pantry”
which provides groceries and food items to those experiencing hardship in our
community. So you are not only singing for fun but helping those in need at the same
time.
BCC started 2022 rehearsals on 15 March 2022. If you want a little “taste” of our efforts
we are on You Tube – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0 https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
Come and join us in song and friendship. We are looking forward to meeting you.
If you need further information email Barbara Stone (Choir Director).
barbarastoneam@gmail.com
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Trading Table

The Trading Table made $104.50
last Sunday. The Mother’s Day raffle sales have begun. We have $152
so far. Please get your tickets after
the services. Thank you for your
support. There is still some of the
latest Epistle (Lent to Easter) available for the very reasonable price
of $7.

Vanilla Jam, Spiced Fig & Apple
Jam
Marmalades
Cumquat, Lime, Mojito Lime,
Lemon, Meyer Lemon, Orange,
Orange & Rum & Raisin, Orange &
Rum, Orange & Coriander &
Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange
& Passion fruit Jelly, Citrus (various
combinations of citrus fruit),
Grapefruit, Chai Spiced Grapefruit

We look forward to serving you
with our jams/chutneys (see below
Plants
for the varieties), plants etc.
The plants are going into
Butters
hibernation as the weather gets
Lemon, Lemon & Passionfruit, Lime colder.
& Passionfruit, Lime
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1
Chutneys/Pickles
each
Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw
There are some EPSON computer
Chutney, Mango Chutney, Crab
inks available in various colours.
Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple
Cyan TO492, Yellow TO494, light
Chutney, Choko Chutney,
Magenta TO496, Magenta TO493,
Jams
and Light Cyan To 495. Also Canon
Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam,
Black BC-)1, BJ cartridge. Do you
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce,
have a printer that could use
Crab Apple Jelly, Guava Jelly,
these?
Cherry Quava Jelly, Choko &
Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/
Sauce, Raspberry & Apple Jam,
Peach Liqueur Jam, Spiced
Nectarine Jam, Spiced Peach &
Nectarine Jam, Yellow Plum &
Passionfruit Jam, Chunky Fig &

Thank you for your support
Pam Brock
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Easter Day C – Sunday 17th April 2022
Either Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 65.17-25;
either Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 or Hymn to the Risen
Christ/the Easter Anthems (APBA p. 6);
either 1 Corinthians 15.19-26 or Acts 10.34-43; either
John 20.1-18 or Luke 24.1-12


Both St Luke and St John remind us that Jesus chose women to be the first
witnesses of the Resurrection. And why not? They were central to his ministry. Yet, two millennia later women have to battle sexism both outside of
and within parts of the Church, an inexplicable pay gap, large amounts of
intimate partner violence and so on. If I were to examine myself, would I
find areas of my life where I have treated people who are of a different
gender from mine in a shoddy or even menacing way?



Glorious Lord of Life, wherever I display bigotry towards others, help me
to remember your Resurrection and to respond to it my opening my heart
and mind to yours.



Give thanks for the work and witness of all institutions dedicated to
Christ’s rising again, particularly the Cathedral of the Resurrection in
Popondetta, PNG.

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022

Mother’s Day Raffle
Tickets $2 each or 3 for $5

Prizes include Sunbeam Feel Perfect heated throw (cosy microfleece)
Prodyne Hostess Set ( 3-tier Stairway Salad bowl, Buffet on ice,
Condiments on ice)
Plus more
Please support this fundraiser for the fabric of the church
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for
Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have
mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad your peace in the
hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for war, that all races
and peoples may learn to live as members of one family and in obedience to

St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

Quote of the Week...
“The resurrection completes the inauguration of God's kingdom. . . . It is the
decisive event demonstrating thet God's kingdom really has been launched
on earth as it is in heaven."
Nicholas Thomas Wright
An English New Testament scholar
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s this
week and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $3062
≈ Parish Pantry: $1130
≈ National Trust Donation:$10
TOTAL OF GIVING:$4202

BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............
to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood,
to be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of
the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
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Ringing
The bells rang out on last
Saturday morning to
celebrate the centenary
of the beginning of the
tower construction. If you
have read the article in
the latest Epistle about
the tower you will see that the plaque on the outside of the tower says 1922 but
that isn't the year of completion!
Australian & New Zealand Association
Burwood, New South Wales
St Paul
Saturday, 9 April 2022 in 43m (11)
1260 Grandsire Doubles
1 Jenny Davies
2 Pam Brock
3 Jackie Spratt
4 Kin Mun Kan
5 Andrew Davies (C)
6 Michael Lorber
Rung to celebrate the centenary
of the beginning of the tower
construction (1922)

Band of ringers in order from
L - R:
Jenny Davies, Pam Brock,
Jackie Spratt, Kin Mun Kan,
Andrew Davies & Michael Lorber
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Annual figures reveal effect of lockdown on cathedrals
- By REBECCA PAVELEY
THE effect of the pandemic on cathedrals in England has been revealed
as annual figures showed a 64 per cent drop for in-person worshippers in
2020, when the country spent months in lockdown and cathedrals and
churches were closed.

Most cathedrals adapted quickly to move services online, and, although
emergency government funding helped cathedrals to survive their catastrophic loss in income, it is still today a “challenging environment” for
most, the Dean of Leicester, the Very Revd David Monteith, warned, particularly as cathedrals now face huge rises in energy bills.
He urged people to continue to support cathedrals. “Cathedrals across
the country are working hard to welcome back more visitors and worshippers, and the picture has improved in the time since this data was
gathered,” he said. “But it remains a challenging environment, not least
because of current utility cost increases.
“Cathedrals and churches are here to support their communities, including people who are still struggling following Covid-19, and as focal
points for prayer and reflection and action in light of world events, including the war in Ukraine.”
The Association of English Cathedrals has also published a study that it
commissioned on the economic and social impact of cathedrals in their
communities, which estimated their contribution in 2019 to be £235 million in terms of local employment and additional spend from visitors: a
small rise from their £220 million estimated contribution in 2014.
The submitted data from cathedrals showed that there were an estimated
3.2 million visitors in 2020: a 67 per cent drop from the 9.7 million visitors
reported in 2019. Paying or donating visitors accounted for less than one
quarter of all visitors: down from 39 per cent of all visitors in 2019.
22

Data for services and worshippers at cathedrals were taken from annual
statistics filed by most cathedrals, although, where this was absent, the
data were estimated.
The data showed that attendance at services fell to about 13,500 in 2020,
from 37,200 in 2019.
The number of occasional offices, such as baptisms and marriages, also
dropped dramatically, although the number of funerals dropped by a
smaller amount. The estimated total number of funeral services in 2020
was 300: a reduction of 60, or 17 per cent, from the 2019 figure. But there
was a 49 per cent decrease in the number of funerals held in a cathedral,
and a 95 per cent increase in services conducted on behalf of a cathedral
at a crematorium or cemetery, directly as a result of Covid restrictions.
Cathedrals were asked about numbers of volunteers and the numbers of
those involved in music. Volunteer numbers stayed largely steady
throughout, but the number of boy choristers was estimated to have
dropped by ten per cent, and the number of adult choral scholars by 17
per cent.

The number of children and adults singing in voluntary choirs attached
to cathedrals had also dropped by 17 per cent.
Occasional musicians were most affected by the pandemic: their involvement in services decreased by 84 per cent. “It would appear that the
pandemic had a far greater impact on occasional musicians than on regular musicians,” the report said.
When the first nationwide lockdown began in March 2020, every cathedral moved to offer online services. The majority were still offering
“Church at home” services by October 2020.
Tom Wood, a researcher in the Church of England’s Research and Statistics unit, compiled the report. In the introduction, he wrote: “Throughout
the Covid-19 pandemic, cathedrals made huge efforts to continue to offer
worship in various forms, and to continue to serve their congregations
and communities.
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“It is undeniable that the global pandemic has had a negative impact on
cathedral life, as it has on many other facets of life; we stress that none of
the figures in this report should be treated as a criticism of anything that
cathedrals have been doing or not doing. If anything, the fact that cathedrals could still do so much in a year when so much ceased should be
celebrated.”
Covid, however, was likely to affect cathedral finances for some time to
come, the report warned. It found that the pandemic had forced cathedrals to adapt and find new ways to connect with people, not just through
live-streamed services, but through producing online tours and activities
for schools, which, as school budgets are overstretched, was seen as a
key way to engage with students who are unable to reach the cathedral
building.

Bringing the Bible’s women out from between the lines
Helen Bond and Joan Taylor are on a mission to make Jesus’s female
disciples visible. Interview by Ed Thornton
WHAT was the social position of women in Jesus’s time, the part they
played in the household or wider society?
Joan Taylor: It’s really important to understand the gendered world of the
first century, and be careful not to export that world into the present day
and think that’s an essential part of the Christian message.
There wasn’t a great deal of mixing between the genders. If you were
well off as a woman, you had more freedom, you were sort of almost considered an honorary male, and certain great women would be complimented for their masculinity — you know, they could think straight!
She could show courage — the Empress Livia, for example, great queens
like Cleopatra, or the Jewish queen Salome Alexandra. If you were well to
do, you had some of the attributes of masculinity in the ancient world.
But for a poor village woman, or an enterprising businesswoman in the
merchant world, there were all sorts of things to negotiate in terms of
gender.
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Why do you think women have been overlooked in the Church’s
past, and who has done the overlooking?
Helen Bond: The main reason is that Christianity emerged in a patriarchal time. And, even without wanting to forget about the women, people
just told the story as the story of what men were doing. It was a story of
what men were doing and how men were spreading the message.
But there were some reasons why women’s contributions were minimised. Partly because it wasn’t always good for Christianity to admit that
there had been lots of women there at the beginning. Pagans tended to
think that a religion that had too many women in it was a bad thing.
And, once Christianity realised that it was there for the long haul, and
that the end of the world wasn’t coming quite so fast, it then really tried
to adapt to the world around it and to fit in. It developed hierarchies,
and, of course, they were male hierarchies. And that has just been perpetuated, I think, by 2000 years of male biblical scholars.
JT: We have focused on a particular anti-Christian writer, a philosopher
called Celsus, who writes about how awful Christianity is in the second
century.
We only know his writings from how the Christian scholar Origen, in the
third century, responded to Celsus. But it’s clear that one of the things
that Celsus said about Christianity was that it was founded on the witness of “a delirious woman”, and it was a sort of religion that only would
be believed in by women, slaves, and small children. And that kind of
criticism means that Christians have to adopt a defensive position.
There are clues within the text, but you don’t see the clues to the women
because it’s like a light is being shone on the men to say: “OK, look,
these are good, brave men here that we’ve got in our story, and they’re
important.” This is a story that is going to be approved of in a very patriarchal world.
This is now established in the academic world, but did you feel that
there was a need to communicate this more widely to the laity and the
wider world beyond the Church?
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HB: Yes, massively so. A lot of this has been talked about in academic circles since the 1980s or so. Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza was one of the
early pioneers in this. In academic circles, I think it’s generally well
known that there were quite a lot of women around Jesus.
But I do think there are some Churches that don’t particularly want to
hear this. We’ve got lots of new evidence in the book, too; but the basic
ideas do go back a few decades, and I think are pretty well established.
You have the New Testament material, but also some extra-biblical
sources you draw on. Did you detect any differences between the Gospels in how women are portrayed?
JT: We really wanted to focus on the actual women: to show that these
were disciples of Jesus, and try and get into the stories of these named
and unnamed women and contextualise them and do some work in
terms of giving us a broader picture of who these women were.
But before we get to that point, we have to do a background on what the
Gospels are, what they’re doing, how they’re presenting gender.
But you’re right that the Gospels do present gender in somewhat different ways; we’re talking about how men behave, how women behave,
what are the right ways of being for men and women.
You can compare and contrast them to some degree, because we know
that the Gospels had a particular order of composition: Mark was written
first, and then Matthew and Luke some time later, and John was written
last: that’s the standard understanding. Matthew and Luke used Mark in
their own composition, and John, it’s increasingly understood, used Mark
as well, and probably also Luke, and even Matthew.
So, it’s very useful for us to remember that composition order, because
you can look at how a story is portrayed in Mark, for example, and then
how it’s portrayed in Matthew, then Luke, and then John, and see there are
subtle changes.
Sometimes these subtle changes adopt a more defensive position, which
I think one can see in Matthew particularly; in other cases, perhaps a less
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defensive position, which you can see maybe in parts of John, where
there are more women and they do more stuff.
HB: The author of the pastoral epistles is trying to use the legacy of Paul
to tell them what women ought to be doing.
But there is another strategy, too: the adding in of passages. Earlier on in
chapter 11 of 1 Corinthians, Paul says that women can prophesy as long
as they cover their heads. And then suddenly, in chapter 14, there’s this
passage that seems to be saying completely the opposite, and that
women ought to be silent in the churches.
That’s probably an interpolation. It’s probably somebody in the late first
century, maybe even slightly later, who is reading these Pauline letters
and doesn’t quite agree with the great man, and so adds something into
the margin, and at some point what was in the margin gets put into the
text.
As you go later and later, you get more strident attempts to limit women
and to limit their activities within the churches.

How would you present a female version of the Last Supper with Jesus?
HB: We would argue that there were women there at the Last Supper anyway, that we don’t believe Leonardo Da Vinci’s painting, massive effect
though it has had on our mental picture of these things.
In Mark’s Gospel, he says that two disciples went to prepare the Passover, and then Jesus comes with the 12 male disciples. Presumably, these
two disciples who have gone to prepare the Passover are still there. It
does suggest that it’s more than just this 12.
I think it’s very, very likely Mary and Martha from Bethany. Perhaps they
were even the ones who went and prepared the Passover, anyway, because Jesus is staying with them. It would be very strange if Jesus was
staying with them for Passover and then, when he goes to eat the meal,
he leaves his hosts behind.
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We also know that Jesus came to Jerusalem with many women. That’s
what Mark says, and all the Gospels back that up: the idea that Jesus
has arrived in Jerusalem with many women who have come from
Galilee and know him well, know his message. They’re full disciples,
just like the men are.
People like Susanna, and Joanna, Salome, and lots of Marys — there’s
always lots of Marys. Mary Magdalene, too, of course. We know the
names of quite a lot of these. And some of them we just know the names
of their children, too: Mary, the mother of so-and-so. But probably a
whole gaggle of women, at least a dozen women.
Do you think there have been periods in the Church’s history when
women’s contributions were welcomed and recognised? Or is the
present day as good as it has been?
JT: I don’t know if the present day is! I’d like to restore some of the
things that were happening in the first century.
Let’s get to the first century. We’re trying to create an image of what was
really happening in the Jesus movement and those that followed in the
Pauline churches. You’ve got to remember that the Jesus movement was
a movement that was expecting the transformation of the world, something that was really radical in terms of a changed reality, where the
Kingdom of God was going to come.
On the basis of prophecies like Joel 2, where your young men and
young women are going to dream dreams, and old men and old women, they’re going to have this force of the Holy Spirit prophesying, creating part of this new reality. And we see that in Acts 2, where Joel’s
prophecy is realised.
And so really, in the first century, I think you’ve got patterns of
behaviour that were more radical than we have today.
I’m interested in your views on the Church of England and the wider
Anglican Communion, and whether it’s receptive to these ideas.
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JT: The Anglican Communion has
an advantage over maybe some
other Churches in that it is very diverse, and it’s founded on the idea
of a shared worship, without being
too fierce in terms of theologies.

some of these things suggest that
there’s another history here that the
texts themselves have let slip. And
there are these tiny little echoes,
perhaps in the oral world, too.

HB: We were also aware that a lot of
women’s history doesn’t get written
down: it tends to be oral. It’s what
women are telling one another: it’s
women’s stories, women’s poems,
women’s hymns — material culture,
too, perhaps.

Revd Dr David Ison, who is due to
retire in September, after ten years
at St Paul’s.

Dr Helen K. Bond is Professor of
One of the great strengths of any
Christian Origins and Head of the
religion is when it allows diversity, School of Divinity at the University
that it allows freedom to explore
of Edinburgh.
and go in different directions and
Dean Tremlett to leave
people following their hearts and
Durham for St Paul’s
their truths. I think there always has
- By SARAH MEYRICK
to be space for rethinking, for
learning, for re-energising in any
THE next Dean of St Paul’s is to be
faith community, and I certainly
the current Dean of Durham, the
think it’s there within the Anglican Very Revd Andrew Tremlett
Communion.
(above). He will succeed the Very

We were not just looking at written
things, but looking at traditions —
that there was a cave here dedicated to Salome, perhaps; or at the
site where Mary of Bethany’s house
was, where the guest house was —
and looking at these traditions, like
the ones that Celsus keeps going.
It’s just a tiny little glimpse, but

Dean Tremlett was trained at
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, after gaining
a degree in Classics from Cambridge. He was ordained deacon in
1989 and served his title in
Torquay. His ministry has included
incumbencies in Fareham and
Goring-by-Sea, Mission to
Seafarers chaplaincy in Rotterdam,
and chaplaincy to the Bishop of
Portsmouth. In 2008, he became a
Residentiary Canon and the
Keeper of the Fabric at Bristol
Cathedral, before being appointed
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as Rector of St Margaret’s, Westminster, in 2010. From 2014 to 2016, he
served as Archdeacon and Sub-Dean of Westminster. He was appointed
Dean of Durham in 2016.
“I am delighted to be appointed as Dean of St Paul’s, following David
Ison’s faithful tenure over the past decade,” he said on Wednesday. “I’m
keenly aware that I join the team at St Paul’s at a pivotal time with both
immediate and systemic challenges.
“I hope to be able to draw on my experience at other great centres of
worship — Westminster Abbey and Durham Cathedral — both
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, helping to rebuild life at St Paul’s as the
global economy reopens. An international outlook is essential for me,
and my faith has been deepened through my engagement with the
Missions to Seafarers around the world, as well as a keen interest in
interfaith dialogue.
“The Cathedral also has an important role to play in supporting the
diocese of London’s vision for every Londoner to encounter the love of
God in Christ. I am looking forward to working with colleagues and
across the capital’s diverse churches to reach out to Londoners and
share the Good News of Jesus Christ.”
In Durham, Dean Tremlett has shaped an executive leadership team to
lead the cathedral’s day-to-day operations and led national thinking on
the position of residentiary canons under the Cathedrals Measure 2021.
He has worked closely with the business community to establish an
endowment fund to support the Cathedral’s conservation. Last year, he
led the cathedral’s negotiations to establish Durham Cathedral School’s
Foundation, which educates 600 pupils and provides chorister places
for 24 boys and 24 girls on an equal and needs-blind basis.
The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, in a statement,
welcomed his appointment: “Andrew is superbly qualified to lead our
historic Cathedral at this time. His energy and experience will be
invaluable, and his vision for St Paul’s is inspirational and full of hope.
I look forward to working closely together and learning from him.
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“St Paul’s is a national symbol of unity, hope, and the love of Jesus Christ,
whilst providing a thriving centre for reflection, celebration, and worship.
All of these aspects come to the fore as we emerge from the pandemic
and look to St Paul’s for spiritual and practical leadership.”

‘Russian world’ ideology is destructive
In a Declaration published last week, Orthodox theologians
condemn Patriarch Kirill’s support for the Ukraine war
THE Russian invasion of Ukraine on 24 February [News, 4 March] is a
historic threat to a people of Orthodox Christian tradition. More troubling
still for Orthodox believers, the senior hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox
Church has refused to acknowledge this invasion, issuing instead vague
statements about the necessity for peace in light of “events” and
“hostilities” in Ukraine, while emphasising the fraternal nature of the
Ukrainian and Russian peoples as part of “Holy Rus’,” blaming the
hostilities on the evil “West”, and even directing their communities to
pray in ways that actively encourage hostility.
The support of many of the hierarchy of the Moscow Patriarchate for
President Vladimir Putin’s war against Ukraine is rooted in a form of
Orthodox ethno-phyletist religious fundamentalism, totalitarian in
character, called Russkii mir or the Russian world, a false teaching which
is attracting many in the Orthodox Church and has even been taken up
by the Far Right and Catholic and Protestant fundamentalists.
The speeches of President Vladimir Putin and Patriarch Kirill (Gundiaev)
of Moscow (Moscow Patriarchate) have repeatedly invoked and
developed Russian world ideology over the last 20 years.
In 2014, when Russia annexed the Crimea and initiated a proxy war in the
Donbas area of Ukraine, right up until the beginning of the full-fledged
war against Ukraine and afterwards, Putin and Patriarch Kirill have used
Russian world ideology as a principal justification for the invasion.
The teaching states that there is a transnational Russian sphere or
civilization, called Holy Russia or Holy Rus’, which includes Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus (and sometimes Moldova and Kazakhstan), as well
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as ethnic Russians and Russian-speaking people throughout the world. It
holds that this “Russian world” has a common political centre (Moscow),
a common spiritual centre (Kyiv as the “mother of all Rus’’), a common
language (Russian), a common church (the Russian Orthodox Church,
Moscow Patriarchate), and a common patriarch (the Patriarch of Moscow), who works in “symphony” with a common president/national leader (Putin) to govern this Russian world, as well as upholding a common
distinctive spirituality, morality, and culture.
Against this “Russian world” (so the teaching goes) stands the corrupt
West, led by the United States and Western European nations, which has
capitulated to “liberalism”, “globalization”, “Christianophobia”,
“homosexual rights” promoted in gay parades, and “militant secularism”. Over and against the West and those Orthodox who have fallen into
schism and error (such as Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and other
local Orthodox churches that support him) stands the Moscow Patriarchate, along with Vladimir Putin, as the true defenders of Orthodox
teaching, which they view in terms of traditional morality, a rigorist and
inflexible understanding of tradition, and veneration of Holy Russia.
SINCE the enthronement of Patriarch Kirill in 2009, the leading figures of
the Moscow Patriarchate, as well as spokespersons of the Russian State,
have continually drawn on these principles to thwart the theological basis of Orthodox unity. The principle of the ethnic organisation of the
Church was condemned at the Council of Constantinople in 1872. The
false teaching of ethno-phyletism is the basis for “Russian world” ideology. If we hold such false principles as valid, then the Orthodox Church
ceases to be the Church of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Apostles, the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, the Ecumenical Councils, and the Fathers of the Church. Unity becomes intrinsically impossible.
Therefore, we reject the “Russian world” heresy and the shameful actions
of the Government of Russia in unleashing war against Ukraine which
flows from this vile and indefensible teaching with the connivance of the
Russian Orthodox Church, as profoundly un-Orthodox, un-Christian, and
against humanity, which is called to be “justified . . . illumined . . . and
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washed in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of
God” (Baptismal Rite).
Just as Russia has invaded Ukraine, so, too, the Moscow Patriarchate of
Patriarch Kirill has invaded the Orthodox Church, for example in Africa,
causing division and strife, with untold casualties not just to the body but
to the soul, endangering the salvation of the faithful.
IN VIEW of the “Russian world” teaching that is devastating and dividing
the Church, we are inspired by the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ and
the Holy Tradition of His Living Body, the Orthodox Church, to proclaim
and confess the following truths:
1. “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to
the Jews; but now my kingdom is not from here.” (John 18.36).
We affirm that the divinely-appointed purpose and accomplishment of
history, its telos, is the coming of the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, a
Kingdom of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, a Kingdom
attested by Holy Scripture as authoritatively interpreted by the Fathers.
This is the Kingdom we participate in through a foretaste at every Holy
Liturgy: “Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages!” (Divine Liturgy). This Kingdom
is the sole foundation and authority for Orthodox, indeed for all Christians. There is no separate source of revelation, no basis for community,
society, state, law, personal identity and teaching, for Orthodoxy as the
Body of the Living Christ than that which is revealed in, by, and through
our Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit of God.

We therefore condemn as non-Orthodox and reject any teaching that
seeks to replace the Kingdom of God seen by the prophets, proclaimed
and inaugurated by Christ, taught by the apostles, received as wisdom
by the Church, set forth as dogma by the Fathers, and experienced in
every Holy Liturgy, with a kingdom of this world, be that Holy Rus’, Sacred Byzantium, or any other earthly kingdom, thereby usurping Christ’s
own authority to deliver the Kingdom to God the Father (1 Corinthians
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15.24), and denying God’s power to wipe away every tear from every eye
(Revelation 21.4).
We firmly condemn every form of theology that denies that Christians
are migrants and refugees in this world (Hebrews 13.14), that is, the fact
that “our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,” (Philippians 3.20), and that Christians
“reside in their respective countries, but only as sojourners. They take
part in everything as citizens and put up with everything as foreigners.
Every foreign land is their home, and every home a foreign land” (The
Epistle to Diognetus, 5).
2. “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to
God the things that are God’s.” (Matthew 22.21)
We affirm that, in anticipation of the final triumph of the Kingdom of
God, we acknowledge the sole and ultimate authority of our Lord Jesus
Christ. In this age, earthly rulers provide peace, so that God’s people
might live “calm and ordered lives, in all godliness and sanctity” (Divine
Liturgy). Yet, there is no nation, state or order of human life that can make
a higher claim on us than Jesus Christ, at whose name “every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth” (Philippians
2.10).
We therefore condemn as non-Orthodox and reject any teaching which
would subordinate the Kingdom of God, manifested in the One Holy
Church of God, to any kingdom of this world seeking other churchly or
secular lords who can justify and redeem us. We firmly reject all forms of
government that deify the State (theocracy) and absorb the Church, depriving the Church of its freedom to stand prophetically against all injustice. We also rebuke all those who affirm caesaropapism, replacing their
ultimate obedience to the crucified and resurrected Lord with that of any
leader vested with ruling powers and claiming to be God’s anointed,
whether known by the title of “Caesar,” “Emperor,” “Tsar,” or “President.”

3. “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
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there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.” (Galatians 3.28).
We affirm that division of humanity into groups based on race, religion,
language, ethnicity, or any other secondary feature of human existence is
a characteristic of this imperfect and sinful world, which, following the
patristic tradition are characterized as “distinctions of the flesh” (St Gregory of Nazianzus, Oration 7, 23). Assertion of superiority of one group
over others is a characteristic evil of such divisions, which are entirely
contrary to the Gospel, where all are one and equal in Christ, all must answer to him for their actions, and all have access to his love and forgiveness, not as members of particular social or ethnic groups, but as
persons created and born equally in the image and likeness of God
(Genesis 1.26).
We therefore condemn as non-Orthodox and reject any teaching that
attributes divine establishment or authority, special sacredness or purity
to any single local, national, or ethnic identity, or characterises any particular culture as special or divinely ordained, whether Greek, Romanian,
Russian, Ukrainian, or any other.
4. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father
in heaven.” (Matthew 5.43-45)
Following the commandment of our Lord, we affirm that, as St Silouan the
Athonite declares, “The grace of God is not in the man who does not love
his enemies”, and that we cannot know peace until we love our enemies.
As such, the making of war is the ultimate failure of Christ’s law of love.
We therefore condemn as non-Orthodox and reject any teaching that
encourages division, mistrust, hatred, and violence among peoples,
religions, confessions, nations, or states. We further condemn as
non-Orthodox and reject any teaching that demonises or encourages the
demonisation of those that the State or society deems “other,” including
foreigners, political and religious dissenters, and other stigmatised
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social minorities. We reject any Manichean and Gnostic division that
would elevate a holy Orthodox Eastern culture and its Orthodox peoples
above a debased and immoral “West”. It is particularly wicked to
condemn other nations through special liturgical petitions of the Church,
elevating the members of the Orthodox Church and its cultures as
spiritually sanctified in comparison to the fleshly, secular “Heterodox”.
5. “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”” (Matthew
9.13; cf. Hosea 6.6 and Isaiah 1.11-17).

We affirm that Christ calls us to exercise personal and communal charity to the poor, the hungry, the homeless, the refugees, the migrants, the
sick and suffering, and seeking justice for the persecuted, the afflicted,
and the needy. If we refuse the call of our neighbor; indeed, if instead we
beat and rob, and leave our neighbor to suffer and die by the wayside
(Parable of the Good Samaritan, Luke 10.25-37), then we are not in
Christ’s love on the path to the Kingdom of God, but have made ourselves enemies of Christ and his Church. We are called to not merely
pray for peace, but to actively and prophetically stand up and condemn
injustice, to make peace even at the cost of our lives. “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” (Matthew 5.9). Offering the sacrifice of liturgy and prayer while refusing to act sacrificially
constitutes a sacrifice to condemnation at odds with what is offered in
Christ (Matthew 5.22-26 and 1 Corinthians 11.27-32).
We therefore condemn as non-Orthodox and reject any promotion of
spiritual “quietism” among the faithful and clergy of the Church, from the
highest Patriarch down to most humble layperson. We rebuke those who
pray for peace while failing to actively make peace, whether out of fear
or lack of faith.
6. “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
(John 8:31-32).
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We affirm that Jesus calls his disciples not only to know the truth but to
speak the truth: “Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more
than this comes from the evil one.” (Matthew 5.37). A full-scale invasion of
a neighboring country by the world’s second largest military power is
not just a “special military operation”, “events”, or “conflict”, or any other
euphemism chosen to deny the reality of the situation. It is, rather, in fact
a full-scale military invasion that has already resulted in numerous
civilian and military deaths, the violent disruption of the lives of over 44
million people, and the displacement and exile of over two million
people (as of 13 March 13). This truth must be told, however painful it
may be.
We therefore condemn as non-Orthodox and reject any teaching or
action which refuses to speak the truth, or actively suppresses the truth
about evils that are perpetrated against the Gospel of Christ in Ukraine.
We utterly condemn all talk of “fratricidal war”, “repetition of the sin of
Cain, who killed his own brother out of envy” [News, 4 March] if it does
not explicitly acknowledge the murderous intent and culpability of one
party over another (Revelation 3.15-16).
WE DECLARE that the truths that we have affirmed and the errors which
we have condemned as non-Orthodox and rejected are founded on the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Holy Tradition of the Orthodox Christian
faith. We call all who accept this declaration to be mindful of these
theological principles in their decisions in church politics. We entreat all
whom this declaration concerns to return to “the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4.3).

‘Band-Aid’ budget payments fail to address real issues
driving poverty: BSL, Anglicare- By Elspeth Kernebone
ANGLICAN social justice organisations have criticised one-off $250
payments promised in the federal budget for Australians accessing
social support payments, saying they fail to fix underlying problems.
Under the budget released on Tuesday people accessing income
support payments such as the aged care pension and JobSeeker have
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been promised a one-off $250 payment in April.

Christian leaders did welcome some other budget measures, such as
16,500 additional places for refugees from Afghanistan.
But Brotherhood of St Laurence acting executive director Dr Lucia
Boxelaar said one-off payments did very little to address long-term issues, such as poverty.
Dr Boxelaar said without an adequate social security system too many
Australians would continue to live in poverty, and be exposed to the
worst effects of current and future crises.
She said much more needed to be done to address the structural
barriers to work for people who were long-term unemployed.
“Rather than blaming and punishing individuals, the federal government
needs to invest in the social infrastructure and meaningful, tailored
employment support that people need to find work,” Dr Boxelaar said.
Dr Boxelaar said measures to address climate were also disappointing, as
there was no clear and ambitious plan to support households to respond
to climate change.
She said Australia needed investment in lasting measures to reduce cost
of living pressures, such as targeted home energy efficiency and rooftop
solar upgrades for low-income households.
Anglicare Australia acting executive director Maiy Azize said the
government said the budget would help people meet everyday costs, but
it seemed blind to those who were struggling most.
Ms Azize said Australia need to fix its problems, rather than put a
Band-Aid over them.
“Living costs are spiralling, people are still recovering from the
pandemic, and many communities are reeling after floods and storms.
One-off payments and tax cuts are not the answer to these problems, and
Australians know it,” Ms Azize said.
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“Millions of Australians are trapped in housing stress. And hundreds of
thousands of people out of work are stuck on payments that are frozen
on dangerously low levels.
“We know what we need to do to make Australia fairer – invest in housing for those in need, create secure jobs, and raise payments over the
poverty line.”
Australian Council for Social Services chief executive Dr Cassandra
Goldie said the budget was full of temporary fixes, rather than
permanent solutions.
She welcomed some temporary payments, but said they did little to
help people on low incomes in the long-term.
Dr Goldie said while the government said the budget addressed the
cost of living, the budget actually did little to address the biggest cost of
living, housing.
“This budget ignores the big challenges that this country faces right
now, which are poverty, inequality and climate change,” Dr Goldie said.

Micah Australia executive director Tim Costello said he was pleased the
federal government had listened to Christians’ calls for Australia to lift
its intake of refugees from Afghanistan.
Micah Australia said the latest announcement meant Australia would
offer more than 30,000 refugee visas to Afghan nationals over the next
four years.
Mr Costello said into the future, the number of places available in
Australia’s Refugee and Humanitarian program needed to rise, as the
world faced a global refugee crisis on a scale not seen since the end of
World War II.
He urged the government to provide a pathway to permanent
protection for refugees and asylum seekers waiting in limbo for nearly
a decade on temporary protection visas.
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Australia to take in 16,500 more refugees from
Afghanistan at cost of $666 million
By foreign affairs reporter Stephen Dziedzic and Annika Burgess
The federal government has unveiled a substantial boost to Australia's
refugee intake, offering an additional 16,500 humanitarian places over
the next four years to people fleeing Afghanistan.
While the official humanitarian program will notionally remain frozen at
13,750 places a year, the additional Afghanistan commitment will effectively see that annual figure increase to 17,875 until 2025-26.
It's the most significant, one-off increase to Australia's humanitarian program since Tony Abbott offered an additional 12,000 places to Syrian and
Iraqi refugees over two years in 2015, after catastrophic conflict in the region.
However, it will still not bring the annual humanitarian uptake to the same
level it was before the pandemic, in 2018-19, when the government had a
target of 18,750 places.

The Government cut that figure down to 13,750 in 2020, in part because
the pandemic made it difficult to bring refugees into the country.
Paul Power, the chief executive of the Refugee Council of Australia
(RCOA), said the community had asked for the restoration of the humanitarian program to its 2013 level of 20,000 places, but conceded that yesterday's announcement was a "fantastic start".
"It's going to make an enormous difference to people who are seeking
safety in Australia," he said.
"Earlier in the year, many people were losing hope that the government
was going to respond positively."
He added that the government appeared to be responding the public
sentiment in Australia, which has been strongly influenced by the conflict
in Ukraine and the situation in Afghanistan.
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"We're now seeing a couple of decisions [that] reflect where the heart of
the nation is," he said.
"It's a turning of the tide in the government's response to refugees."
The Immigration Minister, Alex Hawke, said the commitment — which
will cost the budget just under $666 million over the next four years —
was "in recognition of our sustained commitment following Australia's
two decades of operations in Afghanistan".
There has been a flood of refugees from Afghanistan since August last
year when the capital Kabul fell to the Taliban.
Since the fall of Kabul, the government has received more than 32,500
applications for the humanitarian program from Afghan nationals, on
behalf of more than 145,000 individuals.
Afghans who escaped Taliban takeover adjust to new life in Australia
In August, trainee fighter pilot Ms Rajabi fled Kabul in fear for her life.
After a "horrifying" journey to get here, she is settling in Adelaide and
has even taken her first flight.
A woman in a light aircraft
The federal government evacuated more than 6,000 Afghans when the
militant group seized control, including many people who had worked
for the Australian Defence Force or the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade.
But several of them have been unable to get family members or relatives
out of Afghanistan since then.

Some former contractors who are also still stuck in the country have
accused the federal government of abandoning them.
The government has made a series of commitments to Afghan refugees
since the fall of Kabul.
In January, Mr Hawke announced the government would allocate 15,000
places within the existing humanitarian and family visa programs for
Afghan nationals trying to escape the Taliban.
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The additional budget allocation means that, in total, around 31,500
people from Afghanistan will be allowed to resettle in Australia over the
next four financial years.
Mariam Veiszadeh, a spokesperson for the Afghanistan Australian
Advocacy Network, said that, at a preliminary level, the announcement is
"very much welcome".
"The announcement is going to bring a lot of hope to a lot of people
from Afghanistan who have been in a really dire state and have been
feeling absolutely hopeless," Ms Veiszadeh told the ABC.
"I think this will no doubt bring a lot of joy to a lot of people who've been
waiting eagerly for an announcement like this."
She added that the focus now needed be on the implementation and expediting the existing applications.
"I've been in contact with my own family members in Afghanistan who
still have not received [their] confirmation or even an acknowledgement
that the application has been submitted," she said.

"We hope this commitment is realised, as we do not want to provide false
hope to thousands of people ."

Queen attends service of thanksgiving for Prince Philip in
Westminster Abbey - By FRANCIS MARTIN
THE Duke of Edinburgh was described at his memorial service on
Tuesday morning as a “man of faith” who could not be understood apart
from that aspect of his life.
The service in Westminster Abbey was attended by the Queen —
despite fears that she would not be mobile enough — and other
members of the royal family, in a congregation that was about 60 times
the size of that assembled for his funeral in Windsor during the
lockdown restrictions (News, 23 April 2021).
It filled the Abbey and included many European crowned heads, the
Prime Minister and other parliamentarians and public figures, and
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representatives of the many charities of which Prince Philip was a patron.

The Dean of Windsor, the Rt Revd David Conner, in his short address,
described Prince Philip’s “intriguing and attractive” personality, and
said: “We do not understand the man unless we see him, at the heart,
to be a man of faith.”
Bishop Conner said that Prince Philip’s motto, inscribed on a brass plate
on his stall in St George’s Chapel, Windsor, was simple: “God is my help.”
The Duke’s faith was “never dogmatic, sentimental, or paraded, and, as it
went in search of understanding, was frequently questioned and examined”, the Dean said, but the Duke’s faith was “real and it endured, inspiring and shaping a lifetime of commitment to the making of this world a
better place”.
Prince Philip would, however, “hate to think that I should paint a picture
of him as a plaster saint”, the Dean said. The Prince could be “abrupt”
and “somewhat sharp in pricking what he thought to be bubbles of pomposity. . .
“Like the rest of us, he was part of flawed humanity. Unlike most of us,
however, he was one of those rare people who remained true to, and
guided by, what you might call ‘an inner spiritual compass’; a sense of
being called to play a part in the making of a God-intended world.”
His faith “was a heartfelt trust in a loving God whose intention for this
world is glimpsed in the life and teaching of Jesus Christ; such trust, such
hope, as could unite people in a common endeavour”.
The Dean referred to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) scheme,
founded in 1956, as an example of Prince Philip’s devotion to “a host of
down-to-earth enterprises”. The service included a tribute from Doyin
Sonibare, a holder of a Gold DofE, who said that the scheme had given
her the confidence and experience to do things that “I never thought I
could do”.
Before the service, there had been speculation about whether the Queen
would be there, given her apparent reluctance to use a wheelchair.
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A small crowd of onlookers waited outside the Abbey, hoping to witness
her arrival, while among the reporters seated inside there was confidence that she would attend: police outriders had, apparently, been
spotted at the Palace.
There was a growing sense of expectation among the congregation as
the clock ticked down. Then the bells were silenced, the organ music
swelled, and six liveried trumpeters took their places before the sanctuary.
On television, viewers watched as the Queen entered through Poet’s
Corner, holding Prince Andrew’s arm. Most in the abbey itself, however,
could only assume from the fanfare that she had arrived — unless they
were among those keeping an eye on their phones.
The service began with the first of several rousing hymns, “He who
would valiant be”, and a bidding prayer in which the Dean of Westminster, the Very Revd David Hoyle, spoke of the Duke’s “life of willing duty
and spirited service”.
Readings by the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland (Isaiah 40.25-31) and the Bishop of London and Dean of the
Chapels Royal (Philippians 4.4-9) were separated by William Byrd’s setting of the Prayer Book collect “Prevent us, O Lord”. Everything was in
traditional Prayer Book language.
Bishop Conner’s address was followed by the Britten Te Deum in C, to
which the Jubilate commissioned by Prince Philip, sung at his funeral,
was composed subsequently as a companion piece.
The Minister of Crathie and the Rector of Sandringham were among the
clergy who led the prayers, which concluded with the General Thanksgiving. The Archbishop of Canterbury gave the blessing.
Reminding the BBC before the service of the Duke’s dislike of services
that went on longer than necessary, the former Archbishop of York Lord
Sentamu suggested that if people went “on and on and on and on” at the
memorial service, the Duke would probably say: “You could have done
that in two sentences.”
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The service of thanksgiving was done and dusted in 45 minutes: time
enough for six chukkas in Prince Philip’s beloved sport of polo.

Polish religious are praised for staying with their
communities in Ukraine - BY JONATHAN LUXMOORE
A Roman Catholic bishop of Ukraine has praised the courage of hundreds of Polish priests and nuns who remained with their communities after the Russianinvasion, while also paying tribute to churches in Britain
for showing solidarity with his country.
“Everyone who wished to leave had an opportunity to do so — and, while
a few went home or withdrew to other parts of Ukraine, the vast majority
have stayed on,” said Bishop Jan Sobilo, an auxiliary bishop in the Ukrainian diocese of Kharkiv-Zaporizhia.
“Ukrainians are aware of the help being given them by Poland; and this
war and the sense of a common threat has brought our countries closer.
But we’re also grateful for the solidarity and material help being offered
by a country like Britain, where we’ve heard about the Ukrainian flags
and emblems that are now a common sight in churches” (News, 4 and 25
March).”
The Bishop spoke as fighting continued across his eastern diocese, from
the largely destroyed port of Mariupol to mostly Russian-speaking
Kharkiv.
In an interview with the Church Times on Monday, he said that he had encouraged a group of Carmelite nuns and several Polish priests to leave
Russian-occupied areas, fearing that their lack of required permits could
endanger them.
He said that clergy from Poland made up half the diocese’s total, however,
and that most had been determined to stay, dispensing sacraments and
providing humanitarian and spiritual support for residents and people
displaced by fighting in Melitopol, Berdyansk, and other towns.
“Luckily, we haven’t heard of deaths and injuries among priests and nuns
— or of any direct suffering at Russian hands,” Bishop Sobilo said. “But
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there are fears that clergy may be barred from normal parish functions,
as happened in occupied Donetsk and Luhansk. Citizens of countries
belonging to NATO and the European Union could be branded spies, as
happened under Soviet rule.”
Polish priests and nuns make up a large proportion of clergy in the seven Latin-rite RC dioceses in Ukraine, and have ministered in the country, often in senior positions, since its independence in December 1991,
to make up for a post-Communist lack of native clergy.
Most Ukrainian-born clergy also speak Polish as a second language,
having trained in Poland or because they come from ethnic Polish families.
Visiting Poland this week, the Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew I, thanked the country and its predominant RC Church for taking
in 2.3 million refugees since the 24 February Russian invasion, in addition to the two million Ukrainians already living and working in the
country.
“I am here to show solidarity and join in prayer with the millions displaced by this unjustifiable aggression, and by the violence unleashed
by Russia against sovereign Ukraine,” the Patriarch said in a speech in
Warsaw on Monday.
“Poland has always known what suffering means, respecting freedom of
speech and education, economic freedom, freedom of religion, and belief and the right to life. . . It has turned out to be — both the country
and its people — a model of generosity, charity, and hospitality.”
Bishop Sobilo said that the Pope’s dedication of Russia and Ukraine to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary on 25 March had been marked, sometimes in cellars and bunkers, by priests and lay Christians in Russianoccupied areas, arousing hopes for an end to fighting.
He said, however, that the war looked set to drag on because of a lack of
“common understanding and united voices” among Western
governments, and said that Ukrainians feared being “left alone without
help” once initial support pledges had lapsed.
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“Ukraine has shown it can defend itself, and we know we must rely on
our military strength; but we also hope God will help us treat the wounds
of war so we may return some day to normal relations with Russia,” the
Bishop said.
“Ukraine is fighting not just for its own freedom, but for the freedom of
Europe — and, despite everything, I believe God has some plan for us
and will show mercy through events still to come.”
A Polish priest in besieged Kharkiv told the Church Times this week that
some priests had volunteered as front-line chaplains during the fighting,
and confirmed that all Polish clergy had been offered a free choice
whether to stay or leave, by their bishops and superiors.
“With flights long since cancelled, and all land-routes blocked, we’re
praying and doing all we can for our parishioners,” said Fr Wojciech
Pasiewicz, who is a Caritas director from Lublin, in Poland.
“There may be dangers to Polish clergy from the Russians, who could
seek to curb our Church’s rights, as they did earlier in Crimea. But all
that matters now is that this war should end, and people be allowed to
return to their homes and parishes.”
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OUTDOORS …
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 17th April 2022
EASTER DAY
[PRESIDER] We pray for God’s world and for his Church, in the name of
the Jesus, risen from the dead.
Praise and honour to you, Jesus Christ, for you have cancelled the power of
sin. Transform your church with the spirit of wisdom and truth. Roll away the
stones of discord and unbelief. Empower with your wisdom those in servant
leadership: Justin of Canterbury, Geoffrey our Primate, Archbishop Kanishka
and Bishop Michael and those on our ministry team. In the world-wide
Anglican Communion, we remember before you the Church of Pakistan and
we pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Risen Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Praise and honour to you, Jesus Christ, for you have triumphed gloriously.
Have mercy on your world, especially for Ukraine and Russia, torn apart with
conflict and distrust. Roll away the stones of hatred and greed. Empower all
sovereigns, presidents and prime ministers with your wisdom and your
compassion that all evil be transformed by your love. We bring before you
Elizabeth our Queen, Scott our Prime Minister and Dominic our Premier. May
all people share in the freedom of your risen life.
Risen Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Praise and honour to you, Jesus Christ, for you bring hope and healing when
all seems lost. We bring to you the sick, suffering and sorrowful, the hungry
and the homeless, the lonely and friendless. Roll away the stones of pain and
despair. May all pain be transformed through the suffering of Christ and all
dying glorified by his risen life. We bring to you those in our parish and
beyond who have asked for our prayers:
Graham Anderson; Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; Robyn Collins;
June Cameron; Roger Davidson; Joan East; Malcolm Green; Enid Kell; Norma
Kneipp; Lily; Grace Mao-Jing; David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister Palmer;
Sally Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Sharon Sandstrom; Sharron; Diane Smith;
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Sylvia; Margaret Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey and Bob Woods.

Praise and honour to you, Jesus Christ, for you have broken the bonds of
death. We give you thanks for your faithful people of every age; for Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John and for all who have not seen you but believed.
Roll away the stones of doubt and spiritual blindness that we may cast off all
that binds us in death.
We entrust to you those whose year’s mind occurs at this time:
Joe Webb; Beryl Jean Hemmy; Evelyn Maud Short; Valerie Hope Lackey;
Barry John Tormey; Violet May Gardner-Ward; Beverley Miriam Flider; Anne
Marie Murphy; Sydney James Byard and Kay Jennifer Alonzo
Transform our lives by your risen power, that we, with all your saints, may
come to share for ever in the glory of your risen life.
Risen Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
[PRESIDER] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Χριστός Ανέστη! Αληθώς Ανέστη!
Христос Воскресе! Воистину Bоскресе!

 حقا قام... المسيح قام
ً ٌ
ً ٌ
ٌ
... مشيخا
شو ٌبخا ِا ىل
مٍل
قي ى
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am.
Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Monday 18th April – Saturday 23rd April
Easter Monday – Easter Saturday
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