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Welcome to worship 

 Sunday 17th July 2022  

 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am  Said Eucharist                                                                                                                               

9.30am  Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                     

1.15pm   Lunchtime Recital this Tuesday 19th of July                                                                            

10.30am   Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday                                                            

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

south door. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                 

Nation               

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,                   

St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith. 

Bible Readings             Year C   Bible Readings  

for Today                                    for next Sunday 

Amos 8.1-12                             The First Reading       Hosea 1.2-10                                 

Ps 52                                                      The Psalm                     Ps 85                                                        

Colossians 1.15-29                             The Epistle                    Colossians 2.6-15 (16-19)                        

Luke 10.38-42                                    The Gospel                   Luke 11.1-13  
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Everyone is invited to join 

us at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how Angli-

cans prefer to receive the bread and 

wine at Holy Communion; some stand, 

others kneel, most receive the wafer 

in the hand, a few wish to have it put 

on the tongue. Most like to guide the 

Chalice to their lips, others like to take 

it into their hands, while others prefer 

not to touch it at all. None of these var-

iations really matter but simply reflect 

Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of concern 

for other worshippers, we ask you not 

to dip your bread into the wine. If you 

are uncomfortable receiving from the 

Common Cup the practice in our Par-

ish is to receive the bread    only.  

Judging by the number of people who 

do it, many must imagine that not re-

ceiving the Chalice to the lips but dip-

ping the wafer or bread             into the 

cup (called intinction) is a more hy-

gienic way of receiving the                     

Sacrament. Nothing could be further 

from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the 

wine they are dipping into has                 

already been in contact with the lips 

of others, with all the best                 in-

tentions in the world, the fingers of 

those who dip often come in contact 

with the wine. Disease can spread 

more easily through the hands than 

through the lips, making this method 

the most unhygienic. In addition, the 

Prayer Book directs that all consecrat-

ed wine must be consumed    before it 

leaves the Church, meaning that 

someone, usually the Chalice                

Assistant or the Celebrant, has to 

drink the left-over wine that has had 

multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others it is perhaps 

understandable to want to dip if one 

has sore lips or has a cold, but the 

consensus of the Church is that taking 

only the bread is fully  participating in 

Communion. 

Congratulations to the 

Newly Baptized! 

Today, after the 9.30am Service, we 

will welcome into the family of God, 

the Church, through the sacrament                  

of Holy Baptism, Ava Marie Rowan 

Harvey and James Joseph Humphries 

Please pray for Ava and James, for 

their parents and Godparent that 

they may know God’s presence in 

their lives and be enfolded with 

God’s love. 
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Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at            

St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this                    

pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s         

people at St Paul’s and beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

Flowers as a Memorial 

Decorating our church with flowers is one way 

to remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for 

a special event. If you would like to give flowers 

in memory of  a loved one, or as an offering of 

thanksgiving please contact Judith Laurence the 

week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 

and contact Caroline in the parish office at                                                         

office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial 

notice in the pew bulletin. 

 News from St Paul’s …  

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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The Burwood Community Choir was formed 

in the latter part of 2019. The Choir is open to     

anyone and everyone who wants to join with 

others in song. You do not have to have any 

special musical expertise; just love to sing. 

There are no auditions for the choir and no 

membership fees. If people are able to make  

a donation to help with expenses then that is 

most acceptable but it is not a requirement 

for participation in the choir. 

The choir rehearses in the main hall at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church located at 

205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood. We meet during school term times. In 2022,                     

rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. Our Music Director and Conductor is 

Mrs Karen Carey. If you can’t have fun with Karen at the helm, you just can’t have fun!  

During rehearsals we do some warm-up exercises and learn a variety of songs that will 

become a program for a performance at the end of the school term. In spite of COVID, we 

have managed to deliver two performances (2019 and 2020) and lead a rousing evening 

of favourite Christmas Carols with full audience participation at the end of 2021.  

St Paul’s provides help and support for the organisation and running of the choir.               

Donations from audiences at our performances help to support the St Paul’s “Pantry” 

which provides groceries and food items to those experiencing hardship in our                 

community. So you are not only singing for fun but helping those in need at the same 

time. 

BCC started 2022 rehearsals on 15 March 2022. If you want a little “taste” of our efforts we 

are on You Tube –  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0   https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY 

Come and join us in song and friendship. We are looking forward to meeting you.  

If you need further information email Barbara Stone (Choir Director).                                                          

barbarastoneam@gmail.com 

 

urwood ommunity  hoir 

@ St Paul’s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
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      Trading Table  

 

The Trading Table made $109.60 last Sunday (includes sale of the Epistle). 

There is still some of the last Epistle (Lent to Easter) available, in case you 

missed out, for the very reasonable price of $7. 

We look forward to serving you with our jams/chutneys (see below for the va-

rieties), plants etc.   

Butters                                                                                                                                        

Lemon, Lemon & Lime 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                                      

Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple 

Chutney, Choko Chutney 

Jams                                                                                                                                              

Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple 

Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce, Spiced 

Nectarine Jam, Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, 

Spiced Fig & Apple Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw, Pineapple and Ginger Jam,  

Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam 

Marmalades                                                                                                                            

Lime, Mojito Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Ginger, Orange, Orange & Rum & 

Raisin, Orange & Rum, Orange Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange 

& Cranberry, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, Orange, Orange & Pas-

sion fruit Jelly,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Chai Spiced 

Grapefruit, Mandarin  

Plants                                                                                                                                             

The plants are going into hibernation as the weather gets colder. 

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each 

I have some beautiful hand knitted wool garments. Beanies, children’s, baby 

all for sale. 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 
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Fire Protection System in 

the Church 

St. Paul’s has been awarded a NSW 

Heritage grant of $41,000.00 to help 

meet half of the cost of a state of the 

art fire protection  system in the 

Church. 

We need to raise the other 

$41,000.00 to match this grant to en-

sure that St. Paul’s is protected from 

any risk of fire.  

This state of the art system includes 

fire brigade monitoring that will not 

be set off by candles burning and              

using incense in our Services. 

Donations can be made to the                 

National Trust Account which are tax 

deductable. 

Cheques can be made out to:  

National Trust of Australia (NSW)              

St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood  

Or                                                                             

Direct Credit to the above name with 

bank account details:  

Westpac  

BSB: 032-044 

Account number: 742 926 

Branch: 275 George Street, Sydney 

NSW  

 

 

Please contact Pam for more details 

or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust                      

donation and include your name for 

your receipt and an address to post it 

to. Thank you.  

We are seeking to ensure that the                  

entire precinct (that is, the Church,                

the Rectory, the Hall, and the 

grounds) is refurbished and main-

tained to the highest standard and 

your help is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 

Requests for Prayer 

Praying for the needs of our world 

and its people is both a responsibility 

and a privilege. In our services on 

Wednesday and Sunday we pray by 

name for those who have asked for 

our prayers. 

If you would like us to pray for your-

self or a friend or loved one we now 

have a book at the back of the church 

where  names can be added to our 

parish prayer list. Please ask the             

welcomers if you cannot see where it 

is. The page will be turned and the 

list will be completely renewed                        

every three months, beginning June, 

Sept, Dec, March. 

Likewise, let us know when 

someone's name should be removed 

or placed in the faithful departed.  

 



9 

 For General & Offertory                        

Donations                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                                           

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:       032 062                                                 

Account #:      812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s this 

week and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $2435                                          

≈ Parish Pantry: $295                                             

≈ Donation towards the Orchestral 

Mass on the 10th of July: $150                    

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$2880 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Sermon to St Paul’s Church, Burwood 

The Reverend Andrew Sempell                                                                                                  

Rector of St James 

125th Dedication Festival 

10 July 2022 

“Being a Blessing and not a Curse” 

Readings: 1 Kings 8:22-24, 27-30; Psalm 122;                                                                              

  1 Peter 2:4-10; Matthew 7:24-29. 

I thank Fr James for his invitation to preach today, and I bring greetings 

from the people of St James’ King Street. Our two parishes share much in 

common and it is good to recognise our links. Unfortunately, my wife 

Rosemary is not here because she has contracted COVID and is in isola-

tion. I had it a couple of weeks ago. 

Fronting for Inspection 

Back in late 1992 (some thirty years ago) I was preparing to leave the              

Cathedral in Grafton and join the Australian Army as a full-time chaplain. 

I had a background in the Army Reserve with the Armoured Corps, but 

this was to be a new adventure. 

I received a call from my mother saying that a friend of hers wanted to 

see me before I became a padre. Under orders, I donned my clericals 

and Rosemary accompanied me to visit this person at a retirement vil-

lage at Galston, not far from my parent’s house. We met with a sprightly 

old man who, over tea served in fine-bone china, engaged me on the 

business of military chaplaincy. Our host was Fr Ronnie O’Brien (also 

known as Terry – a bit of ambiguity that I  never came to fully                         

understand).  

My parents had got to know Fr O’Brien from his time as Rector of Dural. 

My father, being an ex-serviceman, got on well with him and he was ap-

preciated for the energy he put into the parish including the construction 

of a church at Glenorie, (where I grew up), complete with a bell that had 

a bullet hole though it brought back from the war in New Guinea. 
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Anyway, I seemed to pass muster and Rosemary and I went on our way 

with his blessing. I spent the next ten years in the Army, which included 

some time in Bougainville with the Peace Monitoring Group. 

The Needs of the People  

The people of Bougainville are very religious with around 70% of them             

Roman Catholic. Since the crisis in the 1990s there have been no           

resident Anglicans, so when I was there I chose to worship with the local 

Catholic Parish. Wherever I went on the island I found the local clergy 

and people most welcoming, but they didn’t seem to understand that an 

Anglican is not a Catholic (well at least not of the Roman variety). I had 

been asked to say Mass as well as concelebrate in many places, which 

created some confusion when I explained that I could not do so because 

I am an Anglican.  

At the end of my deployment I went to say farewell to the Roman         

Catholic Bishop. I was explaining to him about the confusion of his        

people not understanding that there is a difference between Anglican 

and Roman Catholic when he stopped me.  

“You Australians annoy me” he said – this is a phrase I heard often on             

Bougainville. “You need to understand that the Catholic Church in                  

Bougainville was established by the Germans and not by the Irish! We 

are a missionary diocese, and the needs of the people always take         

precedence over the needs of the institution. You should have said an 

Anglican Mass.” This was a novel suggestion to me at the time. The         

ecclesiastical rules were broken often enough in the Army, but I had      

never heard a bishop speak in this way. I was intrigued. 

Closer to home, my experience both in rural ministry and the army        

confirmed that good things can happen when the needs of the people 

take precedence over the needs of the institution. For instance, when at 

the Royal Military College, I discovered that if you kept the cadet body 

together for a church service in the field around 60-70% of them would 

attend, but if you divided them into denominational groups only about 40

-50% would be present. 

In another instance, a village in the mountains to the west of Sydney had 

an unused church building. The local clergy had given up holding       
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services there because of insufficient numbers. This situation was partly 

a result of some aggressive behaviour of one former Anglican clergyman 

who had sought to deny people access to the ministries of the church   

because he disagreed with the way they understood their beliefs. He 

called them ‘hobby Christians’ and was keen to exclude those with whom 

he disagreed. Some later behaviour of the then bishop made it worse. 

The church building was eventually sold and gifted to the local             

community, which restored it and re-commenced services. They            

regularly have around 30-40 people worshipping there (over 10% of the 

population) and now invite clergy of various denominations to conduct 

services. The church has become a focal point for the community              

however the local Anglican parish is not part of its life. The needs of the 

people took precedence over the needs of the institution. 

Building on the Rock 

A friend of mine once used the phrase ‘rowing into the future’ to describe 

the practices of church schools in Australia. Not being a rower, I was          

unsure what he meant, however he described how rowers are always 

looking backward at where they have come from rather than where they 

are going – indeed, they can do no other. It is a good metaphor for the 

church in general, for we look to the past to understand the present. It 

therefore makes us very conservative and sometimes has the effect of 

locking us into past-defining moments that can be informing and identity

-creating on the one hand, but also fixating and debilitating on the other. 

A Dedication Festival is a good opportunity to look to significant events 

in the past while considering the present and looking to the future. You 

know your story better than I, and don’t need me to recount it, but St 

Paul’s (like St James) exercises a unique ministry in Sydney. Even our 

buildings, your stones and our bricks, exercise a ministry of refuge to 

people in need. As one businessman in Phillip Street said to me, “When I 

am stressed and need to find a quiet place, I know I can go to your 

church and not be followed in by anyone else!” Keeping our buildings 

open is important.  

St Paul’s was Consecrated on 7 July 1897 by the then Bishop of Bathurst, 

Charles Camidge, who took as his text: ‘In all places where I record my 
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name I will come unto thee and will bless thee’ (Exodus 20:24). He       

pointed out that from the beginning,God’s people were meant to be 

blessed by God so that they may be a blessing to others. That calling        

remains with us today. 

Now, it is tempting to be despondent about the church. The recent       

Census results remind us of the current downward trajectory of church 

attendance. In the past 60 years the general church participation rate in 

Sydney has plummeted from around 50% of the population to under 7%. 

In the case of Anglicans the current participation rate is around 1.5% of 

the population. It is sobering, but it has happened before. 

The church articulates its mission through its theology, ecclesiology, and    

practices; all of which change as the gospel is reinterpreted within        

various cultures and for different times. Yet, like most institutions, the 

process of change comes down to the exercise of power. Change can 

sometimes be ugly and not for the better, it can also bring conflict,         

discrimination, and chaos, as we have seen in some recent Anglican 

Church activities. Yet, change we must and hopefully with grace! What 

might we do? 

We need to build on the rock! We would do well to revisit our                        

understanding of community life if we want to create a foundation for the 

future. This may make us uncomfortable, nevertheless the Bible gives us 

a vision and a means to become the people that God wants us to be so 

that we might be a blessing to the world and not a curse. This means          

focusing on the person of Jesus, a human filled with the Spirit of God, 

who is the rock on which we build our faith. We would do well to follow 

him. 

An historical feature of radical and life-giving change in the church is 

that it tends to come from marginal groups and individuals rather than 

from those in power. It is usually a ‘bottom up’ approach that arises as a 

‘movement’ rather than through any formal structures. The early church 

itself, monasticism, the reformation, evangelicalism, and Tractarianism 

all began as movements emerging from the fringe of the church rather 

than from the centre. This is yet another example of the needs of the    

people taking precedence over the needs of the institution. 
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Will God Dwell on Earth? 

So dare we look forward and imagine a future church? As the world faces 

up to the passing of the modern era, the church likewise must consider 

what is appropriate for its current and future mission. We have certainly 

been betrayed by scandals concerning the abuse of children, poor        

governance, negligent financial management, and intellectual                 

disingenuousness. Moreover, we too often reflect the ethos of the world 

by being success driven, materialistic, narcissistic, and consumerist          

rather than being a light to the nations and a sign of hope. 

If we are to achieve change we will need to accept that God is bigger 

than this institution called church, as King Solomon said: “Even the       

highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have 

built!” (1 Kings 8:27). We will also need to understand that we have a     

calling that is for the benefit of others rather than ourselves – thereby 

leading people ‘out of darkness into light’ (1 Peter 2:9). Finally, we need 

to return to the true rock, which is Christ in both word and sacrament, 

who makes us uncomfortable and challenges us to be genuine in our       

following. 

As it is with our personal spiritual journey, growing the church is                

relational on the one hand and a process on the other. To achieve this we 

need the wisdom of Solomon, the discernment of St Paul, and the                   

faithfulness of Jesus who went to the cross to redeem humanity. 

By being filled with God’s Spirit and committed to Jesus and his teaching, 

we should seek to be a blessing to the world and not a curse. This                  

requires us to recognise the Spirit of God both within us as well as                       

others. We then seek to treat one another as if each were Christ himself, 

which is what incarnation is for us today. In this way, the needs of the 

people may take precedence over the needs of the institution. 

As the poet T S Eliot wrote: 

 We shall not cease from exploration                                                                               

 And the end of all our exploring                                                                                   

 Will be to arrive where we started                                                                                 

 And know the place for the first time. (Little Gidding, 1942) 
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 INDOORS  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............                      

to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, 

to be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of 

the parish." 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                  

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  

With no more hampers from Oz Harvest, the current cost of              

living and food shortages, we now are spending in excess of 

$500 per week. 

Hands & Feet supply us with fruit and vegertables. But this 

costs us $200 per week. Our thanks to the Community Choir 

who are now picking up the tab for this.   
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St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150 

per search and could include a copy of documents. 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Most Australians don’t identify as Christians — why, and 

what does this mean for our politics? - By David Smith 

The 2021 census data released this week shows that, for the first time, a 

majority of Australians do not identify as Christians. This continues a 

trend of steep drops in Christian identification at the census — from 74 

per cent in 1991, to 61 per cent in 2011, to 52 per cent in 2016, to 44 per 

cent now. What is going on? 

There has always been a large gap between Christian identification and 

Christian practice in Australia. While 88 per cent of Australians identi-

fied as Christians in the 1966 census, only 25per cent reported attend-

ing church services regularly in 1970. The 2016 National Church Life 

Survey (NCLS) found that of people who identified with the country’s 

three largest Christian denominations, just 11 per cent of Catholics went 

to church on a weekly basis, along with 10 per cent of Uniting Church 

identifiers and 5 per cent of Anglicans. 

Even accounting for those who go to services less often, a good deal of 

Christian identification in Australia is essentially cultural. Many Australi-

ans identify with the churches of their parents or grandparents. About 

one in five children attend Catholic schools, and Catholicism connects 

some of the country’s largest migrant groups with their cultural heritage. 

The Anglican Church’s connections to the British Empire gave it an im-

portant role in Australia’s historical identity. 

Surveys do not indicate huge drops in religious activity in recent years. 

The World Values Survey shows a modest decline in Australian regular 

service attendance from 14 to 13 per cent since 2005. Some Christian 

groups such as Pentecostals are enjoying considerable growth, and ac-

cording to the NCLS overall service attendance has slightly increased 

since 2016. Instead, it seems likely that increasing numbers of religious-

ly uninvolved Australians no longer identify in the census with the 

Christianity of their family backgrounds, while many younger people 
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American survey data also shows a rise in religious non-affiliation mir-

roring a fall in Christian identification. In 2007, the Pew Research Center 

found that 78 per cent of American adults identified as Christians while 

16 per cent indicated no religion. In 2021, Christian identifiers had 

dropped to 63 per cent while people of no religion had risen to 29 per 

cent. During this period the number of self-declared atheists rose from 2 

per cent to 4 per cent, but the number calling themselves “nothing in 

particular” rose from 12 per cent to 20 per cent. 

In the United States, religious and political identity are closely linked. 

Some social scientists argue that the increasing association between 

Christianity and right-wing politics has driven younger and more liberal 

people away from Christian identification. Religiously unaffiliated   

Americans overwhelmingly support the Democratic Party, so much so 

that in 2019 the Democratic National Committee passed a resolution                             

recognising the “value, ethical soundness and importance of the                      

religiously unaffiliated demographic”. 

In Australia, it is possible that the prominence of conservative Christian 

politicians like Tony Abbott and Scott Morrison has also turned some left

-leaning people away from identifying as Christians. But there is no data 

I know of to test this hypothesis, and the relationship between religious 

and political affiliation is complicated in Australia. In the 2017 plebiscite 

on marriage equality, 11 out of the 17 federal electorates to record “no” 

majorities were Labor-held, most by large margins in very multicultural 

suburbs. Despite Morrison’s appeals to religious conservatives, only one 

of these Labor seats — Melbourne’s Calwell — saw a swing to the                            

Coalition in the 2022 election. 

If the political causes of declining Christian identification are unclear, 

the political consequences are more obvious. In nine years of Coalition 

government, bookended by two of the most devoutly Christian Prime 

Ministers in Australian history, Australia’s laws around marriage, abor-

tion, and euthanasia all moved further away from traditional Christian 

positions. Most Coalition MPs voted to allow same-sex couples to marry, 

along with every Labor MP. Abortion laws were liberalised in           
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Queensland, New South Wales, and 

South Australia, the latter two under 

Coalition governments. Scott Morri-

son refused to get involved in the 

abortion debate in his home state 

despite his personal opposition to 

abortion. In New South Wales, the 

devoutly Catholic Premier Dominic 

Perrottet allowed members of his 

party a conscience vote on volun-

tary assisted dying, which passed a 

few days before the federal elec-

tion. Conservative Christians can 

get elected to the highest offices in 

Australian politics, but once they 

get there they are constrained by 

Australia’s political realities. 

Unlike their American counterparts, 

conservative Christian politicians in 

Australia cannot appeal to a sense 

of Christian nationhood. Research I 

published in 2021 showed how even 

Christians no longer tend to see 

Australia as a Christian country. As 

recently as 2008, the Human Rights 

Commission’s Review of Freedom of 

Religion and Belief was inundated 

with submissions arguing that Aus-

tralia is a Christian nation. But in the 

2017-18 Parliamentary Review of 

Religious Freedom, I could find just 

four such assertions out of 15,500 

public submissions. Neither Morri-

son nor Abbott ever publicly called 

Australia a Christian country. In 

2008, Abbott described Australia as 

“relentlessly secular”. 

After the marriage plebiscite, the 

shift among conservative Christians 

to a focus on “religious freedom” re-

flects increased awareness of their 

minority status. There have been 

many previous attempts in Australia 

to enshrine and expand religious 

freedom in law. Until recently, these 

attempts were opposed by most of 

the country’s largest churches and 

its conservative Christian lobbyists, 

who saw religious freedom as a ve-

hicle for empowering secularists 

and religious minorities. Now that 

they recognise themselves as a mi-

nority, these groups see themselves 

as increasingly vulnerable to dis-

crimination. But as the Morrison 

government discovered, it is very 

difficult to write legislation against 

“religious discrimination” that        

satisfies everyone, given that it 

means both discrimination against 

and discrimination by religious 

groups. 

The 2021 census has confirmed 

what most Christians already knew 

about their minority standing in 

Australia, reflected in the words and 

actions of its Christian politicians. 

Rather than showing a steep decline 
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in Christianity, it shows a long-term realignment between how people 

live and how they identify. Christianity no longer supplies the broad 

sense of identity it once did for many Australians, and this limits the                 

political influence of Christian churches and actors — even if it continues 

to matter greatly to the lives of millions of politically diverse Australians. 

David Smith is Associate Professor in American Politics and Foreign  

Policy at the United States Studies Centre and researcher in the School of 

Social and Political Sciences at the University of Sydney. He is the author 

of Religious Persecution and Political Order in the United States. 

The census shows Australians are becoming less religious 

but why have we chosen to live without God? 

- By Stan Grant 

So Friedrich Nietzsche was right, God is dead and we have killed him. 

That's what the latest census tells us: the number of faithless is closing in 

on the number of faithful. 

In my lifetime I have seen Australia change from being an almost com-

pletely Christian country to one where now just 44 per cent practise 

Christianity. 

This is no surprise. It mirrors a widespread shift away from religion by 

citizens of the Western world, most of whom were traditionally Christian, 

alongside increases in religions like Hinduism which has grown more 

than 55 per cent in Australia since 2016 as our communities diversify. 

Yet the numbers reporting no religion is also increasing and the impact 

is rapidly gathering pace. 

The death of God 

Philosopher Charles Taylor, in his book A Secular Age, warned: "Modern 

civilisation cannot but bring about a "death of God." 

Taylor said we have seen the rise of an "exclusive humanism". We have 

swapped God, he wrote, for a "culture of authenticity, or expressive indi-
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vidualism, in which people are encouraged to find their own way, discov-

er their own fulfilment, "do their own thing". 

Scholar of religion and politics Jocelyn Cesari has traced the evolution of 

secular modernity in her book, We God's People. We have now reached a 

point in Western Europe, she says, where "worldly" things are all there is. 

There is a division between the immanent and the transcendent – be-

tween what is Caesar's and what is God's. The immanent is the realm of 

politics. 

Believers, she says, "are expected to keep the transcendent to them-

selves". 

Cesari says the nation is now "the superior collective identification" over-

taking "religious allegiances." 

The Enlightenment elevated reason above faith 

This is where the West was bound to end up. The tension between secu-

larism and faith emerged out of the Thirty Years War – the wars of religion 

– that laid waste to Europe between 1618 and 1648. It's estimated as many 

as 8 million people were killed. 

It led to the birth of the modern state and coincided with an explosion of 

new ideas that we call the Age of Reason or The Enlightenment. 

Across Europe reason was elevated above faith. People were encouraged 

to break with tradition. Thinkers like Rene Descartes – the father of mod-

ern philosophy – told us "I think therefore I am." 

The mysteries of the universe were no longer the province of God. 

Immanuel Kant summed up the Enlightenment with three words: dare to 

know. 

While historically the West was founded on Christianity, the modern West 

was shaped by the break with God. People were sovereign. Liberalism 

prized the individual above all. 
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Sociologist Phillip Rieff said we swapped a sacred order for a social or-

der. That accelerated in the 20th century with social revolutions up-

ending society and demolishing old ethical and moral boundaries. 

French writer Olivier Roy says "secularisation has given way to large 

scale de-Christianisation." There is now, he says, "a serious crisis sur-

rounding European identity and the place of religion in the public 

sphere". 

The Church has found itself out of step with changing societal values on 

issues like divorce, abortion or same sex marriage. 

Roy says: "Little by little, the very definitions of sexual difference, family, 

reproduction and parenthood have been redrawn." The scandal of child 

sex abuse in the church has further stripped religion of its moral                   

authority. 

Personal freedom, Roy writes, "prevails over all transcendent standards." 

Society is now ordered on "new values…founded on individualism,          

freedom and the valorisation of desire." 

Does tradition still have a role? 

The West is a place beyond history. The past is another country. Tradition 

is seen as stifling, old fashioned. No doubt some traditions are well rid of. 

Which woman or person of colour would want to return to the white, 

male, dominated 1950s? But what are we left with? Is there still a role for 

tradition? 

Historian Tim Stanley thinks so. He says the "war on tradition" has 

"translated into a soulless consumerism, and, while some flourished, 

many felt alienated and unfulfilled." 

In his new book Whatever Happened to Tradition, Stanley fears our 

"liberal order is out of ideas, that's partly because we have deprived our-

selves of valuable experience". 

For some, the response to this soulless void has been a retreat into funda-

mentalism. We see this in radical Islamic groups like Al Qaeda or Islamic 

State which represent a rejection of Western modernity. 
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Similarly right-wing or white-supremacist groups reach back to 

"tradition" as an attempt to recover some lost glory. 

Stanley warns against this fundamentalism, yet he wonders what the sec-

ular West offers in response. Across the West, he says, "there is a dearth 

of purpose and spirit: we can't agree on who we are or what we are about, 

or even of these big existential questions matter." 

A faith without religion 

Yet if people have turned away from religion it does not mean they are 

without faith. 

Atheism in its own way can become an article of faith. 

The new radical atheists quote the likes of scientist Richard Dawkins with 

the certainty of scripture. They proselytise with evangelical vigour. In the 

West, identity is the new faith. 

We are free to re-imagine and reinvent ourselves, untethered from the 

past; from family or faith. 

Beyond the West, religion is booming 

It is a peculiarly Western phenomenon. Elsewhere religion is booming. 

The heart of Christianity has shifted from Europe to Africa and Latin 

America. 

Officially atheist, China has experienced what's been called a Christian 

revival. It is estimated that by 2030 China may have the world's largest 

Christian population. 

And despite what the census tells us is happening here, Christianity is 

not dying. Pew Research shows that in the century between 1910 and 

2010, the number of Christians grew from 600 million to more than two 

billion. 

Pew says that by 2060 Christianity will remain the world's largest religion 

with more than three billion followers. 
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Islam is the world's fastest growing religion driven significantly by a 

higher fertility rate. By the end of this century it is thought there will be 

more Muslims than Christians in the world. 

This is a reminder – if one is needed — that the West is not the world.              

Indeed in many parts of the world the turn to religion is connected with 

a rejection of colonialism and Western values. 

Sudipta Kaviraj, Columbia University Professor of Indian History, asks: 

"Why should the history of Europe happen elsewhere?" In Bengal, he 

says, Hindus in the 19th century "rejected an unconditional embrace of 

the package of moral values of Western modernity". Modern                            

individualism, he says, was seen as "impoverishing the character and 

content of collective life". 

In modern India, he writes, even the secular "need and desire                      

transcendence as intensely as the devout." 

Kaviraj cautions against seeing the world through eyes of the West, not to 

speak, he says, "the facts of one history through the language of                               

another." Yes, the West is more secular, less religious, and hyper-

individualistic but that is not how most people live. 

Western ideas of progress are founded on burying the past, killing God, 

and making the human divine. It can be liberating and holds the                

promise of freedom. But it doesn't speak to all. It doesn't even speak to 

all in the West who replace old faiths with new faith, who feel alienated 

and alone and long for somewhere to belong. 

As Charles Taylor sees it, the journey of the secular West is from an                   

enchanted age, to an age of disenchantment. 

If as Nietzsche said, "God is dead", we in the West might ask what comes 

next? 

Stan Grant is the ABC's international affairs analyst and presents China 

Tonight on Monday at 9:35pm on ABC TV, and Tuesday at 8pm on the 

ABC News Channel, and a co-presenter of Q+A on Thursday at 8.30pm. 

He also hosts the Religion and Ethics Report on RN. 
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Fewer Toowoomba residents identify as religious                       

according to 2021 Census results - ABC Southern Qld / By 

David Chen 

Pastor Bill Whyte has been answering the call of God for more than 20 

years in "Christ-centred" Toowoomba in southern Queensland.   

The ultra-conservative city has long been considered the heart of                      

Australia's "Bible belt", but the latest census results show the city is               

shrugging off that title as fewer people identify as religious.  

The census result was no surprise to Mr Whyte, who has served as a            

pastor in Queensland and South Australia. 

"It's just the way the world is going; troubles and depression and all those 

sorts of things that people are experiencing," he said. 

Census results 

Toowoomba has had a long history with religion, stretching from early     

settlement when priests would conduct services in homesteads to the 

city's association with Christian fundamentalist movements. 

The 2021 Census shows Catholicism remains the region's dominant                    

religion. The number of worshippers remains relatively stable, with 20 

per cent saying they belong to the Catholic Church compared to 20.7 per 

cent in 2016. 

Religious affiliations in Toowoomba by percentage  

But like the rest of Australia, Toowoomba residents are now increasingly 

unlikely to worship a God. More than 54,000 people, or 31.7 per cent, 

said they had no religion in the latest census. 

That was almost 10 per cent more than in 2016.  

Cultural change afoot 

University of Southern Queensland religion researcher Marcus Harmes 

said for a city long dominated by its conservative politics and churches, 

the census showed big changes were afoot. 
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"It has always been Catholic first, followed by Anglican, with many other 

churches under that," Professor Harmes said. 

"Adelaide lays claim to being the city of churches, but I think 

[Toowoomba] could probably take a close second there. 

 "But for the first time in our history, no religion has come first and that is 

a big change for Toowoomba." 

Professor Harmes said he believed people were being more honest on 

their census forms, which played a role in the result but also represented 

a cultural shift. 

"Our population is diversifying ... people from a whole host of back-

grounds are now living in the city," he said. 

"Toowoomba is really not a backwater ... it's actually a national example 

of how you can have progressive, constructive change in society." 

Generational shift in attitudes 

Professor Harmes said the results also mirrored changes happening               

nationally. 

"We have a shift in attitudes that I think is partly generational," he said. 

"Many churches may, for example, hold views on marriage equality that 

may be out of step with younger people.  

"Society is changing, and Toowoomba is by no means immune to that." 

Catholic Bishop Robert McGuckin said the number of worshippers had 

stayed stable due to an influx of migrants from countries such as the                

Philippines.  

"They're more involved in the external practice of their faith," he said. 

"The Filipinos are coming out ... and they come as a family group." 

Census data showed the Filipino community was one of the top ethnic 

communities in Toowoomba, making up 0.9 per cent of the population. 
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Bishop McGuckin said the results showed the Catholic Church needed to 

continue to welcome more people. 

But he believed the census did not necessarily reflect people's                           

spirituality. 

"Just because they weren't at church, [it doesn't] mean they didn't have a 

really Christian attitude," he said. 

Further investigation needed 

The rate of change surrounding religion has shocked University of 

Queensland demographer Elin Charles-Edwards. 

"We're certainly seeing that trend Australia-wide, but the numbers in             

Toowoomba are pretty surprising," she said. 

Dr Charles-Edwards said the census data did not explain what was                  

behind the change, but it was likely a combination of people deciding 

not to follow religion and an influx of migrants who did not worship a 

god. 

"I think it warrants further investigation ... the headline numbers are                

really obscuring something which could be a fundamental sort of shift," 

she said. 

Professor Harmes said the census was a cold, hard look at how Australian 

society was evolving. 

"I don't think anywhere in Australia will now lay claim to (being the heart 

of the Bible Belt) because our census figures are that microcosm of a 

broader trend of Christianity shrinking," he said. 

"But if (religion) gives meaning to your life, if it is significant to you, I 

don't think these figures will change that at all." 
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Don’t be sloppy or                 

pernickety during mass, 

Pope tells priests - By Glyn  

Paflin  

THE Pope has written an Apostolic 

Letter, Desiderio Desideravi,               

seeking the avoidance of two                    

extremes of liturgical practice — 

aestheticism and sloppiness — in 

his effort to united the Roman              

Catholic Church around the                 

celebration of the post-Vatican II             

liturgy. 

“It would be trivial to read the ten-

sions, unfortunately present around 

the celebration, as a simple diver-

gence between different tastes con-

cerning a particular ritual form. The 

problematic is primarily ecclesio-

logical,” Pope Francis writes. 

He declares that he cannot see that 

it is possible both to recognise the 

validity of the Second Vatican Coun-

cil and not accept the liturgical re-

form that ensued upon its Constitu-

tion Sacrosanctum Concilium. 

Communities’ living out of the mass, 

he writes, “is conditioned — for 

better or, unfortunately, for worse 

— by the way in which their pastor 

presides in the assembly”. He list 

“models” of inadequate presiding, 

such as “rigid austerity or an exas-

perating creativity, a spiritualizing 

mysticism or a practical functional-

ism, a rushed briskness or an over-

emphasized slowness, a sloppy 

carelessness or an excessive                 

finickiness, a superabundant  

friendliness or priestly                                    

impassibility”. 

But Christ is the centre of the cele-

bration, not the celebrant: all these 

models have a single root: “a 

heightened personalism of the cel-

ebrating style which at times ex-

presses a poorly concealed mania 

to be the centre of attention”. It is 

amplified, he suggests, when cele-

brations are broadcast online. 

But “to preside at Eucharist is to be 

plunged into the furnace of God’s 

love. When we are given to under-

stand this reality, or even just to               

intuit something of it, we certainly 

would no longer need a Directory 

that would impose the proper                   

behaviour.” 

He insists on the importance of 

“liturgical-sapiential” formation,                      

initially in the seminary, and                  

placing the Sunday eucharist at the 

centre of community life. 

“The theological understanding of 

the Liturgy does not in any way   
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permit that these words be understood to mean to reduce everything to 

the aspect of worship. A celebration that does not evangelize is not au-

thentic, just as a proclamation that does not lead to an encounter with the 

risen Lord in the celebration is not authentic. And then both of these, 

without the testimony of charity, are like sounding a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal.” 

The understanding of symbols is increasingly difficult for people, he 

writes, and they need educating, partly through care for the “art of                

celebrating”, which “cannot be reduced to only a rubrical mechanism, 

much less should it be thought of as imaginative — sometimes wild — 

creativity without rules”. The rite is a norm established in the service of 

“a higher reality that it means to protect”. 

“Among the ritual acts that belong to the whole assembly, silence                  

occupies a place of absolute importance,” which “moves to sorrow for sin 

and the desire for conversion”, he writes. “It awakens a readiness to hear 

the Word and awakens prayer. It disposes us to adore the Body and Blood 

of Christ.” 

The Pope is critical of the use of the term “sense of mystery”. “When I 

speak of astonishment at the paschal mystery, I do not at all intend to            

refer to what at times seems to me to be meant by the vague expression 

‘sense of mystery’. Sometimes this is among the presumed chief                   

accusations against the liturgical reform. It is said that the sense of                  

mystery has been removed from the celebration. 

“The astonishment or wonder of which I speak is not some sort of being 

overcome in the face of an obscure reality or a mysterious rite. It is, on 

the contrary, marvelling at the fact that the salvific plan of God has been 

revealed in the paschal deed of Jesus (cf. Ephesians 1.3-14), and the  

power of this paschal deed continues to reach us in the celebration of the 

‘mysteries’, of the sacraments. 

“It is still true that the fullness of revelation has, in respect to our human 

finitude, an abundance that transcends us and will find its fulfilment at the 

end of time when the Lord will return. But if the astonishment is of the 
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right kind, then there is no risk that 

the otherness of God’s presence 

will not be perceived, even within 

the closeness that the Incarnation 

intends. If the reform has eliminated 

that vague ‘sense of mystery,’ then 

more than a cause for accusations, it 

is to its credit. 

“Beauty, just like truth, always              

engenders wonder, and when these 

are referred to the mystery of God, 

they lead to adoration.” 

On the subject of liturgical posture, 

he writes: “I think of all the gestures 

and words that belong to the as-

sembly: gathering, careful walking 

in procession, being seated, stand-

ing, kneeling, singing, being in si-

lence, acclamations, looking, listen-

ing. There are many ways in which 

the assembly, as one body . . . par-

ticipates in the celebration. Every-

body doing together the same ges-

ture, everyone speaking together in 

one voice — this transmits to each 

individual the energy of the entire 

assembly. 

THE Pope has written an Apostolic 

Letter, Desiderio Desideravi, seek-

ing the avoidance of two extremes 

of liturgical practice — aestheticism 

and sloppiness — in his effort to 

united the Roman Catholic Church 

around the celebration of the post-

Vatican II liturgy. 

“It would be trivial to read the                  

tensions, unfortunately present 

around the celebration, as a simple 

divergence between different tastes 

concerning a particular ritual form. 

The problematic is primarily eccle-

siological,” Pope Francis writes. 

He declares that he cannot see that 

it is possible both to recognise the 

validity of the Second Vatican              

Council and not accept the                          

liturgical reform that ensued upon 

its Constitution Sacrosanctum              

Concilium. 

Communities’ living out of the mass, 

he writes, “is conditioned — for 

better or, unfortunately, for worse — 

by the way in which their pastor 

presides in the assembly”. He list 

“models” of inadequate presiding, 

such as “rigid austerity or an exas-

perating creativity, a spiritualizing 

mysticism or a practical functional-

ism, a rushed briskness or an              

overemphasized slowness, a sloppy 

carelessness or an excessive finick-

iness, a superabundant friendliness 

or priestly impassibility”. 

But Christ is the centre of the cele-

bration, not the celebrant: all these 

models have a single root: “a 
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heightened personalism of the celebrating style which at times express-

es a poorly concealed mania to be the centre of attention”. It is amplified, 

he suggests, when celebrations are broadcast online. 

But “to preside at Eucharist is to be plunged into the furnace of God’s 

love. When we are given to understand this reality, or even just to intuit 

something of it, we certainly would no longer need a Directory that 

would impose the proper behaviour.” 

He insists on the importance of “liturgical-sapiential” formation, initially 

in the seminary, and placing the Sunday eucharist at the centre of                

community life. 

“The theological understanding of the Liturgy does not in any way                    

permit that these words be understood to mean to reduce everything to 

the aspect of worship. A celebration that does not evangelize is not                         

authentic, just as a proclamation that does not lead to an encounter with 

the risen Lord in the celebration is not authentic. And then both of these, 

without the testimony of charity, are like sounding a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal.” 

The understanding of symbols is increasingly difficult for people, he 

writes, and they need educating, partly through care for the “art of                  

celebrating”, which “cannot be reduced to only a rubrical mechanism, 

much less should it be thought of as imaginative — sometimes wild — 

creativity without rules”. The rite is a norm established in the service of 

“a higher reality that it means to protect”. 

“Among the ritual acts that belong to the whole assembly, silence occu-

pies a place of absolute importance,” which “moves to sorrow for sin and 

the desire for conversion”, he writes. “It awakens a readiness to hear the 

Word and awakens prayer. It disposes us to adore the Body and Blood of 

Christ.” 

The Pope is critical of the use of the term “sense of mystery”. “When I 

speak of astonishment at the paschal mystery, I do not at all intend to              

refer to what at times seems to me to be meant by the vague expression 

‘sense of mystery’. Sometimes this is among the presumed chief accusa-
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tions against the liturgical reform. It 

is said that the sense of mystery has 

been removed from the celebration. 

“The astonishment or wonder of 

which I speak is not some sort of 

being overcome in the face of an 

obscure reality or a mysterious rite. 

It is, on the contrary, marvelling at 

the fact that the salvific plan of God 

has been revealed in the paschal 

deed of Jesus (cf. Ephesians 1.3-14), 

and the   power of this paschal deed 

continues to reach us in the celebra-

tion of the ‘mysteries’, of the sacra-

ments. 

“It is still true that the fullness of 

revelation has, in respect to our hu-

man finitude, an abundance that 

transcends us and will find its fulfil-

ment at the end of time when the 

Lord will return. But if the astonish-

ment is of the right kind, then there 

is no risk that the otherness of 

God’s presence will not be per-

ceived, even within the closeness 

that the Incarnation intends. If the 

reform has eliminated that vague 

‘sense of mystery,’ then more than a 

cause for accusations, it is to its 

credit. 

“Beauty, just like truth, always en-

genders wonder, and when these 

are referred to the mystery of God, 

they lead to adoration.” 

On the subject of liturgical posture, 

he writes: “I think of all the gestures 

and words that belong to the assem-

bly: gathering, careful walking in 

procession, being seated, standing, 

kneeling, singing, being in silence, 

acclamations, looking, listening. 

There are many ways in which the 

assembly, as one body . . . partici-

pates in the celebration. Everybody 

doing together the same gesture, 

everyone speaking together in one 

voice — this transmits to each indi-

vidual the energy of the entire as-

sembly. 

“It is a uniformity that not only does 

not deaden but, on the contrary,        

educates individual believers to 

discover the authentic uniqueness 

of their personalities not in individ-

ualistic attitudes but in the aware-

ness of being one body.” 

The letter follows his Apostolic Let-

ter Traditionis Custodes (News, 23 

July 2021), which restricted the use 

of the 1962 Missale Romanum, and a          

clarification from the Congregation 

for Divine Worship (News, 7 January 

2022), which further raised the 

hackles of advocates of the older 

form of the mass, often referred to 

as the Extraordinary Form. 
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The church with no faith in its women - By Julia Baird  

“Embarrassing. Shocking. Scandalous and absolutely unacceptable.” The 

86-year-old Benedictine nun Sister Joan Chittister was in bed this week – 

recovering from a bout of COVID – when she read that the plenary                 

council of the Australian Catholic Church had refused to pass two pretty 

gentle, anodyne motions supporting women in positions of leadership in 

the church. It felt like “a red hot poker” ran through her. 

Sister Joan, a best-selling American author of more than 50 books, has a 

large, devoted progressive global following and a profile rare for a nun, 

being interviewed by Oprah and appearing on Meet the Press. She has 

spent the past few weeks touring Australia to packed audiences,                      

speaking about the need for renewal in the church, and the need for 

leaders to listen. 

But after the meeting of the plenary council – the highest formal                     

gathering of all local churches and the first in Australia since 1937 – she 

called me in a state of flaming indignation: “The proof is in. You needn’t 

wear yourself out trying to convince women that the church really                   

appreciates them, their work, their presence, their talents. They know 

now – right out of the mouth of the episcopacy that voted against them.” 

So what were these motions the bishops dared not approve? 

The first asked the church to allow women to be made deacons (not 

priests) – only if the Vatican authorised this – which seems reasonably 

timid. While a strong majority of priests and laypeople supported it, the 

required number of bishops (two-thirds) did not. 

The second motion, also rejected, said the Australian church should 

“foster new opportunities for women to participate in ministries and 

roles that are stable, publicly recognised, resourced with appropriate          

formation. These should engage with the most important aspects of                  

diocesan and parish life and have a real impact on those communities.” 

The motions had also called for women to be “appropriately represented 

in decision-making structures of church governance” and to ensure “the 
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experiences and perspectives of women are heard, considered and                 

valued”. 

As Sister Joan said, one might conclude: “Neither their insights nor their 

experiences are worth hearing, valued, weighing or considering.” 

Roughly 60 people – out of the 277 gathered at St Mary’s College in              

Sydney – rose to protest after the vote, refusing to return to their seats, 

some visibly upset. By the end of the week, the motions were being              

redrafted, and re-debated, but considerable damage had been done. 

It does seem to beggar belief that, shortly after a census revealed that 

Australians are abandoning the institutional churches in droves – for              

reasons including the exclusion of women from leadership, along with 

sex abuse scandals, irrelevance and treatment of LGBTQI people – that a 

group of bishops could so readily dismiss a simple, plaintive motion                    

asking women be heard. 

(While Catholics still form the largest Christian grouping in the country, 

at 20 per cent of the population, the census showed that for the first time, 

the majority of Australians don’t consider themselves Christians). 

In conversations afterwards, reasons given for the rejection of the                     

motions included a familiar refrain – women talking about entering the 

hierarchy was about “a need for titles, roles of power or expensive                   

committees”, which was not a concern of those “who work humbly and 

consistently” for the church. 

A member of the plenary council steering committee, Monica Doumit, 

said after the vote: “We want to hear more about motherhood, about 

women as carers for parents or children, women who are excelling as lay 

professionals in various workplaces, about the women running parish 

bake sales and starting mothers’ groups and things like that.” 

But Sister Joan says any suggestions of valuing women and considering 

them “wonderful” are “pious lies”. 

“I will never believe them again,” she says. “They really do hate women. 

They do not value women except for those on their hands and knees 
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scrubbing their sacristies. Women are human beings. 

“Talk about cancel culture. What they really did with this motion was 

‘cancel’ one half of creation. One half of the human race got dismissed 

with a simple little motion of recognition in the Roman Catholic Church. 

They said to the creative impulse of the universe, you missed, you lost, 

you made a mistake. 

“All these years in this church with these people who said they were 

teaching us theology – and to have this theology coming out of their 

mouths – puts me in doubt of everything else they have ever said or 

taught.” 

Sister Joan joined her order in Pennsylvania when she was 16, and has 

spent most of her life caring for the disadvantaged, and lecturing on 

peace, injustice and economic opportunity. Despite her seven decades  

of work inside her tradition, she is frequently called a “maverick”, a 

“dissident”, troublesome in a culture where women are punished for 

speaking out against a patriarchal culture. In 2001, Sister Joan was in-

structed by the Vatican not to speak at a women’s ordination conference 

in Ireland. She went anyway, delivering the opening address. 

In 2019, she was asked to be a keynote speaker at the National Catholic 

Education Conference in Melbourne, but was later “uninvited” – report-

edly by the Melbourne Archbishop. The New York Times reported: “She’s 

83 and a Famous Nun. Australia’s Catholic Leaders want her to stay 

away”. 

The headline in the American National Catholic Reporter when she                         

arrived here this year was: “Long-awaited Joan Chittister tour excites 

Australian Catholic reformers”. 

Now those reformers are wondering what to do. 

Plenary Council member Frances Sullivan said female and LGBTQI voic-

es were not being heard, underlining “a deep grief I think that we all feel 

about where the church is at, not just for ourselves personally but collec-

tively, there are generations of people who are no longer able to identify 

with the church”. 
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As the census showed recently, women will continue to leave an                      

institution that Sister Joan says only values them “as servants”. “The 

church that hates haemorrhaging women is haemorrhaging women and 

they don’t even know it,” she told me. 

Does it matter, these councils with their motions, debates and                            

patriarchal rule? Does it matter or surprise that women’s contribution is 

still relegated secondary, submissive, supportive? Should it matter to 

those outside the church, such as me? 

Yes, because gender equality matters everywhere. 

It takes guts to challenge hierarchies of your own faith. You might not 

pick an octogenarian nun who laughs frequently, has a fondness for           

espresso martinis and a commitment to serve the poor, as an                                 

incendiary figure, but the importance of Sister Joan’s radicalism is one 

people outside the church often forget, or diminish. And the continuing 

response to her has demonstrated just how persistently the Catholic 

Church will fight to keep women quiet – and even out of this country – 

and subservient. The more able they are to silence the women in their 

midst, the more readily they will be able to try to control the bodies and 

lives of other women. 

And by refusing to change they remain signatories to their own demise. 

When I asked Sister Joan for a word of advice for women she said                

simply: “Resist.” 

Julia Baird is a journalist and author. She hosts The Drum on ABC TV. 
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Help Me Forgive 

When rage and fury overwhelm my heart,                                                                             

It’s time to look to God’s own Holy Word.                                                                                   

I search the Bible for His good advice;                                                                                  

My will to His commands must be deferred. 

In Romans God reveals His love for me;                                                                                 

In all things God works only for my good;                                                                            

He gives me blessings I can’t understand;                                                                             

I’d be peaceful if I’d do the things I should. 

Jesus forgave so much; why then can’t I?                                                                                   

I want to mold my life after His own.                                                                                        

I pray, I try, but my sinful nature wins;                                                                                

Lord, help me, I can’t do this thing alone. 

In Colossians, I read about the peace of Christ;                                                                  

Oh, how I long to feel it in my heart.                                                                                       

All I have to do is to forgive,                                                                                              

But Lord, it seems I don’t know where to start. 

I need to walk a mile in the other’s shoes;                                                                     

They’re doing what they think they have to do.                                                                        

I know some problems are blessings in disguise,                                                                 

But Lord, sometimes I feel so doggone blue. 

Ephesians says "forgive as the Lord forgave you;                                                              

Get rid of anger and every form of malice."                                                                          

I’d love to just let go and release it all,                                                                                  

But upon my heart is a wound that’s become a callus. 

I’ll keep praying, trying, Lord, no matter what;                                                                     

I’m determined to let go and relinquish blame;                                                              

Some day, I’ll say, and be truly sincere:                                                                                   

"I forgive it all in Jesus’ precious name." 

(Romans 8:28, Colossians 3:13, Ephesians 4:31) 

By Joanna Fuchs 
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  Amos 8.1-12; Psalm 52;                                                

 Colossians 1.15-29; Luke 10.38-42  

Today we read of Jesus visiting his friends,                     

Martha and Mary. Martha is the ever-practical and              

ever-busy sister. She makes a good representative for us, 

with all the busyness that characterises our lives. Jesus tells her to follow her 

sister’s example – that is, to be more focused on the moment and not to               

neglect things that are more contemplative and less active.  

  Jesus Christ, you are the focus of our prayer. Help us to rid our lives of 

unnecessary hustle and bustle so that we have time for                           

contemplation, time just to experience the moments you give us, and the 

experience of being with you in prayer.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the                   

Anglican Church of Japan.  

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022  

Thank Yous 

FLOWERS                                                                                                                        

Most weeks you can find Jude and Joy quietly working away in the choir          

vestry. They select, rearrange and place and arrange the flowers for our          

Sunday services, for memorials, weddings and for funerals.                                  

Everything is done with great care and practised expertise. Thank you for 

making our church look so beautiful. 

INTERCESSIONS                                                                                                       

Thank you to those who prepare our prayers for each week and for those who 

read them so beautifully. 

MORNING TEA                                                                                                                       

Each week we meet for morning tea after the 9.30 service. Here we find               

people who have organised tea and coffee and a little something sweet to go 

with it. And then clean up after us. A big thank you to each of you who so              

willingly help week after week. 
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Unfinished Business! Save the Date!   

Dear MOW friend and/or supporter, 

It’s thirty years since Anglican women were first ordained as priests in 

Australia. 

But there are still dioceses – Sydney Diocese chief among them – that 

limit or refuse to acknowledge women’s ordained ministry. The time is 

ripe to challenge this stance. 

The Movement for the Ordination of Women Australia is organising a  

conference in Sydney from 16 to 18 September 2022 – Unfinished                  

Business – to recognise the struggle for Anglican women’s ordination in 

Australia, celebrate the courage and service of ordained women, and 

honour those who have fought for women’s ordination over many years. 

The program is still being finalised, but speakers who will be addressing 

the past, present and future of women’s ordained ministry include Dr Julia 

Baird, Professor Eileen Baldry AO, the Rev’d Val Graydon, Ms Anne 

Hywood, the Rev’d Canon Professor Dorothy Lee, the Hon Keith Mason 

AC QC, the Rev’d Dr Lesley McLean, the Rev’d Dr Colleen O’Reilly AM, 

the Rev’d Angela Peverell, Dr Gwenneth Roberts, the Rev’d Gloria Shipp, 

and the Rev’d Elisa Helen Waterhouse CSC. 

The conference will be held at Christ Church St Laurence, 812 George 

Street, Sydney. Program and registration details will be posted on the 

MOW website as they become available (https://mowatch.com.au/) 

If you have any queries, or wish to be removed from the conference mail-

ing list, do contact me at secretary@mowatch.com.au.  And please for-

ward this email to anyone you know who may be interested in the confer-

ence or supporting MOW. 

Elaine Lindsay                                                                                                                    

National Secretary, MOW 

 OUTDOORS …  
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[[CELEBRANT] United in the 

company of the faithful and 

looking for the coming of the 

kingdom, let us offer our prayers 

to God, the source of all life and 

holiness. 

Gracious God, may your church be 

a community constantly renewed 

by your grace. Protect it in places 

of danger and persecution. Let it 

be your voice to bring light to 

those who live in darkness, and for 

all who thirst to hear your word. 

Uphold and inspire those in 

servant leadership, all bishops, 

clergy and lay ministers. And 

today we are asked to remember 

before you the Episcopal Church of 

the USA and Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry.  

Father, hear our prayer                                                                                                

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

May peace and justice be restored 

throughout your world; may 

invasions be turned back, corrupt 

leaders repent, and wise 

leadership upheld. We ask for your 

gift of wisdom upon all world, 

national and local leaders that they 

may rise above partisanship and 

serve for the good of all. 

Father, hear our prayer                                                                                           

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Eternal God, comfort of the 

afflicted and healer of the broken, 

we bring before you those in need. 

For those without work and those 

without rest, for the lonely and 

those who mourn, for the sick and 

those who will die this day, may 

they may find in you their 

refreshment and relief. We name 

before you all for whom we have 

been asked to pray: Fr James; Joyce 

Bannister; Barry Brandy; John 

Burns; Rosemary B and Theo B; 

Robyn Collins; June Cameron; 

Roger Davidson; Elsie Dunnam; 

Vince Foster; Malcolm Green; 

Helen; Fr Robin Hutcheon; Leonora 

Jacqueline; Enid Kell; Lily; David 

Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister 

Palmer; Sally Palmer; Michelle 

Phillips; Gaye Rand; Scott; Fran 

Sellers; Diane Smith; Peter 

Sorensen; Sylvia; Daphne Storey; 

Jean Storey and Bob Woods.   

Father, hear our prayer                                                                                           

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 17th July 2022 

Pentecost 6  Year C 
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We give you thanks for all your faithful servants who have fought the 

good fight, kept the faith and have come to journey’s end. We remember 

before you those whose year’s mind occurs at this time: Lilly Clifford, 

Dorothy Noall, Souad Mawad, Timothy Gardner, Adrian McManus, Garry 

Hook, Ernest Evans, Esma Cranley and Herbert Thorburn. 

Father, hear our prayer                                                                                                           

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

[PRIEST] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.                                                                

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your 

grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 The Week Ahead... 

Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

 Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week  

 Friday 22nd July - Mary Magdalene  
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