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W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora Na-

tion  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings               Year B   Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist                for next 

Job 38.1-7 (34-41)                     The First Reading         Job 42.1-6, 10-17                                   

Ps 104.1-10,26                   The Psalm                  Ps 34.1-8 (19-22)                                                                

Hebrews 5.1-10                            The Epistle                  Hebrews 7.21-28                                        

Mark 10 (32-34) 35-45                  The Gospel                 Mark 10-46-52            
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Welcome Back to St Paul’s! 

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be welcoming you today at our first Sunday of                   

Worshipping at St Paul’s after months of lockdown.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Said/Sung Eucharist (with Cantor if allowed) 

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist have recommenced this 

week 

People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event if they 

do not feel comfortable doing so. All risk management procedures will 

be scrupulously attended to including: 

• mandatory QR code sign in - either with a smartphone or a COVID-

 19 card; 

• carry proof of vaccination (either in electronic or hard-copy); 

• wear a face mask at all times; 

• sanitise your hands on entry; 

• observe the 1 person per four square metre rule (except for house

 hold groups) and sit in alternate pews; 

• no singing. 

The Greeting of Peace will continue as a reverent bow to those one is 

seated close to. Communion will be administered at the communion rail 

and directions will be provided in the order of service. 

There will be no morning tea after the 9:30am service until at least the 

end of October. When morning tea does resume, everyone will need to 

sign-in again using the Hall QR code and observe all relevant hygiene 

protocols and physical distancing requirements. 
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The issue of not allowing people 

who have not received both doses 

of the vaccine into Church is           

obviously one that the Archbishop 

and Bishops are considering;                  

however, at this stage people who 

are not vaccinated are not allowed 

to attend Services. This will            

probably change by the end of Oc-

tober depending on vaccination 

rates. 

As the situation changes with refer-

ence to the government’s direc-

tives, we will review matters at that 

point in time. 

I am truly grateful to all those who, 

over the past months, have helped 

us to remain connected to God and 

to each other through this                      

pandemic. Thank you for your                   

loving Service of God and of God’s 

people at St Paul’s and beyond. 

The ministry team continues to 

work on the postponed                         

sesquicentenary celebrations and 

will communicate more about 

these, along with our Advent and 

Christmas services, in due course. 

I hold you and our community,               

nation, and world in my prayers. 

 

 

May God’s peace sustain and            

surround you at this time. 

Peace,                                                

James. 

All Souls' Day 
Our annual commemoration of our 

loved ones who have finished 

their earthly journeys, will be on 

2nd November. In preparation for 

this we prepare a list of names to 

be remembered in the service and                         

entered in our Chantry Book.  

If you have given us names in the 

past and they appear in our year's 

mind list each week, there is no 

need to give them to us again as 

they will automatically be in the list. 

If you have other names you would 

like listed, especially those who 

have passed away since last year's 

service, there are a number of ways 

that can be achieved. There will be 

a sheet at the back of the church on 

Wednesday 13th and 20th and              

Sunday 17th and 24th October but 

you could also email to                                      

judealaurence@gmail.com or                

contact the parish office with the 

full name and full date of death.   

Many thanks and blessings                

Jude 

 

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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Where are They Now?  

With our Lunchtime Recitals currently on hold, we have contacted 

some of our former recitalists asking them to share their thoughts and 

experiences of life as a musician during this lockdown period. Begin-

ning in September, we will be sharing a new response each fortnight.  

The week’s artist is Judith Rough. Judith has the distinction, with con-

tralto Nicole Smeulders and organist David Drury, of performing in the 

inaugural St Paul’s Lunchtime Recital on 20th October 2015. With the 

outbreak of Covid and health orders in 2020, Judith’s proposed perfor-

mance was cancelled. Her performance dates attest to her generosity 

and graciousness to her art and to us at St Paul’s.  

Sheryl Southwood OAM   David Russell 

Recital Convenor    Director of Music 

Judith Rough - Soprano 

It has been a great pleasure and a                    

privilege to be involved in the music             

programme at St Paul’s over the years –                   

usually with friend and fellow singer                 

Nicole Smeulders. Hans Christian Andersen 

said, “Where words fail, music speaks,” but 

with song we have the best of both. To me it 

seems that music makes sure that the words 

don’t fail – to communicate ideas and                express emotions far 

more clearly and deeply than in speech or                             written 

form.  Thank you to St Paul’s for making this possible for many musi-

cians through their recital programme and other concerts. 

It is always a pleasure to sing, even for myself, but nothing compares 

with the communication between singer and audience that occurs in 

live performance.  This is what has been sorely missed during this 

COVID lockdown – by performers and audience alike. I am thankful 

that I was able to perform some concerts earlier in the year before     

others were cancelled one by one – it was a little reminder of the joys 
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of performing and an encourage-

ment to persevere. In the mean-

time, I continue to practise pro-

grammes that have been resched-

uled, and to learn new repertoire. I 

have started flute lessons online – 

although I am not sure how I will 

combine the two musical activities 

in a programme! I have also been 

reviewing some recordings of con-

certs I have done and producing 

clips for YouTube. I look forward to 

the time when I can join you again 

in performance at St Paul’s. 

To quote J.K. Rowling “Ah, music," 

… "A magic beyond all we do 

here!”  

                                                                                                                                                

If you would like to hear some of 

my work, my website address is: 

https://judithrough.sitehappy.com/ 

Or you can find me on YouTube. 

Here is a link to my channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/

roujude100 

 

Dates of Performance at St Paul’s – 

Judith Rough 

• 20 October 2015 - associate 

artists Nicole Smeulders and 

David Drury (Inaugural Recital) 

• 31 July 2016 Fund raising con-

cert for St Paul’s - associate art-

ists Nicole Smeulders and John 

Martin 

• 16 May 2017 - associate artists 

Nicole Smeulders and Michael 

Deasey OAM 

• 3 September 2017 Fund raising 

concert - associate artists Ni-

cole Smeulders and Bransby 

Byrne 

• 9 October 2018 - associate art-

ists Bransby Byrne  

• 16 April 2019 - associate artists 

Nicole Smeulders and John 

Martin 

Words of encouragement  

If we're grateful, we're not fearful, and if we're not fearful, we're not                     

violent. Then, we act out of a sense of enough instead of scarcity, and we start 

to share. We start to enjoy the differences between people, and are respectful 

to everybody. That can change our society's entire power  pyramid.” 

 

https://judithrough.sitehappy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/roujude100
https://www.youtube.com/user/roujude100
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PARISH PANTRY  

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory  Do-

nations                        

please use this account de-

tails:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:     032 062                                           

Account #:    250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:         032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving: $2740 

Parish Pantry: $175 

National Trust: $10 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$2925 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Obituary: Bishop John Shelby Spong 

The Rt Revd Dr John Saxbee writes: 

IT HAS been said that, if it is stuck in the mud, rocking a boat is the only 

way to re-float it. Bishop John Shelby Spong, who died on 22 September, 

in his 91st year, took this maxim very much to heart in his relentless 

campaign for change in the Episcopal Church in the United States. 

Possessed of personal charm, generosity of spirit, and a pastoral heart, 

he was also drawn to controversy like a moth to a flame. He told one of 

his diocesan clergy that he needed, as their bishop, to position himself 

in a place well to the left of where the Church was at, so that the clergy 

would have a lot of room to exist in the space in between. Almost inevita-

bly, clergy and laity who resisted his liberalism may not always have felt 

that they were given the same room to exist, but they could never doubt 

his pastoral commitment and integrity. 

A Spong sermon, lecture, or conference address was always a bravura 

performance characterised by wit, pathos, and passionate intensity. A 

recurring target was those who abused the Bible by taking it literally. He 

was especially affronted by the application of first- or fourth-century 

world-views to contemporary debates concerning race, gender, sexuali-

ty, science, and psychology. He devoted time and energy to biblical 

study, particularly the four Gospels, thereby seeking to uncover the 

timeless meaning and message of Jesus freed from pre-modern inter-

pretative assumptions. 

Theologically, he acknowledged his debt to Paul Tillich in re-shaping, or 

even re-placing, the God of classical theism, leading him to conclude 

that “Theism, as a way of defining God, is dead.” 

So begins the first of “Twelve Points” in his “A call for a New Refor-

mation” (1998). This manifesto challenged almost all the central tenets of 

historic Christianity: incarnation, Virgin birth, resurrection, life after 

death, and so on. This elicited from Rowan Williams in the Church Times 
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as devastating a critique as the future Archbishop could ever bring him-

self to deliver. Spong had God wrong in Thesis One, he argued, and the 

other 11 were compromised accordingly. 

This contretemps coincided with the 1998 Lambeth Conference, at which 

both Spong and Dr Williams were conspicuously present. While Spong 

lacked Williams’s theological gravitas and sophistication, his impas-

sioned, or even sometimes intemperate, advocacy of gender equality 

and LGTB rights in Church and society made a lasting impression. 

John Shelby Spong was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1931. Like 

many other prominent advocates of liberal Christianity, in his early years 

he worshipped in conservative Evangelical churches. His father died 

when he was 12, and, at about that time, he was strongly influenced by an 

Episcopalian priest who encouraged him to broaden his theological 

horizon, and eventually to attend Virginia Theological Seminary. 

Ordained in 1955, he held a series of rectorial posts in North Carolina 

and Virginia. He excelled as a pastor and teacher with a gift for com-

municating his expansive faith in both words that inspired, and actions 

that commanded affection and respect. This period in his ministry was 

marked by his active opposition to white supremacist movements — he 

proudly claimed to be the Ku Klux Klan’s No. 1 enemy. 

The publication of J. A. T. Robinson’s Honest to God in 1963 marked an 

important stage in his theological, ecclesiastical, and ethical develop-

ment. He described Robinson as his mentor, whose influence at a time of 

great social and political turbulence put so many received attitudes and 

assumptions to the test. 

In 1976, he was elected coadjutor Bishop of Newark, New Jersey, suc-

ceeding George Rath as Bishop of the diocese in 1979. His episcopal 

ministry was controversial from the start. He faced opposition to his sup-

port for the ordination of women, and even more when he ordained the 

first openly gay male priest in the Episcopal Church — the first of more 

than 30 such priests in Newark diocese by the time he retired in 2000. 
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Although his liberalism was welcomed by many, and he attracted tal-

ented clergy to the diocese because of it, there was also an above-

average decline in the numbers attending Episcopal churches, due in 

some measure, but not entirely, to his uncompromising convictions. 

He was a prolific author with two dozen or so books published be-

tween 1973 and 2018. As a member of the radical Jesus Seminar, he ad-

dressed the use and abuse of scripture in Christian preaching and 

teaching with exegesis and commentary invariably provocative and 

sometimes almost gratuitously tendentious. Testing to its limits biblical 

testimony to, for example, the virgin birth and Jesus’s bodily resurrec-

tion was one thing, but denying the very existence of Judas Iscariot 

and making authoritative claims for St Paul’s homosexuality were 

something else. 

Reputable biblical scholars queued up to challenge and even pour 

scorn on his status as one of their number. That said, he did have the 

grit-in-the-oyster effect of causing students of scripture in both Church 

and academy to revisit established interpretations, if only to try and 

prove him wrong. 

His marriage to Joan in 1952 ended with her death in 1988. He is sur-

vived by his three daughters, and Christine, whom he married in 1990, 

and who was his constant companion on extensive preaching and 

teaching tours after his retirement. 

If a more diverse, inclusive, self-critical, and humanitarian Church is 

what floats your boat, then, by rocking it, John Shelby Spong will have 

helped to float it — but the question whether he did so at the expense 

of holing it beneath the theological waterline will continue to divide 

opinion. 
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Angela Tilby: Spong was attacking a caricature - by Angela 

Tilby  

AFTER his death on 12 September (News, 17 September), I set myself to 

read Bishop John Shelby Spong’s 2009 book, Eternal Life: A New Vision: 

Beyond religion, beyond theism, beyond heaven and hell (HarperOne). It 

is a rather wonderful book in some ways, composed in his late seventies, 

but full of energy, fluency, and passion as he looks back over a long life 

of teaching, ministry, and writing. His main theme is death, and what we 

can hope for when we speak of eternal life. 

For decades, Jack Spong was the voice of progressive Christianity in the 

United States and beyond, pitting science and reason against not only 

biblical fundamentalism, but any kind of creed-based faith. In 2010, in 

imitation of Martin Luther, he called for a new Reformation, nailing his 

“12 theses” to the internet, in which he denounced theism, the incarna-

tion, the Virgin birth, miracles, the atonement, the empty tomb, and the 

ascension. Finally, he condemned any prejudice against human beings 

on the basis of race, gender, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

Spong’s first experience of Christianity was of biblical fundamentalism, 

and he never got over his rage against the inhumanity of the teaching 

that he absorbed as a child. Even when he joined the Episcopal Church, 

he rebelled again, this time against the authority of the Church, and its 

history of creeds and councils. This seems ironic, given that, as a bishop, 

he came to embody that authority. (But, then, think of John Robinson, and 

even Richard Holloway). 

Spong was a self-confessed “left-brainer,” freely acknowledging that his 

ideas were driven by fact, logic, evidence, and data. Whatever the vir-

tues of that approach, I think that it made him impervious to the elusive                  

quality of religious language. He never seemed to see the whole picture: 

the “right-brain” vision that depends on metaphor, imagination, and              

humility. 

But there is no denying that he was a master of rhetoric. Reading his last 

book, I felt driven on by his endless questions, breathless for a                             
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satisfactory denouement. But, in the end, I found nothing much. God is 

within. Mysticism has the answer. Eternity is now. I had read it all before, 

more profoundly in Paul Tillich, more tentatively in John Robinson, and 

more sharply in Don Cupitt. But Cupitt followed the logic of his convic-

tions and left Christian worship; Spong stayed on. 

Spong’s supporters loved his deconstructionist approach to belief, but, 

by the end of his last book, I’m afraid I found it only irritating. I am sure 

that he was a good man, a pastoral priest, a warm friend. But the faith that 

he attacked seems to me to be a caricature of what Christians actually 

believe. His writings show him to be attached to the idea of the divine   

image in humanity, but, shorn of belief in God, this strikes me as rather 

sentimental. I find it difficult to find such a reductionist Christianity                  

plausible, or even interesting.  

 

Absent overseas visitors force staff cuts in Westminster 

and St Paul’s 

-By REBECCA PAVELEY 

REDUCED working hours for staff and further redundancies have been 

announced at Westminster Abbey, as it continues to grapple with the  

fallout from the pandemic and the collapse in overseas visitor numbers. 

The majority of the abbey’s staff have been asked to accept reduced 

working hours to cut the wage bill, but there is to be a further round of 

redundancies this autumn, on top of the 20-per-cent cut in staff suffered 

last year. 

The Dean and Chapter repeated the phrase that they have used through-

out the pandemic, saying that it was “a matter of deep regret . . . that we 

must take these steps”. Opening hours and worship will not be affected 

by the cut in staff hours, they said. 

Although visitors have returned, the continued absence of overseas   

tourists in particular has affected heritage buildings in London,                             

including the abbey and St Paul’s Cathedral. More than 90 per cent of the 
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abbey’s income comes from its entrance fee, as does two-thirds of St 

Paul’s. 

In a statement, the abbey said: “Though we are starting to see visitors 

return to the Abbey, it will take many months for visitor numbers to start 

growing again. It is likely to be some years before they approach any-

thing like the 1.34 million we welcomed in the year to September 2019. 

“We have sustained significant financial losses. In the autumn of last 

year, we had no choice but to bring our expenditure into line with a sig-

nificantly reduced level of income for the foreseeable future. We made 

good progress in reducing operating and project costs, but the neces-

sary restructuring programme involved redundancies. 

“The financial challenges facing the Abbey continued into 2021, and 

now we have no choice but to ask most of our staff to accept reduced 

working hours for a while in an effort to reduce our wage bill. We shall 

also implement another small number of redundancies.” 

As a Royal Peculiar, the Abbey is not eligible for funding from the 

Church Commissioners. St Paul’s Cathedral, which is, said earlier this 

year that it might have to close its doors owing to the loss of income 

from tourism. This week, a spokesperson said that it was continuing to 

look for other sources of funding to sustain it, as visitor numbers                   

remained low. It received £3.3 million from the Government’s Culture 

Recovery Fund, but this covered only its essential running costs for a 

limited period of time. 

St Paul’s put the majority of its staff on furlough, but also made almost 25 

per cent of staff redundant during the pandemic. All remaining staff 

have now returned from furlough, the spokesperson said. 

“The Covid-19 pandemic has had a huge impact on St Paul’s Cathedral, 

alongside many other churches and businesses in the UK. We rely on 

visitor income to cover our essential costs, therefore closures and                      

reduced tourist numbers resulted in a significant drop in income. 

“In order to see us through lockdown, we maximised the use of the          

Government’s furlough scheme, used our reserves, and sadly had to go 
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through a restructuring process leading to redundancies. However, with 

the end of furlough, we have reopened for normal services, and are    

welcoming back all our staff and visitors to the Cathedral. We continue 

to review all possible sources of funding, and other ways to generate      

income into 2021 and into the future.” 

It is understood that the cathedral has just secured a bank loan for £5 

million. 

Outside the capital, Exeter Cathedral was forced to lose 16 staff during 

the lockdown, and put many of its staff on furlough. Most staff returned 

last summer, when the cathedral reopened, but two remained on             

part-time furlough until the end of the scheme last month, the Dean, the 

Very Revd Jonathan Greener, said. The cathedral was “immensely     

grateful for the furlough scheme, as we faced financial disaster”. 

Exeter Cathedral has also benefited from the Culture Recovery Fund, 

and secured funding from the Church Commissioners and other          

grant-making bodies, to help see it through lockdowns. A rush of         

tourists to the West Country this summer also boosted visitor numbers, 

although overseas visitors were still absent. 

“As a medium-size cathedral, we are not as reliant on visitor incomes as 

a very large cathedral, and it has not been as bad for us as others. I am 

very grateful for where we are. The people of Devon have been very 

generous and have shown us how much they care about the cathedral, 

and want it to survive. 

“Though we aren’t flush with cash now, we are in a viable position.           

However, if there were another lockdown, that would be a huge             

setback.” 

A spokesman for Church House, Westminster, said that, although            

cathedrals are still facing challenges, plans are in place for their            

recovery. 
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Welby in Egypt: Christians and Muslims must work togeth-

er for peace 

- By GERALD BUTT 

The Archbishop of Alexandria, Dr Samy Fawzy, with Archbishop Welby in 

All Saints’ Cathedral, Cairo 

THE Archbishop of Canterbury has urged Christians and Muslims to 

work together in the cause of peace, acknowledging that, at times in the 

past, Christians had failed to live up to the ideals of their faith in encoun-

ters with Islam. 

Archbishop Welby’s call came in a sermon at All Saints’ Cathedral, Cairo, 

during a service of thanksgiving for the new Anglican/Episcopal                     

Province of Alexandria. 

“Christians are to be part of a Church that is told to conquer with love 

and peace,” he said. “Never, never with a sword, a bomb, or a plot. Either 

Christians demonstrate the truth of God or they demonstrate nothing by 

the quality of their lives. 

“And I say to our dear friends from the Islamic community: how often 

have Christians got this wrong. Our history is one of the tragic sin of 

force. Let us be people of peace together.” 

The new Province of Alexandria, Archbishop Welby said, “covers a huge 

area, from the waves of the Atlantic to the beaches of the Red Sea and the 

Indian Ocean. It has a history of learning, looks south into Africa and east 

to the Holy Lands, north to Europe. A thousand years ago, this area pre-

served medicine and learning. Today, Egypt has again found its historic 

place as a place of meeting, of refuge.” 

The Archbishop of Alexandria, Dr Samy Fawzy, was installed earlier this 

year; the service for the launch of the Province was postponed because 

of the pandemic. The Province of Alexandria, headed by Egypt,                            

incorporates nine other countries: Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Mauritania, 

Chad, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia. 

Archbishop Welby said that the diversity in the new Province reflected 
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that of the Anglican Church as a whole, and went on: “We are to be a 

Church that is full of difference. In this Province, you are to be united 

from the villages of Gambella to the apartments and towns of Cairo and 

Egypt, to the luxurious hotels on the Mediterranean coast. We are to be 

one, with our differences.” 

On his arrival in Egypt, Archbishop Welby visited the ancient monastery 

of St Macarius, in Wadi Natrun, 60 miles north-west of Cairo. He wrote on 

Twitter that it was inspiring to begin his visit at a monastery “founded in 

360 AD. Very moving to pray in this ancient place. . . Excellent spiritual 

conversation with the monks here.” 

The Archbishop then visited the Harpur Memorial Hospital, in Menouf, 

which was founded in 1910 by an Irish missionary, Dr Frank Harpur. The 

Archbishop opened a new wing for the pre-term-infants nursery. In a 

speech, he referred to the fact that, before the founding of the hospital, 

Dr Harpur had treated poor Egyptians from a boat on the Nile — “a 

beautiful symbol that reminds us of stories from the Bible such as Noah’s 

Ark and the story of Moses.” 

“The diocese of Egypt runs this excellent hospital,” he wrote on Twitter, 

“and it’s an example of the role that Anglicans play in healthcare in 

many countries. Christ’s love in action.” 

During his four-day visit to Egypt, Archbishop Welby had meetings with 

a range of religious leaders, including the head of the Coptic Orthodox 

Church, Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria. He wrote on Twitter that he was 

“very glad to have this time of conversation and prayer with him today. 

We give thanks for our beloved brothers and sisters in the Coptic 

Church and their faithful witness to Jesus Christ.” 

Accompanied by Dr Fawzy, Archbishop Welby had talks with the Grand 

Mufti of Egypt, Shawky Allam, and Ahmed al-Tayeb, Grand Sheikh of                       

al-Azhar, the main seat of Sunni Islamic scholarship. “At this time of 

great crises in our world,” the Archbishop wrote after the meeting, “it’s 

especially important that we keep building bridges of friendship across 

different faiths. Grateful for the Grand Imam of al-Azhar’s deep commit-
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ment to this vision.” 

During a press conference at All Saints’ Cathedral, Archbishop Welby 

was asked about a developing crisis between Egypt and Ethiopia over 

the construction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam on the Blue 

Nile (News, 6 August). Egyptians fear that the dam could threaten the 

flow of Nile water into Egypt on which the country is overwhelmingly  

reliant. Talks involving Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan have failed to re-

solve differences on this issue. 

Archbishop Welby said that water resources were not the sole property 

of individual countries, and he appealed “to the Ethiopian government 

to show that they will use the dam responsibly, caring for their neigh-

bours downstream. Please show that this dam is not a reason to                       

worry.” 

 

When it comes to climate change, we need to look earth-

ward — not to the heavens — for the solution  

- By Luke Bretherton and Ryan Juskus 

Next month, world leaders will gather in Glasgow for the UN Climate 

Change Conference (COP26). The UK government is hosting the gath-

ering. In a jaunty-looking document, it explains COP26 to the public. 

Like much discussion of climate change, the document looks heaven-

ward to describe and explain the problem. Indeed, use of the term 

“climate change” directs our gaze to the sky. Often such talk is accom-

panied by images of faraway ice caps and technical language like 

“CO2 emissions”. 

The phrase “climate change” frames the problem to be solved in highly 

abstract and distant terms. Climate is something we cannot see or 

touch. We need scientists and data points to reveal it and tell us what is 

happening. But even when we understand what is going on, it seems 

out of our control. Solutions to climate change are framed as beyond 

the scope of ordinary citizens: solving the problem is the work of                 

governments, enlightened billionaires, and highly trained specialists. 
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Yet in many ways, climate change — both the problem and the solution — 

is happening right in our backyards, in places we can and do control. 

A scriptural way of framing human-made global warming counsels us 

looking earthward, not heavenward, for a solution. In the language of 

Genesis, the human (in Hebrew, ’adām) is made of the soil (’adămā). As 

Spirit-breathed soil, humans are created out of the same ground shared 

by all beings, animate and inanimate alike. To care for and cultivate the 

soil is at the same time to care for and cultivate what it means to be hu-

man. Leviticus and Deuteronomy legislate that just as the soil gives gen-

erously of its fruit, so humans are to respond generously to the land, giv-

ing it Sabbath rest and cherishing the created world around them. The 

Prophets declare that failure to treat the land with respect causes it to 

mourn and requires repentance. 

Abstract talk of climate change masks how environmental changes are 

caused by burning carbon extracted from the earth. A scriptural view of 

the issue demands seeing the problem as first and foremost one of how 

we treat the soil. And the soil bears the scars of how we mistreat each 

other. 

Human-induced global warming is not only a problem of how we relate 

to the soil, but also of how we treat our neighbours. For example, the soil 

quality in North Carolina, where we both live, is negatively affected by 

the lasting effects of plantation and industrial farming practices — prac-

tices that exploit land and people alike. 

Scripture directs us to look not heavenward but earthward, cherishing 

the land and the people where we live. Extractive industries and pollut-

ing forms of energy production are not distant problems. They are sited 

in the communities where we live and work. We directly experience their 

toxic effects on our health and landscapes. 

In response, ordinary citizens are closing down such ventures. For                    

example, in El Salvador, a broad-based movement in which the Catholic 

Church played a key role in generating a moratorium on industrial gold  
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mining. Closer to where we live, a similarly broad-based movement, in-

cluding Rev. William Barber II of the Poor People’s Campaign and other 

faith leaders, successfully defeated the Atlantic Coast Pipeline, which 

would have pumped fracked natural gas through largely African Ameri-

can, Native, and low-income communities. 

Ordinary citizens are also finding solutions to seemingly insoluble prob-

lems by figuring out how to live in more just and generous ways with the 

land. For example, in response to industrialised, extractive, and dehu-

manising farming practices, the movement for regenerative farming in 

the UK mixes agriculture with fostering biodiversity. 

Likewise, “nature-based solutions” to urban design replace the “gray in-

frastructure” of concrete and steel with “green and blue infrastructure” 

such as wetlands, woods, parks, and ponds. These approaches help re-

duce harm from flooding, air pollution, and heat islands that are simulta-

neously public health, social equity, and environmental problems. 

These are hopeful, more earthward responses to a warming planet. We 

can begin them here and now without waiting for global leaders to 

agree. 

Luke Bretherton is Robert E. Cushman Distinguished Professor of Moral 

and Political Theology at Duke University 

Ryan Juskus is Postdoctoral Fellow in the Program in Environment and 

Sustainability at Wake Forest University. 

 

Between bond and breach: The covenantal theology of 

Leonard Cohen  

  - By Marcia Pally 

 With the recent cascade of fires and floods, wars and pestilence, it has 

become something of a cliché to make arch remarks about the arrival of 

the apocalypse. And yet, there is something deeply concerning about 

this time. One would be forgiven for feeling that one has fulfilled the              

requirements for a course on the Book of Revelation after watching the 
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we got here, the poet and soothsayer Leonard Cohen may have some-

thing to offer. The fifth anniversary of his death falls on 7 November 

2021 — going by the Hebrew lunar calendar, it’s 12 October. 

Any attentive listener to Cohen’s music, or sensitive reader of his poet-

ry, will soon discern that his aesthetic vision was underpinned by a rich 

ontology and theology. According to Cohen, our lives habitually ignore 

what makes the world work — and it is this studied ignorance that lands 

us in the kind of malaise in which we now find ourselves. But the diag-

nosis is the easy part. For Cohen, the hard part is coming to grips with 

the question: why has transcendent source of all things created us so 

prone to violate the fundaments of creation? Cohen would not entertain 

free-will theodicies as either an answer or a solace. Such explanations 

only kick the fundamental problem down the road. 

“Speaking to eternity” 

Cohen’s theological understanding of the “being of things” begins with 

covenant: first with Adam, and then Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 

then down through the history of this wayward species. According to 

the Jewish tradition which Cohen explored throughout his life, covenant 

is a foundational commitment with the transcendent and with other per-

sons — particularly with women, whom Cohen regarded both sexually, 

and, following the Lurianic kabbalist tradition, as a portal to spiritual 

union with the transcendent. Cohen called the transcendent “God”. As 

he wrote in his 1984 Book of Mercy, “How beautiful our heritage, to have 

this way of speaking to eternity.” 

These two bonds — with God and among persons — are, for Cohen, in-

separable and intertwined. Covenantal commitment to world is part of 

covenant with God, and covenant with God sustains us in commitment 

to world. Thinking one can have bond with God absent care for persons 

gets you the ire of the prophets. Don’t think only of the intemperate 

Amos or Jeremiah; there is also the soberminded Proverbs: “To do what 

is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than [ritual] sacri-

fice” (21:3). 
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According to Cohen’s Jewish ontology, we are not complete, autono-

mous, separate persons who happen to opt for relationships. Rather, 

we become who we are precisely through our relationships. We flour-

ish by seeing and seeing to our neighbours — those close to us and 

those further away along our paths of global interconnectedness. “My 

very uniqueness”, as Emmanuel Lévinas once put it, in language strik-

ingly resonant with that of Cohen, “lies in the responsibility for the 

other man.” 

Cohen’s Book of Mercy is a modern psalter, in which he described his 

bond with God like this: “Not knowing where to go, I go to you. Not 

knowing where to turn, I turn to you. Not knowing how to speak, I 

speak to you. Not knowing what to hold, I bind myself to you.” Not only 

the divine, but also the entwined covenant with other persons runs 

through his work. So, in his 1973 song, “Please Don’t Pass Me By”: 

I brushed up against the man in front of me.                                                                        

I felt a cardboard placard on his back …                                                                              

it said “Please don’t pass me by —                                                                                              

I am blind, but you can see —                                                                                                  

I’ve been blinded totally —                                                                                               

Please don’t pass me by.” 

Passing others by precludes seeing and seeing to them. It makes us 

blind and forecloses attending to our connection with others, however 

close or attenuated. Or consider the language of Cohen’s 1967 song 

“Suzanne”: 

And you want to travel with her, and you want to travel blind                                        

And you know that you can trust her                                                                                 

For she’s touched your perfect body with her mind. 

The woman moves the narrator from the sexual and corporeal to mind 

and spirit. At age 82, in the last group of songs he composed before 

his death, Cohen was still writing of a woman whose breasts “opened 

to me urgently / Like lilies from the dead”. As Pamela Erens put it, 

“The descriptions of the female body could be written only by some-
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one who adores its every form.” 

Cohen brought the bonds of the entwined covenant together frequent-

ly in crafting images that can be read simultaneously as speaking of 

God and of commitment to another person. In “Come Healing”, he 

writes of the entwined covenants even more directly: 

The Heart beneath is teaching                                                                                          

To the broken Heart above …                                                                                      

Come healing of the Altar                                                                                                 

Come healing of the Name 

The heart “beneath” in the covenantal relations of the world “teaches” 

covenantal love to God’s broken heart above. Covenant is bottom up as 

well as top down. In the Jewish tradition, “Name” is one way to refer-

ence God. Thus, Cohen notes the exchange of healing that comes of 

the human altar-ritual as it reaches “up” to God and the healing that 

comes of the Name, God, as it reaches “down” to world. Thus, the en-

twined covenant. 

And yet, we breach covenant daily — with God and in our interperson-

al and political lives. As covenant is the foundation of the cosmos, its 

breach disturbs the workings of the world. That’s how we got to this 

place of war, pestilence, fire, and flood. We fracture the structure that 

holds the world. 

“Looks like freedom but it feels like death” 

What gets in the way of keeping covenant? Everything human. We fol-

low after the call of Babylon and Boogie Street — two themes that run 

through Cohen’s work. As he once explained in an interview with Terry 

Gross, “Boogie Street is a way to describe our lives. We go up a moun-

tain or into a hole [to spiritual retreats] but most of the time we’re hus-

tling on Boogie Street.” We are inconstant with God and ignore, aban-

don, and aggress against each other because we think some self-

interest is better than relationship and covenantal regard. We find fifty 

ways to leave our lovers out of fear of commitment, fear that our auton-

omy and independence will be compromised by relational ties. Cohen 
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knew he failed the covenant, per-

sistently — desirous of relationship 

with God and persons, yet unable 

to sustain these very relationships. 

Fearful of being subsumed, he 

bolted. Repeatedly. 

This double failing — abandoning 

God and persons — brought Co-

hen to his lifelong argument with 

God: why did God make us rela-

tional and yet so easily able to sev-

er the relationships we need? In 

“Lover Lover Lover”, Cohen has 

God explain the world this way: “I 

locked you in this body / I meant it 

as a kind of trial.” God made us for 

committed love yet gave us bodies 

— wandering desires — which be-

tray that very love. What kind of 

“trial” is that? Indeed, what kind of 

God? 

In his personal life, the yo-yo of 

love and flight left Cohen a man 

who found even serial monogamy 

constraining. “I needed so much / 

to have nothing to touch, / I’ve al-

ways been greedy that way”, he 

wrote in “Night Comes On”, one of 

his most self-revealing songs. If 

feminine beauty, like God’s grace, 

is too great in its awesome dazzle, 

one must protect oneself lest it 

subsume one and take control. In 

short, one must flee. Or we think 

we must. As Cohen told Alberto 

Manzano in 1988, “The condition 

that most elevates us is the condi-

tion that most annihilates us, that 

somehow the destruction of the 

ego is involved with love.” 

At age sixty-three, Cohen con-

fessed to journalist Stina Lundberg 

Dabowski, “I had wonderful love 

but I did not give back wonderful 

love … I was obsessed with some 

fictional sense of separation.” He 

said much the same in Nick 

Broomfield’s documentary, Mari-

anne & Leonard: Words of Love: “A 

large part of my life was escaping 

… so it was a selfish life … people 

close to me suffered because I was 

always leaving.” He could be a lot 

less polite about this sense of con-

finement, of suffocation. In the po-

em “O Wife Unmasked”, Cohen 

wailed: “Claustrophobia! Bullshit! 

Air! Air! Is there an antidote to this 

mustard gas of domestic spirit-

ism?” 

Yet in writing about his “greedy” 

self-protection, Cohen knew it was 

a fault: his fault, our fault, never a 

strength. We kill ourselves off by it. 

In “Closing Time”, Cohen grasps 

the paradox of the human condi-

tion: “Looks like freedom but it 

feels like death.” We cannot stay 
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with love because we fear its murder of the self, so we choose “freedom” 

— which feels like death. And that’s the power of Cohen’s laceratingly 

self-aware imagery: a vivisection of his soul. 

“Democracy is coming …” 

Cohen’s political writings continue the theme of broken covenant. Aban-

donment, poverty, and war are breaches of covenant in the public sphere, 

in our paths of local and global connection. We don’t evade bonds with 

God, lovers, and in politics in seriatim, but rather all at once because 

they are connected — the entwined covenant. 

Cohen’s 1992 song “Democracy” is a template for his political thinking. 

He begins with our political betrayals and aggression but moves to the 

graver ill — lost prayer, grace, and covenant, here expressed as the Ser-

mon on the Mount: 

It’s coming through a hole in the air                                                                              

From those nights in Tiananmen Square …                                                                 

From the wars against disorder                                                                                     

From the sirens night and day                                                                                        

From the fires of the homeless                                                                                        

From the ashes of the gay 

Democracy is coming to the USA. 

From the struggles against tyranny and with the police, poverty,                     

homelessness, and prejudice, something of democracy may rise. But then 

Cohen goes deeper, to the spiritual: 

from the staggering account                                                                                                 

of the Sermon on the Mount …                                                                                    

From the wells of disappointment                                                                               

Where the women kneel to pray …                                                                                 

Democracy is coming to the USA. 

The political covenant of democracy will emerge from the covenants 

preached in Jesus’s sermon, remembered in prayer, and promised in 

grace — if it comes at all. But if we betray and ignore these bonds, little 
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remains to hold the world together. 

And that’s how we got to where we 

are now. 

“I’m ready, my Lord” 

Was there a conclusion? Did Cohen 

come to some resolution of his 

struggle with God over our cove-

nant breaches? Not resolution, but 

perhaps an understanding of the 

entwinedness of covenant and an 

acceptance of a certain aporia. The 

title song of Cohen’s last song col-

lection, You Want It Darker, begins 

with Cohen’s signature derisive ad-

dress to God: 

If you are the dealer, I’m out of the 

game                                                                          

If you are the healer, it means I’m 

broken and lame                                                        

If thine is the glory then mine must 

be the shame. 

Cohen confronts God: if you creat-

ed this world, then count me out of 

your miserable creation. Why 

should I be broken in shame while 

you are in glory? The refrain con-

tinues the charge: 

Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy 

name                                                                         

Vilified, crucified, in the human 

frame                                                                              

A million candles burning for the 

help that never came.                                            

You want it darker. We kill the 

flame. 

The first line — “Magnified, sancti-

fied, be thy holy name” — is from 

the Hebrew prayer for the dead, 

used in Cohen’s work for the first 

time in this collection, released 

three weeks before his death. He is 

sarcastic: this is the God we magni-

fy and sanctify — a God who allows 

vilification and crucifixion and 

whose help never comes? Why lay 

our souls in his hands? 

The last line of the refrain staggers 

the mind and faith: God, for his un-

known reasons, wants life dark. 

How dark? A later verse takes us to 

the damage we do: “I didn’t know I 

had permission / to murder and to 

maim / You want it darker / We kill 

the flame.” We, God’s dependent 

creatures, do the dirty work of mur-

dering and maiming. We were cre-

ated capable of doing so. Only a 

perverse God wants it darker and 

makes his creatures kill the flame. 

The second part of the refrain, how-

ever, puts an end to this ire. It turns 

to God, whom we do not under-

stand. But there are no other gods, 

as Cohen acknowledges: the first 

and second commandments. The 
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aporia must be lived with; there is no other living. Hence Cohen sings, 

“Hineni, hineni, I’m ready, my Lord.” 

Hineni is Hebrew for “I am here, present, for you”. It is a pledge of com-

mitment to God. It is Abraham’s response to God when he is asked to 

sacrifice his son Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19). But it is also Abraham’s re-

sponse to Isaac himself and to the angel who stops the sacrifice-that-

wasn’t-to-be. Abraham is present, in covenant, with them all: to the per-

son of Isaac, as to the angelic and divine. The entwined nature of cove-

nant is why the sacrifice was never to be. Sacrificing Isaac, breaking 

covenant with him, would not demonstrate bond with God. It would end 

it. 

Cohen, in invoking this Abrahamic hineni, assents to the entwined com-

mitments to God and persons. Covenant with one is at once covenant 

with the other. This is God’s creation. Rending one covenant rends them 

all, and thus the relations that hold the world together. We will flounder 

through fire, plague, and flood until we stop the rending. 

Three weeks before he died, after a life of ricocheting between bond 

and breach, Cohen answers God with “Hineni”, I am here, present for 

you. This is Cohen in relationship, who understands that God is the heal-

er whom he sought and resisted throughout life — and that God is now 

taking him out of it. 

Professor Marcia Pally teaches at New York University and held the 

Mercator Professorship in the Theology Faculty of Humboldt                

University, Berlin. Her most recent books are From This Broken Hill I 

Sing to You: God, Sex, and Politics in the Work of Leonard Cohen, Mime-

sis and Sacrifice: Applying Girard’s Mimetic Theory Across the                          

Disciplines, and Commonwealth and Covenant: Economics, Politics, and 

Theologies of Relationality, which was selected by the United Nations 

Committee on Education for Justice for worldwide distribution and was 

nominated for a Grawemeyer Award in religion. 
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The Trading Table will not be able to take place at present due to the COVID 

restrictions. I have had people wanting to buy the many jams, marmalades 

and chutneys that I have been busy preparing during the lockdown. I have 

decided the best way to help everyone get a chance to buy the goodies is to 

pre-order and I will have your parcel ready to collect after the service. I will 

list the 46 varieties of goodies that are available for you to choose from. 

Butters 

Lemon & Lime, Lemon,  Lemon Lime & Passion fruit 

Chutneys/Pickles 

Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw Chutney, Choko Chutney, Green Pawpaw 

Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce 

Jams 

Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam, Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Plum Jam, 

Peach & Plum Jam, Crab Apple Jelly, Guava Jelly, Apple Jelly, Quince Jelly, 

Lilly Pilly Jelly, Strawberry Jam, Raspberry Jam, Blueberry Jam, Apricot,  

Apricot & Pineapple Jam, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce 

Marmalades 

Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon with Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime & Gin-

ger, Cumquat, Cumquat Moroccan Style, Orange, Orange & Rum & Raisin, 

Blood Orange, Seville Orange, Orange & Rum, Orange & Coriander & Gin-

ger, Orange & Lemon, Orange & Lemon with Ginger, Orange & Passionfruit 

Jelly  Orange & Apricot,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Grape-

fruit, Ruby Grapefruit & Pomegranate, Chai Spice Grapefruit  

Spinach 

Bunches of spinach will also be available 

If you would like anything please contact me either by email, text or phone 

with your order. There are only a few jars available for some of the varieties. 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon! 

Pam Brock 

pambrock@hotmail.com, 97473619 or 0402547892 

 

Click & Collect Trading 

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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Taizé Pilgrimage of  Trust - The NSW Ecumenical Council 

is                         inviting you to a Taizé Prayer on Zoom 

You are invited to join us on Zoom for a  Prayer for Creation using the 

Songs of Taizé  on Friday 22 October 2021 at 7.00pm Sydney time. 

Brothers Ghislain and Matthew from the Taizé Community in France will 

be with us. 

Music led by Tricia Watts and friends 

Join Zoom   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84219218097 

Meeting ID: 842 1921 8097 

Enquiries: The Rev. Paul Weaver; E: psweaver@optusnet.com.au 

The Rev. Dr Ray Williamson; E: raymondkwilliamson@yahoo.com 

 

ANGLICANS TOGETHER AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of Anglicans Together will be held at 7pm 

Thursday 4 November 2021 via Zoom. Financial Members who wish to 

attend the AGM should email the Secretary atad-

min@anglicanstogether.organd a Zoom link for the meeting will be 

emailed to you in due course. Financial members may vote and stand 

for election to the Committee. We are planning, after formalities are con-

cluded, to break into smaller “chat groups”, to which you are invited to 

bring your drink and nibbles, for informal discussion—some trigger 

questions will be provided to aid discussion. The pre-Synod briefing 

usually connected to our AGMs will not be held as Synod is now 

planned to start on 28 Feb (for just 3 days). We hope to be able to meet 

in person for that purpose just prior to Synod. 

 

OUTDOORS…  
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 Job 38.1-7; Psalm 104.1-10, 26; 

 Hebrews 5.1-10; Mark  10.35-45  

The first two lines of the Servant Song (found in To-

gether in Song) are “Brother, sister let me serve you, 

let me be as Christ to you”. Serving through acts of 

kindness does not expect anything in return. The acts 

of kindness are done with humility – “…and whoever 

wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve...” (Mark 10:44-45). The Song also reminds us 

“that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.”. 

 Pray that we will respond to each other with compassion and kindness,                   

reflecting the love of Jesus. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of  Korea, 

the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe. 

Text: John Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans © Anglican Board of Mission, 

2021 

St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 
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God of glory, God beyond all praising, we come to you in our prayers and in 

our perplexity, with all our questions and all our problems, but in the certain 

hope that you hold the world in your hands.  

We pray for your church, that guided by your Spirit it may not grow weary in 

the proclamation of the gospel of Christ and serve as a beacon of hope to a 

broken and suffering world. Today we ask for wisdom for Kanishka our 

Archbishop, Michael our Bishop and James our Rector, as they seek to lead a 

church emerging from lockdown, especially tending to those who are fearful.  

Lord in your mercy,                                                                                                     

hear our prayer.       

Give us hearts filled with love for your creation so that our words and deeds 

bear witness to the unending care you have for the whole earth. Encourage 

nations to work together for the sake of all people. Raise up leaders who are 

advocates of peace and justice. Give wisdom to Scott our Prime Minister, 

Dominic our Premier, the premiers of all states, and those in all levels of 

government, that they may make the wisest decisions in leading our country 

in these uncertain times. 

Lord in your mercy,                                                                                                 

hear our prayer.       

Reveal the depth of your grace and healing power to all who suffer including 

those with chronic illnesses, all experiencing depression, despair, fear or 

anxiety and those facing financial hardship that they may be surrounded by 

Christ’s love and comfort. 

We pray too for those on our parish prayer list:  

Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; Anthony Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; 

June Cameron; Malcom Green; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, Carol Kroger,                   

Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister & 

Sally Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane Smith; Margaret 

Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie; Geoff Voller and Bob Woods. 

Lord in your mercy,                                                                                                                

hear our prayer.       

INTERCESSIONS 17 October 2021 St Paul’s Burwood 
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We commend to you those who have died that they may rest in that place 

where there is no pain or grief but life eternal.                                                                            

And we continue to trust in your merciful keeping those whose year’s mind 

occurs at this time. We pray especially for:                                                                              

Fr David Williams, Chris Ackerman, Ronald Victor Hillier, Trevor William 

Carey and Jeanne MacPherson.  

Lord in your mercy,                                                                                                   

hear our prayer.       

[PRIEST] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.                                                                

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,                                                    

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Week Ahead... 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 18th October – Luke, Evangelist and Martyr  

 Tuesday 19th October - Henry Martyn, Missionary and Bible Translator in  

      India and Persia (d.1812)  

 Saturday 23rd October - James of Jerusalem, brother of Our Lord, martyr  

       (d.c.62) 
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