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During this lockdown period we cannot meet together, but we 

want to stay in contact with everyone. We are sending out the 

newsletter, orders of service and a message from Fr James to 

everyone who has access to the internet. These electronic mail 

outs are sent out each Friday afternoon. For those of you who do 

not have access to the internet we are sending out copies of the 

newsletter, service sheets and Fr James’ message by post also 

on Fridays. 

If you know anyone who is missing out please contact us in the 

office 97474327 or by office email as on the back of the                 

Newsletter so they can be included. 
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I am 
who I am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



3 

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora  Nation  
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Proverbs 31.10-31               The First Reading      Esther 7.1-6,9-10,9.20-22                          
Ps 1                                               The Psalm                   Ps 124                                                                 
James 3.2-12                           The Epistle                James 5.12-20                                        
Mark 9.30-37                           The Gospel                  Mark 9.38-50            
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PARISH PANTRY  

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                           
Donations                        

please use this account                   
details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 
Church 

BSB:    032 062                               
Account #:            250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            
AND For Community Choir                     

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       
BSB:        032 062                                                 
Account #:        812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving: $1655 

Parish Pantry: $315 

National Trust: $10 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$1980 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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GENEROUS DONATONS 
This last week has seen some                                    

incredible generosity. We have some 

wonderful friends, each of whom do 

their bit to help keep the pantry                 

running.  

URM – United Resources                     

Management - delivered a whole                  

pallet of food; groceries that we have 

on our wish list. As you can see from 

the photographs there was a lot to              

unload and then to shelve ready for 

packing. 

URM Truck  

Fr James and Jay                          

unloading the URM Truck 
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Two pallets of an All purpose cleaner were delivered courtesy of the ADF 

from a group called Good 360. A new group for us, but one that will                  

continue to support us into the future. 

 

Mark & Eugene unloading and shelving the URM delivery  
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Where are They Now? 

Due to our Lunchtime Recital Series currently being on hold, each fortnight we 

will be profiling some former recitalists. 

The week’s artist is Brian Kim, a flautist who first came to my attention at Trinity 

Grammar School in 2012 when he came to audition for a Music and Academic 

Scholarship. This was for entry to year 7. It was immediately evident that, at this 

young age, Brian’s technique and musicianship were of a maturity well beyond 

his years. He honoured his Scholarship commitments with great respect and 

outstanding performance. We wish him continuing success with his career. 

Sheryl Southwood OAM            David Russell                                         

Recital Convenor        Director of Mus 

Brian Kim – Flautist 

Despite the unprecedented changes and restrictions 

that have come about in the world including the music 

world, I had the amazing opportunity to be one of the 

solo flutists of the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra 

(Radion 

Sinfoniaorkesteri) this year. Whilst doing my last years 

of bachelors at the CNSMDP (Paris Conservatoire), I 

had won the audition at the end of 2020 and was part of 

this amazing orchestra for the Spring season of 2021. 

Once again due to the pandemic, the concerts were without audience and were 

broadcasted on national TV and for online streaming. Nevertheless, to even 

have the opportunity to continue making music with amazing musicians for 

people at home and around the world was such a blessing. We prepared 1-2  

programs each week and I had the chance to play with some of the most re-

nowned conductors and soloists in Europe. Some orchestral highlights include 

working and playing multiple concerts without previous chief conductor Hannu 

Lintu, playing the “4th Mendelssohn Symphony (Italian)” with our newly                 

appointed chief conductor Nicholas Collon and playing the Tchaikovsky 

“Rococo variations” with Tchaikovsky Competition winner, cellist Narek                

Hakhnazaryan. 

I was very fortunate to also play quite a bit of chamber music with the mem-

bers of our orchestra. Some fond memories include playing Ligeti’s “Six Bag-

atelles” as a wind quintet and Nico Muhly’s enticing work, “Doublespeak” for 

flute (and soprano  recorder), clarinet, percussion, glockenspiel, piano               
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violin and cello. Another quite chal-

lenging experience I now have the de-

light recalling, is when we recorded 

Thomas Larcher’s “Die Nacht der Ver-

lorenen” with Hannu Lintu and our in-

credible baritone soloist, Andrè 

Schuen. I had to juggle around the 

flute, piccolo and bass flute whilst tak-

ing in/out my earplugs and playing 

quarter tones on the piccolo! A chal-

lenging experience but also such a 

charming work that I will remember for 

avery long time. 

I can’t thank enough my wonderful   

colleagues at the Finnish Radio           

Symphony Orchestra who welcomed 

me so warmly and worked with me   

harmoniously. I was very lucky to be 

part of an orchestra that is made up of 

absolutely amazing players and staff, 

but more importantly some of the             

nicest people I’ve met in my life. I was 

extremely lucky to work in such a 

pleasant work environment and               

become great friends with many of my 

colleagues there. As Helsinki and                     

Finland in general were  relatively 

covid safe compared to most                        

European countries at the time, I had 

the opportunity to travel and explore 

the country and its culture, play lots of 

sports and hang out with my col-

leagues. These are such precious 

memories that have made a huge im-

pact on me as a musician and person, 

and those that I will remember                  

forever. 

Right now, I’m enjoying my “Summer” 

holidays here in Australia just having 

graduated my bachelors at the Paris 

Conservatoire. I’m making the most out 

of my break before I go back to Paris to 

start my Masters. With the lockdown 

here, I’ve been spending lots of time at 

home with my family and my dog, 

cooking some French cuisine that 

learned for them and getting up to a lot 

of exercise.” 

Dates of Performances at St 
Paul’s Burwood - Brian Kim 

• 27 August 2016 with pianist           

Bradley Gilchrist (works by 

Gaubert, Martin, Debussy &              

Godard)                                  

• 18 April 2017 with guitarist Ben 

Secrett (works by Tambourin, Giu-

liani, Ravel, Ibert & Piazzolla) 

• 15 July 2017 Sewol Remembrance 

Concert (organised by Brian to 

raise funds for the families of the 

South Korean Ferry Disaster ) 

• 19 June 2018 with pianist Jeremy 

So (works by Fauré, Mozart, De-

bussy, J.S. Bach & Bozza) 

• 2 July 2019 with pianist Catherine 

Davis (works by Mozart, Arnold, 

Vine & Widor) 

Mendelssohn Symphony 4 (Italian) 

https://yle.fi/aihe/

tapahtuma/2021/05/05/nicholas-collon

-sophie-bevan  

Tchaikovsky “Rococo Variations” 

https://yle.fi/aihe/

tapahtuma/2021/05/14/we-welcome-

narek-hakhnazaryan-13  

 

https://yle.fi/aihe/tapahtuma/2021/05/05/nicholas-collon-sophie-bevan
https://yle.fi/aihe/tapahtuma/2021/05/05/nicholas-collon-sophie-bevan
https://yle.fi/aihe/tapahtuma/2021/05/05/nicholas-collon-sophie-bevan
https://yle.fi/aihe/tapahtuma/2021/05/14/we-welcome-narek-hakhnazaryan-13
https://yle.fi/aihe/tapahtuma/2021/05/14/we-welcome-narek-hakhnazaryan-13
https://yle.fi/aihe/tapahtuma/2021/05/14/we-welcome-narek-hakhnazaryan-13
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FREE TO A GOOD HOME  
Since we now have                                             

air-conditioning in the church we 

no longer need all our                      

beautiful knitted and crocheted                    

blankets. We have given away a 

lot this winter through the pantry 

but we still have a lot left.                

Unfortunately we are not able to 

store them until next winter so if 

you would like any please let 

Rosemary know.  We have  given away some but we have a lot more left.  

You can ring the office number on 9747 4327 and leave a message if I’m 

not there or send me an email: rosemary@stpaulsburwood.org.au and 

I’ll put however many you would like away for you. 

Thanks 

Rosemary 

Professor the Rev’d Gary Bouma remembered 
Melbourne Anglican priest and leading international sociologist of                      

religion Emeritus Professor the Revd Gary Bouma died on 19 August, 

aged 79. 

In a message read out at Professor Bouma’s COVID-restricted funeral at 

St John’s East Malvern on 26 August, Archbishop Philip Freier offered 

deep thanks to God for his life and ministry, both as a priest and an                

academic. 

“His generous sharing of his ongoing research greatly challenged us all, 

yet more importantly gave much hope for the future,” Dr Freier’s                    

message said. 
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Prominent academic and commentator on international affairs Greg Barton 

delivered the eulogy, describing Professor Bouma as “much, much more 

than a scholar”. 

“He loved humanity and he showed us what it meant to be fully human,” 

Professor Barton, Research Professor and Chair of Global Islamic                      

Politics at the Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation 

at Monash University, said. “He was a humanist in the best sense of the 

word. 

“Gary’s religious faith and his interest in the lives and beliefs of others 

were bound up in a love of all creation and especially human beings in 

all their rich diversity.” 

The Revd John Baldock, former Vicar of East Malvern, knew Professor 

Bouma for 40 years, when both men were preparing for ordination in 

the Anglican Church. 

“I can hardly think of another Anglican in this country who has been 

such a consistent, well-informed, passionate voice calling the Church to 

be engaged in the complex issues and debates of the day,” he said. 

Professor Bouma was born into a Dutch Reformed family whose                          

involvement in the civil rights movement led to the Ku Klux Klan setting 

a flaming cross in their yard. 

Ordained a Presbyterian minister in the US in 1970, Gary Bouma came 

to Melbourne in 19 and was ordained in the Anglican Church in the 

early 1980s. 

He served as Assistant Curate at St John’s Toorak and as Assistant Priest 

at St Andrew’s Brighton, St Faith’s Burwood, St Martin’s Hawksburn and 

St Dunstan’s Camberwell, as well as Associate Priest at St George’s 

Flemington and at St John’s East Malvern and St Agnes Glen Huntly. 

Archbishop Freier wrote in a Clergy News bulletin announcing                     

Professor Bouma’s death that “Gary was called to a ‘’Pauline tent-

making ministry’, like St Paul, his service being of no financial burden 

to the Church”. 
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Among many accomplishments, Professor Bouma chaired the Board of 

the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Melbourne in 2009 and four 

years later was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for ser-

vices to the Academy, to Interreligious Relations and to the Anglican 

Church of Australia. 

In a tribute published in The Age, Monash University honoured him for 

his 42 years’ service there. 

“Professor Bouma was an eminent sociologist, a lifelong and tireless 

worker for promoting tolerance of difference, respectful inclusion of di-

verse races, religions, genders and sexualities, and a multicultural and 

interfaith approach to combating the challenges of social injustice and 

oppression,” a notice placed by Monash said. 

“He devoted much of his professional and non-academic life to showing 

that religion is a legitimate causal agent of social change, and he was a 

leader in developing a broad range of studies in religion and theology, 

and elaborating and strengthening the highest standards of research 

ethics. 

“In all this and more he displayed boundless energy and an exceptional 

depth and diversity of competence considered rare in higher education. 

“An ordained priest in the Anglican communion, Professor Bouma was 

active in parish ministry and in the wider work of the church to the end 

of his days.” 

A notice placed by his family said: “An Anglican Priest and Sociologist of 

Religion, Gary was admired, respected and honoured in Academic and 

Religious circles worldwide for his generosity, wisdom, intellect, scholar-

ship, wit, humility, gentleness, kindness and passion for justice, encour-

aging people and making the world a better place.” 
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Government responses to COVID-19 are undermining our    
democratic commitments — why have progressives re-
mained silent? - By Tim  Soutphommasane and Marc Stears 
Sometimes the most troubling changes occur without us noticing. Over 

the past 18 months, Australians have accepted the reality of living 

through a global pandemic. Until enough of our population is fully                  

vaccinated, outbreaks of the virus would mean that there would be    

lockdowns and restrictions. 

That acceptance, however, has been creeping into something more                       

unnerving. The temporary is starting to feel more permanent. And what 

started as necessary and proportionate restrictions on freedom, with 

strong public support, is starting to turn into something rather more           

oppressive. 

This is what is happening right now in our two largest cities. Sydney and 

Melbourne are witnessing the normalisation of emergency — one 

marked by the militarisation of our pandemic response, the over-

policing of our most vulnerable communities, and the alarming                          

over-reach of government power. 

In Sydney, it is truly a tale of two cities. There, we see one set of public 

health order rules for the more affluent, coastal parts of the city, and                

another for those in southwest and western Sydney. People in Bankstown 

and Fairfield must contend with a military presence on their streets, no 

outdoors recreation and exercise for only one hour a day. There are      

curfews in place, despite the New South Wales government                                  

acknowledging there is no solid public health evidence that they make 

any difference. These restrictions, meanwhile, are not in place for                    

people in suburbs such as Bondi and Fairlight. 

That these lockdowns are doing damage to people is beyond dispute. 

We are now living through, not just a viral pandemic, but a hidden          

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  
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In Melbourne, the city is on course to be the most locked down in the 

world. Since the end of March 2020, it has endured more than 210 days of 

lockdown restrictions — second only to Buenos Aries. The Victorian gov-

ernment has brought back a nightly curfew during the current lock-

down. It has even moved to close public playgrounds without offering 

any evidence that they were a risk to public health. These are the tough-

est restrictions the city has endured since the onset of the pandemic. 

That these lockdowns are doing damage to people is beyond dispute. 

We are now living through, not just a viral pandemic, but a hidden epi-

demic of mental illness. That is to say nothing of the social costs of peo-

ple being separated from friends, family, and community. Or the eco-

nomic costs being shouldered by people who have lost jobs and busi-

nesses. Or the harm being done to our national unity by warring prem-

iers fighting an imaginary “State of Origin” pandemic battle. And it’s not 

those comfortable and well-off who are suffering most; it is, of course, 

those at the margins. 

During more normal times, you would expect the usual voices to speak 

out in defence of human rights and social justice. Not this time. The re-

sponse from Australian public intellectuals and those who identify with 

the left has been astonishingly muted. At best, there’s resigned ac-

ceptance that the pandemic will unavoidably tear at our social fabric — 

that our fate must be to endure it with grim stoicism. 

Something profound has happened during this pandemic. COVID-19 has 

not only upended our daily lives in this country, but also the ideological 

political order. 

When COVID-19 first hit last year, progressives across the world were 

adamant that we needed to come out of the pandemic with a better soci-

ety. Countries shouldn’t be snapping back to normal. Rather, they should 

be grappling with inequality, securing human rights, and confronting the 

climate catastrophe. “Build back better” became a global slogan. 
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This year, the mood in Australia is very different. You might have ex-

pected the progressive agenda to only grow more urgent. Instead, the 

progressive consensus has become sharply more conservative. It has 

swung in support of “Fortress Australia”. There is strong acceptance that 

Australia needs to remain closed and must maintain lockdowns — the 

harder, the better — for at least as long as our vaccination rates are low. 

Indeed, many are cheering lockdowns on. 

This has never been clearer than in the last few weeks. Left-leaning 

voices have been loudly sceptical of the national plan to begin easing 

restrictions once 70 per cent of adults are fully vaccinated. Any ambition 

to reopen Australian society is regularly shouted down on social media. 

Left-leaning commentators increasingly insist that the absence of a vac-

cine for young children makes reopening impossible, despite the ex-

plicit reassurances of the country’s leading paediatricians. Talk about 

“freedom” is routinely derided as libertarian excess, as though rights 

and liberties were yearned after only by the wealthy and by right-wing 

culture warriors, and not by the population at large. 

Several factors, we believe, explain this transformation. 

The happy acceptance about closed Australian borders reveals that cul-

tural cosmopolitanism has been overshadowed by economic protection-

ism. Many don’t wish to see a return to a pre-pandemic status quo, be-

lieving that immigration fuels an economy of cheap growth and precari-

ous work. This has been emboldened by recent admissions from the Re-

serve Bank governor Philip Lowe that high immigration has contributed 

to the country’s sluggish wages growth. 

More potent still is the strain of “zero-COVID” thinking that has infected 

large segments of the Australian left. In part a reaction against the Mor-

rison government, and manifested as dogmatic backing of Labor state 

governments pursuing lockdowns, the Australian centre-left continues 

to offer loud support for a long-term elimination strategy to the virus. 

Any challenge to this right now invites charges about reckless intent. 

Twitter activists and Guardian columnists ask: How many people are you 
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willing to have die? How many children are you willing to sacrifice? How 

can any reopening ever be safe? 

What this shows is that far too many have fallen under the thrall of fear. 

Far too many have started to believe that restrictions on people’s free-

dom isn’t just tolerable, but now normal. The pandemic is insidious in this 

way. It explains why those who have been most critical of restrictions on 

freedoms and liberties have been from the right of politics, not the left. 

Much as they did with the language of patriotism in the past, the centre-

left is vacating the arena when it comes to human rights. 

Perhaps the Australian left has made the mistake of seeing too much cul-

ture war in responses to COVID-19. 

To be sure, there have been plenty of extreme examples of right-wing 

libertarianism. Think of the Trumpists in the United States who have been 

impervious to the mortal danger of facing up to a pandemic unprotected. 

Or the factions within Boris Johnson’s conservative government in the UK 

who hoped that the unmitigated spread of infection through Britain would 

result in herd immunity. 

For large numbers of Australian progressives, however, countenancing 

any notion of “living with COVID” at all equates to ideological libertarian 

madness. Anyone advocating for the reopening of Australian borders or 

society is suspected of being in the service of free-market fundamental-

ism and a twenty-first century social Darwinism, which revels in letting 

people die. Pointing out the economic and social costs of lockdown is re-

garded as some indulgence of right-wing laissez-faire. The only sound 

progressive stance, if you take this view, is to adhere to the safety of zero 

COVID. This is what happens when you live in a politics so definitely 

shaped by culture war: everything becomes a proxy for the culture war. 

Yet all this is a dead end for the left. “Zero-COVID” is an entirely unsus-

tainable strategy. The virus causing COVID-19 will not disappear from 

the world. As the majority of the world’s scientists agree, the virus will 

become endemic and freely circulate. It is as much of a fantasy to think 

we can eliminate the virus, as it is to think that human beings have not 
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caused our climate to change. A vaccinated population won’t mean that 

the virus will disappear — it just means that we have a reasonable            

protection against the worst of it. At some point, we will need to shift our 

attention away from avoiding case numbers and to the numbers of           

hospitalisations and deaths. 

We’re in dangerous territory for progressive political culture. Not least 

because the grip that fear of COVID-19 has on us right now will soon 

loosen. As more people get vaccinated, more and more will find it hard to 

tolerate living half a life under stringent public health restrictions.                

According to one recent poll, 62 per cent of Australians back the national 

cabinet plan to ease restrictions once the vaccination rate reaches 70 and 

80 per cent. Expect this number to grow. In other words, the Australian 

centre-left risks consigning itself to a losing argument. 

More fundamentally, there is a risk that progressive politics is losing its 

soul. It wasn’t that long ago that progressives could be counted to be the 

guardians of human rights and multiculturalism in Australia. It wasn’t that 

long ago that it was a mark of political allegiance that progressives re-

jected the cruelty of Australia’s asylum seeker policies and racist dog-

whistling against minorities. Yet today, many progressives have support-

ed the maintenance of a “Fortress Australia” that has led to the callous 

treatment of the more than 30,000 Australian citizens stranded overseas. 

They have remained largely mute to the restriction of liberties in Mel-

bourne and Sydney — which, in the case of Sydney, has seen a cruel tar-

geting by the government of migrant and disadvantaged communities in 

the city’s west and southwest. 

This pandemic has proven corrosive to democratic society in more ways 

than one. Inequalities have widened. Protectionism has infected our polit-

ical culture. We’re seeing a shift away from an internationalised, multicul-

tural Australia — and an erosion of rights and liberties. Yet right now, pro-

gressive politics is morphing into parochial conservatism, speaking the 

language of fear and not the language of hope. 
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Tim Soutphommasane is Professor of Practice (Sociology and Political 

Theory), and the Director, Culture Strategy at the University of Sydney. He 

was Australia’s Race Discrimination Commissioner from 2013 to 2018. 

Professor Marc Stears is Director of the Sydney Policy Lab at the                      

University of Sydney. He is the author of Out of the Ordinary: How               

Everyday Life Inspired a Nation and How It Can Again. 

Tim and Marc were co-authors of the Roadmap to Reopening report,    

published in May 2021. 

 

“Go, and become beautiful”: How I learned to read Dante’s                   
Divine  Comedy  - By Michele Smart 
It may or may not be the case that Kanye West, in the process of releasing 

his tenth album, Donda, staged a re-enactment of Dante’s three-part epic 

poem, The Divine Comedy (Commedia), moving from Inferno to Purgato-

rio to Paradiso. Legendary for his appropriations — from references to 

The Wizard of Oz in My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy to the notorious 

insertion of Taylor Swift in his recreation of the Vincent Desiderio paint-

ing, Sleep — the artist has toyed with Dante before. His 2013–2014 Yeezus 

tour saw him climbing a purgatorial 50-foot mountain on stage. In expla-

nation, one of the creative directors tweeted: “Yeezus tour narrative was a 

pure splicing together of Dante's Inferno and the story of King David in 

the bible”, adding excerpts from the opening of Inferno, the part where 

the poet Virgil famously arrives to lead Dante to salvation. 

The “Donda-Dante theory”, astonishingly outlined to me by my 17-year-

old son over dinner, interpreted Kanye’s pre-release listening parties in a 

stadium in Atlanta as enacting an arc of the Commedia. In the first, Kanye, 

decked out in Dantean crimson, wandered alone through a hellish, icy 

wasteland. The second appeared purgatorial. Clad in black, the rapper 

paced centre stage, a remake of the makeshift bedroom he’d set up in the 

stadium’s visitor locker room: mattress, blanket, coat, slippers, shoes, ste-

reo, candle, a pair of barbells. He read the Bible, slept, did some push-

ups, took some phone calls. 
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The show ended with Kanye being 

hoisted to the stadium’s ceiling, 

suggesting an ascent to heaven. The 

song accompanying this perfor-

mance was No Child Left Behind : 

“Back again … back against the 

wall … never count on y’all / Al-

ways count on God … He’s done 

miracles on me.” 

A Kanyean nod to Dante Alighieri in 

2021 would be especially fitting. 

This year is the seven-hundredth 

anniversary of the poet’s death on 

13 September 1321 in Ravenna, Ita-

ly. Considered the father of the Ital-

ian language, Dante’s work and life 

is already being celebrated in Italy, 

including an online exhibition at the 

Uffuzi showing rare illustrations of 

the Commedia by painter Federico 

Zuccari and daily readings at Dan-

te’s tomb in Ravenna. In March, 

Pope Francis released an apostolic 

letter, Radiance of the Eternal Light, 

presenting the Commedia as a 

“forerunner of our multimedia cul-

ture, in which word and image, sym-

bol and sound, poetry and dance 

converge to convey a single mes-

sage.” He affirmed the work of Dan-

te as having “perennial timeliness 

and importance” with enduring 

warnings and insights “for humanity 

as a whole.” 

What is it about Dante? Writers 

adore him. James Joyce, whose body 

of work is steeped in quotes and 

misquotes from the Commedia, pro-

claimed: “I love my Dante as much 

as the Bible … He is my spiritual 

food, the rest is ballast.” Flannery 

O’Connor wrote to a friend, “For my 

money Dante is about as great as 

you can get.” T.S. Eliot confessed 

Dante’s influence over him to be 

“the most persistent and deepest” 

over any other poet. Yeats idealised 

Dante as “the chief Imagination of 

Christendom.” In his famous letter 

from prison, De Profundis, Oscar 

Wilde revealed how much Dante 

meant to him: “Those who have the 

artistic temperament go into exile 

with Dante and learn how salt is the 

bread of others, and how steep their 

stairs.” Jorge Luis Borges, who lec-

tured on Dante, declared, “Were I to 

save a whole book ... I would save 

the Divine Comedy”. 

Yet Dante’s appeal is not immedi-

ately obvious. It seems many that 

know of him do so only through Bot-

ticelli’s detailed and graphic ren-

derings of Inferno’s punishments of 

the damned. The first copy of Dan-

te’s work I ever bought (on sale) 

was Inferno — there was no sign 

that Purgatorio and Paradiso even 



22 

existed. I’ve still got it, the faux leather dust jacket indented with flame-

like fragments taken from the text, each page topped with a pitchfork. 

I remember my first laboured attempt to read it. Dante the writer be-

comes Dante the pilgrim, lost in a dark wood, hounded by three beasts. 

He’s saved, bizarrely, by the Roman poet Virgil who appears out of no-

where. Virgil has been sent on a rescue mission by three “blessed” wom-

en (Beatrice, Lucy, Mary) who reside in paradise. Forced to descend the 

nine circles of hell, we meet a vast myriad of condemned “shades” (souls 

separated from their bodies) including contemporaries of Dante. Floren-

tine politicians, and a startingly large number of clerics (including 

popes), jostle alongside classical heroes and beasts, biblical and histori-

cal figures. 

Each punishment — Dante’s famously inventive contrapasso — appears a 

simplistic, although entertaining, “tit-for-tat”. Moral cowards who refused 

to make a stand in life are denied a place in hell or heaven; stung by 

wasps, they are doomed to chase a blank flag eternally. The wrathful in 

the fifth circle tear each other to bits in the turgid sludge of the River 

Styx. Ice encases the frozen hearts of the treacherous. Most of these 

shades, outraged at their ignominious end, demand to tell Dante their 

story. Sometimes Dante listens, sometimes he interrupts, sometimes he 

physically attacks them, tearing out chunks of the hair of the traitorous 

Florentine, Bocca degli Abati. There’s a whole lot of angst. I got about half

-way through and gave up. 

Exile 

But I was not ready for Dante. Dante is a poet for those “at the midpoint of 

the path through life … lost in a wood so dark, the way ahead blotted 

out.” To fully appreciate the Commedia one must have experienced a 

taste of failure, a reckoning with shame, or a dawning realisation that life 

is fundamentally unfair for many. “Exile is the all-pervasive state of mind 

of the Divine Comedy”, writes Anne Paolucci. Dante spent years         

composing the poem after his banishment from his native Florence in 

1302. He never made it home. Furious at the injustices of his life, his work 

is startlingly, refreshingly honest. T.S. Eliot said that he learned “the       
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lesson of width of emotional range” 

from Dante. He believed the Com-

media expresses everything in the 

way of emotion that a person is             

capable of experiencing, that             

Dante taught him the “obligation to 

explore, to capture those feelings 

which people can hardly even feel 

because they have no words for 

them.” 

Furthermore, I had missed the 

point. Dante deliberately makes           

Inferno difficult to read, deter-

mined to seek out “harsh and grat-

ing rhymes” in a bid to find a poet-

ic form commensurate with his con-

tent. His hell is an eternally un-

pleasant twitterstorm. Clive James 

translated the shades rushing to 

their destruction as, “Clicking their 

bared, chipped teeth in hymns of 

hate / They cursed their parents, 

God, the human race / The time, the 

temperature, their place of birth / 

Their mother’s father’s brother’s 

stupid face.” Here are the ultimate 

victims, cartoonish in their fury, 

stuck in what Peter Hawkins calls 

“repetition-compulsion”, an end-

less “song of myself.” 

Even the violence is meant to be a 

wake-up call. Flannery O’Connor 

mines Dante when she explains her 

own writing: “I have found that             

violence is strangely capable of re-

turning my characters to reality … 

reality is something to which we 

must be returned at considerable 

cost.” Dante’s ideal reader turns out 

to be Don Draper in the opening of 

the sixth season of Mad Men, on the 

beach in Hawaii reading Inferno. 

Here is someone about to face the 

ugliness and disappointments of 

life, the ugliness and disappoint-

ments of himself, about to descend 

— always by escalator — into a hell 

of his own making. Dante’s hell is 

not other people; it is oneself. And 

we must not stay there. 

In Melbourne, the city is on course 

to be the most locked down in the 

world. Since the end of March 2020, 

it has endured more than 210 days 

of lockdown restrictions — second 

only to Buenos Aries. The Victorian 

government has brought back a 

nightly curfew during the current 

lockdown. It has even moved to 

close public playgrounds without 

offering any evidence that they 

were a risk to public health. These 

are the toughest restrictions the city 

has endured since the onset of the 

pandemic. 
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epidemic of mental illness. That is  

to say nothing of the social costs         

of people being separated from 

friends, family, and community. Or 

the economic costs   being shoul-

dered by people who have lost jobs 

and businesses. Or the harm being 

done to our national unity by war-

ring premiers fighting an imaginary 

“State of Origin” pandemic battle. 

And it’s not those comfortable and 

well-off who are suffering most; it    

is, of course, those at the margins. 

During more normal times, you 

would expect the usual voices to 

speak out in defence of human 

rights and social justice. Not this 

time. The response from Australian 

public intellectuals and those who 

identify with the left has been        

astonishingly muted. At best, there’s 

resigned acceptance that the         

pandemic will unavoidably tear        

at our social fabric — that our fate 

must be to endure it with grim stoi-

cism. 

Something profound has happened 

during this pandemic. COVID-19 

has not only upended our daily lives 

in this country, but also the                  

ideological political order. 

Purgatorio comes, then, as a relief. 

The scramble up the rocky terraces 

of Mount Purgatory may be difficult 

— these shades still undergo con-

trapasso — but they bring a differ-

ent attitude to their agonies. Every-

one, including Dante, has finally 

started to look at themselves, and 

they don’t like what they see. In-

stead of self-pity, there is regret. 

This suffering is a “sloughing off” 

that brings release. There are some 

beautiful passages in Purgatorio, full 

of real psychological insight. “From 

birth you were all meant / to fly: 

how is it you consent to fall / back 

again just for a little bit / of breeze, 

a puff of glory?”, an angel asks Dan-

te. Virgil’s pithy examination of 

pride, envy, and anger hits hard. A 

proud person “hopes to rise beside 

[a] neighbour’s sharp descent … 

looks with favour when the down-

ward slopes / Demote another’s 

greatness.” The envious fear their 

“honour and high state denied / be-

cause another has them”, while one 

overtaken by anger “plots and 

plans / And makes another’s harm 

into a cult” after feeling “disgraced 

by some insult.” Who among us 

couldn’t admit to these feelings at 

some point in our lives? 

Love and desire 

“Terminate torment of love                    

unsatisfied / The greater torment     
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of love satisfied,” wrote T.S. Eliot, in Ash Wednesday, a poem that mirrors 

a purgatorial ascent. Drawing on ideas from Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, 

and Aquinas, for Dante, everything comes down to desire: how easy it is 

to love the wrong thing, or to love the right thing too little, or too much. 

The suffering of each contrapasso physically externalises a sophisticated 

understanding of love gone wrong. 

Yet while the Commedia may be a study in self-consciousness, the poem 

shows the dangers of self-absorption. The idea that the answer to our mis-

ery, the way home, is to be found in self-realisation, in being “true to one-

self”, is incomprehensible to Dante, who sees such a posture as ending 

not in freedom, but in despair. 

Take the Dantean images of cold and ice that haunt Claire Keegan’s short 

story, “Antarctica”. A “happily married woman” meets an awkward loner 

and they become lovers. Over dinner, the conversation turns to hell. The 

woman, who no longer believes in such superstitions, recalls the terrify-

ing stories the nuns told her at school: “she had been told that hell was 

different for everyone, your own worst possible scenario.” The over-

whelming desire of the woman is for the freedom to sleep with someone 

who is not her husband. The overwhelming desire of the man, who has 

been abandoned by his first wife, is to never be abandoned again. Both 

characters have their desires fulfilled. The end of the story is, of course, 

hellish. 

Rest 

In her poem “October”, Louise Glück writes: “It is true there is not 

enough beauty in the world / It is also true that I am not competent to re-

store it.” But in Paradiso, I think Dante comes close. 

Paradiso is where desire is put to rest: “willing just what we have, with no 

desire / for more.” Here the ephemeral nature of celebrity, and notoriety, 

is exposed. “I could name famous names, but each name means so little 

now”, says one of Dante’s more auspicious ancestors. Here the shades are 

finally united with their bodies, for love is an embodied experience. Here 

those who were bitter enemies in life reside, peaceably, side by side: 



26 

reconciled / In how the bright con-

necting circles dance / of love and 

knowledge.” Here, where differ-

ence is celebrated, the inhabitants 

of paradise paradoxically manage 

to become both more, and less, of 

themselves. 

Here, too, in the beauty of Dante’s 

heaven, is a radical reckoning with 

the past. On his way to the Empy-

rean, Dante comes across a friend, 

Charles Martel, who tells Dante his 

story, a tale of treachery that mir-

rors Dante’s own. Overcome by 

what he hears, Dante weeps. “But 

silence”, Martel says, “and let the 

years turn.” And already Martel 

has turned, “lamp inside that holy 

light — towards the sun that fills it, 

to the Good sufficient to all things.” 

He is finally, completely, at peace. 

Fiction gets interesting on the            

other side of life. It took me nearly 

three years to read the Commedia. 

I’m glad I persisted. Dante’s epic 

poem reminded me of the                

profound significance of a life, the 

moral weight of every moment. But 

what struck me most, in reading 

Dante, is the strength of his can-

dour, the honesty of his prose. “You 

are not alone / the poem said / in 

the dark tunnel”, writes Louise 

Glück. The Commedia becomes 

what every great poem should be: 

a valued companion for life’s jour-

ney, a help along the way. 

Here are a few                                     

recommendations for how to 

read Dante: 

• Slowly. 

• Find a translation that works for 

you. I like Mark Musa’s The Porta-

ble Dante, although the translation 

I’ve used here is from Clive James. 

• Jennifer Frey has a wonderful dis-

cussion on the Commedia with 

Matthew Rothaus Moser over at 

her podcast, Sacred and Profane 

Love. Each episode looks at Infer-

no, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. 

• Join a reading group. In 100 Days 

of Dante Baylor’s Honors College, 

with support from five collaborat-

ing universities, will lead the 

world’s largest Dante reading 

group, starting 8 September. They 

have a great introductory discus-

sion on The Divine Comedy. 

Michele Smart is a writer and      

copywriter based in Sydney. 
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The 55th session of the General Assembly of the United                     
Nations designated 21 September as International Day of 
Peace  
To celebrate this day you are invited to join an online Interfaith Prayer Ser-

vice On Tuesday 21 September 2021 at 2pm on Zoom                                 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/96010303812 

Occasional address: Rev. Simon Hansford, the Moderator of the Uniting 

Church in Australia NSW & ACT Synod. 

Prayer on behalf the Uniting Church in Australia: Rev Sharon Hollis, the 

President of the National Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

Religious leaders from Aboriginal, Bahai, Brahmakumaris, Buddhist,                   

Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jain, Jewish, Mandaean, Sikh, Sufi and Zoroastrian 

communities will offer prayers for peace. There will be opportunity to light 

a candle for Peace during the service. So please keep a candle and                

matchbox ready. 

For further information contact Rev. Dr. Manas Ghosh on 0429 892 548 or 

email: revmanasghosh@gmail.com 

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 
 

Choir resumes: as soon as the pandemic allows - hopefully mid                   

October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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  Proverbs 31.10-31; Psalm 1;  

 James 3.1-12; Mark 9.30-37 

James warns us about how dangerous our tongues are 

– comparing them to a small fire that brings the whole 

forest down to ashes. May we always endeavour to use 

our speech to build others up, not to tear them down. 

Forgive us for any throw-away comments that cause long-term damage to  

others. 

 Set a guard, O Lord, on my mouth: and keep the door of my lips.                           

(Ps 141.3) 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of 

Central Africa, especially in Zambia. 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator© Anglican Board of 

Mission, 2021 

St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  

 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 
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Let us bring our prayers to the God, confident in his wise guidance and 

love. 

Lord God, send down your wisdom from above to the leaders of your 

Church throughout the world. May they always strive to serve you in 

humility and gentleness of heart. We pray especially for Justin 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our 

Archbishop, Michael our regional Bishop, Fr James and all clergy and 

religious.  

Gracious God: Lord, Hear our prayer. 

Lord God, send down your wisdom from above to the leaders of the 

nations. Take away selfish ambition, conflicts, and disputes, and guide 

them to work for the good of all people. We pray for a wise, 

compassionate solution to the refugee crises in many areas and for the 

peace of the world. 

 Gracious God: Lord, Hear our prayer. 

Lord God, send down your wisdom from above to the leaders of our 

country: our elected representatives at all levels of government. Instil in 

them ideals of respect, wisdom and service that they may deal justly 

with the aspirations of all people and set an example of tolerance and 

inclusion. We especially pray for wise, considered responses to the 

challenges brought on by the pandemic. 

Gracious God: Lord, Hear our prayer. 

Lord God, send down your wisdom from above to all parents, 

grandparents, teachers, mentors and others who care for children. Make 

then compassionate and patient as they carry out their vital roles in 

nurturing the children of the world, particularly during home learning 

and lockdowns. Help us all to learn from children the trust and 

reverence that you require of us, as your children. . 

Gracious God: Lord, Hear our prayer. 

PRAYERS  
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Lord God, send down your wisdom from above to those who work to 

support people in any form of need in our community. We pray for 

doctors, nurses, those who work in allied health fields, social workers 

and counsellors. We pray also for those on our parish prayer list, for 

Joyce Bannister; Anthony Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, Carol Kroger, Fr. Shenouda 

Mansour, Lola Marr; David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane Smith; Margaret 

Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie; Geoff Voller and Bob 

Woods. We pray for their carers, medical staff and families. .  

Gracious God: Lord, Hear our prayer. 

Lord God we give thanks for all the saints and for those who have 

touched our lives through their wisdom and faith.  We pray for the 

recently departed and also for those who have their year’s mind at this 

time: Georges Mawad, Robert McClure, Vicki Dodman, Gwendoline 

John, Eulalie Salisbury, Anne Hughes and Robert Ferris.  May they rest in 

peace and rise with Christ in glory. 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. Grant that what 

we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Week Ahead... 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 20th September – John Coleridge Patteson, First of   

         Melanesia, Martyr (d.1871) 

 Tuesday 21st September - Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist and Martyr  

 Saturday 25th September - Sergius of Moscow, abbot and teacher  

         (d.1392) 
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