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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 18th April 2021 

Third  Sunday Of Easter  

8.00am   Parish Eucharist  

9.30am   Choral Eucharist  

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a 

cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind 

the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Acts 3.12-20                        The First Reading         Acts 4.5-12                                   

Ps 4                                      The Psalm                   Ps 23                                    

1 John 2.15-17; 3.1-6         The Epistle                   1 John 3.16-24                                                  

Luke 24.36b-48                  The Gospel                John 10.11 - 18   



5 



6 

HIS ROYAL HIGNESS,  PRINCE PHILIP. 

Our thoughts and prayer go to Her Majesty, the Queen on the 

death of His Royal Highness Prince Philip, The Duke of  

Edinburgh Our prayers are with the Royal Family at this time of 

mourning. We offer our prayers that God may grant him a place 

of refreshment, light and peace. 
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THANK YOU FROM THE TRADING TABLE 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh goods for 

sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised $172.40 last Sunday.   

Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer are still 

available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex and children’s 

socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange, Grapefruit, 

Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Lime, Mandarin, Cumquat, 

Butters ( Lemon, Lime, lemon & lime) peach & plum, apricot, strawberry, raspber-

ry, strawberry & apple, rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple jams, Quince jel-

ly, Crab Apple jelly, Crab Apple Sauce, Lilly Pilly  Jelly, not to mention the chutneys 

(Choko, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple,  Cumquat,  mango, Paw Paw,  spicy toma-

to sauces. I also have Australian honey. 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please let me 

know and will try to make it for you.  

Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s Torches & fans are still available $2 each, post cards $1 and mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or black) $10 each or 3 for $25 

St Paul’s Calendars: they have now all been sold and a profit was made 

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each. 

Jig Saws: 1 x 500 pieces $3 each 

Small hanging clothes rack $8 

Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have some kits avail-

able for sale at varying prices. 

Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley available for $2 each 

             Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each 

             White and Blue Salvia, African Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents plus more 

We have a selection of books, CD’s and DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If anyone from 

the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc please contact Pam and she 

will organize them for you to collect. 

Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first. 

Does anyone able to do folk art? Please let me Pam know. 

Does anyone have any fruit trees that I could have some fruit for making jams? 

Please let Pam know. 

Pam Brock 
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/premier-expected-to-further-ease-nsw-s-
covid-19-restrictions-20210324-p57dkz.html 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be  observed to ensure the safety of  all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical                   

distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be  

served. 

Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea 

and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

News from around St Paul’s 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/premier-expected-to-further-ease-nsw-s-covid-19-restrictions-20210324-p57dkz.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/premier-expected-to-further-ease-nsw-s-covid-19-restrictions-20210324-p57dkz.html
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Mother’s Day Raffle 

Tickets will be available for sale on Sunday. They will be $2 each or 3 

for $5                                                                                                                                 

Prize a handmade queen size quilt plus more 

The Offertory 

The Offertory is a core part of our worship as we present ourselves 

(represented by the bread and wine – the common holy things of God)  

to God which God graciously accepts as a token of our humble                   

offering of ourselves as a living sacrifice and through which God  

chooses to be present with us in the Body and Blood of his Son Jesus 

Christ. 

Parishioners will bring the elements of bread and wine up from the 

body of the Church to the Sanctuary for the Prayer of Consecration at 

the beginning of the Offertory Hymn. 

Re-instituting the Offertory is a very nice way to include more people 

and take the focus off the Collection and put it back on the offering of 

ourselves as a living sacrifice to God as represented in the bread and 

the wine – which God so graciously receives and transforms. 

Now that we have become accustomed to this practice we also have the 

collection plates in the centre aisle near the Font as people enter so 

they put their offering in as soon as they arrive. The plates are then              

taken up during the Offertory hymn after the bread and wine.              

Welcomers bring up the collection along with but after those who 

bring up the elements of bread and wine as soon as the Offertory 

Hymn (after all, it is called the Offertory Hymn and not the collection 

hymn) commences. 

Every serious scholar of the liturgy, not just dilettantes whose sole           

interest in the liturgy is arcane elements alone that suit their personal 

disposition and biases, from Dom Gregory Dix on maintain the central 

place and vital importance of The Offertory in our liturgy. In the                   

Christian Tradition from the earliest days (say from around 55 AD and                    
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probably before when it is clear 

that the early Church worshipped 

God in a way pretty much the   

same as we do now) The Liturgy            

of the Word (taken from the Jewish                

Synagogue worship) was                       

interwoven to The Liturgy of The 

Sacrament (the Sacrament of the 

Body and Blood of Christ) through 

The Offertory which is quite literal-

ly at the centre of our liturgy.  

Cranmer’s great contribution to the 

liturgy was to prune all of the              

arcane and superstitious nonsense 

out and to restore the liturgy to the 

true and ancient form that unites 

us to the One, Holy, Catholic, and                       

Apostolic Church. This is the shape 

of the liturgy that we at St. Paul’s   

faithfully observe as we worship 

the Word spoken and the Word 

broken and I will not have this               

liturgy dumbed down nor will I 

have it tarted up – as I said on               

Sunday, although I am a cradle              

Anglican I choose to remain an  

Anglican because our worship                        

is beautiful and our worship             

inspires, challenges, and compels 

us to love our neighbour. 

Surely our worship of God, as Jesus 

commands us, is to help us to love 

our neighbour.  

I John 4:20 reminds us that: 

“Those who say, ‘I love God’, and 

hate their brothers or sisters,  are                    

liars; for those who do not love a 

brother or sister whom they have 

seen, cannot love God whom they 

have not seen.” 

Surely our worship of God should 

make us kinder, gentler, more                                 

understanding, and more loving.                       

 

Congratulations to the 

Newly Baptised! 

Today, after the 9.30am Service, we 

will welcome into the family of 

God, the Church, through the             

sacrament of Holy Baptism,                    

Johanna Gyu Lin Kim, Benjamin Si 

Yoo Kim and  Ji Hye Park.  

Please pray for Johanna, Benjamin, 

Ji, their parents, their Godparents 

and Sponsor that they may know 

God’s presence in their lives and 

be enfolded with God’s love. 
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 
 

 

 

 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 50,750 
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What is happening at St Paul’s 
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BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR  
@ ST PAUL’S 

Have you missed singing ? 

Do you like to sing along in the car, on your iPod or in the  

supermarket, or in the shower? 

 

Please come and join others who love to sing too! 

 

The Community Choir is back, on Wednesday evenings in the Small Hall (behind 
the Large Hall). We would love you to come and join us. 5.30pm – 6.30pm 

 

This Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing any type of music 

regardless of ability or experience and there are no auditions., nor do you 

have to be able to read music.  

 

What is special about this choir?  

We want it to be a celebration of the diversity of our community and without 

any barriers to entry. 

 

Choir members will be asked to pay a small weekly fee  - whatever you can 

afford. $10. $5 0r $0, to cover the costs of the music etc. 

 

We are also looking for Foundation Members who would be willing to sponsor  

two or three choir members by donating $20 per week 

 

Any surplus funds that it makes will go to support the work of the Parish Pantry. 

  

DIRECTOR:  Mrs Barbara Stone, retired Principal MLC School, Burwood. 

 

CONDUCTOR: Mrs Karen Carey of the film - Mrs Carey’s Concert 

 

If you are interested in learning more please contact our Registrar Rosemary  

King on 97474327 or just come along at 5.30pm  
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economi-

cal as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk                 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts 

and the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We 

have a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep 

up the good work.     

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-

11.30am.  

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

Easter Break until Wednesday 21 April  (including School Holidays) 

First Community Choir @ St Paul’s Family/Community Concert                 

Friday 18th or 25th June  

School Holidays: 26th June - 11th July (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes:14th July 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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 Acts 3.12-20; Psalm 4; 

 1 John 2.15-17; 3.1-6; Luke 24.36b-48 

Today the Psalmist wants us to know that he has been 

shown wonderful kindness by the Lord, and that 

when he calls to the Lord he is heard. How wonderful 

that the creator of the entire universe should not only 

bother with us humans as insignificant as we are, but show us kindness, 

and listen to us.  

 Give thanks for the acts of kindness and of listening that others offer 

to us and give praise for God’s limitless grace to us every day. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican 

Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe. 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

Prayer cards 

In Romans 6: 26-27 we read: 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 

searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit inter-

cedes for the saints according to the will of God. (NRSV) 

Please take time to pray, either before, during, or after the Service to                   

allow the Spirit to intercede for the saints according to the will of God.                  

If you pray for someone, you might like to send them a card. These                   

beautiful cards are on the table in front of the Icon of St. Paul in the South              

Transept, where you might light a candle for those for whom you have prayed, 

and we are grateful to the Parishioners who designed and made them for us. 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory  

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

   Open plate:  $1245 

   On line giving  $2330        

   Parish Pantry      $110    

   Donation             $3000                                        

TOTAL OF GIVING: $6685 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO  

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II. 

 
This week on Wednesday, 21 April, Her Majesty, Elizabeth II, Queen of Aus-
tralia, celebrates her 95th Birthday. 

 

We extend our warmest best wishes to Her Majesty and grateful thanks for 
her selfless service and commitment for almost 70 years since she 

ascended to the throne.  

 

We also extended our sincere sympathy on the death of Prince Philip after 
almost 74 years of marriage. May God who she has faithfully served, pour 

His abundant blessings upon her and enfold her with His love.  

 

Next Sunday we will rejoice with a festive morning tea 

after the 9.30 am Parish Eucharist to celebrate this joyful occasion. 
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“This is the day the Lord has made”: Living the resurrection 

in a time of violence and despair  

- By Richard B. Hays 

Easter Sunday is a day of great rejoicing, for God the Father has raised Je-

sus Christ from the dead, and the New Creation has exploded into being. 

In order to understand more deeply the cause of this rejoicing, let me 

draw attention to a key passage in Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. It 

is a passage in which the Apostle probes into the meaning of Jesus’s resur-

rection. 

 

Paul is responding to some members of the Corinthian church who say 

there is no resurrection of the dead. Why are they saying that? We don’t 

know for sure, but it seems they think that “resurrection” is just a symbol; 

it’s a fancy spiritual word for their enlightened new self-understanding. 

They don’t believe in a real bodily resurrection from the grave. So here is 

what Paul writes in response (1 Corinthians 15:17-26): 

But if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in 

your sins. In that case, also, those who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished. If it is only in this life that we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 

people the most pitiable. 

But now Christ has been raised from among the dead; he is the first-fruits 

of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a human 

being, it is also through a human being that the resurrection has come. For 

as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 

But each in order: Christ the first-fruits, then at his kingly coming those 

who belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he hands over the king-

dom to our God and Father. At that time, God will destroy every ruler and 

every authority and power. For it is necessary for Christ to rule until God 

places all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…  
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Paul’s answer to the Corinthians falls neatly into three parts. First, he de-

scribes the terrible consequences if Christ was not raised. Second, he 

declares boldly that Christ has in fact been raised from among the dead, 

and furthermore — crucially — that our future destiny of resurrection is 

bound up with Christ’s rising. And third, Paul explains that Jesus’s resur-

rection has inaugurated a new age in which the Risen One now rules 

over the world — but nonetheless the powers of evil and death are still at 

work. Death still stalks us until the end when God’s final triumph will 

surely be realised and death will be destroyed once for all. Let me con-

sider each of these points in turn. 

“If Christ has not been raised ...” 

Many of us might be wondering how anyone baptised into the Christian 

faith could claim that there is no resurrection of the dead. But recall for a 

moment the Gospel of Luke’s account of what happened. Jesus has been 

brutally crucified by the Roman authorities. A follower named Joseph of 

Arimathea gets permission from the governor Pontius Pilate to take his 

dead body. And because of the impending Sabbath, Joseph hastily wraps 

the corpse in a linen shroud and puts it in a rock tomb. Some of the wom-

en who had followed Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem take note of the site, 

but because of the Jewish Sabbath, when no work is permitted, they can’t 

perform the customary burial rites. 

So early in the morning on the day after the Sabbath, Mary Magdalene 

and Joanna and Mary the mother of James, along with several other wom-

en, go back to the tomb intending to embalm the dead body properly. 

And there they encounter two mysterious figures who ask, “Why are you 

looking for the living among the dead?” They remind the women that Je-

sus had told them in advance that he would be killed and would rise on 

the third day. It’s a more than a little surprising that they need to be re-

minded of this remarkable prophecy; but once they are reminded, they 

remember. 

So they return and tell all this news to Jesus’s specially chosen inner               

circle of disciples. But what happens then? Here is what Luke tells us 

about the reaction of the eleven male Apostles: “These words seemed to 
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them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” The message of resur-

rection is, indeed, very hard to believe. We shouldn’t be surprised if peo-

ple scoff at it. We shouldn’t be surprised if people start devising evasive 

explanations to make it into some kind of vague “religious experience”, 

rather than an offensive real event, in which the murdered Jesus rose 

bodily from the grave. Even those who had been taught by Jesus for a 

long time find the resurrection hard to believe. In fact, we shouldn’t be 

surprised if we ourselves unconsciously suppress this strange message 

and start to live as though it were not true, as though the world could go 

on just as before, as though we should just make the best pragmatic com-

promises we can devise and try not to think about death. It is possible to 

deny the resurrection not only with our lips, but in our lives. 

But Paul strips away all possible defence mechanisms and lays our situa-

tion bare in all its grim terror. If Christ is not raised, he says, our faith is 

worthless: it is an airy web of lies and self-deception. We are still mired in 

our own sins, and all our loved ones who have died are utterly lost. The 

dead are simply left to decompose in the dust of the earth, and the living 

are left without hope. In that case, we would have only three options: we 

could delude ourselves with disingenuous fantasies of immortality; or we 

could distract ourselves with trivial amusements to mask our desperate 

situation; or we could try to live like the ancient Stoics with brave indiffer-

ence towards our own death and ultimate nothingness. So the stakes are 

very high. Paul concludes, “If it is only in this life that we have hoped in 

Christ, we are of all people the most pitiable.” Or, as Donald Trump might 

have put it if he had been writing this letter, “We’re a bunch of pathetic 

losers!” 

But, if there is no resurrection, why would Paul say that Christians would 

be “of all people the most pitiable”? Wouldn’t we just be in the same fix 

as everybody else? I think there are two reasons why we would be the 

most pathetic. First, we would be particularly guilty of mocking ourselves 

with illusion, telling pious lies to veil from ourselves the truth that we are 

mortal and powerless. And second, precisely because we are Christians, 

we are seeking to follow Jesus by emptying our lives in service to others. 

But if there is no resurrection, Jesus’s way of self-sacrificial living makes 
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no sense, and we are pitiably depriving ourselves of grabbing the pleas-

ures of this life. 

“... so also in Christ all will be made alive” 

But Paul leaves no doubt that all this is strictly counterfactual. He declares 

firmly that Christ has now been raised from the dead. And the rolling 

away of the stone is not just an isolated miracle that proves a doctrinal 

point about Jesus’s own divinity. Rather, the resurrection of the crucified 

Jesus is a cosmic earthquake that shakes the foundations of reality. Every-

thing is different, everything is made new — not least of all, ourselves. Je-

sus’s rising from the tomb is only the beginning — as Paul puts it, he is the 

“first-fruits” of a much greater harvest. And we are that harvest. His resur-

rection catches us up into the new life that he has loosed upon the world. 

How are we to grasp this? Paul points to the partial analogy of Adam: Ad-

am’s primal sin of grasping at life unleashed an avalanche of death on all 

the world. In an equal but opposite way, Christ’s faithful death and resur-

rection has unleashed an outward-rippling wave of life: “As in Adam all 

die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.” That is why the resurrection is 

such great good news. 

Let me spell this out a little more fully. The early Christians were not just 

saying that Jesus’s death and resurrection offered forgiveness of sins and 

the prospect that our individual souls could go to heaven when we die. 

They were saying that God was remaking the world, unseating the violent 

powers that have ruled over us and undoing the power of death. Jeremy 

Begbie puts it like this: “The Gospel ... tells of a seismic disturbance af-

fecting every atom of creation. The world is and will be a different place 

because of what has happened in Jesus.” So, we are now living in the day 

the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118:24). Psalm 

118 was understood in the early church as a foreshadowing of the resur-

rection: 

I thank you that you have answered me                                                                   

and have become my salvation.                                                                                 

The stone that the builders rejected                                                                   

has become the chief cornerstone.                                                                          
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This is the Lord’s doing;                                                                                                  

it is marvellous in our eyes. 

When the Psalm declares “This is the day the Lord has made”, it is an-

nouncing the eighth day of creation, the beginning of a whole new 

world. 

“But each in order ...” 

If the resurrection has broken into the world, however, why do we still 

live a world entangled in violence, injustice, and death? Why do inno-

cent people continue to die in bombings, in senseless shootings, in acts 

of terror? Why the senseless violence, structural and physical, against 

Black people? Why does cancer continue to eat away at our bodies? 

Paul knows as well as we do about what he calls “the sufferings of the 

present time” (Romans 8:18). And that’s why he writes the third and last 

paragraph of our passage. 

Has Jesus’s resurrection power already beamed us up into heavenly ex-

istence? No. Paul carefully explains that we are not at the end; rather, we 

are in the middle of an unfolding story. “In Christ all will be made 

alive ... But each in order.” There is a careful sequencing here of three 

acts of the unfolding drama: “Christ the first-fruits; then at his kingly 

coming those who belong to Christ” (that’s us — we who will be raised 

from the dead at Christ’s triumphant return). And only then do we reach 

the end, the final act: when Christ hands over the kingdom to the Father 

who will at last destroy all the evil and pain in the world and wipe away 

every tear from our eyes. 

So we find ourselves in the middle of the story. But notice how Paul de-

scribes the political reality of this middle time we inhabit: “It is neces-

sary for Christ to rule until God places all his enemies under his feet.” 

In the present time, the Risen Christ is in fact ruling now, even though 

his enemies continue to carry out their ultimately futile attacks on his 

kingdom. Paul is painting a picture of prolonged military struggle, in 

which our captain, the Lord Jesus, is reclaiming territory previously oc-

cupied by enemy forces. 
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When Paul says “each in order”, he actually uses a military term. He 

writes, “each in his own tagma”. The Greek word tagma is often used to 

describe a unit of soldiers — like a battalion or a regiment. Paul is de-

scribing God’s assault on the power of death; it is an assault that features 

three units, moving against Death in three waves: Christ the leader in the 

first tagma, the first wave; then at the time of his coming the great multi-

tude of his people raised up to march against Death in the second wave; 

and finally, at the end, God himself entering the field — as prefigured in 

Psalm 110 — to subdue all Christ’s enemies under his feet and to destroy 

the archenemy Death for ever. These military images are, of course, meta-

phorical: the battle is fought not with swords or bombs, but with the power 

of prayer and faith and the word. 

We live in this middle time as people given new life by Christ’s resurrec-

tion; it is our role to represent his coming kingdom in the here and now. 

For us the resurrection of Jesus already determines the shape of the life we 

live in the present. We embody the promise of resurrection in our life to-

gether. And by doing that, we declare to the powers their impending de-

feat. 

Richard B. Hays is George Washington Ivey Professor Emeritus of New 

Testament at Duke Divinity School. He is the author of many books, includ-

ing The Moral Vision of the New Testament, Echoes of Scripture in the Let-

ters of Paul, Echoes of Scripture in the Gospels, The Conversion of the Im-

agination: Paul as Interpreter of Israel’s Scripture, and Reading Backwards: 

Figural Christology and the Fourfold Gospel Witness. 

Three whispers that tell the whole story of everything  

 - By Samuel Wells 

This is an edited version of a sermon preached at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, 

Trafalgar Square, on Easter Sunday, 4 April 2021. 

Thirty-five years ago, I was playing in a rugby game when I got the heel 

of a boot in my neck. A few hours later I could hardly breathe, and a hos-

pital doctor did a tracheotomy which meant for the next two weeks I 

breathed through my throat. The blood went over my vocal cords and it 

seemed I wouldn’t be able to speak properly again. In the event the two 
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main casualties were my singing voice and my ability to shout. You 

won’t ever have heard me shout because I can’t. So I had to learn a dif-

ferent way to impose my authority. Eventually I worked it out. The way 

to be heard isn’t to shout. It’s to whisper. 

There are several kinds of occasions when we whisper. One is when 

we’re frightened. I remember years ago coming back to the flat where I 

lived and finding the door open. I should have been strong and manly, 

but I wasn’t. I was whispering to see if my companion and I could work 

out whether there was a burglar in the flat and which room they were in. 

Even when we found no burglar, it was hard to speak again in a normal 

voice. 

Another time we whisper is when we’re keeping a secret. We’re at the 

back of class and we believe like all school pupils that teachers can’t 

hear what’s being whispered at the back of the room. We’re digging our 

way out of the prisoner of war camp and we whisper to the person re-

moving the earth from the tunnel. Best of all is when we’re intimate with 

someone special, we’re sharing touch and darkness, and we’re saying 

something we’ve never told anyone before. It’s a moment of discovery, 

revelation, disclosure, and the whisper makes it precious, trustful, and 

true. 

Let me tell you about three whispers — three whispers that tell the 

whole story of everything. You can’t tell much that matters by shouting, 

but you can explore the whole mystery of everything in three whispers. 

We didn’t choose to be born, any of us. Yet at some moment in our 

childhood, each of us realised that we were alive. It struck us one mo-

ment, or dawned on us gradually, that we were in the midst of an aston-

ishing, beautiful, exhilarating drama, which careered on, largely without 

our will or assistance. That drama wasn’t just a spectacle; we got to play 

a role in it — in fact, we had as much chance as anyone to play a part. 

That drama hadn’t always been. Once it had not been, and even more 

pressingly, once we had not been, but now we are. That was the mo-

ment, that instant in our childhood, when we became aware of life. 
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But one night we looked into the sky, and saw a gazillion stars, most of 

which probably burnt out trillions of years ago, but whose light we’re on-

ly now seeing. And we realised this life — our life, all life — is just a whis-

per in the cacophony of the universe. We are a tiny speck in the story of 

everything. From across the universe we’re even tinier than the most mi-

nuscule star is to us. But that the whisper is the whisper on which every-

thing we know depends. We’re a whisper; a tiny one. It doesn’t matter 

how quiet a whisper is: what matters is the words it says. And the whisper 

that says the word “Life” is precious beyond any blast of sound. It’s a 

whisper that communicates indescribable energy, creativity, vigour, joy. 

The elixir of life. 

But a little bit later in our childhood we realise that life isn’t the only thing 

in play. There’s something that comes to everyone, to everything, that 

takes the joy out of life. As you become a teenager, you realise that every-

one only deals with it by pretending it isn’t there. But it infiltrates every 

life, and every aspect of life, with its menace and destruction. On the rug-

by field that day thirty-five years ago, I rejoiced in the first whisper — the 

whisper of life, running, kicking, tackling, passing, enjoying, exulting. But 

in the hospital that night, I glimpsed in the registrar’s worried face and 

the nurses’ anxious ministrations the spectre of another whisper: death. I 

came suddenly, unexpectedly, very close to death. 

Death is what we could call the second whisper. It’s a mystery, just as 

deep and impenetrable as life. Why is there life? We don’t usually ask the 

question, but we’re glad there is. We laugh at the question, because eve-

rything we can imagine depends on there being life. But if there’s life, 

why is there death? It’s unthinkable, intolerable, unjust. Does the second 

whisper cancel out the first whisper — shout it down, dismantle and dis-

credit it? What’s the point of the first whisper if we have to face the sec-

ond whisper? How do we find our way out of the everlasting wrestle be-

tween life and death? Do we fear, deep down, that death eventually wins, 

every time? Is that why we whisper — because we don’t want to admit it, 

try to keep the secret, don’t want anyone else to know? 

Tucked away near the middle of the Old Testament, half-way through the 
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last chapter of one of its most neglected books, just where no one’s go-

ing to look for them, are the most important words in the Bible. They’re 

the most important, because they break open this perpetual arm-wrestle 

between life and death. “Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon 

your arm; for love is strong as death …” (Song of Songs 8:6-7). Those five 

words are the epicentre of the Bible: love is strong as death. There’s only 

one way to say them, and that’s to whisper them. Death thinks it’s got the 

better of life — it’ll always win in the end. It’ll destroy, dismantle and dis-

credit everything, and turn it to dust. But there’s something death hasn’t 

bargained for. And that’s love. And when we discover love, we find the 

answers to our two greatest questions. Why is there life? Because of love. 

Love is what life was created for. Will life outlast death? No — but love 

will. Death can’t drown love. Many floods can’t quench its fire. 

However happy the happiest day of your life, there’s a sadness lurking in 

the shadows. It’s the sadness of that second whisper. You can love some-

one, but that doesn’t mean he doesn’t die. Someone can love you, but that 

doesn’t always mean her love for you won’t die. You can work for thirty 

years to build up a business, but that doesn’t mean a pandemic can’t 

bring it crashing down. You can love a grandparent your whole life, but 

you can watch a virus tear her away from you in just a few days. 

When Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb on the morning of the first 

Easter Day (John 20:1, 11-18), she knows more than anyone about the first 

whisper — because she’s seen life like no one’s known it before. She’s 

met Jesus. She’s watched him heal the leper and raise the dead. She’s 

heard him speak the words of eternal life. But she also knows more than 

anyone about the second whisper, because she’s seen this man who em-

bodied everything life could mean nailed to a cross, tortured, betrayed, 

denied, rejected. She’s seen everything life can be, turned into merciless 

death. Perhaps more than anyone in history, on that first Easter morning, 

she’s bewildered by the contrast between life and death, the first whis-

per and the second — and she goes to the tomb weighing one with the 

other in her mind and heart and soul. 

What she finds there is the most important discovery ever made. It’s the 
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discovery that makes sense of all the glorious mysteries of life and the 

desultory mysteries of death. She discovers there’s a third mystery. She 

discovers the central claim of the Christian faith: love is stronger than 

death. What she discovers is resurrection. This is the mystery that unrav-

els the mystery of life and death. Resurrection is the way, the only way, 

human beings reach out from the constraints of life and touch forever. 

And resurrection even more wonderfully is the way forever reaches out 

from beyond death and touches us with its truth. 

The day I left that hospital thirty-five years ago, I discovered there was 

something more powerful than shouting or even singing. I learned how to 

whisper. And since then, I’ve discovered that you can shout about resur-

rection and it can be impressive and you can sing about resurrection and 

it can be beautiful. But for the things that matter most in our lives, the 

things we dare to believe and fear to say out loud, the most precious way 

to put those things into words is to whisper. 

We know life is short and fragile; we know death is bleak and cruel. But 

there’s a third whisper, which is the reason life was created and the only 

thing stronger than death. That whisper is resurrection, and to be a Chris-

tian is to whisper it together, in dawn of the day, in the glow of the even-

ing, in the darkness of the night, every day, so when life is over and death 

has done its worst, that whisper will still be rustling, and will speak loud-

er than any scream or shout. It’s a whisper that may mean danger, may re-

quire secrecy, but will in the end be the most intimate and joyful truth we 

share with the one who made life and transcended death. That whisper, 

which hitherto has always said the one word, “resurrection”, will finally 

turn into the only word that can match it, the word that makes it irresisti-

ble, the word that dismantles death and transcends mortality. That word 

can’t be shouted or screamed, but can only be whispered softly, because 

it’s the secret at the heart of the universe — the secret beyond life and 

death, the secret of God and us. That word is, “forever”. 

Rev. Dr Samuel Wells is the vicar of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar 

Square, and Visiting Professor of Christian Ethics at King’s College Lon-

don. His most recent books are A Future that’s Bigger Than the Past: To-
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wards the Renewal of the Church and In Conversation: Samuel Wells and 

Stanley Hauerwas. 

Death is ‘most devastating liar’ says Archbishop Welby in 

Easter sermon - By Hattie Williams and Ed Thornton  

DEATH is the “greatest and most devastating liar” when it claims to have 

the final word on life, the Archbishop of Canterbury said in his Easter 

Day sermon. 

Archbishop Welby preached live from Canterbury Cathedral on BBC               

Radio 4 at 8.10 a.m. and on BBC 1            at 10 a.m. on Easter Day. 

“Death is the greatest and most devastating liar,” he said: “the lie that the 

final breath is the end, there is nothing more; the lie that we will always 

be separated from those we have loved, ultimately losing those we love 

for ever. . . Of course death matters. It is brutal, terrible, and cruel. But it 

lies when it claims to be the final word.” 

“Easter”, he said, “calls time on the lie.” 

He continued: “If death is telling the truth, then we may as well live for 

ourselves. Then the last year is yet another cruel period of history taking 

from us those whom we loved, ending lives cruelly and tragically.” 

Individuals and the world could respond by recognising the “life and 

hope” of the crucified and risen Jesus Christ, he said. “The joy and                  

purpose he gave to the disciples is exactly the same as is offered to us to-

day. We are each and all invited to accept that new reality, welcoming the  

living dynamic presence of God into our lives.” 

This hope was not private, but public and worldwide, Archbishop               

Welby said. “That is why the Church gets involved with resisting                      

injustice, treasuring our world, tending the needy — it’s why Christians 

throughout the centuries have lived with compassion and love for all who 

are excluded and marginalised. They breathed the oxygen of hope 

through the resurrection of the crucified God.” 

This was the gift of God and the Church — not to be wasted, he said. “The 

Church must go with that torrent of good news and love,                     trans-
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formed,  celebrating, and declaring in word and deed the truth that 

death is a liar and that life is offered to all. 

“In this country, all round our world, we have a choice over the next few 

years after Covid. We can go on, as before Covid, when the most                

powerful and the richest gain and so many fall behind, but we have 

seen where that left us. Or we can go with the flooding life and purpose 

of the resurrection of Jesus which changes all things and we can choose 

a better future for all. 

“The overwhelming generosity of God to us should inspire the same by 

us, in everything from private acts of love and charity to international 

aid generously maintained. We have received overwhelmingly, so let us 

give generously.” 

The Archbishop of York, the Most Revd Stephen Cottrell, preached a                  

sermon during a festal eucharist in York Minster. He noted that, in the 

Western Church, Easter Day fell this year “two weeks earlier than the          

average”. 

He continued: “There is a sense in which, whatever the date, Easter is              

always early. It is always taking us by surprise. Its circumstances,                  

challenges and promises are always unexpected. 

“Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb early in the day, while it is still dark. 

She goes to anoint a corpse. But the tomb is empty, the stone rolled 

away. The resurrection has already happened.  

“The first message of Easter is this: he’s not here! You just weren’t early 

enough.” 

The “most profound question in the world” was the one posed to Mary 

by the person whom she presumed to be the gardener, Archbishop  

Cottrell said. “Who are you looking for? I mean, what are you really 

looking for? What is it that you seek? Whom will you follow? How will 

you set the  compass of your life?” 

“And then he speaks her name. For a moment she’s on time. That tender 

moment where time and eternity fuse together in the moment of                       
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recognition. Her eyes are opened — there — in the dawning of a new day 

and a whole new humanity. A spring of hope for the world that will never 

run dry; a love that can never be too late.  

“Jesus: the early bird, the song thrush singing before the dawn; the              

pelican who feeds her young with her own shed blood; the crucified one 

who took upon him our flesh and plumbed the depths of grief, has been 

raised up. And all of God was with him in his dying. And all of us are with 

him in his rising.”  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer  we 

are asked to pray for The Church of 

Ireland.  

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen. 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those people 

whose lives are threatened by political 

persecution, war or terrorism.  

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John 

Burns; June Cameron; Coral; Elizabeth 

Griffiths; Ray Holfeld; Jeanell; Grace Mao

-Jing; Enid Kell; Jesse Langenegger; 

David Laurence; David Morgan; Alister & 

Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; Michelle 

Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts; 

David Russell; Sylvia; Sylvia Seers; Diane 

Smith; Geoff Voller and Bob Woods;   

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.  

Pray, too, for, Beryl Jean Hemmy; 

Valerie Hope Lackey; Evelyn Maud 

Short; Barry John Tormey; Beverley 

Miriam Flider; Violet May Gardner-

Ward; Tormey Barry John; Murphy Anne 

Marie; Sydney James Byard; Kay Jennifer 

Alonzo and for any others whose year’s 

mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Wednesday 21st April - Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, Teacher (d.1109) 

 Friday 23rd April - George, Martyr (d. c. 303)  
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

