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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 18th July 2021 

   Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am   Said Eucharist (with hymns)  

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir) 

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest, 

Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee 

in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                 

Nation  
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  
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Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

2 Samuel 7.1-14a                The First Reading       2 Samuel 11.1-15                           

Ps 89.21-38                             The Psalm              Ps 14                                                                        

Ephesians 2.11-22                   The Epistle             Ephesians 3.14-21 

Mark 6.30-34,53-56                 The Gospel       John 6.1-21 



5 

 

My Dear Friends, 

I sincerely hope that you are all well. 

I assure you of my love and prayers as we live through these                    

challenging times. I thank God for each of you and I pray that God will 

bless you and keep you. 

All the way through the pandemic, that has now been impacting on the 

global community and each of our lives for over eighteen months, I 

have sought to keep everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and con-

nected to each other. We have done really well in achieving all of these 

goals and, given that the pandemic will be impacting on our lives for 

probably an equivalent period of time, we will do all that we can to 

continue to achieve these goals. 

Despite having to postpone our Sesquicentenary Celebrations, we   

carry on in faith and hope and love and try to care for everyone and 

keep everyone safe. 

The impact of the pandemic on our community: 

Conditions are deteriorating daily in Sydney as case numbers climb – 

but they are relatively easy to measure: the impact on people’s                      

financial and psychological health will be enormous and long-lasting. 

Businesses are closing and won’t re-open, staff are being put off, and 

the current assistance packages, when they become available, won’t 

even pay people's rent. 

We are seeing a surge in demand for the Parish Pantry and we will  

continue to help everyone who comes to the Parish Pantry for help. 

 

 

NEWS FROM ST PAUL’S  
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Looking to the future:  

As opposed to over 70% of Parishes in the Diocese, we are growing.                 

People may look on us as old but God often chooses those who are more 

mature to undertake great things and what might look foolish and weak 

to the world, as Jesus appeared to be, is how God’s strength is               

manifest. 

We have God and we have each other and that is enough. 

God has called us all together to: 

1.            Maintain our beautiful and soul-stirring worship; 

2.            Maintain and restore our beautiful grounds and buildings; 

3.            Welcome and care for all – be they Parishioners or not; 

4.            Increase the numerical and financial health of the Parish; and 

5.            Increase the spiritual health of the Parish. 

  

All of this is to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a liturgical, sacramental, 

pastoral, outward-looking, and caring Parish for centuries to come and I 

hope that you will give generously of your time, talents, and financial              

resources so that all of this can be achieved. 

We are seeking to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a place where all are 

cared for, particularly those in need and we are most grateful to you for 

your support for all that St. Paul’s does to “seek the welfare of the city 

where God has set us, and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its wel-

fare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29: 7) 

The impact of the pandemic and lock down on the Parish: 

Given the extended lock down and the probability of ongoing                                

restrictions being in place after the lock down, this will place significant 

pressure on the Parish's finances. We also had to recently replace the roof 

on the Hall and repair the ceiling in the Hall. The Parish had to draw 

down on savings to pay for this and although many Parishioners have 
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been very generous and have 

helped the Parish to recoup a sig-

nificant proportion of these costs, 

we still have a long way to go be-

fore we have met the cost of this 

necessary work. 

Despite not being able to meet for 

worship, every facet of Parish life is 

continuing and in many ways the 

lock down creates more work, given 

the constraints of not being able to 

meet together, as we seek to keep 

everyone safe, calm, connected to 

God, and connected to each other. 

You might like to consider making 

your financial donations to the Par-

ish via electronic fund transfer.  

The St. Paul’s bank account de-

tails are: 

Account name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church Burwood                                  

BSB#: 032062                                              

A/C #: 250028 

We trust, as always, that God’s love 

will prevail (and that the bulk of 

the Australian population will soon 

be vaccinated). 

Please hold the Parish, Ministry 

Team, Parish Council, Wardens, and 

me in your prayers as we trust God 

to guide and lead us and to protect 

and provide for us as we journey on 

in faith and hope and love. 

In the midst of these disruptions 

and challenges, we will continue to 

keep everyone safe, calm,                   

connected to God, and connected 

to each other. We will continue to 

love God and our neighbour. We 

will continue to upgrade our                  

facilities (and hopefully with            

successful grant applications we 

hope to have many projects             

underway in the near future such as 

the new sandstone floor and mosaic 

in the Bell Tower Porch, solar panels 

on the Hall, security for the whole 

precinct, fire security for the 

Church, cool room for the Parish 

Pantry, more kneelers for the 

Church, more bags for the Parish 

Pantry, all made possible by the 

amazing generosity of our                      

Parishioners and community                   

towards the Parish and Parish             

Pantry). We will continue to care for 

all who are struggling and come for 

help from the Parish Pantry.  

 Final Prayer: 

Please be sure of my prayers for 

you and your families and friends as 

we live through these disrupted 

times and I look forward to being 

able to worship God together with 

you soon. 
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We know that nothing can separate 

us from the love of God in Christ                   

Jesus our Lord so we need not fear 

anything in life of death – certainly 

not the pandemic. It is a matter of 

following the appropriate health                 

advice and getting on with life de-

spite the disruption and challeng-

es. 

We turn to God in prayer: 

In darkness and in light,  

in trouble and in joy,  

help us, heavenly Father,  

to trust your love,  

to serve your purpose,  

and to praise your holy name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Amen. 

The Ministry Team are giving           

consideration to re-scheduling the                     

Sesquicentenary Celebrations and 

also how we can make sure that                   

every Parishioner is cared for              

pastorally through the lock down 

and also how to make sure that all 

of our Parishioners receive spiritual 

sustenance through the lock down. 

We will re-group and at some point 

in the future hold fitting Sesquicen-

tenary Celebrations at St. Paul’s as 

we give thanks to God for all that 

has been and as we look forward in 

hope to all that God has in store. I 

believe that part of what God has in 

store is that, by God’s grace, we en-

sure that St. Paul’s will remain a li-

turgical, sacramental, pastoral, out-

ward-looking, and caring Parish for 

centuries to come and I thank you 

most sincerely for your part in this 

wonderful journey that God has 

called us to share. 

 

May you know God’s peace at this 

time. 

With my love and prayers. 

Peace,                                                                                                                   

James. 

On behalf of the Wardens, Parish 

Council, and Ministry Team 
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SESQUICENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
My Dear Friends, 

I am writing to give you an update on our sesquicentenary. Given the       

current lockdown and the uncertainty surrounding both its length and 

the post-lockdown restrictions, we have had to make the decision to   

postpone our celebrations. 

As disappointing as this is, I want to stress that this is only a postpone-

ment and not a cancellation. The ministry team will be meeting in the 

coming days to discuss options for rescheduling the program of events. 

It is important that we still have the opportunity to mark such a significant 

event in our parish history, even though it will need to take place at a               

later date. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have worked 

tirelessly to prepare for this significant milestone in the life of St Paul's. 

This work has not been wasted and, while we have to be patient for a lit-

tle while longer, we will all eventually get to see our celebrations come to 

their fruition. 

Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and your family at this 

time. 

Peace,                                                                                                                               

James. 

Prayer in such difficult times  
Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought 

low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

    (Church of England Prayer Resources)  
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Trading Table update 
I have been making good use of the lock down by building up stocks 

for the Trading Table for sale when we can all meet again. See below 

the new ones in red.  

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange and lemon,                              

Seville orange, Blood Orange, Orange & Rum, Orange, Ginger & Cori-

ander, Orange Rum & Raisin, Grapefruit, Grapefruit & Pomegranate, 

Chai Spiced Grapefruit, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, 

Mojito Lime, Lime, Lime & Ginger, Mandarin, Cumquat, Cumquat Mo-

roccan Style, Orange & Apricot), Butters (Lemon, lemon, lime & Pas-

sionfruit) Jams peach & plum, Pineapple & Passionfruit, Apricot, Apri-

cot and Pineapple, Plum, Passionfruit jam/sauce, Choko & Ginger jam, 

Crab Apple jelly, Apple Jelly, Quince Jelly, Guava Jelly, Crab Apple 

Sauce, Quince and Apple sauce, Lilly Pilly Jelly, not to mention the chut-

neys (Choko, Pear & Apple, Paw Paw, Sweet Mustard Pickles)  

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to make it for you.  

Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce.  

St Paul’s fans a few still available, $2 each, post cards $1 and mugs at $8  

St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or black) $10 each or 3 for $25  

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each.  

Cards of St Paul’s stained glass windows available again $3.50 each  

Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at varying prices.  

Pair black Kelvin Klein ladies boots hardly worn size 8 1/2 $25  

Plants: They will be having a rest for the winter and will return in the 

spring  

We have a selection of books, CD’s and DVD’s available for sale $1 

each  
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The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If        

anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc 

please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect.  

Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first.  

I am in need of small jars as my stock is depleted after. 

Tower Porch progress 
The tower porch is also being transformed with the addition of a Faith, 

Hope, Love mosaic of a Canterbury Cross  (I call it the 4 bells)  to                      

celebrate the Sesquicentenary. The quarry tiles which covered the floor 

have been removed, a layer of sandstone pavers laid to surround the 

beautiful mosaic. This has coincided with the lockdown so there is no                 

inconvenience for the bellringers access or the midweek services.   

 

 tiles removed  

after removal and levelling 
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sandstone pavers laid 
with hole for the  

mosaic  

tiles laid and grout-
ed with a corflute 
(corrugated plastic) 
circle of a previous 
design filling the 
hole ready for the 

actual mosaic 

Faith, Hope & Love 
mosaic design to be 

inserted 
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Cooked food for homeless 
Dear Fr. James 

Greetings from Renga 

Thanks for accepting our cooked food to distribute to the needy 

homeless people. On behalf of the Rotary Club of Granville, we say 

thank you and Rosemary for helping us to distribute the food. 

Today is a great day and introduce famous Sri Karphaga Vinayakar 

Temple well respected Preist Sri. Raghunatha Gurukkal. Temple                            

Management prepared homemade Veggi curry and rice for homeless 

people. This is one kind of community integration and gets to know 

each other.  

Renga Rajan                                                                                                                       

Secretary - Rotary Club of Granville 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 35)                                         

By Kerin Brown  
Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

Lilies - North Porch 

This is the smallest and most recent window in St Pauls, created in 1967.  

It’s easy to miss, on your right as you enter the church from the North 

Porch.  I asked one of St Paul’s flower ladies, Jude Lawrence,  and she 

thinks it’s a stylised lily, the blue background being a ‘nod to the Virgin 

Mary’.  Real lilies have six petals, this one only five.  Is it meant to be a 

Madonna lily, which is often placed near Jesus’ mother Mary? The strik-

ing blue of the background looks like ultramarine, ground from lapis 

lazuli – a precious stone from Afghanistan, which was used to adorn the 

tombs of pharaohs and the eyes of Cleopatra! Very costly and used 

sparingly.  It became associated with the Virgin Mary – she is often 

wearing a blue mantle. 
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The colour blue in Christian                    

Orthodox iconography represents                    

transcendence, mystery, and the 

divine. It is the colour of the sky -  a 

heavenly colour. In the Byzantine 

empire, blue was the colour of an 

Empress! 

Lilies feature in the Hebrew bible:  

Hosea talks of Israel blooming like 

a lily under God’s forgiveness:  

 I will heal their disloyalty; I will love 

them freely,  

for my anger has turned from them.  

I will be like the dew to Israel;  

he shall blossom like the lily, 

he shall strike root like the forests of 

Lebanon. (Hosea 14:4-5) 

In the Song of Songs, Bride and 

Groom describe the Bride as a lily: 

I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the 

valleys.  As a lily among brambles, 

so is my love among maidens. (Song 

of Solomon 2:1-2) 

The Gospel writers compare the 

lily to the glory of King Solomon’s 

raiment, that we are worth so much 

more to God than mere grass or 

flowers, but that this beauty and life 

is fleeting. 

Consider the lilies, how they grow: 

they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell 

you, even Solomon in all his glory 

was not clothed like one of these. 

But if God so clothes the grass of 

the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 

how much more will he clothe you 

– you of little faith! (Luke 12: 27-28, 

see also Mark 6: 28-30)  

In the 7th century, the Venerable 

Bede likened the Virgin Mary to a 

white lily. 

St. Bernard (1090-1154) described 

Our Lady as " the lily of chastity." 

In the 14th century, it became com-

mon to find lilies in Annunciation 

paintings and illuminations. In 

many scenes the Archangel                    

Gabriel holds a lily, or lilies are 

placed between the archangel and 

the Virgin. 

White lilies are often associated 

with funerals today.  They are 

meant to represent peace, grace, 

sympathy, dignity, honour and                           

innocence. 
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 83,787.65 
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economi-

cal as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot 

risk contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase 

small packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg 

pkts and the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money 

that you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  

       

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

Choir resumes: as soon as the pandemic allows 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving:$1735 

Parish Pantry:$425 

Hall roof Repair:$100 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$2,260 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

The Church is abandoning its flock 
The CofE's great leap forward will cull clergy and                      

abandon parishioners - by Giles Fraser  
“We don’t preach morality, we plant churches. We don’t preach thera-

peutic care, we plant churches.” Justin Welby, July 2021 

There are some forms of Christianity that exist only in order to repro-

duce. Christians are here to make new Christians who, in turn, are 

called to go out there and make even more new ones. The purpose of 

church life is to beget more church life. Randy for converts, these good 

shepherds admire the sheep in the pews principally for their repro-

ductive qualities. And you can tell it’s these sorts of Christians that are 

now running the show in the Church of England, because those of us 

who are deemed to be infertile or firing evangelistic blanks are being 

slated for the knacker’s yard. The latest group to be targeted for a cull 

are the clergy themselves. In more senses than one, we are being di-

rected to Genesis chapter nine, verse seven: “Go forth and multiply!” 

The new growth strategy from head office is code named Myriad, 

Greek for ten thousand. The idea is to have 10,000 new churches by 

2030, creating a million new disciples. Don’t worry about the figures 

too much, they are nothing more than fantasy numbers plucked from 

the sky. As a general rule, church growth is inversely proportional to 

the big talk coming from head office. Of course, we are all supposed to 

nod along, as if this is some fabulous, exciting initiative. As Martyn Per-

cy, the Dean of the Cathedral in Oxford, explained, it’s becoming a bit 

like one of those Stalinist 10-year plans, something we are all obliged 

to cheer, yet one that is totally disconnected to reality. 

The latest Great Leap Forward for the C of E looks like this. Get rid of 

all those crumbling churches. Get rid of the clergy. Do away with all 

that expensive theological education. These are all “limiting factors”. 

Instead, focus relentlessly on young people. Growth, Young People, For-

wards. Purge the church of all those clapped-out clergy pottering 
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about in their parishes. Forget the Eucharist, or at least, put those who 

administer it on some sort of zero hours contract. Sell their vicarages. 

This is what our new shepherds want in their prize sheep: to be young, 

dumb, and full of evangelistic… zeal. 

You think I am over-stating the matter? This is how Canon John McGin-

ley recently explained the thinking behind Myriad: 

“Lay-led churches release the church from key limiting factors. When 

you don’t need a building and a stipend and long, costly college-based 

training for every leader of the church … then we can release new peo-

ple to lead and new churches to form. It also releases the discipleship 

of people. In church planting, there are no passengers.” 

Project Myriad, or something like it, has been in the wings for several 

decades. When I was first a priest it was called The Decade of Evange-

lism. It was an embarrassing disaster. And throughout my time, there is 

always another tiresomely new initiative on the go with some enthusi-

astic sounding name like Springboard. Most of my clergy friends in-

wardly groan when they hear of yet another exciting new strategy. 

But Covid has finally given its proponents the opportunity they need. 

When the Archbishop of Canterbury decided to celebrate and broad-

cast the Eucharist on Easter Day 2020 from his kitchen, rather than pop-

ping down a few stairs to Lambeth Palace’s fine 13th-century chapel, he 

was clearly making a point: all those old stones are holding us back, 

they are unnecessary. It’s called “a new way of being church”. Our new 

churches will meet in people’s homes, not in churches. Around 20-30 

will gather in the living rooms of the wealthiest people in the parish — 

who else has a living room that can sit this many people? 

Of course, the shepherds know that many of the sheep don’t like the di-

rection in which they are being led. The recent revolt of the Diocese of 

Winchester against their Bishop is a case in point. They threatened a 

vote of no confidence and he has stepped back from ministry. As Jere-

my Clarkson has recently discovered, sheep can be remarkably bolshy 

creatures with a mind of their own. So, inevitably, the shepherds are try-



25 

ing to calm their flock with soothing words. We want a mixed economy 

church, they say. We are not seeking to send unreproductive clergy to the 

knacker’s yard. We are not wanting to sell off your medieval church to be 

converted into yuppie flats. This isn’t about replacing the organ with the 

overhead projector or clearing out the books from the Vicar’s Study and 

replacing them with office equipment. Let many flowers bloom, they say. 

But that is not how it works in practice. Follow the money. Parish churches 

are being stripped of their clergy. The Diocese of Chelmsford is culling 

61 posts by 2021 with a further 49 under threat by 2026. Others are fol-

lowing suit. But as these “limiting factor” clergy are being culled, central 

funds are being directed towards new evangelistic initiatives through 

what is called Strategic Development Funding from the £9 billion piggy 

bank held by the fabulously wealthy Church Commissioners. Dioceses 

can now apply for money from a £45-million pot set aside to support this 

new look C of E. And many of the new jobs that are being funded are not 

for parish-based clergy, but for a whole new level of managers with new-

fangled titles like assistant archdeacon and mission enablers. This is the 

mechanism by which the church is being transformed. Even those Bish-

ops that want to resist this dismantling of traditional structures are being 

out manoeuvred. 

Perhaps the most sinister phrase in Canon McGinley’s lecture is the dis-

paragement of “passengers”. If you go to church to sit at the back, say 

your prayers, listen to the sermon and receive the Eucharist, or if you are 

bruised and just looking for a place of healing, that means you. If you are 

not a part of the great push forward, you are just so much baggage. Little 

wonder there is now a white-hot anger within the rank and file of the 

priesthood. Consider this from the former Dear of Exeter Cathedral, Jon-

athan Draper. 

“It is ironic, of course, that these proposals are being pushed by those 

who have both presided over the church’s decline and had the long and 

expensive theological education which they would jettison. There is 

nothing from the leadership of the church that reflects on their own part 

in decline, their own ineptitude, bullying, sense of entitlement, and in the 
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failure to connect with the very peo-

ple they would like to see fill the 

houses of the sufficiently wealthy in 

this brave new ecclesial world.” 

I have never seen this level of fury 

from within the church during my 

25 years as a priest. 

So, what is the answer? After all, the 

proponents of evangelism first do 

have a point – the Church of Eng-

land is dying fast. First, I would say 

that all efforts to put evangelism 

first are self-defeating. The Church 

feels like a gauche teenage boy go-

ing out to the pub deliberately to 

find a girlfriend, covering himself 

with cheap aftershave and rehears-

ing his unconvincing chat-up lines. 

It’s all so cringeworthy and needy. 

The way you make yourself attrac-

tive to others is by being fully your-

self, and having confidence in what 

you are – even if that is a little 

strange and different. It’s when you 

stop obsessing about attracting oth-

ers that you become more attractive 

to them. 

But also, the church is not called to 

be successful. It is called to be faith-

ful. I would prefer for us to die with 

dignity, being faithful to our calling, 

rather than to turn ourselves inside 

out trying to be superficially attrac-

tive, thus abandoning the faith as we 

have understood it. Indeed, the Bi-

ble is full of stores of the faithful 

remnant. In Biblical theology, the 

remnant are those faithful people 

that survive some catastrophe. To-

day, these are the people who come 

to church, faithfully to say their 

prayers — people of devotion and 

not necessarily of evangelistic vim 

and vigour. They are the beating 

heart of the parish. Eleanor Rigby, 

Father McKenzie: these are my he-

roes. And long term, these are our 

most effective evangelists. I am 

deeply offended that they are now 

called passengers. 

Secularisation is indeed a catastro-

phe for the churches. But we won’t 

outlast this period of history by be-

ing more business-like or by adopt-

ing slicker models of evangelistic 

marketing. We won’t be saved by 

panicky spread-sheet evangelists, 

Indeed, we must be more of what 

we have been called to be – more 

thoughtful, more prayerful, less 

fearful, more obedient to God’s call. 

We are resurrection people after all. 

Institutional death should hold out 

no terror for the faithful. And it will 

only be this lack of fear that can 

make us attractive once again. 
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  2 Samuel 7.1-14a; Psalm 89.21-38;                  

 Ephesians 2.11-22; Mark 6.30-34, 6.53-56 

St Paul today writes that the division between 

Gentile and Jew has been obliterated by Je-

sus: ‘He has abolished the law with its com-

mandments and ordinances, so that he might 

create in himself one new humanity in place 

of the two, thus making peace’. We Gentiles 

‘are no longer strangers and aliens, but […] are citizens with the saints 

and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone’.  

 Give thanks for interfaith work between Christians and Jews,                             

remembering especially the Australian Council of Christians and 

Jews and all others in Australia who promote dialogue, understand-

ing and respect between the two religions. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Ao-

tearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK... 

“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what differ-

ence we have made to the lives of others that will determine the significance 

of the life we lead.” 

Nelson Mandela  (1918-2013) 

South African Anti-apartheid revolutionary statesman and philanthropist  
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COVID TESTING CLINIC - Meryla Street Burwood 
 

Dear Community Members,  

COVID TESTING CLINIC IN MERYLA STREET, BURWOOD NOW OPEN 

There is great concern that the number of residents testing for COVID -

19 in the Burwood Local Government Area is comparatively low.  

To help raise the numbers, Council has been working with NSW Health to 

establish a Drive Through and Walk-In Testing Site at the Meryla Street 

Car Park in Burwood.  

The site is now up and running and will initially operate from 8am – 4pm 

for the next two weeks. At this location, it will be easy for the community 

to come forward and get tested so please help us by making everyone in 

the community aware of the new testing site.  

Please see the latest COVID updates at: https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/

Infectious/covid-19/Pages/case-locations-and-alerts 

 

Connie Vartuli                                                                                                                          

Executive Project Support Officer                                                                               

Community Life                                                                                                                      

9911 9837 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.nsw.gov.au%2FInfectious%2Fcovid-19%2FPages%2Fcase-locations-and-alerts.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Coffice%40stpaulsburwood.org.au%7Ce50bcaeaab73460d258c08d94751ea84%7Ca49b83dfe5284be4848473d
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.nsw.gov.au%2FInfectious%2Fcovid-19%2FPages%2Fcase-locations-and-alerts.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Coffice%40stpaulsburwood.org.au%7Ce50bcaeaab73460d258c08d94751ea84%7Ca49b83dfe5284be4848473d
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate; for 

Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected 

Archbishop of Sydney; for Michael 

Stead, our Regional Bishop; and for all 

the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

We also pray for the Reverend Matthew 

Redmond for the work he does with 

Anglicare. 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, 

Pray for,  The Eglise Anglicane du 

Rwanda 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and 

all its future endeavours, that through it 

we may glorify you with your Father and 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever. 

Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, we remember 

especially this week  all those who are 

feeling lonely and distressed due to this 

time of uncertainty caused by the 

pandemic.  

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; Anthony 

Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell,                

Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; David 

Morgan; Graham Norman; Adrian 

McManis; Alister & Sally Palmer; Marcus; 

Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane Smith; 

Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie, Bob 

Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Cecil Auld Churm that God 

may grant him a place of refreshment, 

light and peace. 

Pray, too, for, Lilly May Clifford; 

Timothy Herbert Gardner; Souad 

Mawad; Dorothy Noall; Esma Pennual 

Cranley; Ernest Evans; Herbert 

Thorburn; Nancy Conley; Annie 

McGowan & for any others whose year’s 

mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Thursday 22nd July - Mary Magdalene 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins OAM 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

