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Welcome to worship 

 Sunday 18th December 2022  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8.00am  Said Eucharist                                                                                                                               

9.30am  Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                                   

10.30am   Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday                                  

5.00pm   Carol Service                                              

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

south door. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



3 

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora   

Nation               

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,                   

St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith. 

Bible Readings    Year A   Bible Readings  

for Today                                    for next Sunday 

Isaiah 7.10-16                                   The First Reading        Isaiah 62.6-12                                     

Ps 80.1-7, 17-19                                The Psalm                      Ps 97                                              

Romans 1.1-7     The Epistle           Titus 3.4-8a           

Matthew 1.18-25    The Gospel          Luke 2.(1-7) 8-20 
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Everyone is invited to join 

us at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how An-

glicans prefer to receive the bread 

and wine at Holy Communion; some 

stand, others kneel, most receive the 

wafer in the hand, a few wish to have 

it put on the tongue. Most like to 

guide the Chalice to their lips, others 

like to take it into their hands, while 

others prefer not to touch it at all. 

None of these variations really mat-

ter but simply reflect Anglican diver-

sity.  

For health reasons and out of con-

cern for other worshippers, we ask 

you not to dip your bread into the 

wine. If you are uncomfortable re-

ceiving from the Common Cup the 

practice in our Parish is to receive 

the bread  only.  

Judging by the number of people 

who do it, many must imagine that 

not  receiving the Chalice to the lips 

but dipping the wafer or bread into 

the cup (called intinction) is a more 

hygienic way of receiving the                          

Sacrament. Nothing could be further 

from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the 

wine they are dipping into has                 

already been in contact with the lips 

of others, with all the best intentions 

in the world, the fingers of those who 

dip often come in    contact with the 

wine. Disease can spread more easi-

ly through the hands than through 

the lips, making this method the 

most unhygienic. In addition, the 

Prayer Book directs that all conse-

crated wine must be consumed be-

fore it leaves the Church, meaning 

that someone, usually the Chalice 

Assistant or the Celebrant, has to 

drink the left-over wine that has had 

multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others it is per-

haps understandable to want to dip if 

one has sore lips or has a cold, but 

the consensus of the Church is that 

taking only the bread is fully partici-

pating in Communion. 

Polishing brass and                  

Communion vessels,            

dusting, and cleaning 

 We will have a busy bee at the 

Church on Saturday 24th of                   

December at 10.00 a.m. 

Please come along and help to 

make St. Paul’s look beautiful for            

Christmas.  

Please bring some soft rags with 

you. 

Thank you. 



5 

Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at            

St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this                    

pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s         

people at St Paul’s and beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

Flowers as a Memorial 

Decorating our church with flowers is one way to re-

member a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special 

event. If you would like to give flowers in memory of  

a loved one, or as an offering of thanksgiving please 

contact Judith Laurence the week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 and 

contact Caroline in the parish office at                                                               

office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial 

notice in the pew bulletin. 

 

 News from St Paul’s …  

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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 Trading Table  

 

The Trading Table made $413.10 last weekend including the sale of The  

Epistle, Advent to Epiphany and selling after the Community Choir concert 

on Friday night. Don’t forget to get your tickets for the Christmas raffle. It will 

be drawn after the Carol Service. 

We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see below 

for the varieties), plants etc.   

Butters                                                                                                                                         

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lemon & Passionfruit 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                                             

Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Choko Chutney, Quince & Apple 

Sauce, Banana & Date Chutney, Pumpkin & Sesame Chutney, Paw Paw & Green 

Paw Paw Chutney 

Jams                                                                                                                                        

Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple 

Cherry Guava Jelly, Quince Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/

Sauce,   PawPaw/Pineapple & Ginger Jam,  Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam, 

Strawberry, Strawberry & Apple 

Marmalades                                                                                                                         

Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger,  

Orange & Cranberry, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, Orange & Pas-

sion fruit Jelly,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Citrus Jelly, Chai 

Spiced Grapefruit, Mandarin, Mandarin with Drambui, Mandarin with Car-

domen & Ginger, Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat Moroccan Style, 

Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat 

Spinach is back in season, lovely and fresh from the garden $3 a bunch 

A wonderful assortment of  plants are available  

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 
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Christmas Raffle      

 

Tickets are still available for the Christmas Raffle. They are $2 each or 3 

for $5. It will be drawn today, Sunday 18th December after the Carol                      

Service. 

Prizes include: 

• Espresso multi beverage capsule machine                                                                                      

• World’s most hygienic cutting board                                                                                          

• 1000 piece jigsaw                                                                                                            

• Salt & Pepper grooved baguette tray                                                                                          

• Wine cooler/Siesta acrylic wine glasses                                                                                   

• Bottle Sandleford Merlot/dripless wine pourer                                                                                

• White square table cloth approx 1300metres/6 napkins and rings                                                      

• Perfumed drawer liners                                                                                                       

• Fragrance sachets 

Please get your tickets after the 8am service or from the Trading Table 

Parish Prayer List 

At St Paul’s, we pray by name for people who have either asked for our 

prayers or for whom someone else has made a request. This list is                     

updated every 3 months or when we receive a new request. Some 

names are on our list on a long-term basis while others reflect a more 

immediate need and are short term.  

We will only be reading the names on the short-term list in the                   

services but the whole list will still be included in the printed prayers 

for parishioners to use throughout the week. The full list of names will 

be read in our midweek service. 

Names can be added to or removed from the lists at any time. 
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Final Tuesday Lunchtime Recital - 13 December 2022 

Program 

Joanne Hwang – ‘cello                                                                                                   

Variations on a Rococo Theme op.33 - Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-

1893)   

David Carreon – Violin                                                                                                   

Sonata No. 3 in D minor, Op. 27 (“Ballade”) - Eugène Ysaÿe (1858-1931)     

Alexander  Yau – Piano                                                                                                  

Symphonic Etudes, Op.13 Robert Schumann - (1810 – 1856) 

‘That was a most wonderful concert today. I thoroughly enjoyed it and 

am so glad I came.’ 

What a superb program to end this year’s Lunchtime Recital Series!  

A program of beauty, elegance and bravura performed with unmistaka-

ble musical energy and emotion. For some, this music evoked memories, 

‘I was teary at the end of the Schumann. I waited the whole work for that 

victorious moment to the change of key near the end! I'm glad you                    

remarked it.’ 

Joanne, David and Alexander are very humble people and appreciate 

the opportunity they have in performing at St Paul’s. Thank you very 

much Joanne, David and Alexander for touching our hearts and giving 

us the sense of well being through music and your performances. 

We look forward to hearing them again and wish them further success 

and happiness with their careers. 

Sheryl Southwood OAM                                                                                                

Recital Convenor  
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A happy and Holy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year                    

to Everyone - By Barry Brandy 

As you walk through the shopping centres and the stores you can hear 

the Christmas music and the choral music being played; look further 

and you will find balloons, streamers, pine trees, busy elves and in a 

special area sits a kindly old man with a full beard surrounded by        

children with wide eyes and happy expectant faces in this special       

wonderland. 

This is the season of Christmas (Traditional). We can see a young child 

sitting on the knee of a man dressed in red and white robes and            

whispering into his ear. 

In most parts of the world, it is known as Yuletide but, in Australia we call 

it Christmas despite its origins being mostly lost. 

As we farewell this year and look forward to better times in the coming 

21st Century. Australia like many other parts of the world, has had                

distress with drought, bushfires, floods and sweeping diseases. We have 

watched jobs disappear, battled through times of despair but have still 

managed to still smile at the end of this period. 

But some people are not happy with the celebrations and try to deny the 

Christmas spirit. However, Christmas is a festival for all to enjoy.               

Because suddenly, it is Christmas, and all of the problems of 2022 are 

behind us, and a new year’s is on the horizon.  

We can add to the enjoyment by making better use of the word                     

tolerance. It has many explanations in the dictionary. Forbearance a    

willingness or ability to tolerate, to be patient with those whose opinions 

and practices differ from yours. To be able to endure disagreeable                               

circumstances and to be broadminded. In Australia we have always said 

“A fair go.” 
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Consider the following sayings: 

1. “Since others have to tolerate my weaknesses, it is only fair that I 

should tolerate theirs” 

– William White 

2. “It is easier to be tolerant of the principles of other people if you 

have none of your own 

– Herbert Sinclair 

3. “No man is charitable that he ever becomes bankrupt making                        

allowances for others” 

- Unknown 

A common fallacy has been to look at Christmas merely as a fantasy of 

getting together and indulging. If this was true, then what we look to and 

celebrate would be doomed and become trivial and meaningless. 

Some of us learn very early that charity is something blessed.  

To think of Christmas is to look forward to a time when giving becomes 

a great joy than just receiving. 

As we look to God to give us guidance, look also to the wondrous star 

rising in the East and hope its benign influence will bring peace,                      

salvation, good health, and prosperity to all within its circle  

 

 

NAME BADGES 

Don’t forget to wear your name badge so that new 

comers can get to know you.  

If you are a new parishioner and need a name 

badge, please fill out the form at the back of the church. Thank you. 
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THANK YOUS 

Peoples’ generosity never ceases to amaze. This week we have had two 

car loads of food delivered from “The Chapel”, a little church in Clarence 

St with a big heart. And more food continues to come in from “CP10”, a 

Presbyterian church in Croydon Park and the Baptist Community Church 

in Condor St. Both are regular contributors. 

At one stage on Tuesday we had 6 Chinese speaking people translating 

for us which made the work of those serving at the pantry much easier. 

Thank you to Jason Yat-sen Li and Alex for enabling this to happen. 

Many people have dropped off generous contributions at Zoom’s Office 

in Burwood and we thank all those people for their help in providing lots 

of food for Christmas hampers that are being distributed to many of our 

people in Burwood and surrounding suburbs. 

Students from Homebush Boys have collected enough food to fill a large 

washing baskets full of Christmas goodies and pantry staples.  

We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who has helped in 

any way over this very busy year. Whatever your role has been we would 

like to thank you for your contribution. There have been over 20 regular 

volunteers this year and then there have been those who have contribut-

ed monetarily or in kind and of their time. 

An organisation such as this cannot exist without its faithful volunteers. 

Thank you 
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 For General & Offertory                        

Donations                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                                           

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:       032 062                                                 

Account #:      812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s this 

week and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $2323                                                            

≈ Parish Pantry: $115                                              

≈ Trading Table: $500                                      

≈ Special Donation: $600                                

≈ Donation from Consort 8: $900                      

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$4,438 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector 

and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be used at 

their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish." 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.00am-11.30am.  

With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now 

spending in excess of $900 per week.  

Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this 

costs us $200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir 

who are now picking up the tab for this. 

With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now spending 

in excess of $600 per week.  

Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs us $200 

per week. Our thanks to the community Choir who are now picking up 

the tab for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS MOST NEEDED 

Plain flour                                                          
Breakfast cereal                                                       
Long life milk                                                            
2 minute noodles                                               
Complete meals in a box or a tin   
Spreads eg honey, jam, peanut butter                                                             
Margarine                                                             
Sweet and Savoury biscuits                             
Sugar                                                                   
Salt                                                                     
Cooking oil                                                                                       
Margarine                                                             
Rice wine                                                                 
Soy sauce                                                         
Large tins of tuna                                              
Rice and pasta                                                      
Pasta sauce                                             
Tinned tomatoes                                               
Fresh eggs 

WOMEN’S Toiletries 

Soaps                                                                 
Deodorant                                                    
Safety razors                                                    
Tooth brushes & paste                                   
Shampoo & conditioner  
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150 

per search and could include a copy of documents. 
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 Isaiah 7.10-16; Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19;  

 Romans 1.1-7; Matthew 1.18-25 

They shall name him Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is 

with us’. What a profound concept – that God should 

take on human form and become one of us – what the 

poet John Betjeman called ‘the most tremendous tale of 

all’ in his poem, ‘Christmas’. We wait in anticipation for 

the Incarnation when God comes to us wearing the clothes of humanity, and 

allows us to become  like God by participating in God’s life. Alleluya! Salva-

tion is at hand! 

Pray this week that you may become more and more like God himself by fol-

lowing the example of Jesus. 

Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New 

Guinea, remembering especially today the staff and students at Newton The-

ological College in Popondetta.                                                                                

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022 

Burwood Community Choir is now on break 

The Burwood Community Choir has gone on break.  

New members are welcome for next year. Please contact Barbara Stone, 

Director, on barbarastoneam@gmail.com if you would like to join the 

choir. 

Christmas and January Services times  

After Christmas there will be just the one Service on 

Sundays in January at 9.00 a.m. with refreshments 

available after the Service. This will be the pattern 

until the Choir returns on Sunday the 29th of January when we will revert to 

our  8.00 a.m. Said Eucharist and our 9.30 a.m. Choral Eucharist.  

There will be NO Wednesday Services until Wednesday 1st of  February 

2023.  

mailto:barbarastoneam@gmail.com
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiH7bT9tPjeAhWSV30KHdxbBiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2FCSP377%2Fk23803801%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vgGK5KEH-9dmhMcJyAPt5&ust=1543540065084117
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God is in the house — and 

so, now, is Nick Cave 

The death of his son prompted Nick 

Cave’s reckoning with religion.            

Interview by Susan Gray 

VESTRIES are usually home to               

boxes of printer paper, shelves of 

comb-spined guidelines and                

reports, and donated mugs of               

various vintages. On an autumn 

Tuesday afternoon, the vestry of the 

west London church I have been 

asked not to name contains all the 

above — but also the musician Nick 

Cave,  drinking builder’s tea. 

He credits his church presence to 

the memoir written recently with 

the journalist Sean O’Hagan — 

raised a Roman Catholic but no 

longer practising — featuring their 

discussions about religion. The 

book’s wellspring was the death of 

Cave’s 15-year-old son, Arthur, in 

2015, and the profound changes 

that grief brought on him and his 

fashion-designer wife, Susie. 

Lockdown, and release from the  

rigours of touring, provided the 

space for conversations about               

creative practice, religion, and grief 

to take place, and for the book to 

take shape. “It was after doing this 

book that I started to go to church. 

So it wasn’t like he [Sean O’Hagan] 

convinced me otherwise. It was that 

I was able to speak freely and   

openly about things and work out 

where I stood rather than just               

having information rolling around in 

your head.” 

Good faith is a key concept for 

Cave as he navigates the rocky path 

of being a time-served rock star 

(his post-punk band the Birthday 

Party first performed in 1977), with 

all the recreational and relationship 

choices that that embodies, and 

speaking openly about                                

Anglicanism. 

“The book is about conversation. It 

is in good faith: that you can talk 

about things, you can disagree on 

things, and it’s not the end of the 

world, it’s just a disagreement. And 

this book exists on the other side of 

disagreement. You’re talking to 

someone that essentially wants the 

best from you. 

 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  
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“They’re not trying to score points 

or trap you. They’re just wonder-

ing and genuinely curious, they 

want to know things, and push 

back when they think you’re 

speaking rubbish. And there’s a 

mutual understanding that conver-

sation can be a kind of                         

corrective.” 

He continues: “My head is just full 

of stuff. Even when we’re doing an 

interview now, as I’m speaking 

things, and I’m wondering: ‘Hang 

on a second, is that really what I 

think about that?’ Because Sean 

comes back to questions and he 

will say: ‘What do you think of 

this? Do you believe this?’ And I’ll 

say ‘No’. Two weeks later, we’ll 

ask the same question, and I’ll say: 

‘Well, yes, the answer has 

changed completely.’ 

“That’s what a good-faith conver-

sation is: you’re allowed the privi-

lege of being wrong, and you 

don’t have to double down on bad 

ideas just to save face or score 

points. We both grew through 

these conversations — even 

though Sean was deeply sceptical 

about some of my spiritual ideas.” 

 

 

THE result, Faith, Hope and                  

Carnage, was completed four 

months before we met, and ends 

with the afterword: “Sadly, as I              

began writing this afterword, the 

death was announced of Nick’s 

oldest son, Jethro, in Melbourne.” 

Jethro died, aged 31, on 9 May this 

year. 

This was on top of the death              

during lockdown of Cave’s              

mother, Dawn, who died in                    

hospital in Australia. Cave’s only 

contact was via his sister Julie’s 

iPad. His former partner and 

friend Anita Lane also died as the 

book was being written. 

An air of loss hangs over our                   

interview that’s impossible to ig-

nore. It feels like entering a mine-

field to interrogate Cave about the 

suggestion in the book that Ar-

thur’s spirit retains an earthly di-

mension through the album 

Ghosteen. 

“There was a kind of holiness to 

Ghosteen that spoke into the                 

absence of my son and breathed 

life into the void,” Cave writes. 

“Those days in Malibu making 

that record were like nothing I 

have ever experienced before or 

after, in terms of their wild                 
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potency. It seems strange now to say it, but I also had this idea that               

perhaps I could send a message to Arthur. I felt that if there was a way to 

do that, this was the way — an attempt to not just articulate the loss but to 

make contact in some kind of way, maybe in the same way as we pray, 

really.” 

“And to communicate something to Arthur?” O’Hagan asks. 

“Yes, to communicate something. To say goodbye.” 

Cave began work on tracks for Ghosteen a few days after learning of Ar-

thur’s death. He also launched the Red Hand Files, an online forum 

where fans can ask for personal advice. And, in 2018, he went on an ask-

me-anything conversations tour. 

A little later, the book quotes the American theologian Cynthia 

Bourgeault and the “imaginal realm”, which Cave expands on in Faith, 

Hope and Carnage. It “seems to be another place you can inhabit briefly 

that separates itself from the rational world and is independent of the im-

agination. It is a kind of liminal state of awareness, before dreaming, be-

fore imagining, that is connected to the spirit itself. 

“It is an ‘impossible realm’ where glimpses of the preternatural essence 

of things find their voice. Arthur lives there. Inside that space, it feels a 

relief to trust in certain glimpses of something else, something other, 

something beyond.” 

COMING to terms with the loss of his son and becoming a regular pa-

rishioner do not overlap. “Personally, I haven’t looked for support in that 

way from the Church. It’s about something else entirely. And I’ve found 

most support about that sort of thing coming from other people, and es-

pecially through something like the Red Hand Files.” 

Cave’s wife set up a group for grieving parents. The couple also coped 

with grief through work. Susie Cave created the fashion label Vampire’s 

Wife, beloved by the Princess of Wales and Princess Beatrice. 

“She was literally in a darkened room. Until she got what seemed an in-

credibly insensitive request from a friend: ‘Look, I need you to make me 
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a dress for the GQ Awards. Could 

you do that?’ And that was the real         

answer. She got up and did it. 

“And that kicked off a way of en-

gaging back with the world. It’s not 

that everything went away, by any 

means. But there was just some-

thing that got her out of bed in the 

morning. And I think it continues to 

be that way. And the dresses them-

selves are extremely extraordinary: 

there’s a spiritual embodiment of 

her loss in those dresses. That’s how 

I see them.” 

One of the most oft–quoted                       

passages of Faith, Hope and                  

Carnage explores the interplay of 

grief, work, and forgiveness. “There 

is not a song or a word or a stitch of 

thread that is not asking for                         

forgiveness; that is not saying we 

are just so sorry.” 

But who is forgiving whom? Where 

is this forgiveness to come from? “I 

guess it’s forgiveness from God. But 

I think it’s also forgiveness from our 

son or sons. It’s the feeling that my 

son is trapped in a similar situation 

of feeling. The need to be forgiven 

for causing such, well . . . the need 

to be forgiven and . . . it’s just I find 

that difficult to talk about.” 

 

He pauses, then says that it’s easier 

to talk about forgiveness in wider 

terms. “To make art and do things 

creatively is a way of redressing the 

balance of our sins in the world. 

That’s one way to do it. To make art 

and to write songs goes some way 

in improving matters. That songs 

are fundamentally good. There’s a 

sort of moral dimension to a song 

that they do good. They make 

things better. And I think that’s one 

way of making amends or reconcil-

ing oneself to the world.” 

AS A child in Wangaratta, Cave 

used to make Staffordshire-style 

figurines, to the delight of his moth-

er, who kept them on display 

throughout her life. He returned to 

ceramics during lockdown, and 

made a series of figures of what I 

assumed was Satan, but this is 

quickly corrected: “It’s a devil. It’s 

not the devil. 

“It’s a devil, which is essentially a 

man with horns. It tells the story of 

a man, of the devil; it tells my own 

story. It was supposed to be like the            

Stations of the Cross — not in a 

blasphemous way. Each was a   

meditation, and that you move from 

one to the other. And it tells the life 

story of the devil.” 
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The final figure in the series looks lonely and elicits sympathy. “He’s                

forgiven in the end. And I mean, there’s obvious parallels to my own life. 

But this was not something I set out to do. This was something that                  

unfolded. It was astonishing at the end, when I looked at them all                        

together, to see what they were saying. Those devils are small, and they 

exude a humility.” 

The series, two years in the making, is now on show in the Sara Hildén 

Art Museum, in Tampere, Finland, until January, together with works by 

Brad Pitt and the British sculptor Thomas Houseago. 

Cave learnt of his mother’s death on the day that he was due to go to the 

studio of his friend Karen Johnson for a ceramics session. “I was about to 

call Karen and cancel the day, but Susie encouraged me to go and do 

one of these sculptures; she said ‘go’, and so I did. 

“And I really got pulled into the whole thing. There was something about 

making these ceramics that was deeply intoxicating. After a couple of 

aborted attempts, I just woke up with the idea of doing the devil, that 

came almost fully formed.” 

Spirits are a focus for his enthusiasm for the Gospel of Mark, having  

published an introduction to the Gospel in 1998. But is not the familiar 

Gadarene swine cleansing that he is most drawn to, but the child with 

possible epilepsy in Mark 9, whose father asks for help. 

“This is the mute deaf child that has fits, and Christ steps into an argu-

ment where his apostles are trying to remove the unclean spirit, and they 

can’t do it. And everyone’s doubting that they have any power, and Christ 

steps in and does it; but it’s mostly the response from the father-figure in 

that story.” 

What is left out of the Gospels is as compelling as what is included, he 

says. “I’ve been fascinated by the stories of the Bible on that basic level 

as stories, but the Christ stories have a strange pull. I like to imagine 

what’s going on, because there’s not a lot of information. 
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“It’s interesting to read between the lines and work out what’s actually 

going on. Like the story I just told you about the chaos that’s going on, 

and everyone doesn’t know what to do, and Christ steps into chaos.” 

HE FIRST heard the Bible as a choirboy in Wangaratta Cathedral, going 

three times a week until he was 12 and sent to boarding school. ‘I was-

n’t a very good choirboy, I wasn’t a very good singer. I was conscious of 

the fact that I wasn’t one of the rising stars of Wangaratta Cathedral. 

Then I just went to boarding school in Melbourne, and that was it. 

“You know, I don’t think I ever left the church. I just went to Melbourne.” 

He recalls finding the sermons particularly trying as a child, though he 

finds them more engaging now. 

There has been a Christian theme running through some of his lyrics 

over the years. “The Mercy Seat” will be resonant with anyone familiar 

with Salvation Army worship; “Brompton Oratory”, his break-up song 

about P. J. Harvey, refers to both the Oratory and the Pentecostal Ken-

sington Temple; and “God is in the House” is a send-up of fire-and-

brimstone moralising. Still, there are no plans to pivot into Christian 

rock. 

Faith, Hope and Carnage explains his personal crossroads of rock and 

religion: “All my songs are written from a place of spiritual yearning, 

because that is the place that I permanently inhabit. To me, personally, 

this place feels charged, creative, and full of potential.” 

He says that his friendship with Chris Martin is not influenced by the 

Coldplay singer’s Evangelical upbringing. “He reached out when Ar-

thur died, he sent Victor Frankl’s [book] Man’s Search for Meaning — 

which was way too early, I was not in any mood to read something like 

that. But I remembered that as an act of kindness, and when I was in a 

condition to say thank you, I did, and we became friends. 

“Very often, I get on well with people who are involved in music in a 

completely different way than I am, because it’s not about the music.” 
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Cave says he knows of two other performers who are in the closet about 

their Christianity. 

After losing her son, Susie Cave became interested in Hari Krishna               

services, and persuaded her husband to join her at one event. “There 

was a pile of Birkenstocks; so I took my shoes off and went in. They were 

playing Krishna music with a call and response thing, but the lights were 

out, it was very dim. 

“Within a very short space of time, I really liked it, and started dancing 

around, going ‘Hari Krishna, Hari Krishna’, not because I was a becom-

ing a Krishna, but there was just this beautiful music, and I was happy. 

And the headache I’d arrived with went, and I felt good. It was only ten 

or 15 people in there. 

“Then, at the end, the lights come on. And these youngish people knew 

who I was, and the whole temperature for me personally changed. And 

it became like it all came back. But there was just this moment of possi-

bility of being able to lose myself in the dark, and it was really quite 

beautiful. 

“Maybe that is what happens for people when they go to something like 

this. They can just be absorbed into the community without feeling al-

ienated in some way, or separate or special. Maybe everyone feels awk-

ward. There’s something to be said about religion with the lights off.” 

The metaphorical lights are turning up on our meeting in the vestry, as 

the phone rings (“I haven’t heard a landline in ages”), the door keypad 

pings, and others need to get into the vestry for its numerous purposes. 

How does he find being part of an everyday Anglican church communi-

ty? “To step into a church is quite different than just entertaining your 

own ideas about things within your own head. In church, something hap-

pens with the sceptical side of me that at times drops away, and there is 

a genuine sort of rising of the spirit. 

“I’m kind of moving into these intuitions that I feel all the time, but I’m 

also a rational person. I’m on a journey towards something, which seems 
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to me mysterious, unfathomable, even absurd. But that journey may just 

be the religious experience.” 

Framing his current belonging over a longer timescale, he concludes: 

“As far back as I can remember, and despite the kind of life I’ve lived, 

I’ve felt pulled back to toward religion. And I go to some length in the 

book to explain that this is not vague spirituality: this is towards                    

something much more systemised and concrete.” 

As we say farewell and head towards the cloisters, the verger says: “See 

you Sunday, Nick.” 

“Yeah, Sunday,” he replies, “And then I’m on tour.” 

Archbishop Welby pledges solidarity during three-day  

visit to Kyiv - By JONATHAN LUXMOORE  

THE Archbishop of Canterbury has pledged solidarity with Ukrainians 

during a three-day visit to Kyiv, in which he deplored the suffering            

inflicted on them during the war, now in its tenth month. 

“The people of Ukraine have shown extraordinary courage in the face of               

Russia’s illegal, unjust, and brutal invasion,” Archbishop Welby said on 

Wednesday. 

“This visit is about showing solidarity with them as they face a                        

profoundly difficult winter.” He said that he was looking forward to                 

meeting church leaders and Christians in Kyiv, “and learning how we 

can continue to support them amidst the ongoing devastation, loss and              

destruction of this war”. 

The Archbishop spoke after arriving in the Ukrainian capital from          

Poland, where he said that he had been “deeply moved” by stories told 

to him by refugees at a crisis centre in Warsaw. 

He said: “In this season of Advent, we remember that Jesus was born into               

conflict and persecution — and became a refugee when his parents fled             

violence and persecution to seek safety in Egypt. 
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“I urge Christians in the Church of England and around the world to 

keep praying for the people of Ukraine in this Advent season — and all 

people around the world caught up in conflict. Let us keep offering our 

solidarity and support in every way we can”. 

The Archbishop was accompanied by the Bishop in Europe, Dr Robert 

Innes. Together, they inspected the work of church charities in                        

supporting refugees and internally displaced people in the city. They 

met surviving members of Christ Church, the Anglican chaplaincy. 

The Archbishop’s visit took place as Russian shells and missiles inflicted 

further damage on Ukraine’s electricity and water supplies; Ukrainian 

forces struck back at targets in Russia’s southern Kursk region. 

Meeting in Bucharest on Tuesday, NATO ministers pledged further arms          

supplies and help to restore Ukraine’s power grids, while also promising 

to admit the country to the alliance at a future date. 

In a weekend message to Ukrainians, the Pope deplored the “tragic                  

stories” that he had heard from the war, and called on the country’s    

leaders to take “far-sighted decisions for peace and economic                               

development”. 

He said: “Despite the immense tragedy they suffer, the Ukrainian people 

have never been discouraged or yielded to self-pity. The world has                 

recognised a bold and strong people, a people who suffer and pray, cry 

and fight, resist and hope: a noble and martyred people.” 

Pope Francis came under fire from Russian officials for suggesting, in an 

interview to the US Jesuit magazine America on Monday, that Chechen 

and Buryat soldiers “not of the Russian tradition” had shown the worst 

cruelty in Ukraine. 

“This is no longer just Russophobia — it is a perversion on a level I                 

cannot even name,” a spokeswoman for Moscow’s Foreign Ministry,               

Maria Zakharova, responded in a social-media post. 

Russia has relied heavily on ethnic-minority recruits since invading 

Ukraine on 24 February, although there is no published data to suggest 
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that non-Russian soldiers have been any more responsible for war 

crimes than Russians. 

Reacting to the Pope’s remarks, the governor of Chechnya, Ramzan 

Kadyrov, described Pope Francis as “a victim of propaganda and foreign 

media persistence”. 

Aid organisations warn of worsening winter conditions across Ukraine.  

In a statement this week, the head of the Roman Catholic Caritas                    

network in Poland, the Revd Marcin Izycki, predicted a new wave of                  

refugees. 

On Tuesday, Kyiv’s mayor, Vitali Klitschko, said that the Ukrainian capital 

was having to adjust to between two and three hours of electricity per 

day, while the project manager of the Caritas-Spes, Olena Noha, told 

Austria’s Kathpress agency that people were being “worn down more 

and more” by “darkness and constant fear of missiles”. 

The Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelensky, is to consider a mass peti-

tion calling for a ban on Ukraine’s Moscow-affiliated Orthodox Church, 

whose prohibition on national security grounds has also been proposed 

in a bill before the Kyiv parliament, after a series of police raids on its 

churches and monasteries. 

Addressing MPs in Westminster on Tuesday, the president’s wife, Olena 

Zelenska, urged Britain to help set up a “special tribunal” to hold Russia 

“responsible for the crime of war and terror”, while G7 justice ministers 

also announced a network of war crimes investigators. 

In a Facebook post the same day, the spokesman for the independent 

Orthodox Church of Ukraine, Archbishop Yevstratiy (Zoria), said that he 

believed that the “most appropriate place” for an international-war-

crimes court would be Moscow’s 6000-seat military Resurrection cathe-

dral, which was consecrated with government backing by Patriarch Kirill 

in June 2020. He added that Nuremberg had been chosen for the post-

war trial of Nazi criminals because Hitler had held “great rallies” there. 
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Vaughan Williams by Eric Saylor 

Ronald Corp reviews a new Master Musicians handbook to 

RVW 

IF CLASSIC FM listeners are anything to go by, it seems that Ralph 

Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) is now the nation’s favourite British                   

composer. In recent years, The Lark Ascending has topped the Classic 

Hall of Fame 12 times. But the composer’s reputation had taken a dip after 

his death, and this book by the American scholar Eric Saylor comes at a 

time when a reassessment of Vaughan Williams’s stature is under way. 

The book is part of Oxford University’s Master Musicians series, and it 

throws new light on this occasionally misunderstood composer. 

It has always been accepted that Vaughan Williams was a late starter, 

achieving his first real success with the Sea Symphony, which the com-

poser conducted on his 38th birthday in 1910. The Fantasia on a Theme 

by Thomas Tallis had received its première a month earlier, but its musi-

cal language had puzzled some of the audience. 

It has also been accepted that Vaughan Williams’s music was influenced 

by the folk songs that he collected (he transcribed more than 800 in the 

decade from 1903), by his enthusiasm for Tudor music, by his work on 

hymnody (he was the music editor of The English Hymnal, published in 

1906), and his studies with Ravel in Paris. But that isn’t the complete pic-

ture. What previous books about Vaughan Williams have not been able to 

do is to consider in any depth his early compositions. 

Over the past 20 years, many of these early pieces have been published 

and recorded; so it is now possible to review his entire output. His early 

tutors, Parry and Stanford, were influential, but Vaughan Williams was                 

always diffident about his own music. He found the composer Bruch, with 

whom he studied in Berlin, more encouraging. 

Vaughan Williams married Adeline Fisher when he was 25, and at that 

time he was making his livelihood from writing articles for music                         

publications, including Grove’s Dictionary of Music and Musicians. His 

first work in print was “Linden Lea”. From that year, 1902, to the end of 
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the following year, he had 21 works published or first performed. 

The book is arranged so that the odd-numbered chapters are biograph-

ical, and the even ones deal with the music written during the years in 

question. The chapters on the music begin by assessing the composer’s 

reputation and influence at each stage of his career, while including anal-

ysis of the works under discussion; this is never over-technical, but al-

ways perceptive. Saylor is particularly good at explaining the use of the 

word “Pastoral”, which Vaughan Williams gave as the title of his Sympho-

ny No. 3, and is also fair in his comments on his six operas, none of which 

holds a place in the repertory. Latterly, in his old age, Vaughan Williams’s 

tonal music was at odds with the music being written by younger                         

composers. 

Saylor has had access to 500 or so letters that are now available online 

and in print, and, with the passage of time, it is now easier to talk about 

the composer’s relationships with women, and particularly his affair with 

the woman who was to become his second wife, Ursula. His friendship 

with her, encouraged by Adeline, who had long been an invalid, seems to 

have inspired some of his sunniest compositions: the Serenade to Music 

and Symphony No. 5. Vaughan Williams married Ursula in 1953, two years 

after the death of his first wife. 

The book includes a calendar, a comprehensive catalogue of works, and 

a list of names, as well as a bibliography. Saylor makes clear that Vaughan 

Williams was much more than a great composer: he was a conductor,               

editor, scholar, teacher, author, administrator, and philanthropist. He was 

a practitioner and advocate of amateur music-making, and a great                   

supporter of other composers, most notably Holst, whom he also helped 

financially. 

This book is essential reading for anyone who loves Vaughan Williams’s 

works, and will surely bolster the reputation of this most influential British 

composer. 

The Revd Ronald Corp, an assistant priest at St Alban’s, Holborn, in                        

London, is a composer and conductor. 
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Welby interviewed: ‘This is a just war, and the Ukrainians 

will hold out for a just peace’ 

At the end of a three-day visit to Ukraine — what he described as a ‘show 

of solidarity’ against Russia’s ‘illegal, unjust, and brutal invasion’ — the 

Archbishop of Canterbury spoke to Jonathan Luxmoore 

Jonathan Luxmoore: You returned to Kyiv on Friday, after visiting Bucha 

and Irpen, both sites of atrocities against civilians under Russian                      

occupation. What impressions have you been left with? 

Justin Welby: I can best answer with a few short sentences, since the                                                 

situation is much more complicated than it looks. Firstly, in terms of 

what’s happening on the ground, we’ve seen how the continuing               

bombings and attacks are affecting civilians very badly. 

Secondly, we’ve seen the absolute horror of what was done in Irpen and 

Bucha with the Russian occupation, with the killing of civilians and its im-

pact on the population. 

Thirdly, the resolution and resilience of virtually all Ukrainians seems ex-

traordinary, and this means this war may go on for much longer than one 

might have hoped. 

It’s very hard to see the Ukrainians suddenly deciding they want to stop. 

They are quite determined to get a just peace, which must mean a cease-

fire and withdrawal by the Russians. And they’re not going to be bullied 

or pushed — quite rightly — into negotiations before they’re ready. 

So, those would be my headlines. And my final observation concerns the 

enormous work which the Church, in its global sense, is doing here, 

working closely in many partnerships. At the seminary which we visited 

today in Irpen, they’re feeding 150 people with full-scale lunches every 

day, and taking out 1200 meals every week. And that’s just one place at 

one point. 

JL: There are suggestions that the Russians are trying to undermine pop-

ular morale by destroying Ukraine’s power grid and civilian infrastruc-

ture, assuming this will weaken the population and force people to give 
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up. Is this having some impact? 

JW: I haven’t been here long enough to determine morale. But certainly 

the determination seems as high and strong as it ever was. 

JL: You also met members of Kyiv’s small Anglican community. How is the 

community holding up after so many have had to leave? 

JW: They are still functioning, although probably in single figures now; 

still meeting every week and holding services. We went to the lovely Lu-

theran church which the community rents, and that was very moving. 

They are a very impressive bunch of people. 

JL: You also met Metropolitan Epiphany (Dumenko), who heads Ukraine’s 

new independent Orthodox Church, and Major Archbishop Sviatoslav 

Shevchuk, leader of the Greek Catholics, who puts out a message to the 

nation every day, rallying people and trying to help. How important are 

the voices of Churches in this situation? 

JW: The impression I get is that they are really very important. I also met 

an army chaplain today, who had literally just got back from the front line 

after coming under heavy shell fire. And it seems to me that the Church is 

gaining enormous credit. 

The head of the seminary used a wonderful phrase when he told me 

about how they’ve had to re-evaluate their missiology. “To be credible,” 

he said, “we’ve realised we must carry the same scars as the society to 

which we minister.” 

JL: There have been serious moves this week to ban Ukraine’s Moscow-

affiliated Orthodox Church, with a bill to this effect in Ukraine’s parlia-

ment, the Verkhovna Rada, apparently gaining support from President  

Volodymyr Zelensky. This looks set to become a big issue over the                        

coming weeks. 

JW: I haven’t seen what the President said, though I’d be happy to talk 

about it once I’ve had a chance to study the matter. Certainly, the person 

we met yesterday from the branch of the Orthodox Church which is                  

Moscow-facing was extremely hostile to Moscow. But I haven’t seen 
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what’s being proposed, and I think it’s a matter for the Ukrainian people 

and their parliament. This is a democracy. 

JL: Russia’s Patriarch Kirill has given very direct, public, and persistent 

support for this war from the outset. Can we still speak to him? Indeed, 

can we and other Christian communities ever speak to him again? 

JW: I think we can, if he’s willing to speak. But the message he would 

get is not one he would like very much. It would be that this war, started 

illegally with no justification, has had evil consequences flowing from 

its start, which are indescribably horrible in terms of the deaths of 

many, many civilians and soldiers. None of this was necessary. 

But the war has also had consequences for Russia itself, in tens of thou-

sands of soldier deaths. The universal view outside Russia is that what 

Kirill needs to do now is to seek peace and pursue it. I’m not sure he 

will want to hear that message. 

JL: You’ve said that Ukraine cannot have a peace imposed on it. But it 

seems many people here are now worried that Western countries, in-

cluding the United States, will tire of the war and put pressure on 

Ukrainians to give up the territory which Russia has already occupied. 

JW: Well, imagine that you’re out walking one evening, and you come 

across someone being mugged. I don’t think they would greatly appre-

ciate it if you said “Ok, why don’t you give him your wallet but hang on 

to your watch?” Ukraine is resisting with enormous courage — and we 

don’t want another 1938 Munich settlement, in which the international 

powers act over the heads of people who are suffering the greatest. 

To be durable, sustainable and just, peace and reconciliation can only 

come from the parties in the conflict, and enforced peace is very                 

seldom a lasting peace. So it’s not in our interest — it’s certainly grossly 

immoral — to seek to enforce a peace on someone. 

I don’t think there’s any suggestion at the moment that Western powers 

like the US would enforce a peace on Ukraine. They might talk to                

President Putin with the intention of making clear how there could be 
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some progress, but not by turning to the Ukrainian government and   

people and saying: “You need to give something up.” 

It’s quite right to seek to end a war. That must happen. Wars are uncon-

trollable and deeply cruel, and I don’t have words to describe some of 

the things — such as the mass grave in the snow — which we’ve seen 

here. 

I can’t imagine what it will mean to face the winter here. It’s bitterly cold 

today, but nowhere near as cold as it’s going to get. And what will you do 

if you’re in your 70s with no electricity and heating, or a parent with a 

newborn infant? 

But these are very resilient people, and I don’t find anything in the words 

of Christ which says we should put aside our support for someone suf-

fering on the grounds that their oppressor is very powerful and violent. 

Yes, if someone asks for your coat, you should give him your cloak as 

well. But that’s a decision for the person being asked. Jesus isn’t saying 

someone else can come along and tell you that since you’ve been asked 

to go one mile, you will now go two miles. 

JL: Given the resilience and determination you’ve witnessed here, do you 

sense that Russia can actually be defeated, at least in the sense of having 

to withdraw from the whole of Ukraine? 

JW: I’m not a soldier of any kind at all, and I’ve no means of judging. But 

what we can also see is the extraordinary determination and courage of 

the Ukrainian army. So who knows? You’d have to ask a military man 

about this. But the way to peace is through a ceasefire and withdrawal. 

And that would change the facts on the ground instantly and amazingly. 

JL: From Ukraine’s point of view, should we think of this as a just war ac-

cording to the Christian criteria? 

JW: Yes. 

JL: How can Western Christians, and Anglicans particularly, living in                     

relative comfort and safety a long way away, help in this situation? 
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JW: There are things we need to look at in the Church to see how we can 

be more generous in finding ways of helping. We can give Ukrainian 

Christian communities better access to buildings, help those hosting 

Ukrainian refugees, and do something to give them a good Ukrainian 

Christmas. 

Indeed, there are plenty of things we can do, and we’ll be talking next 

week about giving financial support for agencies which are particularly 

effective here. But we need above all to lament and cry out to God in 

prayer for a just and sustainable end to this war. 

JL: And how do we come to terms with the kind of evil we are witnessing, 

which has caused such distress to so many people? 

JW: We start Christmas at midnight with the great reading about the light 

that comes into the darkness which the darkness has not overcome. The 

answer to this evil lies in goodness, generosity, and holiness in the lives 

of Christians, which bring light and hope to the world. 

Beyond COP27, severe turbulence lies ahead 

- By RICHARD HARRIES, a former Bishop of Oxford 

While progress was made at the summit, the UK Government now has  

difficult policy decisions to make, says Richard Harries 

AT THE opening of COP27, António Guterres called climate change the 

defining issue of our time (News, 11 November). COP27 was one of the 

defining moments in meeting that challenge. 

The first question is: how successful was it at really facing up to what is 

predicted will happen, and what were its successes and failures? The 

second question is: what are the implications of the agreements made for 

the policy of our own Government, in particular for our own nationally 

determined contribution? 

First, the decision to establish a loss and damage fund and to put it into 

operation in the coming period is much to be welcomed (News, 25                  

November). Whether or not this is viewed as a just restitution for the 

damage caused by the industrialised nations over the last 200 years in 
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relation to less developed ones, the 

fact is that there is now — and will 

be in the future — severe loss and 

damage and dire human need. 

We now have an agreement that 

there will be a fund to enable the 

world to respond to it. No agree-

ment has been reached, however, 

on who should pay the money, how, 

or how much. Recommendations 

will be made on operationalising 

the new funding arrangements next 

year. The process of reaching 

agreement on payment will need to 

be kept under close scrutiny in the 

year ahead, before COP28 in                   

December 2023. 

The immediate question for our 

Government is this. Where is our 

contribution going to come from? It 

is not good enough to divert money 

from the foreign aid budget, which 

is already reduced to 0.5 per cent 

from the Conservative manifesto 

pledged 0.7 per cent. That would 

simply mean that other vulnerable 

people formerly helped by aid pro-

jects will suffer. 

The key issue is the need to reduce 

the rate at which the globe is  

warming. COP27 reaffirmed the 

Paris Agreement temperature goal 

of holding the increase in the global 

average temperature to well below 

two degrees Celsius above pre-

industrial levels, and agreed to pur-

sue efforts to limit the temperature 

increase to 1.5 degrees. 

This is very soft language. The reali-

ty, as a number of people have not-

ed, is that the 1.5 degrees goal is ei-

ther dead or on life support. It is not 

totally impossible to achieve the 1.5 

degrees target, but to do so will re-

quire all nations to do much more 

than they are now. While COP26 re-

quested countries return to COP27 

with improved nationally deter-

mined contributions, only 34 coun-

tries did so, and some, including the 

UK’s, were largely unchanged. 

IN HIS Statement in the House of 

Commons, on 9 November, the 

Prime Minister said that “we will ful-

fil our ambitious commitment to re-

duce emissions by at least 68 per 

cent by the end of the decade”, and, 

in order to achieve this, mentioned 

accelerating transition to renewa-

bles, investing in nuclear power sta-

tions, and giving financial support 

to the green industrial revolution. 

I understand that the aim is for 25 

per cent of the UK’s energy to be 

supplied by nuclear power. Howev-

er, with five generators closed or 
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being phased out, is the Govern-

ment confident that we will have 

enough capacity to achieve that tar-

get? 

More than that, is the target high 

enough? France has 70 per cent of 

its energy needs supplied by 56 re-

actors. China has only 4.9 per cent 

of its energy supplied from its 53 

nuclear reactors, but, over the next 

15 years, it is planning to build 150 

new reactors, which is more than 

the whole of the rest of the world 

has built in the last 35 years. Should 

we not be raising the amount of en-

ergy from nuclear generation from 

25 per cent to at least 50 per cent? 

The purpose of this transition to nu-

clear power — and other measures, 

of course — is to stop having to use 

fossil fuels, but nothing was agreed 

at COP27 about ending their use. 

The final text did not advance on 

the previous policy of a phase-down 

of unabated coal power and a phase

-out of inefficient fossil fuel                  

subsidies. 

We all recognise the current                

difficulties caused by the war in 

Ukraine and the consequent sanc-

tions against Russia; but that war 

will have to come to an end sooner 

or later, and we already need to 

look beyond it to be rid of this key 

cause of global warming. Will the 

Government say something about 

their policy in relation to new oil 

drilling? Are they still committed to 

ending the use of coal power by 

October 2024? 

WHATEVER we do to reduce car-

bon emissions, our country and the 

whole globe will face increasingly 

turbulent weather conditions. As 

John Gray recently pointed out, 

countries such as Saudi Arabia and 

Russia could not move suddenly out 

of oil and gas without imploding 

and anarchy following. He also 

pointed out that the switch to re-

newables is not cost-free: there is 

both the political scramble for the 

rare metals needed — lithium, nick-

el and cobalt — and the environ-

mental cost of mining them. 

So we have to be realistic and real-

ise that the progress to net zero will 

be slow and fraught with political 

difficulties, and all the time we must 

prepare for the very severe turbu-

lence that lies ahead, and, not least, 

help the least developed countries 

both to do this and to repair and re-

build when they have suffered — 

hence the importance of the loss 

and damage fund, which we can, in-

deed, celebrate. 
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James Runcie interview: Something upon which to rejoice 

- By SARAH MEYRICK 

The novelist, playwright, and film-maker has written a tender and funny 

memoir in response to his wife’s terminal illness. Interview by Sarah 

Meyrick 

JAMES RUNCIE’s new book Tell Me Good Things: On love, death and 

marriage is a departure for the novelist, playwright, and film-maker. It is 

a memoir, and deeply personal. It tells the story of his love for his late 

wife, Marilyn Imrie, a drama director, singer, and artist, who died of                 

motor neurone disease (MND) in August 2020, just five months after her 

diagnosis. 

“It’s about grief, and love. And I hope it’s also about gratitude and                    

thankfulness,” Runcie says. They were together for 35 years and 

“immensely happy”. Her illness was devastating, and all the more terri-

ble because the diagnosis came just as the pandemic began. 

“It was very hard to deal with, both on a practical level in terms of nurs-

ing and the availability of staff, and also in terms of coping with her ac-

celerated decline,” he says. The speed that the disease rattled through 

her body was a mercy and a blow at the same time. 

The book is his “revenge” against the cruelties of MND, he says with a 

smile. He has attempted to “reclaim her” from the terrible last few 

months. 

There are two things that make his memoir unusual. “One is Marilyn. She 

was very different and very vivacious and joyous, and had enormous ve-

locity of character. And the second is, I thought I would try and make it 

funny. I thought I would have jokes in it and celebrate her life.” The result-

ing book is a comedy “in the broadest sense, the way you could argue 

that the Bible is a comedy, because it ends with hope”. 

The book is tender, heart-breaking, and funny by turns. Marilyn’s vibrant 

character leaps off the page. The reader is drawn into the heady orbit of a 

profound love story, played out against a backdrop that sweeps from the 
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East Neuk of Fife to Venice and back, to the strains of Bach and Mozart, 

and the poetry of John Donne and George Herbert. 

The supporting cast is stuffed with household names: the actors Pip Tor-

rens, Siobhan Redmond, and Bill Paterson are among the couple’s dearest 

friends. (Runcie refers to the 18th-century Scottish philosopher David 

Hume, writing: “These were our values. It’s what Marilyn and I believed 

in. Hospitality, Elegance, Literature and Friendship.”) 

Marilyn was, Runcie says, a consummate director, at home as well as at 

work. “She would sometimes make a play out of a situation or a family 

lunch. . . She would direct absolutely everything, including my                              

behaviour.” 

Her approaching death was absorbed into this drama. “Given our                     

background, the only way the family knew how to approach it was as 

some kind of weird and unexpected new production,” he writes. “We 

were working towards a last night, at an unspecified date, for one                 

performance only.” The trouble was, there was no script, no budget — 

and no schedule, of course. 

Nor was there an audience, because of the pandemic. “Nobody came — 

which was, in a way, a good thing, because she didn’t want to be seen in 

decline. She wanted to be remembered at her best,” he says now. “So she 

was grateful, actually, for that.” 

They tried to plan for the end, inspired in part by the example of Runcie’s 

father, a former Archbishop of Canterbury. “My father did it when he had 

prostate cancer, writing his own memorial service and putting the script 

into a brown envelope called ‘The Event’,” he writes. “He took great care 

over it, and gave the script to me a few months before he died, saying: 

‘I’m rather looking forward to this.’” 

Runcie found himself drawn to familiar phrases from the Book of Com-

mon Prayer, the psalms, and poetry, as he tried to find comfort in his des-

peration. “I read the psalms to my father [when he was dying], and I read 

some to Marilyn,” he says. “And a lot of music. I had to be careful, be-

cause it’s so emotional and so rich. To play Bach or to play Mozart had to 
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be limited because it would make us cry.” 

IT IS now a little more than two years since Marilyn died. He has a new 

partner, Lucinda. How is he doing? “Kindness is always a problem. If you 

ask me nicely: ‘How are you feeling today?’ obviously, that makes you 

want to cry,” he says. 

It is some time since he wrote the book. “I finished it a year ago. So it’s 

been a year since that, and those [experiences in the book] are very 

much the experiences of a year ago,” he says. “I suppose I turned grief 

into a story in order to find some way of dealing with all the things that 

have happened, in a way of defining my relationship and my grief.” 

He says that he has tried to be honest in what he wrote, but “you have to 

leave stuff out and you have to keep stuff for yourself.” There are also 

“certain no-go areas” in order not to distress his children. 

Otherwise, he says, “you live as best you can.” He goes about his daily 

business. “You do all these things and then suddenly something happens, 

or you’re reminded of something.” 

The day before we met, his publisher gave him a pair of espresso cups 

and saucers to celebrate the book’s publication. They happened to be by 

Susie Cooper, Marilyn’s favourite china designer. “It was the most                       

ridiculously appropriate, accidentally appropriate present. . . far more 

loving, far more generous, and far more thoughtful than she’d ever                          

anticipated it being. And obviously, as a result, it was upsetting, even 

though it was really kind.” 

He could, he reflects, just have written the book for family and friends. 

“But it is meant to be of some benefit other people who are bereaved, 

and is meant to be entertaining as well,” he says. “Because I am a writer, 

and that is sort of my job.” 

He expands on this in the preface to the book, writing: “There are count-

less tributes, biographies and laments written by the recently bereaved. 

In the best of them the writing reaches out beyond therapy and recollec-

tion to share what Dr Johnson called ‘moral instruction’ in the art of bear-

ing calamities. 
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“This is not only my way of reclaiming [Marilyn] from the last months of 

terminal illness but an attempt to provide my own version of Johnson’s 

‘moral instruction’ and to offer both the consolation of sorrow and the 

possibility of hope in the face of despair.” 

It’s not that dissimilar to the Grantchester series, he says. “You could              

argue, of course, that every episode of Grantchester is a sermon.” As an 

aside, he believes that crime fiction has a part to play in helping people 

safely confront the reality of death, because we are so removed from it. 

“Death becomes this kind of awful thing that you’re trying to pretend 

doesn’t exist,” he says. “What strikes me is that crime fiction forces you to 

do that. And also, it provides resolution, because obviously somebody’s 

guilty. But it gives people the opportunity to have imaginative thoughts 

about the nature of life, death, and moral responsibility, and what a life 

means and what loss means. It’s another bit of anticipatory bereave-

ment.” 

As he writes in this book: “I cannot avoid writing about faith, love and 

death. They are my only subjects, even if I cannot fully trust in the                  

promise that an all-powerful God has an actively benevolent presence in 

the world. . . Whenever I have been asked about it publicly, I have tended 

to hide behind Thomas Carlyle’s idea of a life of doubt enriched by 

faith.” 

But, as he writes, the consolations of Christianity arrived “from the most 

surprising places” after Marilyn’s death, and were real. A friend sent him 

a text, quoting Psalm 34: “God is close to the broken-hearted.” His “feisty, 

no-nonsense dry-cleaners” sent him a condolence card saying that they 

praying for God’s grace: “As one day gives way to another, so may dark-

ness give way to light, sadness yield to joy, and despair surrender to 

hope in you.” 

Pastorally, the couple were supported by the Revd Neil Gardner, a friend 

and a minister at Canongate Kirk, in Edinburgh. In spite of the Covid               

restrictions, Mr Gardner came to the house before Marilyn died. “We 

talked quite naturally and easily about the funeral service as if we were 
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preparing for some kind of party,” Runcie writes. 

“Neil understood. He’d done this before, He is, as we like to say in our 

family, ‘a proper priest’, serious and compassionate, kind and funny.” 

In the end, there could be just 11 people at the funeral which took place 

at St Monans, in Fife, on the headland looking out to the Firth of Forth. 

There was a piper, and psalms of the sea. 

It was another year before “the full theatrical production” of a memorial 

service with hundreds of mourners, once again conducted by Mr Gard-

ner. “And it was absolutely the full show,” Runcie says. 

BY THEN, in 2020, Runcie was in the middle of writing his most recent 

novel, The Great Passion, about Bach and the writing of the St Matthew 

Passion. “It’s obviously about the music of love, suffering, grief, and                

consolation. And at the same time, as I was finishing it, Marilyn was dy-

ing,” he says. “My daughter Charlotte said, ‘Do not tinker with that book, 

because it will finish you off.’ But of course, I did.” 

Somehow, he finished it, and the novel was published to critical acclaim 

earlier this year. But now he thinks he needs a break. “What I’m trying to 

do now is write something that isn’t so emotionally wrecking, just an en-

tertaining crime story set in Scotland in the 1840s. Something that doesn’t 

do my head in.” He yearns for a sabbatical “to read more and think more 

and listen to music and just not have to write”. 

There’s still music he struggles to listen to. “Last Christmas, I went to the 

Messiah at Wigmore Hall. And that was absolutely disastrous because it 

was so beautiful. It was like hearing the music for the first time: it had this 

incredible freshness, and dynamism, and it was absolutely beautiful. And 

it’s hopeful, of course, the Messiah: it’s all about my childhood and my 

faith and the loss of Marilyn. 

“And at the interval, I thought I can’t go back in, but I did. I did, and then I 

couldn’t leave the seat, and it was just because it was wonderful as well 

as completely terrible. It was also utterly wonderful because it is the most 

vital energetic, wonderfully resolving piece of music and it keeps                
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coming, piece after piece, aria after aria. It’s just fantastic.” 

Can he bring himself to listen to Bach? He has to ration himself, he says. 

Bach at Advent and Christmas is one thing; Good Friday another. 

When we met, he was looking forward to Advent Sunday. “I said to Lucin-

da: ‘I want to go to church on Advent Sunday,’ and she said: ‘Where do you 

want to go? Would it be Canterbury, by any chance?’ and I said: ‘Yes. Yes, 

of course.’ 

“I like darkness and light. I want to go to a church where there’s darkness 

and candlelight, and then the light coming into the world. And that will 

be very moving, and I will cry.” 

James Runcie will be in conversation with the tenor James Gilchrist  at the 

Church Times Festival of Faith and Literature in February 2023. Tickets 

available now. 

‘Not a bloody roller coaster’ 

Shortly after the diagnosis, a friend who is a psychiatrist told us that we 

should make sure we “make the most of the precious time there is left”. 

I told him that Marilyn and I didn’t actually need a terminal illness to en-

joy each other’s company. All our time was precious. In another tele-

phone call, he said that I could phone him ‘whenever you like’ but that 

“Saturday afternoons are best for me”. 

It’s difficult to know what to say in these situations but I thought psychia-

trists were supposed to be good at this sort of thing. 

A friend in America emailed to say how shocked she was. She had a 

friend with MND in Bristol. Did I know him? Maybe she thought the diag-

nosis gave us access to its every victim. 

Nurses with experiences of MND warned us that the disease was “like a 

roller coaster” but, as the illness progressed, I thought, No, it’s not. It’s 

nothing like a roller coaster. 

Stop saying that. But all the professionals kept coming out with the same 

phrase, as if it were a mantra or a prayer or a way of filling the silence 
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with a fact. “Like a roller coaster”. 

Sometimes they added the word “journey” for extra effect. 

“The journey’s like a roller coaster.” 

“NO IT ISN’T,” I kept wanting to say. “We’re not going on a journey at all. 

We’re stuck in this flat in Edinburgh in the middle of a lockdown. It is 

NOT A JOURNEY. And, more importantly, IT IS NOT A BLOODY ROLLER 

COASTER EITHER. With a roller coaster you have ups as well as downs. 

The ride is thrilling. With this disease there ARE NO UPS. It is down all the 

way and it is NEVER thrilling. Try to find some other metaphor. And, 

while you’re at it, you might as well learn from us not to come out with 

such crap to your future patients.” 

But I didn’t ever say this. I just replied, “Yes, I suppose it is.” I sat on a sofa 

with the girls and said, ‘If anyone tells us that we’re going to come out of 

this stronger, I’m going to kill them.” 

“MND,” said Rosie. “The disease that brings families closer together.” 

Dr R said, “I’m sorry. You wouldn’t wish this on your worst enemy.” 

“Well, I don’t know,” said Charlotte. “I wouldn’t rule it out. Maybe one day 

I’ll meet someone really awful.” 

If it was “like” anything, it was similar to the myth of Sisyphus. No matter 

how far we pushed the stone up the hill it was always going to roll back 

down again. 

Another friend, who is a therapist, sent me a text. How are you? 

Three words that take under three seconds to write, requiring an answer 

that takes far longer. I have come to despise this phrase. There is an im-

mediate answer. Fine. 

Coping. And there is a more hostile response too: How the fuck do you 

think I am? 

What those caring for the sick need least of all is more work; more expla-

nation, more things to do. To answer a friend’s “How are you?” takes time 

if you want to do it properly. 
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Almost as bad is “I wish there was something I could do.” 

Well unless you are prepared to help with the shopping, the feeding, the 

washing, there isn’t anything really. 

I translated the phrase “I wish there was something I could do” into 

“There’s nothing I can do” or even “There’s nothing I am prepared to 

do.” 

All these remarks put the onus on the recipient. 

Tip: “Thinking of you” is better. As is “Do not reply. Just to say that I know 

it must be impossible. I am sending all my love.” 

Or this: “James. Call any time if you want to, but not if you can’t. Any time. 

Day or night. I mean it.” 

Church of England mission statistics record ‘another               

anomalous year’ 

 -By HATTIE WILLIAMS 

THE devastating effect of the pandemic on church attendance is                     

apparent in new figures for 2021, released by the C of E’s data analysis 

team on Tuesday. 

Although weekly in-person attendance at services were up more than 

one third from 2020 levels, they remained almost one third lower than  

pre-pandemic levels. 

The figures, in Statistics for Mission 2021, are based on a questionnaire 

about attendance in October 2021, sent to all the 15,622 churches in  

England, 76 per cent of whom responded. 

In 2021, almost all churches offered in-person services, it says. The                  

average all-age weekly attendance, which includes Sunday and mid-

week services, was 605,000 people, compared with 345,000 people in 

2020 and 854,000 people in 2019. 

Most weekly worshippers attended a Sunday service: 509,000 people in 

2021 (298,000 people in 2020 and 707,000 people in 2019). Average 

weekly attendance for adults only (18-plus) was 28 per cent lower in 
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2021 than in 2019; the average weekly attendance of children was 38 per 

cent lower in 2021 than in 2019. 

All-age average weekly attendance for school services in churches de-

clined more dramatically, more than halving from 182,000 people in 2019 

to 89,000 in 2021. 

Another category in the statistics proved more immune to the effects of 

the pandemic. The “Worshipping Community” recorded occasional                   

in-person attendance (once a month or more) as well as online worship. 

Even here, however, there was a 13-per-cent decline from pre-pandemic 

levels: 936,000 in 2021, down from 1.113 million in 2019. Ten per cent 

worshipped wholly or predominantly at home. 

The statistics record changes in the style of worship now offered by 

churches. In 2020, a year in which all — and then most of — C of E 

churches were closed during national lockdowns (News, 27 March), 

many began livestreaming or pre-recording services for the first time 

(or else offering worship resources by post or telephone). The propor-

tion of the 10,362 churches which reported offering these alternatives 

declined from 71 per cent in October 2020 to 58 per cent in October 

2021. 
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None the less, the report describes the adaptability of clergy, lay                   

leaders, and congregations as “impressive and encouraging” amid                

challenging decisions about what to re-start and when, and what to               

discontinue, while “juggling the demands of people’s time and energy”. 

The total number of marriages, and services of prayer and dedication          

after civil marriage (5.4 per cent of the total) was 26,500 in 2021, down 

from 31,400 in 2019. In 2020, when an estimated 20,000 weddings were 

postponed (News, 10 July 2020), this figure was 9200. 

Similarly, the total number of people baptised, or for whom a birth or 

adoption thanksgiving service was held (3.2 per cent of the total), was 

55,200 in 2021; 17,100 in 2020; and 89,100 in 2019. Owing to the                

postponing of baptisms in 2020, the age of children being baptised in 

2021 was slightly older than in 2019 (predominantly one to four years, as 

opposed to infants under one). 

Christmas services remained the most popular, but numbers were                   

significantly lower than before the pandemic: middle-sized (median) 

churches recorded 58 people in 2021 compared with 80 people in 2019. 

This is compared with churches or cathedrals in 95th percentile for size 

(226 people in 2021; 567 in 2019). The average-sized church welcomed 

65 people at Christmas in 2021, compared with 157 in 2019. 

Communicants at Christmas and Easter were only slightly higher in 2021 

than 2020, and remained much lower than numbers recorded in 2019. 

The effects of the pandemic were “far from over” in 2021, the author of 

the report, Dr Ken Eames, writes. “It would be very surprising, therefore, 

if Church of England attendance and participation in 2021 returned to 

their pre-pandemic levels. 

“This report should be treated as a summary of another anomalous 

year,” he advises, “indicating the extent to which things have ‘bounced 

back’ but noting that further bouncing back is expected.” 
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Week Four Prayer                                         

- A Prayer for Love 

Heavenly Father, The whole meaning of 

Christmas can be explained in one little 

four-letter word…LOVE. You sent your 

gift of pure love to us that first Christmas. 

Love descended from heaven to be born 

of a virgin. Love lay in the scratchy hay  

of a manger in a meager barn in                       

Bethlehem. All of your love, God, was 

robed in the delicate skin of a baby and 

wrapped in swaddling clothes. This final 

week of Advent, help us to reflect on the                             

magnitude of love that was made manifest in Jesus. 

https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/a-prayer-for-love.html
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[Celebrant] As we wait for the coming of the Light, hear the prayers we 

offer for the world and the church. 

Lord, as we wait in hope for your coming, make us channels of your 

peace. Let us wait with the hungry, the homeless, the poor and the 

oppressed; with people caught up in conflict or living under tyranny: in 

Ukraine, in Russia, in Myanmar and Iran and with all who have 

responsibility in the nations of the world. 

Come bringing wisdom, joy and peace, that we may rejoice in your 

presence. 

Come, O Jesus. Come, O Lord and in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord, as we wait in faith for your coming, make your Church a beacon of 

enlightenment in our world of darkness. Let us wait with the Anglican 

Communion throughout the world, especially in Korea; with Christian 

communities in hostile environments or in nations at war; with Fr James 

and our ministry team as they prepare our Christmas services; with our 

bell ringers, choristers, musicians and servers. 

Come in wonder and in mystery, that we may rejoice in your presence. 

Come, O Jesus. Come, O Lord and in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord, as we wait with our community, our families and our friends, make 

us fountains of your love. Let us wait with the confused and fearful, the 

families shattered by the tragedy in Queensland, the lonely and bereft, 

the sick and dying and those who have asked for our prayers:                          

Pat Conchar, Melissa Moore, M, Mary MacPherson, Robert, Warwick and 

Jan Roden, John Sorensen, Martin de Vries, Joyce Bannister, Barry Brandy, 

John Burns, June Cameron, Elsie Dunnam, Malcolm Green, Enid Kell, 

David Morgan, Graham Norman, Sally Palmer, Michelle Phillips, Diane 

Smith, Peter Sorensen, Sylvia, Daphne Storey, Bob Woods and Bill Whittle 

INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 18th December 2022 

Advent IV 
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Come in forgiveness, healing and 

love, that we may rejoice in your 

presence. 

Come, O Jesus. Come, O Lord and 

in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord, as we wait with your faithful 

servants of every age, we 

remember before you all victims 

of senseless killings, our loved 

ones who have entered into rest, 

especially Brent Egan and those 

who have their year’s mind at this 

time: Joan Coucher, Yvonne Prince, 

Colin Frakes, Clement Laurence, 

George Harvey, Raymond Poulton 

and Morna Stopani. Come to them and to us, that, with the Virgin Mary, St 

Joseph and all the saints, we may dwell forever with you and you with us. 

[Celebrant] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace 

receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 The Week Ahead... 

Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

 Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week  

 Wednesday 21st December - Thomas, Apostle and Martyr  
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