Welcome to worship
Sunday 20th November 2022
The Feast of Christ the King/The Reign of Christ
8.00am
9.30am
5pm
10.30am

W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Choral Evensong
Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday
ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I
am

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
for Today
Jeremiah 23.1-6
Song of Zechariah
(APBA P.10 or 425)
Colossians 1.11-20
Luke 23.33-43

Year C

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

The First Reading
The Psalm

Isaiah 2.1-5
Ps 122

The Epistle
The Gospel

Romans 13.9-14
Matthew 24.36-44
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive the
wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like to
guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you
not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving
from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread
only.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not
receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread into the
cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in contact
with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands than
through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In addition,
the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be consumed
before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually the Chalice
Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine that has had
multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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News from St Paul’s …
Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at
St Paul’s.
The following services will be offered:
•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us
to remain connected to God and to each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s
people at St Paul’s and beyond.
I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Fr James

Flowers as a Memorial
Decorating our church with flowers is one way to remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special
event. If you would like to give flowers in memory of
a loved one, or as an offering of thanksgiving please
contact Judith Laurence the week prior to the date
at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 and
contact Caroline in the parish office at
office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial
notice in the pew bulletin.
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Trading Table
The Trading Table made $80.70 last Sunday. This includes sale of the latest
Epistle (Michaelmas – Christ the King). It is available for the very reasonable
price of $7.
We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see below
for the varieties), plants etc.
Butters
Lemon, Lime
Chutneys/Pickles
Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Choko Chutney, Quince & Apple
Sauce, Banana & Date Chutney, Pumpkin & Sesame Chutney, Paw Paw & Green
Paw Paw Chutney
Jams
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple
Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce, Spiced
Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw/
Pineapple & Ginger Jam, Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam, Blueberry Jam,
Strawberry, Strawberry & Apple
Marmalades
Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Cranberry, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, Orange & Passion
fruit Jelly, Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Citrus Jelly, Chai
Spiced Grapefruit, Mandarin, Mandarin with Drambui, Mandarin with Cardomen & Ginger, Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat Moroccan Style,
Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat
Spinach is back in season, lovely and fresh from the garden $3 a bunch
A wonderful assortment of plants are available
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each
Thank you for your support
Pam Brock
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Christmas Raffle
Tickets are available for the Christmas Raffle. They are $2 each or 3 for
$5. It will be drawn on Sunday 17th December after the Carol Service.
Prizes include:
Espresso multi beverage capsule machine
World’s most hygienic cutting board
1000 piece jigsaw
Salt & Pepper grooved baguette tray
Wine cooler/Siesta acrylic wine glasses
Bottle Sandleford Merlot/dripless wine pourer
White square table cloth approx 1300metres/6 napkins and rings
Perfumed drawer liners
Fragrance sachets
Please get your tickets after the 8am service or from the Trading Table

Parish Prayer List
At St Paul’s, we pray by name for people who have either asked for our
prayers or for whom someone else has made a request. This list is updated every 3 months or when we receive a new request. Some names
are on our list on a long-term basis while others reflect a more immediate need and are short term.
We will only be reading the names on the short-term list in the
services but the whole list will still be included in the printed prayers
for parishioners to use throughout the week. The full list of names will
be read in our midweek service.
Names can be added to or removed from the lists at any time.

Bishop Michael Stead visiting St Paul’s in December
On Sunday 4th December, we will be visited by our Regional Bishop,
the Bishop of South Sydney, the Right Reverend Michael Stead.
He will preach at both 8.00am and 9.30am. This will be his first visit
since 2019 because of the COVID restrictions.
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Lunchtime Recital Tuesday 15 November 2022
Judith Rough - Soprano
Michael Deasey OAM, FRSCM -Organist
Program
Une Jeune Fillette - Jehan Chardavoine 1538-1580 - Corb Chamber Organ
Amarylli, mia bella - Giulio Caccini (1551-1618) - Corb Chamber Organ
A Chloris - Reynaldo Hahn (1874-1947)
Solveig's Song - Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)
Tecum principium - Handel (1685-1759)
Panis Angelicus - César Franck (1822-1890)
Pie Jesu - Lili Boulanger (1893-1918)
Ave Maria -Vladimir Vlavilov (att to Caccini) (1925-1973)
O Had I Jubal’s Lyre - Handel
The program for this recital was planned with care and thought. Judith was
keen to the feature the colours of the organ as the accompanying instrument,
to enhance the style and mood of the songs.
Two organs were used, the delicately sounding Klop Chamber Organ and the
Davidson. Both voice and the Corb were beautifully matched in the two
opening songs from the sixteenth century. Ever the consummate musician,
Michael’s registration on the Davidson for the remainder of the program was
beautifully chosen. His accompanying was excellent.
The songs demanded bel canto (beautiful singing). Judith’ s sustained
breathing and even vibrato throughout the phrases contributed to the beauty
of her performance. The Handel arias showed her vocal flexibility, the
coloratura - runs, wide leaps and virtuoso passages.
I am sure many will agree the most unusual song was Pie Jesu by Lili
Boulanger. She composed this shortly before she died. Too weak to write, Lili
dictated it to her sister, Nadia with a large vocal range, this religious piece is
one of intense expression which yields to tranquillity. The writing for the organ
is elaborate, dynamic and tender. Quite an extraordinary work, which I look
forward to hearing again.
Thank you, Judith and Michael, for an inspiring recital.
Sheryl Southwood OAM
Recital Convenor
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Pictures of the poppies knitted by Emily Watkins and
Julie Ryan for Remembrance Day
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INDOORS
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Parish Advent Luncheon

Tickets are now available for the Advent luncheon on
Sunday 27th November at 12noon in the Parish Hall.
Cost: $35 per head
Fruit punch included, bring your own alcohol
The tickets will be available after the 8am and 9.30am services or from
the Trading Table in the hall
Please indicate any special dietary requirements when purchasing
your ticket.
"Please get your tickets now for catering purposes".
All enquiries to Pam Brock 0402547892

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized!
Today, after the 9.30am Service, we will welcome into
the family of God, the Church, through the sacrament
of Holy Baptism, Genevieve Stevie Elizabeth Walsh and
Mackenzie Charlene Riley.
Please pray for Genevieve and Mackenzie, for their parents, Godparents and
sponsors that they may know God’s presence in their lives and be enfolded
with God’s love.
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For General & Offertory
Donations
please use this account details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:
Account #:

032 062
250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account details:

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s this
week and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $4304
≈ Parish Pantry: $670
≈ Special Donation from Strathfield
Council for PP: $5000
TOTAL OF GIVING:$9,974.00
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:
032 062
Account #:
812238
Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector
and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be used at
their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.00am-11.30am.
With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now
spending in excess of $900 per week.
Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this
costs us $200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir
who are now picking up the tab for this.

ITEMS MOST NEEDED
Plain flour
With the current cost of living and food
shortages,
Breakfast
cereal we are now spending
in excess of $600 per week.
Long life milk
2 minute noodles
Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs us $200
Complete meals in a box or a tin
per week. Our thanks to the community
Choir
who are
picking
Spreads
eg honey,
jam,now
peanut
butterup
the tab for this.
Margarine
Sweet and Savoury biscuits
Sugar
Salt
Cooking oil
Margarine
Rice wine
Soy sauce
Large tins of tuna
Rice and pasta
Pasta sauce
Tinned tomatoes
Fresh eggs

WOMEN’S Toiletries
Soaps
Deodorant
Safety razors
Tooth brushes & paste
Shampoo & conditioner
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have
mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad
your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for
war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family
and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Paul’s Coat of Arms
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

St Paul’s Church Archive Search
The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked
regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time
consuming in many cases.
We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150
per search and could include a copy of documents.
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Burwood Community Choir
The Burwood Community Choir has started working on their Christmas
concert.
The concert will be on Friday 9th of December at 6pm.
New members are welcome. Please contact Barbara Stone, Director, on
barbarastoneam@gmail.com if you would like to join the choir.

Christmas and January Services times
Our Christmas Eve Service (‘Midnight Mass’) will
be at 9.30 p.m. and our Christmas Day Service will
be at 9.00 a.m. After Christmas there will be just the
one Service on Sundays in January at 9.00 a.m. with
refreshments available after the Service. This will be the pattern until the
Choir returns on Sunday the 29th of January when we will revert to our 8.00
a.m. Said Eucharist and our 9.30 a.m. Choral Eucharist. There will be NO
Wednesday Services until Wednesday 1st of February 2023.

Jeremiah 23.1-6; A Song of Zechariah
(APBA pp 10, 425)
or Psalm 46; Colossians 1.11-20; Luke 23.33-43


Today we see what Jesus’ kingship is about, and it’s
quite the opposite of the sort of monarchy that we
might see, say, in the Downton Abbey film: Fulfilled is
now what David told / in true prophetic song of old, / how
God the nations’ King should be; / for God is reigning from the Tree. Jesus our
King has given up his life so that we might win eternal life with him.
Pray that Jesus may be king of your heart.
Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the
Philippines.
Text: Robert McLean© Anglican Board of Mission, 2022
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
“Gothic cathedral-building: To break the bounds of
earth”
Its evolution changed Western architecture for ever, says Emma Wells
AS CATHEDRALS grew in stature and significance, so they grew, too, in
size and appearance. Despite the Roman inheritance, the great age of
cathedral-building in Europe’s Middle Ages would become associated,
stylistically, with something quite different, summed up in a single
word: Gothic.
Not that anyone called it that at the time. The first explicit reference to
“Gothic” did not emerge until the 17th century, in the context of discussing pointed arches. But in the 16th century, critics, particularly
those in Southern Europe, were already scoffing at an architectural approach identified with the barbarians of the Germanic lands who had
overthrown the culture of Ancient Rome in the fourth to fifth centuries.
In 1550, the Florentine “Father of Art History” himself, Giorgio Vasari,
lambasted the style as “monstrous, barbarous, and disorderly”, whose
“vulgarity” contrasted starkly with Greek and Latin sources. In reality,
Gothic had nothing to do with Goths. But, as a malleable category, implying a coherent set of stylistic approaches and the era in which they
thrived, “Gothic” retains its potency and currency. Indeed, it is somewhat inseparable from our very image of a cathedral.
Gothic encompassed the high point of cathedral-building in medieval
Christendom, in what is often called the “Age of Faith”, as represented
by the twin institutions of the Roman Catholic Church (in the West) and
the Eastern Orthodox Church.
Its periodic sweep is imprecise, but roughly it manifested itself from
the early 12th century — first in northern France — and held ground
for about four centuries, the very pinnacle of its construction arguably
transpiring between 1140 and 1280.
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Of course, the Gothic style did not explode, fully formed. Much had been
percolating for some time, and medieval masons, travelling from project
to project, were far from resistant to stylistic borrowings and intermingling.
In many respects, what we think of as Gothic emerged, in its northern
French crucible, as a cultural reaction against the perceived oppression
and brutality of the Norman-ruled lands to the north, before the conquering Normans themselves embraced it, and before it spread to all corners
of Christendom.

But implicit in the idea of Gothic was the creation of buildings of hope
and ambition rather than tyranny. Gothic elements combined light,
height, space, colour, and materials to produce, in delicate structures, an
unparalleled spiritual and experiential splendour for embodying the
basic concepts of the divine, man, and the universe.
THERE is a fairly standard narrative of the advent of Gothic. As it proclaimed its new era, it usurped the “Romanesque” — that solid, robust,
earthbound architecture indebted to the classical antecedents of the Roman world. Much that was Romanesque remained, even if spun into a
more generous conception of interior space and overall monumentality.
At the heart of Romanesque building was the round arch, largely based
on the mathematics of a circle, and often a full semicircle in appearance.
That was until one French visionary, who has, for the past century or so,
been credited with discovering a novel design (or, at least, with taking
advantage of a breathtaking new way of building) to match his spiritual
and aesthetic agenda. That was Abbot Suger, of the Abbey Church of StDenis, located just a few miles north of Paris.
Suger commanded a significant place in the political and royal scene; so
it was no surprise that, as he carried out his church’s renovation from
1137, he did so in a style that proclaimed its central importance to the
still fledgling French realm of the Capetian kings. Suger’s (and his builders’) quest for innovation resulted in, among other things, the pointed
arch also known as an “ogive” or arc brisé (“broken arch”, i.e., from two
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arched segments).
It was both stronger and more flexible than the round-arch method. The
world had seen it before — indeed, it may well have been in widespread use in the Sasanian era (224-651) of the Persian Empire. Rediscovered in the 12th century, it allowed buildings to be raised to once
impossible heights, in a new era of expectation where nothing under
330 feet (100m) would be considered fitting enough for the infinite
power of God to pervade the structure.
Yet the true picture is more complex. For years, on English, Irish, Italian,
Scandinavian, and Spanish soil, simple unadorned lines adorned Cistercian monasteries, as builders applied pointed arches and plain mouldings to thick Romanesque structures; and the Iberian Peninsula was full
of the complex and bullish structures of Islamic and Moorish masons —
all unaware that they were missionaries of the elements of a so-called
“Gothic” style.
In reality, the cathedrals of the Middle Ages were a mélange of imitation
and invention, and St-Denis was merely the earliest assemblage of the
component parts that we would call “Gothic”. Suger may well be the father of Gothic, but it never belonged to him.
Rather than pure Gothic innovators, there were builders combining a
collection of established techniques towards a “unified whole”, as Suger himself implied. That much was new. And a thirst for innovation and
rivalry continued to propel ever more dangerous and extreme
schemes.
AS THE Gothic style progressed, two of its important aims — maximum
height and light — required fundamental reinforcement. The tall lancet
window brought light; but windows are often structurally weak. To
achieve soaring vertical extension, while still creating the impression of
lightness and delicacy, something else was required. It arrived in the
form of the flying buttress, whose arched supports, like outstretched
limbs, came to line the exterior of Gothic cathedrals.
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With flying buttresses, walls could continue to climb, and expansive
stained-glass windows could be inserted in them, to illuminate the interior and to inspire worshippers and clergy alike in their often segregated
areas — as many parts of a cathedral, particularly the more easterly
ones, were usually closed to the lay faithful except on major feast days.
Another archetypal feature of Gothic — the stone rib-vaulted roof made
up of small diagonal arches — started modestly (in terms of height) at StDenis. As its sophistication grew, it became possible to build ceilings
bigger, higher, and stronger than before.

Although Suger’s master mason is unknown to us (whether by chance or
purpose), between mason and abbot this new combination of styles was
shaped so that, as Suger put it, “the dull mind rises to truth through that
which is material” — words so compelling that he had them emblazoned
on the gilded doors of St-Denis.
Suger was not simply after something bigger and grander. He possessed
a spiritual aim — a theological rationale — by which the work of his masons and engineers could produce something capable of conducting the
soul towards contemplation of the divine.
For the abbot, light itself functioned as a sign and expression of the Holy
Family, and the desire to get closer to the “one true light”, Jesus Christ,
was achieved through heightened architecture and ample luminosity,
augmented by brightness, glitter, and gold. In seeing these radiant spaces permeated with lux nova (new light), as Suger coined it, “the dull
mind” would be resurrected from darkness.
Suger described the architecture that he oversaw as “modern” (opus
modernum). In some ways, it was specifically French; so others dubbed
it opus francigenum — “French work”. Either way, it proliferated, reaching its peak, in France, in the 13th century, and moving beyond, too.
GOTHIC stretched across the English Channel, where it infiltrated Norman and native building styles to produce an “English” variation of
Gothic; and then it spread across Christian Europe, pushing the limits of
technology, invention, and experimentation to produce skyscrapers of
22

glass and stone which would dominate their landscapes.

Some were large enough to house an entire city’s population. Underneath the explosion of cathedral-building was an enterprise sustained
by kings, church chapters, abbots, nobles, and even the lowest rungs of
the social ladder, who together created an expansive infrastructure.
The organisation of manpower (and womanpower) was akin to a well-run
metropolis. For each cathedral, a hierarchy existed, but it was not entirely rigid. At the ecclesiastical apex was the bishop or archbishop, but —
in a “secular” cathedral — almost as powerful was the dean.
Below him was the chancellor (the “admin” of the group), then treasurer
(the money man), and, finally, the chapter: the priests and other officials
appointed to maintain the cathedral’s goings-on — and it was they who
predominantly took control of the cathedral’s fabric.
Monarchs, clergy, burghers, and peasants shared similar spiritual beliefs
and practices, and all made significant contributions to the building process. At the same time, in the medieval period there were very clear demarcations in roles.
Among those actually working on construction, the ones with the greatest status and skill were known as an artifex (skilled worker) or magister
(master); then there was the caementarius (mason), who took on the bulk
of the work, including engineering, hiring, materials, and managing construction; and then the lathomus (stonecutter) or wardens (custos, gadianus, apparator, aparillator).
The description architectus (architect) was not used in the Middle Ages.
It was in England where different types of stone workers were distinguished with the greatest precision, and here it is easier to determine
those who worked with hard stone (“hard hewers”) from those who
worked on softer stone for detailed and ornate decoration (“freestone
masons”).
The latter term spawned “Freemason”, although in cathedral-building
cities they were also often independent masters “of the guild”, who had
apprentices. There were also the “rough masons”: lesser-skilled workers
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who hacked away at the stone and rubble. Collectively, these were the
literal cathedral-builders.
CATHEDRAL-BUILDING was by no means a male-only endeavour.
Although, in the scholarship to date, there is a deafening silence about
the part that women played, the archives do tell another story, if only in
glimpses.
Women laboured on construction sites across Europe; and of course,
higher-status or aristocratic women were often patrons. Although some
women held specialised roles, such as carpenters and masons, more
often their tasks were menial compared with their male counterparts’.
Many day-labourers or workshop forewomen were charged with lugging
water pails and provisions, digging ditches, or working as bricklayers’
and stonemasons’ assistants.
We do not find women acting as “masters” of any craft; but those
belonging to the aristocracy could influence the design of a project or
manage their own site.
At the heart of every cathedral’s building workshop, though, was usually
the master mason (or master of works), and quite often successive
master masons. Many of these gifted craftsmen would never see the
fruition of their labours, for such was the long duration of cathedral
building.
A cathedral such as Chartres, whose main Gothic substructure was
technically complete within 26 years, or Salisbury, which was done in
just under 40 years (excluding its tower/spire), was an anomaly in terms
of cathedral-building timescales. Generally, the task was the work of
generations; and some cathedrals, like Cologne, left the Middle Ages
behind entirely before arriving at “completion”. The Gothic Age could
be very long indeed.
How to sum up Gothic? It was, in essence, a response to the drive for
something new at a time when the Latin West was thriving, and when its
religious institutions sat at the very heart of commercial and economic
life. The art historian Paul Frankl called it “componential”; in fact, Gothic
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was a result of groups of people slowly adopting fashionable and
popular trends in construction and engineering as they yearned to get
closer to God, and thus build their own little slice of paradise on solid
ground, in his image. The result, though, turned out to be a revolutionary
amalgam — and it changed the history of Western architecture for ever.

With fear and trembling: a Christian defence of Horror
Is the horror genre compatible with Christian life, asks Jonathan Langley
TYPE the question “Is it OK for a Christian to watch . . .?” into Google
and it auto-completes in a way that is, in equal parts, informative, amusing, and depressing. At or near the top of that hierarchy of mostsearched questions appears: “Is it OK for a Christian to watch horror
movies?” The answer, according to most of the top results, is: “No.”
And, yet, in what other genre could the only thing to save the day
against unimaginable terrors, from vampires to demons, be . . . a member of the clergy? It’s strange how the Church seems ambivalent at best
about this misunderstood genre.
There are more progressive answers, of course, although they tend to
treat horror like uranium: an inescapable part of the modern world that
should be handled with caution and kept at a distance. But the majorityverdict seems clearer: horror is not for followers of Jesus.
From clerics who denounce Hallowe’en every year to Christians who
protest against Christ-affirming horror films such as The Exorcist, and
the under-representation of horror on Christian publishing lists, this
seems to be a consensus. Well, almost.
There are Christians who love horror. There are Christians who make
horror — successful horror that reaches broad audiences and engages
with important theological questions. Horror is a cultural space in which
Christian themes and imagery are regularly showcased in a positive
light and can, when done well, be beneficial.
Horror can be evangelistic and prophetic as well as cathartic. It may not
be for all Christians, but perhaps it is time for us to stop assuming that
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horror is for none of us.

Cards on the table: I love horror. The first book I ever read was Dracula,
I’m an avid consumer of horror films, and the only novel that I’ve ever
had published is about magic, murder, and monsters. Before you write
this off as the product of a horror-addled mind, let me submit that, all
the while I’ve loved horror, I’ve also preached in churches, served in
Christian rough-sleeper ministries, and been employed by one of the
oldest mission agencies in the world.
While none of that is a guarantee of sound mind or theology, I think it’s
fair to say that I am, in the words of the 1932 classic film Freaks, “One of
us!” (The phrase is chanted by the eponymous circus folk as they ceremonially induct a woman into their number.) Thus, I find the prejudice
against horror in the Church a little insulting, as well as a missed opportunity.
I AM not the only one. Mike Duran is a Christian author of speculative
fiction based in the United States. “I’m more politically conservative,
and I’m more religiously conservative,” he says. “I believe in the traditional values of Christianity. But this is one of those categories where I
find myself out of the mainstream.”
Mr Duran is a man who thinks that there are “legitimate gripes” about
too much “woke” representation in media these days. “But the interesting thing is that Christians do the same thing with their art.” He says
that, in contrast with almost any other art-form or genre, with horror,
“You almost have to give an apologetic every time you broach the subject.”

The Revd Peter Laws, a Baptist minister from the north-east of England,
had a similar experience. “When I first became a Christian, I was told
by some people in the Christian Union to stop watching horror.”
He ignored them, and, over the years, as he has written and broadcast
on the subject of horror and faith, he has come to the conclusion that
most of the concerns are more aesthetic and subjective than moral or
spiritual. “It’s almost always about personal taste,” he says, “and they’ve
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wrapped that up in theology and presented the opinion that horror is
dangerous. But, actually, it’s just because they’re not into it.”
And, even though Mr Laws has written a book on horror (The Frighteners: Why we love monsters, ghosts, death and gore, Icon Books, 2018)
and hosts a regular podcast comedy-horror “church service”, “Creepy
Cove Community Church”, he thinks that it’s fine if other people are not
into it.
“I’m not evangelistic about horror,” he says. “I wouldn’t encourage people who don’t like horror and are scared by it to start watching it to enrich their Christian lives. Why would you do that?”
None the less, Mr Laws can attest to horror’s evangelistic potential. “In
one sense, horror is what got me on the road to becoming a Christian,”
he says. “I was anti-Church and anti-Christianity. . . But there was
something about horror which kept making me ask these relentlessly
theological questions.”
THE tendency of horror to ask big questions is one of the things that, I
believe, makes it more than an acceptable interest for Christians, and the
way that it can bring people closer to God.
Mr Laws is not the only person who has experienced the positive effects
of horror on their openness to spirituality. Recent research by the University of Chester on the religious attitudes of horror fans found that, while
fewer than half of the 400 respondents identified as “religious”, more
than 80 per cent classified themselves as “spiritual”. Since YouGov reckons that only 30 per cent of British people class themselves as spiritual,
these results suggest a correlative (if not causal) relationship between
liking horror and an openness to the idea of a more than merely material
world.
Dr Jonathan Greenaway, who led the research, says that you can split
those “spiritual” respondents into two distinct groups: “The second
group generally seemed much more interested in things like the occult,
tarot, chaos magic, and sigils,” he says. This fits with one Christian preconception of people who like horror.
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But the first group were what Dr Greenaway calls “High Church Christians”. This group made multiple references to prayer, mass, and confession, and included Anglicans, Roman Catholics, “and quite a few ordained clergy, including Church of England”.
Dr Greenaway, who is also the author of Theology, Horror, and Fiction, explains the split like this: “Horror is a space for experimentation with, and
investigation of, religious or theological ideas, but without the baggage
of being stuck within a certain kind of institutional setting.”
Is it really, though? Isn’t horror all knife-wielding maniacs chasing cheerleaders through the woods? As with any genre, there are more and less
thoughtful examples, but most, because they deal with the threat of
death, suffering, or eternal torment, force us to consider some fundamentals of life that we might avoid while watching or reading romance or
comedy.
“Horror asks existential questions,” says Donald S. Crankshaw, one of the
editors of Mysterion, a Christian literary journal that regularly publishes
horror: “Do we matter? What is death? These are questions of faith. That’s
why faith is so interesting to horror.”
Like Dr Greenaway’s conception of horror itself, Mysterion acts as a
space in which these questions can be safely addressed, without presupposing the answers or forcing them into dogmatic boxes. “We don’t like
stories that come to a firm conclusion of: ‘This is the way things are. This
is the truth,’” Dr Crankshaw says. “It’s more interesting when we’re talking about the experience of an individual encountering something beyond them, and then being unsure of what it really means.”
Horror studios are not, of course, covert theology labs, high-minded and
self-consciously worthy. “Even in its avant-garde nature, Horror is decidedly lowbrow and very deliberately populist,” Dr Greenaway says.
“They’re not orthodox Christian films. The point shouldn’t be to retroactively baptise this whole section of culture.” But, he says, “there are religious questions being engaged with, perhaps in terms that more traditional religious environments either can’t, or won’t, engage.”
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THE questions are not always general or existential. They can be exploratory. What would jealousy look like in an archangel, and what advantages does faith give “talking monkeys” (humans) over them, as The
Prophecy investigates? What are the ethical limits of spiritual warfare,
as The Exorcism of Emily Rose (in which an exorcism on a child is violent
and painful, but the demonic possession is real) asks? What are the limits
of God’s grace, and what is the nature of angelic power, as A Dark
Song explores through a woman’s grief driving her to occult vengeance
(and beyond it)?
Interesting as these questions are, they are unlikely to convince anyone
of horror’s value if they have concerns about the genre that run deeper
than aesthetic taste. After all, there are real criticisms for horror to
answer.
“Horror can be hugely misogynistic,” Dr Greenaway says. “There is a
huge amount of ableism, specifically towards people who are mentally ill,
in horror films. Often, disability is used as a kind of point of horror.” Add
to this, the perception that horror is a very white genre, and you have a
strong case that horror is inherently unsound on ethical grounds.
But is horror any more a carrier of immoral prejudice than other genres?
Yes, disfigurement and deformity are problematic tropes in some horror,
but how often has comedy used physical disability or deviation from a
societal body “norm” as fodder for laughs? How neurotypical would we
call Mr Bean?
In the world of action movies and novels, how many bad-guy bosses are
far from able-bodied and “normal” looking? A short perusal of scarred
and wheelchair-bound Bond villains should demonstrate that horror is
not the only genre with an ableism problem.
And, while the world of comedy is still riddled with performers loudly
proclaiming their anti-“woke” (including anti-feminist) agendas, comedy
history is not exactly free of sexism, either. In contrast, Mr Laws suggests
that even the misogynistic late-20th-century slasher films, with their
“bare-breasted females getting chased by men with hockey masks
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through the woods”, were better than their action-movie contemporaries,
in which women were often only props to be rescued.
“Those horror films are way ahead of the pack, in terms of having powerful female roles,” he says. “They’re famous for having what’s called ‘the
final girl’, where the surviving person who can save the day is a woman.”
Similarly, horror is no less racially diverse than any other genre. In fact,
one of today’s most bankable horror directors is the Black director
Jordan Peele, whose films often deal with the horror of racism in its
subtler forms, and feature Black leads rather than the white saviours still
common in other Hollywood fare.
NONE of this means that Horror is somehow more “woke” than other
genres. Dr Greenaway insists that we cannot think of horror as being either progressive or reactionary. “Horror is almost intrinsically unstable,
not something that can easily be turned to specific ideological, religious,
or theological ends.”
And, for some, the main objection to horror is not its politics, but its very
nature: the horrific things that it depicts, and the moral and spiritual peril
in which they put the audience.
Morally, how can one justify enjoying the suffering of others on screen or
in a novel — no matter how many good political or theological points are
made? The answer, for me and other horror fans, is that we don’t. I personally enjoy being scared, but I don’t like watching people suffer. So, areas of horror (or other genres) that linger on physical pain or trauma
tend to be ones that I avoid, just as I avoid dramas about cancer. The idea
that I am a bad person for enjoying films that feature non-existent vampires, werewolves, and ghosts is obviously ludicrous.
This lack of differentiation between sub-genres is perhaps part of horror’s image problem. “A lot of people don’t really know what horror is,”
Dr Greenaway says. “So, if you say to somebody, ‘I really like horror movies,’ a lot of the time, they’ll say: ‘I can’t stand that stuff, like Hostel’ [a controversial 2005 film fitting into a violent, sadistic, sub-genre many call
‘torture-porn’]. Well, that’s a very small subset of horror. And, truth be
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told, I’m not super-into that myself.”

Is it damaging to consume art that is violent, gory, or concerned with
dark themes? If it is, this poses some problems for Bible-loving Christians, Dr Greenaway suggests. “The Bible is a shockingly horrifying
book in many ways. I think Christianity has a huge dark side to it, and a
willingness to engage with things which are deeply frightening if you
take them seriously.”
Mr Laws agrees. “In Revelation, there’s a dragon waiting between the
legs of a woman to devour a baby, and people being drunk on blood,”
he says. “There is graphic violence in Judges in particular, where King
Eglon gets stabbed, and the blade is enveloped by his flesh.” Mr Laws
calls this “really messed-up stuff”, and insists that it is not essential to
the story.
This is not to forget that at the centre of Christian symbolism is an instrument of cruel execution.
BUT what of the subgenre of supernatural horror, which deals with demons and hauntings? For a particular rational-materialist subset of
Christians who don’t believe in a literal devil, these films and books may
be no more worrying than Bram Stoker’s Dracula. But not all Christians
come from a materialist culture.
Hannah Onoguwe is a Christian author from Nigeria. The spiritual in Nigeria, she suggests, is intertwined with ordinary life: “We have these stories in our culture, which are supernatural, where spirits appear,” she
says. “They are supposed to make you scared, maybe not to lie, not to do
bad things, but they’re there.” And yet Ms Onoguwe has written supernatural horror (at least one story, the wonderfully creepy Breaching the
Distance, appeared in Mysterion).
But she says: “I think there might be lines I wouldn’t cross. If, to be authentic, I would have to do some really dark research — maybe the dark
arts or the occult — I’m not going do that. Because I do believe some of
those things are not very beneficial.”
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Is it dangerous to watch or read things about evil spirits? The argument
about demons in the Bible comes to mind, of course, although the Bible
places evil in the context of God’s sovereignty and his ultimate judgement. But, then, so does horror when it is done right, Ms Onoguwe says:
“The point is that good triumphs over evil. I think generally Horror tries
to bring that out.”
Ms Onoguwe’s perception of horror may not apply to works in the genre,
but it certainly applies to some classics. The Exorcist is such a classic, beloved of serious film critics and horror fans alike.

While Christian protests were organised against The Exorcist when it was
first released, Dr Greenaway points out that “It was written by a devout
Catholic. It’s an incredibly Catholic film.” And — spoiler alert — “The exorcism works, the priest sacrifices himself; the sacraments are shown to
be efficacious. It’s great Catholic propaganda,” Dr Greenaway says.
THERE are very few serious films that are as theologically and biblically
thorough as The Exorcist. There are also very few that more deserve the
label of horror. Is it easy watching? No. But is it spiritually dangerous? No
more than any visualisation of Jesus casting out demons.
Not endangering your soul and not being any worse than other genres
seems quite a low bar, though. Does horror offer anything positive? I
think it does, not just in the obvious areas of catharsis and entertainment
or in the engagement with theology, but in the area of social commentary.
Horror has a great track record as a vehicle for satire and sociopolitical
provocation (as does the other great speculative genre, science fiction),
and the easiest place to see it is in zombie films. Of the director George
Romero’s great titles in that subgenre, almost none of them is primarily
about facing death.
The 1968 classic Night of the Living Dead, with its more competent Black
lead mistrusted by white counterparts, is about race in America; Dawn of
the Dead (1978) explores the growing horror of Western consumerism
through zombies that keep on returning to a mall even after they have
died. Day of the Dead (1985), with its human monsters using violence to
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tame a majority zombie world, addresses militarism and imperialism in a way that is as pertinent today as it was to the Reagan era.
If Mr Romero’s zombie thrillers
turned racial anxiety or fears over
rampant consumerism into (rotting,
shuffling) flesh, and if Stanley Kubrick’s classic The Shining (in
which the ghosts are less scary
than a man with anger issues) took
aim at toxic masculinity, a more recent offering finds horror in . . .
well . . . us.

so created and directed the enormously popular The Haunting of
Hill House), is unlikely to get much
love or support, even from progressive Christians.

Among more traditional or conservative believers, there is a palpable hunger for more of a Christian presence in the media that influence the world, particularly Hollywood. But a Christian director
such as Scott Derrickson is rarely
“claimed” by the Church, despite
being associated with huge films,
such as Marvel’s Doctor Strange,
Midnight Mass, made in 2021, is a
because of his earlier work in
Netflix show that makes Christians
horror.
the monsters. A small Christian
community starts seeing miracles, As every horror fan will admit,
and grows in power, with horrify- time and again, it’s not for everying results. The show features a tra- one. But, as Kristin Janz, another
ditional monster, but the real
editor of Mysterion, says: “I don’t
source of fear is what Christians
mind if people say: ‘I shouldn’t
might do to unbelievers around
read that because I’m a Christian.’ I
them if they had a powerfully free have a problem when they say:
hand. As a commentary on the con- ‘You shouldn’t read that if you’re a
temporary United States, it may be Christian.’”
one of the currently most prophetic
Nobody has to be become one of
shows.
us, but a little tolerance and underAnd yet, despite featuring one of
standing would go a long way to
the most moving scenes of repent- making Christian horror fans feel
ance and grace ever captured on less like monsters.
screen, Midnight Mass, which was
created by Mike Flanagan (who al33

Planet needs us all to behave, says Bishop of Oxford
- By SARAH MEYRICK
Radical action needed in this decade and the next, says Dr Croft
THE Bishop of Oxford, Dr Steven Croft, has called on the Government to
support behaviour changes as part of the pathway to net zero emissions.
“We face many challenging issues as a country and a world, but none is
more serious than climate change and the environmental crisis,” he told
the House of Lords on Thursday of last week.

Dr Croft, who is a member of the House of Lords Select Committee on
the Environment and Climate Change, referred to the committee’s new
report, In Our Hands: Behaviour change for climate and environmental
goals, which offers recommendations of ways to support behaviour
change.
“The world is agreed that to avert disaster in our lifetimes we need to
reach net zero by 2050 or before,” he said. “That means radical action in
this decade and the next.” The select committee agreed with the
Committee on Climate Change that behaviour change was “a key
element” in that journey.
“This includes the adoption of new technology and changing habits and
practices around diet, transport, heating, and consumption. Each of these
behaviour changes has significant co-benefits, and all have potential
economic benefits. They are essential stepping stones on the path to net
zero.”
Responding to climate change was a challenge for everyone, he said:
individuals and families, charities, churches and faith communities, local
government and business. “All the different agencies must work
together, but to do that means common policies and clear leadership.”
Dr Croft paid tribute to what he called the Government’s “imaginative
and committed leadership” in some areas, but, he said, there was a lack
of co-ordination. “There are significant gaps in understanding the
challenge from department to department. There is too little joined-up
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thinking and policy. There are
quick wins not being adopted.
There are massive areas for
development and new policy,
particularly around domestic
heating. . .

systems and infrastructure,” he
said. “We take the concerns raised
in the Select Committee report
seriously and will carefully consider all its recommendations.”

He said: “We are committed to tak“The leadership and committee
ing practical steps to support the
structures within government are
public in making green choices in
opaque. There is a lack of
a way that supports their fundaexpertise and knowledge within
mental freedoms, supports their
government. There has been no
freedom of choice and maintains
real attempt at public information their individual freedoms. We will
and engagement campaigns.
continue to take this approach
Confusion and discord over public across net-zero policies to support
guidance on energy-saving tips for the UK’s transition to a green and
this winter have been reported in sustainable future.”
just the last week.”
Pope Francis targets Russia

The debate was held in the shadow as he joins world religious
leaders to call for end to
of the leadership crisis, beginning
'childlike' warmongering at
less than an hour after the resignaBahrain interfaith summit
tion of the Prime Minister, Liz Truss,
Pope Francis has called for the
something that was reflected in the
world’s religious leaders to counter
contributions of speakers.
“childlike” whims of the powerful
None the less, Lord Callanan, the
to make wars at an interfaith
Parliamentary Under-Secretary in summit in the Gulf kingdom of
the Department for Business,
Bahrain.
Energy and Industrial Strategy, was
On Friday, with Russia's war in
at pains to emphasise the
Ukraine raging, the pope joined
Government’s recognition of the
Muslim, Christian and Jewish leadscale of the issue.
ers in calling for the world's great
“Achieving our net zero target will religions work together for peace,
be challenging and will require
telling the summit that religion
enormous changes to our energy
must never be used to justify
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violence.
It was his second day in Bahrain and Pope Francis closed out a conference on East-West dialogue sponsored by King Hamad bin Isa AlKhalifa.
That was his second such conference in as many months, following one
in Kazakhstan.
The pope has previously said that people of different faiths meeting
could help heal conflicts and promote a more just and sustainable world.

Sitting around him in the Sakhir royal palace grounds were leading Muslim imams, the spiritual leader of the world's Orthodox Christians, and
US rabbis who have long engaged in interfaith dialogue, as well as the
king himself.
Speaker after speaker called for an end to Russia's war in Ukraine and
the start of peace negotiations.
The Russian Orthodox Church — which sent an envoy to the conference
— has strongly supported the Kremlin in its war and justified it on religious grounds.
However, the pope told the gathering that, while the world seemed to be
heading apart like two opposing seas, the mere presence of religious
leaders together was evidence that they "intend to set sail on the same
waters, choosing the route of encounter rather than that of confrontation".
"It is a striking paradox that, while the majority of the world's population
is united in facing the same difficulties, suffering from grave food, ecological and pandemic crises, as well as an increasingly scandalous global injustice, a few potentates are caught up in a resolute struggle for partisan interests," he said.
"We appear to be witnessing a dramatic and childlike scenario: In the
garden of humanity, instead of cultivating our surroundings, we are playing instead with fire, missiles and bombs, weapons that bring sorrow and
death, covering our common home with ashes and hatred.”
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King Hamad, for his part, urged a coherent effort to stop Russia's war in
Ukraine and to promote peace negotiations, "for the good of all of
humanity".
The visit was Pope Francis' second to a Gulf Arab country, after his 2019
landmark trip to Abu Dhabi, where he signed a document promoting
Catholic-Muslim fraternity with a leading Sunni cleric, Sheikh Ahmed alTayeb, who is the grand imam of Al-Azhar, the seat of Sunni learning in
Cairo, and has become the pope’s key partner in promoting greater
Christian-Muslim understanding.

The Sheikh joined Pope Francis in Bahrain and was on hand last month in
Kazakhstan too. In his prepared remarks, he called for an end to Russia's
war "to spare the lives of innocents who have no hand in this violent
tragedy".
He also called for Sunni and Shi'ite Muslims to engage in a similar
process of dialogue, to try to heal their centuries of divisions, saying
Al-Azhar was prepared to host such an encounter.
"Let us together chase away any talk of hate, provocation and excommunication and set aside ancient and modern conflict in all [their] forms and
with all [their] negative offshoots," he said.
Bahrain praised as ‘role model’ for ‘coexistence and tolerance’
Bahrain is ruled by a Sunni monarchy that has been accused by human
rights groups of systematic discrimination against its Shi'ite majority,
charges the government rejects.
Later on Friday, Sheikh Ahmed al-Tayeb was to meet privately with Pope
Francis and participate in a larger encounter at the mosque in the royal
palace with the Muslim Council of Elders, which he heads.
Pope Francis was also bringing his message of dialogue to Bahrain's
Christian leaders by presiding over an ecumenical meeting and peace
prayer at the Our Lady of Arabia Cathedral, the largest Catholic Church
in the Gulf, which was inaugurated last year on land gifted to the church
by the king.
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The pope opened his visit to Bahrain on Thursday by urging Bahrainian
authorities to renounce the death penalty and ensure basic human
rights were guaranteed for all citizens — a nod to Bahraini Shi'ite dissidents who have said they have been harassed and detained, subjected
to torture and "sham trials", with some sentenced to death for their political activities.
However, the Bahrainian government denies discriminating against
Shi'ites.
The pope also aimed to highlight Bahrain's tradition of religious tolerance.
Unlike neighbouring Saudi Arabia, where Christians cannot openly
practice their faith, Bahrain is home to several Christian communities as
well as a small Jewish community.
In his prepared remarks to the forum, US Rabbi Marc Schneier — who
has long worked to promote Jewish-Muslim understanding and serves
as the king's special adviser on interfaith matters — praised Bahrain as
a "role model in the Arab world for coexistence and tolerance of different faith communities".

Hunter charities desperate for donations to fill Christmas
hampers - By Jenny Marchant
Some charities have not been able to secure enough Christmas hampers for their clients, with the demand for help this year already outstripping supply.
The hampers are purchased from Foodbank NSW and ACT, which takes
surplus food from manufacturers and retailers and makes it available to
charity partners to distribute locally.
Southlakes Incorporated usually buys hundreds of hampers to distribute to those in need in its southern Lake Macquarie community, but it
has had its order for this year cancelled.
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Chief executive Christine Mastello said she was working out how she
would meet the demand.
"I've got to now go and find 800 times everything that we're going to put
in hampers for these families doing it really tough," Ms Mastello said.
"We do have a certain amount of money to purchase the food so we're
not going cap in hand, but it's just being able to source it."
Cardiff-based charity Survivors R Us, which campaigns against domestic
violence and other causes, managed to secure 400 hampers but needed
about 500 more.
Founder Ann-Maria Martin said she hoped the community would respond with donations.
She said demand had tripled in the past few years.
"What we've found is people are paying their mortgages and going without food," Ms Martin said.
"We've had some pretty rough years with the pandemic and everything
else, but this year I think is going to be the toughest year we've had."
Widespread shortage
Foodbank NSW and ACT said it had "real challenges" supplying its 1,000
charity partners and schools.
Chief executive John Robertson said manufacturers and retailers were
getting better at reducing waste, meaning his organisation was having to
buy more food than before.
Mr Robertson said fresh produce and sources of protein were
particularly hard to secure when the pressures of natural disasters were
factored in.
He said the fact that demand for Christmas hampers had been greater
than expected was extremely disappointing, especially considering it
increased its production from the usual 20,000 packages to 30,000 for
this year.
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"It's clearly not enough and we're going to have to look at what we can do
better next year, but we're just living in very challenging times," he said.
"We're looking and thinking outside the circle as to how we can get more
food available."
Ms Martin said Christmas hampers made a huge difference to families in
her region.
"When you give them that box of food and toys for the children you see
tears on people's faces, they're just so overwhelmed," she said.

"It breaks your heart but it's beautiful to watch knowing they've got something this Christmas."

Ukraine urges Christian leaders across the world to support
them against Russia - By Jonathan Luxmoore
CHURCHES in Ukraine have urged the world’s Christian leaders to help
to persuade Russia both to comply with humanitarian standards and to
stop indiscriminately attacking civilians and torturing prisoners and deportees.
“The Russian Federation has significantly stepped up acts of terror and
genocide, using a wide arsenal of missile armaments”, the All-Ukrainian
Council of Churches and Religious Organisations said. The body includes the country’s Moscow-linked Orthodox Church.
“Russian officials do not hide their criminal desire to destroy the vital infrastructure of Ukrainian cities on the eve of cold winter in order to destabilise the socio-political situation, to sow fear and panic, and to minimise
the ability of Ukrainians to resist Russian aggression. They seek to encourage the Ukrainian leadership to resume negotiations with an insidious, unprincipled enemy on his terms, to demonstrate the ostensible
Western indifference to the problems and interests of Ukrainians — and,
most importantly, to deprive the civilian population of its cherished right
— the right to life.”
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The appeal, addressed to the World Council of Churches (WCC), said
that “barbaric and cynical attacks” with cruise missile and Iranian-made
kamikaze drones on Ukrainian residential areas had no “military necessity”; they had left dozens of civilians killed and injured, while destroying schools, hospitals, communication centres, and electricity and water
supplies.
It said that Russia had shown “demonstrative non-compliance” with the
1949 Geneva Convention in its treatment of POWs and non-combatants,
and that Ukrainian Churches were seeking “all possible ways” to secure
their release.
“We ask the WCC to appeal to Russian Federation officials concerning
the necessity of complying with international humanitarian law,” the
Ukrainian Council said.
“Thousands of our defenders and civilians are being held captive by the
Russian invaders in terrible inhumane conditions, and subjected to severe torture, suffering, physical and psychological pressure. Russia does
not provide any information about the fate of most, not even allowing
Red Cross representatives to visit.”
The message was issued as Ukrainian troops closed in on the Russianoccupied southern city of Kherson, and as Moscow retaliated with further strikes against infrastructure targets.
Interviewed on the eve of his visit to Britain, the Orthodox Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew I, told the Pillar, a Roman Catholic American
news agency, that he had made many “heated and fraternal appeals” to
Russia’s Patriarch Kirill to distance himself from Moscow’s “political ambitions” and to stop supporting “unjustified bloodshed”, if necessary by
resigning.
Preaching in Nizhny Novgorod on Sunday, however, Patriarch Kirill
assured Russian troops that they were engaged in “not just another
military campaign”, but would be protected by the Virgin Mary and St
Seraphim of Sarov (1754-1833) in vanquishing “forces of evil” and those
who had “taken up arms against Holy Russia”.
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“Today, our Fatherland is experiencing trials as evil views, thoughts, and
wills turn towards Russia — some believe the time has come when Russia
can be done away with, because it presents an alternative view of the
world, of God and man,” the Patriarch told listeners.
“Many have wanted to wipe Orthodox Russia from the face of the earth;
so our special prayer is for our authorities, our army, and our president,
for all those on whom the outcome of the battle that we entered against
our will really depends.”
The Ukrainian Defence Ministry said that its forces had liberated more
than 90 settlements in the Kherson region last weekend. But, 86 per cent
of Ukrainians, including those in Russian-speaking areas, said that their
country should continue fighting despite the latest missile and drone attacks, in a survey by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology.
The Pope invited religious leaders to join a special “Cry for Peace” day
of prayer for Ukraine at the Colosseum, in Rome, on Tuesday, organised
by the ecumenical Sant’ Egidio Community.
The Primate of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Major Archbishop
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, said that 32 enemy missiles had hit energy infrastructure targets in a single day, accompanied by more than 100 air and
artillery strikes, leaving a further half-million citizens without electricity.
He added that mass civilian deportations were under way from Kherson
— an entire orphanage had been moved to Russian-occupied Crimea. He
was also concerned that Russia could attempt a new embargo on grain
exports from Ukraine’s Black Sea ports.
The head of Ukraine’s independent Orthodox Church, Metropolitan
Epiphany (Dumenko), paid tribute to Orthodox clergy who had died
“defending Europe” from forces which again sought to plunge the continent “into the darkness of slavery and fear”.
Receiving an award at a conference in Krakow, he also thanked
neighbouring Poland for “breathing new life into an understanding of
Europe” by taking in and sheltering up to three million Ukrainian
refugees.
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“Morally, we have already won, because the truth is on our side — and
where there is truth, there is God and victory”, Metropolitan Epiphany
said. “Now, we must win on the battlefield, free our land from the occupiers, and begin our post-war reconstruction.”
In further challenges to the Russian Orthodox Church, the Orthodox Synod in Latvia declared itself fully autocephalous, or self-governing, last
Friday. Patriarch Ilia of Georgia held special prayers for Georgian volunteers who had died fighting for Ukraine.
President Macron of France, who was in Rome in talks with the Pope, on
Sunday accused the Russian Church of allowing itself to be “manipulated
by those in power to justify their actions”. He praised religious leaders
who chose “resistance when faced with the recklessness of these
events”.

Churches need government help to fight poverty
-By FRANCIS MARTIN
Francis Martin attends a discussion on efforts to tackle the cost-of-living
crisis
CHURCHES will do all they can to address the cost-of-living crisis, MPs
were told on Wednesday, but they need policymakers to step up to forge
long-term solutions.
The remarks were made at a panel discussion in Portcullis House, Westminster, organised by Christians Against Poverty (CAP) and the Evangelical Alliance, and attended by the Conservative MP Danny Kruger and
the Labour MPs Sir Stephen Timms (Interview, 30 July 2021) and Sarah
Owen, who is the Shadow Faith Minister.
The founder of CAP, John Kirkby, said in a video message: “History will
judge ever so severely those who chose complacency at a time when
they had the power and the ability to help those unable to make ends
meet.”
Speaking to church leaders and politicians, Mr Kirkby said: “We are relying on you — the nations needs you to step up to the plate.”
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A poll commissioned by CAP in August suggested that 8.5 million people
were already skipping meals (News, 30 September). CAP estimated that
almost 20 million people had cut their socialising and leisure activity in
order to cope with rising bills.
Part of CAP’s work is to help people with debt management. David Tilston, who is a beneficiary of this service, told those attending the event
how rising bills were a threat to his hard-fought solvency, as the cost of
living rapidly became unaffordable.
Mr Kruger, the MP for Devizes, said that he “felt the command [Mr Kirkby] gave us very strongly”. The “immediate imperative” was to help
those who are struggling. More broadly, however, he said that churches
should not be treated as “some sort of cheap alternative” to government,
and emphasised the importance of “levelling up”.
He was not a member of the Government, however, and therefore could
not comment on whether benefitswould be increased in line with inflation.
Sir Stephen, the MP for East Ham who chairs the work and Pensions Commons Select Committee, described the efforts made by churches in his
constituency to ensure that people had food. He described the Newham
Food Alliance, a partnership between local government and civil-society
organisations such as faith groups, as a model for how such needs should
be met.
“Churches are indispensable partners,” he said, and highlighted the
work of the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Faith and Society,
of which he is a member. A “Faith Covenant” published by the APPG sets
out principles for collaboration between faith groups and local authorities (News, 23 September). The Covenant, he said, helped to create mutual trust between partners.
In a panel discussion, the joint chief executive of the Gather Movement,
Andy Frost, said that some secular bodies presumed that faith organisations were only involved in community work so that they could proselytise, which was not true.
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The Gather Movement is a network of more than 8000 churches and charities that provide community services, including mental-health support.
Mr Frost said that one of the benefits of churches was that they were a
permanent fixture in the community, and not subject to election cycles.
The chief executive of Jubilee+, Natalie Williams (Interview, 25 June
2021), spoke about the difficulties that churches faced in addressing poverty when they themselves were under pressure from the increasing cost
of living. Foodbank donations were down while demand continued to
rise. Her own church had been forced to pick up a shortfall of several
thousand pounds, an amount that was unsustainable.
CAP’s director of external affairs, Gareth McNab, said that churches
should not shy away from getting involved in the national conversation
out of a fear of being labelled “political”. Their involvement need not be
in the form of street protests, he said, but meetings such as this, in which
views could be shared with policymakers.
Ms Owen, the Shadow Faith Minister, highlighted the Churches’s contribution as a moral voice in society, citing the bishops who had criticised
the Government’s plan to send asylum-seekers to Rwanda (News, 13
June). She asked whether a similar condemnation of energy company
profits was necessary.
On the issue of direct action, the head of public policy for the Evangelical
Alliance, Alicia Edmund, who chaired the discussion, said that there
might be a time when protest became necessary, but that it was
“important now to serve those most in need”.
Closing the meeting, CAP’s chief of people, Ellie Gage, said that there
was a “tolerance” of poverty in some sections of the Church, but that
“Jesus taught us to be radically intolerant of poverty”.
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Charities may have to stop helping hungry and homeless,
as they are struggling themselves, Theos reports
- By PAT ASHWORTH
FOODBANKS and charities have replaced social security and Universal
Credit as the last line of defence in the cost-of-living crisis, but the faith
and voluntarysectors are themselves in a precarious state, says an
89-page report from the religion-and- society think tank Theos,
published on Monday.
In a foreword to the report, A Torn Safety Net: How the cost of living crisis
threatens its own last line of defence, the former Prime Minister Gordon
Brown and the former Archbishop of Canterbury Lord Williams write that
compassion is not running out, but that money is, to the extent that some
who have donated to foodbanks are now themselves relying on them.
They warn: “The shocking reality is that this winter, we are likely to see
charities being forced to stop feeding the hungry so they can help the
starving, cut back on support to the poorly housed so they can focus on
the fast rising numbers of homeless, and give up on helping the down-atheel because their priority has to be the destitute.”
The report was written by Hannah Rich and informed by a series of 48
interviews, conducted between January and August this year, in
Cornwall, Glasgow, Wolverhampton, and the London Borough of
Newham. It speaks of a real danger that churches and other faith groups
will close “because they cannot afford to keep the lights on or find
enough volunteers to sustain their social action”.
Housing is identified as a key dimension of insecurity, together with
income and employment, food insecurity, and migration status. The
proportion of C of E churches involved in supporting a foodbank or similar initiative has risen from 33 per cent in 2011 to 78 per cent in 2021.
The report warns of a social as well as financial recession, and many
community groups’ reliance on volunteers who have relatively insecure
lives and circumstances themselves. It concludes: “Squeezed personal
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finances and rising organisational overheads at a time when funders are
also tightening their purse strings makes for a perfect storm for charities
and community groups.”
Hubs such as community centres, church buildings, and Scout huts are
subject to business rates for utilities, which, unlike domestic rates, are not
capped. Without concerted action to address these rising bills, the longevity and financial sustainability of the buildings themselves will be
threatened, the report warns.
Community spaces are critical, it argues, and it is vital they be sustained
beyond this economic crisis. Rising fuel costs are making an impact on
the recruitment of volunteers. “The margins of community groups are
often small enough that one individual volunteer is the difference
between a project functioning and not.”
It recommends changes to the Charities Act 2011, which currently
requires charitable organisations selling land or property to achieve
the best possible price for it. Churches and faith groups could also
explore alternative models of housing, it suggests.

It urges a rethink of how paid work is valued along unpaid work. Changes
in the tax code for paying petrol and other expenses could also
incentivise this further, it suggests, and recommends raising the rate of
Gift Aid on charitable donations, and a concerted attempt to link directdebit giving with the rate of inflation.
It concludes: “It would be beneficial for churches and faith communities
to think about insecurity as a longer term reality, while still working to
reduce it, and to consider how it might impact their worship and practice,
particularly those for whom it is a newer experience.”
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Sentence of Canaanite language found in Israel for the first
time on ivory comb
A rare inscription that sheds new light on the use of Canaanite language
some 3,700 years ago has been discovered on an ivory comb in southern
Israel, archaeologists say.
The comb was found at the Tel Lachish site in 2017, but the letters were
not noticed until earlier this year following further examination,
according to the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
Archaeology professor Yosef Garfinkel said the artefact provided "direct
evidence" of the use of the Canaanite alphabet in daily life.
The 17 letters inscribed on the comb, which was used to remove lice,
form seven words that translate to "May this tusk root out the lice of the
hair and the beard".
"This is the first sentence ever found in the Canaanite language in Israel,"
Professor Garfinkel said, calling it "a landmark in the history of the
human ability to write".
“The Canaanite cities are mentioned in Egyptian documents, the Amarna
letters that were written in Akkadian, and in the Hebrew Bible.
"The comb inscription is direct evidence for the use of the alphabet in
daily activities some 3700 years ago. This is a landmark in the history of
the human ability to write.”
Lachish, about 40 kilometres south-west of Jerusalem, was a key
Canaanite city.
Archaeologists have found 10 inscriptions there, but the comb marks the
first "entire verbal sentence" written in the language spoken by the inhabitants of ancient Lachish, the university said.
The comb itself was likely an imported luxury object, as there were no
elephants in Canaan, and therefore no ivory.
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OUTDOORS …
The Feast of Nicholas Ferrar of Little Gidding: 2/12/22.
The annual public celebration of the life and witness of Nicholas Ferrar
and his community returns to Sydney this year after a Covid hiatus. The
local mission-college of the Oratory of the Good Sheoherd invites you to
a sung Eucharist in honour of Nicholas and his family.
When: Friday, 2 December, 2022

Time: 5.30pm
Where: Christ Church St Laurence, Railway Square
Preacher: The Revd Ronald Henderson
Supper will follow in the Hall.
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 20th November 2022
The Feast of Christ the King
[[CELEBRANT] Let us pray for God’s
world and for his church, as we look
for his Kingdom which is to come.
Lord, heavenly king, flood your
church throughout the world with
your grace and bless all who serve
you. Especially in the Anglican
Communion, we ask your blessing on
the Church of the Indian Ocean, its
clergy and people. Bless, also, the
Australian Board of Mission and the
furtherance of your kingdom through
its work. As we come to the end of
this church year, we give thanks for
the year that has been and look
forward to all that is to come. Grow
our faith and knowledge of you and
enlighten our paths.
King of Glory, in your power, may we
build your kingdom here.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Lord, heavenly king, all the nations
are subject to your reign, bring the
powers of this world to serve the
purpose of your greater peace.
Shelter under your wing, civilians
caught up in conflict and those who
have been forced to flee. All creation
moves at your bidding, heavenly
king, give us wisdom as we respond
to the severe weather events that are
becoming more common. Give
courage and hope to those affected
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by such events and protect all
farmers and rural communities,
domestic and native animals and the
pastures and bushland.
King of Glory, in your power, may we
build your kingdom here.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Lord, heavenly king, help us, your
subjects, to be servants of one
another, mindful that in imitating your
example, we shall meet you in
unlikely places, for our hands
offering help are yours and the hands
reaching out to receive it are also
yours. Teach us to say little, simply to
hold others in our love, and to listen
to them. We especially bring before
you everyone who comes to Parish
Pantry and also the many volunteers
who give their time to help others.
King of Glory, in your power, may we
build your kingdom here.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Lord, heavenly king, we uphold all
who suffer in body, mind or spirit and
especially those for whom we have
been asked to pray: Bill, Robert,
Warwick and Jan Roden, Ramona
Sharp, Tim Sullivan, Martin de Vries,
Joyce Bannister, Barry Brandy, John
Burns, June Cameron, Elsie Dunnam,
Malcolm Green, Enid Kell, David

Morgan, Graham Norman, Sally Palmer,
Michelle Phillips, Diane Smith, Peter
Sorensen, Sylvia, Daphne Storey, Bob Woods
and Bill Whittle. May they feel your presence
with them in their pain, the reality of your
strength and the refuge that you offer all who
turn to you.

The flowers in the church
today are in loving memory
of

Fr John Holle

King of Glory, in your power, may we build
your kingdom here.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Lord, heavenly king, we remember before
you all those whom we love who have
departed this life. We continue to give thanks
for the life of Archer Gray and those whose
Fondly remembered with
year’s minds occur at this time: Fr John Holle,
deep affection by his wife
Roy Abbott, Jean Gurton, Robert Cowan,
David Howard, David Way, Muriel Schoer,
Moya.
Douglas Edwards and Bessie Thompson. May
they sing Alleluia among the redeemed
Rest eternal grant unto him
forever.
[Celebrant] Almighty God, you have
promised to hear our prayers.

O Lord,
and let light perpetual
shine upon him.

Grant that what we have asked in faith, we
may by your grace receive, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel
of our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Wednesday 23rd November - Clement of Rome, Bishop and Martyr



Friday 24th November - James Noble, First Indigenous Australian ordained
(d.1941)
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