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ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the 

service. You’ll find the hall behind the 

church.  
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 8.00 am  –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am  –  Choral Eucharist 

 7.00pm –   St Paul‘s Festival of  Nine  

   Lessons and Carols 

 Sunday 24th December  

Midnight Mass at 11pm 

 Christmas Day, Monday 

25th December  9am 

Mass 

 Sunday 11th of  February 

2018 at 3pm –  

EVENSONG  MATER  

CHORALE conducted by 

Fr Michael Deasey in the 

Church 

 Saturday 24th February 

2018 at 6pm– Procession 

and Festival Choral 

Eucharist followed by a 

Reception and 

Refreshments in the Parish 

Hall to mark the 30th 

Anniversary of Fr James 

Ordination to the Sacred 

Priesthood  



Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



The clergy and servers gather at the wreath during the 

Entrance Hymn. 

 

Priest Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Reader Last Sunday we lit the ‘Candle of Peace’ in 

our Advent wreath. We light it and the 

‘Candle of Hope’ again as we remember that Jesus, born in 

Bethlehem will come again to fulfil God’s promises and bring us 

everlasting hope and peace. 

¶  A server lights the first two candles.  

Reader Now we light the third candle – the ‘Candle of Joy’. Just as the 

birth of Jesus gave great joy to his blessed mother, so his 

presence in the world gave joy to those who had none before. He 

healed them and gave them hope, and peace and joy when they 

believed him. 

All We light the ‘Candle of  Joy’ to remind us that when Jesus is 

born in us we have joy and through him there will be 

everlasting joy on earth.  

Priest Jesus said: I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. 

All We also light this candle as a sign of the joy Jesus brings into 

the world and to all people of good-will.  

Priest Lord God, may your joy shine in our lives to your praise and 

glory as we prepare the way of Jesus.  

All Grant that we may share the joy of Jesus by bringing his 

peace and hope to the world. This we ask in Jesus’ name.  

Amen 

¶  A server lights the third candle, the ‘Candle of Joy’ 

¶  The last verse of the hymn is sung as the clergy and servers enter into  

   the sanctuary. 



Gaudete Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent in the liturgical calendar 

of the Western Church, including the Roman Catholic Church, the                    

Anglican Communion, many Lutheran Churches, and other mainline 

Protestant churches. 

The day takes its common name from the Latin word Gaudete 

("Rejoice"), the first word of the introit of this day's Mass. 

Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete. Modestia vestra nota 

sit omnibus hominibus: Dominus enim prope est. Nihil solliciti sitis: sed 

in omni oratione et obsecratione cum gratiarum actione petitiones ves-

træ innotescant apud Deum. Benedixisti Domine terram tuam: avertisti 

captivitatem Jacob. 

This may be translated as: "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say,                    

rejoice. Let your forbearance be known to all, for the Lord is near at  

 

14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the                 

elders of the church and have them pray over them, 

anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord 15 

The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord 

will raise them up; and anyone who has committed  

sins will be  forgiven. (NRSV) 

If you would like to be anointed and to be prayed 

for then please ask one of the Priests in the Parish so that you can be   

anointed  during any of our  Services. 

The Wednesday mid-week Eucharist includes prayers for healing every 

week. 



This may be translated as: "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say,                    

rejoice. Let your forbearance be known to all, for the Lord is near at 

hand; have no anxiety about anything, but in all things, by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be known to God.  

Lord, you have blessed your land; you have turned away the captivity of 

Jacob." Philippians 4:4–6; Psalm 85 (84): 

The season of Advent originated as a fast of forty days in preparation for 

Christmas, commencing on the day after the feast of St. Martin (11                  

November), whence it was often called "St. Martin's Lent"—a name by 

which it was known as early as the fifth century. In the ninth century, the 

duration of Advent was reduced to four weeks, and Advent preserved 

most of the characteristics of a penitential season which made it a kind 

of counterpart to Lent. Gaudete Sunday is a counterpart to Laetare Sun-

day, and provides a similar break about midway through a season which 

is otherwise of a penitential character, and signifies the nearness of the 

Lord's coming. 

The spirit of the Liturgy all through Advent is one of expectation and 

preparation for the feast of Christmas as well as for the second coming 

of Christ, and the penitential exercises suitable to that spirit are thus on 

Gaudete Sunday suspended, as were, for a while in order to symbolize 

that joy and gladness in the promised Redemption.[1] 

While the theme of Advent is a focus on the coming of Jesus in three 

ways: His first, His present and His final Advent,[2] the readings for  

Gaudete Sunday deal with rejoicing in the Lord — Christian joy — as 

well as the mission of St. John the Baptist and his connection with Advent. 

Theologian Henri Nouwen described the difference between joy and 

happiness. While happiness is dependent on external conditions, joy is 

"the experience of knowing that you are unconditionally loved and that 

nothing -- sickness, failure, emotional distress, oppression, war, or even 

death - can take that love away."[3] Thus joy can be present even in the 

midst of  sadness. 

 



In his 2014 Gaudete Sunday homily, Pope Francis said that Gaudete                            

Sunday is known as the "Sunday of joy," and that instead of fretting about 

"all they still haven't" done to prepare for Christmas, people should 

"think of all the good things life has given you. 

An Advent Wreath with the customary single candle in 

rose for Gaudete Sunday. 

 

 

 

On Gaudete Sunday rose-coloured vestments may be worn instead of             

violet (or instead of blue, in the Anglican and some Lutheran and other 

Protestant traditions), which is otherwise prescribed for every day in the 

season of Advent. Gaudete Sunday was also known as "Rose Sunday". 

In churches that have an Advent wreath, the rose coloured candle is lit in 

addition to two of the violet (or blue) coloured candles, which represent 

the first two Sundays of Advent. Despite the otherwise somber readings 

of the season of Advent, which has as a secondary theme the need for 

penitence, the readings on the third Sunday emphasize the joyous          

anticipation of the Lord's coming. 

In the Anglican Church, the use of rose-pink, previously informally                   

observed, was formally noted as an option in the Church of England in 

the Common Worship liturgical renewal. 

Today at St Paul’s we are using for the first time the new Rose coloured 

robes recently given (and blessed) by a generous friend of the parish. 



Today, after the service of Lessons and Carols at St Paul’s at 7.00pm, join 

us for a special supper of mince pies and ‘bubbly’ in the hall. Please feel 

free to come and share in some time of fellowship together.  

The draw for the winner of the Christmas hamper will take place then. If you 

haven’t already done so, you can even buy a ticket before the service. 

The Advent Gift Tree is now in place in the south transept of the Church. 

Gifts may be left under until next Wednesday, 20th December. 

It would be good if gifts were wrapped with a label clearly indicating the 

suitability of the gift showing gender and age range.  The gifts will be 

distributed by the Exodus Foundation to those in need over this                  

Christmastide.  

Our Advent Gift Tree become our Christmas Tree at 11pm, Christmas Eve 

Mass when we welcome the Infant Jesus whose Holy Nativity we                         

celebrate for Jesus is the Reason for the Season. 

Unto us a Child is born, King  of all Creation. Come let us  worship Him. 

We have been advised by Jodi McKay that we have been awarded a grant 

to re-furbish the mezzanine level in the Main Hall. 

The grant is for $29,800 and this will mean that we can turn the                           

mezzanine level into a wonderful meeting space for our children and 

youths and that it can also be used for ESL classes or for any other good 

purpose (but not for storing junk any longer!). 

I am most grateful for Jodi’s support for all that we are doing to care for 

others in our community.  



We are truly blessed to have supportive politicians at the federal, state, 

and local level of government and Craig, Jodi, and John appreciate all 

that we do to help build social and spiritual cohesion in our                   

community. 

We need to remember to “seek the welfare of the city where God has 

set us, and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 

your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29: 17) 

I am also very grateful to Bob and to Jane for the time and effort that 

they devote to applying for grants on our behalf. Bob and Jane have 

been the catalyst to help us achieve a huge amount of re-furbishing of 

our buildings and it is wonderful to see how very beautiful our Church 

and grounds are becoming thanks to Bob and Jane’s efforts. 

As well as continuing to improve the fabric of our buildings                          

(we are undertaking a massive re-development of our buildings which 

research shows is one of the main reasons leading to health within a 

Parish), we will continue to be generous to other individuals and groups 

in our community, in our state, in Australia, in our region, and around the 

world. 

God is breathing new life back into St. Paul’s and the overwhelming vote 

of support from the meeting held last Sunday concerning  Blacket 

House is yet another sign of the goodwill in the Parish as we seek to 

build St. Paul’s up and to ensure that the Parish has a very healthy future. 

I pray that, at this Advent and Christmas-tide and through the coming 

year, you will experience the love of Jesus Christ, the One who comes to 

us in such humility, and that the tenderness and gentleness of Mary,              

Jesus' Mother, will fill your life, and that you will know the peace of God, 

Jesus' Father and our Heavenly Father, and that God's peace will           

strengthen and sustain you both now and forever more. Amen. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                   

James  



Thank you to Judith, Caroline and Fr Michael for distributing hundreds 

of hampers and toiletries kits to our friends in need.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the years the parish has benefitted from the generosity of                    

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                  

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                  

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these or a 

similar form of words: "I bequeath the sum of $............  to the Rector and 

Wardens of the  Anglican Parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be used at their 

absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish." 



Dear Rosemary, Jane, Antonia, Bob,  

Father Michael and Father James,  

Thank you so much for your loving 

prayers at this time. The beautiful                

native Australian flowers you so kindly 

sent me certainly cheered and 

strengthened me! Their beauty                    

reminded me that He has all things in 

control, the growth of flowers and our 

lives! They have pride of Place in 

Michaels lounge room. 

I am getting stronger each day and have the awareness that somehow                

I am wrapped in a cotton wool ball of prayer and it is so comforting.                

Thank you all so much for your prayers. 

Bishop Ian  visited me and also Father Gary and his wife whilst I was in 

hospital and we shared a prayer time there. 

Have had a blessed time sharing with Michael his every day life with his 

flock ,the bible studies at the 3 parishes have been enriching                                 

experiences. Also his first Eucharist was so blessed. 

Do you know I haven¹t spotted one kangaroo since the accident , it¹s as if 

they are sorry for what happened! Proverbs 3.5and 6 really says it all , so 

many blessings in Gods kingdom have come so praise Him indeed. 

Love  

from Joan Sutton 

 

A mid-week Eucharist will be 

held in the Chapel of our Lord's   

Passion on Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the 

lectionary this week – 

Thursday 21 December – Thomas, 

Apostle & Martyr  







 
 The amazing expanding network of St Pauls family 



 

As we come to the end of the year,  

it is time to revise and revamp our               

intercession list of those who are 

sick. 

It is understandable that many on 

the list may now have recovered,                       

so we have decided to start the list 

again from scratch for 2018.   

If you would like your name or 

someone else's name to remain on 

the list, or you wish to add a name, 

please contact the parish office by 

Sunday 17th December or give it in 

writing to Fr James or Fr Michael   

The Davidson Organ is                             

synonymous with St Paul’s,                    

Burwood. It is revered by some, as 

it represents the largest example  

of an Australian-built 19th century 

mechanical action organ surviving 

largely unaltered today.  

It was installed in 1887, and in 

1891, William Davidson replaced 

this with a second organ. Over the 

next seventy years, various over-

hauls, modifications and additions 

were undertaken. During this, the 

organ was in daily use. 

 

From ohta.org.au website, ( Organ 

Heritage Trust of Australia) 

By the 1980s the instrument was so 

heavily worn that there were                

proposals to introduce electric              

action.  As a result of this, the organ 

was placed under the protection of 

a Permanent Conservation Order 

imposed by the Heritage Council 

of NSW in 1987, after hearings and 

inspections in April, May and June 

of that year, at which representa-

tives of OHTA and other parties 

made a number of submissions in 

support of the conservation of the 

organ. Although other pipe organs 

in New South Wales have been  

covered by both interim and               

permanent conservation orders, 

the Burwood instrument was the 

first and only instrument whose 

protection was brought before a 

public hearing and whose                       

importance to the environmental 

heritage of the state was clearly 

confirmed. 

Although it fell into a period of  

disuse after 1987, the arrival of The 

Revd John Kohler and Luke Green 

(organist 1997-99), saw the                       

instrument return to service, with 

plans subsequently developed for 

its restoration. 



Two grants from the National             

Heritage Office, fund raising and 

part of a bequest met the cost of the 

restoration. This restoration, which 

was in  two stages, was carried out 

by Peter Jewkes. Peter was first                 

involved with tuning the Davidson in 

1980.  

Peter continues to tune and repair 

the Davidson. He, or one of                          

colleagues, Rodney Ford and                   

Murray Allen, visit St Paul’s every 

three months to tune the organ. The 

Davidson, with its geriatric                         

idiosyncrasies, sometimes requires 

additional visits, and the ever                 

gracious and most professional team 

from  Peter D.G. Jewkes Pty  Ltd are always there to address the               

issues. These visits often last a whole day. 

Peter has been the organist at Christ Church St Laurence since 1997: 

previously Assistant Organist from 1980 to 1985.  

– Sheryl Southwood 

To Dear James, Rosie, Caroline, Jane, Bob and all the other wonderful 

people who help to make our concert so special. 

A BIG THANK YOU from all of us.  

We wish you a safe and peaceful Christmas.  

With love From  

Sue Christie  

(For Consort 8) 

  

Collection given at St Paul’s on                  

Sunday 10th December: $2220                                                                    

Other collection given:                                                                                                                                                                      

Parish Pantry: $80                                                 

Building Fund: $10                                       

Total: $2310 

Thank you for responding to God’s 

generous love.                           



Feeling a bit warm? Or just want to make a fashion 

statement? 

Then why not purchase one of our gorgeous new 

boutique fans especially made for St. Paul’s. 

Why not become a fan of St. Paul’s? Then you really will be cool. 

Our beautiful fans can be purchased for $3.00 each or two fans for $5.00 

Lawn Mowing 

If you can volunteer to help please give your name to Rosemary.                           

A roster has been drawn up but more volunteers would be good,                   

especially if you can help in January. 

Mowing Roster  

 18th December – 23rd December – Martin Cordina  

We may need to have someone else                

rostered to do the edges but we can  

wait and see how that goes.  

We have been offering to ring quarter 

peals as a fundraiser for the parish for  

anyone who has a special occasion they 

would like to mark. If you are interested 

in a  special occasion being recognized 

we can organize a time, which is con-

venient, so you are able to come and lis-

ten to the ringing. 

 

"Peace comes when there is 

no cloud between us and 

God. Peace is the                       

consequence of                              

forgiveness, God’s removal of 

that which obscures His face 

and so breaks union with 

Him." 

Charles H. Brent (1862-1929) 

Episcopal Church’s first                  

Missionary Bishop of the                

Philippine Islands 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiR_8CPktbXAhVByLwKHZ1QAzcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FBlack-Wooden-Fabric-Hand-Fan%2Fdp%2FB004RB76V4&psig=AOvVaw3wQW87Dg6wt-A1t1TvM2v8&ust=1511


 

We have been blessed to have such 

an engaged and lively group                    

attending our studies through the 

year. Thank you to everyone who         

participated in any way. 

We will re-commence our studies 

on Tuesday the 20th of February, 

2018, being the first Tuesday after 

Ash Wednesday as we begin our 

journey through Lent. 

There will be more information 

about the studies closer to the time 

but we have an interesting and in-

formative series of studies lined up 

for next year. 

All are very welcome to come and 

engage with God and with all those 

who attend our wonderful study 

group. 

There is assistance needed to 

maintain the church and Rectory                    

gardens, flower arranging, choir, 

bell ringing, morning tea assis-

tance, greeting and welcoming  

roster, assistance at special                   

functions e.g. fetes, Sunday trading 

table, selling raffle tickets, making 

jams & pickles to sell, collecting 

bread, to name a few.  

Please speak to the Sheryl 

(regarding choir) Wardens or the 

Church Office so we can direct 

your efforts.  

Monthly birthday celebrations 

As there are so many more                    

birthday celebrations being                          

acknowledged week by week this 

has now become a very important 

part of our life together as a com-

munity of faith but they place a                        

significant burden on those who 

make our birthday cakes. 

To help with this situation, we are 

now going to try and acknowledge 

birthdays on a monthly basis with 

all birthdays occurring during the 

month being celebrated together 

on the last Sunday of the month. 

We thank Joy for her kindness in 

making such beautiful cakes for all 

in the Parish who have birthdays. 

Another two Parishioners have                   

offered to help make birthday 

cakes too and this is very kind of 

them. 



Dear friends, 

Fr James and the Wardens would like to sincerely thank everyone who 

has so generously responded to the needs of the parish in recent times.  

As an example of this generosity, we can inform you that following our 

last letter to the parish, over $73,000 has been donated, and many kind 

parishioners have increased their weekly giving.  

We are also grateful to Sheryl and Pam for organising regular                            

fundraising events and to parishioners for their support of these               

occasions.        

Many parishioners have also volunteered to take turns cleaning the 

church and halls, gardening and mowing the lawns.                                      

We have also identified ways of reducing our printing and telephone 

bills. These new practices mean that we have reduced our monthly                  

expenditure significantly.    

Our next initiatives to further improve our financial situation include                         

increasing hall and church rental fees and installing solar panels to                

reduce electricity costs (we have received a government grant for this). 

We will also investigate advertising St Paul’s as a wonderful venue for 

weddings.  

Although our situation has improved and will continue to improve, we 

will only be free from financial stress when we can derive regular                           

income from Blacket House or other business ventures such as the                   

mobile clinic. This may take twelve months or more. In the meantime,  

we will need to rely on the continuing generosity of all who love St 

Paul’s and wish to see it remain a beacon of care, compassion and God’s 

love for all in Burwood and indeed in the whole of Sydney.                           

In regards to Blacket House, the trustees have informed the wardens 

that they have inspected all the units and were pleased to find them       



generally in good condition with only a few minor repairs required. The 

trustees are also continuing to carry out the many time consuming                     

administrative tasks necessary to achieve formal recognition and                   

registration of their trusteeships. The wardens wish to thank the trustees 

for their efforts in that regard.  

In gratitude,                                                                                                                      

Pam, Jane and Elizabeth  

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or the Song of 

Mary;  

1 Thessalonians 5.12-28;  John 1.6-8, 19-28 

Mary, the Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, has 

been depicted at times, as a compliant maiden 

and patronizingly praised for being a ‘doormat’.  

Listen to the Song of Mary (Magnificat), set as an 

alternative to Psalm 126 today.  It is a song of subversion that proclaims 

the overturning of both the religious and social status quo.  Mary not 

only prepared the way for the coming of Jesus, but she was the 

Theotokos – the God bearer.  

Pray for a discerning spirit for each other and for the church; and faith 

and courage to follow God who prepares the way. 

Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, 

the Anglican Church in Hong Kong. 

Text: Fr Atsushi Shibaoka © Anglican Board of Mission, 2017 



A special thank you to those who 

are bringing food every week.  You 

are the life blood of this project. 

More and more people are need-

ing your help; from the elderly, to 

the young, the retrenched and the 

casual workers, those out of work 

and the homeless. Poverty is no                             

discriminator. We now have nearly 

as many women coming in as men, 

and several with small children. 

Thank you for your help. 

Here is the list of items most needed 

for the parish pantry: 

 Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter 

chicken, Green chicken curry, 

Chicken satay, etc                                                                                                      

 Tins of corned beef;                                                                                                               

 Tins of spam;                                                                                                                           

 Tins of ham;     

 Instant Coffee;   

 Sugar;    

 Boxes of Cereals   

 Tea;                                                                                                                                                  

 All Day Breakfast by Heinz;   

 Chunky soups – Heinz & 

Campbells;                                                                              

 Tinned tuna;                                                                                                                                  

 Tins of sardines;         

 Tins of salmon; 

 Rice                                                                                                                     

 Savoury biscuits;                                                                                                           

 Sweet biscuits;                                                                                                                   

 Long life Milk;  

 Up & Go – All flavours;        

  Tinned fruit                                                                      

 Rice Cream 

 Drinks 

 Pasta & Spaghetti;    

 Instant potato, cuscus                                                                                                                                                

 Safety razors 

 Toothpaste 

 Toilet Paper  

 Shampoo and conditioner 

 Deodorant  for both men and 

women 

 (• we run out of these items very 

quickly) 

THERE IS AN URGENT NEED 

FOR MILK & HIGH PROTEIN 

FOODS  



READ and DELIGHT  IN  

 

 

The sound of what the human race calls the Big Bang had scarcely died 

away before the Choir master Angel called us together for we of the                       

angelic host were somewhat awed by Creator God’s opening command 

Let there be Light! Used as we were to being in the realms of light there 

was something about the new dimension the Creator had made: it was 

perfect in every way, so that our songs glorifying God sprang from the 

very truth of being.  When on the sixth day, as some humans identify the 

time, God made the first humans --Adam and Eve, we called them-- and 

set them in a marvellous, perfect place. A wonderful Garden. We angels 

were awed by their physical beauty, and again our songs of praise came 

from our hearts!  Then too, of all the things created there was one tree. 

The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, which was beautiful                          

beyond words, and when the Creator gave the Garden to Adam and Eve, 

they had absolute freedom to do anything in the Garden except pick 

and eat the fruit of that wonderful tree. Things went along wonderfully 

for  a space, but one day I happened to be looking in on the Garden 

when I noticed that Eve was standing near the Tree, talking to a member 

from our dimension. I couldn’t hear what he was saying, but I did know 

from my knowledge of Cosmic  history that he had once been called the 

Angel of Light, Lucifer, and that he had  set himself up in opposition to 

the Creator, and now  had vowed to destroy the Creator’s work. What 

could he be up to? I wondered. It wasn’t long before all the heavenly 

host knew that the Humans had disobeyed the Creator’s orders, and 

urged on by Lucifer had eaten of the forbidden fruit.  We all assembled 

in our dimension to witness the two humans being driven out of their 

paradise, lest they live everlastingly in sin. Eventually,  one of the sons of 

Adam and Eve, Cain, chose to murder  his brother Abel, jealous that God 

had found Abel’s offering more acceptable, and springing from all this a 

veritable cascade of catastrophes came as humankind’s actions became 



more and more horrifying as they drifted further from the Creator.                      

Human history rolled on until things became so bad that the Creator                

decided that human kind to make a fresh start. 

  We were ordered to open the fountains of the deep and to release to  

waters of the skies so that after forty days and nights not a living thing 

was to be seen outside the wondrous ark the Lord had told Noah, the only  

righteous man and his family  to be found on earth, to build as a refuge . 

Yet even this dramatic course was to no avail, for humankind, multiplying 

again after the Flood, soon turned away from Creator God. Yes, of course 

there were humans who  stayed true to  God or responded to God’s                 

calling:  Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Isaiah-- Great Prophets and leaders, 

great personages who did much to remind the human race of God’s love 

for it, while we of the Angelic host played a part too in various episodes  

wherein such prophets and leaders, and ordinary folk too, were kept in 

touch with God, but few of us  expected the next amazing revelation of 

our dimension to humanity when we sang once more  in joyful,                         

wondrous , praise to, of all people,  a group of  lowly. shepherds on a cold 

hillside  just outside Bethlehem of  the amazing news that in God's love 

for  the wayward creation   God  would send the Son to earth to be                   

humanity’s Saviour from its sin . But not as he was—the  Christ in                     

Heavenly splendour, the Everlasting Word--but of all things as a baby 

born of a Woman. And not in a palace befitting his status as the Creator’s 

only Son, but -- in of all things again—a stable because the less-than -

ordinary -inn had no spare accommodation!  But from our point of view 

that night was wonderful—we have long since learned to trust God---and 

we knew that though humanity would find it strange,  we  understood this 

was the most wonderful  and amazing thing ever to have been done for 

humanity, an act springing from God’s eternal  love for humankind! 

 But again, overall, we were disappointed, often asking ourselves what is 

it with humanity that it cannot see or understand things ; indeed they 

seem more often than not to deliberately misinterpret and disobey the 

Creator’s will, for not even the  gift of the Son brought everyone back to 

the Creator. Indeed, as telling abroad of God’s love, He unflinchingly                 



exposed the hypocrisy and uncaring nature  of human kind in general, 

sectional interests brought him to the point where he was crucified. 

Well do we remember that dreadful dark and despairing day, when on 

the hillside called Golgotha, the Place of the Skull outside Jerusalem,  

the Son of the Creator was brutally nailed   to a cross, his body torn by 

scourings, his head streaming blood from the derisive crown of thorns 

harshly pressed down on his forehead;  the hatred and indifference 

and horror of it all  crushing  too his beloved and loving band of                       

disciples.  We in our dimension watched on in silent and                                   

uncomprehending horror. Our harps and  voices silent, but grasping 

instead  our  vengeful swords as we  waited  for the Son to call us to 

rescue Him, to wipe out once again these ..these  creatures  of such sin

-deluded and-besmirched being. But we waited in vain. When through 

his ghastly pain and torment He did speak, it was to the insensate 

brutes nailing him to the cross Father forgive them for they know not 

what they do! and some forgiving words to a human, crucified along 

side  him and who having realised his own sinfulness and the glory of 

the man on the central cross  the promise  Today you will be  with me 

in paradise.  And then the Son’s final cry It is finished! The sky                      

darkened, the earth shook, the veil of the temple was torn in two, and a 

Roman Centurion spoke what we had always known: Truly, this man 

was the Son of God!  

And thus…the wondrous gift was given. 

– Ron Ogier  

  



We will gather to clean and dress the Church for our Christmas             

Services on Saturday the 23rd of December at 9.30 a.m.  

Please come along and help to make the Church even more beautiful as 

we welcome the Christ child into our midst.  

will be 

singing Evensong on Sunday 11th of  February 2018 at 3pm in the 

Church.  

 



A JOYOUS CELEBRATION 

 

RECTOR HITS THIRTY 

 

On the Feast of Saint Matthias, Saturday, 24 February 2018, our Rector,                     

Fr James Collins, will celebrate the 30th anniversary of his ordination 

to the sacred priesthood – a significant milestone  - and it is 

planned to hold a celebration of thanksgiving to God to mark this important  

occasion and all parishioners and friends of St Paul’s are warmly invited.   

 

6.00 pm PROCESSION AND                                                                                                                                     

SOLEMN SUNG EUCHARIST  

 

Occasional Preacher:  Fr Daniel Dries, Rector and Parish 

Priest of  Christ Church S. Laurence in the City. 

followed by a Reception and Refreshments in the Parish Hall. 

 

Please mark this date in your Diaries now so you 

and your family and the friends of S. Pauls may be present. 

(For further details speak to Graham Norman) 

 

 

R S V P 

There are sheets at the back of the Church for you to give your RSVP if  

you plan to be present at the Anniversary Celebration for 

The Rector on Saturday, 24 February 2018 at 6 pm – please feel free to       

invite other friends of S. Paul’s to be present. 

Complete your RSVP today. 



St Paul’s Anglican Church 

205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood  
 

 
 

LUNCHTIME RECITALS 

2018   
1.15pm-1.45pm 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Other dates and artists TBC 

Entry by donation 

Light refreshments will follow in the Rectory 
 

St Paul’s Church Office: Ph.: 9747 4327 / Email: office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 

Introducing Mark Isaacs 

Hailed by the Los Angeles Times as “a splendid musical mind”, Mark Isaacs is an internationally-acclaimed                    

composer, pianist and conductor in classical music and jazz.  

He has composed over 100 works, many commissioned by some of Australia’s most prestigious ensembles,                    

orchestras and soloists and ranging across orchestral, chamber, choral, solo pieces as well as scores for film,                     

television and the theatre. 

He has received many awards including an Australia Council Fellowship, the Albert H. Maggs Composition Award 

and the Jean Bogan Prize for Piano Composition. Isaacs was a prize-winner in the Tokyo International Competition 

for Chamber Music Composition, a finalist in the 2013 Paul Lowin Orchestral Prize and has twice been nominated 

for the ARIA Award.    

Mark Isaacs’ first symphony, commissioned by former media executive Kim Williams AM, was premiered by the 

Queensland Symphony Orchestra in 2013, and the TV program of the premiere – which Mark co-produced – has 

been screened on Foxtel in Australia and Sky TV in New Zealand. He composed his second symphony in 2017. 

Isaacs premiered his solo piano cycle Children’s Songs at the 2012 Adelaide Festival and recorded it for international 

release on the New York label Soundbrush Records.  

In 2015, he conducted the premiere of his Chamber Symphony at City Recital Hall, Sydney, with Omega Ensemble 

and also conducted the Queensland Conservatorium Symphony Orchestra in a concert of his orchestral works.  

In jazz, he has recorded and toured with the artform’s most distinguished international figures and has released                   

numerous CDs on labels such as Naxos and ABC. 

National Trust (2017) award winner for conservation interiors, recreating the ceiling interior to 

Edmund Blacket's original design in keeping with Australian colonial neo-gothic architectural                         

intent. 

Tuesday 20 February  

Micvhael Deasey OAM - Organ 

Tuesday 20 March 

Mark Isaacs - Piano 

Tuesday 24 April 

Nakul Kaushik - Clarinet 



 



 



 STONEHAM, Mass. – For most of the 111 runners who took on either the 

32- or 40-mile races at the Trail Animals Running Club’s Fells Winter Ul-

tra on Saturday, Dec. 2, the most difficult part of the event was the four or 

five laps they ran around the rocky, rooty, leaf-blanketed Skyline Trail at 

the Middlesex Fells Reservation. 

For one of them, however, the toughest part was simply getting there. 

Runners in the two distance offerings represented all six New England 

states, as well as one from North Carolina and another from Indiana. And 

then there was Elizabeth Thompson, whose love of the Fells Winter Ultra 

compelled her to journey nearly halfway around the world. 

“Ten thousand,” Thompson said matter-of-factly when asked exactly how 

many miles she traveled to join her fellow runners on the course. “It was 

about 24 hours on a plane.” 

What was it that compelled Thompson to travel 10,000 miles from her 

home in Summer Hill, Australia, specifically to run this 32-mile race in 

Massachusetts? It turns out it was a homecoming of sorts for her, both 

personally and as an ultrarunner. 

“I’m from Cambridge, and I met my husband in 2011 when he was                 

studying here,” she said. “I stepped on his foot.” 

So … it was love at first step? 

“It was!” Thompson said with a laugh. “He said, ‘You must be doing that 

on purpose.’ Now we’re married. He’s from Sydney, and I moved over to 

Australia in November of 2013.” 

Prior to moving overseas, Thompson became an ultrarunner in Decem-

ber 2012 at the Fells Winter Ultra. It was a much smaller event back then. 

Seventeen runners took on the 32-mile race; just eight finished. Thomp-

son spent more than 10 hours in the woods that day, and she laughed 

while recounting some of the memorably painful adventures of her inau-

gural ultra. 



“The first year I ran it I had a really bad spill, and it resulted in a partial 

rotator cuff tear,” she recounted. “The funny thing was that it didn’t actual-

ly start to hurt until I got home and the adrenaline wore off. 

“It was the first ultra I ever ran, and I was dead last,” she added of her 

10:34:00 time. “At the end, the only people left were the race director, a 

state police person because maybe they thought I was dead, and my 

buddy who was picking me up.” 

The shoulder injury and extensive time alone in the dark didn’t discour-

age her, however. Instead, those experiences served as motivation. 

“I just had it in my head as I got more experience as a runner that I want-

ed to come back and give it another try,” she said. 

It took four years, but Thompson returned last year – yes, she has made 

the 10,000-mile journey for the race twice – for her second shot at the 

Fells Winter Ultra. 

“My husband and I came out here for our honeymoon last year, which 

mean our honeymoon was my poor husband standing out here in the 

cold while I ran laps in the Fells,” she said, smiling at the memory. 

She was one of 84 runners to start the 32-miler in 2016, and one of 59 who 

finished, which was a much different experience than her first time at the 

race. Thompson improved her time on the course by more than an hour 

and 45 minutes, finishing in 8:47:41. 

“A few months ago, I go the bug again,” she said. “I said to Andrew, ‘What 

do you think if I went over to the States just to try to get my time down a 

little bit more … just to do it once more?’ 

“Hopefully I have a lot more ultras in me, I don’t know, but I want to be 

able to try to prove myself on this course while I still can.” 

Her husband was supportive of the plan, so Thompson registered for the 

race, booked her flight, and made plans to crash with friends while in 

town. The low-cost $22 entry fee helped offset an expensive plane ticket, 

one of the sacrifices of traveling for a race. 



After more than 24 hours in transit and multiple flights through nine time 

zones, she made it to the Fells’ Stoneham trailhead and ran into the woods 

with friends and fellow ultrarunners for a long, tough day on the trails 

Thompson shared some miles with Kevin Mullen, Mike Maher, Scott 

Baver, and many others, and also enjoyed some solo time on the trails. 

She began the day with the goal of breaking eight hours, but reassessed 

as the day along and set her sights on finishing sub-8:30. She pushed 

ahead, and received a mid-afternoon boost from an aid station volunteer 

that propelled her down the stretch. 

“I will highly recommend – and I really mean this; I’m not being silly – 

the shot of Fireball brandy at the aid station at about mile 28, I swear that 

got me through the last few miles,” she said with a laugh. “I was happy; I 

was in no pain whatsoever. I recommend doing shots moving forward.” 

Ultimately, fueled by Fireball and the desire to achieve her goal time, 

Thompson ran the final miles and crossed the finish line in 8:22:05 – a 

personal record on the course by 25 minutes. 

Shortly after finishing the race, Thompson chatted with a few friends and 

then sat down to relax and put on some warm clothes. She was exhausted, 

but a smile never left her face. She’d just spent more than eight hours 

running in the woods, at her favorite race, surrounded by supportive 

people who helped her accomplish her goal. 

“I couldn’t have asked for anything more,” she said of her race experi-

ence. “This is exactly why I traveled here. I’m completely happy … con-

tent. Life is pretty good.” 

After a few more days in town, Thompson would make the 10,000-mile re-

turn trip to Australia where she logs most of her miles these days. After 

back-to-back trips to Massachusetts to run the Fells Winter Ultra, she 

doesn’t know what the future holds. That said, she loves this race. There’s 

so much about it that she enjoys, so she isn’t ruling anything out. 

“I’ll have to convince my husband!” she said. “’Just once more, honey!’” 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Phillip, Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we  

are asked to pray today for the 

Diocese of  Wyoming, for its Bishop, 

The Rt Revd John Smylie and for all his 

clergy and people.       

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest, Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in 

the parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love 

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help them 

to understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with 

your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

always and forever. Amen. 

 



Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead 

me from despair to hope, from fear 

to trust; lead me from hate to love, 

from war to peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, 

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, We remember 

especially this week all the many 

troubled countries. May the Lord 

God bring peace to them and may 

they find their Salvation in the Word 

of the Lord. 

Pray for the sick and their carers:  

Andrew; Sally Banducci; Joyce 

Bannister;  Margaret Baseley; Tim 

Bolton; Wendy Bolton; Barry Brandy; 

John Burns; June Cameron; Scott 

Cameron; Di Campbell; (Sir) John 

Carrick; (Lady) Angela Carrick; 

George Cepak; Rodney Chesham; 

David; Beth Davidge; Hilary Davies; 

Debbie; Manish Dhakal; Dave Ernst; 

Mark Fisher; Ena Gillespie; Joyce 

Gorman; Fr Brian Harker; George 

Harvey; Mary Harvey; Gerry Hayes; 

Margaret Hayes; Heather; Margaret 

Hurley; Joyce; Lee; Sandra Macleod-

Miller; Chris Mannix; Bishop Ken 

Mason, Bruce May; Jim McManus; 

Gae McMillan; Jean Millar; Barbara 

Moreton; Jan Morgan; Michelle & 

Caerl Murray;  Tas Murray; Narelle; 

Nicole; Nicola; Nola; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Paul Phillips; Elisabeth 

Prasad; Jason Proctor; Deidre Reid; 

Joanne Roberts; Jenny Rorich; 

Florence Rouwendaal; Tony 

Sheffield; Elsa Sorenson; Stephanie; 

Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susan; 

Joan Sutton; John Telek; Pauline 

Thomas, Nancy Thompson; Margaret 

Wheatley; Lynne West; Megan West; 

Bill Whittle, David Windsor; Valma 

Woolfrey;  Bob Woods; Peter Ying. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Nan Bradley & Valerie 

Perrin that God may grant them a 

place of refreshment, light and 

peace.                                                 

Pray, too, for, Alison Powell, Joan 

Stirling Coucher, Yvonne Patricia 

Prince, Clement Harold Randal 

Laurence & Morna Stopani and for 

any others whose year’s mind falls 

around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon 

them!   
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Fax 9747 0513  

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey, OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

 Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au  

 Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King  

 Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619   

 Director of Music Mrs Sheryl Southwood 

 Organist Mr Edwin Taylor 
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