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ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

 The Preparation of the Paschal Candle       p.3 

 Congratulations to the  newly baptized!         P.7 

 Thank be to God!           p.8 

 Congratulations Bill & Talia on your                p.15                   

Wedding Anniversary!           

 8.00 am  –  Festive Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am  –  Procession, Blessing of the New 

Fire, Holy Baptism and Renewal of Baptismal 

Vows and Festive Parish Eucharist  

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Tuesday 17th April at 

1.15pm Lunchtime recital 

– Jamie McCarthy 

Trombone   

 Tuesday 1st May at 

7.30pm in the Rectory - 

Study group                          

recommences    

 Saturday 19th May – St 

Paul‘s Book Fair 

 Sunday 20th May at 

9.30am Service – 

Confirmation 

 Tuesday 22 May at 1.15pm 

Lunchtime recital – Ben 

Secrett and James 

McDonald - Guitar 

 Sunday 27th May – Autumn  

Fundraiser 

 Tuesday 19 June at 

1.15pm Lunchtime recital 

– Brain Kim – Flute  

 Tuesday 3 July at 1.15pm 

Lunchtime recital – Nakul 

Kaushik – Clarinet 

 Tuesday 17 July at 1.15pm 

Lunchtime recital – Katie 

Miller-Crispe  - Soprano 

 Tuesday 18 September at 

1.15pm Lunchtime recital-  

Fr Daniel Dries - Organ  

Peta Dries – Violin  



Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



A. Marking the Paschal Candle 

 Jesus Christ, yesterday and today,  

  the beginning and the end,  

  Alpha  

  and Omega! 

  All time belongs to Christ  

  and all the ages.  

 To Christ be glory and power  

 through every age for ever. 

 Amen. 

B. Nails / incense grains for the Paschal Candle  



1. By his holy       1 

2. and glorious wounds  

3. may Christ our Lord    4 2 5 

4. guard us  

5. and keep us. Amen.    3 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks that at the beginning of creation your Holy 

Spirit moved upon the waters to bring forth light and life. With 

water you cleanse and replenish the earth; you nourish and 

sustain all living things. 

   Thanks be to God. 

 We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea you 

led your people out of slavery into freedom, and brought them 

through the River Jordan to new life in the land of promise. 

Thanks be to God. 

 We give you thanks for your Son Jesus Christ: for his baptism 

by John, for his anointing with the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 And now we give you thanks that we are made one with Christ 

in his death and resurrection. Pour out your Holy Spirit in               

blessing, that this water may be a sign of our new birth in                  



Baptism. May we continue for ever in Jesus Christ our Lord, in 

the unity of the  Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 Now that our Lenten observance is ended, let us reaffirm the 

promises we made in baptism. 

  Do you turn to Christ?  

I do. 

 Do you repent of your sins?  

I do. 

 Do you renounce all that is evil?  

I do. 

 I ask you now to reaffirm as yours the faith of the Church. Do 

you believe in God the Father? 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth. 

 Do you believe in God the Son? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father; from there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?                                                                       

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,                              

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,     

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 This is the faith of the Church. 

 This is our faith. We believe in one God:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 Will you each, by God’s grace, strive to live as a disciple of 

Christ, loving God with your whole heart, and your neighbour as 

yourself, until your life’s end? 

I will with God’s help. 

 God our creator, Rock of our salvation, has given us new birth by  

water and the Spirit, and forgiven our sins through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. May God keep us faithful to our calling now and for      

ever. Amen. 

The Rector, Fr. James, and Dr. Helen Collins, along with Fr. Michael and 

Mrs. Antonia Deasey, together with the Church Wardens and Parish 

Councillors and the Parish Staff and Ministry Team, Fr. Jim Pettigrew, Mrs. 

Sheryl Southwood, Mrs. Judith Laurence, Ms. Rosemary King, Mr. Graham 

Norman, and Mrs. Caroline Badra extend to all Parishioners and to their 

families and to all friends of St. Paul's every blessing for a Holy Easter. 

May the risen Christ fill your lives with a profound and deep joy and may 

the love of God enfold you. 

 

 



Today, we welcome into the family 

of God, the Church, through the  

sacrament of Holy Baptism, Susan 

Jane Gerber. 

Please pray for Susan and her 

sponsor that they may know God’s 

presence in their lives and be en-

folded with God’s love. 

We extend our heart-felt thanks to 

all who were involved in any way 

at all in preparing the Church 

grounds and the Parish Church for 

Holy Week and the Festival of East-

er. This includes: the care of the 

grounds, the arranging of palm 

branches, making Palm Crosses, 

preparing the fantastic children's 

Holy Week and Easter Pack, doing 

odd jobs, gold, silver and brass 

cleaning, arranging of the flowers, 

dusting/cleaning/polishing, all in-

volved in providing the glorious 

music and readings and interces-

sions, morning teas/hot cross 

buns, preparing  altar linen, serv-

ing, sidespeople, bell ringing, and 

so much else both seen and un-

seen. 

Thank you for the encouragement 

of your presence throughout Holy 

Week and today.  

Thank you to all who came along to 

Burwood Park on Saturday the 24th 

of March to support the Easter in 

the Park Event that was organized 

by the combined Churches of Bur-

wood, along with the Burwood 

Council. 

We are blessed that our keen gar-

deners give so generously of their 

time and expertise to care for the 

beautiful grounds around St. Paul's. 

If anyone is able to give some time 

to help then please chat with Mar-

jorie about this. Thank you. 

St. Paul’s has been selected as a   

finalist of the Dulux colour awards 

2018 in the Commercial Interior - 

Public and Hospitality category. 

See link below: 

 http://

colourawards.dulux.com.au/

winners-finalists-2018-commercial

-interior-public-hospitality.html  

We will see what comes of this! 



Palm Sunday’s worship was                   

beautiful as we began our journey 

through Holy Week and as we walk 

with Jesus in his passion, death, and              

resurrection. Those who have been 

Baptized into Christ have been      

Baptized into his death and into his 

resurrection. 

It was wonderful to be able to bless 

the new Red Burse and Veil that 

were so kindly given by a                   

Parishioner. 

Another Parishioner has very    

kindly repaired the child-proof 

latch on the gate into the children’s                    

playground. 

Further to this, it is my pleasure to 

inform you that, after the discussion 

at last week’s AGM regarding the 

appointment and the cost of our  

Auditor, a very kind Parishioner has 

given me a cheque for $2,000.00             

to cover this cost. 

Thanks be to God! We have much to 

look forward to as God breathes 

new life into St. Paul’s. 

May this time be truly holy and may 

you sense God’s love in every                  

aspect of your lives knowing that, 

because of Jesus’ death and                    

resurrection, there is nothing that 

can separate us from the love of 

God. 

Further to our own beautiful               

Services for Holy Week and Easter, 

we have also had wonderful Easter 

Services at The Brighton last week 

and at Bayswater Gardens, and 

Strathdale this week. So we have 

these three regular Services at The 

Brighton, Bayswater Gardens, and 

Strathdale, as well as visiting              

people in Goondee and Clover Lea 

and Living Care Ashwood and   

Summitcare and in hospitals and in 

their homes every month all of 

whom have been able to share in 

receiving Holy Communion for 

Easter. 

We have the equivalent of another 

whole congregation spread around 

the region and beyond whom we 

visit each and every month and who 

are very much a part of our life to-

gether as a community of faith (just 

that we don’t see them in Church on 

a Sunday – we go to them). 

Please hold our dear friends who 

can’t attend St. Paul’s in your                 

prayers as they worship with us                  

albeit in other settings and at other 

times. 

With my love, thanks, and every 

blessing for Easter. – Fr James  



We extend our sincere thanks to Kaye Green who is a professional artist 

living in Hobart, Tasmania, who has so kindly made the magnificent, 

hand painted, Paschal Candles for use at St. Paul's this year. 

The Paschal Candle will stand in the sanctuary, north of the High                  

Altar (that is, the Gospel side), and is lit for every service during the 50 

days of Easter when it is then removed and stands by the Font (and lit 

for Baptisms) or stands by the casket at a funeral. The Paschal Candle is 

a constant reminder of the hope of the Resurrection.  

We thank our wonderful Bell Ringers for calling us to worship each and 

every week of the year. 

We are particularly grateful to them for ringing prior to the Combined 

Churches Easter in the Park Event. 

Thank you for the wonderful gift of beautiful music that you have                              

offered through Lent, Holy Week,  

And Easter as we have journeyed with of  our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ, through his passion, death, and  resurrection. 

We are truly grateful to you for this gift of love which you offer to God in 

the service of God's people here at St. Paul's. We thank you for your love 

and care.  

Fundraising events coming up are: 

 Mother’s Day Raffle 

 Saturday 19th May Book Fair including clothes, morning tea 

 Sunday 27th May Autumn Fundraiser Chicken/salad/slices 

Please put these dates into your diary and support these St Paul’s             

functions. 



Tickets are now available for this raffle.  

The first prize for the Mother's Day raffle is the much sort after hand                

crocheted knee rug. 

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 

We will hold a Tombola on this day and would love some donations of 

bottles of anything worth $5 or under. Please leave at the back of the 

church or office for collection. 

Collection given at St Paul’s on Sun-

day 25th of March:  $2343                                                   

Other collection given:                                                                                                                                                                      

 Parish Pantry:       $10 

 New Life Centre Nepal: $ 25 

                                    

  Total:    $2378 

Thank you for responding to God’s 

generous love.                           

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholiccompany.com%2Fcrosses-and-crucifixes-c11%2F&ei=UwAaVaTNM-HCmwXChYGIDw&psig=AFQjCNFjZthYU3HeoYHjF_HUAeUTiYgGzQ&ust=1427853779938535


In Romans 6: 26-27 we read: 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 

pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 

words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 

Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 

of God. (NRSV) 

Please take time to pray, either before, during, or after the Service to  

allow the Spirit to intercede for the saints according to the will of God. 

If you pray for someone, you might like to send them a card.                     

These beautiful cards are on the table in front of the Icon of St. Paul in 

the South Transept, where you might light a candle for those for whom 

you have prayed, and we are grateful to the Parishioner who has de-

signed and made them for us. 

Anointing of the Sick is available at any of our                      

Services. In James 5: 14-15 we read: 

14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the                    

elders of the church and have them pray over them, 

anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord 15 The 

prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 

them up; and anyone who has committed  sins will be 

forgiven. (NRSV) 

If you would like to be anointed and to be prayed for then please ask one of 

the Priests in the Parish so that you can be anointed during any of our Ser-

vices. 

The Wednesday mid-week Eucharist includes prayers for healing every 

week. 

If you have any used stamps then please bring them to Church with you 

and leave them in the box at the back of the Church as these earn              

money for the work of the Anglican Board of Mission – Australia. 



If you would like to have a special 

occasion recognized like a birth-

day, anniversary, birth etc., we are 

happy to help celebrate it for you 

with a quarter peal.  A quarter peal 

consists of approximately 1260 dif-

ferent changes and takes about 45 

minutes. The cost would be $50, all 

of which will go to the church. This 

is a base figure and  anything over 

this can be donated. 

If you are interested in a special  

occasion being recognized we can                        

organize a time, which is conven-

ient, so you are able to come and 

listen to the ringing. Please contact 

the Tower Captain, Pam Brock on 

9747 3619 or email  pam-

brock@hotmail.com for any                            

enquiries. 

Please return your Lenten Enve-

lopes  NO LATER  than the Sunday 

after Easter via the Collection Bag.                    

Many thanks to those who have 

been regularly retuning the ABM           

Lenten Envelopes which of course 

is voluntary.  We have handed out 

over 450 envelopes this Lent and 36 

have  been returned to date. 

Burwood has always been strong 

supporters of the ABM Lenten                     

appeal over many years.  

There won’t be a Communion               

Service on Wednesday 25th of 

April due to Anzac Day.  

 

The study group will re-commence 

on Tuesday 1st of May at 7.30 

p.m. in the Rectory. 

volunteers to sweep 

and mop the hall toward the end of 

the week. (Thursdays or Fridays) 

Q One cleans once per month so 

we need someone to sweep and 

mop the hall floor on the alternate 

fortnight. 

This could be done during the day 

or in the evening according to            

people's availability. 

If you would be prepared to be on a 

Hall cleaning roster please speak to 

one of our Wardens, Pam or                        

Elizabeth or Jane. 

Thank you. 

 

 



 

 7th/8th April – Jason                                                                                                

 14th/15th April – Andrew                                                                                       

 21st/22nd April – Martin                                                                                          

 28th/29th April – Jason                                                                                                  

 5th/6th May – Andrew 

 12th/13th May – Martin 

 19th/20th May – Jason 

 26th/27th May – Andrew 

 2nd/3rd June – Martin 

 

Over the years the parish has ben-

efitted from the generosity of                    

parishioners, not only when they 

have been active members of the                  

parish, but also at the time of their 

death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills 

by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that 

generations to come will enjoy                  

worship and fellowship in well 

maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest 

are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: "I                       

bequeath the sum of $............                      

to the Rector and Wardens of the                

Anglican parish of  St Paul,                     

Burwood, to be used at their                  

absolute discretion for the                    

charitable purposes of the parish."  

There are always opportunities to 

help. Assistance is needed to  

maintain the church and Rectory 

gardens, flower arranging, choir, 

bell ringing, morning tea takes 

many hands. The sidesperson and 

welcoming roster is a very                       

important ministry.  

Assistance at special functions e.g. 

fetes, Sunday trading table, selling 

raffle tickets, making jams &               

pickles to sell, collecting bread, 

helping with afternoon tea after                        

recitals and the upcoming BBQ to 

name a few. 

Please speak to the Sheryl,                         

regarding choir and recitals,                 

Wardens or the Church Office so 

we can direct your efforts.   

 

 

 



A special thank you to those who 

are bringing food every week.  You 

are the life blood of this project. 

More and more people are need-

ing your help; from the elderly, to 

the young, the retrenched and the 

casual workers, those out of work 

and the homeless. Poverty is no                             

discriminator. We now have nearly 

as many women coming in as men, 

and several with small children. 

Thank you for your help. 

Here is the list of items most need-

ed for the parish pantry: 

 Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter 

chicken, Green chicken curry, 

Chicken satay, etc                                                                                                      

 Tins of corned beef;                                                                                                               

 Tins of spam;                                                                                                                           

 Tins of ham;     

 Instant Coffee;   

 Sugar;    

 Boxes of Cereals   

 Tea;                                                                                                                                                  

 All Day Breakfast by Heinz;   

 Chunky soups – Heinz &              

Campbells;                     

                                                          

 Tinned tuna;                                                                                                                                  

 Tins of sardines;         

 Tins of salmon; 

 Harvest Meals in a tin  

        eg Vegetables and Sausages 

 Rice     

 Tinned corn – cream or  

        kernels                                                                                                                 

 Savoury biscuits;                                                                                                           

 Sweet biscuits;                                                                                                                   

 Long life Milk;  

 Up & Go – All flavours;        

  Tinned fruit                                                                      

 Rice Cream 

 Drinks – poppers 

 Pasta & Spaghetti;    

 Instant potato, cuscus                                                                                                                                                

 Safety razors 

 Toothpaste 

 Toilet Paper  

 Shampoo and conditioner 

 Deodorant  for both men and 

women 

 (• we run out of these items very 

quickly) 



Talia and I would love to share a 

note of thanksgiving in recognition 

of our 20th wedding anniversary!  

Our faith has served as the corner-

stone of our marriage, and we have 

truly felt the Lord's presence at the 

centre of our relationship from Day 

One-- helping us through the diffi-

cult times, and shining His light al-

ways upon the many, many wonder-

ful memories we've shared. 

A couple such moments are cap-

tured in the below photos:                                 

the first was taken on our wedding 

day here in Sydney on 4 April, 1998; 

the latter was from our celebration 

in Colorado Springs several months 

thereafter. 

St. Paul's-- and our wonderful fellow 

parishioners-- continue to be a             

cherished part of our family's life.  

We feel very fortunate to share this 

journey with you all, and are ex-

tremely lucky to consider you our 

friends. 

God bless,                                                                                                                         

Bill and Talia Sullivan  

Congratulations on your 20th Wedding Anniversary 

Bill and  Talia! We wish you and your family an          

abundance of happiness and many blessings!   

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA_ern1MvVAhVHT7wKHQrEBccQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fcongratulations-clipart%2F&psig=AFQjCNH3o60-uKdOHoN4L-SC9GRnXSXEgg&ust=1502420003919422


Most of us, from time to time, find our wallets and purses full of                  

annoying small coins and some even collect jars of them. There is a  novel 

way we could rid ourselves of these annoyances and add to the beauty of 

our worship at the same time. 

St Paul’s is fortunate to have wonderful embroidered altar frontals and               

accessories that enhance our worship in every season of the church year. 

These have stood the test of time even though some are now in need of 

some repairs and restoration. 

Not as visible are the altar cloths, corporals and purificators that are             

also used at every service. Unfortunately for us, these are not so long lived 

and, in the case of the altar cloths, are coming to the end of their lives. The 

altar cloths on the main altar predate the current altar and are actually too 

big for it. The cloths for the north chapel are all ‘holey’  rather than holy. 

Replacing the altar cloths is actually quite an expensive exercise but that’s 

where that loose change comes in. If we dropped our spare change into a 

box near the font each week, hopefully, we could accumulate sufficient 

funds to order new pieces as the funds accumulate. Each piece will need 

to be individually made for our requirements and the aim would be to use 

good quality modern blend fabrics that would be long lasting and easier 

to launder. 

It would be great to have a beautiful ‘cloth of fair linen’ ready for the main 

altar for our next Christmas celebration and continue the coin collection 

to gradually replace and repair all our vestments.  

 المسيح قام ... حقا قام

 قٌيمٍلى مشٌيًخا ... شٌوٌبًخا ِاٍلى

 



St Paul’s Anglican Church 

    205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood  

LUNCHTIME RECITALS 

2018   

1.15pm-1.45pm 

Other dates and artists TBC 

Entry by donation 

Light refreshments will follow in the Rectory 

St Paul’s Church Office: Ph.: 9747 4327 / Email: of-

fice@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

National Trust (2017) award winner for conservation interiors, recreating the                      

ceiling interior to Edmund Blacket's original design in keeping with Australian                   

colonial  neo-gothic architectural intent. 

Tuesday 17 April 

 Jamie McCarthy - Trombone 

Tuesday 22 May 

Ben Secrett and James McDonald - Guitar   

Tuesday 19 June  

Brian Kim - Flute 

Tuesday 3 July  

Nakul Kaushik -  Clarinet 

Tuesday 17 July  

Katie Miller-Crispe  -  Soprano 

Tuesday 18 September  

Fr Daniel Dries  - Organ 

Peta Dries – Violin  

December TBC  

Brian Kim – Flute  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Regional Bishop, Bishop Michael Stead, will be with us on                       

Pentecost Sunday the 20th of May, 2018, and we hope to have a             

Confirmation Service that day at the 9.30 a.m. Eucharist. Are you, or                      

anyone that you know, interested in being Confirmed, Received into the 

Anglican Communion, or Baptized? Please speak with Fr. James, Fr. Mi-

chael, or Rosemary if you are, or anyone that you know is interested in 

being Confirmed, Received into the Anglican Communion, or Baptized. 

 

 Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 25.6-9;  

 Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 

 1 Corinthians 15.1-11 or Acts 10.34-43 

 John 20.1-18 or Mark 16.1-8 

It is not unmitigated joy; the resurrection is 

greeted by confusion, fear and even comedy. 

Yet there is freshness here too, new life being 

breathed into an old carcass of a world. 

 Pray for young churches, those celebrating renewal in their lives 

and all making a commitment of faith this day. 

 Pray for the Amity Foundation in China, giving thanks for the work 

they do to further God’s mission in the world. 

 Text: The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo © Anglican 

Board of Mission  



 
 

 

 

It had been a long day in hours, 

and dusk wasn’t far away, but few 

of us had noticed the passing of 

time. I had set out early  to pay a 

last visit to the place I called my 

Eyrie, where I went whenever I 

could to  enjoy the view of the lake  

and to have a bit of my own time off 

when father could spare me from 

helping with the fishing. I was to go 

south to Jerusalem in a few weeks 

to stay with Uncle Enoch, who was a 

blacksmith there, as dad said a bit 

of knowledge of metalworking 

would come in handy  for me. Any-

way, on the way to the Eyrie I had 

been swept up in a crowd of folk 

who were following en masse the 

new rabbi who was doing amazing 

things in our district. Jesus his 

name was, and I remember father 

telling us how some time back he 

had  stopped where the men were 

mending their nets by the lake, and 

had just said them, Simon and An-

drew first, “Follow me”. To every-

one’s amazement, they got up, and 

went off with him, as did James and 

John a little later, leaving their nets,   

 

 

with their father Zebedee staring 

after them in surprise.  Anyway, 

with several other fellows Jesus had 

also asked to follow him, they had 

travelled around with Jesus telling 

folk about what he called the king-

dom of God, and many people had 

gathered today from our district to 

hear him and to see him healing 

people of their diseases and                       

illnesses, while they listened to his 

message of God’s love and grace 

towards us.   Anyway, now the          

afternoon light was fading, and 

some of Jesus’ men said that                  

perhaps everyone should go home, 

as there was nothing to eat, and 

there weren’t any markets nearby. I 

heard  one of the men say that even 

if there were, it would be terribly 

expensive to feed so many. I wasn’t 

particularly worried, for I still had 

in my bag the lunch mum had 

made for me that morning—barley 

loaves such as only she can make, 

while her specially pickled fish, 

which I loved, were the envy of the 

other mothers! I was just about to 

tuck in when one of Jesus’  

men .Andrew, I think, said  to               

Jesus, “There is a lad over there 



with five loaves and two fish, but 

that’s not much use among so many, 

surely”! 

I looked up, and   saw the Master 

looking at me with a friendly, loving 

and questioning look, as he said 

“Ask Jacob if he would be so kind 

as to give them to me”. (I was so 

astonished that the Master should 

have known my name, I offered the 

food to Andrew,  who  gave it to the 

Master, who again looked at me in a 

really friendly way as if I had done                      

something really pleasing to him. 

Jesus took the food, raised his eyes 

to heaven, and gave thanks for it. He 

then started breaking the loaves 

and fishes into fragments, giving 

them to his men to give out to the 

crowd, who meanwhile had been 

sat down in companies of fifty or a 

hundred people. There were hun-

dreds, even thousands of them per-

haps, and the yet the supply of 

bread and fish from the master’s 

hands never slackened. Eventually, 

everyone, and I mean everyone, 

was, to put it plainly, full! And still 

there were twelve baskets of lefto-

ver bits. Of my lunch!  I will never 

forget the master’s hands, strong, 

capable, yet gently giving forth an 

abundance of food to sustain those 

who had spent the day without food. 

It was a miracle of love and com-

passionate concern for                       

everyone there! 

 Several months had passed since 

this miraculous feast, and I was now 

staying with Uncle Enoch and was 

well into my apprenticeship, learn-

ing the ways and methods of work-

ing with metal.  It was  Passover 

time, and Jerusalem  was full of visi-

tors for this  solemn  occasion, 

though there seemed to be some 

trouble brewing, one night as  éven 

at the smithy we could hear much 

shouting and turmoil from  the cen-

tre of the city from  the vicinity of 

the Governor’s palace.   The next 

day too, there was a bit of a crowd 

lining the street where the smithy 

was, when Uncle called me and in-

structed me to take a bundle to the 

Skull—the hill just outside the city 

where the Romans were about to 

conduct a crucifixion or two, some-

thing they always seemed to enjoy 

doing, I thought grimly. Anyway, I 

did as I was told, and soon enough 

was at the place of the Skull. As I                           

approached I could hear the 

screams  of agony from  the  men 

being crucified, and when I 

reached the spot received a cuff on 

the ear from the Centurion who 

cursed me for taking my time                                  



saying they were short of nails, 

( Uncle Enoch made really good 

large nails that were necessary for  

bearing the weight of the crucified  

victims).   Hurriedly the soldiers                 

unwrapped the nails,  for there, be-

ing brought to a cross still lying on 

the ground  was a naked, bleeding 

and horrifyingly bruised  man , his 

back striated raw by whips and  on 

his head a crown  woven of  branch-

es of a vicious thorn bush which, 

pushed hard onto his forehead, 

splintered and tore it with deep 

scratches.  

I glanced at him, and gasped in       

dismay as I saw  with disbelief that 

it was the man who had taken and 

blessed my lunch so mightily those 

months ago!  Now, though still held 

by two soldiers, he lay himself 

down on the cross, and spread out 

his arms. Other soldiers took the 

nails—the nails I had delivered, and 

drove them into those hands that 

had been so instrumental in                 

blessing so many people. Sick with 

horror, I felt an agony of guilt that I 

should have been the instrument 

which had helped make and deliver 

the nails which were piercing those 

hands.  Such was my grief I could 

only stand and watch; for I knew 

that this man was no criminal  as 

were the others: he was innocent of 

any guilt or crime. And then I heard 

him struggle to speak though his 

agony, and near enough to hear, I 

heard him say “Father, forgive them, 

for they know not what they do!  As 

he finished speaking, he raised his 

eyes and looked at me, just as he 

had done at Bethsaida , and in his 

look I felt a peace and blessing that 

why it should be so I did not under-

stand, but Jesus , just as he had           

broken the loaves and fish to feed 

the crowd who were hungry, so 

much more he had to have his body 

broken, that each of us, no matter 

who we were, was to be given                  

access to the Kingdom of Heaven.  

He is not here; for He is risen as He 

said. Matthew 28:6. 

We thank you for the beauty of this 

day, for the glorious message that 

all nature proclaims. The Easter lil-

ies with waxen throats eloquently 

singing the good news; the birds as 

early this morning impatient to 

begin their song; every flowering 

tree shrub and flaming bush a                

living proclamation from you. O 

Open our hearts, that we may hear 

it too!  



Lead us we pray to the grave that is empty, into the garden of the            

resurrection where we meet our risen Lord. May we never again live as if 

you were dead! 

In your presence restore our faith, our hope, our joy. Grant to our spirits 

refreshment, rest, hope and peace. Maintain within our hearts an                     

unruffled calm, an unbroken serenity that no storms of life shall ever be 

taken from us.  

From this moment O living Christ we ask that you go with us wherever we 

go; be our companion in all that we do, and for this greatest of all gifts we 

offer you our sacrifices of thanksgiving.   Amen. 

– Barry Brandy (16 March 2018) 

"We will come back changed. Of that I am certain. But of course that is the               

reason why you go on pilgrimage in the first place, to find the holy, stumble upon 

God in action, and be changed forever by the experience." - Canon Trevor               

Dennis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this part of the world you have to circle into the truth through stories  - John 

Paul Lederach 



What:  Two day Desert Intensive in Alice Springs and a four-night 4WD 

Drive journey into Eastern Arrente country. You will learn about language, 

culture, land and spirituality from local Aboriginal elders and participate in                          

reflection sessions on desert spirituality and social change. These journeys 

are led by Aboriginal elders alongside ecumenical church leaders Rev Dr 

Geoff Broughton for the Anglican Church and Dr Steve Bevis and Emily 

Hayes from the Uniting Church. 

 

When:  Saturday 30 June to Saturday 7 July, 2018                                      

Who:  Are you 18- 35? Interested in finding out more about Aboriginal                 

culture? Drawn to the Australian Desert? Willing to reflect on your life and 

faith with people from a variety of backgrounds? Up for basic bush living? - 

You will be sleeping in a swag, helping to set up camp and cook meals               

outdoors, and camping without electricity and shower/toilet facilities. 

Cost:  Scholarship will cover the cost of the Spirit Journey ($1100) and may  

also cover transport to and from Alice Springs. Please specify if you are                 

applying for transport costs.                                                                                 

How:  Complete the application form and submit to Celia Kemp. We will  

sponsor 3-4 attendees. 

   Applications must be received by the end of April 2018 

The money for these scholarships has been made available through the             

generosity of the Young Anglican Fellowship Reunion Committee. 

Spirit Journeys is a national network of like-minded people seeking to invite  

others to explore more deeply connections with land, and to have spaces to                    

reflect on their life, purposes and spirituality. This Spirit Journey is adminis-

tered by the Alice Springs Uniting Church.  

Please direct applications, or any questions, to:                                                   

Celia Kemp                                                                                                                           

Reconciliation Coordinator                                                                                                 

Anglican Board of Mission                                                                                               

Locked Bag Q4005                                                                                                            

Queen Victoria Building                                                                                                       

NSW 1230                                                                                                                                    

Phone: 03 8899 6480                                                                                                                       

E: reconciliation@abm.asn.au 

mailto:reconciliation@abm.asn.au


 

Why is it that while we are observing well documented decline in the 

life of the Church and more seriously of Christian adherence, we are 

hearing little or no conversation about an appropriately renewed shape 

for the Church this century?  Are we simply going to keep doing what 

we have always done, accepting we are more and more irrelevant while 

the world gets on very nicely without us – or more truthfully languishes 

without proper Christian engagement? Or might we consider that our 

present structures, whilst serving us well in the past, no longer do so and 

that an entirely different way of being Church needs to emerge?  Not on-

ly do these structures no longer serve us, but they are a burden that now 

prevent us from being a true witness in the contemporary world. 

Those of us who undertook theological exploration in the 1960’s did so 

in the so-called death of God era.  It was not simply John Robinson and 

Honest to God; it was also Dietrich Bonhoeffer and religion less Christi-

anity; Paul Tillich and his proposition that God should be understood as 

being rather than a being - etc.  Of course, none of this was about a gen-

uine proposition of the ‘death of God’ in any real sense, less still of the 

demise of Christianity, much more about how one might more reasona-

bly understand and practice religious or Christian belief in a                            

contemporary world.  I will always be grateful to my lecturers at that 

time, especially John Falkingham who taught theology and Gordon                 

Griffiths who was my first Old Testament lecturer. At the age of 20 they 

helped me negotiate these ideas while at the same time retaining                

confidence in the fundamentals of faith, and love of scripture. Much later 

this early formation helped me chair a packed St John’s Cathedral in 

Brisbane who were there to hear Jack Spong in full flight, doing his best 

to discredit the biblical narrative, and then proceed to give us his own. 

His populous treatment of scripture had the same depth as the populous 

politics that now sweeps western democracies.  



The Bonhoeffers and Tillichs of today are no less challenging and should 

be better known and read.  They of course include James Alison, Miro-

slav Volf, Richard Rohr and many others.  But I do not want here to en-

gage in a theological discussion as such, but rather an ecclesiastical one.   

Are we not currently facing the death of the (institutional) church and in 

our context, the beloved Anglican Church?   I do not by this infer the 

death of ‘church’, the gathering of God’s people, nor am I inferring the 

death of Anglicanism per se, far from it,  but the death of that institutional 

expression which no longer serves the contemporary age. Amongst oth-

er things I mean both the death, or radical redefinition, of entities like 

Dioceses, Parishes, and episcopates. 

 In the 1960’s I began my ministry in Inverell and Armidale in the Dio-

cese of Armidale. Despite what I am sure were very imperfect ministries, 

it was almost impossible to get a seat on Sunday unless you were early. 

The Church was a lively and vital component of community life. 

In the 1970’s and early 80’s I was the rector of Singleton in the Newcastle 

Diocese. Our Sunday school had 15 classes; one year there were 100 

confirmation candidates; Christmas there were 1000 communicants; the 

men’s group had 150 members.   All within a total population of well un-

der 10,000 people.  Many of you will be able to tell very similar stories. 

Today the number of viable parishes in the bush have drastically                     

reduced, while those in the city are able to remain viable because the  

population on which they draw is many times larger.  We are maintaining 

bureaucracies and institutions at great expense as if they continue to 

have the relevance they once had.  Everyone can recount stories 

(probably from one’s own children) of those who retain faith but find the 

parish ritual entirely unsatisfying and have dropped out. So many                       

Parishes appear to have become chaplaincies to those who are                        

members rather than agents of nourishment renewal, and transformation 

in the communities in which they are set.  With a few notable and very 

refreshing exceptions bishops appear not to want to engage at all                   

outside the narrow confines of their ecclesiastical lives. 



So, what am I suggesting? 

We need a wholesale reversal of the synod of Whitby (664)!   You will                 

recall that at that synod the Celtic Church lost and the Roman territorial, 

hierarchical, version of church through Dioceses and Parishes took its 

place (quite apart from the little matter of the date of Easter!) Now of 

course I am not meaning some nostalgic return to a past long gone, but I 

am meaning a rediscovery of a Church in tune with the rhythms of life in 

the contemporary world.   Such a Church is likely to be far more contem-

plative.  It is likely to connect digitally with most of its membership.  

Gathering together for worship on a seven-day cycle will continue but 

will not be the pattern for most of the membership. When gatherings          

occur, perhaps six to eight times a year, of which Christmas, Easter and 

Pentecost will clearly be three, they need to be celebratory, connecting 

to the life of the wider community and the rhythms and stories with 

which it identifies.  Many or most will find regular fellowship discussion 

and energy from a variety of small groups associated with meals, con-

versation and prayer.  These groups will be multifarious and not listed in 

the Sunday pew sheet!   

We need to breed a very different style of episcopal leader, not one who 

sees himself or herself leading an old style Diocesan bureaucracy but a 

contemplative who is able to lead the Christian family into engagement 

with God, each other, and equally importantly with the world in which 

they live.  

Such a bishop will not chair committees or boards, but will be the gath-

erer of spiritual leadership, ordained and lay, the one who identifies and 

gives permission to giftedness and grace.  Bishop and clergy will not 

want to constrain spiritual exploration, least of all seek to define the 

atonement or other Christian verities but foster such exploration of God 

known to us as Trinity that ethical and other major 21st century                    

challenges can be understood in its light – as well as the personal                        

challenges that beset us all.  Whether Parish or Diocesan boundaries 

and identities should remain I am unsure, but I am certain they require 

radical transformation and rethinking. 



Western culture is decaying at the same rate that Christianity is            di-

minishing in influence.  It cannot be too arrogant to connect these  reali-

ties.   We need to be honest enough to recognise that continuing to do 

what has always been done will not lead to a different result.   The world 

is crying out for wisdom, for insight.  It is not in need of                           re-

ligiosity, dogma or canon law.  It needs authentic Christian living, open-

ness - not certainty, inclusiveness – not elitism, a healthy                             

integration of heart, mind and gut. 

These words are written, not to offer any solution – how could they, but to 

open a conversation that is desperately overdue. They are written to sug-

gest that those who enter the episcopate behind us should be                  

expecting to lead a very, very, different style of episcopate to the one 

which we led, and they should be given every encouragement to do so. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Phillip, Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we  

are asked to pray for the Resurrection 

of our Lord Easter Day:  

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!                

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!                 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person 

with us. May both our parishes be 

blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love  

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help them 

to understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with  



your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

always and forever. Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from 

death to life, from falsehood to truth; 

lead me from despair to hope, from 

fear to trust; lead me from hate to 

love, from war to peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, 

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those people 

who are seeking guidance, strength 

and direction in their lives. 

Pray for the sick and their 

carers:  Andrew; Joyce Bannister;  

Margaret Baseley; Barry Brandy; John 

Burns; June Cameron; Scott Cameron; 

(Sir) John Carrick; Rodney Chesham;                  

Hilary Davies; Vicky Dodman;                            

Paul Gibson; Phillip Goodwin;               

Chrys Gunasekera; Margaret Hayes;  

Heather; Bruce Hellyer; Marjory Hird; 

Jan Morgan; Y Nhan; Narelle; Nicola; 

Erene O’Connor; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Paul Phillips; Brian Riordan; 

Jean Storey; Nancy Thompson; Elsa 

Sorensen; Margaret Wheatley;  Bill 

Whittle; David Windsor; Bob  Woods;                         

In love and charity please 

remember especially the recently 

departed, Michael Green that God 

may grant him a place of refresh-

ment, light and peace.                                                 

Pray, too, for, Selina Pearl                 

Johnston, Audrey Myrtle McBurney, 

Norman Edwin Stapleton, Marjorie  

Ellen Allen, Lynton Thomas Bond, Roy 

Cyril Romer, William John McMillan, 

Bernard White and for any others 

whose year’s mind falls around this 

time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon 

them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on 

Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week – 

 Monday 2nd April – Saturday 7th April  

Easter Monday – Easter Saturday  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCxtLp5KXKAhVBRZQKHegDC1IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchildren-praying-clipart&psig=AFQjCNGUL5UbyufNnLz3PVawqDPldlDkyQ&ust=14527
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