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ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

 Welcome  to the Order of St John &              p.3              

Members of  St John Ambulance Australia  

 Tuesday’s recital was beautiful        p.5 

 North Coast Anglicans welcome                     p.7                                     

a new bishop      

    

Sunday 24th June 2018 –                                          
Celebrating the Feast of the                

Nativity of St John the Baptist 

Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am  –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am  –   Procession and Parish Choral  

   Eucharist 

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Tuesday 26th June at 7.30pm 

in the Rectory - Study group                           

 Tuesday 3 July at 1.15pm 

Lunchtime recital – Nakul 

Kaushik – Clarinet 

 Tuesday 10 July at 10am – 

Burwood Community Hub 

 Tuesday 17 July at 1.15pm 

Lunchtime recital – Katie 

Miller-Crispe  - Soprano 

 Wednesday 1 August 1:15pm 

Consort 8 Lunchtime concert 

at St James King St Sydney 

(countertenor, recorder 

consort and lute) 

 Sunday 19 August at 6pm              

Consort 8 at St Patrick's School 

Hall cnr Drynan St & Prospect 

Rd Summer Hill (all of us) 

 Monday 20 August at 6.30pm 

– 1 hour concert by Camerata 

Antica 

 Tuesday 18 September at 

1.15pm Lunchtime recital-              

Fr Daniel Dries - Organ;                 

Peta Dries – Violin         

 Tuesday 9 October at 

1.15pm Lunchtime Recital - 

Judith Rough –Soprano; Nicole 

Smeulders –Contralto;                 

Bransby Byrne –Accompanist      

 Saturday 8 December  at 

6pm Consort 8 at St Paul's              

Anglican Church, Burwood Rd 

Burwood  

 



Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



We warmly welcome the Members 

of the Order of St. John and the                     

Members of St. John Ambulance 

Australia with us today. 

We also welcome The Right Rever-

end Bishop Richard Hurford, OAM, 

KStJ, Sub-Prelate of the Priory of 

Australia and NSW State Chaplain.  

We would like to extend our warm-

est congratulations to Jeremy and 

Kannika Southwood on the birth of 

their beautiful son.  

May God’s blessings be upon him 

and all the family.  

In response to the Wardens’ Appeal, 

we have received another generous                         

donations of $500 towards the                      

National Trust Account and another 

generous donation of $200 towards 

the building up of the parish.  

Thanking God for the increasing 

generosity of our parishioners.  

Our warmest best wishes to all who 

celebrated a birthday during the 

month of June – we hope you had a 

great day of celebration and we 

wish you many happy returns. 

Those who celebrate a June                      

nativity include John Burns, Jim   

Foster, Christian Sullivan, Bill    

Whittle, Jenny Shearer, Gerry Hayes 

(a big 0 one, congratulations)                    

Val Fuller, June Cameron, Leonie 

Sinclair, Chris Susilo and of course 

S. John Baptist. Much happiness and 

richest blessings for the coming 

year. Thanks to Joy, there will be a 

lovely birthday cake after the                

Parish Eucharist to enjoy. 



Christening of Olivia Weekes last Sunday 17th of June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

≈ Sunday 19th August 11.45am in the Rectory – Winter Fundraiser –   

Soup/Slice                                                                                                                        

≈ Saturday 25th August – Parish Fair – all hands on deck                                              

≈ Saturday 20th October – Spring Fundraiser - High tea  

≈ Friday 26th October – Bus Trip Newcastle/Stockton (39 seater coach, 

numbers limited)                                                                                                             

≈ Sunday 25th November – Christmas Luncheon in the Parish hall 

Brian and Jeremy played with exquisite skill and musical sensitivity. It 

was a delight to hear fine musicians perform so well together. Thank you, 

Brian and Jeremy, for sharing your musical expertise with us. 

There was a very good number of people present to hear Brain and                 

Jeremy play despite the rain and cool weather.  



We wish Brian and Jeremy every 

blessing with their studies, work, 

and lives.  

The recital series at St. Paul’s has 

been, and continues to be, a great 

success. Thank you, Sheryl, for or-

ganizing such a wonderful recital 

series. 

Part of the success of the recital se-

ries are the refreshments after each 

recital. Today was no exception. 

Thank you, Jane, Di, Mary, Annette,      

Rosemary, and Caroline for all of 

your help. 

Thank you, also, to Margaret who 

does such a great job as our front of 

house staff. 

With every blessing to one and to 

all.  

– Fr James 

Programme 

1. Fantaisie - Gabriel Fauré                         

2. Rondo in D major - Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart                                               

3. Syrinx - Debussy                                             

4. Sonata in G minor - J. S. Bach                 

Allegro Adagio  Allegro                                     

5. Agrestide - Eugene Bozza 

Last Tuesday’s Lunchtime Recital 

was once again filled with the 

sounds of flautist Brian Kim.  This 

was the last time we will hear him, 

at St Paul’s, before he leaves for the 

four-year course at the Paris               

Conservatoire. His accompanist 

was the very professional and                 

experienced pianist, Jeremy So. 

As I mentioned at the end of the   

Recital, I doubt that this                             

performance would have been                

surpassed in any of the best-known 

concert halls of the world. We have 

been blessed, indeed, to have had 

the immense pleasure of listening 

to Brian over the last couple of 

years. Brian always shares his heart 

and soul through his music. Every 

piece he plays is polished,                         

communicating a deep understand-

ing of the tone colour of the flute, 

and performed with the epitome of 

musicianship. Mozart’s Rondo and 

Debussy’s ‘Syrinx’ was performed 

with lyricism, with the purest                  

tracery of sound, so poetic.  

Jeremy So is an excellent                             

accompanist. The ensemble playing 

in the Fauré, Mozart, Bach and                 

Eugene Bozza was superb.                            

Exhilarating, emotional and                       

atmospheric - these words, I                       

believe, belong to their playing. 



My thanks to you, our audience, for your continued support of Music at 

St Paul's. A large audience, on such a wet, chilly day. Please continue 

publicising our lunchtime recitals. We only have the best artists for the 

best audience!  

My thanks to Fr James, Rosemary King, Jane and Bob Woods, Mary                 

Purnell, Annette Green, Margaret Whittaker and Caroline Badra for their 

contribution to another successful recital. 

To Brian, our blessings and love for your studies in Paris! We look                       

forward to hearing you again, one day. 

Sheryl Southwood                                                                                                               

Director of Music 

 

 



 



There is a wide diversity in how 

Anglicans prefer to receive the 

bread and wine at Holy                        

Communion; some stand, others 

kneel, most receive the wafer in 

the hand, a few wish to have it put 

on the tongue. Most like to guide 

the chalice to their lips, others like 

to take it into their hands, while 

others prefer not to touch it at all. 

None of these variations really  

matter but simply reflect Anglican 

diversity.  

However, if you were to go to a                  

Eucharist in some parts of the               

Anglican Communion, especially 

in Canada, you might find                      

something like the following                 

written instruction, taken from an 

order of service in Brockville,              

Ontario.  

Communion Practice: Everyone is 

invited to join us at communion.          

For health reasons and out of                    

concern for other worshippers, we 

ask you not to dip your bread into 

the wine. If you are uncomfortable                     

receiving from the common cup 

the practice in our Diocese and in 

our parish, is to receive the bread 

only. Thank you. 

 

Judging by the number of people 

who do it, many must imagine that 

not receiving the chalice to the lips 

but dipping the wafer or bread into 

the cup (called intinction) is a more 

hygienic way of receiving the                         

sacrament. Nothing could be                

further from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the 

wine they are dipping into has             

already been in contact with the 

lips of others, with all the best               

intentions in the world, the fingers 

of those who dip often come in                  

contact with the wine. Disease can 

spread more easily through the 

hands than through the lips,                  

making this method the most               

unhygienic. In addition, the Prayer 

Book directs that all consecrated 

wine must be consumed before it 

leaves the church, meaning that 

someone, usually the chalice              

assistant or the celebrant, has to 

drink the left over wine that has 

had multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others, it is            

perhaps understandable to want to 

dip if one has sore lips or has a 

cold but, as indicated in the quote 

above, the consensus of the Church 

is that taking only the bread is fully 

participating in Communion.                     



However, although the Canadian Church might give it a go, it is most                 

un-Anglican to lay down the law, even if that were possible.               

Therefore St Paul’s will in future follow the custom of some other places 

by having an additional chalice with a small amount of wine for those 

who wish to dip. At both services this will mean a second chalice                         

following the first. Those holding the wafer will be  offered this chalice.  

Please ask for 2 tray of bread rolls and 2 trays of loaves & 1 tray of half 

loaves.  

Welcome to Margaret Orland who has volunteered to help in                         

collecting bread. 

You are all doing a fantastic job. Having bread each week is a great 

help to everyone.  

 2nd July – Kerin                                                                                                               

 9th July – Margaret                                                                                                          

 16th July – Gabriel                                                                                                            

 23rd July – Kerin                                                                                                               

 30th July – Kerin 

We meet in the Rectory every Tuesday evenings at 7.30 p.m. 

Our new book is: Woodhead, Linda, Christianity: A Very Short                         

Introduction, Oxford University Press, 2014. All are welcome and there 

is a wonderful level of engagement and respectful dialogue by those 

who attend.  

Even if you can’t make it along to the study, you could purchase a copy  

of the book and read it at your own leisure. 

We will have a break after this Tuesday’s Study and re-commence on 

Tuesday the 24th of July. 



Over the years the parish has benefitted from the generosity of             

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                  

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: "I bequeath the sum of $............  to the                   

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                  

parish."   

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or  

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044 

Account number: 742 926 

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. 

Thank you. 



List of items most needed for the 

parish pantry: 

 Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter 

chicken, Green chicken curry, 

Chicken satay, etc       

 Boxed meals                                                                                                

 Tins of corned beef, spam,                                                                                                        

ham;     

 Coffee; tea;   

 Sugar;    

 Boxes of Cereals   

 All Day Breakfast by Heinz;   

 Chunky soups – Heinz & 

Campbells;                                   

 Tinned tuna, sardines, salmon;         

 Harvest Meals in a tin                           

eg Vegetables and Sausages 

 Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant 

potato    

 Tinned corn                                                                                                     

 Sweet & savoury biscuits;                                                                                                     

 Sweet biscuits;                                                                                                              

 Long life Milk - Full cream 

 

 

 

 Up & Go – All flavours;        

 Tinned fruit                                                                      

 Rice Cream 

 Drinks – poppers 

 Pasta sauces  

For the kitchen: 

 Washing up liquid 

 Paper towels 

 Chux  

 Sponges 

For the laundry: 

 Washing powder 

Health  

 Feminine hygiene products 

 Toothpaste  

 

  

Urgently needed - 

 Sunrise meals in a box; 

 Tuna; 

 Milk; 



 The Birth of John the Baptist 

 Isaiah 49.1-6; Psalm 139.1-11 

 Acts 13.(16-21) 22-26; Luke 1.57-66, 80 

Dumb Dad and an over age Mum give birth to 

lone survivalist son; does not sound promising, 

other than God is at work here. The reading from 

Isaiah points to the idea that God is active long before we think, that is 

long before we were even capable of thought. 

Pray with thanksgiving for God’s work in your life as a youngster; for 

God’s care and nurture of you as a child. 

Pray for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong 

Kong, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the 

world. 

Text: The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo © Anglican Board of   

Mission  

Collection given at St Paul’s on                

Sunday 17th June:     

     $3081  

Other collection given:                                                                                                                                                                    

 Parish Pantry:    $60 

 Baptismal Donation:    $150  

 Building Fund:  $500 

 Wardens’ Appeal: $200 

 Total:    $3991 

Thank you for responding to 

God’s generous love.                          

“God does not give us everything we 

want, but He does fulfill His promises, 

leading us along the best and straightest 

paths to Himself.”                                                     

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945)                   

German Pastor & Theologian   



St Paul’s Anglican Church 

    205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood  

LUNCHTIME RECITALS 

2018   

1.15pm-1.45pm 

Other dates and artists TBC 

Entry by donation  

Light refreshments will follow in the Rectory 

St Paul’s Church Office: Ph.: 9747 4327 /                                                                     

Email: office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

National Trust (2017) award winner for conservation interiors, recreating the                      

ceiling interior to Edmund Blacket's original design in keeping with Australian                   

colonial  neo-gothic architectural intent. 

Tuesday 3 July  

Nakul Kaushik -  Clarinet 

Tuesday 17 July  

Katie Miller-Crispe  -  Soprano 

Tuesday 18 September  

Fr Daniel Dries  - Organ 

Peta Dries – Violin  

Tuesday 9 October  

Judith Rough - Soprano, Nicole Smeulders  -  Contralto 

Bransby Byrne - Accompanist 





A one-hour recital program featuring the unlikely, but highly effective 

pairing of soprano saxophone and cornetto, amongst a broken consort 

of viol, harpsichord and voice. The program features guest artist             

Christina Leonard on Soprano Saxophone. As well as highlighting the 

beautiful sounds of these two instruments playing early Italian                     

instrumental duets, this program also includes two new compositions 

by Australian composers Alice Chance and Elena Kats-Chernin,                  

commissioned in 2015 by Camerata Antica. Recordings of these new 

works are available on request. This program is delivered in a                       

semi-informal manner, with program notes spoken rather than printed. 

This program was first performed in Sydney in 2015.  

Repertoire includes: 

Sonata Duodecima 'La Strozza' by Cazzatti 

Weep You No More Sad Fountains by J Dowland 

Black Tie by Elena Kats-Chernin 

Ode on Melancholy by Keats (text) & A Chance (music) 

Musicians 

Anna Sandström – Soprano, Matthew Manchester - Cornetto 

Christina Leonard  - Soprano Saxophone, Laura Moore - Viola da               

Gamba 

Anthony Hamad – Harpsichord 

www.camerataantica.comss 

 

  

 



 

Thank you to everyone who is dropping their loose change in the box at 

the back to help fund new linen for our sanctuaries. 

Already some money has gone towards the new red burse and veil we 

used at Pentecost and we now have almost enough to purchase our first 

new altar cloth for the high altar.  

As our altar is narrower than some, the maker will be able to cut two 

cloths from the one length of fabric thus reducing our costs for a second 

cloth. 

With everyone’s help, our altars will be looking wonderful by Christmas 

and if we keep up the practice of throwing in our coins we may in time be 

able to carry out repairs on our wonderful frontals.  

John Dickson is Founding Scholar of the Centre for Public                       

Christianity, and visiting lecturer in the Department of Hebrew,    

Biblical and Jewish Studies at the University of Sydney. 

When Sir Edmund Hillary conquered Mount Everest with Tenzin Norgay 

in 1953, he reportedly took with him a symbol of his achievement. It                          

remains buried somewhere up there at the top of the world. A small                

crucifix. 

I don't know why. As far as I know, Hillary wasn't an overtly religious man. 

Perhaps it was a token of his own humility, trying to honour a "higher 

power" at the moment of his greatest triumph. Then again, maybe it was 

just the one token of Western civilization small enough to squeeze into 

his pack. 

 



Whatever Sir Ed was thinking, I have often thought that his choice of 

symbol provides an insight into the curious influence of Jesus of                   

Nazareth on our culture. 

In antiquity, the cross was an instrument of Rome's brutalizing power to 

humiliate. Now it stands as a symbol of true greatness. Whereas the an-

cients draw a straight line between greatness and honour, the West 

draws a line between greatness and humility. 

It is well known that "humility" (humilitas in Latin; tapeinos in Greek) 

was not a virtue in Graeco-Roman ethics. In fact, the word meant             

something like "crushed" or "debased." It was associated with failure 

and shame. The eminent Roman historian Edwin Judge recently put it 

this way: 

"Humility in Greek and Roman ethics would be a degrading thing. To put 

yourself down to a level that you were not born to, or that your standing 

in life did not require you to be in, was disgraceful and debasing. There 

was no virtue in it at all." 

In the 147 pithy maxims of the Delphic Canon from the sixth century BC, 

considered by ancient Greeks to be the sum and substance of the ethi-

cal life, there is no mention of the theme of, let alone the word, 

"humility" (whereas today it would be difficult to list ten virtues without 

including humility). In its place was philotimia, "the love of honour."                  

Aristotle had insisted that "honour" and "reputation" are among the 

pleasantest things one could contemplate and attain for oneself. The 

logic was compelling. If one had achieved great things, it was only right 

and proper that full recognition be given: achievement deserves public 

praise. 

Humility before the gods, of course, was appropriate, primarily because 

they could kill you. Humility was advisable before the emperors for the 

same reason. But humility before an equal or a lesser was morally                  

suspect. It upset the assumed equation: merit demanded honour, thus 

honour was the proof of merit. Avoiding honour implied a diminishment 

of merit. It was shameful. 



None of this is to say that people could not be honourable and modest 

in the ancient world. Sometimes we hear stories of great people who 

gladly gave up power. Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus, for example, was a 

fifth century BC Roman aristocrat who, during a civil emergency, was 

"called from the plough" to become dictator of Rome in 458 BC. He 

promptly assembled an army, defeated the rival Aequi tribe and then 

happily returned to his farm to resume normal life. 

Quinctius was an example in Roman tradition of two highly prized                 

ideals: austerity, the shunning of luxury and willingness to live a                   

disciplined life; and modesty, the opposite of hubris. The Romans               

distinguished between modestia and humilitas. The former was a                

dignified restraint, the latter a shameful lowering. You can be sure old 

Quinctius was never described as possessing humilitas. He, like other 

Greeks and Romans, prized honour above virtually everything else. 

It was in this context that ancient Greeks and Romans thought nothing 

of praising themselves in public or, better still, getting others to praise 

them. No one appreciated crass boasting or boasting that put others 

down - hubris or arrogance. Nor was self-love advisable, as the Greek 

myth of Narcissus reminds us. But taking hold of the honour due to your 

merit was perfectly acceptable. It was taken for granted that those with 

merit would seek the honour due to them. This was philotimia. 

Perhaps the most famous ancient expression of love-of-honour is the 

Res Gestae Divi Augusti, or The Achievements of the Divine Augustus, 

written by the emperor Augustus himself (63 BC - AD 14) and, by his  

order, inscribed on bronze tablets to be set up in front of his                            

mausoleum. Copies were distributed throughout the empire. It is one of 

the most important sources from ancient times, providing not only a  

catalogue of the emperor's activities (which we can check against other 

texts and archaeological remains), but also a rare glimpse into a              

mind-set that valued public honour above virtually everything else. 

When you remember that this account (just 2,500 words in the original 

Latin) was penned by the emperor himself in the first person, you               



realize how little cringe there was in the period over self-congratulation 

and how different the ancient and modern worlds are in this respect. 

The emperor takes us through his thirty five key areas of accomplish-

ment topic by topic - military victories, public awards, gifts to the city at 

his own expense, building projects, civic games and so on - making sure 

we know full well of the "honour that up to the present day has been           

decreed to no one besides myself" and which had "been given me by 

the senate and people of Rome on account of my courage, clemency,       

justice and piety." It would be hard to imagine a modern public figure 

getting away with such naked self-aggrandizement. 

Self-congratulation was not just a special interest of emperors. Ordinary 

citizens of limited significance felt at liberty to parade their best                 

accomplishments before others. Take the famous autobiography of               

Josephus, a military commander, turncoat and chronicler of the Jewish 

people, who fortuitously predicted the ascension of Vespasian (from 

general to emperor) and then lived out his years in Rome under imperial 

patronage. The opening words of the book (an auto-biography) will 

strike modern readers as bizarre, but they would not have raised an  

eyebrow in first-century Roman circles: 

"My family is not an ignoble one, tracing its descent far back to priestly 

ancestors. Different races base their claim to nobility on various 

grounds; with us a connection with the priesthood is the hallmark of an 

illustrious line. Not only, however, were my ancestors priests, but they 

belong to the first of the twenty-four courses - a peculiar distinction - 

and to the most eminent of its constituent clans. Brought up with                       

Matthias, my own brother by both parents, I made great progress in my 

education, gaining a reputation for an excellent memory and                             

understanding. While still a mere boy, about fourteen years old, I won 

universal applause for my love of literature; insomuch that the chief 

priests and the leading men of the city used constantly to come to me for 

precise information on some particular in our ordinances." 

 



Josephus goes on, but you get the idea. These days, we would be horri-

fied if someone, however great, opened their autobiography with such 

obvious self-flattery. But this was perfectly normal in antiquity. As long as 

these things were true - which they probably were in the case of Josephus 

- the merit warranted the praise, even if it was self-praise. 

In these paragraphs, as in the Res Gestae, we catch a glimpse of one of 

the profound cultural differences between ancient Mediterranean society 

and the modern Western world. And the difference came about not 

through a slow evolution of ethical reflection, but through a kind of humil-

ity revolution. 

The Judeo-Christian Revolution 

How did our culture move from being one that prized public honour and 

despised lowering yourself before an equal (let alone a lesser) to one 

that despises self-aggrandizement and prizes lowering yourself for                 

others. Whence humility? 

The answer begins in ancient Israel. In the later biblical period, as Israel 

struggled under the threat of foreign and local domination, the prophets 

began to speak of the Almighty's special concern for the crushed and    

humiliated. The word used of such people is the "humble" or (more                   

correctly) the "humbled." Here, the typically negative meaning of the 

term - to be put low - is used positively in the way we might talk about 

"the oppressed." Negative words are employed sympathetically. This may 

well have been the first step in the journey toward "humility," as we               

understand it. (The famous description of Moses as "the most humble 

man on earth" almost certainly refers to God-ward humility, or "piety," 

not the social ethic of humility). 

Perhaps reflecting on the Maker's soft spot for the downtrodden, one text 

from the second century BC urges humility toward both the great and the 

lowly. The Jerusalem sage Yeshua Ben Sira told his students: "Humble 

your head before the great. Incline your ear to the poor and return their 

greeting in humility." The first line is to be expected: everyone knew you 

should be lowly before the great. The final expression is striking and 



could be the first attempt in history to use the word "humility" to de-

scribe how ordinary people should treat equals (or, in this case, a social 

inferior). 

There is some indication that ancient people found this a weird concept. 

When Ben Sira's original Hebrew text was translated into Greek around 

132 BC, the translator (Ben Sira's grandson) changed the word "humility" 

in this passage to "gentleness," a much more acceptable term for 

Greeks. He was happy to say, "Humble your head before the great" - 

everyone thought that was smart - but not "return the poor's greeting in 

humility." Whatever Ben Sira originally meant by a "humble greeting," 

his grandson thought it best to soften the meaning. 

We are still some distance, then, from the "humility revolution" that oc-

curred less than two hundred years later. And it would be another Jewish 

teacher who sounded the call. The hints we find in pre-Christian Medi-

terranean literature about the need for a little humility come to full flow-

ering in the writings that would shape Western civilization - the New 

Testament. 

Perhaps surprisingly, explicit teaching about humility does not feature 

strongly in the record of Jesus's sayings. Of course, we get humble-

sounding statements like, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven," "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth," "Love your enemies" and the famous, "If someone strikes you on 

the right cheek, turn to him the other also." On another occasion, Jesus 

seems to have delighted in turning upside-down ancient notions of 

greatness and servitude: 

"Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man 

did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many." 

Here, Jesus as good as says that true greatness consists in self-sacrifice - 

his impending martyrdom being the prime example. 

 



Interestingly, what probably established humility as a virtue in Western 

culture was not Jesus's persona exactly, or even his teaching, but rather 

his execution - or, more correctly, his followers' attempt to come to grips 

with his execution. Unfortunately, two thousand years of religious art,             

architecture and Christian kitsch have domesticated the image of a 

cross, stripping it of its historical shock and awe. 

Crucifixion was the ancient world's summum supplicium ("ultimate  

punishment"). It was reserved for political rebels and slaves. Of the 

three official methods of capital punishment - crucifixion, decapitation 

and burning alive - crucifixion was regarded as the most shameful and 

most brutal. Victims were usually scourged with a leather strap embed-

ded with metal and pottery, stripped naked, led out to a public place 

and nailed (or tied) to a large wooden beam, where they could expect 

to endure hours, sometimes days, of excruciating pain and eventual              

asphyxiation. 

This is the death that the followers of Jesus saw their master face. The 

greatest man they had ever known was brought down to the lowest 

place the Roman world could envisage: death by crucifixion. 

Jesus's death has, of course, been the subject of enormous theological 

reflection, the most important being the affirmation that he died as an 

atoning sacrifice for the salvation of the world. But this is not my con-

cern here. More important for this discussion is the way the first follow-

ers of Jesus began to rethink the entire honour-shame paradigm in 

which they had been raised. 

Ancient Mediterranean cultures pursued honour and avoided shame at 

all costs. Honour was proof of merit, shame the proof of worthlessness. 

But what does this say about the crucified Jesus? That was the question 

confronting the early Christians. Logically, they had just two options.               

Either Jesus was not as great as they had first thought, his crucifixion  

being evidence of his insignificance, or the notion of "greatness" itself 

had to be redefined to fit with the fact of his seemingly shameful end. 

 



Opponents of early Christianity happily accepted the first option. The 

crucifixion was incontrovertible evidence that Jesus was a pretender to 

greatness: hence St. Paul's famous statement that the cross was 

"foolishness to the Greeks." Christians took the other option. For them 

the crucifixion was not evidence of Jesus's humiliation (humilitas) but 

proof that greatness can express itself in humility (humilitas), the noble 

choice to lower yourself for the sake of others. 

We can date this innovation in ethical reasoning precisely to the middle 

of the first century in a letter written by the apostle Paul to the Chris-

tians in the Roman colony of Philippi in northern Greece. Paul urges his 

readers to live in humility, choosing to think of others as better than 

themselves. He then drives the point home by quoting a hymn, presum-

ably one known and sung in Philippi, that speaks of Jesus's humilitas on 

the cross: 

"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility                

consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only 

to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude 

should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in very nature God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to death - 

even death on a cross!" 

These few words are the subject of quite literally hundreds of scholarly 

books and articles. Of most interest to biblical historians is the clear  



reference to Jesus as "in very nature God." Somehow the first followers 

of Jesus went from thinking of him as a teacher and prophet to singing 

hymns to him as God incarnate. And this happened in just three dec-

ades - within living memory of Jesus. But just as astonishing as the early 

description of Jesus as "God" is the fact that these first Christians could 

in the same breath say (or sing) "God" and "cross." The idea that any 

great individual, let alone one "in very nature God," could be associat-

ed with a shameful Roman crucifixion is simply bizarre. 

Contemporary Christians may find the thought easy enough, but that's 

only because of two thousand years reflection on this narrative. Western 

history is now utterly "cruciform" - shaped by the event of Jesus's cruci-

fixion. What we read in the above text is evidence of nothing less than a 

humility revolution. Honour and shame are turned on their heads. The 

highly honoured Jesus lowered himself to a shameful cross and, yet, in 

so doing became an object not of scorn but of worship and emulation: 

"In humility consider others better than yourselves ... Your attitude 

should be the same as that of Christ." 

Honour has been redefined, greatness recast. If the greatest man we 

have ever known chose to forgo his status for the good of others, rea-

soned the early Christians, greatness must consist in humble service. 

The shameful place is now a place of honour, the low point is the high 

point. Now it makes sense to take a crucifix to the top of Mount Everest! 

Within decades of Paul's letter to the Philippians Christians were regu-

larly emphasizing "humility" as a central characteristic of the ethical 

life. The New Testament provides evidence of this, but to offer an exam-

ple from just a few decades after the biblical period, a letter from a Ro-

man church official named Clement (AD 96) to the Christians in Corinth 

says: "You are all humble-minded, not boastful, yielding rather than 

domineering, happily giving rather than receiving." By now humility is 

firmly established as a virtue, something that was quite unthinkable 

within Graeco-Roman ethics in the centuries before. 

 



I am not suggesting that Christians have a monopoly on humility.                    

Everyone knows that believers and unbelievers alike are capable of 

spectacular arrogance and wonderful humility. Sadly, although the 

Judeo-Christian framework is responsible for the Western world's                         

fondness for this virtue, the church itself has been guilty of hubris and 

bigotry at many points in its history. Mea culpa. 

My point is not that Christians alone can be humble; rather, as a plain 

historical statement, humility came to be valued in Western culture as a 

consequence of Christianity's dismantling of the all-pervasive honour-

shame paradigm of the ancient world. 

Today, it doesn't matter what your religious views are - Christian,                 

atheist, Jedi Knight - if you were raised in the West, you are likely to 

think that honour-seeking is morally questionable and lowering                   

yourself for the good of others is ethically beautiful. That is the                            

influence of a story whose impact can be felt regardless of whether its 

details are believed - a story about greatness that willingly went to a 

cross. Our culture remains cruciform long after it stopped being   

Christian. 

 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks is a global religious leader, philosopher 

and prolific author. His most recent book is Not in God's Name:  

Confronting Religious Violence. 

How virtues change. Moses, the greatest hero of Jewish tradition, is de-

scribed by the Bible as "a very humble man, more humble than anyone 

else on the face of the earth." 

By today's standards he was clearly wrongly advised. He should have 

hired an agent, sharpened up his image, let slip some calculated indis-

cretions about his conversations with the Almighty and sold his story to 

the press for a six-figure sum. 



With any luck, he might have landed up with his own television chat 

show, dispensing wisdom to those willing to bare their soul to the 

watching millions. He would have had his fifteen minutes of fame. In-

stead, he had to settle for the lesser consolation of three thousand years 

of moral influence. 

Humility is the orphaned virtue of our age. Charles Dickens dealt it a 

mortal blow in his portrayal of the unctuous Uriah Heep, the man who 

kept saying, "I am the 'umblest person going." Its demise, though, came 

a century later with the threatening anonymity of mass culture along-

side the loss of neighbourhoods and congregations. A community is a 

place of friends. Urban society is a landscape of strangers. 

Yet there is an irrepressible human urge for recognition. So a culture 

emerged out of the various ways of "making a statement" to people we 

do not know, but who, we hope, will somehow notice. Beliefs ceased to 

be things confessed in prayer and became slogans emblazoned on t-

shirts. A comprehensive repertoire developed of signalling individuali-

ty, from personalized number-plates, to in-your-face dressing, to de-

signer labels worn on the outside, not within. You can trace an entire 

cultural transformation in the shift from renown to fame to celebrity to 

being famous for being famous. The creed of our age is, "If you've got it, 

flaunt it." Humility, being humble, did not stand a chance. 

This is a shame. Humility - true humility - is one of the most expansive 

and life-enhancing of all virtues. It does not mean undervaluing your-

self. It means valuing other people. It signals a certain openness to life's 

grandeur and the willingness to be surprised, uplifted, by goodness 

wherever one finds it. 

I learned the meaning of humility from my late father. He had come 

over to the UK at the age of five, fleeing persecution in Poland. His fami-

ly was poor and he had to leave school at the age of fourteen to support 

them. What education he had was largely self-taught. Yet he loved ex-

cellence, in whatever field or form it came. He had a passion for classi-

cal music and painting, and his taste in literature was impeccable, far 

better than mine. He was an enthusiast. He had - and this was what I so 



cherished in him - the capacity to admire. That, I think, is what the greater 

part of humility is, the capacity to be open to something greater than 

oneself. False humility is the pretence that one is small. True humility is 

the consciousness of standing in the presence of greatness, which is why 

it is the virtue of prophets, those who feel most vividly the nearness of               

G d. 

As a young man, full of questions about faith, I travelled to the United 

States where, I had heard, there were outstanding rabbis. I met many, but 

I also had the privilege of meeting the greatest Jewish leader of my gen-

eration, the late Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneer-

son. Heir to the dynastic leadership of a relatively small group of Jewish 

mystics, he had escaped from Europe to New York during the Second 

World War and had turned the tattered remnants of his flock into a world-

wide movement. Wherever I travelled, I heard tales of his extraordinary 

leadership, many verging on the miraculous. He was, I was told, one of 

the outstanding charismatic leaders of our time. I resolved to meet him if 

I could. 

I did, and was utterly surprised. He was certainly not charismatic in any 

conventional sense. Quiet, self-effacing, understated, one might hardly 

have noticed him had it not been for the reverence in which he was held 

by his disciples. That meeting, though, changed my life. He was a world-

famous figure. I was an anonymous student from three thousand miles 

away. Yet in his presence I seemed to be the most important person in the 

world. He asked me about myself; he listened carefully; he challenged 

me to become a leader, something I had never contemplated before. 

Quickly it became clear to me that he believed in me more than I be-

lieved in myself. 

As I left the room, it occurred to me that it had been full of my presence 

and his absence. Perhaps that is what listening is, considered as a reli-

gious act. I then knew that greatness is measured by what we efface our-

selves towards. There was no grandeur in his manner; neither was there 

any false modesty. He was serene, dignified, majestic; a man of   



transcending humility who gathered you into his embrace and taught 

you to look up. 

True virtue never needs to advertise itself. That is why I find the aggres-

sive packaging of personality so sad. It speaks of loneliness, the pro-

found, endemic loneliness of a world without relationships of fidelity 

and trust. It testifies ultimately to a loss of faith - a loss of that knowledge, 

so precious to previous generations, that beyond the visible surfaces of 

this world is a Presence who knows us, loves us, and takes notice of our 

deeds. What else, secure in that knowledge, could we need? 

Time and again, when conducting a funeral or visiting mourners,                    

I discover that the deceased had led a life of generosity and kindness  

unknown to even close relatives. I came to the conclusion - one I never 

dreamed of before I was given this window into private worlds - that the 

vast majority of saintly or generous acts are done quietly with no desire 

for public recognition. That is humility, and what a glorious revelation it 

is of the human spirit. 

Humility, then, is more than just a virtue: it is a form of perception, a lan-

guage in which the "I" is silent so that I can hear the "Thou" - the                       

unspoken call beneath human speech, the Divine whisper within all that 

moves, the voice of otherness that calls me to redeem its loneliness with 

the touch of love. Humility is what opens us to the world. 

And does it matter that it no longer fits the confines of our age? The truth 

is that moral beauty, like music, always moves those who can hear be-

neath the noise. Virtues may be out of fashion, but they are never out of 

date. The things that call attention to themselves are never interesting 

for long, which is why our attention span grows shorter by the year.                

Humility - the polar opposite of "advertisements for myself" - never fails 

to leave its afterglow. We know when we have been in the presence of 

someone in whom the Divine presence breathes. We feel affirmed,                    

enlarged, and with good reason. For we have met someone who, not                         

taking himself or herself seriously at all, has shown us what it is to take 

with utmost seriousness that which is not I. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of 

Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional 

Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests, 

deacons and Religious of the Anglican 

Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we  

are asked to pray for The Church of 

The Church of Nigeria, for its Bishop,  

The Most Revd Nicholas Okoh and for 

all his  clergy and people.   

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person 

with us. May both our parishes be 

blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love  

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help them 

to understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with  



your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

always and forever. Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from 

death to life, from falsehood to truth; 

lead me from despair to hope, from 

fear to trust; lead me from hate to 

love, from war to peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, 

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those                       

troubled countries. May God bring 

peace to all.  

Pray for the sick and their 

carers: Andrew; Joyce Bannister;  

Margaret Baseley; Barry Brandy; 

John Burns; June Cameron; Scott 

Cameron; Rodney Chesham; Hilary 

Davies; Vicky Dodman; Dave Ernst; 

Fahim; Florence; Paul Gibson;              

Caroline Huet; Matthew; Margaret 

Hayes; Heather; Bruce Hellyer;               

Jan Morgan; Y Nhan;  Nicola; Erene 

O’Connor; Alister & Sally Palmer; 

Paul Phillips; Robert; Jean Storey; 

Nancy Thompson; Elsa Sorensen; 

Reg Vine; Margaret Wheatley;  Bill 

Whittle; David Windsor; Bob 

Woods;                         

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed  

especially Jean Fuller, Geoffrey 

Browne & Fr Carl Feldman that God 

may grant them a place of                               

refreshment, light and peace.                                                 

Pray, too, for, Rev Dr Christopher 

Newell, Fr John Maxwell Kohler & 

Brenda Phillips and for any others 

whose year’s mind falls around this 

time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon 

them!  

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on 

Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week – 

 Sunday 24 June  – The Birth of John the Baptist 

 Wednesday 27 June – Cyril of Alexandria, bishop and teacher    

                    (d.444) 

 Thursday 28 June – Irenaeus of Lyons, Bishop and teacher (d.c.200) 

 Friday 29 June –  Peter and Paul, Apostles and Martyrs  
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