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ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

 St Simon And St Jude, Apostles And Martyrs    p.3 

 Lower North Shore Bus Trip      p.4-8 

  Thank yous        p.10 

 Abused clergy wife's message to the church:  p.23-28                   

I'm still struggling to survive – By Anonymous                        

 Sunday 28th October 2018 –                            
Feast of S. Simon and S. Jude, 

Apostles and Martyrs 

      Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am  –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am  –  Procession and Festival Parish Eucharist 

 2.30pm – Organ Recital David Reccia Chynoweth 

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Friday 2nd November at 

7pm – All Souls Sung           

Requiem Eucharist  

 Saturday 3rd November at 

1pm-4pm- Shop at Blue         

Illusion at Burwood Westfield 

 Sunday 4th November at 

8am &9.30am Services - 

Festival   of all Saints  

 Tuesday 13th November -      

Community Hub in the large 

hall  

 Friday 16th November at 

7pm - Thanksgiving Dinner 

 Sunday 18th November at 

11.45pm - Blacket House 

Meeting in the Large Hall 

 Sunday 18th November at 

3pm - Choral Evensong 

 Tuesday 20th November 

2018 at 1.15pm Lunchtime                    

Recital –  Clarinet Recital - 

Ben Curry Hyde 

 Saturday 24th November at 

7pm  - David Carreon -           

Violin Recital  

 Sunday 25th November -                   

Christmas Luncheon in the 

Parish Hall 

 Tuesday 4th December at 

1.15pm Lunchtime Recital - 

The Cumberland String             

Quartet  

 Saturday 8th December at 

6pm Consort 8 at St Paul's 

Anglican Church 



Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



TODAY is the Feast Day of S. Simon 

and S. Jude, apostles and martyrs 

and we will honour them in our  

services. 

A tradition attests that the two 

Apostles went to evangelize Arme-

nia and Persia, and that they suf-

fered martyrdom in the city of Sua-

nir in the year 47. 

St. Simon was also called the Zealot, 

probably because he had been a 

member of the nationalist party of 

Zealots who refused to recognize 

any foreign power over Palestine.  

The mother of St. Jude also called 

Thaddeus was Mary of Cleophas,                       

a sister-in-law of the Blessed Virgin, 

who with the Virgin Mary stood by 

the Cross of Jesus on Calvary. His 

father was Cleophas [Clopas or          

Alpheo in Aramaic], a brother of            

St. Joseph. Therefore, he was the le-

gal cousin of Jesus. Jude was one of 

those that his fellow countrymen 

called a “brother” of the Son of the 

Carpenter, because it was a custom 

among the Jews at that time to call 

cousins brothers. He wrote an                

epistle to  combat the Gnostic  

heresy, which was just beginning to 

appear. (Not all would Agree he 

was the author of the Letter that 

bears his name).  

In 1605, the relics of the two                  

Apostles were transported to the 

Vatican Basilica and placed in a 

crypt under the Altar of the                     

Crucifixion. Tradition tells us this 

was the site where the cross of                 

St. Peter once stood. St. Semin’s                

Basilica in Toulouse, France, also 

has some of their relics. 

S. Jude is often called the Patron 

saint of lost causes.  



to be put     

before the Rector and Congregations of St Paul’s Church at a meeting to 

be held in the Church Hall on 18th of November 2018 at 11.45am.  

The bus trip last Friday, 19th October 2018 to Lavender Bay and North 

Sydney was an outstanding success. The weather was awesome, the                

harbour views breath- taking and the smaller intimate group took                          

advantage of these. We had 19 happy travellers who visited the Catholic 

and Anglican churches in Lavender Bay, St Thomas’ North Sydney, Mary 

McKillop museum and chapel and St Peter’s Presbyterian Church. 

St Francis Xavier Catholic Church at Lavender Bay had the most                    

exquisite 100 year old wooden Stations of the Cross carved by Joseph 

Dettinger of Freiberg-in-Breissgau in Germany around the walls of the 

church. The original part of the church was constructed between 1879-

1888 and expanded in the 1970’s. The extension doubled the size of the 

church and has the most artistic  stained glass window, executed by Ste-

phen Moore, covering the north wall. The beautiful rose window in the 

west wall had cherubs to the same design as the ones in St Paul’s north 

rose window. 

The nearby Christ Church Lavender Bay is set high on a hill overlooking 

the harbour Bridge and the Bay.  It was dedicated in 1872 and has a  

sloping floor giving better visibility for the parishioners over the ladies 

in their finery and high hats. The font was designed by Sydney artist  

Conrad Martens. We had morning tea here on a splendid situated area 

outside the church where we could enjoy the magnificent view. The              

rectory next door, although not built for this  purpose in the 1870’s would 

be a place most sought after by any  Rector. 

St Thomas’ North Sydney was our next stop. This Cathedral sized church 

designed by Conrad Martens and extended to the design of Cyril  

Blacket is a masterpiece. 



The stonework is currently being restored at great cost but the change is 

worth all the effort.  We had our well liked paper bag lunch in one of their 

halls. 

A tour of Mary McKillop Museum & Chapel was next on the agenda.  Our 

very knowledgeable guide led us through the exhibition and there was 

nothing she couldn’t answer and her humour added to the enjoyment.   

St Peter’s Presbyterian Church was our last port of call. It is situated on a 

busy intersection of North Sydney and is also the home of the Sydney 

Welsh Choir. It is where the Presbyterian Church in Sydney conducted 

the first services. Unfortunately there was a wedding on when we were 

there but were able to see the workmanship of the era and the beautiful 

stained-glass windows.  

This trip was very informative in many ways and the beauty of the area 

made it even more unique. Despite the small numbers we still made a 

small profit. 

Waiting for the bus  



Father James and 

Rector of Christ 

Church Lavender Bay 

Inside St Francis                

Xavier showing the 

windows 

Inside St   

Francis Xavier 

showing the 

windows 



 
Inside Christ Church 

Lavender Bay 

Morning tea at                        

Lavender Bay 

Morning tea at                    

Lavender Bay 



Morning tea at 

Lavender Bay 

Mary McKillop 

memorial on 

Friday   

Donation of magazines                         

for PARISH PANTRY                               

would be much                            

appreciated. 

Thank you.  



The last Hub for the year will be Tuesday 13th November. 

Our Annual Thanksgiving dinner will be held at the Rectory on                  

Friday the 16th of November beginning at 7pm. All are welcome.  

Fr Michael Deasey will be directing the Mater Chorale at the                  

Ecumenical Choral Evensong at 3.00 p.m. on Sunday 18th of               

November in the Church.  



Thank you to the generous                   

parishioners who are giving to             

replace our linen. 

Thank you to David Priest for              

re-furbishing the pews in the hall 

(that were in pieces under the 

stage)  

Thank you to the parishioners who 

give food including fresh fruit and 

vegetables to the parish pantry 

and to those who collect the bread 

for the parish pantry.  

Thank you to Mark for mowing the 

lawn this week. 

Dear All,  

Having an amazing time here in the 

UK and have been blessed with 

beautiful weather, until today  

when the max was 9 degrees. The 

week in Matlock was superb and 

all that I had arranged for my  

birthday celebrations went very 

well.  

Came on to the Hereford on                

Thursday. A friend who I met at 

RSCM in York 5 years ago showed 

us around.  Went to Evensong in the 

Cathedral which was brilliant.  

Last night I ended up singing at a 

Village Harvest Festival Service - 

very Vicar of Dibley! Looking                          

forward to hearing Wells Cathedral 

Choir tomorrow.                                        

Love to all,                                                      

Margaret  

We pray for students and teachers 

returning to school this week. We            

especially pray for those preparing 

for the Higher School Certificate or 

the International Baccalaureate            

examinations. Guide their studies 

and  enable them to demonstrate 

their understanding confidently.  

We pray also for their families as 

they support their children to keep                        

these exams in perspective. Lord, 

help us to seek you above all else 

that is important in our lives. 

The new sets of Offertory                   

Envelopes for the next 12 months 

are now  available.  

Collect your set from the back of 

the Church as you leave.  

 The new Envelopes come in to use 

as from Sunday, 4 November –                 

The Festival of All Saints.  



Please do not use the new envelopes before the  start date.  

Michael O’Brien was born in 1964 in Taree, New South Wales.               

Following school in Maitland, Michael went to Newcastle University and 

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts. He studied further for the priesthood 

at St John’s College, Morpeth. While at College he married Kerryn.                

Michael was  ordained deacon and priest in 1989 and served in the  

parishes of  Cessnock and Bateau Bay in Newcastle Diocese. After             

serving his curacies he was appointed Rector of the Parish of                  

Coopernook in 1994. Michael was next appointed Vicar of St John’s           

Tamworth in 1997 in the Diocese of Armidale. While there he went on a 

parish exchange to England and lived with his family on a                         

Manchester housing estate. On return to Australia he was invited to              

become the Dean of Wangaratta Cathedral in 2003 until he resigned in 

2014. During this time he had been an Army Reserve chaplain at               

Bandiana. He joined the Army full time as a Chaplain and has served at 

Puckapunyal and now Holsworthy Army bases.  

Michael and Kerryn have two adult children. Michael has heard much 

about St Paul’s Burwood over the years and is looking forward to being 

with us for the observance of the 100th Anniversary of the                         

Armistice.  

Armistice Day, 11th November this year falls on a Sunday and is also the 

centenary of the occasion. The bells throughout the world will ring out 

half muffled on this day at 11am. The ringers at St Paul’s will join in and 

ring the bells to a quarter peal half muffled which will start just before 

11am.                                                                                                                          

‘Ringing Remembers’ is an International Campaign to recruit 1400              

ringers as an act of remembrance of the 1400 ringers who lost their lives 

in World War 1.  This has already been achieved and the target                           

surpassed with over 2000 people having signed up to learn to ring. It  

also includes Australia & New Zealand, one of these ringers has been 

taught at St Paul’s. 



Please ask for 2 

trays of bread rolls 

and 2 trays of loaves & 1tray of  

half loaves & 1 tray of mixed. 

You are all doing a fantastic job. 

Having bread each week is a great 

help to everyone.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

≈ 29th October – Antonia                                                                                       

≈ 5th November – Kerin                                                                                         

≈ 12th November – Gabriel                                                                                  

≈ 19th November – Margaret                                                                                   

≈ 26th November – Antonia  

The study will re-commence on 

Tuesday the 31st of October at 

7.30 p.m. On this  evening we will 

watch the movie All Saints which is 

an excellent movie based on a            

real story about how a group of 

Karen refugees helped an                     

Anglican Parish in Tennessee to 

find hope and real community and 

to save the Parish from closure. 

On Tuesday the 6th of November              

at 7.30 p.m. we will watch the                 

extras from the movie and discuss 

the movie and how it relates to our  

situation. 

Everyone is welcome to the            

Rectory to watch and discuss this 

excellent movie (which doesn’t 

have a contrived ending and isn’t 

in any way schmaltzy) over these 

two evenings and then our regular    

studies will continue on Tuesday 

the 13th of  November at 7.30p.m. 

We are collecting: peak caps,  

shorts and T shirts - in good                  

condition new thongs - men's sizes 

9 - 12 / women's sizes 7 - 10,             

Men’s Belt 

We do NOT need any children’s 

clothes or thongs. 

Can you help? 

The next Life Jacket run will be 

Wednesday 12th December.  

Many thanks                                                                                                      

Rosemary and Kristen 

If you have any 

used stamps then 

please bring 

them to Church with you and 

leave them in the box at the back 

of the Church as these earn   mon-

ey for the work of the  Anglican 

Board of Mission –  Australia.  

Leave at least a 2cm border 

around stamps. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-hIDxk8bdAhWZBIgKHad2BToQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fwallpaper-3504196&psig=AOvVaw0qmFAFJMYNfF4I7dJaHwDT&ust=1537415067911390


St Paul’s Anglican Church 

    205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood  

LUNCHTIME RECITALS 

2018   

National Trust (2017) award winner for conservation interiors, recreating                                       

the ceiling interior to Edmund Blacket's original design in keeping with                

Australian colonial neo-gothic architectural intent. 
 

1.15pm-1.45pm 

Other dates and artists TBC 

Entry by donation  

 

 

Light refreshments will follow in the Rectory 

St Paul’s Church Office: Ph.: 9747 4327 /                                                                     

Email: office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

Tuesday 20 November   

Ben Curry Hyde – Clarinet  

Tuesday 4 December  

The Cumberland String Quartet  

Sunday 28 October at 2.30pm 

Organ recital 

David Reccia Chynoweth 

Saturday 24 November at 7.00pm  

David Carreon - Violin Recital 

to celebrate his six years at Trinity Grammar School as a Music Scholar 



St. Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood  

Sunday October 28
th
 2018  2:30 

pm  

 

Organist 

 

David Reccia Chynoweth  

playing the Davidson and 

Walcker Organs 
including works by Lully, J S Bach, Buxtehude 

and Brahms 

 

David is grandson of the late Bishop Neville 

Chynoweth. He is a Graduate of the University 

of Music and Performing Arts, Vienna (Austria) 

and of the Conservatorium of Music, Frosinone 

(Italy) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL SOULS’ DAY - Friday 2nd November  

All are invited to the 

SUNG REQUIEM EUCHARIST AT 

7.00 pm in the Parish Church 

All names in the Parish Chantry Book will be remembered                                   

by name at the Altar. Come and remember loved ones,                                         

family and friends. 

          (Names may be added - please phone the Office with details) 

 THE SAINTS ARE COMING NEXT WEEK! 

     CELEBRATING ALL GOD’S SAINTS 

     SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2018 

     FESTIVAL OF ALL SAINTS 

     8.00  am  SUNG EUCHARIST 

                        9.30  am  PROCESSION AND 

                                   FESTIVAL PARISH EUCHARIST 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbolism
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLtYmB6J3eAhWbV30KHd99D8IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmythologian.net%2Fceltic-cross-irish-cross-meaning-symbolism%2F&psig=AOvVaw1Lsyrj6BbfqnA0sw85WBUJ&ust=154


 





 

Thank you to everyone who is dropping their loose change in the box at 

the back to help fund new linen for our sanctuaries. 

Already some money has gone towards the new red burse and veil we 

used at Pentecost and we now have almost enough to purchase our first 

new altar cloth for the high altar.  

As our altar is narrower than some, the maker will be able to cut two 

cloths from the one length of fabric thus reducing our costs for a                   

second cloth. 

With everyone’s help, our altars will be looking wonderful by Christmas 

and if we keep up the practice of throwing in our coins we may in time 

be able to carry out repairs on our wonderful frontals.  

Thanks to your generosity we have been able to purchase a new altar 

cloth for the main altar.  

 

 

 

https://i0.wp.com/catholicfaithpatronsaints.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/St.-Simon-and-St.-Jude-Public-Domain-Image.jpg


List of items most needed for the 

parish pantry: 

 Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter 

chicken, Green chicken curry, 

Chicken satay, etc       

 Boxed meals                                                                                                

 Tins of corned beef, spam,                                                                                                        

ham;     

 Sugar;    

 Boxes of Cereals   

 All Day Breakfast by Heinz;                            

 Tinned tuna, sardines,          

 Harvest Meals in a tin                           

eg Vegetables and Sausages 

 Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant 

potato, pasta, spaghetti                     

 Tinned corn      

 Tinned vegetables                                                                                                

 Sweet & savoury biscuits;                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 Long life Milk - Full cream 

 Tinned fruit                                                                      

 Rice Cream 

 Pasta sauces  

 

 

 

For the kitchen: 

 Washing up liquid 

 Paper towels 

 Chux  

 Sponges 

For the laundry: 

 Washing powder 

Health  

 Toothpaste  

 Shampoo & Conditioner  

 

  

 WE RUN OUT OF CEREALS  

EACH WEEK 

 LONG LIFE MILK IS                       

URGENTLY NEEDED 

 WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED 

OF SUNRISE MEALS IN A 

BOX & SPAM AND CORNED 

BEEF 



Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of             

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy  

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: "I bequeath the sum of $............  to the                   

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                  

parish."   

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or  

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044 

Account number: 742 926 

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                   

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. 

Thank you. 



 Job 42.1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34.1-8 (19-22); 

 Hebrews 7.21-28; Mark  10.46-52 

Perhaps the most difficult thing in the Christian’s life is to 

submit to the will of God and to acknowledge God’s 

sovereignty over all. Few of us will suffer what Job suffered, 

but his story serves to illustrate that our challenges are not without purpose nor 

is our perseverance in our faith and trust in God without recognition. Even the 

blind man had to call out to Jesus twice before he was healed! 

 Pray that we can empty ourselves of ourselves, thereby allowing us to taste 

and see that the Lord is good! 

 Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do 

to further God’s mission in the world. 

Text: The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for 

the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa © Anglican Board of 

Mission, 2018 

Collection given at St Paul’s on 

Sunday 21st October: $2060         

Other collection given:                                                                                                                                                                    

 Parish Pantry:  $135 

 New Life Centre Nepal: $50 

  Total:  $2245 

Thank you for responding to 

God’s generous love.                          

Thank you for your generosity.  



 



A year ago, several women walked into the annual Synod of the Sydney 

Anglican Diocese, shuffled through the rows of the public gallery in Pitt 

Street's Wesley Theatre, and sat down nervously.  

All of them were victims of domestic abuse, there to listen as the                 

Diocese's domestic violence taskforce presented its draft policy for         

responding to abuse in the church which, as ABC News would only 

weeks later reveal, was being perpetrated not just against                      

parishioners, but against the wives of clergy — including me. 

It's been quite a year. 

Last week, several hundred Sydney Anglicans returned to the same 

spot for the taskforce's unveiling of the final version of the policy,               

having spent months consulting with experts and survivors.  

I had been looking forward to seeing the finished product, and was 

hopeful it would reflect the voices of victims who'd shared their                    

disturbing experiences of abuse by church workers, and desires to see 

leaders respond better. 

In the intervening year, so much has changed for many of us. Thanks to 

the work of ABC journalists Julia Baird and Hayley Gleeson, a light was 

shone on the insidious problem of domestic violence in religious                 

communities.  

For the first time our stories as clergy wives were heard by a wide                   

audience, and we felt hopeful that by speaking up, we could contribute 

to better outcomes for other women who were still suffering. 

And yet so much has not changed.  

We're still struggling to survive. Many of us live in desperate poverty; 

housing insecurity and not knowing where our next meal will come 

from is our daily reality.  



It can be difficult to access the specialised trauma counselling that we 

and our children need — few counsellors are trained to deal with                      

domestic violence induced trauma, the cost can be prohibitive, and child 

minding can be almost impossible for those of us who have lost much of 

our support networks.  

We struggle to find our way spiritually as we adjust to thinking for                   

ourselves, after years or decades of being told what to believe and how 

to behave in order to please the God we had had presented to us 

through our husbands' dictates.  

And we still have no voice in the formal structures of the Sydney                    

Anglican Church.  

Last Wednesday night, speeches were not given by abused clergy wives, 

but by those who had spoken to us, one step removed.  

As I thought about this, I wondered what I would say if, as a woman and a 

victim of domestic violence, I had been asked to stand before the Synod 

and address the delegates.  

I realised there are three things I would like the Diocese to hear from 

women like me. 

A needed shift 

First, I want to make it clear how much I appreciate the taskforce and 

their work.  

I am truly grateful for the time and thought they have invested in creat-

ing the domestic violence policy, and I want to acknowledge that there 

have been significant outcomes from the process of drafting and revising 

it.  

There has been a willingness to listen to victims (even though it was the 

victims who had to bear the emotional labour of initiating contact and    

insisting on being heard). There has been a shift towards acknowledging 

that some interpretations of scripture have directly led to women being 

harmed. 



There is growing willingness to support victims in pursuing                     

separation and divorce, rather than ill-considered and dangerous                    

attempts at marital reconciliation.  

There is the provision of educational materials to be used in parishes, 

which will hopefully result in church workers responding to domestic 

violence more swiftly and sensitively. 

There has also been a commitment by the Synod to providing                        

substantial financial support for abused clergy wives, recognising the 

additional difficulties they face in leaving a marriage to a church              

worker, not least their extreme vulnerability to homelessness.  

This is a fantastic step forward which will make a real difference to the 

women and children affected by clergy spousal abuse. 

There's still resistance to change 

Secondly, though, I want to highlight the significant resistance within 

the church to attitudinal and cultural change.  

Over the past year there has been fierce pushback against the                      

taskforce's emphasis on the need to support victims seeking to leave 

abusive marriages.  

In its report this week the taskforce noted it had received feedback 

from some who felt its domestic abuse policy had "inadvertently gone 

too far in undermining the intended permanence of the marriage               

covenant". 

The emphasis on the indissolubility of marriage in diocesan teaching 

has been a powerful factor in trapping women in violent marriages. 

Both victims and advocates have argued this must urgently be                             

clarified, and the policy reflects as much.  

But women are still reporting far too often being re-victimised by 

church workers and parish policies for leaving their abusive                         

marriages.  

 



We have been told in some cases that we can no longer be on music 

teams, or teach Sunday school classes, or lead in prayer - because as 

divorced women we are not appropriate role models. 

We shouldn't prioritise doctrine over humanity 

There are other harmful, stubbornly-held attitudes, including the                  

diocese's approach to doctrine, which I would summarise as                             

privileging doctrine over humanity.  

Not long after I left my marriage, I was invited to meet with a group of 

other ex-clergy wives who had also recently left or were preparing to 

leave abusive marriages.  

A woman with an influential leadership role in the diocese thanked us 

for coming and then said: "Now, I want us to think about how we can 

preserve our beautiful doctrine of submission in the face of these                    

terrible experiences you have had".  

I listened in disbelief as she quite literally put the preservation of this 

doctrine, which is frequently interpreted as requiring wives to 

"submit" to their husbands, ahead of any acknowledgement of the  

horrific treatment we had endured, and were still suffering, at the 

hands of husbands who had used that very scripture to justify their            

violence. 

At one point on Wednesday night, as the final domestic abuse policy 

was presented to Synod, and deliberations were underway, one    

speaker became quite emotional — not about the abuse and lasting 

trauma many in the room had suffered — but over the tragedy that 

"God's precious word" could be misused as a tool of violence.  

Does the Bible really deserve more empathy than the human beings 

for whom it was written?  

I know that those who have invested time and energy in crafting the 

policy care deeply about us. But often it feels as if they care about the 

purity of their doctrine more. 



Blindness to coercive control 

The final point I would have raised in Synod if I'd been given the                           

opportunity is the glaring disjunct between the commendable level of 

understanding of coercive control in domestic relationships exhibited in 

the policy, and the diocese's apparent blindness to the coercive control 

that is habitually exercised within its systems and in its relationships with 

other, less wealthy dioceses.  

The irony of this disjunct has not been lost on those of us who have 

been following the deliberations of this week.  

For instance, one proposal that is to be considered this Synod would, if 

passed, prevent a range of activities being held on all church properties 

from smoking ceremonies, to traditional yoga classes, to events                        

incorporating advocacy for same sex marriage or LGBTQI rights.  

The wording of the proposal suggests that freedom to even discuss                 

alternate perspectives could be severely curtailed. 

I have shared little in this piece about my own experiences of domestic 

violence — surely enough of our stories have already been told at the 

ABC over the past year.  

Many others remain untold as some are still finding their voices, but 12 

months since a group of us first spoke out about our abuse, I am finding it 

just as difficult to sustain hope for the deep systemic change we so                    

desperately need as I am for any justice to be done for us personally. 

I have things to be thankful for 

As I have read through the many domestic violence documents produced 

by the church this year, and reflected on the comments and writings of 

victims, pastoral care workers, clerics and theological leaders, the words 

of St Oscar Romero have echoed through my mind: 

"There are many things that can only be seen through eyes that have 

cried." 

 



I don't think I will ever "thank God for my sufferings" - I no longer hold 

to a theology that imagines God as the sender of suffering or evil.  

But in the midst of the ruins, I have found things to be thankful for.  

One is the open-hearted and generous love between us victims: this 

love has developed as a result of devastating pain, but we're                    

incredibly grateful for each other's support.  

Another is the superb care we have experienced from those in the                

diocese who have listened and wept with us and for us. They have not 

been driven by their own agendas but have worked hard to ensure they 

are equipped to walk alongside and support us. I can honestly say that 

several of those people are the reason I have survived. 

My prayer for the diocese is that those who have embarked on the jour-

ney of listening to victims of domestic violence will courageously con-

tinue to listen, and to interrogate the controlling behaviours that have 

infected church structures and processes.  

I pray that those who are resistant to listening, and unwilling to give up 

power, will experience a deep repentance and be enabled to let go of 

their privilege, as Jesus did, for the sake of those who are less                       

privileged.  

And for those who have been harmed by these deeply ingrained                

attitudes, I can offer only my own tears and my commitment, with many 

others, to standing with you against all abuses of power perpetrated in 

the name of Jesus. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney; 

Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and 

for all the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we  

are asked to pray for The Church of the 

Province of the West Indies, for its 

Bishop and all his clergy and people.   

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person with 

us. May both our parishes be blessed 

by the link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 



lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, we remember 

especially this week all those carers 

who look after their elderly. May they 

see that spending time with them is a 

blessing rather than a burden. 

Pray for the sick and their carers: 

Andrew; Joyce Bannister;  Margaret 

Baseley; Barry Brandy; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Scott Cameron; Peter 

Comino; Andrew Connolly; Jan Cowan; 

Rodney Chesham; Hilary  Davies; Dave 

Ernst; Fahim; Maria Fry; Florence; Paul 

Gibson; Frank Haines; Caroline Huet; 

Matthew; Margaret Hayes; Bruce 

Hellyer; Bishop Ivan Lee; Barbara 

Lumley; Bishop Ken Mason; Pamela 

McParlane; Wayne Mitchell; Jan 

Morgan; Y Nhan; Nicola; Erene 

O’Connor; Alister & Sally Palmer; Paul 

Phillips; Robert; Jean Rennick; Malcolm 

Sandstrom; Steven; Jean Storey;                    

Elsa Sorensen; Peter Sorensen;                    

Kevin Sutton; Nancy Thompson;                  

Reg Vine; Margaret Wheatley;                         

Bill Whittle; Bob Woods;                         

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed,  

especially Anne Wakefield that God 

may grant her a place of refreshment, 

light and peace.                                                 

Pray, too, for, Gwynn Williams, Owen 

Blackwell, Donald Percival McKinley, 

Lucile Nellie Denney, Jeanie Holden 

Brown Cranley, David Kittredge Baldwin 

St John, Patricia Jackson, Beryl Mary 

Jefferson, Neil Bryce Crawford, Claus 

Lilje, Doreen McKinley, Keith Alfred 

Jenkins, John Lynch, Naomi Rickersey 

and for any others whose year’s mind 

falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on 

Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Sunday 28 October  - Simon and Jude, Apostles and Martyrs  

 Wednesday 31 October  -  Martin Luther (d.1546) and other Continental   

         Reformers  

 Thursday 1 November - All Saints 

 Friday 2 November - All Souls 

 Saturday 3 November - Richard Hooker, priest and teacher (d.1600) 
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