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ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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in religion        

 Sunday 4th November 2018 –   

  SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS                            

      Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am –  Procession and Festival Parish Eucharist 

 4.00pm –   Vespers at Cardinal Freeman Village 

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Tuesday 13th November - 

Community Hub in the large 

hall  

 Friday 16th November at 

7pm - Thanksgiving                 

Dinner 

 Sunday 18th November at 

11.45pm - Blacket House 

Meeting in the Large Hall 

 Sunday 18th November at 

3pm - Choral Evensong 

 Tuesday 20th November 

2018 at 1.15pm Lunchtime 

Recital –  Clarinet Recital - 

Ben                Curry Hyde 

 Saturday 24th November at 

7pm  - David Carreon -           

Violin Recital  

 Sunday 25th November -                   

Christmas Luncheon in the 

Parish Hall 

 Tuesday 4th December at 

1.15pm Lunchtime   Recit-

al - The Cumberland String 

Quartet  

 Saturday 8th December at 

6pm Consort 8 at St Paul's 

Anglican Church 

 Saturday 15th December at 

5pm –  Service of Lessons & 

Carols at Cardinal Freeman 

Village 

 Sunday 16th December at 

7pm – Service of Lessons & 

Carols at St Paul’s  



Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



TO BE PUT BEFORE THE RECTOR AND CONGREGATION OF ST PAUL’S 

CHURCH 

AT A MEETING TO BE HELD IN THE CHURCH HALL ON 18 NOVEMBER 

2018 AT 11.45AM 

Purpose 

The purpose of the meeting is to obtain the consent of the Rector and 

Congregation to actions proposed by the trustees. 

Background 

Clause 20 of the Deed of Declaration of Trust provides: 

 The powers conferred on the trustees by this Deed shall not be              

 exercised except with the consent of the Rector and Congregation, 

 such consent to be sufficient if given by a majority of those                  

 members who are present at a meeting convened for the purpose 

 held in the hall or other usual meeting place of the Rector and             

 Congregation by a notice given to the Rector and Congregation on 

 the two Sundays immediately preceding the day of such meeting in 

 the manner in which announcements are usually made to the Rector 

 and Congregation. 



The trustees understand this clause to mean that, while they have the 

usual powers of trustees under the general law by virtue of their                                    

appointment as trustees (especially so that they may fulfil their duties 

under the law to administer the trusts and to preserve the trust                      

property), they must obtain the consent of the Rector and Congregation 

for the  exercise of the powers conferred specifically by the Deed,                    

notably in relation to substantial projects and expenditures. 

The trustees last sought and obtained consent from the Rector and             

Congregation at a meeting held on 10 December 2017.  The consent 

obtained on that occasion included consent in relation to the payment 

of moneys to or for the Parish from the 2017 and 2018 income of the 

Trust.  The trustees now propose to seek consent in relation to similar 

payments from any surplus of 2018 income and from the 2019 income   

of the Trust. 

Proposed Resolution 

The trustees ask the Rector and Congregation to pass the following     

resolution: 

 The Rector and Congregation consent to the following actions of 

 the trustees of the Blacket House Trust (“the Trust”): 

  1. In addition to any amounts paid to or for the Parish from  

   2018 income of the Trust pursuant to the resolution of the  

   Rector and Congregation passed on 10 December 2017  

   (“the 2017 Resolution”) and after reservation of funds for  

   the Trust’s sinking fund, payment to or for the Parish of any 

   surplus of 2018 income for purposes listed in the Schedule 

   of Purposes in the 2017 Resolution (subject to the trustees’ 

   being satisfied that costs for such purposes have been              

   incurred in 2018 that are sufficient to justify the payment). 

  2. Subject to the availability of funds derived from 2019                 

   income, the expenditure of up to 40% of the gross income 

   of the Trust in 2019 on expenditures for the purposes listed 



in the Schedule below (being purposes for the benefit of the Rector and 

Congregation of St Paul’s). 

SCHEDULE OF PURPOSES 

(a) Organist’s fees for regular services                                                                    

(b) Organ repairs and maintenance of the organs                                                 

(c) Sanctuary & communion supplies                                                                         

(d) Ministry resource materials                                                                                    

(e) Playgroup resources                                                                                               

(f) Printing of orders of service                                                                                    

(g) Worship resources                                                                                                    

(h) Copyright licences                                                                                                  

(i) Kneelers                                                                                                                     

(j) Vestments and robes                                                                                                

(k) Rectory utilities, repairs and renovations and ground care                                                

(l) Payment for the services of the Music Director                                              

(m) Choir music supplies for services 

After the Gospeller introduces the Gospel Reading the acclamation              

now is: 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thank you to Glenn Leembruggen from Acoustic Directions Pty Ltd for 

very kindly donating two new batteries for the headset microphones at 

St. Paul’s. 

Thank you to Fr Michael for playing at both services last Sunday, 28th 

October. Joshua Ryan was performing with the Canberra Bach Ensemble, 

whose performance received excellent reviews. 



Today the Church celebrates all 

the saints (actual Feast day is 1                      

November): canonized or               

beatified, and the multitude of 

those who are in heaven                          

enjoying the beatific vision that 

are only known to God.                 

During the early centuries the Saints venerated by the Church were all 

martyrs. Later on the Popes set November 1 as the day for                               

commemorating all the Saints. We all have this "universal call to                      

holiness." What must we to do in order to join the company of the saints 

in heaven? We "must follow in His footsteps and conform ourselves to His 

image seeking the will of the Father in all things. We must devote                

ourselves with all our being to the glory of God and the service of our 

neighbor. In this way, the holiness of the People of God will grow into an 

abundant harvest of good, as is admirably shown by the life of so many 

saints in Church history" (Lumen Gentium, 40).  

During the year the Church celebrates one by one the feasts of the 

saints. Today she joins them all in one festival. In addition to those whose 

names she knows, she recalls in a magnificent vision all the others "of all 

nations and tribes standing before the throne and in sight of the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands, proclaiming Him 

who redeemed them in His Blood."   The feast of All Saints should inspire 

us with tremendous hope. Among the saints in heaven are some whom 

we have known. All lived on earth lives like our own. They were baptized, 

marked with the sign of faith, they were faithful to Christ's teaching and 

they have gone before us to the heavenly home whence they call on us 

to follow them. The Gospel of the Beatitudes, while it shows their                    

happiness, shows, too, the road that they followed; there is no other that 

will lead us whither they have gone.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

"The Commemoration of All Saints" was first celebrated in the East. The 

feast is found in the West on different dates in the eighth century.              
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The Roman Martyrology mentions that this date is a claim of fame for         

Gregory IV (827-844) and that he extended this observance to the whole 

of Christendom; it seems certain, however, that Gregory III (731-741)  

preceded him in this. At Rome, on the other hand, on May 13, there was 

the annual commemoration of the consecration of the basilica of St. Ma-

ria ad Martyres (or St. Mary and All Martyrs). This was the former Pan-

theon, the temple of Agrippa, dedicated to all the gods of paganism, to 

which Boniface IV had translated many relics from the catacombs. Greg-

ory VII transferred the anniversary of this dedication to 1 November.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Today , as we celebrate this Feast, we give honour to God in all His 

saints, and inspired by their lives and sustained by their prayers, we 

commit ourselves again that we too may be called to be members of the 

army of God’s saints and so to Him whom be praise, honour and glory.        

(Contributed). 

Australia Post has released its 2018 stamps for Christmas Cards – 

65cents within Australia and $2.30 international mail. 

There will be 2 religious stamps and 4 secular stamps.  The 65 cent Card 

Only Stamp is a lovely portrayal of the Madonna and Child – as Christian 

people we should use the Religious Stamp to confirm the real message  

of Christmas – the celebration of God’s son, the redeemer of the world.  

Ask at your Post Shop for the Religious stamp.                                                       

     “Glory to God in the highest!” 

Christmas Raffle tickets on sale now.  

       $2 each or 3 for $5. It will be drawn in December.  

 

  Donation of magazines for                              

  PARISH PANTRY                                                           

  would be much appreciated. 

Thank you.  



A few sets of envelopes are still available from the back of the church –  

Collect a set as you leave.  

to be put     

before the Rector and Congregations of St Paul’s Church at a meeting to 

be held in the Church Hall on Sunday 18th of November 2018 at 

11.45am.  

The last Hub for the year will be Tuesday 13th November. 

Our Annual Thanksgiving dinner will be held at the Rectory on                    

Friday the 16th of November beginning at 7pm. All are welcome.  

Fr Michael Deasey will be directing the Mater Chorale at the                  

Ecumenical Choral Evensong at 3.00 p.m. on Sunday 18th of                            

November in the Church.  

Let’s celebrate Christmas with a Buffet Lunch at St Paul’s in the Parish 

Hall on Sunday 25th November 2018 at 11.45am.                                        

$30 per person / children 14 & under free 

All are welcome to the Parish Hall after the Parish               

Eucharist for a mini festive morning tea in fellow-

ship with all of God’s saints together with our par-

ish priest, Father James, who has celebrated a 

birthday during the week – we wish him many happy returns and every 

blessing in the year ahead – share with him in cutting the cake and sup-

port him with your prayers. 
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Michael O’Brien was born in 1964 in Taree, New South Wales.               

Following school in Maitland, Michael went to Newcastle University and 

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts. He studied further for the priesthood 

at St John’s College, Morpeth. While at College he married Kerryn.                

Michael was  ordained deacon and priest in 1989 and served in the  

parishes of  Cessnock and Bateau Bay in Newcastle Diocese. After             

serving his curacies he was appointed Rector of the Parish of                  

Coopernook in 1994. Michael was next appointed Vicar of St John’s           

Tamworth in 1997 in the Diocese of Armidale. While there he went on a 

parish exchange to England and lived with his family on a                         

Manchester housing estate. On return to Australia he was invited to              

become the Dean of Wangaratta Cathedral in 2003 until he resigned in 

2014. During this time he had been an Army Reserve chaplain at               

Bandiana. He joined the Army full time as a Chaplain and has served at 

Puckapunyal and now Holsworthy Army bases.  

Michael and Kerryn have two adult children. Michael has heard much 

about St Paul’s Burwood over the years and is looking forward to being 

with us for the observance of the 100th Anniversary of the                         

Armistice.  

Armistice Day, 11th November this year falls on a Sunday and is also the 

centenary of the occasion. The bells throughout the world will ring out 

half muffled on this day at 11am. The ringers at St Paul’s will join in and 

ring the bells to a quarter peal half muffled which will start just before 

11am.                                                                                                                          

‘Ringing Remembers’ is an International Campaign to recruit 1400              

ringers as an act of remembrance of the 1400 ringers who lost their lives 

in World War 1.  This has already been achieved and the target                           

surpassed with over 2000 people having signed up to learn to ring. It  

also includes Australia & New Zealand, one of these ringers has been 

taught at St Paul’s. 



Please ask for 2 

trays of bread rolls 

and 2 trays of loaves & 1tray of  

half loaves & 1 tray of mixed. 

You are all doing a fantastic job. 

Having bread each week is a great 

help to everyone.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

≈ 5th November – Kerin                                                                                         

≈ 12th November – Gabriel                                                                                  

≈ 19th November – Margaret                                                                                   

≈ 26th November – Antonia  

The Tuesday night study is                   

proving to be very popular with 

over a dozen people coming 

along most evenings. 

On Tuesday the 6th of November 

at 7.30 p.m. we will watch the ex-

tras from the movie All Saints and 

discuss the movie and how it re-

lates to our situation. 

All Saints is an excellent movie 

based on a real story about how a 

group of Karen refugees helped 

an Anglican Parish in Tennessee 

to find hope and real community 

and to save the Parish from                    

closure. 

 

Everyone is welcome to the                  

Rectory to watch and discuss this 

excellent movie (which doesn’t 

have a contrived ending and isn’t 

in any way schmaltzy). 

Our regular studies will continue 

on Tuesday the 13th of November 

at 7.30 p.m. when we begin                  

discussing What is the Point of              

Being a Christian? By Timothy        

Radcliffe OP.  

All are welcome. 

We are collecting: peak caps,  

shorts and T shirts - in good                  

condition new thongs - men's sizes 

9 - 12 / women's sizes 7 - 10,             

Men’s Belt 

We do NOT need any children’s 

clothes or thongs. 

Can you help? 

The next Life Jacket run will be 

Wednesday 12th December.  

Many thanks                                                                                                      

Rosemary and Kristen 
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St Paul’s Anglican Church 

    205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood  

LUNCHTIME RECITALS 

2018   

National Trust (2017) award winner for conservation interiors, recreating                                       

the ceiling interior to Edmund Blacket's original design in keeping with                

Australian colonial neo-gothic architectural intent. 
 

1.15pm-1.45pm 

Other dates and artists TBC 

Entry by donation  

 

 

Light refreshments will follow in the Rectory 

St Paul’s Church Office: Ph.: 9747 4327 /                                                                     

Email: office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

Tuesday 20 November   

Ben Curry Hyde – Clarinet  

Tuesday 4 December  

The Cumberland String Quartet  

Saturday 24 November at 7.00pm  

David Carreon - Violin Recital 

to celebrate his six years at Trinity Grammar School as a Music Scholar 





 



 



List of items most needed for the 

parish pantry: 

 Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter 

chicken, Green chicken curry, 

Chicken satay, etc       

 Boxed meals                                                                                                

 Tins of corned beef, spam,                                                                                                        

ham;     

 Sugar;    

 Boxes of Cereals   

 All Day Breakfast by Heinz;                            

 Tinned tuna, sardines,          

 Harvest Meals in a tin                           

eg Vegetables and Sausages 

 Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant 

potato, pasta, spaghetti                     

 Tinned corn      

 Tinned vegetables                                                                                                

 Sweet & savoury biscuits;                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 Long life Milk - Full cream 

 Tinned fruit                                                                      

 Rice Cream 

 Pasta sauces  

 

 

 

For the kitchen: 

 Washing up liquid 

 Paper towels 

 Chux  

 Sponges 

For the laundry: 

 Washing powder 

Health  

 Toothpaste & toothbrushes  

 Shampoo & Conditioner  

 

  

EACH WEEK WE RUN OUT OF    

 CEREALS 

 LONG LIFE MILK  

 SUNRISE MEALS IN A BOX  

 SPAM AND CORNED BEEF 



Italy based organist, David Reccia 

Chynoweth, returned to Sydney in 

October for a series of recitals in 

Sydney, and its environs. David is 

the grandson of the late Bishop               

Neville Chynoweth. 

His program embraced music by 

the English composer James Nares 

(1715-1783), Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685-1750) and Charles-Marie 

Widor (1844-1937). David                  

interwove the Sonata in B flat major 

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809

-1847) and the program concluded 

with Léon Boëllmann’s, Suite                 

Gothique (1862-1897).  

David’s preparation was                            

meticulous. His insightful                       

performances showed command of 

the profound idiosyncrasies of the 

Davidson. The choice of                            

registration and superb technique 

conveyed the cantabile melodies 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring and,            

especially in Prière à Notre Dame 

(Prayer to Our Lady), the third 

movement from Suite Gothique. 

Here was a very moving, dignified 

and solemn interpretation. By                 

contrast its final movement, Tocca-

ta, was strong and dramatic, with an 

exciting and brilliant climax. 

Fr Michael Deasey also spent time 

in assisting David to prepare and 

rehearse changes of registration, 

given the Davidson does not have 

presets. I know David was most 

grateful to Fr Michael for his                  

professional and unstinting help. 

Audience size is always going to 

be the unknown, especially when 

there is no pre-sale. Publicity is all                 

important, and a grateful thank you 

to our audience who responded to 

the various ways in which this              

recital was advertised. I am sure 

you were not disappointed. 

What a wonderful recital! Thank 

you very much, David. 

Sheryl Southwood                                                

Director of Music 

Over the years the parish has           

benefited from the generosity of             

parishioners, not only when they 

have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their 

death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills 

by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that  



generations to come will enjoy  

worship and fellowship in well 

maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest 

are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I                 

bequeath the sum of $............            

to the Rector and Wardens of the              

Anglican parish of  St Paul,                     

Burwood, to be used at their              

absolute discretion for the                   

charitable purposes of the parish."   

If you would like to make a dona-

tion to the Parish for the upkeep 

and maintenance of the Heritage 

building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  

St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name 

with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney 

NSW 

 

Please contact Pam for more details 

or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust                  

donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to 

post it to. Thank you. 

Thank you to everyone who is              

continuing to drop their loose 

change in the box at the back of the 

church. 

Already some money has gone               

towards the new red burse and veil 

that we first used at Pentecost and 

we now have almost enough to  

purchase our first new altar cloth 

for the high altar.  

As our altar is narrower than some, 

the maker will be able to cut two 

cloths from the one length of fabric 

thus reducing our costs for a                   

second cloth. 

With everyone’s help, our altars 

will be looking wonderful by 

Christmas and if we keep up the 

practice of throwing in our coins 

we may in time be able to carry out 

repairs on our wonderful frontals.  

Thanks to your generosity we have 

been able to purchase a new altar 

cloth for the main altar.  

 



 Either Isaiah 25.6-9 or Wisdom 3.1-9; Psalm 24; 

 Revelation 21.1-6a; John 11.32-44  

The celebration of the victory of life over death resounds 

throughout today’s readings. True life comes from true 

love. And God is at the source of all love. Through the 

ages, God has worked through myriad people, some of whom we acknowledge 

as saints. But this is the tip of the iceberg. Saints are all around us. Who are the 

saints in your life? 

 Pray with thanksgiving for all the saints in our lives, upholding them in their 

loving service. 

 Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for the work they 

do to further God’s mission in the world. 

Text: The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for 

the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa © Anglican Board of 

Mission, 2018 

Collection given at St Paul’s on 

Sunday 28th October: $2312         

Other collection given:                                                                                                                                                                    

 Parish Pantry:  $120 

 Building Fund: $10 

  Total:  $2442 

Thank you for responding to 

God’s generous love.                          

Thank you for your generosity.  



Fifty years ago, religion was on the                   

retreat as science advanced. Now it is centre 

stage of global politics. What does it offer the 

modern world, asks Neil MacGregor  

It must surely be one of the most beguiling 

and evocative posters of the 1970s. High 

above the Earth, floating serenely among the 

stars and loosely tethered to a speeding 

spaceship, Yuri Gagarin smiles out at us and 

salutes. The first man in space is dressed in   

brilliant communist red, and emblazoned on 

his helmet are the letters CCCP (the Russian 

initials for the USSR). Above the skies, he 

looks around and tells us what he can see, or rather what he can not 

see: Boga Nyet!: There is no God! Below him are the toppling towers 

and domes of churches and mosques, left behind and condemned to 

imminent collapse by the soaring achievements of Soviet science. The 

old religions are withering away. Reason and research have raised                             

humanity to a new idea of heaven – we can now all join Gagarin in an 

achievable paradise, empty of divine beings, and full instead of starry 

promise. 

A photograph taken 42 years later, in May 2017, is an equally                          

compelling image of our own decade. It shows what popular songs long 

regarded as perhaps the nearest thing to heaven on earth – Paris in the 

springtime. But this is no romantic glimpse of the world’s favourite                

tourist destination. We are in the working-class suburb of Clichy. In the 

square in front of the mairie, beneath the French tricolour and the stars 

of the European Union, and under the watchful eyes of the police, God 

‘There is no God,’ says Yuri           

Gagarin in this 1975 Soviet 

propaganda poster … The Road 

is Wider Without God/God 

Doesn’t Exist by Vladimir               

Menshikov Photograph: The 

State Museum of the History of 

Religion, St Petersburg, Russia  



is being defiantly worshipped on 

the public highway. Hundreds of 

Muslim men are kneeling in prayer 

to protest at the closure of their  

unauthorised mosque. The secular 

French state, its republican values 

built on the basis of an absolutely 

non-negotiable laïcité 

(secularism), is being peacefully 

but fundamentally challenged by a 

group claiming the right to be           

loyal French citizens while                

asserting that they (and millions of 

others) also have rights as                 

members of a religious                      

community. As the notorious row 

about the burkini showed just a    

few years ago, these are not claims 

that France finds it easy to               

accommodate. 

Both images are entirely                      

characteristic of their time, with 

resonances far beyond their place. 

The Soviet poster was of course 

devised as propaganda, but the              

assumptions behind it were very 

widely shared. In the 1970s, most 

politicians in the US and western 

Europe, as in the USSR, broadly                   

believed that scientific advance, 

material progress and growing 

prosperity would lead to the                   

continuing retreat of faith from the 

public realm. Just as important, 

nearly all shared the view later              

articulated in Bill Clinton’s 1992 

presidential campaign, that the 

most significant political                         

determinant would ultimately be 

“the economy,  stupid”. 

“Russia now defines itself loudly and 

proudly as Orthodox. Putin is             

ostentatiously devout. Even the KGB 

has its own church” 

All that has changed. In the Russia 

that has emerged from the                  

wreckage of the USSR, state                    

atheism is decidedly a thing of the 

past. The country now defines itself 

loudly and proudly as Orthodox. 

President Putin is ostentatiously 

devout. The Cathedral of Christ the 

Saviour in Moscow, dynamited on 

Stalin’s orders in 1931, has been 

meticulously rebuilt. Even the KGB 

has its own church. Beyond Russia, 

the competitive materialisms of the 

cold war have been in large                   

measure dislodged, or at least                

recast, by a different discourse. To 

an extent rarely seen in Europe 

since the 17th century, faith now 

shapes a significant part of the 

global public debate. 

The whole of the Middle East is 

caught up in murderous conflicts 

that are articulated and fought out 



in religious as much as economic 

terms. In Indonesia and Nigeria, 

Myanmar and Egypt, communities 

are attacked and individuals killed 

on the pretext that the practice of 

their faith makes them aliens in 

their own country. India, whose     

constitution enshrines the state’s 

equidistance from all religions, is 

convulsed by calls for the                   

government to assert an explicitly 

Hindu identity, with grave                             

consequences for the hundreds of 

millions of Indians who are Mus-

lims, Christians or belong to other 

faiths. In many countries, among 

them the US, immigration                          

policy – which usually means the 

case against immigrants – is often 

debated in the language of reli-

gion. 

Even in a largely agnostic Europe, 

the French street protest is part of          

a similar trend. The Bavarian first 

minister has recently urged the 

presence of the cross in official 

buildings as the marker of a                

Catholic Bavarian identity (even 

though the Catholic church                       

opposed the idea). In 2009, a                  

nationwide referendum in                       

Switzerland decided to ban the 

building of minarets; while for the 

last few years thousands have been 

marching  regularly in Dresden to 

protest against the alleged 

“Islamisation” of Europe. The most 

populous country on Earth, China, 

claims that its national interests, the 

very integrity of the state, are 

threatened by the exiled spiritual 

leader of Tibetan Buddhists, the 

Dalai Lama, a man whose only  

power is the faith he embodies. 

Belief is back. Around the world,  

religion is once again politically 

centre stage. It is a development 

that seems to surprise and                            

bewilder, indeed often to anger, 

the agnostic, prosperous west. Yet if 

we do not understand why religion 

can mobilise communities in this 

way, we have little chance of suc-

cessfully managing the conse-

quences. 

If one had to choose a tipping 

point, a specific moment at which 

this change crystallised, it would                   

probably be the 1979 Islamic                   

revolution in Iran. Deeply shocking 

to the secular world, it appeared at 

the time to be pushing against the 

tide of history: now it seems                   

instead to have been the harbinger 

of its turning. After decades of      

humiliating intervention by the 

British and the Americans,            



dissenting Iranian politicians – 

many of them far from devout – saw 

in the forms of Iranian Shi’ism a way 

of defining and asserting the             

country’s identity against the                 

outsiders. The mosque, even more 

than the bazaar, was the space in 

which new national narratives could 

be devised and in which all of                   

society could engage. Ten years       

later, the Lutheran churches of East 

Germany played a comparable role 

for those resisting and ultimately 

overthrowing an oppressive state 

sustained in office by the armies of 

the Soviet Union. In both cases, faith 

structures (literal and metaphori-

cal) were for a time seen not as              

oppression, but as frameworks for 

freedom. 

“If one had to choose a tipping point, 

a moment when this change                 

crystallised, it would be the 1979              

Islamic revolution in Iran” 

Many states since then have fol-

lowed a similar path. In a way that 

could hardly have been imagined 

60 years ago, the reassuring politics 

of prosperity have in many parts of 

the world been replaced by the                

often violent rhetoric and politics of 

identity, articulated through                  

religion. This should not surprise us. 

It is a return to the pattern prevalent 

in almost all societies through            

history; for along with language and 

nationalism, religion is one of the 

most powerful forces for shaping 

and energising a community. Not 

because it is a structure of control 

(though it is often crushingly that), 

but because it gives the group a 

narrative of who they are and what, 

together, they can become. Religion 

in its social dimension is less about 

escapism or consolation, than about 

hope, new behaviour and the                 

challenge of struggling towards the 

future. 

“We tell ourselves stories in order 

to live.” Joan Didion’s famous            

sentence is not a reflection on                   

religion, but it speaks to exactly that                       

compelling need we all have for 

stories that give shape and                 

significance to our individual lives. 

Religious stories are part of a               

similar strategy, but for communal 

survival. Addressing the                         

conundrums of life and death, they 

offer not explanation but meaning. 

As much about the future as the 

past, they provide a society with a 

narrative that goes far beyond the 

self, embracing the living, the dead 

and those still to be born in one                      



continuing story of belonging. Not 

surprisingly, evidence from the ice 

age onwards suggests that                      

societies with such narratives             

appear better equipped to                    

overcome threats to their                               

existence, to survive and to                     

flourish. At the beginning of the 

20th century, the French sociologist 

Émile Durkheim argued that there 

can in fact be no society unless it 

has such shared overarching                 

stories, what he called “an idea 

that it constructs of itself”: that 

shared communal idea – or ideal – 

and its narratives were the precon-

dition of a functioning society. We 

are, as a group, the stories that we 

tell about ourselves. If, for                       

whatever reason, we lose or forget 

those narratives, we collectively no 

longer exist. In the rituals and             

ceremonies in which they are en-

acted, the society may be worship-

ping a remote, perhaps even a non

-existent, god: it is also, Durkheim 

suggested, venerating an ideal 

version of itself, which may one 

day be made real. 

Such narratives of faith can create 

wonderfully potent symbols of                

solidarity. One example: Hindus in 

Bengal celebrate every autumn the 

return of the goddess Durga and 

her triumph over the forces of evil. 

To mark the festival they make 

each year a new statue of the deity. 

These painted representations of 

the goddess are made, not by a 

solitary  artist, but in effect by the 

whole community. Supported by a 

wicker frame, the bulk of the body 

is composed of clay. But great ef-

forts are made to  incorporate bits 

of earth from all the different parts 

of the locality, from rich areas as 

well as poor. By convention, for the 

final mix, a priest should beg for 

some soil from a sex worker’s 

house, and there should ideally             

also be some clay from the banks 

of the Ganges, as Durga has a close 

connection to the river. The result 

is that in the temporary statue of 

the goddess every part of the  

community – rich and poor, weak 

and strong – is represented and 

honoured, and directly connected 

to the endlessly renewing,                        

life-giving river. The image Durga 

comes to “inhabit” during her               

festival that the people venerate 

thus carries within it the whole 

place and the whole community, 

physically and symbolically           

present. It is an image endlessly 

made, destroyed and remade by 

the people themselves. Few         



political structures have found metaphors so emotionally compelling 

for a society in which everybody has their place. 

The power of such narratives, beliefs and rituals to sustain communities 

through danger and across centuries is a recurrent fact of history. It is a 

central part of the story of the Jews after the destruction of the Temple 

in Jerusalem in 70AD and the brutal campaigns of Hadrian; of the             

people of Ethiopia, alone in Africa in resisting the colonial invaders; 

and of the African slaves transported to the Americas. In such                

circumstances, religion offers an architecture of meaning in which                 

people may find   shelter and hope. For many today, in areas of                   

economic disruption and dysfunctional states, it may be the only                    

architecture available. And it is surely part of the reason why across 

much of the world, belief is back. 

It is a view of religion with which many Europeans struggle. It is not just 

that the rational mind rejects as scientifically untrue the theological or 

mythological frameworks of faith, or that beliefs have over millennia 

been consciously manipulated by rulers and priests to support the      

powerful, and to exclude and persecute whole sections of society. The 

Holocaust and the many moral failures of both Catholic and Protestant 

churches in the face of Nazi evil have been followed by their long                  

institutional refusals to embrace widely shared ideals of equality. Many 

find it hard to see here forces that will shape a better world, which               

perhaps explains the growing focus across the west on the individual 

quest for truth and for private spirituality. 

But this risks blinding us to the power of narratives that articulate an 

ideal, that offer fulfilment in the context of a community, make demands 

on everyone, and – above all – hold out hope. It may be a matter for                       

regret, it may represent a failure of secular politics, but it should                 

certainly be no surprise that so many societies now see in such                       

narratives of faith their best way forward.  
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney; 

Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and 

for all the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

we are asked to pray for The Church of 

Ceylon (E-P to the Archbishop of 

Canterbury), for the Diocese of 

Colombo in Ceylon, for its Bishop, The 

Rt Revd Dhiloraj Ranjit Canagasabey, 

and for the Diocese of Kurunegala - in 

Ceylon, for its Bishop, The Rt Revd 

Keerthisiri Fernando and for all their 

clergy and people.   

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person with 

us. May both our parishes be blessed 

by the link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  



Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, we remember 

especially this week all those with 

financial hardship. We ask the Lord to 

help them to trust in him in the midst of 

these difficult circumstances. 

Pray for the sick and their carers: 

Andrew; Joyce Bannister;  Margaret 

Baseley; Barry Brandy; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Scott Cameron; Peter 

Comino; Andrew Connolly; Jan Cowan; 

Rodney Chesham; Hilary  Davies; Dave 

Ernst; Fahim; Maria Fry; Florence; 

George; Paul Gibson; Grace; Frank 

Haines; Caroline Huet; Matthew; 

Margaret Hayes; Bruce Hellyer; Bishop 

Ivan Lee; Barbara Lumley; Bishop Ken 

Mason; Pamela McParlane; Wayne 

Mitchell; Jan Morgan; Y Nhan; Nicola; 

Erene O’Connor; Alister & Sally Palmer;                    

Paul Phillips; Robert; Jean Rennick; 

Malcolm Sandstrom; Steven; Jean 

Storey; Elsa Sorensen; Peter Sorensen;                    

Kevin Sutton; Nancy Thompson;                        

Reg Vine; Margaret Wheatley;                         

Bill Whittle; Bob Woods;                         

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed,  

especially Richard Gill & Anne 

Wakefield that God may grant them a 

place of refreshment, light and peace.                                                 

Pray, too, for, Ellen-Emma Barnsley, 

June Rose Betty Bayly, Robert McKenzie, 

Mavis Marie Wilkinson, Peter Laurence 

Harpley, Phyllis Lalleen Hope Lupton, 

Elizabeth Harvey Russell, Phyllis Lucy 

Wanless, Howard Ballard, Diana Savage 

and for any others whose year’s mind 

falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on 

Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Thursday 8 November  -  Saints, Martyrs, missionaries and teachers of The 

Anglican Communion  

 Friday 2 November - Leo of Rome, Bishop and teacher (d.461) 
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