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ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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  4th Sunday of Advent/ 

    The Birth of Christ

      Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am –  Parish Eucharist  

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Monday 24th                            

December at 11pm - 

Christmas Eve                

Mass 

 Tuesday 25th                       

December at 9am - 

Christmas Day Mass  

 NO MIDWEEK                   

COMMUNION                   

SERVICE TILL                   

Wednesday 30th January 

at 10.30am  

Our parish’s patron is St 

Paul the Apostle who was 

one of the early Church’s 

missionary leaders.  



Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



The Advent wreath in the church is a                      

traditional way of counting down to                      

Christmas. It has 3 purple candles, one rose             

candle and a white candle in the centre to                    

remind us of Jesus, the light of the world. It is            

always a circle to represent God’s unending love 

for us and is made of evergreen leaves to represent eternal life. 

Advent 4 

The candles representing hope, peace and joy have been lit on our            

Advent wreath. Today, we light the candle symbolising God’s amazing 

love for us. 

Dear Father God, we thank you for your boundless love for us. Help us to 

share Christ’s love with everyone we meet along the way. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen 

Christmas Day 

Gracious God, on this Christmas Day, we thank you for giving us Jesus, 

the Light of the World, who brings hope, peace, joy and love to the world 

through his own redeeming love.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

After the Gospeller introduces the Gospel Reading the acclamation              

now is: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

The Rector, Fr. James, and Dr. Helen Collins, along with Fr. Michael and 

Mrs. Antonia Deasey, together with the Church Wardens and Parish 

Councillors and the Parish Staff and Ministry Team, Ms. Rosemary 

King, Fr. Jim Pettigrew, Mrs. Sheryl Southwood, Mrs. Judith Laurence, 

Mr. Graham Norman, and Mrs. Caroline Badra extend to all                       

Parishioners and to their families and to all friends of St. Paul's every 

blessing for a Holy Christmas. May the love of God enfold you. 

I pray that, at this Christmas-tide and through the coming year, you will 

experience the love of Jesus Christ, the One who comes to us in such 

humility, and that the tenderness and gentleness of Mary, Jesus'                

Mother, will fill your lives, and that you will know the peace of God,               

Jesus' Father and our Heavenly Father, and that God's peace will 

strengthen and sustain you both now and forever more. Amen. 

With every blessing to you and your family for a holy Christmas and a 

peaceful new year. 

Thank you for the time and effort that you have devoted to preparing 

for our Services of Lessons and Carols on Saturday and Sunday as well 

as for our Services for Christmas. 

I am grateful to each of our Choir Members for your devotion to God 

and for your help in leading our beautiful worship each week.  

Sheryl is such a blessing to us and I thank you, Sheryl, for all that you 

do to nurture the offering of such fine music in praise of God each 

week. 

Sheryl, Joshua, and our wonderful Choir are a great blessing and I 

thank each of you for your contribution to our community of faith. It is 

greatly appreciated. 



I give thanks to God for our Change 

Ringers at St. Paul’s Burwood. 

At the recent Mayoral Christmas  

function the Mayor requested that the 

bells of St. Paul’s be rung during the 

function and all those present stood 

still for several minutes listening to 

our beautiful bells being rung by our 

wonderful bell ringers. 

To quote the Mayor, Cr. John Faker: 

"We want to show our community 

how wonderful St. Paul’s is and the 

contribution it makes to our               

community.” 

You are such a blessing and I pray 

that God will bless you and keep you. 

We are truly blessed to be able to 

benefit from the shared God-given 

gifts of so many others that makes St. 

Paul’s a wonderful community of faith 

that is able to be a blessing to our 

community in so many ways. Thank 

you for your part in this. 

I look forward to seeing you (all) 

again soon. 

With every blessing for a holy  

Christmas and a peaceful new year. 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

James. 
 



We are deeply grateful to all those 

who came to our busy bee to clean, 

polish, dust, and garden to make 

our Church and grounds so beauti-

ful as we celebrate the birth of our 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

We extend our heart-felt thanks to 

all who were involved in any way at 

all in preparing the Church 

grounds and the Parish Church for 

Christmas. This includes: the care 

of the grounds, preparing the fan-

tastic children's Advent Pack, doing 

odd jobs, gold, silver and brass 

cleaning, arranging of the flowers, 

dusting/cleaning/polishing, all in-

volved in providing the glorious 

music and readings and interces-

sions, morning teas, preparing altar 

linen, serving, sidespeople, bell 

ringing, and so much else both 

seen and unseen. 

Thank you for the encouragement 

of your presence throughout Ad-

vent and today.  

 

 

We extend our heartfelt congratula-

tions to Yuan and Sen Philip on the 

birth of their third daughter Elsa. 

We pray for God’s richest blessing 

to be upon Elsa and her beautiful 

parents and sisters, Eva and Ella. 

Tuesday's recital and the refresh-

ments afterwards were a  resound-

ing success. It was an excellent 

conclusion to a wonderful recital 

series. 

Madison, Thomas, and Alan sang 

and played beautifully with each                         

performing with great lyricism, 

technical brilliance, and                      

wonderfully controlled emotion 

and feeling. 

I look forward to next year's St. 

Paul’s Recital Series. 

A community organization has               

offered to give the Parish $5,000.00 

towards our providing care for 

those in need in our community. 

This is very kind of them. 



After the Processional Cross               

somehow was damaged last                

Sunday, two kind Parishioners  

have paid for the emergency               

repair work to be undertaken                      

urgently so that the Processional 

Cross was able to be used for our 

worship of the Christ Child at our 

Christmas Services. 

Thank you to Antonia Deasey for 

playing the piano at the Brighton 

at the Service of Lessons and              

Carols  

Thank you to those who helped to 

make our Services of Lessons and               

Carols such beautiful acts of                 

preparing ourselves for the Birth 

of Christ.  

Thank you to all who helped to 

provide and serve refreshments     

after the beautiful Service of                     

Lessons and Carols at St Paul’s.     

We thank Ray Brock for painting 

the base of the new stand for the               

community library.  

 

We thank all those who packed, 

collected and distributed Christ-

mas hampers. Over 100 beautiful 

hampers were given to those in 

need.  

We thank all those who have given 

to the parish pantry through the 

year but most especially at this  

Holy time.  

We thank Lucia at Bakers Delight 

for the mini Christmas cakes.  

We thank Yen & everyone from            

CP 10, the Residents from the 

Brighton and from Cardinal              

Freeman, the Parishioners from the 

Baptist Community Church and 

Bankstown Girl Guides for all the 

help with the parish pantry this 

year.  

We thank all the parishioners who 

give regularly to the pantry   

whether in kind or monetarily.  

We thank the Papastavros family 

for their contribution to the dental 

hygiene of people.  

We thank Share the Dignity for 

their contribution to feminine                   

hygiene.  

              

 



The Study Group will re-commence 

on the 5th of February, 2019.  

Please ask for 2 trays of bread rolls 

and 2 trays of loaves & 1tray of  half 

loaves & 1 tray of mixed. 

You are all doing a fantastic job. 

Having bread each week is a great 

help to everyone.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

≈ 14th January  – Fr Michael                         

≈ 21st January – Tom                                    

≈ 4th February – Gabriel 

The Parish Pantry will close on 

Thursday 20th December for the                

Christmas New Year break. 

It will reopen on Tuesday 8th                

January 2019 at 9. 30am and it will 

close at 11.30am 

The Pantry will only be open on 

Tuesdays in January. 

There are 2 designs.  

These are now available in packs of 

10 for $7 or packs of 5 for $4 

 

These are available on the trading  

table after the 9.30am service or the 

office. 

As we come to the end of the year,  

it is time to revise and revamp our               

intercession list of those who are 

sick. 

It is understandable that many on 

the list may now have recovered,                       

so we have decided to start the list 

again from scratch for 2019.   

If you would like your name or 

someone else's name to remain on 

the list, or you wish to add a name, 

please give it in writing to                    

Fr Michael.  

There will be no mid-week Eucha-

rist on the 26h of December being  

Boxing Day and throughout the 

month of January. 

The first mid-week Eucharist for 

2019 will be held on Wednesday the 

30th of January. 



Fr James, our Rector will be on 

leave from 26th of December until 

29th  of January 2019.                                                                                                                     

Caroline, Our Office Secretary will 

be on leave from 26th of December   

until Tuesday 8th of January 2019.  

Rosemary will be on leave until 

Monday 21st of January 2019. 

Fr James, Fr Michael, Rosemary and 

Caroline take this opportunity to 

wish you all a very Blessed 

Christmas and a Happy and Pros-

perous New Year 2018! 

Dear Rector James and Father, 

Hope to see you before Christmas. I 

haven’t forgotten you and the help I 

was given from church here whilst 

languishing on street. I am now in 

semi permanent accommodation.   

 

 

People like you here those days 

made it all worth it.  

Wishing you a very good Christmas 

season where ever you maybe. 

Wishing you all truly memorable 

Christmas with friends and family. 

All my heart,  

Anna  

Our warmest best wishes to all who 

celebrate birthdays in December 

including Sheryl Southwood, Joy 

Brandy, Wal Tushin, Talia Sullivan, 

Warwick Sinclair and James South-

wood – many happy returns and 

every blessing for the coming year 

-  much happiness and peace of the 

Lord be with you. 

A few sets of envelopes are still 

available from the back of the 

church – Collect a set as you leave.  

The wonderful torches and a few fans are                 

available again from the trading table. They 

are $3 each or two for $5. This could include a fan and a torch or two 

torches or two fans. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiR_8CPktbXAhVByLwKHZ1QAzcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FBlack-Wooden-Fabric-Hand-Fan%2Fdp%2FB004RB76V4&psig=AOvVaw3wQW87Dg6wt-A1t1TvM2v8&ust=1511


 

Oboist - Madison Hallworth, Tenor - Thomas Hallworth and accompanist             

Alan Hicks 

Last Tuesday’s Lunchtime Recital was                

beautiful.  The first five items were 

sung by Thomas. He sings with ease, in 

true bel  canto (beautiful singing). 

Schubert’s Fischerweise provided a 

joyful and lighthearted mood, with the technically demanding accompaniment 

acting as a ‘chorus’  to the tenor line.   

Schumann’s Three Romances op. 94 were his only work for oboe. They are 

mostly tranquil in mood, requiring extraordinary breath control. The third             

romance offers more mood changes, and the top register of the oboe rang out 

to clearly in the Church’s acoustics. Madison was in full command of her               

instrument, a poised and elegant performer. 

A first for our Recital Series, siblings performed a duet. Madison and Thomas 

chose Des  Wandrer’s Nachtlied von Goethe by Heinrich Josef Wassermann 

(Wanderer’s Nightsong). Very romantic in style, the arching melodies of both 

voice and obligato were so beautifully crafted. They demanded and received 

full attention from the audience.  

Alan Hicks is an excellent accompanist, and with Thomas and Madison,             

created an atmosphere which was dramatic, jovial and emotional.  Both                 

Madison and Thomas have great respect for their wonderful talent and enjoy 

sharing it. 

 

Programme 

Fatto inferno … Pastorello d’un povero                

Armento from Rodelinda - G.F Handel 

Il Fervido Desiderio - Vincenzo Bellini 

Fischerweise - Franz Schubert 

One Charming Night from The Fairy Queen -  

Henry Purcell 

The Cloths of Heaven - Thomas Dunhill 

Three Romances op.94 - Robert Schumann 

Des Wandrer’s Nachtlied von Goethe -             

Heinrich Josef Wassermann 



Thank you, to you, our audience, for your continued support of Music at St 

Paul's. A large audience, on such a warm December day. Please continue 

publicising our lunchtime recitals.  We only have the best artists for the best 

audience! My thanks to Fr James, Rosemary King, Jane and Bob Woods, Mary 

Purnell, Annette Green, Margaret Whittaker and Caroline Badra for their     

contribution to 2018 Lunchtime Recital  Series. 

Sheryl Southwood 

Director of Music 

ANOTHER YEAR GONE. 

 December Already! Time to put pen to paper and remind everyone that we 

are approaching the end of another year with the knowledge that we are old-

er than we were last year and the inevitability of growing older affects us as it 

does family and friends. 

BABE OF BETHLEHEM. 

Kneel before the babe of Bethlehem. Accept the truth that the Kingdom of 

Heaven is for the lowly, the simple. 

 Bring to me, the Christ child, your gifts, truly the gifts of Earth’s wisest. The 

gold, your money. Frankincense, the adoration of a consecrated life. Myrrh, 

your sharing in my sorrows and those of the world. “And they presented unto 

him Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.” May the deep religions significance of 

Christmas be accompanied by peace, love and happiness for all. 

A REFLECTION. 

 I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year “Give me light so I may 

tread safely into the unknown world.” He said to me “Go out into the darkness 

and put your hand into the hand of God, that,  shall be to you, better than a 

light and safer than a known way.” 

Barry Brandy  

December 2018 



Email from Fr James to Fr Saleem: 

Dear Fr. Saleem, 

It is lovely to hear from you and thank you for your greetings from you 

and Adma and the congregation of St. Matthew’s. 

I am glad that you have been able to use our gifts to purchase Christ-

mas gifts for the St. Matthew’s Kids and to have a Christmas party for 

the congregation – how wonderful to celebrate the birth of Christ with 

children, and gifts, and a party. 

May God bless you and the people of St. Matthew’s. We  at St. Paul’s 

pray for you all every day. 

With every blessing for a holy Christmas and a peaceful new year. 

Peace, 

James. 

Reply Email from Fr Saleem to James: 

Dear Fr. James 

Greetings to you in the most precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Greetings from me and Adma and congregation of St. Matthew's  

I would like to thank you so much and your Church St. Paul's for the 

nice gift that you send it to St. Matthew's Church during Christmas time. 

The money arrived to our bank account. I tell you some of the money I 

bought Christmas gifts to St. Matthews Kids. And the rest of money I 

will make Christmas party for the congregation. 

I wish you Merry Christmas and a  Happy New Year 

Rev. Saleem Dawani 

 



Mondays, 7:30PM – 8:30PM 

Commencing 4 February  2019 in the Chapel of Our Lady 

“I beg you to keep me in this silence so that I may learn from it 

the word of your peace                                                                                                   

and the word of your mercy                                                                                           

and the word of your gentleness to the world:                                                         

and that through me perhaps your word of peace                                                       

may make itself heard                                                                                                  

where it has not been possible for anyone to hear it for a long time.”                         

- Thomas Merton, ‘A Book of Hours’ 

All are welcome to join the newly-formed Christian Meditation group at 

St Paul’s.  This group provides a space during the week to                         

experience stillness and to be present with God in contemplation and 

community. 

The chief purpose of the group is drawn from the insights of John Main 

OSB:  

  “The all-important aim in Christian meditation is to allow God’s                     

    mysterious and silent presence within us to become more and 

    more not only a reality, but the reality which gives meaning,  

    shape and purpose to everything we do, to everything we are.”  

Participants will be invited into the practice of Christian mediation in a 

manner that is both guided and community-oriented. Each week’s 

group will commence with a teaching and guidance, followed by a time 

of silence in prayer. In our fast-paced and noisy world, all are most                 

welcome to spend time with God in silence and in community.  

 

 



     ‘A Grand for A Grand’ 

 

  

 

 

 

Our Lunchtime Recitals have been part of the Music life at St Paul’s 

since 2015. The performers are of the highest quality, some with a              

long-standing reputation, as well as our young emerging ones. Our               

audiences have enjoyed organists, chamber musicians, singers and               

instrumentalists.  

There is one group of performers who have not been part of the 

Lunchtime Recital Series. They are solo concert pianists. Why? In order 

to do justice to the extensive piano repertoire, a quality grand piano in 

top condition is needed. Also, our accompanists agree that a suitable 

grand piano is a necessity for them to support properly the soloists’ 

performances.    

After a long search for an instrument of high quality, I have found a 

Yamaha C3E Conservatory six foot grand. Having played the piano, it 

will, in my opinion, cater for our needs. We have a very small window of 

opportunity to buy this instrument.  

It has been offered to the Church by our piano tuner, Greg                           

Chamberlain. He has done all necessary refurbishment on the                       

instrument, which was made in 1986. For a price of $15,000, we will               

obtain a piano that spent the first part of its life on a cruise ship, and the 

remainder in storage. It is virtually brand new and unplayed. A new              

instrument of this quality retails at $41000. 

Our first-class performance programme will then be able to include              

solo pianists. The piano will of course also be able to be used for church 

purposes. 



We have received several donations towards the piano, including a re-

cent significant donation, and we have now reached our target of 

$15,000. 

Thank you very much to all our donors. 

Any further contributions towards the purchase of a cover for the piano 

and an adjustable piano stool would be warmly received.  The cost of the 

piano cover is $175 and an adjustable piano stool is $329. 

Account name: St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB: 032-062 

Account number: 250028 

Thank you 

Sheryl Southwood                                                                                                              

Director of Music 

            

Thank you to everyone who is continuing to drop their loose change in 

the box at the back of the church. 

Already some money has gone towards the new red burse and veil that 

we first used at Pentecost and we have now purchased our first new                 

altar cloth for the high altar.  

As our altar is narrower than some, the maker will be able to cut two 

cloths from the one length of fabric thus reducing our costs for a                   

second cloth. 

With everyone’s help, our altars will be looking wonderful by                    

Christmas and if we keep up the practice of throwing our coins into the 

box we may in time be able to carry out repairs on our wonderful                  

frontals.  

Thanks for your generosity. 



 

The flowers in the church today for our Christmas 

Celebrations are a gift of the Laurence family in 

loving memory of  

May they rest in peace and rise with Christ in glory. 

 Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual  shine upon them! 



 

 

The history of American holiday cheer obscures the difficult details of 

the nativity narrative. –  By W. David O. Taylor 

Christmas in America has never been a straightforward event. Whether 

in the privacy of our homes or in the public square, it has always been a 

conflicted affair. 

For some in our present cultural climate, it’s been a matter of religious 

liberty and a political right to be able to say “merry Christmas”                      

at Target or Walmart. For others, it’s been a matter of religious pluralism 

and political hospitality to say “happy holidays” instead. 

This pushes a portion of our society to want to abolish Christmas              

altogether. For others, the answer is to keep putting “Christ back in 

Christmas.” But maybe there is a deeper problem. 

Perhaps the problem is not whether we remember “that Jesus is the  

reason for the season,” but that the story that “Christmas in America” 

tells looks nothing like the story that Matthew and Luke tell about the 

birth of Christ and always seems to distort or to leave out essential                  

elements of the Nativity narrative. 

There’s a reason for that, of course. Christmas in America is influenced 

less by the stories of a publican and a physician—the Gospel writers 

Matthew and Luke—than by the stories of a Puritan, a princess, a poet 

and a host of painters. 

What’s needed, I might argue, is a far more radical re-conceptualization 

of the story of Christmas—what it sounds like, how it feels, where it 

takes us, and what it enables us to imagine—and for the story of                 

Matthew and Luke to redefine how Christians in America celebrate the 

“mass of Christ.” 

Perhaps what’s needed, more bluntly, is to leave the story of “Christmas 

in America” alone and for Christians to learn to celebrate the Feast of 



the Nativity. 

A puritan, a princess, a poet and plenty of painters 

The history of how we got “Christmas in America” as we know it is a long 

and complicated one that depends, in short, on four fundamental influ-

ences: the legal actions of Puritans in the 17th-century, the domestic cele-

brations of Queen Victoria, the publication of a Charles Dickens novel, 

and the work of poets and painters in the late 19th and early 20th centu-

ries. 

“Publick Notice: Christmas is Forbidden” 

Around the middle of the 17th century, Puritan leaders in New England 

made the celebration of Christmas illegal. They did so for two specific 

reasons. 

For one, the feast of Christmas involved a great deal of intemperate                  

behavior. During these long winter nights, people feasted in excess, got 

drunk, engaged in wanton sex, rioted in the streets, and barged into the 

homes of the well-to-do and demanded that they be given the best of the 

pantry. Christmas back then looked more like a frat party gone horribly 

wrong—marked by “mad Mirth and rude Reveling,” as Cotton Mather 

saw it. It was far from sweet and mild. 

Another reason the Puritans banned Christmas is that it smelled too 

much of “Popish” ceremonies. For them, the Roman Catholic “mass of 

Christ” contravened the requirement to worship only as the Bible has              

explicitly commanded. As Gerry Bowler, in Christmas in the Crosshairs, 

observes, “The only day to be kept holy, the Puritans asserted, was the 

Sabbath.” 

One public notice warned its citizens: 

The observation of Christmas having been deemed a Sacrilege, the                       

exchanging of Gifts and Greetings, dressing in Fine Clothing, Feasting 

and similar Satanical Practices are hereby FORBIDDEN, with the Offender 

liable to a Fine of Five Shillings. 



Because of the Puritan influence on this particular religious holiday, the 

United States Congress regularly met on Christmas Day from 1789 to 

1855. Public schools met on Christmas Day in Boston until 1870. The first 

state eventually to declare legal the celebration of Christmas was                    

Alabama, in 1836. 

“The very smell of the Christmas Trees" 

One year later, in 1837, Princess Victoria, the only daughter of the Duke 

and Duchess of Kent, became Queen of England. Three years later she 

married her first cousin, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. Unlike 

the English Puritans, German Protestant Christians, like Victoria’s mother 

and Prince Albert’s family, retained the historic traditions of Christmas. 

Because Victoria’s Hanoverian ancestors had already introduced the cus-

tom of Christmas tree decoration to the English court, it was not a difficult 

decision for the queen to introduce the Christmas tree to the English 

people at large. Together Victoria and Albert modeled for the people of 

the United Kingdom a family-centered celebration. This is the second key 

influence on Christmas in America. 

An entry from Queen Victoria’s journal on December 24, 1841, says this: 

Christmas, I always look upon as a most dear happy time, also for Albert, 

who enjoyed it naturally still more in his happy home, which mine,                  

certainly, as a child, was not. It is a pleasure to have this blessed festival 

associated with one’s happiest days. The very smell of the Christmas 

Trees of pleasant memories. 

As the historian Stephen Nissenbaum summarizes things in The Battle for 

Christmas, what was once marked by liturgical celebrations at church 

and festivities in the village, revolving around public rituals and civic               

activities, eventually turned into a domestic affair, revolving around a 

children-centric holiday, marked by extravagant gift-giving and, in time, 

commercial-oriented activities. 

Tom Flynn in The Trouble with Christmas adds this remarkable fact: “[It 

is] surprising how small a role the churches played in the Victorian reviv-

al. From its inception, contemporary Christmas was primarily a secular 



and commercial holiday. The parsons were as surprised as anyone 

else when after a century-long hiatus, the pews started filling up again 

on Christmas morning.” 

“I have always thought of Christmastime as a charitable time" 

Seven years after Victoria acceded to the throne, Charles Dickens 

published A Christmas Carol. With his story of ghosts of Christmas 

past, present, and future, Dickens essentially created a myth devoid of 

particulars from the Gospel narratives. This is the third influence on 

the American account of Christmas. 

For Dickens, it was the “spirit of Christmas” rather than the Spirit of 

Christ that captured his attention. Humanitarianism rather than the hu-

manity of Jesus became, for him, finally determinative. The effect of 

Dickens’s tale cannot be overestimated. As Bowler summarizes it, “He 

revived the lost medieval link between worship and feasting, the           

Nativity and Yule, and emphasized the holiday as a time of personal 

and social reconciliation.” 

Ebenezer Scrooge’s nephew speaks for the era when he remarks, “I 

am sure I have always thought of Christmas-time … as a good time; a 

kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time.” 

During Dickens’s day, working on Christmas Day was a normal thing. 

What A Christmas Carol did was to effectively shame this practice out 

of use. 

The secularization of Saint Nicholas 

The final influence on American Christmas is the work of painters,  

storytellers, and illustrators, beginning with the philanthropist John 

Pintard in the early 19th century. Hoping to inspire the virtuous habits 

of his Dutch ancestors in the people of New York City, once a Dutch                    

colonial town, Pintard campaigned to make Saint Nicholas the patron 

saint of the city. As Bruce David Forbes describes it in Christmas: A 

Candid History: 

Under Pintard’s leadership, the New York Historical Society began an 



annual Saint Nicholas Day dinner on December 6, 1810, and for the 

occasion Pintard commissioned a woodcut illustration of Nicholas, 

clothed in a bishop’s robes. 

This, for all practical reasons, would be the last time that artists would 

represent Nicholas the Bishop of Myra in his original liturgical garb. 

In 1809, on Saint Nicholas Day, the writer Washington Irving por-

trayed Saint Nicholas in his satirical book Knickerbocker’s History of 

New York flying over trees in a horse-pulled wagon and sliding down 

chimneys to deliver gifts. In 1823, a poem titled “A Visit From St. 

Nicholas” was published, describing Saint Nicholas on a sleigh with 

individually named reindeer. This poem cemented the basic features 

of the American Christmas story. 

Another influential figure of this time period is Thomas Nast, a           

German-born illustrator. In 1862, Nast drew a cartoon for Harper’s 

Weekly that represented Saint Nicholas as a small, elflike creature. 

Eventually, Nast added other details: locating his headquarters in the 

North Pole, depicting him as a toy maker with elves as assistants,              

receiving letters from children and snacks when he visited their 

homes. 

A final influence worthy of mention is the illustrator Haddon 

Sundblom. In 1931, as the Coca-Cola Company chronicles the story, 

the company wanted its soft drink campaign to show a wholesome, 

realistic Saint Nicholas, or as the Dutch called him, Sinterklass. So 

they commissioned Sundblom to develop a series of images that 

used Santa Claus. They wanted readers to encounter Santa himself, 

not just a man dressed as Santa. 

From 1931–1964, Sundblom produced at least one illustration per 

year of Santa Claus drinking a Coca-Cola. It is at this point that Santa 

Claus went global. According to Bowler, in his book Santa Claus:         

A Biography, “The overwhelming ubiquity of these advertisements … 

ensured that no rival version of Santa could emerge in the North 

American consciousness.” 



Any ties that may have remained with the Bishop of Myra in Asia Minor 

are hereafter severed in the American imagination. Nicholas the Won-

derworker has become Jolly Old St. Nick; the saint has been secularized. 

The power of a liturgical vacuum 

So what happens when the Protestant church in the 17th century evacu-

ates its worship of the celebration of Christ’s birth? A liturgical vacuum 

is created that non-ecclesial entities willingly fill. The government deter-

mines the legal shape of Christmas, the market shapes a society’s emo-

tional desires and financial expectations about the holy day, the ideal 

family replaces the holy family, and the work of visual artists shape its 

imagination, while musicians and writers fill the empty space with their 

own stories about the “magic” of Christmas. 

For instance, in 1863, not only is Santa enlisted to support the war effort, 

he is also given a partner in order to enhance his market value. In 1939, 

Montgomery Ward’s advertising men dream up a character known as 

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer in order to compete with Marshall 

Fields. The same year, President Roosevelt declares the fourth Thursday 

of the month to be Thanksgiving Day, moving the holiday forward by one 

week. This break with tradition is prompted by requests from the Nation-

al Retail Dry Goods Association to extend the Christmas shopping sea-

son. 

What happens to the church in the light of all these things? It loses its 

distinctive voice in the public square. What happens to plenty of Chris-

tians great and small? They get mad about the wrong things. What hap-

pens to the gospel stories? They get co-opted by alternate stories and 

distorted by lesser stories. What happens to the voices of the protago-

nists of Matthew and Luke? They get swamped by the noise of advertis-

ing jingles and the voices of fictional characters who invite us to “just 

believe.” 

The reason why we can’t merely put “Christ back into Christmas” is this. 

Every time we try to put a little more Jesus into the story of “Christmas in 

America,” Jesus, as it were, routinely loses. As an instance of civil reli-



gion, “Christmas in America” always aims to sanitize the Nativity sto-

ry—make it safe for public consumption. It robs Luke’s story of its sting 

by removing its scandalous elements—its songs of protest, for instance. 

In placing a crèche next to a blow-up BB8 or Frosty on the front lawn, it 

absorbs Matthew’s strange tale into a tale of generic good cheer. 

If it is true that those who tell the stories rule the world, then the story 

that “Christmas in America” tells is a juggernaut force. Thinking we can 

throw in a dash of the baby Jesus into the tale of “Christmas in Ameri-

ca” without a mutation of the God-Man baby is naïve. Believing a shout 

of “Merry Christmas” at Target will be heard as a faithful announce-

ment of angelic tidings is equally naïve. The story of Matthew the publi-

can and Luke the physician inevitably gets drowned—and drowned 

out. 

Because the story of “Christmas in America” is bound up with funda-

mental American myths, like baseball and apple pie, the difficult de-

tails of the Nativity narratives get swallowed up and repurposed by the 

nostalgic story of Americans at Christmastime. “The most wonderful 

time of the year” invariably reconstitutes the account of the birth of 

Christ “in the days of Herod.” And while “Christmas in America” is not 

all bad by any means, it involves inertias that resist the more demand-

ing story of God Incarnate and to which Christians should be alert. 

The stories of a publican and a physician 

But what would happen if the church were to become more profoundly 

shaped by the stories that Matthew and Luke tell? How might our tradi-

tions change if we attended to the whole narrative and not just to the 

highlight reel of the Nativity stories? 

For the gospel writers, the story doesn’t merely illustrate a point; the 

story is the point. If this is so, then how might the point of view of the 

narrator, the characterization of its protagonists, the settings, and the 

use of metaphors, signs, and songs show us the meaning of Jesus’ birth? 

Four fundamental characteristics imbue these stories with their               

meaning. 



First, these stories are fantastical stories. An angel repeatedly             

communicates with Joseph through dreams and in person with Mary and 

with Zechariah. An angel warns the Magi in a dream to not return to             

Herod and a host of angels appears to a group of shepherds in their 

field. A group of astrologers/astronomers see a star in the heavens and 

decide to visit Bethlehem in order to visit the child king in light of their 

celestial observations. 

We hear a lot about the magic of Christmas. But what if the magic of 

Christmas is less like the wonder of a Pixar movie (as wonderful as it is!) 

and more like the deep magic of Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia—far more 

fantastical than anything we could ever imagine? What would it mean to 

encounter afresh the awful and awe-filled news of Christ’s birth in our 

festivities? How might we taste anew the terrible and terrific word of the 

angel in our testimonies and prayers? 

Second, these are stories of hardship, loss, and pain. A child is                

conceived out of wedlock. A social stigma accompanies Joseph’s                        

decision to take Mary to be his wife. Infertility characterizes the                    

experience of Zechariah and Elizabeth. A refugee family moves away 

from family at the most inopportune time of a child’s life in order to live 

among strangers in a foreign land. A massacre of children takes place in 

the town that the holy family has fled. 

Suffering haunts every corner of the birth narratives. Pain and loss mark 

the experiences of each character in these narratives. So, yes, the                    

celebration of Christmas ought to be a merry celebration of Christ’s 

birth—marvelously merry! But perhaps Christ’s birth is an encounter 

with joy and not happiness because joy, biblically considered, can                     

account for suffering, while happiness cannot. 

Third, it’s a multi-generational, multi-cultural story. Jesus has a  

teenage mother and his cousin-once-removed, Elizabeth, is advanced in 

age. Simeon the God-Receiver and Anna the Prophetess are decidedly                      

elderly. Mary and Joseph belong to a low socio-economic class, while 

Herod belongs to an upper socio-economic class. The shepherds belong 

to a social outcast class, Zechariah to the priestly class. The Magi are 



Persian astrologers. And they all belong to the Nativity narrative. 

However else we may describe the story of Christ’s birth, we describe it 

unfaithfully if we erase all the “multi-”s: multi-ethnic, multi-linguistic,  

multi-economic, multi-cultural, and multigenerational. And in being all 

these things, it anticipates the good news of Pentecost, where the Spirit of 

God brings together a host of “multi-”s in the name of Christ. 

Fourth, it’s a story of spontaneous songs. Like characters in a musical             

theater production, the protagonists of Luke’s gospel find mere speech 

insufficient to the task of expressing their astonishing experiences. Mary 

breaks out in song in response to Elizabeth’s benediction. (It is not a 

“sweet” song.) Zechariah sings his way out of silence at the pronounce-

ment of his son’s name. (It, too, is not a “sweet” song.) The angel choir 

sings of God’s fantastic glory to a socially insignificant collection of  

shepherds, while Simeon at the sight of the Christ child. 

The experience of God’s redemption is so very extraordinary, that it 

prompts extraordinary patterns of speech—in this case, musical and lyri-

cal eruptions. As New Testament scholars like to point out, the Gospel 

was born in song. Nothing less, it seems, would befit an encounter with 

the living God. 

Celebrating the Nativity of Christ 

So how shall we then live? I might recommend two things here. 

First, enjoy in good conscience all that is good about “Christmas in 

America.” Enjoy it for both personal and missional reasons. Enjoy the 

twinkling lights that dot your neighborhood. Take pleasure in making the 

sugar cookies and homemade wreaths. Have a good laugh, or a good cry, 

by rewatching A Charlie Brown Christmas. Listen to your Bing Crosby 

and Mariah Carey records. 

Enjoy them because the grace and goodness of God are not absent from 

these things. Enjoy them because we are always, as Augustine might say, 

citizens of two cities. Enjoy them because they become a way for us to be 

wholly present to the lives—and longings—of our neighbors. 



But I also encourage us to remem-

ber that the story that “Christmas 

in America” tells is not to be              

confused with the Gospel story. 

While the former makes plenty of 

room for wonderment and kindly 

regard for our neighbors, the latter 

makes it possible for both joy and 

sorrow, both justice and mercy, to 

coexist in the redemptive tale of 

God. 

In the Matthean narrative, both the 

experience of refuge and of the 

refugee represent signs of God’s 

providential care. In the Lucan         

account, both the lowborn and the 

highborn become equal                        

participants in the drama of 

Christ’s incarnation. To know that 

our own fears and yearnings                       

belong in this story becomes a 

source of great comfort to many in 

our communities. 

 

In the end, I don’t think much good 

will come from trying “to put 

Christ back into Christmas.” I say, 

leave that story alone; it’s not worth 

the fight. Let America have its 

Christmas story. Treat it like any 

other aspect of our nation’s                   

traditions, for better and for worse. 

But I do think a great deal of good 

will come when the church learns 

to celebrate the Feast of the Nativi-

ty and to discover in this astonish-

ingly beautiful story of Christ’s 

birth the better-than-we-could-

have imagined nature of the                

gospel. 

I also believe we’d become a more 

winsome witness to a watching 

world that sorely wants to know if 

God is in fact with us—here and 

now, in this time, this place. 

 

Manjia Luo  Violin Music                                                                                                    

(Violin Into The Journey of No Man Space) won 38th 

National Songwriting Awards 2018 5th Place in                  

Instrumental.  The music released in her Violin                    

Album "Violin Feel Of Love".  

Manjia newest Piano Album for Holiday                    

Season, Healing & Inspiration "Violet Flames " -               

Angelic Instrumental" .  

To purchase a CD, contact Manjia or Pam                                                                                                   



Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of             

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............  to the                     

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                  

parish."   

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 



 Micah 5.2-5a; Either Song of Mary (Magnificat,                    

 Luke 1.47- 55) or Psalm 80.1-7; Hebrews 10.5-10;                

 Luke 1.39-45  (46-55) 

Is there greater witness to true discipleship than the deep and 

meaningful engagement of Mary through her words, “My soul 

magnifies the Lord”? Where would we be if she had said, 

“No”? What thoughts came to mind as she travelled the long 

distance from Nazareth to Ein Karem near Jerusalem to visit with Elizabeth? Did she 

have doubts? Did she have any regrets? Imagine her relief at hearing Elizabeth’s 

greeting and the affirmation afforded by John the Baptist who leapt for joy within 

the womb! What reassurances do we need in our own discipleship? What 

affirmation do we seek? 

 Pray that we may know how to say “yes” so that our souls might also magnify 

the Lord! 

 Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma), giving thanks for the 

work they do to further God’s mission in the world. 

Text: The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the 

Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa © Anglican Board of 

Collection given at St Paul’s on 

Sunday 16th December: $2119 

Other collection given:                                                                                                                                                                    

 Parish Pantry:  $110 

 New Life Centre Nepal:$50  

 Donation from Consort 8: $700 

 Donation for Kneelers: $175  

 Piano Appeal: $11,200 

Total:  $14,354.00 

Thank you for responding to 

God’s generous love.                          Thank you for your generosity.  
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney; 

Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and 

for all the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

we are asked to pray for the Diocese of 

Kubwa - ( Abuja, Nigeria), for its 

Archbishop, The Rt Revd Duke 

Akamisoko and for all his clergy and 

people.   

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person with 

us. May both our parishes be blessed 

by the link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

 



Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, we remember 

especially this week all those who are 

lonely and feeling desperate especially 

at this joyous time of the Birth of Our 

Lord. May they comforted knowing that 

God love them.  

Pray for the sick and their 

carers: Andrew; Joyce Bannister;  

Margaret Baseley; Barry Brandy; John 

Burns; June Cameron; Scott Cameron; 

John Carey; Peter Comino; Andrew 

Connolly; Jan Cowan; Rodney 

Chesham; Tarryn Harris; Hilary  Davies; 

Dave Ernst; Fahim; Maria Fry; Florence; 

Raelene Paul-Furley; George; Paul 

Gibson; Grace; Shirley Gregory; Frank 

Haines; Caroline Huet; Matthew; 

Margaret Hayes; Bruce Hellyer; Bishop 

Ivan Lee; Barbara Lumley; Bishop Ken 

Mason; Pamela McParlane; Wayne 

Mitchell; Jan Morgan; Y Nhan; Nicola; 

Erene O’Connor; Alister & Sally Palmer;  

Paul Phillips; Robert; Jean Rennick; 

Malcolm Sandstrom; Steven; Jean 

Storey; Elsa Sorensen; Peter Sorensen;                    

Kevin Sutton; Nancy Thompson;                    

Reg Vine; Margaret Wheatley;                         

Bill Whittle; Bob Woods;                         

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed,  

especially Brent Corish and Robert 

Webb that God may grant them a place 

of refreshment, light and peace.                                                 

Pray, too, for, Karina Venteman, 

Rosina Raisbeck, Harry Salisbury, 

Audrey Elaine Darke, Trevor Herbert 

Curtis, Ivia Walker, Fr Tony Wood and 

for any others whose year’s mind falls 

around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

There will be no midweek communion between Christmas and the 

New Year. The First Communion Service will be on Wednesday 30th 

January 2019  

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Tuesday 25 December – The Birth of Our Lord - Christmas Day  

 Wednesday 26 December –  Stephen, Deacon & First Martyr 

 Thursday 27 December – John, Apostle & Evangelist  



 

 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mrs Sheryl Southwood 

                                   Organist     Mr Joshua Ryan 

 Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 
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