W


Monday 11th March at
7.30pm-8.30pm in the
Chapel of Our Lady –
Christian Meditation Group



Tuesday 19th March at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital Students from the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music





Tuesday 12th March at
7.30pm in the Rectory–
Lenten Study

ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。

Sunday 10th March 2019 First Sunday in Lent

Sunday 24th March at
11.45am in the Large Hall AGM

Welcome to worship...


8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Litany in Procession and Parish
Eucharist



Friday 29th March Parish bus trip



Tuesday 16 April at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital Judith Rough – Soprano,
Nicole Smeulders - Contralto

and John Martin – Pianist
Music by Dvořák and

Rachmaninov



ELCOME TO

Tuesday 21 May at 1.15pm 
Lunchtime Recital Violinists from the Sydney

Conservatorium of Music

Welcome! We are glad you have found us! P.3
Demonstrating the love of Christ in our
Community

p.5

English Literacy Classes

p.7

Playgroup

p. 8

And Much More…

First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to
the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.
As you take your place in your pew,
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

through the ministries of St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Burwood. To that
end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church
We affirm that through God’s
commits to the welcome and
redeeming love for all, we are one in
inclusion of all persons as children of
Christ. We respect the inherent and
God and declares itself to be a
valuable contributions each member
welcoming community of faith.
makes to the Body of Christ. We
celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and
Each Sunday in Lent an ABM Lenten
dignity of all persons of any age,
Envelope will be distributed to you.
gender, gender identity, gender
You may like to use this envelope
expression, race, ethnic origin,
weekly to contribute to the wider
economic reality, family status,
ministry of the Church through the
sexual orientation, diverse ability, or work of the Anglican Board of
social status. We believe that through Missions (Australia). Just return the
Christ we are being included and
envelope in the Collection Bag each
welcomed by God and one another. Sunday. If you would like a receipt for
As we journey towards inclusion,
tax purposes please send the
we proclaim this welcome to all
Envelope directly to:
God’s people, especially to those
ABM as shown on the envelope.
who have known the pain of
exclusion and discrimination within Lent provides us with a wonderful
opportunity to give to the outreach
the church, affirming that no one is
of the Church outside of Burwood.
excluded or condemned. We invite
all persons to journey with us as we
discover the call of God on our lives

(a) to receive the declarations of those persons then present
(b) to determine whether a quorum is present
(c) to elect a minute secretary
(d) to receive apologies
(e) to receive notification of the name of the person appointed by the
minister as a warden
(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to be wardens
(g) to determine whether or not qualified persons should be elected as
members of the parish council and if in the affirmative:
(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 elected persons, and
(ii) to elect qualified persons to be those members
(h) to elect parish nominators
(i) to elect a qualified person or persons to the office of auditor of the
financial statements and accounts of the wardens, and
(j) to receive a report about ministry within the parish from the minister
(k) to receive a report from the wardens about the exercise of wardens’
functions
(l) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial
statements of the wardens
(m) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial
statements of the trustees of Blacket House
(n) to make such recommendations as it may wish on any matter
connected with the business of the church or parish, including any matter
which it is appropriate for the wardens or parish council to deal with
(o) to give directions as to the confirmation of the minutes of the meeting
at or after its conclusion

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
How do we at St Pauls demonstrate the love of Christ to each other
and to our neighbour?
This is happening more and more. It seems that every week more is
happening and that’s because people are reaching out to respond to
God’s call. Years ago Jude Laurence saw a need for young mums to have
somewhere to meet and bring their babies and small children to
socialise with others. And so the Playgroup was born. Six or seven years
later it is a thriving outreach with an excellent reputation in the district as
one of the better Play Groups in the area.
For several years now St John of God Hospital in Burwood has contributed
to the purchase of play equipment for the children and just recently has
given a most substantial donation to Play group. Even though no one is
asked to make any financial donation to keep the play group going, it has
sustained itself financially without seeking funds from the parish.
You have already heard about the Parish Pantry which has been
operating for a similar length of time. Parishioners have very thoughtfully
contributed much of the food that has been given away and some
donations have been made, but again we are very proud to say that no
money from the offertory has been drawn down for this purpose.
Community Hubs and Life Jacket incur no cost to the parish community
but have provided services to people in need. This year we will go into
the third year of running the Community Hubs which are open to anyone
who has need of the services offered, and certainly people from the
parish have availed themselves of these opportunities. Here we are ably
assisted by David Ip and his team from Anglicare.

As the names suggests Life Jacket started out providing blankets, sleeping bags and warm coats (Life Jacket) for street people of the inner city.
This was the brain child of Dr Bob Woods, which over time has expanded to provide a range of items that meet needs of rough sleepers and
street people. All goods that are given away come by way of donation.
Dr Jane Carrick, Tara Cordina and Jane Cordina work very hard to make
sure that we always have quality clothing items to offer and meet the
needs to these people as and when we can. We now have a huge team of
people that distribute this clothing whenever we go.
In order to further meet these peoples’ needs we have added a vet clinic
to this team. Dr David Hughes and his team from Concord Veterinary
Hospital are now regular attendees, administering vaccinations, worming treatments and general check ups as well as giving out dog and cat
food, collars, leads and dishes. They are now an integral party of the
team.
Good Choice Dental Clinic have come on board this year, offering free
dental check ups, cleaning and fluoride treatments along with a full set
of mouth X Rays. They are able to refer on people who need further
treatment.
Just this week we have started an English literacy class and a computing
skills class. With the help of Michael Ng, from Jodi McKay’s office the
English literacy class got off to a flying start with 7 more people than
expected turning up. This is an important connection with the growing
Chinese community in Burwood. Kerin Brown and Margaret Whittaker
have put in a great deal of planning to ensure its success.
The Computing skills class will commence later this week and will be
run by Marg Harris, supported by Pete and Lynn. 10 computers have
been supplied free of charge by Open Arms – A Little Helping Hand and
a further three from Wayne Greenwood’s company.
Maybe you have noted that both of these classers are being run by
members of the Choir.

It is such a privilege to work and worship with so many caring people,
so many people who genuinely love and help their fellow people. But
let’s not fall into complacency and let someone else do the heavy lifting,
let us keep up the hard work knowing in our hearts that we have genuinely tried to keep the two great commandments. For it is by being a
part of this parish you show love to our fellows.
Photo 1

This week saw the beginning of our
English Literacy classes. People
came from all over the district to
attend, twelve in all. (We were only
expecting five.)
In the first photo we see Margaret
Whittaker aiding two women.
In the second photo Kerin is
congratulating another woman for
getting 100% on a work sheet
activity.
Not being able to communicate
confidently in the language of your
new country can make this very
difficult for a person.
Those of us who have travelled in
countries where English is not
spoken know only too well how
difficult it can be to make yourself
understood.

Photo 2

Each Monday morning children,
their parents and grandparents
come together for a time of play
and community. There are a
variety of activities including
craft, singing, climbing on play
equipment and just generally
having a good time. Each week
the activities are varied and the
educational merit of every activity is carefully considered.
The Play Group is ably managed
by Angela Gregory and assisted
by Judith Laurence. During
activities Manjia Luo quietly plays
the piano in the background with
In the front you can see Hugo
gently sets a lovely tone to the
Laurence with a line on toy
group.
vehicles and in the background is
Stephen Laurence holding his
grandson Samuel.

Our sound system has been thoroughly checked by RØDE Microphones
and also our parishioner, Glenn Leembruggen, and is in perfect
working order. However, the band width which our system operates on
is exactly the same as for all Wi-Fi. It is the Wi-Fi that is causing the
problems and RØDE Microphones are very kindly considering options
to improve the system.
Can you please turn your mobile off or select flight mode. Thank you.

Christian Meditation at St Paul’s

The next bus trip. It will take place

on Friday 29th March leaving at
8.30am from near the church. We
shall visit Newcastle Cathedral and
All are welcome to join this
St Peter’s Hamilton. A paper bag
newly-formed Christian Meditation lunch will be provided.
group. This group provides a space Cost: $60
during the week to experience
For more details , please see bus
stillness and to be present with
trip form on page 20.
God in contemplation and
community.
Forms are available at the back of
the church or in the church office.
Participants will be invited into the
practice of Christian mediation in a
manner that is both guided and
Our Regional Bishop, Bishop
community-oriented. Each week’s Michael Stead, will be with us on
group will commence with
Sunday 2nd of June, 2019, and we
teaching and guidance, followed
hope to have a Confirmation
by a time of silence in prayer. In
Service that day at the 9.30 a.m.
our fast-paced and noisy world, all Choral Eucharist. Are you, or
are most welcome to spend time
anyone that you know, interested in
with God in silence and in commu- being Confirmed, Received into
nity.
the Anglican Communion,
Mondays, 7:30PM – 8:30PM in
the Chapel of Our Lady

Everyone is welcome to join the
Lenten Study on Tuesday nights in
the Rectory at 7.30 p.m. as we
reflect on The Cross An Australian
Journey with the beautiful text and
paintings by Sr. Helen Barnes, RSJ.

Admitted to Communion, or
Baptized? Please speak with
Fr. James, Fr. Michael, or Rosemary
if you are, or anyone that you know
is, interested in being Confirmed,
Received into the Anglican
Communion, Admitted to
Communion, or Baptized.

David Russell has very kindly
agreed to conduct the Choir for
services on Ash Wednesday and
We are organizing this retreat at St
the First Sunday in Lent. Jeremy
Mary’s Towers Retreat Centre at
Southwood will then conduct the
Douglas Park over the weekend
choir until my return.
5 – 7th July 2019.
I am most grateful to both David
Please keep the dates free and
and Jeremy and I thank them very
wait for more details shortly. We
much.
hope this will be something you
will interested in.
- Sheryl Southwood

≈ 11th March – Gabriel
≈ 18th March – Margaret
≈ 25th March – Antonia
≈ 1st April – Tom
≈ 8th April– Kerin
≈ 15th April – Gabriel
≈ 22nd April (Easter Monday) –
No bread
≈ 29th April – Margaret
≈ 6th May – Tom
≈ 13th May – Kerin
≈ 20th May – Gabriel
≈ 27th May – Margaret
≈ 3rd June – Antonia

I will be taking leave from Sunday
3rd March for a few weeks. I will
be in hospital for part of that time. I
am well, and I look forward to
resuming my work.

During the season of Lent our
worship takes on a more sombre
tone – purple vestments are used,
the are no flowers in the parish
church, the Gloria is omitted, and
we refrain from using the
“alleluias”.
We use a special form of the
Gospel Acclamation as below:
Gospeller: Praise to you, Lord
Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!
Gospeller: The acclamation verse
is read.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!

These are the last words of
St. David of Wales (c. 512 – 587).

The flowers by the Baptismal Font
today are in loving memory of

We give very special thanks to all
the people who make our Parish
what it is by being steadfast and
doing the little things that matter...
Our Director of Music, Choir, and
Organist and Musicians, our Bell
May he rest in peace and rise
with Christ in glory.
Ringers, our Archivists, The Office
Secretary, Sacristan, Servers and
Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord,
Crucifers and Acolytes, Thurifers
and let light perpetual shine upon
and Boat Carriers, Cleaners and
him!
Polishers and Flower Arrangers,
those who care for the Altar linen
and purificators, those who are making our new kneelers, Side-persons
and Welcomers and Tea and Coffee Makers, Gardeners and Handypersons and Caretakers, Children's Church Teachers and Helpers, Play
Group Leaders and Helpers, Youth Group Leaders, Wardens and Parish
Councillors, our Lay Readers, Lay Assistants, and our Clergy, our Lay
Minister, Visiting Clergy, Honorary Clergy, Preachers and Speakers, our
Intercessors and Bible Readers, and to those who have no special role
but just step in, at a moment’s notice, to do what needs to be done.
Thank you so much, everyone.

Sam Giddy has agreed to serve as our Organist until Easter. We hope
that Sam will be able to continue serving as our Organist after this time.
We warmly welcome Sam to St. Paul’s and pray for God’s blessing to be
upon Sam as he completes his studies and as Sam discerns where God
is calling him to serve after this.

As of this Sunday we are going to reintroduce The Offertory which is
core part of our worship as we present ourselves (represented by the
bread and wine – the common holy things of God) to God which God
graciously accepts as a token of our humble offering of ourselves as a
living sacrifice and through which God chooses to be present with us in
the Body and Blood of his Son Jesus Christ.
Parishioners will bring the elements of bread and wine up from the
body of the Church to the Sanctuary for the Prayer of Consecration at
the beginning of the Offertory Hymn.
Re-instituting the Offertory would be a very nice way to include more
people and take the focus off the Collection and put it back on the
offering of ourselves as a living sacrifice to God as represented in the
bread and the wine – which God so graciously receives and transforms
Once we have become accustomed to this practice we will also have the
collection plates in the centre aisle near the Font as people enter so they
put their offering in as soon as they arrive. The plates are then
taken up during the Offertory hymn after the bread and wine.
Welcomers could bring up the collection along with but after those who
bring up the elements of bread and wine as soon as the Offertory Hymn
(after all, it is called the Offertory Hymn and not the collection hymn)
commences.
Every serious scholar of the liturgy, not just dilettantes whose sole
interest in the liturgy is in arcane elements alone that suit their personal
disposition and biases, from Dom Gregory Dix on maintain the central
place and vital importance of The Offertory in our liturgy. In the
Christian Tradition from the earliest days (say from around 55 AD and
probably before when it is clear that the early Church worshipped God
in a way pretty much the same as we do now) The Liturgy of the Word
(taken from the Jewish Synagogue worship) was interwoven to The
Liturgy of The Sacrament (the Sacrament of the Body and Blood
of Christ) through The Offertory which is quite literally at the centre of
our liturgy.

Cranmer’s great contribution to
the liturgy was to prune all of the
arcane and superstitious nonsense
out and to restore the liturgy to the
true and ancient form that unites
us to the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church. This is the
shape of the liturgy that we at St.
Paul’s faithfully observe as we
worship the Word spoken and the
Word broken and I will not have
this liturgy dumbed down nor will
I have it tarted up – as I said last
Sunday, although I am a cradle
Anglican I choose to remain an
Anglican because our worship is
beautiful and our worship inspires,
challenges, and compels us to love
our neighbour.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all
creation, for through your
goodness we have received the
wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human
hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.
The people’s response to both
prayers remains, “Blessed be God
forever.”

These prayers over the bread and
wine are very important, because
they express the sacramental
reality of the sacred liturgy.
Through our human work amidst
creation, we offer back to God
what is already His (the new
translation highlights that we first
"received" these gifts from Him),
The following is the new
and He brings it to its heavenly
translation of the prayer spoken
fulfilment. In an overarching sense,
when the priest lifts the paten
this applies to our entire Christian
(the sacred vessel that holds the
lives on earth. Just as the bread
unleavened bread):
and wine become Christ’s Body
Blessed are you, Lord God of all
and Blood, we look forward to our
creation,
resurrection in glorified bodies
(as we profess in the Creed), and
for through your goodness we
have received the bread we offer also to the perfection of all
you: fruit of the earth and work creation in the heavenly Jerusalem.
of human hands, it will become
for us the bread of life.
And this will be the new prayer at
the lifting of the chalice:

In the Offertory we offer ourselves to God as a living sacrifice. God graciously accepts this gift, represented in the bread and the wine, and
makes something beautiful of them.
Sin is alienation from God, self, and others.
Therefore the Greeting of the Peace is a sign of our reconciliation,
through Christ’s sacrifice, with God, self, and others, and is a integral
part of our worship of God.

As a child I was taught always to whisper or speak quietly in church,
except when joining in acts of public worship, and only to speak at all
other times when absolutely necessary. The church building was a
holy place, where people came to pray and to wait upon God in
silence, and to engage in chatter was to show both a lack of respect for
God and a lack of consideration for other worshippers.
St. Basil, one of the great preachers of the early church, lamented
people who “hurry to church, but when they arrive pay no heed to the
word of God, but smiling and shaking hands with each other they turn
the house of prayer into a place of endless gossiping. They miss the
sacred opportunity to speak God's glory in his temple, and they are a
distraction to their neighbours by turning their attention away from God
to themselves.”
What is our purpose in coming to worship. We do come to enjoy
fellowship with other members of the congregation, but that isn’t why we
gather; rather, we come together to worship God. Basil puts his
finger on the point when he draws attention to the two directions of
worship. We come to listen to what God has to say to us, and to offer him
thanks and praise for what he has done for us. True fellowship springs
out of our common experience of worship. When, however, we focus our
attention primarily on our meeting with one another, it tends to become

more a meeting with like-minded individuals or friends than with fellow
-worshippers, with all the dangers of exclusive groups within the wider
congregation. There is wisdom in the old adage: “Before the service
talk to God; during the service let God talk to you; after the service talk
with one another.”
Most of us are so caught up with the multitudinous activities of daily life
that we find we have to make some effort to “tune in” to God in church.
A good way to begin is to respect the attempt of others to do so, and not
put impediments in their way.
I also want St. Paul’s to be a place where children are welcome and
where babies can cry otherwise we will die out and that would be
contrary to the will of God and most irreverent!
We are blest to have our young families attend and it is a source of great
encouragement to me that we are seeing so many children in our
worship. It is our duty to nurture new generations of Anglican
Christians and if they aren’t welcome at St. Paul’s then we will have
failed them and God.
Surely our worship of God, as Jesus commands us, is to help us to love
our neighbour. I John 4:20 reminds us that:
Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot
love God whom they have not seen.
Surely our worship of God should make us kinder, gentler, more
understanding, and more loving.
God is breathing new life back into the Parish and it is essentially
because we are turning to God in humility, not arrogance, and
reaching out to our community with the love of God.
I do not believe for a moment that God wants St. Paul’s to close and I
thank God for you and for those whom God has called here to help
build up this very clunky and rather lovely Parish.

Thank you to Jane Carrick and
Rosemary King for making
beautiful waffles and pancakes
for our scrumptious Shrove Tuesday meal.
Thank you to everyone who made
a fitting and beautiful way to begin
our Lenten journey of seeking to
follow Christ in the way of
self-giving love.
Thank you to all our volunteers
who clan and garden for us.

the Rector and Wardens of the
Anglican parish of St Paul,
Burwood, to be used at their
absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish."

If you would like to make a
donation to the Parish for the
upkeep and maintenance of the
Heritage building it can be done
through the National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St
Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood

Over the years the parish has
benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they
have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their
death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills
by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that
generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well
maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest
are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I
bequeath the sum of $............ to

Or
Direct Credit to the above name
with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney
NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope and label with National
Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.

List of items most needed for the
parish pantry:
Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter
chicken, Green chicken curry,
Chicken satay, etc





For the kitchen:


Washing up liquid



Boxed meals



Paper towels



Tins of corned beef, spam,
ham;



Chux



Sponges



Sugar;

For the laundry:



Boxes of Cereals





All Day Breakfast by Heinz;

Health



Tinned tuna, sardines,





Harvest Meals in a tin
eg Vegetables and Sausages
Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant
potato, pasta, spaghetti





Tinned corn



Tinned vegetables



Sweet & savoury biscuits;



Tinned fruit



Rice Cream



Pasta sauces

Washing powder

Shampoo & Conditioner

EACH WEEK WE RUN OUT
OF :


CEREALS



SUNRISE MEALS IN A
BOX



SPAM AND CORNED
BEEF



COFFEE



SUGAR

The wonderful torches and a few fans are
available again from the trading table. They are
$3 each or two for $5. This could include a fan and a torch or
two torches or two fans.

When we started collecting loose change to improve our altar linen last
year, our initial aim was to have new altar cloths for the main altar and
the north chapel for Christmas. Thanks to everyone's generosity we
have been able to purchase the first altar cloth and are well on the way
to the second altar cloth. We will then look at repairs and replacement
of some of our older vestments as well as ensuring our supply of
everyday linens such as purificators and corporals is also maintained.
Again many thanks and please feel free to continue ridding yourself of
those annoying little coins by putting them in the blue box at the back.

Collection given at St Paul’s last
week: $2408
Other collection given :
– Parish Pantry: $60
– Building Fund: $10
– New Life Centre Nepal: $50.00
Total amount given from: $2528
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

St Paul’s Anglican Church
205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood

LUNCHTIME RECITALS
Tuesday 19 March 2019
1.15pm - 1.45pm
VIOLINISTS
EMILY WATSON
AND NICOLE KIM
WITH

PAUL CHEUNG
ACCOMPANIST
MUSIC BY MOZART AND TCHAIKOVSKY

Entry by donation
Light refreshments will follow in the Rectory

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019
1.15pm – 1.45pm
March 19

Violinists Emma Watson and Nicole Kim,
students of Dr Goetz Richter AM, Associate
Professor and Chair of Strings at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music and Director for the
Sydney Symphony Orchestra.
Accompanist - Paul Cheung

April 16

Judith Rough – Soprano, Nicole Smeulders Contralto and John Martin – Pianist
Music by Dvořák and Rachmaninov

May 21

Alan Hicks Piano Trio

June 18

Conservatorium students

July 23
August 20

Joshua Ryan – Assistant Organist,
St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney
Conservatorium students

September 10

Artist. Tentatively booked TBC

October 15

Conservatorium students

November 5

James McDonald – Guitar

November 19

Christopher Harris – Baritone

December 17

Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano

The calling of the first disciples
Read Matthew 4:18-22
Peter would not have been in a position to initiate church growth at the point
of his calling, but Jesus spotted the potential that lay within him.
How might your potential and personal gifts be used to serve God in the
Church and the world?
Prayer
Lord help us to believe that we are all ordinary people made extraordinary
through your vision and your power.
Take our insecurities and feelings of inadequacy, and give us the courage to
see ourselves and others as you see us, with gifts and potential to transform
your world and build your Kingdom. Amen
The calling of Mary Magdalene
Read John 20:1-18
Mary was charged by the Risen Jesus to be the first Christian evangelist: not
to hold onto Jesus and string out the glory of that extraordinary moment (as
the apostles had earlier tried to do on the Mount of Transfiguration), but to go
and share her story.
The idea of evangelism can be daunting, but in the Gospels it was very simple – just talking to someone else about the life that faith in Jesus can bring.
How might you help each other to take the fear out of faith-sharing, so as to
make it joyous and accessible?
Prayer
Lord, you call us by our names.
Help us to be confident in our own unique identity. To find opportunities to
develop our specific gifts and our passions.
Enable us to hear and recognise the call of Jesus in our lives, and those of
others.

Help us to find appropriate and
life-giving ways to spread your Good
News in a way which draws others to
you and helps them experience your
radical and extraordinary love. Amen

The calling of David

The calling of the seventy

This Bible passage reminds us that
David was a shepherd, the ‘runt’ of
the family, apparently unqualified for
the role, and yet the person called by
God - something that came as a
surprise even to the mighty Samuel
himself. Perhaps it was something
about his care for his flock, making
him the forerunner of our great Good
Shepherd.

Read Luke 10:1-12, 17-21
Joy is the overriding emotion in this
chapter of Luke (just as in much of
Luke’s writings). Responding to a
vocation provides a huge sense of
purpose in one’s life.
How do you cultivate an ethos of
security and adventure in your
Christian life?

Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Do you feel an unlikely person to
fulfil a calling in the Church or world?

Samuel was convinced God had
chosen the immediately obvious,
Are there opportunities to get
handsome, physically strong sons of
involved in having a go at ministry in Jesse, but God had other ideas.
your Church?
Are there other hidden people who
How might you help foster links
might be encouraged to think more
between your church and your com- about what vocation means for them?
munity?
Are you one of them?
Prayer
Lord, enable your church to be the
safe harbour as we search and
explore a vocation in life and in
ministry.
Help it to be the lighthouse too,
enabling us all to navigate our lives
with skilfulness and joy, risking an
adventure in Christ as we follow his
leading, believing against the odds
that we will discover the vitality of a
new vocation. Amen

What are you passionate about in
terms of serving God? Are you a
pioneer, keen to start something new,
or does your passion fit within the
existing structures of your local
church, the wider church or the
community beyond?
Prayer
God who calls us all to contribute to
your Kingdom,

Take our insecurities and vulnerabilities and weave them through with your
holy confidence, which always reassures us that we have something to offer.
As we explore what you are asking of us, we pray for integrity of heart,
clarity of mind, and a yearning to love and serve others wherever that may
take us;
For deep peace about this next step, and for God’s Light in our eyes. Amen.
The calling of Esther
Read Esther 4:1-14
Are you struggling to see how you can use the expertise and experience
you’ve built up over the years to further the work of God?
It is likely you are already making a huge difference, or could do. How can
we help and encourage each other to understand how this is happening?
How might we see each other as a ‘means of grace’ for others?
Is God using someone prophetically or creatively so as to bring a new
perspective to a job or situation, even where they seem to be swimming
against the tide? How might we be strengthened and better equipped to do
this?
In Esther’s story we see the power of speech being used to change the
course of history. How might that same power be released, given the
courage required in speaking of God?
Prayer
God of every aspect of our lives,
Help us to hear clearly what you are asking of us each day, whatever
situation we find ourselves in.
You are the God who calls us to stay where we are or to move at your
bidding: to seek and speak courageously, sharing your love, defending the
vulnerable and bringing dignity to those who have no voice.
Help us to sense your presence, in perseverance and in hope, in those
everyday places which can be continuously renewed by your grace. Amen



Deuteronomy 26.1-11; Psalm 91.1-2, 9-16;
Romans 10.4-13; Luke 4.1-15

Today is coincidently the First Sunday of Lent – the
remembrance of Jesus going into the wilderness for 40 days
– and Valentine’s Day – where couples all over the Western
world celebrate romantic love by being together and
exchanging gifts. Out of love for his people Jesus ventures into the desert to fast
and to pray – alone, and in this he is confronted with all the desires and difficulties
that his human nature throws to him. In this he prevails because of his
righteousness and shows us that there is no real love without sacrifice. We ought to
remember this message on our Lenten journey and especially today.


Pray that we might have the strength to be able to follow the example of Jesus
in sacrificing for those whom we love.



Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe,
remembering especially the Religious Orders within the Church – The Society
of the Holy Cross (Seoul), the Order of St Benedict (Busan), the Daughters of St
Francis (Busan) and the Society of St Francis (Gangwando)

Text:

The Rev Will Johnston © Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Anointing of the Sick is available at any of our Services.
In James 5: 14-15 we read:
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders
of the church and have them pray over them, anointing
them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. (NRSV)
If you would like to be anointed and to be prayed for then please ask one of
the Priests in the Parish so that you can be anointed during any of our Services.
The Wednesday mid-week Eucharist includes prayers for healing every
week.

Synod approves change to ease
burden on rural priests, who may
have up to 20 churches
The Church of England has
dropped a centuries-old
requirement for all churches to
hold weekly Sunday services.

of Sunday services in “every
parish church”, the rule will now
say “morning and evening prayer
shall be said or sung in at least one
church in each benefice”.
It adds: “Each service shall be said
or sung distinctly, reverently, and
in an audible voice.”

Pete Broadbent, the bishop of
Willesden, who leads a task group
simplifying and modernising the
Its general synod, meeting in
rules governing daily church life,
London this week, formally
said the move was intended to
approved a change to canon law to
bring canon law in line with
relax the requirement for morning
practice.
and evening prayer in every
parish church every Sunday.
“At the moment if you have 12
The change, which will also apply
to services of Holy Communion,
will mainly affect parishes with
small and declining congregations
in rural areas.
Most rural priests have multiple
benefices, with some in charge
of up to 20 churches, but were
required to maintain regular
services even if only a handful of
worshippers turned up.
The synod voted overwhelmingly
in favour of of the change. Instead

parishes you need a special
dispensation [from the bishop] not
to hold morning and evening
prayers in every church,” he said.
The change would make “honest
people” of clergy, who were
already flouting the technicality of
the law.
“People can’t look after loads of
parishes, but [canon] law doesn’t
recognise that reality.”
In 1960, only 17% of churches
were in multi-parish groups, but

by 2011 the proportion had swollen to 71%, clustered in rural areas,
according to C of E data.
Some dioceses covering rural areas where there are shortages of
priests are looking at ways to increase the role of lay members in
services.
The legal change was unanimously supported by bishops and clergy.
Among lay members of the synod, two people voted against it and one
abstained. It will now be sent to the Queen for royal assent.
A C of E spokesperson said: “Sunday worship continues to be central to
the Church of England’s ministry. The recent adaptation is designed to
make it easier for multi-church parishes who rotate services between a
group of churches.
“This is often already the case in rural parishes where it is impractical to
hold weekly services in every church. This reflects the movement over
the past 200 years of people from the country to cities.
“The Church of England now has a great variety of services throughout
the week, with midweek services increasing in popularity.”

Archbishop Philip Freier Primate of the Anglican Church & Archbishop of
Melbourne to address the ANGLICANS TOGETHER 2019 ANNUAL
DINNER on:
Tuesday 19th March at 7.00pm for 7:30 pm start at the Gadigal Room,
City Tattersalls Club, 194–204 Pitt Street, Sydney
Cost: $75 pp ($70 conc)
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL. Tickets at: www.anglicanstogether.org

Australia's most famous teacher and "Local hero of the Year"
chats with TMA about faith and life
Eddie Woo has won many titles, including “Australia’s most famous teacher”
and “Local Hero of the Year”, but the one closest to his heart is simply: servant of Jesus.
Currently touring Australia with the Life@Work conference, Mr Woo first
came to public notice in 2012, when he started posting videos online for a
student who was sick with cancer.
His online Wootube channel, which boasts a range of mathematical teaching
material, has over 100,000 subscribers and has attracted more than nine
million views worldwide.
The head maths teacher at Cherrybrook Technology High School in Sydney,
Mr Woo has also won many awards for his teaching ability and community
service, including the Australia’s Local Hero Award at the 2018 Australian of
the Year Awards and a place in the top 10 in the Global Teacher Prize.
He also gave the NSW Australia Day address in Sydney in 2018, the first time
a teacher has done so.
And yet, as Mr Woo told TMA, the type of public success and recognition
that he has experienced should not be the goal for a Christian.
“The character and intent of the way Christians work is very different,” said
Mr Woo, 33.
“[Secular people] might work very hard but they’re going to be doing it for
their own self-aggrandisement … Christians aim to serve the people around
us, not to make a name for ourselves.
I’m going to be talking [at the conference] about the ways in which we can
serve God by means of our day-to-day profession and also how to do that in
a way which is not just diligent but also commends God in the way we conduct ourselves.”
For the Christian, making money is not a goal in itself but about believing in
a providing God, as described in Matthew 6:33, he said.

“The New Testament says seek first God’s kingdom and all these things will
be provided to you,” said Mr Woo.
While it is important to provide for one’s family, many Christians go too far,
“chasing money and not prioritising it above service.”
“Christ clearly calls us to radical service and it is one of the primary distinguishing factors between us and the rest of the world.”
The theme of the Life@Work conference, an initiative of the City Bible Forum,
is “Distinctive: The power of an attractive life in the workplace”.
Mr Woo said he would be mentioning three key Bible passages in his presentation: Jeremiah 29, Colossians 3:23 and 1 Corinthians 9.
Jeremiah 29 addresses the seeming paradox of God’s people being called to
be “set apart and holy” while at the same time being called to be “a part of
the culture”.
“Jeremiah warns his people to ignore the false prophets who are telling them
to stay outside the city, but instead tells them to do exactly the opposite – to
seek the welfare of the city in which they live, even a secular one. In that city’s
welfare we find our own,” he said.
“There’s a call for engaging with the culture – not just working hard and remaining separate from it.
“I’m using my work to get on the front foot and interface with the culture rather than being isolationist about it.”
The Colossians passage urged the slaves of the Roman Empire to submit to
their masters and work at their jobs “with all your heart, as working for the
Lord not for men”.
While modern-day workers were not slaves, “it’s very important that we restore that idea of living a quiet and gentle life,” said Mr Woo. “We’re not here
to rebel against the authority placed over us.
“A lot of slaves in Paul’s day might have been thinking well, can we just ignore
our earthly masters and Paul’s answer was a very violent no, by no means.”
In the Corinthians passage, the Apostle Paul describes how he could have
asked the churches to support him, but instead chose to work.

“1 Corinthians 9 is also very important in the way that Paul views his work,”
said Mr Woo. “He’s a tentmaker, so that he can support his ministry through
that. He didn’t have to do that.”
Mr Woo used to go to St Paul’s Anglican Church in Carlingford, Sydney, but
now attends Castle Hill Baptist Church. However, he said attachment to a
denomination was not important to him.
“I’m an evangelical,” he said. “The most important thing about me is that I
give the Bible supreme authority.”
As a Christian working in the Government education system – where proselytising of students is banned – Mr Woo has his own challenges in dealing
with the secular world.
He likens his situation to that of the prophet Daniel, who was a faithful Jew
while serving at a high level in the aggressively pagan Babylonian regime.
“We are called in the same way to work in an environment which might be
hostile to what we believe but to conduct ourselves in a way that still maintains integrity,” he said.
The faith of Christian teachers can be displayed in many ways in the classroom, he said.
“When you’re a teacher you cannot help but put your personality and your
character and your values on display.
“You’re in the classroom and by every word you say and by every behaviour that you show, you’re showing what you think is important and what you
think is true.”
But being a Christian did not mean being soft on misbehaviour. “I’m there
to demonstrate to them that their behaviour is important and that it matters.
I’ll clearly show them that there’s a right and a wrong way to behave in this
situation.
“Human beings have dignity in the classroom, and so I’m really talking
about being made in God’s image there, even if I’m not saying that in so
many words.”
A Christian attitude was crucial in dealing with struggling students, he
said.

Some teachers “look after the students who are doing well, and if you’re not
doing very well, you’re a bit of a no-hoper really and you kind of get
abandoned”.
“Even if they’re a complete struggler in my class … I believe you’re a person
created in God’s image with unique gifts and values that need to be demonstrated in the way that I speak to you as fellow human being, not just a subordinate.”
Mr Woo’s devotion to the ideal of Christian service even extended to his
choice of teaching subject. Amazingly, despite arguably being Australia’s
best-known maths teacher, his preferred choice of topic was English or
history.
He chose maths because of the shortage of maths teachers.
“(Maths) was not an area I was particularly gifted in or passionate about – but
I did that from a service point of view because I knew that there was need,”
he said.
“I follow someone who didn’t come to be served but to serve. That’s part of
who I am. So to me that makes perfect sense even though to the world it
doesn’t.”
Outside the classroom, Mr Woo attends Cherrybrook’s Christian student
group. “I fairly publicly attend the Christian group that is at the school, so I
do that out in the open and if students ask me where I’m going, I’ll tell them
where I’m going. So it’s fairly clear that that’s the case,” he said.
“Kids will see me as I go there and we’ll have the windows open and it’s a
public space and anyone can come in. People can just look right in and see
we’re singing and reading the Bible together. So we’re doing that in full view
of the school.”
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your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)

Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of
Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional
Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests,
deacons and Religious of the Anglican
Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to pray for the Province
de L'Eglise Anglicane Du Congo, for
Archbishop of the Congo & Bishop of
Kindu, The Most Revd Zacharie
Masimango Katanda and for all his
clergy and people.

Pray for Fr James and for Fr
Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we
support them as they work among us
in Christ’s name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of

Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:
We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person
with us. May both our parishes be
blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in
love, may bring those who do not
know you to the knowledge and love
of you; for the honour of your name.
Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them
for such is the kingdom of heaven’.
Bless, Lord, your children who now
stand before you in prayer. Help them
to understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with
your Father and the Holy Spirit, now,
always and forever. Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death In love and charity please
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me remember the recently departed,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust; that God may grant them a place of
lead me from hate to love, from war to refreshment, light and peace.
peace.
Pray, too, for, Jack Salisbury; Tyson
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our Steven Jaye O’Donnell; Edith Hook; Iris
universe.
May Hulme; Keith Porter; Betty
Margaret Barber; Eric Gordon Pitt;
Pray for all in need, remembering
John Deasey and for any others whose
especially this week all the Christians
year’s mind falls around this time.
who are imprisoned, persecuted, and
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord,
those killed for their faith. May they
and let light perpetual shine upon them!
rejoice that they are considered
worthy to suffer for HIS name.

Pray for the sick and their carers:
Andrew; Joyce Bannister; Margaret
Baseley; Jenny Bounds; John Burns;
John Carey; Jan Cowan, Hilary Davies;
Dave Ernst; Jim Foster; Florence;
Juliette Harris; Anna Laurence; Shirley
Lowe; Fr Reg Mills; Jan Morgan;
Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer;
Jean Storey; Nancy Thompson;
Margaret Wheatley; Bob Woods

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion
on Wednesday at 10.30am.
No Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –
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