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Monday 18th March at
7.30pm-8.30pm in the
Chapel of Our Lady –
Christian Meditation Group



Tuesday 19th March at
1.15pm - Lunchtime
Recital - Students from the
Sydney Conservatorium



Tuesday 19th March at
7.30pm in the Rectory–
Lenten Study



Sunday 24th March at
11.45am in the Large Hall AGM

ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。

Sunday 17th 2019 Second Sunday in Lent
Welcome to worship...



Friday 29th March Parish bus trip



Tuesday 16 April at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital Judith Rough – Soprano,

Nicole Smeulders - Contralto
and John Martin – Pianist

Music by Dvořák and
Rachmaninov




ELCOME TO

Tuesday 21 May at 1.15pm

Lunchtime Recital Alan Hicks - Piano Trio



8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Litany in Procession and Parish
Eucharist

Welcome! We are glad you have found us! P.3
Demonstrating the love of Christ in our
Community

p.5

English Literacy Classes

p.7

Parish Retreat

p. 11

And Much More…

First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to
the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.
As you take your place in your pew,
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

through the ministries of St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Burwood. To that
end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church
We affirm that through God’s
commits to the welcome and
redeeming love for all, we are one in
inclusion of all persons as children of
Christ. We respect the inherent and
God and declares itself to be a
valuable contributions each member
welcoming community of faith.
makes to the Body of Christ. We
celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and
Each Sunday in Lent an ABM Lenten
dignity of all persons of any age,
Envelope will be distributed to you.
gender, gender identity, gender
You may like to use this weekly
expression, race, ethnic origin,
envelope to contribute to the wider
economic reality, family status,
ministry of the Church through the
sexual orientation, diverse ability, or work of the Anglican Board of
social status. We believe that through Missions (Australia). Just return the
Christ we are being included and
envelope in the Collection Bag each
welcomed by God and one another. Sunday. If you would like a receipt for
As we journey towards inclusion,
tax purposes please send the
we proclaim this welcome to all
Envelope directly to:
God’s people, especially to those
ABM as shown on the envelope.
who have known the pain of
exclusion and discrimination within Lent provides us with a wonderful
opportunity to give to the outreach
the church, affirming that no one is
of the Church outside of Burwood.
excluded or condemned. We invite
all persons to journey with us as we
discover the call of God on our lives

(a) to receive the declarations of those persons then present
(b) to determine whether a quorum is present
(c) to elect a minute secretary
(d) to receive apologies
(e) to receive notification of the name of the person appointed by the
minister as a warden
(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to be wardens
(g) to determine whether or not qualified persons should be elected as
members of the parish council and if in the affirmative:
(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 elected persons, and
(ii) to elect qualified persons to be those members
(h) to elect parish nominators
(i) to elect a qualified person or persons to the office of auditor of the
financial statements and accounts of the wardens, and
(j) to receive a report about ministry within the parish from the minister
(k) to receive a report from the wardens about the exercise of wardens’
functions
(l) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial
statements of the wardens
(m) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial
statements of the trustees of Blacket House
(n) to make such recommendations as it may wish on any matter
connected with the business of the church or parish, including any matter
which it is appropriate for the wardens or parish council to deal with
(o) to give directions as to the confirmation of the minutes of the meeting
at or after its conclusion

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
How do we at St Pauls demonstrate the love of Christ to each other
and to our neighbour?
This is happening more and more. It seems that every week more is
happening and that’s because people are reaching out to respond to
God’s call. Years ago Jude Laurence saw a need for young mums to have
somewhere to meet and bring their babies and small children to
socialise with others. And so the Playgroup was born. Six or seven years
later it is a thriving outreach with an excellent reputation in the district as
one of the better Play Groups in the area.
For several years now St John of God Hospital in Burwood has contributed
to the purchase of play equipment for the children and just recently has
given a most substantial donation to Play group. Even though no one is
asked to make any financial donation to keep the play group going, it has
sustained itself financially without seeking funds from the parish.
You have already heard about the Parish Pantry which has been
operating for a similar length of time. Parishioners have very thoughtfully
contributed much of the food that has been given away and some
donations have been made, but again we are very proud to say that no
money from the offertory has been drawn down for this purpose.
Community Hubs and Life Jacket incur no cost to the parish community
but have provided services to people in need. This year we will go into
the third year of running the Community Hubs which are open to anyone
who has need of the services offered, and certainly people from the
parish have availed themselves of these opportunities. Here we are ably
assisted by David Ip and his team from Anglicare.

As the names suggests Life Jacket started out providing blankets, sleeping bags and warm coats (Life Jacket) for street people of the inner city.
This was the brain child of Dr Bob Woods, which over time has expanded to provide a range of items that meet needs of rough sleepers and
street people. All goods that are given away come by way of donation.
Dr Jane Carrick, Tara Cordina and Jane Cordina work very hard to make
sure that we always have quality clothing items to offer and meet the
needs to these people as and when we can. We now have a huge team of
people that distribute this clothing whenever we go.
In order to further meet these peoples’ needs we have added a vet clinic
to this team. Dr David Hughes and his team from Concord Veterinary
Hospital are now regular attendees, administering vaccinations, worming treatments and general check ups as well as giving out dog and cat
food, collars, leads and dishes. They are now an integral party of the
team.
Good Choice Dental Clinic have come on board this year, offering free
dental check ups, cleaning and fluoride treatments along with a full set
of mouth X Rays. They are able to refer on people who need further
treatment.
Just this week we have started an English literacy class and a computing
skills class. With the help of Michael Ng, from Jodi McKay’s office the
English literacy class got off to a flying start with 7 more people than
expected turning up. This is an important connection with the growing
Chinese community in Burwood. Kerin Brown and Margaret Whittaker
have put in a great deal of planning to ensure its success.
The Computing skills class will commence later this week and will be
run by Marg Harris, supported by Pete and Lynn. 10 computers have
been supplied free of charge by Open Arms – A Little Helping Hand and
a further three from Wayne Greenwood’s company.
Maybe you have noted that both of these classers are being run by
members of the Choir.

It is such a privilege to work and
worship with so many caring people, so many people who genuinely
love and help their fellow people.
But let’s not fall into complacency
and let someone else do the heavy
lifting, let us keep up the hard work
knowing in our hearts that we have
genuinely tried to keep the two
great commandments. For it is by
being a part of this parish you show
love to our fellows.

and clean city, “Xiamen”. I worked
there for a long time.
When I retired, I started to apply
for immigration to Australia. 2005
year. I arrived Sydney. Sydney is a
large beautiful city. When I have
time, I always go to the Circular
Quay to sight seeing. How
wonderful it is. Some said that
”what other city in the world could
offer a view like this!” Yes, I think
so.

Now, I live with my daughter and
Margaret and I have started the
her family. There are five
English class on a Monday morning in members. My daughter, my son-inthe Upper Room. The first week we
law, and two granddaughters. They
had twelve ladies; this week we had
study at the University of Sydney.
eight ladies and one man. At the end
of the first class we asked the students I like English, but my English is
to think about a story they could tell poor. When someone speaks
us about themselves. We call it News. English quickly, I can’t catch them.
Here is Wendy’s response. She read
And I like to speak English but no
it aloud to us.
one speaks with me in my friend’s
My Story
group.
Good morning everyone. My name I am very happy to come here and
is Wendy Liu. I live in Burwood.
meet teacher Margaret and Kerin.
This is a good opportunity to learn
I was born in China, Fujian, and I
grew up in a small island, which is English. I would certainly study
hard.
surrounded by sea. There are
many beaches and bays. The
That’s all today.
weather in nice. It is not very hot in
Thank you!
the summer but also is not very
cold in the winter. It is a beautiful Wendy Liu

Christian Meditation at St Paul’s

The next bus trip. It will take place

on Friday 29th March leaving at
8.30am from near the church. We
shall visit Newcastle Cathedral and
All are welcome to join this
St Peter’s Hamilton. A paper bag
newly-formed Christian Meditation lunch will be provided.
group. This group provides a space Cost: $60
during the week to experience
Forms are available at the back
stillness and to be present with
of the church or in the church
God in contemplation and
office.
community.
Mondays, 7:30PM – 8:30PM in
the Chapel of Our Lady

Participants will be invited into the
practice of Christian mediation in a
manner that is both guided and
community-oriented. Each week’s
group will commence with
teaching and guidance, followed
by a time of silence in prayer. In
our fast-paced and noisy world, all
are most welcome to spend time
with God in silence and in community.

Everyone is welcome to join the
Lenten Study on Tuesday nights in
the Rectory at 7.30 p.m. as we
reflect on The Cross An Australian
Journey with the beautiful text and
paintings by Sr. Helen Barnes, RSJ.

Our Regional Bishop, Bishop
Michael Stead, will be with us on
Sunday 2nd of June, 2019, and we
hope to have a Confirmation
Service that day at the 9.30 a.m.
Choral Eucharist. Are you, or
anyone that you know, interested in
being Confirmed, Received into
the Anglican Communion,
Admitted to Communion, or
Baptized? Please speak with
Fr. James, Fr. Michael, or Rosemary
if you are, or anyone that you know
is, interested in being Confirmed,
Received into the Anglican
Communion, Admitted to
Communion, or Baptized.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!
Today, we welcome into the family
of God, the Church, through the
sacrament of Holy Baptism,
Melania Elora Murray, Amaya Emily McCallum, Anastasia Maribel
Torres & Isaiah Filippo RaineriHumphry-Tuala.
Please pray for Melania, Amaya,
Anastasia and Isaiah, their parents
and Godparents that they may
know God’s presence in their lives
and be enfolded with God’s love.

In the Offertory we offer ourselves
to God as a living sacrifice. God
graciously accepts this gift, represented in the bread and the wine,
and makes something beautiful of
them.
Sin is alienation from God, self, and
others.

Therefore the Greeting of the
Peace is a sign of our
reconciliation, through Christ’s
sacrifice, with God, self, and
others, and is a integral part of our
During the season of Lent our wor- worship of God.
ship takes on a more sombre tone –
purple vestments are used, the are
no flowers in the parish church, the ≈ 11th March – Gabriel
≈ 18th March – Margaret
Gloria is omitted, and we refrain
≈ 25th March – Antonia
from using the “alleluias”.
≈ 1st April – Tom
We use a special form of the Gos≈ 8th April– Kerin
pel Acclamation as below:
≈ 15th April – Gabriel
Gospeller: Praise to you, Lord Je- ≈ 22nd April (Easter Monday) – No
bread
sus Christ, king of endless glory!
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!
Gospeller: The acclamation verse
is read.

≈ 29th April – Margaret
≈ 6th May – Tom
≈ 13th May – Kerin
≈ 20th May – Gabriel
≈ 27th May – Margaret
≈ 3rd June – Antonia

I will be taking leave from Sunday 3rd March for a few weeks. I will be
in hospital for part of that time. I am well, and I look forward to
resuming my work.
David Russell has very kindly agreed to conduct the Choir for services
on Ash Wednesday and the First Sunday in Lent. Jeremy Southwood will
then conduct the choir until my return.
I am most grateful to both David and Jeremy and I thank them very
much.
- Sheryl Southwood

Our sound system has been thoroughly checked by RØDE Microphones
and also our parishioner, Glenn Leembruggen, and is in perfect
working order. However, the band width which our system operates on
is exactly the same as for all Wi-Fi. It is the Wi-Fi that is causing the
problems and RØDE Microphones are very kindly considering options
to improve the system.
Can you please turn your mobile off or select flight mode. Thank you.

Each Monday morning children, their parents and grandparents come
together for a time of play and community. There are a variety of
activities including craft, singing, climbing on play equipment and just
generally having a good time. Each week the activities are varied and
the educational merit of every activity is carefully considered.
The Play Group is ably managed by Angela Gregory and assisted by
Judith Laurence. During activities Manjia Luo quietly plays the piano in
the background with gently sets a lovely tone to the group.

Thank you to the Mater Chorale for their generous donation of $100 to
the parish pantry.

If you have been following Fr James notices you will have heard that this
year the Parish is going to have a retreat.
People have been asking a number of questions about this which I will
endeavour to answer below. A full article will appear shortly.
Firstly, not every one will want to go and indeed we probably don’t have
enough places for this to happen.
The parish will operate as normal with Fr Michael taking the usual Sunday services.
The dates of the Retreat will be Fri 5th July to Sunday 7th July and will be
held at St Mary’s Towers at Douglas Park. The Retreat Leader will be Fr
Michael Fallon.
If this idea appeals to you put these dates in your diary now.
BUT REMEMBER EVERYTHING AT ST PAUL’S WILL CONTINUE AS USUAL

Anointing of the Sick is available at any of our
Services. In James 5: 14-15 we read:
Are any among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be
forgiven. (NRSV)
If you would like to be anointed and to be prayed for then please ask one of
the Priests in the Parish so that you can be anointed during any of our
Services.
The Wednesday mid-week Eucharist includes prayers for healing every
week.

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.

List of items most needed for the
parish pantry:


Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter
chicken, Green chicken curry,
Chicken satay, etc

For the kitchen:


Washing up liquid



Boxed meals



Paper towels



Tins of corned beef, spam,
ham;



Chux



Sponges



Sugar;

For the laundry:



Boxes of Cereals





All Day Breakfast by Heinz;

Health



Tinned tuna, sardines,





Harvest Meals in a tin
eg Vegetables and Sausages



Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant
potato, pasta, spaghetti



Tinned corn



Tinned vegetables



Sweet & savoury biscuits;



Tinned fruit



Rice Cream



Pasta sauces

Washing powder

Shampoo & Conditioner

EACH WEEK WE RUN OUT
OF :


CEREALS



SUNRISE MEALS IN A
BOX



SPAM AND CORNED
BEEF



COFFEE



SUGAR

The wonderful torches and a few fans are
available again from the trading table. They are
$3 each or two for $5. This could include a fan and a torch or
two torches or two fans.

When we started collecting loose change to improve our altar linen last
year, our initial aim was to have new altar cloths for the main altar and
the north chapel for Christmas. Thanks to everyone's generosity we
have been able to purchase the first altar cloth and are well on the way
to the second altar cloth. We will then look at repairs and replacement
of some of our older vestments as well as ensuring our supply of
everyday linens such as purificators and corporals is also maintained.
Again many thanks and please feel free to continue ridding yourself of
those annoying little coins by putting them in the blue box at the back.

Collection given at St Paul’s last
week: $2423
Other collection given :

– Parish Pantry: $60
– Donation from Mater Chorale for
Parish Pantry: $100
Total amount given from: $2583
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

St Paul’s Anglican Church
205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood
LUNCHTIME RECITAL
Tuesday 19 March 2019
1.15pm-1.45pm

Nicole Kim
and
Emma Watson
Gifted Violin Students of
Associate Professor
Goetz Richter AM
from the University of Sydney’s
Conservatorium of Music
Paul Cheung – Piano
Music by Mozart and Tchaikovsky
Entry by donation – thank you
Refreshments will follow in the rectory

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019
1.15pm – 1.45pm
March 19

Violinists Emma Watson and Nicole Kim,
students of Dr Goetz Richter AM, Associate
Professor and Chair of Strings at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music and Director for the
Sydney Symphony Orchestra.
Accompanist - Paul Cheung

April 16

Judith Rough – Soprano, Nicole Smeulders Contralto and John Martin – Pianist
Music by Dvořák and Rachmaninov

May 21

Alan Hicks Piano Trio

June 18

Conservatorium students

July 23
August 20

Joshua Ryan – Assistant Organist,
St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney
Conservatorium students

September 10

Artist. Tentatively booked TBC

October 15

Conservatorium students

November 5

James McDonald – Guitar

November 19

Christopher Harris – Baritone

December 17

Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano

Palm Sunday, 14 April
8.00am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Choral Eucharist
Holy Monday, 15 April

7.00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Holy Tuesday, 16 April

7.00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Holy Wednesday, 17 April

10.30am Holy Communion in the Chapel
7.00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Maundy Thursday, 18 April

7.00pm Sung Eucharist





Good Friday, 19 April

9.00am Liturgy of the Lord’s Death

Holy Saturday, 20 April

9.00am Preparation of church for Easter

Easter Day, 21 April

8.00am Sung Festival Eucharist
9.30am Festival Choral Eucharist

Archbishop Philip Freier Primate of the Anglican Church & Archbishop of
Melbourne to address the ANGLICANS TOGETHER 2019 ANNUAL
DINNER on:
Tuesday 19th March at 7.00pm for 7:30 pm start at the Gadigal Room,
City Tattersalls Club, 194–204 Pitt Street, Sydney
Cost: $75 pp ($70 conc)
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL. Tickets at: www.anglicanstogether.org



Genesis 15.1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27;
Philippians 3.7-4.1; Luke 13.1-9 or Luke 9.28-36

As we journey through Lent we might find ourselves
with the keen awareness that our God is a God of
journeys. In our readings from today we see two
journeys – one of Abraham from Ur to Canaan, and
the other of Jesus and a handful of his disciples going up Mount Tabor. In
both cases God is bringing his servants away from what is familiar and
taking them to unfamiliar places, and often it can be scary for them. We
know that ultimately they were strengthened by the experience in their
faith. When God calls us out of our familiar surroundings we should take
heart knowing that he is with us and we will ultimately be strengthened by
our journey.




Pray for all those who God has called to difficult ministries, callings
and occupations.
Give thanks for the Church of the Province of South East Asia,
remembering especially the Most Rev Ng Moon Hing, his staff, clergy
and people.

Text:

The Rev Will Johnston © Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

A couple of weeks ago I went to a sung Mass in Wellington, New Zealand, at St Mary of the Angels. Wellington was the city of my childhood,
although for much of that childhood, I lived on Wellington's outskirts. To
a great extent that also sums up my relationship to Catholicism: I am on
the outskirts, yet close enough and invested enough to care very much
how the Church evolves.
Because, it seems to me, how it evolves and the speed at which those
urgent and essential changes take place will significantly determine
whether it will survive — and whether it deserves to survive in any
form.
My relationship to Catholicism has always been complex. It was only
after my mother died of cancer at just 38, when I was eight, that my
father — previously an intellectually convinced atheist — converted to
Catholicism. In his wake, my older sister and I received 'instructions' —
from a timid, entirely 'appropriate' curate — and then were received
into the Church and re-baptised. In the many decades since I've been
through every kind of permutation in response to Catholicism from
absolute rejection and incredulity about the cruelty, banality and
indifference that exist alongside genuine care and social justice action,
to far more meaningful re-engagement. There's been intimacy, too.
Over the last 25 years or more I have worked in my capacity as a
spiritually inclusive minister and retreat leader with Catholic groups of
all kinds, including congregations of nuns, school staffs, laypeople,
chaplains and pastoral care workers, and priests.
Through those opportunities — and the parish I intermittently attend I've met so many people whom I could admire and learn from, also
experiencing in their company that ineffable, uniting spiritually alive
'something' that does seem to survive as a stillness, a resource, in the

heart of all the ancient faiths, despite whatever human behaviour swirls
around them. A lack of stillness desolates, plainly.
I also experienced among those committed Catholics shame, sorrow,
confusion, rage, abandonment, remorse: remorse for crimes others had
committed or allowed or covered up. Worse, horror — and it is horror —
that their once-beloved Church has been massively more willing to
shield perpetrators rather than victims; that the Church that preaches
mercy and God's love had failed in its mission and duty of care to those
whom Jesus specifically named as deserving of care, warning:
'Whatever you do to these, the least of my brothers and sisters, you do to
me.'
This teaching — Mathew chapter 25 verses 40-45 — is profoundly
significant in this transitioning moment of history. It matters for those
who attempt in any way to defend the grotesque abuse of suffering individuals — children, children — by the Catholic church or any groups or
individuals trading on entrenched assumptions of 'specialness' in
relation to God. It matters also for those enjoying the vast privileges of
political power — most especially when they seek to gain credibility
through their 'Christian' affiliations. But where there is a promise that an
ordained person can mediate between an individual and their God, the
responsibilities are awesome. They require not just maturity; they
require and deserve profound humility.
Jesus was inescapably specific. He threatens abandonment, even 'fire',
for those who, when he was hungry, gave him nothing to eat; when he
was thirsty, denied him drink; when he was a stranger, did not invite him
in; when he was sick and in prison, did not care for him. Jesus anticipates
the incredulity of those who hear this and would rush to say, 'Of course
we would do it for you.' His teaching is repeated in a typically effective,
typically Jewish way: 'Whatever you did not do for one of [the most
vulnerable], you did not do for me.'
"Is any Christian denomination distorted by its rank history of bigotry,
racism, sexism, encrusted clericalism and unforgiveable hubris worth
saving?"

When a massive global Church has so plainly lost its way on this core
teaching on conduct and care, should it survive? And that's not the only
core teaching that seems to have been trampled by Christian
denominations including and beyond Catholicism — not least in their
obsessive rush to impose 'sexual correctness' on others.
There's also John chapter 13 verses 34-35. Here the radical wisdom
teacher, Jesus, again speaks plainly: 'A new teaching I bring you: Love
one another. In the way I've loved you, you must love one another. If you
love one another, all will know [from this] that you are my followers.' How
had Jesus loved them? We can guess at this from consistent stories of inclusion of people on the margins, also from the dignity and respect he
showed universally — that is, without discrimination; for his reliance upon women as friends and his easy willingness to honour their support in
every aspect of his ministry.
In the light of centuries of 'forgetting' or at least failing to take seriously
those profound, central calls to meaningful inclusion and love, to consistently protective conduct rather than the preservation of monstrous
power, is the institutional Catholic Church worth saving? Indeed, is any
Christian denomination distorted by its rank history of bigotry, racism,
sexism, encrusted clericalism and unforgiveable hubris worth saving?
Many, many, many would say not. But perhaps from the margins, my own
response — for what it is worth — would be somewhat different.
The sight of row upon row of pink-capped, male heads, their bodies
encased in lavishly embroidered, costly green silk, gathered at the
Vatican to reflect upon the horror of sexual abuse of children (and adults)
by priests and religious, was almost unbearable to witness. Yes, a few
women spoke and spoke powerfully, but the weight of power remains
'rock solidly' patriarchal in the Vatican-run, male-determining
institutional church. The anti-modern hierarchical model; the fawning, the
pomp, the elevation of servants of God and humanity to princely or mere
bishop status; the revelling in power and misuse of it: do I dare say that
that Church — that version of church — should not survive? Should not

survive in its present form or with its current moribund priorities?
Yes, I do dare.
For the truth is, that Church is not surviving. In the West, fewer and fewer
men are willing to enter a deeply tainted priesthood. Priests 'borrowed'
from developing countries where 'traditional Catholicism' better survives
are preaching to shrinking congregations. The simplicity of gatherings
based on need and understanding, on soul-led spiritual seeking, on
authentically loving conduct, on inner resourcing — with all the selfresponsibility and mutuality that brings — is the renewal. For there is
another Catholic church also, far from the pomp, posturing and power:
quieter, yes, but undoubtedly alive. And not just alive, but growing,
refreshing, questioning; unafraid of doubt, tentativeness, good humour;
unafraid of difference and diversity, and certainly unafraid of Jesus' call to
love.
This is the church that is 'catholic' in the real meaning of the word. This is
the church where women take their place alongside men with dignity
and without apology. And where all races, all cultures, are respected. This
is the church where inclusion and welcome means something — and
where people are not invited to turn away from one another on the basis
of ... well, anything at all. This is where social justice and social inclusion
become synonymous with spirituality; never at odds with it.
There are formidable spokespeople in this evolving church, but it is
notable that they consistently speak with and not down to. Some may be
in your local parish. Some — and not discounting the power of 'two or
three gathering in [Jesus'] name' — just outside it.
Richard Rohr, a Franciscan priest and widely published writer, whose
'congregation' is as global as it is inclusive, is just one figure who embodies the way forward. Significantly, he consistently teaches alongside
women spiritual teachers. Not incidentally, when he visited Sydney some
years ago from his home in the US, the then-Archbishop Pell forbade any
Catholic organisation to host him. We gathered in our many hundreds
elsewhere.

Using gender to privilege half of humanity over the other half — so that
the least spiritually mature man would always be welcomed into the
priesthood before the most spiritually and life-mature woman — is
unjustifiable by any measure, but most particularly within a spiritual
framework where a rudimentary awareness of the spiritual truths of
interdependence should challenge the dualistic thinking so tragically
expressed in, 'Men can ... and women cannot.'
It is not by chance that on this question primarily — the ordination of
women, the sharing of power with women, the unshackling of a church
from exhausted patriarchal imperatives — the so-called traditionalists
part ways from the so-called progressives. Along with this, but secondary to it, goes the issue of men who choose to — and some would not —
enrich their ministry through honest personal relationships, both in
friendship and marriage.
This cannot be 'too much to hope for'. The existing power structures are
unviable as well as repugnant. They do not reflect the teachings or
example of Jesus; they create barriers between people; they speak of
ego not spirit. Change has to be possible.
Just in my own lifetime, the Catholic Church has moved significantly on
what was once thought fundamental. Its relationship to other
denominations and other faiths is the most uplifting example of this.
Genuine dialogue, worship sharing, social activism, mutuality of
learning and respect have replaced the rabid exclusivity of the former
'one, true church' rhetoric. At least, for most. Could the church now also
interrogate and undo centuries of a particularly deforming, selfharming, other-harming misuse of power? Perhaps only in part. Yet
more than a few Catholics are more than ready. They live this now.

You can join us on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/
Forthcoming events and other interesting news will be posted there!
Thank you Margaret Whittaker for your care in administrating our
Facebook page.
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Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of
Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional
Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests,
deacons and Religious of the Anglican
Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to pray for the Church of
England, for the Archbishop of
Canterbury, The Most Revd and Rt Hon
Justin Welby and for all his clergy and
people.

Pray for Fr James and for Fr
Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we
support them as they work among us
in Christ’s name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)

We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person
with us. May both our parishes be
blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in
love, may bring those who do not
know you to the knowledge and love
of you; for the honour of your name.
Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them
for such is the kingdom of heaven’.
Bless, Lord, your children who now
stand before you in prayer. Help them
to understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with
your Father and the Holy Spirit, now,
always and forever. Amen.

Fr Reg Mills; Jan Morgan; Alister &
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; Jean
from despair to hope, from fear to trust; Storey; Nancy Thompson; Margaret
lead me from hate to love, from war to Wheatley; Bob Woods
peace.
In love and charity please

Pray for peace: Lead me from death

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,
our universe.

Pray for all in need, remembering
especially this week all hospital
chaplains that God may give them
strength to help them honour the life
of each person they may assist.

Pray for the sick and their
carers: Andrew; Joyce Bannister;

remember the recently departed,
that God may grant them a place of
refreshment, light and peace.

Pray, too, for, Alan Hurley; Colin
Ivan Payne; Kenneth Jolly; Phillip Davis;
Norman Duffy; Emily Grace Blythyn;
Ronald John Mallett; Cherie Annette
Snell and for any others whose year’s
mind falls around this time.

Margaret Baseley; Jenny Bounds; John Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord,
Burns; John Carey; Jan Cowan, Hilary and let light perpetual shine upon them!
Davies; Dave Ernst; Jim Foster;
Florence; Juliette Harris; Anna
Laurence; Shirley Lowe; Melissa;

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion
on Wednesday at 10.30am.
Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –







Tuesday 19th March - Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Wednesday 20 March - Cuthbert of Lindisfarne, bishop and
missionary (d.687)
Thursday 21 March - Thomas Cranmer, archbishop of Canterbury,
martyr and liturgist (d.1556)
Friday 22 March - Thomas Ken, bishop of Bath and Wells, teacher
(d.1711)
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Fr Michael Deasey OAM
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Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King
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Mrs Sheryl Southwood
Mr Sam Giddy
Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra
(9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday)
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