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Sunday 24th March at
11.45am in the Large Hall AGM



Monday 25th March at
7.30pm-8.30pm in the
Chapel of Our Lady –
Christian Meditation Group



Tuesday 26th March at
7.30pm in the Rectory–
Lenten Study



Friday 29th March Parish bus trip



Sunday 14th April at 8am &
9.30am Services - Palm
Sunday





Monday 15th April - Holy
Monday - 7pm Holy
Communion Service

ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.
ELCOME TO

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。

Sunday 24th March 2019 Third Sunday in Lent
Welcome to worship...




Tuesday 16 April at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital 
Judith Rough – Soprano,
Nicole Smeulders - Contralto
and John Martin – Pianist

Music by Dvořák and
Rachmaninov



8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Parish Eucharist

Welcome! We are glad you have found us!

P.3

Parish Retreat

p.7

Our prayers are with our Muslim sisters and p.10
brothers and with the people of Christchurch
Christchurch attack offends the decency of
our common humanity: Archbishop Freier

And Much More…

p. 21

First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to
the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.
As you take your place in your pew,
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

through the ministries of St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Burwood. To that
end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church
We affirm that through God’s
commits to the welcome and
redeeming love for all, we are one in
inclusion of all persons as children of
Christ. We respect the inherent and
God and declares itself to be a
valuable contributions each member
welcoming community of faith.
makes to the Body of Christ. We
celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and
Each Sunday in Lent an ABM Lenten
dignity of all persons of any age,
Envelope will be distributed to you.
gender, gender identity, gender
You may like to use this weekly
expression, race, ethnic origin,
envelope to contribute to the wider
economic reality, family status,
ministry of the Church through the
sexual orientation, diverse ability, or work of the Anglican Board of
social status. We believe that through Missions (Australia). Just return the
Christ we are being included and
envelope in the Collection Bag each
welcomed by God and one another. Sunday. If you would like a receipt for
As we journey towards inclusion,
tax purposes please send the
we proclaim this welcome to all
Envelope directly to:
God’s people, especially to those
ABM as shown on the envelope.
who have known the pain of
exclusion and discrimination within Lent provides us with a wonderful
opportunity to give to the outreach
the church, affirming that no one is
of the Church outside of Burwood.
excluded or condemned. We invite
all persons to journey with us as we
discover the call of God on our lives

It was announced this week that the Royal School of Music is to bestow
the award of Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music (FRSCM) on the
Reverend Michael Deasey.
FRSCM is the highest of four honorary awards made by the RSCM, and
awarded for ‘achievements in church music and/or liturgy of
international significance, or for exceptional musical and/or liturgical
work within the RSCM’.
The citation reads:
Michael Deasey is a former student of the College of St Nicholas at
Addington Palace. He directed the music at St Andrew’s Cathedral,
Sydney for a quarter of a century, and after ordination served for a
decade as Precentor and director of music at All Saints’ Cathedral,
Bathurst. He has supported and engaged in the local work of the RSCM
for over half a century in England, Canada and Australia.
The award ceremony will take place at the RSCM Celebration Day on
Saturday 5 October 2019 at Salisbury Cathedral, England.

I will be taking leave from Sunday 3rd March for a few weeks. I will be
in hospital for part of that time. I am well, and I look forward to
resuming my work.
David Russell has very kindly agreed to conduct the Choir for services
on Ash Wednesday and the First Sunday in Lent. Jeremy Southwood will
then conduct the choir until my return.
I am most grateful to both David and Jeremy and I thank them very
much.
- Sheryl Southwood

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
How do we at St Pauls demonstrate the love of Christ to each other
and to our neighbour?
This is happening more and more. It seems that every week more is
happening and that’s because people are reaching out to respond to
God’s call. Years ago Jude Laurence saw a need for young mums to have
somewhere to meet and bring their babies and small children to
socialise with others. And so the Playgroup was born. Six or seven years
later it is a thriving outreach with an excellent reputation in the district as
one of the better Play Groups in the area.
For several years now St John of God Hospital in Burwood has contributed
to the purchase of play equipment for the children and just recently has
given a most substantial donation to Play group. Even though no one is
asked to make any financial donation to keep the play group going, it has
sustained itself financially without seeking funds from the parish.
You have already heard about the Parish Pantry which has been
operating for a similar length of time. Parishioners have very thoughtfully
contributed much of the food that has been given away and some
donations have been made, but again we are very proud to say that no
money from the offertory has been drawn down for this purpose.
Community Hubs and Life Jacket incur no cost to the parish community
but have provided services to people in need. This year we will go into
the third year of running the Community Hubs which are open to anyone
who has need of the services offered, and certainly people from the
parish have availed themselves of these opportunities. Here we are ably
assisted by David Ip and his team from Anglicare.

As the names suggests Life Jacket started out providing blankets,
sleeping bags and warm coats (Life Jacket) for street people of the inner
city. This was the brain child of Dr Bob Woods, which over time has
expanded to provide a range of items that meet needs of rough sleepers
and street people. All goods that are given away come by way of
donation. Dr Jane Carrick, Tara Cordina and Jane Cordina work very
hard to make sure that we always have quality clothing items to offer and
meet the needs to these people as and when we can. We now have a
huge team of people that distribute this clothing whenever we go.
In order to further meet these peoples’ needs we have added a vet clinic
to this team. Dr David Hughes and his team from Concord Veterinary
Hospital are now regular attendees, administering vaccinations, worming treatments and general check ups as well as giving out dog and cat
food, collars, leads and dishes. They are now an integral party of the
team.
Good Choice Dental Clinic have come on board this year, offering free
dental check ups, cleaning and fluoride treatments along with a full set
of mouth X Rays. They are able to refer on people who need further
treatment.
Just this week we have started an English literacy class and a
computing skills class. With the help of Michael Ng, from Jodi McKay’s
office the English literacy class got off to a flying start with 7 more
people than expected turning up. This is an important connection with
the growing Chinese community in Burwood. Kerin Brown and Margaret
Whittaker have put in a great deal of planning to ensure its success.
The Computing skills class will commence later this week and will be
run by Marg Harris, supported by Pete and Lynn. 10 computers have
been supplied free of charge by Open Arms – A Little Helping Hand and
a further three from Wayne Greenwood’s company.
Maybe you have noted that both of these classers are being run by
members of the Choir.

It is such a privilege to work and
worship with so many caring
people, so many people who
genuinely love and help their
fellow people. But let’s not fall into
complacency and let someone else
do the heavy lifting, let us keep up
the hard work knowing in our
hearts that we have genuinely tried
to keep the two great commandments. For it is by being a part of
this parish you show love to our
fellows.

Everyone is welcome to join the
Lenten Study on Tuesday nights in
the Rectory at 7.30 p.m. as we reflect on The Cross An Australian
Journey with the beautiful text and
paintings by Sr. Helen Barnes, RSJ.

Participants will be invited into the
practice of Christian mediation in a
manner that is both guided and
community-oriented. Each week’s
group will commence with
teaching and guidance, followed
by a time of silence in prayer. In
our fast-paced and noisy world, all
are most welcome to spend time
with God in silence and in
community.
Please note that Meditation and
Tuesday Studies will be
cancelled during Holy Week Monday 22nd & Tuesday 23rd
of April.

Our warmest best wishes to
Samuel Giddy on celebrating his
20th Birthday today - with much
happiness and many blessings!

Christian Meditation at St Paul’s
Mondays, 7:30PM – 8:30PM
in the Chapel of Our Lady

Thank you to the kind parishioner
who generously arranged to have
the drain around the church
All are welcome to join this newlyunblocked.
formed Christian Meditation group.
This group provides a space
Thank you to the kind parishioner
during the week to experience
who bought a supply of
stillness and to be present with
Communion wine for us. We
God in contemplation and
appreciate their generosity very
community.
much.

Yesterday, Fr James officiated at
the weddings of:

Our Regional Bishop, Bishop
Michael Stead, will be with us on

Sunday 2nd of June, 2019, and we
hope to have a Confirmation
Dimitri Zoumas to Andriana Koczka
Service that day at the 9.30 a.m.
& Robert Small to Susan Foulcher
Choral Eucharist. Are you, or
We pray God’s blessing upon both anyone that you know, interested in
couples as they begin their lives
being Confirmed, Received into
together.
the Anglican Communion,
Admitted to Communion, or
Baptized? Please speak with
≈ 25th March – Antonia
Fr. James, Fr. Michael, or Rosemary
≈ 1st April – Tom
if you are, or anyone that you know
≈ 8th April– Kerin
is, interested in being Confirmed,
≈ 15th April – Gabriel
Received into the Anglican
≈ 22nd April (Easter Monday) –
Communion, Admitted to
No bread
Communion, or Baptized.
≈ 29th April – Margaret
≈ 6th May – Tom
≈ 13th May – Kerin
Our sound system has been
≈ 20th May – Gabriel
thoroughly checked by RØDE
≈ 27th May – Margaret
Microphones and also our
≈ 3rd June – Antonia
parishioner, Glenn Leembruggen,
and is in perfect working order.
However, the band width which our
The next bus trip. It will take place
system operates on is exactly the
on Friday 29th March leaving at
same as for all Wi-Fi. It is the Wi-Fi
8.30am from near the church. We
that is causing the problems and
shall visit Newcastle Cathedral and
RØDE Microphones are very kindly
St Peter’s Hamilton. A paper bag
considering options to improve the
lunch will be provided. Cost: $60
system.
Forms are available at the back of Can you please turn your mobile
the church or in the church office. off or select flight mode.
Thank you.

If you have been following
Fr James notices you will have
heard that this year the Parish is
going to have a retreat.

We use a special form of the
Gospel Acclamation as below:
Gospeller: Praise to you, Lord
Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

People have been asking a number of questions about this which I
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus
will endeavour to answer below. A
Christ, king of endless glory!
full article will appear shortly.
Gospeller: The acclamation
Firstly, not every one will want to
sentence is said.
go and indeed we probably don’t
have enough places for this to hap- All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!
pen.
The parish will operate as normal
with Fr Michael taking the usual
Sunday services.
The dates of the Retreat will be
Fri 5th July to Sunday 7th July
and will be held at St Mary’s
Towers at Douglas Park. The
Retreat Leader will be Fr Michael
Fallon.
If this idea appeals to you put
these dates in your diary now.
BUT REMEMBER EVERYTHING AT
ST PAUL’S WILL CONTINUE AS
USUAL

In the Offertory we offer ourselves
to God as a living sacrifice. God
graciously accepts this gift,
represented in the bread and the
wine, and makes something
beautiful of them.
Sin is alienation from God, self, and
others.
Therefore the Greeting of the
Peace is a sign of our
reconciliation, through Christ’s
sacrifice, with God, self, and
others, and is a integral part of our
worship of God.

The new Yamaha Grand Piano had its first outing last Tuesday in the
lunchtime recital at St Paul’s. Although the excellent pianist Paul
Cheong accompanied two outstanding violinists, it would be wrong to
say the piano was used only as an accompanying instrument. In fact it
took the place of a whole symphony orchestra in the first movement of
Tchaikovsky’s well-loved violin concerto. The clear but velvety tone of
the piano showed it was capable of tackling any repertoire for any
occasion and therefore a very worthy addition to St Paul’s.
Both violinists, Nicole Kim and Emma Watson are students of Dr Goetz
Richter at the Sydney Conservatorium, but there was nothing studentlike about this concert. Emma Watson’s performance of the Tchaikovsky
concerto was astonishingly mature and self-assured, not just for a
Wenona Year 11 student, but for any violinist. Her performance was
completely and faultlessly from memory, displaying a commanding
technique with a passion and musicianship that could be anticipated
even from the way she tuned up. This was not a passion that displayed
any outward histrionics, it all came from within. Seldom has a St Paul’s
audience been so enthralled. It is worth pointing out that if the people
of Burwood had known in advance that there would be a performance
of this concerto in one of their local churches, no doubt the audience
would have been even larger.
To open the concert, Nicole Kim, a final year student at the Conservatorium played Mozart’s very substantial Violin Sonata in B flat. It might
seem like unusual coupling, but it is well-known in music circles that
Tchaikovsky adored the music of Mozart, who had died half a century
before Tchaikovsky’s birth. Nicole’s warmth and richness of tone
together with her absorbing identification with the music that went from
pathos to playfulness made it an engrossing and convincing
experience for the listener.
- Michael Deasey

Sheryl, you would have loved to have seen and heard how assured and
competent Emma and Nicole were with their playing and how well Paul
accompanied them.
It was a truly amazing recital and was very well attended by a most
appreciative audience.
Professor Richter loved the setting, the acoustic, the warmth of the
audience, and the excellent refreshments.
We look forward to building on our relationship with students from the
Conservatorium of Music performing at St. Paul’s.
All in all it was a fine afternoon marred only by one thing – Sheryl’s
absence.
We missed you very much Sheryl and everyone sends you their love
and prayers.
Thank you very much everyone for your part in helping to make today’s
recital and refreshments such a fine occasion.
With every blessing for a holy Lent.
Peace,
James.
P.S. Paul gave the new
grand piano a very
positive endorsement
so we thank all those
who contributed towards
the purchase of the
grand piano.

Left to right: Paul Cheung (piano), Emma
Watson (violin) and Nicole Kim (violin)

The tragedy in Christchurch leaves us all shocked
and silent in the face of such tragedy.
That such violence could occur against our peace loving Muslim sisters and brothers (for all people are God's children) is
appalling. We lament the loss of innocent lives – lives of faithful people
worshipping God in a house of prayer.
However we can’t allow our grief and shock to prevent us from
speaking out against the causes of this violence.
Gun control is at the heart of the solution along with a clamping down
on hate speech and the incitement to violence the such speech
engenders particularly as perpetrated by the hard line alt right and by
politicians who have used the race card to divide us.
The people of New Zealand and Australia are better than this and we
will not allow those who seek to divide us to succeed – the way of hate
leads to death and the way of love leads to life – we choose love and
life.
We are considering ways linking the communities of Christchurch,
Grafton and Burwood as we seek to create a peaceful and respectful
world.
That many of those massacred in Christchurch were in fact refugees
seeking peace and security in a peaceful country only adds to the
horror of the situation.

Tickets for the Mother's Day raffle will be
available for sale. They will be $2 each or 3 for
$5.
The first prize will be the much sort after hand
crocheted rug made by one of our parishioners.

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.

List of items most needed for the
parish pantry:


Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter
chicken, Green chicken curry,
Chicken satay, etc

For the kitchen:


Washing up liquid



Boxed meals



Paper towels



Tins of corned beef, spam,
ham;



Chux



Sponges



Sugar;

For the laundry:



Boxes of Cereals





All Day Breakfast by Heinz;

Health



Tinned tuna, sardines,





Harvest Meals in a tin
eg Vegetables and Sausages



Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant
potato, pasta, spaghetti



Tinned corn



Tinned vegetables



Sweet & savoury biscuits;



Tinned fruit



Rice Cream



Pasta sauces

Washing powder

Shampoo & Conditioner

EACH WEEK WE RUN OUT
OF :


CEREALS



SUNRISE MEALS IN A
BOX



SPAM AND CORNED
BEEF



COFFEE



SUGAR

The wonderful torches and a few fans are
available again from the trading table. They are $3
each or two for $5. This could include a fan and a torch or
two torches or two fans.

When we started collecting loose change to improve our altar linen last
year, our initial aim was to have new altar cloths for the main altar and
the north chapel for Christmas. Thanks to everyone's generosity we
have been able to purchase the first altar cloth and are well on the way
to the second altar cloth. We will then look at repairs and replacement
of some of our older vestments as well as ensuring our supply of
everyday linens such as purificators and corporals is also maintained.
Again many thanks and please feel free to continue ridding yourself of
those annoying little coins by putting them in the blue box at the back.

Collection given at St Paul’s last
week: $2654
Other collection given :

– Parish Pantry: $20
– Building Fund: $10
Total amount given from: $2684
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019
1.15pm – 1.45pm
April 16

Judith Rough – Soprano, Nicole Smeulders Contralto and John Martin – Pianist
Music by Dvořák and Rachmaninov

May 21

Alan Hicks Piano Trio

June 18

Conservatorium students

July 23

Joshua Ryan – Assistant Organist,
St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney

August 20

Conservatorium students

September 10

Artist. Tentatively booked TBC

October 15

Conservatorium students

November 5

James McDonald – Guitar

November 19

Christopher Harris – Baritone

December 17

Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano

Palm Sunday, 14 April
8.00am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Choral Eucharist
Holy Monday, 15 April

7.00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Holy Tuesday, 16 April

7.00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Holy Wednesday, 17 April

10.30am Holy Communion in the Chapel
7.00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Maundy Thursday, 18 April

7.00pm Sung Eucharist





Good Friday, 19 April

9.00am Liturgy of the Lord’s Death

Holy Saturday, 20 April

9.00am Preparation of church for Easter

Easter Day, 21 April

8.00am Sung Festival Eucharist
9.30am Festival Choral Eucharist



Isaiah 55.1-9; Psalm 63.1-9;
1 Corinthians 10.1-13; Luke 13.31-35

In a world so obsessed with commodity and goods,
the reading from Isaiah really is refreshing, isn’t it? It
shows not only the ‘immaterial’ nature of material
goods but it shows the echoes of the great gathering force of the love of
God – a force that doesn’t care in the slightest about the material status of
the individual. This force is really summed up with Jesus’s pronouncement
about the children of Jerusalem, that he wishes to gather them under his
wings. As we travel through Lent, let us put away our desires for worldly
things and allow ourselves to be gathered.




Pray that our divisions based on material status might be overcome;
and pray for those who are so weighed down by debilitating material
concerns that they forget God.
Give thanks for the Church of Ceylon, which covers most of Sri Lanka,
remembering their ministry in a multi-religious context.

Text:

The Rev Will Johnston © Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

My neighbours would be embarrassed at me writing this — they are quiet,
dignified, humble people who would never seek attention.
They work hard, they are kind and generous, their children are studious
and respectful.
There is barely a day goes by when they don't knock at our door with
some home-cooked food or cakes they have baked to share with us.

The father plays golf each Sunday
morning, he loves cricket and
football.

None of us are truly safe

At Christmas, their youngest
daughter helped decorate our tree
and took the leftover baubles and
tinsel for her room.

There were people just like them in
a church in Charleston, South
Carolina, on June 17, 2015, singing
hymns and praising God when a
gunman killed nine people.

There were people just like them in
the Pittsburgh synagogue last
The mother grabs my wife
October worshipping on Shabbat
whenever she can for a coffee and a when a gunman shot dead 11
chat.
people.

Whenever she comes over she asks
where Christmas has gone.
There were people just like them in
St George's Church in the Egyptian
They are a family that represents
city of Tanta and Saint Mark's Coptic
everything that is good about our
Orthodox Cathedral in Alexandria
country. They are a Muslim family
on Palm Sunday 2017, when twin
and they go to mosque every
suicide bombings orchestrated by
Friday.
Islamic State slaughtered 45 people
I wonder now, how many families
and injured more than 120.
just like them were worshipping in
Christians, Jews, Muslims, people
the mosques of Christchurch last
just like us who have families, who
Friday.
play sport, share food, love, laugh
I wonder how many of them bake
and pray all sacrificed to the
cakes for their neighbours, love
scourge of our age, terrorism.
footy and golf and cricket. How
The latest attacks in New Zealand
many little kids praying alongside
remind us again — as if we needed
their parents also love the magic of
reminding — that none of us anylights and tinsel.
where, no matter what our faith, our
I couldn't help thinking that my
race or our nationality are truly safe.
neighbours could so easily have
The war of identity
been in those mosques.
We are all potentially prey to the
war of our time: the war of identity.

It is identity forged out of resentment "our shared humanity gets savagely
and a thirst for vengeance. It is
challenged".
identity that draws its narrative from
The 'shipwrecked minds'
the old festering hatreds of history.
Our history is replete with examples
It is identity that pits us against each
of the blood feuds of identity: Hutu
other; that divides us into our tribes.
versus Tutsi in Rwanda, Hindu
It is a 21st-century law of the jungle: against Muslim, Shia killing Sunni,
something deeply primal; that leads Catholics and Protestants, Israeli and
us to tear each other limb from limb. Palestinian, on and on.
Look around our world, we are putting up new walls; we are militarising
our borders; we fear the stranger
and retreat into old certainties and
closed communities.

Identity has been at the heart of conflict in the Balkans, in Ukraine, in
Kashmir, in Afghanistan, in Syria, in
Yemen, the Sudan, Somalia.

As Amartya Sen has said, identity
It is fuelling populism and resurgent can kill and kill with abandon.
authoritarianism. Political
Islamic State, Al Qaeda and the ultrademagogues and their acolytes on
right white supremacists, each
the left and the right are feeding on
drinks from the same poisoned well
what the Indian writer, Pankaj Mishof identity hate.
ra, has called "the age of anger".
They are the "shipwrecked minds',
This is the world sketched by Amerithe phrase coined by American pocan lawyer and academic, Amy
litical scientist Mark Lilla.
Chua, in her book Political Tribes.
He says it is the mind of the reactionProfessor Chua traces how the poliary; it is the mind of the person turntics of toxic identity is remaking our
ing away from change, who sees "the
world.
debris of paradise drifting past their
"Tribal instinct is not just an instinct eyes".
to belong. It is also an instinct to exThe shipwrecked minds are setting
clude," she writes.
fire to our world, they are killing our
Indian economist and philosopher
children and stealing our future.
Amartya Sen has warned against
what he calls "solitarist" identities:

In social media and the internet they have the means to amplify their voices
and creep into the minds of the isolated, disenfranchised, embittered, and
hate filled souls all prey to the most evil propaganda.
Complicated world has bred fear
Our world is a complicated place, never have we been more connected and
yet we are so fearful, mistrusting and suspicious of each other.
In a world where there are some who come to power by appealing to humanity's worst instincts, we need those who can speak to what Abraham
Lincoln called "the better angels of our nature".
The shipwrecked minds are setting fire to our world, they are killing our
children and stealing our future.
It is a war in which the casualties are not strangers; it is a war that is killing
our neighbours.

Anglican leaders worldwide express support for grieving NZ Muslims after
two mosques terrorised during Friday prayers.
Melbourne’s Archbishop Philip Freier says acts of brutality such as that
against Muslims worshipping at two mosques in Christchurch last Friday
“offend the decency of our common humanity”.
Dr Freier, the Anglican Primate of Australia, said he had been in contact in
with one of the two New Zealand-based Primates of the Anglican Church of
Aotearoa, NZ and Polynesia, Archbishop Philip Richardson, “and assured
him of our continuing in prayer for the survivors, the bereaved, medical
staff, the Muslim Community, and the people of New Zealand and
Australia”.
“We stand in solidarity with the Muslim Community and pray for peace,” Dr
Freier tweeted.

In a separate statement, he said:
“Acts of brutality like the outrage in
Christchurch offend the decency of
our common humanity. Our hearts go
out to all who grieve or have been
traumatised. Australia and New
Zealand are closely bound by
history, geography and heritage, and
Australians know how appalled the
people of New Zealand are at such
awful mass murder in their country.
We pray for all who suffer.”

appreciated,” Bishop Carrell said.
“Especially, let’s pray for the Muslim
community of Christchurch who
appear to be the single community
most affected by the shootings.
“May God be merciful to us all.”
Later, Bishop Carrell issued a
statement on behalf of the leaders of
churches in Christchurch city and
Canterbury province that surrounds
it.

Fifty people died and dozens were
injured after a gunman opened fire
on two Christchurch mosques during
Friday prayers. A 28-year-old Australian-born man has been charged
with murder.

“Church leaders are absolutely
devastated at the unprecedented
situation in Christchurch this
afternoon and our hearts and prayers
go to all involved. No religious
organisation or group deserves to be
Christchurch’s Anglican Bishop Peter the target of someone’s hate –
regardless of beliefs.
Carrell, who took office only last
month in a city still rebuilding from
“We stand for an Aotearoa New
devastating earthquakes in 2010 and Zealand which will never condone
2011, said in a statement issued while such violence. So across the
police were still searching for the
churches of Christchurch and
attacker that many people in the
Canterbury, we are praying for our
South Island city would have family Muslim brothers and sisters, for
and friends who were being affected those injured and those who have
by the disruption to central
lost loved ones, for the police,
Christchurch, “some of whom may
ambulance and other emergency
still be in a ‘lock-down’ situation”.
services, and for all in the city of
“Prayer for our inner Christchurch
city ministers (all denominations),
our schools, our hospitals and our
chaplains would be much

Christchurch who are feeling distress
and fear due to this event. We are
upholding you all in our prayers.

“We pray too for the shooter and their supporters, because for any person
to do this, they must have such hatred in their hearts, such misalignment of
the value of human life, that they too, need our prayer.
“We thank many others from around our nation and the world who are
praying for peace in Christchurch.”
Archbishop Richardson and his fellow NZ-based Primate, Maori
Archbishop Don Tamihere, expressed shock at the appalling and horrific
acts of violence in Christchurch.
“We feel utterly saddened for those who have lost their lives, and for their
families and loved ones who mourn them,” they said. “Indeed, we mourn
with them as fellow citizens and members of the same human whanau [a
Maori word for 'extended family'], and we utterly condemn the despicable
and cowardly acts of violence that took their lives.
“The freedom of worship and religious life is an absolute right to all in this
land. We choose to stand with our Muslim brothers and sisters and support
their continued and inalienable right to live and worship here in peace.
“All of us who live here in Aotearoa New Zealand must stand in solidarity
in the face of such evil – and we call upon Anglicans throughout Aotearoa
New Zealand to uphold all those affected in prayer, and to respond to this
act by rejecting the rhetoric of hatred and religious intolerance, and to
show compassion and kindness to all our neighbours who wish to live
here in peace.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury expressed profound sympathy for the victims and relatives of the terrorist act in NZ.
“Let all Christians pray for healing of people, interfaith relations and New
Zealand itself,” Archbishop Justin Welby said. “Jesus calls us to welcome
strangers and love our neighbour however different.”
Bishop Sarah Mullally of London, who told the BBC that “an attack against
faith anywhere is an attack on faith everywhere”, joined the Mayor of London, Mr Sadiq Khan, at Friday prayers at East London Mosque to honour
the victims of the Christchurch attack.

The Christchurch Inner-City
Christian Ministers’ Association
issued a letter to the Muslim
Community of Christchurch: “In the
face of today’s horrific shooting, the
combined inner-city Christian
ministers and their congregations
wish to extend our love to the wider
Muslim Community of Christchurch
and assure them of our friendship
and support at this time of great loss.

the violence against the Muslim
Community soon after the attack.
“While the situation is still unfolding,
it is clear that many innocent people
have been killed – may they rest in
peace,” a statement by the Council
said.
“The Jewish and Christian
communities send love and support
to our Muslim brothers and sisters.

“Such deadly violence aimed at
religious people has been unknown
in New Zealand – until now, and has
no place in our normally peaceful
country. Now is the time to stand
together, support our Muslim
“As members of two faith traditions,
friends, and most importantly, keep
born out of a shared Abrahamic
talking and keep working to better
inheritance, we stand in solidarity
understand each other.”
with you. Looking, and crying, to
The Anglican Assistant Bishop of
God, the source of all.
Wellington, Dr Eleanor Sanderson,
“Peace be with you.”
and Roman Catholic priest Fr Ron
The letter was signed on behalf of
Bennett, Christian co-chairs of the
Anglican, Baptist, Methodist,
interfaith group, led a small group of
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and
church representatives to the headSalvation Army congregations,
quarters of the Federation of Islamic
including the Christ Church
Associations of New Zealand, which
Transitional Anglican Cathedral, St
is based in the city’s Kilbirnie
Mary the Virgin in Addington and St Mosque.
Luke’s in the City.
The Chief Executive of the FederaIn the NZ capital, the Wellington
tion, Sultan Eusoff, said: “We want to
Abrahamic Council of Jews,
thank you all for your prayers and
Christians, and Muslims condemned coming here today. It’s important we
“Be assured of our continuing
prayers as our joint city community
and people struggle to understand
what has happened in the wake of
this unconscionable act.

stay together at this time of sadness. It’s good to know we have friends
supporting us in all of this.
“By and large New Zealanders of all walks of life have shared their lives
with us and we live happily together. Most importantly we must remain
united and are glad of people of other faith groups coming together with us
and praying for us, which brings us great solace and comfort at this
time.” [with ACNS, Anglican Taonga]

John Smith, founder of the God’s Squad motor cycle ministry, evangelist,
author died on the 6th of March. By chance or providence Eternity
published an essay by him in our 100th edition this month.
I have been battling cancer for almost 19 years. Eventually that has meant
chemical castration and radiation therapy and becoming almost
unrecognisable after losing my customary long hair and beard. But by
God’s grace I am still alive, contrary to medical expectations, and
determined to keep on doing my best to be useful. Here I want to share
some reflections arising out of my struggle with cancer.
I’ve been thinking about the cancer cells themselves and what they are
doing to me. As I understand it, virtually all normal cells in our body die
and are replaced continuously by another generation, with some changes
as we age. But cancer cells don’t have a use-by date; they just keep on
dividing. And each new cancer cell produces spawns more cancer cells,
and so on. In the end, unless the good Lord grants a miracle – a possibility I
do not discount – it’s inevitable that these cells will take me out. And take
me to a better place. So growth can be healthy or unhealthy in physical
terms.
Economic growth is currently a major focus in Australia. But what kind of
growth are we talking about? Can we call it healthy growth if we achieve a
surplus but fail to meet the needs of the community, particularly the poor,
disadvantaged or marginalised?

There is also an emphasis on growth
in many churches today, both large
and small. Globally, the Christian
faith is now growing at a rate never,
or rarely, seen before and faster than
any other religion. But I am
concerned. As I watch television and
YouTube, I often see leaders of mega
-churches whose teaching is quite
contrary to the words of Jesus as
recorded in the gospels. The
question must be asked: what are we
growing?

To my horror, a visiting white
preacher took over, even pushing
aside the very capable Aboriginal
leader who was supposed to preach.
Just before the offering was
collected, he asked an Aboriginal
woman to read the Bible passage in
which St Paul warns Timothy about
the love of money, describing it as
the root of all kinds of evil. But the
preacher had added his own words
between the lines from the Bible,
which contradicted everything that St
Paul was saying. Her reading ended
I witnessed a deeply disturbing
with the outrageous “promise” that if
example of disease within the church
their offering was generous, they
five years ago. A group of us, most of
would find that God had put a large
whom were Indigenous Christians,
amount of money into their account
had been out in the Australian
when they went to the bank on
desert, waiting on the Lord and
Monday.
gathering together simply in the
beautiful outback. We returned to a
Most of these people were
nearby town for a worship service
uneducated and economically naive,
where some of our group were to
ready to accept the word of a
take part in preaching, music and
preacher without question. What a
sharing stories.
betrayal of their trust!
The venue, an old tin shed, was
packed with local Aboriginal people.
Most were living in poverty on
welfare handouts in a community
where alcoholism and family
violence were rife, as evidenced by
the broken arms of some women who
attended.

Sadly, this man is not alone in using
inappropriate methods to promote
giving for ministry or gaining
converts. I watched a well-known
American healer-preacher on TV
saying with great cynicism: “You
know there are many preachers who
say give and expect nothing in
return. How dumb thou art, how

dumb thou art,” he sang. He seemed
unaware that the words he was
scorning were spoken by Jesus
himself. Others are preaching that if
you have faith you will become rich.

For the church, as for cancer, the key
question is not how fast you are
growing but what you are growing.

But I have to ask this: if you build
your church on a distortion or
Jesus said beware of covetousness – contradiction of what Jesus taught,
an excessive desire to possess
what are you growing? Is it healthy
something or someone – calling it
growth or is it a heretical, cancerous
the sin of idolatry. He was referring
growth that will threaten the spiritual
to the Ten Commandments in the Old life of both church and individual?
Testament, which place devotion to
A church is also at risk of unhealthy
the one true God as the highest
growth if it emphasises the appealing
priority and ban idol worship and
inclusiveness of Jesus but loses sight
covetousness.
of the exclusiveness inherent in the
When Jesus encountered a rich
call for those who follow Jesus – the
young ruler who believed he had
call to be committed to the godliness,
kept all the commandments since he goodness and integrity the gospel is
was a child, he said, “One thing you meant to bring to our lives. While
lack. Sell everything you’ve got, give Jesus showed his compassion and
it to the poor and come follow me.” In acceptance by rescuing the woman
contrast, the advice of some pastors who was about to be stoned for
today would be to work hard, do well, adultery, he also said to her, “Go and
give a tenth or more to the church
sin no more.”
and be good to people.
I hear of some churches who rely on
I don’t enjoy criticising my fellow
secular selection criteria such as
preachers and I’m certainly not
education, age and physical attracagainst healthy church growth. I
tiveness when making appointments,
know that all of us preachers fall
while neglecting spiritual aspects of
short of being right about
the process. I know a very fine
everything. We all make mistakes in musician who offered to be part of
interpreting the biblical text.
the worship band at a large church.
Thankfully God is loving and
He was turned away because he was
powerful enough to deal with that.
overweight and didn’t project the
right image. Did this man’s deep

longing to use his musical gifts to honour God and lead people to Jesus
count for nothing? Elsewhere a musician failed an age limit test: she was
over 35!
Throughout history, God has used ordinary people in extraordinary ways to
grow his church. They didn’t need impressive qualifications or praise
sessions well-crafted for television. They held prayer meetings where they
cried out to God, sometimes through the night, until the Spirit fell. That
passion and willingness to follow the promptings of the Spirit, whatever the
personal cost, is at the heart of healthy church growth.
A focus on slick marketing, professional performances and trendy church
buildings may attract a crowd. But is that necessarily healthy growth?
For the church, as for cancer, the key question is not how fast you are
growing but what you are growing. Whatever the size of your church, is it
reflecting Jesus and what he taught? He shed his blood not only for us but
also for the church itself, so that it might be like a pure bride, walking
morally and ethically in the goodness and integrity of Jesus himself.
I sometimes wonder whether, despite great growth of so-called Christian
movements, we may be observing a departure from New Testament faith
more dangerous than any since the time of the Reformation, when house
cleaning was required because widespread worldliness had undermined
the teaching and practices so clearly demanded by Jesus and his apostolic
disciples.
Rev. Dr John Smith was an international speaker, author and founder of
God’s Squad Christian Motorcycle Club International, Concern Australia
and St Martin’s Community Church in Melbourne.
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Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of
Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional
Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests,
deacons and Religious of the Anglican
Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to pray for the Hong
Kong Sheng Kung Hui, for its
Archbishop, The Most Revd Paul
Kwong and for all his clergy and
people.

Pray for Fr James and for Fr
Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we
support them as they work among us
in Christ’s name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)

We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person
with us. May both our parishes be
blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in
love, may bring those who do not
know you to the knowledge and love
of you; for the honour of your name.
Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them
for such is the kingdom of heaven’.
Bless, Lord, your children who now
stand before you in prayer. Help them
to understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with
your Father and the Holy Spirit, now,
always and forever. Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death In love and charity please
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me remember the recently departed,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust; that God may grant them a place of
lead me from hate to love, from war to refreshment, light and peace.
peace.
Pray, too, for, Gwenith Alice
Let peace fill our hearts, our world,
Millicent Whitehead; Charles Walter
our universe.
Spare; Ronald George Norman; John
Harry Ploughman; Valerie Adele
Pray for all in need, remembering
Climpson; Dianna Wampfler and for
especially this week all the victims of
any others whose year’s mind falls
last week shootings in Christchurch.
around this time.
We pray for peace in our nation so that
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord,
we may combat violence and hatred.
and let light perpetual shine upon them!

Pray for the sick and their
carers: Andrew; Joyce Bannister;

Margaret Baseley; Jenny Bounds; John
Burns; John Carey; Jan Cowan, Hilary
Davies; Dave Ernst; Jim Foster;
Florence; Juliette Harris; Anna
Laurence; Shirley Lowe; Melissa;
Fr Reg Mills; Jan Morgan; Alister &
Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; Jean
Storey; Nancy Thompson; Margaret
Wheatley; Bob Woods

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion
on Wednesday at 10.30am.
Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Monday 25th March - The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary



Friday 29th March - John Keble, Priest (d.1866)
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