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ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

     

 Welcome! We are glad you have found us!     P.3 

 Seasonal Lunches              p.5 

 RIP Eminence, Archbishop Stylianos                 p.8        

Harkianakis  

     And Much More… 

    Sunday 31st March 2019 -                                  
     Fourth Sunday in Lent -                         
     LAETARE SUNDAY  

Mothering Sunday - Mid-Lent Sunday  

Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am –  Parish Eucharist AND Blessing & 

    Distribution of Simnel Cake  

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Monday 1st April at 

7.30pm-8.30pm in the 

Chapel of Our Lady –        

Christian Meditation Group 

 Tuesday 2nd April -                  

NO Lenten study   

 Sunday 14th April at 8am & 

9.30am Services - Palm 

Sunday 

 Monday 15th April -               

Holy Monday - 7pm Holy             

Communion Service  

 Tuesday 16 April at 

1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital - 

Judith Rough – Soprano,           

Nicole Smeulders - Contralto 

and John Martin – Pianist                    

Music by Dvořák and                

Rachmaninov 

 Holy Saturday 20th April  

at 9am - Preparation of 

Church for Easter  

 Easter Sunday 21st April - 

8am- Sung Festival                     

Eucharist                                        

9.30am - Festival Choral           

Eucharist    



Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in Christ. 

We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member makes to 

the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize the sacred 

worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, gender identity, gender            

expression, race, ethnic origin, economic reality, family status, sexual                   

orientation, diverse ability, or social status. We believe that through Christ 

we are being included and welcomed by God and one another. As we                      

journey towards inclusion, we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people,  

especially to those who have known the pain of exclusion and discrimina-

tion within the church, affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We 

invite all persons to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our 

lives through the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that 

end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all 

persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                              

community of faith.  

Warmest best wishes to all who celebrated a birthday during March                  

especially Paul Philips and Sam Giddy and any others whose birthdays 

fell this month – many happy returns and every blessing. 

We will share a birthday cake at morning tea after the 9.30 am Eucharist 

this morning.    Happy days! 

 

 



Today we have reached the mid-

point of the Lenten season 

(Sundays are not counted as part   

of Lent and they are “little feast 

days” in this Solemn season). 

The 4th Sunday in Lent is also 

known as Laetare Sunday: (from the 

old Introit at Mass- Laetare Jerusa-

lem “O be joyful, Jerusalem” – Isai-

ah 66:10), otherwise known as 

Mothering Sunday.  We mark this 

mid-Lenten feast with the distribu-

tion of Simnel cake, (and  often with 

little posies of fresh  flowers for 

Mother) traditionally with its  dis-

tinct band of marzipan in the mid-

dle to remind us that we are still in 

the strictures of Lent. In the Church 

of England this Sunday has been 

observed to honour Mothers – the 

true Mothers’ Day and today the 

Anglican Church honours Our Lady, 

mother of the Church, we honour 

Mother Church, our Mother Coun-

try and our dear earthly Mothers 

including those who are now in the 

closer presence of the Lord.  We 

give thanks for their lives and the 

nurturing they have given us – we 

pray for all who have the care and 

responsibility for children and may 

children everywhere know the love 

of God, their heavenly father in 

their lives.  May we all know the 

love of God in our lives as he has 

called each of us to be His children. 

Thanks be to God for all Mothers. 

We extend our thanks to Pam and 

to all who helped to make our bus 

trip on Friday such a special day. 

Pam and her team of helpers made 

the day a delight for all who came 

and we thank them all for their 

care. 

We also thank Caroline who helps 

Pam prepare the extensive booklet 

that accompanies each bus trip. 

Thank you sincerely to the very 

kind parishioner who made our                    

Simnel Cake for us this year. 

Thank you sincerely to the parish-

ioner who kindly gave us Giles,                 

the Episcopal Church Mouse.   

Thank you to St Paul’s Association 

of Changeringers Burwood for 

their generous donation of $500 

from the Bellringers for use for the 

heritage  of St Paul’s.  

 



≈ 1st April – Tom                                                                                                                            

≈ 8th April– Kerin                                                                                                              

≈ 15th April – Gabriel                                                                                                          

≈ 22nd April (Easter Monday) – No bread                                                                   

≈ 29th April – Margaret                                                                                                       

≈ 6th May – Tom                                                                                                                   

≈ 13th May – Kerin                                                                                                                    

≈ 20th May – Gabriel                                                                                                  

≈ 27th May – Margaret                                                                                                   

≈ 3rd June – Antonia  

We are starting these again this year. The first will be the Autumn            

Fundraiser. It will be on the Sunday 2nd June and will be Quiche/

salad/slice. Keep the date free. Tickets will be available at a later date 

and will be $10 or $12 on the day.  

 

Everyone is welcome to join the Lenten Study on Tuesday nights in the 

Rectory at 7.30 p.m. as we reflect on The Cross An Australian Journey 

with the beautiful text and paintings by Sr. Helen Barnes, RSJ. 

Please note that there won’t be Lenten Study this coming Tuesday 2nd 

of April.  The next Lenten Study will be on Tuesday 9th of April. 

Also please note that  Tuesday Studies will be on break from   

Tuesday 16th of April and will return on Tuesday 28th of May.   

 

                                                                                            

Daylight savings ends next weekend, Sunday 7th 

April. So enjoy an extra hour in bed before you 

get up to come to St Paul’s! 
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Our worship of God last week was wonderful: bells calling us to                          

worship, beautiful music uplifting us in the liturgy, sharing the Sacrament 

of Holy Communion, children playing boisterously, and lots of people 

gaining a real sense of God's love for them – this was all very good. 

And then, having worshipped God, it was good to gather for our AGM to 

thank God for God's goodness over the past year and to look forward in 

hope to the coming year(s). 

Those elected and appointed are: 

Rector's Warden:  Dr. Jane Carrick 

People's Wardens:  Mrs. Elizabeth Griffiths, Mrs. Pam Brock 

Parish Councillors: Dr. Andrew Connolly, Ms. Rosemary King, Mrs.                

Barbara Stone, Mr. Bill Sullivan, Mrs. Marjorie Gunasekara, Mrs. Barbara 

Hawkins, Mrs. Jane Cordina, Ms. Tara Cordina 

Parish Nominators: Ms. Rosemary King, Dr. Jane Carrick, Mrs. Elizabeth 

Griffiths, Mrs. Pam Brock, Dr. Andrew Connolly 

Safe Ministry Representative: Ms. Rosemary King (appointed by the 

Rector) 

Synod Representatives: Ms. Rosemary King, Mr. Robert McLean (both 

have another year to serve) 

Auditor:  Mr. Geoff Adcock 

Thank you for being prepared to serve God and God's people at St. 

Paul's. We are grateful to you for your care and commitment. 

We are most grateful to all those who have served the Parish so well in 

any capacity over the past year. 

Our first Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday the 10th of 

April (because the 17th is in Holy Week) at 7.30 p.m. in the Rectory. We 

begin each Parish Council meeting with a Eucharist. 



The use of the ABM Lenten Envelope is a means by which we do                   

something positive in Lent by giving to the work of the Anglican Board of 

Missions rather than giving something up (eg chocolate, alcohol, sweets 

etc). Each week we should have received a different ABM envelope for 

this purpose but some how it didn’t always work out that way! 

If you would like to use the ABM Lenten Envelope as part of your Lenten 

experience read the information on the Envelope which speaks about an 

aspect of ABM’s work and return the envelope on the plate.  S. Paul’s has 

been a strong supporter of ABM over many years and through the Len-

ten envelope we make our contribution to the wider mission of Christ’s 

church at home and abroad.  Don’t miss your ABM Lenten Envelope 

each Sunday. 

It was announced last week that the Royal School of Music is to bestow 

the award of Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music (FRSCM) on the 

Reverend Michael Deasey.  

FRSCM is the highest of four honorary awards made by the RSCM, and 

awarded for ‘achievements in church music and/or liturgy of                               

international significance, or for exceptional musical and/or liturgical 

work within the RSCM’.  

The citation reads: 

Michael Deasey is a former student of the College of St Nicholas at               

Addington Palace. He directed the music at St Andrew’s Cathedral,              

Sydney for a quarter of a century, and after ordination served for a          

decade as Precentor and director of music at All Saints’ Cathedral,               

Bathurst. He has supported and engaged in the local work of the RSCM 

for over half a century in England, Canada and Australia.  

The award ceremony will take place at the RSCM Celebration Day on 

Saturday 5 October 2019 at Salisbury Cathedral, England.  

 



“I am the Resurrection and the life”… John 11: 25  

 Your Grace Bishop Seraphim, 

 We are very much saddened and with a heavy heart to hear the passing 

away of His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos, Primate of the Greek                    

Orthodox Church in Australia. 

He was a great leader, an icon, a teacher, a theologian, an ambassador 

for the Greek Orthodox Community since April 1975. 

 Through his leadership, the Greek Orthodox community expanded in 

clergy, churches, Greek schools (K-12), St Andrews Theological College, 

nursing homes, and many more, in the expansion of the Greek Orthodox 

Church and community in the State of NSW, and in particular, Australia. 

The NSW Ecumenical Council extends condolence to His Grace Bishop 

Seraphim and the Greek Orthodox Church in NSW and in Australia. 

 On behalf of the 16 Member Churches, please accept our sincere              

condolence and sympathy to your precious community.  

We would appreciate further details and announcement of the funeral 

and commemorative services.  

May his memory be eternal. 

From: Fr Shenouda Mansour, NSW Ecumenical Council General Secretary  

 

 

“Fasting cleanses the soul, raises the mind, subjects one’s flesh to the 

spirit, renders the heart contrite and humble, scatters the clouds of   

concupiscence, quenches the fire of lust, kindles the true light of                        

chastity.”  - St. Augustine 



‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.’ Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as 

yourself.’ 

How do we at St Pauls demonstrate the love of Christ to each other 

and to our neighbour?  

This is happening more and more. It seems that every week more is                  

happening and that’s because people are reaching out to respond to 

God’s call. Years ago Jude Laurence saw a need for young mums to have 

somewhere to meet and bring their babies and small children to                         

socialise with others. And so the  Playgroup was born. Six or seven 

years later it is a thriving outreach with an excellent reputation in the 

district as one of the better Play Groups in the area.  

For several years now St John of God Hospital in Burwood has contribut-

ed to the purchase of play equipment for the children and just recently 

has given a most substantial donation to Play group. Even though no 

one is asked to make any financial donation to keep the play group go-

ing, it has sustained itself financially without seeking funds from the 

parish. 

You have already heard about the Parish Pantry which has been                        

operating for a similar length of time. Parishioners have very thought-

fully contributed much of the food that has been given away and some                     

donations have been made, but again we are very proud to say that no 

money from the offertory has been drawn down for this purpose. 

Community Hubs and Life Jacket incur no cost to the parish community 

but have provided services to people in need. This year we will go into 

the third year of running the Community Hubs which are open to any-

one who has need of the services offered, and certainly people from 

the parish have availed themselves of these opportunities. Here we are 

ably assisted by David Ip and his team from Anglicare. 



As the names suggests Life Jacket started out providing blankets,                

sleeping bags and warm coats (Life Jacket) for street people of the inner 

city. This was the  brain child of Dr Bob Woods, which over time has               

expanded to provide a range of items that meet needs of rough sleepers 

and street people. All goods that are given away come by way of                    

donation.  Dr Jane Carrick, Tara Cordina and Jane Cordina  work very 

hard to make sure that we always have quality clothing items to offer and 

meet the needs to these people as and when we can. We now have a 

huge team of people  that distribute this clothing whenever we go.  

In order to further meet these peoples’ needs we have added a vet clinic 

to this team. Dr David Hughes and his team from Concord Veterinary 

Hospital  are now regular attendees, administering vaccinations,                

worming treatments and general check ups as well as giving out dog 

and cat food, collars, leads and dishes. They are now an integral party of 

the team. 

Good Choice Dental Clinic have come on board this year, offering free 

dental check ups, cleaning and fluoride treatments along with a full set 

of mouth X Rays. They are able to refer on people who need further 

treatment. 

Just this week we have started an English literacy class and a                  

computing skills class.  With the help of Michael Ng, from Jodi McKay’s 

office the English literacy class got off to a flying start with 7 more                

people than expected turning up. This is an important connection with 

the growing Chinese community in Burwood. Kerin Brown and Margaret 

Whittaker have put in a great deal of planning to ensure its success.  

The Computing skills class will commence later this week and will be 

run by Marg Harris, supported by Pete and Lynn. 10 computers have 

been supplied free of charge by Open Arms – A Little Helping Hand  

and a further three from Wayne Greenwood’s company. 

Maybe you have noted that both of these classers are being run by 

members of the Choir. 

 



It is such a privilege to work and worship with so many caring people, so 

many people who genuinely love and help their fellow people. But let’s 

not fall into complacency and let someone else do the heavy lifting, let 

us keep up the hard work knowing in our hearts that we have                     

genuinely tried to keep the two great commandments. For it is by being 

a part of this parish you show love to our  fellows.  

Christian Meditation at St Paul’s  

Mondays, 7:30PM – 8:30PM in the Chapel of Our Lady 

All are welcome to join this newly-formed Christian Meditation group. 

This group provides a space during the week to experience stillness and 

to be present with God in contemplation and community. 

Participants will be invited into the practice of Christian mediation in a 

manner that is both guided and community-oriented. Each week’s group 

will commence with teaching and guidance, followed  by a time of                

silence in prayer. In our fast-paced and noisy world, all are most                        

welcome to spend time with God in silence and in community. 

Please note that Meditation will be cancelled during Holy Week and  

Monday 22nd & Tuesday 23rd of April.  

 

Tickets for the Mother's Day raffle will be                      

available for sale. They will be $2 each              

or 3 for $5.                                                                                             

The first prize will be the much sort after 

hand crocheted rug made by one of our 

parishioners. 
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Our sound system has been thoroughly checked by RØDE Microphones 

and also our parishioner, Glenn Leembruggen, and is in perfect                  

working order. However, the band width which our system operates on 

is exactly the same as for all Wi-Fi. It is the Wi-Fi that is causing the 

problems and RØDE Microphones are very kindly considering options 

to improve the system. Can you please turn your mobile off or select 

flight mode.  Thank you. 

I will be taking leave from Sunday 3rd March for a few weeks. I will be 

in hospital for part of that time. I am well, and I look forward to                      

resuming my work.  

David Russell has very kindly agreed to conduct the Choir for services 

on Ash Wednesday and the First Sunday in Lent. Jeremy Southwood will 

then conduct the choir until my return.  

I am most grateful to both David and Jeremy and I thank them very 

much.                             

-  Sheryl Southwood  

Our Regional Bishop, Bishop Michael Stead, will be with us on                       

Sunday 2nd of June, 2019, and we hope to have a Confirmation Service 

that day at the 9.30 a.m. Choral Eucharist.   Are you, or anyone that you 

know, interested in being Confirmed, Received into the Anglican               

Communion,  Admitted to Communion, or Baptized? Please speak with 

Fr. James, Fr. Michael, or Rosemary if you are, or anyone that you know 

is, interested in being Confirmed, Received into the Anglican                    

Communion, Admitted to Communion, or Baptized. 

 



If you have been following                    

Fr James notices you will have 

heard that this year the Parish is 

going to have a retreat. 

Firstly, not every one will want to 

go and indeed we probably don’t 

have enough places for this to   

happen. 

The parish will operate as normal 

with Fr Michael taking the usual 

Sunday services.  

The dates of the Retreat will be                

Fri 5th July to Sunday 7th July 

and will be held at St Mary’s               

Towers at Douglas Park. The                 

Retreat Leader will be Fr Michael 

Fallon. 

If this idea appeals to you put  

these dates in your diary now.  

BUT REMEMBER EVERYTHING AT 

ST PAUL’S WILL CONTINUE AS 

USUAL  

Please see the flyer at the back of 

the church for more information.  

 

 

 

 

We use a special form of the              

Gospel Acclamation as below: 

Gospeller:  Praise to you, Lord             

Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus 

Christ, king of endless glory! 

Gospeller:  The acclamation                

sentence is said. 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus 

Christ, king of endless glory! 

In the Offertory we offer ourselves 

to God as a living sacrifice. God 

graciously accepts this gift,              

represented in the bread and the 

wine, and makes something                

beautiful of them.                                                                                                                                                       

Sin is alienation from God, self, and 

others.  

Therefore the Greeting of the 

Peace is a sign of our                                   

reconciliation, through Christ’s     

sacrifice, with God, self, and                    

others, and is a integral part of our 

worship of God.  

 

 



The tragedy in Christchurch leaves us all shocked             

and silent in the face of such tragedy.  

That such violence could occur against our peace 

loving Muslim sisters and brothers (for all people are God's children) is 

appalling. We lament the loss of innocent lives – lives of faithful people 

worshipping God in a house of prayer. 

However we can’t allow our grief and shock to prevent us from                  

speaking out against the causes of this violence. 

Gun control is at the heart of the solution along with a clamping down 

on hate speech and the incitement to violence the such speech                     

engenders particularly as perpetrated by the hard line alt right and by 

politicians who have used the race card to divide us. 

The people of New Zealand and Australia are better than this and we 

will not allow those who seek to divide us to succeed – the way of hate 

leads to death and the way of love leads to life – we choose love and 

life. 

We are considering ways linking the communities of Christchurch, 

Grafton and Burwood as we seek to create a peaceful and respectful 

world.   

That many of those massacred in Christchurch were in fact refugees 

seeking peace and security in a peaceful country only adds to the                   

horror of the situation. 

 

 

 

 

You can join us on our Facebook page:                                                                                                    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/ 

Forthcoming events and other interesting news will be posted there! 

Thank you Margaret Whittaker for your care in administrating our                             

Facebook page.  
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Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the               

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                

parish."   

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                   

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 

 

 



List of items most needed for the 

parish pantry: 

 Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter 

chicken, Green chicken curry, 

Chicken satay, etc       

 Boxed meals                                                                                                

 Tins of corned beef, spam,                                                                                                        

ham;     

 Sugar;    

 Boxes of Cereals   

 All Day Breakfast by Heinz;                            

 Tinned tuna, sardines,          

 Harvest Meals in a tin                           

eg Vegetables and Sausages 

 Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant 

potato, pasta, spaghetti                     

 Tinned corn      

 Tinned vegetables                                                                                                

 Sweet & savoury biscuits;                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 Tinned fruit                                             

 Rice Cream 

 Pasta sauces  

 

 

For the kitchen: 

 Washing up liquid 

 Paper towels 

 Chux  

 Sponges 

For the laundry: 

 Washing powder 

Health  

 Shampoo & Conditioner  

 

  
EACH WEEK WE RUN OUT 

OF :  

 CEREALS 

 SUNRISE MEALS IN A 

BOX  

 SPAM AND CORNED 

BEEF 

 COFFEE 

 SUGAR 

The wonderful torches and a few fans are                 

available again from the trading table. They are 

$3 each or two for $5. This could include a fan and a torch or        

two torches or two fans. 
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When we started collecting loose change to improve our altar linen last 

year, our initial aim was to have new altar cloths for the main altar and 

the north chapel for Christmas. Thanks to everyone's generosity we 

have been able to purchase the first altar cloth and are well on the way 

to the second altar cloth. We will then look at repairs and replacement 

of some of our older vestments as well as ensuring our supply of                       

everyday linens such as purificators and corporals is also maintained. 

Again many thanks and please feel free to continue ridding yourself of 

those annoying little coins by putting them in the blue box at the back. 

Collection given at St Paul’s last 

week:  $2143   

Other collection given :                                                                                                                

– Parish Pantry: $160   

– Votive Candles: $203 

 Total amount given: $2506 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 



ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD 

LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019 

1.15pm – 1.45pm 

April 16 

  
Judith Rough – Soprano, Nicole Smeulders -                 

Contralto and John Martin – Pianist 
Music by Dvoř ák and Rachmaninov 

May 21 Alan Hicks Piano Trio 
  

June 18 Conservatorium students 
  

July 23 
  

Joshua Ryan – Assistant Organist, 
St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney 

August 20 Conservatorium students 
  

September 10 Artist. Tentatively booked TBC 
  

October 15 Conservatorium students 
  

November 5 James McDonald – Guitar 
  

November 19 Christopher Harris – Baritone 
  

December 17 Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano 
  



St Paul’s Anglican Church 

205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood 

 

We welcome back to our 

LUNCHTIME RECITAL SERIES 

Soprano - Judith Rough 

Contralto - Nicole Smeulders 

John Martin - Piano 

Tuesday 16 April 2019 

1.15pm-1.45pm 

Songs and arias by Dvořák 

and Rachmaninov 

 

Entry by donation - thank you 

 

Refreshments will follow in the rectory 



 

 

Palm Sunday, 14 April 

 8.00am Sung Eucharist  

 9.30am Choral Eucharist 

 

Holy Monday, 15 April 7.00pm  Holy Communion in the Chapel 

Holy Tuesday, 16 April  7.00pm  Holy Communion in the Chapel 

Holy Wednesday, 17 April 10.30am  Holy Communion in the Chapel 

                                   7.00pm  Holy Communion in the Chapel 

Maundy  Thursday, 18 April  7.00pm Sung Eucharist  

 

 

Good Friday, 19 April 9.00am Liturgy of the Lord’s Death 

Holy Saturday, 20 April  9.00am  Preparation of church for Easter 

Easter Day, 21 April  8.00am  Sung Festival Eucharist                                                              

 9.30am Festival Choral Eucharist  

  

 



 

Deo Gloria Trust lecture on the topic, 'Good news for everyone?                   

Evangelism and other faiths', delivered at Lambeth Palace last night.  

Thank you to the trustees of the Deo Gloria Trust for giving me the honour 

of delivering this year’s lecture on evangelism. 

May I add my own warm welcome to the staff and friends of London School 

of Theology, and to Ruwani Gunawardene, who I know has worked so hard 

to make this evening’s event happen. I apologise for the cold in here. If you 

fall asleep – well don’t.  

Joshua 5.2-12; Psalm 32;  

2 Corinthians 5.16-21; Luke 5.11-32 

There are probably few stories that Jesus tells in the 

New Testament that are as moving and significant to all 

of us as that of the Prodigal Son. No tale illustrates God’s 

love and forgiveness in such tender ways. I often try to 

place myself in the place of the prodigal son on his journey home and to feel 

what he must have felt, a spiritual exercise that can bring me to some grief, 

then imagining the joy not only of the welcome home but the reconciliation 

that came with it. This Lenten season we remember that we are walking that 

same road home to the father where we are welcomed and forgiven through 

Christ.  

 Pray for reconciliation with those who we have wronged and who have 

wronged us; and pray that we might be as quick to show mercy and love 

as the father from the parable.  

 Give thanks for the Provinces of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan, 

and Sudan. Pray for peace between and within both countries. 

Text: The Rev Will Johnston © Anglican Board of Mission, 2019 



On becoming Archbishop of                 

Canterbury I hoped to support the 

Five Marks of Mission of the              

Anglican Communion and the    

Quinquennial Goals of the Church 

of England over this phase of the 

Church’s life by giving special                  

priority to: prayer and the renewal 

of the religious life in community, 

reconciliation, and evangelism. 

I suspected at the time that the             

priority of evangelism would                         

produce the most mixed response. 

For some, there would be high-fives 

and celebration, but for others                   

perhaps a look of horror, and a                       

response of, “Here we go again”: yet 

another Christian leader pushing a 

recruitment drive! 

The starting point for any treatment 

of evangelism must have nothing to 

do with any presumed evangelical 

tribalism , and everything to do with 

the heart of the Christian faith. 

In Christ Jesus, the whole of                  

humanity is offered the gift of life 

with God, overcoming and                   

transforming all the mess that we 

call sin. All that we know of God-in-

Christ, however partial, however 

much a tiny foretaste of what is to be 

revealed, has implications not just 

for me, but   every single person on 

this planet.  

There are two foundational                  

principles here: the centrality of the 

person and work of Jesus Christ, and 

the universal offer of  salvation 

through Christ. The history of the 

Church being embedded in               

different cultures and languages               

reflects a story that makes a                     

difference in time and place; where 

history is interrupted by God’s free 

gift to every one of us. 

I speak as someone who made a 

very clear decision to respond to 

God’s free gift of salvation. I may be 

Archbishop of Canterbury but I’ve 

not always been into this world of 

Christian faith. On October 12th, 

1975, just before midnight, I prayed 

a prayer that changed my whole life. 

I remember saying to God, “I don’t 

know much if anything about you, 

but please come into my life and 

take charge.” 

I knew I faced a fork in the road: a 

decision to go one way, or another, 

and I knew that it had huge                    

repercussions for me. I actually 

thought it would completely spoil 

my life! 

In fact it was the opposite. I wasn’t 

doing something that was merely 

about my personal comfort; a kind 

of private, spiritual lifestyle choice. 



This decision was about public truth. 

Words like justice, love, mercy would 

take on new meaning and weight  

because of Jesus Christ. Following 

Jesus Christ would be the business 

of public truth. 

The famous Russian Orthodox         

scholar Vladimir Lossky has this 

lovely phrase: “Jesus was the first ful-

ly human being”. In Jesus, I had         

begun to see how I ought to be, and 

how the world ought to be. Seeing 

the truth of who Christ is somehow 

connects us with the grain of the  

universe even in the midst of              

continued failings and struggles. 

That first tentative prayer, but clear 

decision in 1975, following the             

witness of friends at university, their 

prayers, their listening to me, and 

the patient discussions we had late 

at night, was a response to the            

transforming love of Christ; a gift            

offered to all of us. 

Now I’m in that odd band of                   

Christians in professional Christian 

ministry (or in my case, semi-

professional!), I’m no less aware that 

the salvation offered to me in Christ 

is free. It’s gift. I did not earn it and I 

never could. 

As it says in Romans 6, “The free gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” That’s not just life in the 

hereafter but it’s participation in 

God’s kingdom life of justice and 

peace on earth here and now. I didn’t 

deserve any of this but through all 

the ups and downs, and, at times, the 

cost, it was the best decision I ever 

made. 

It’s the best decision anyone could 

make, and it is exactly the same for 

everyone, clergy, Archbishops,  

criminals (sometimes they overlap), 

anyone. 

Sounds like good news, doesn’t it? 

Well this is where we get to the red 

meat of our lecture title: is                     

evangelism really good news for 

everyone; and especially those of 

other faiths? I’m told that I.T. profes-

sionals have this acronym for what 

they regard as ideal system designs: 

“WYSIWYG”. What You See Is What 

You Get. 

It’s a good lesson for the Church: 

what you see is what you get. This 

good news is free, undeserved, a 

sheer gift from God available to all. 

The word evangelism from the 

Greek, literally means “good news”. 

When we make our evangelism a 

product in a marketplace or an               

expression of cultural superiority, 

then we are falling short of the        



message given to us. In fact we are blaspheming and denying it. Indeed, it 

is possible to embark upon evangelism in a way that denies and even             

contradicts the very one we proclaim. 

If it is free and undeserved, then there should be no place for coercion, for 

imperialistic ambition, for bait-and-switch techniques that buy people into 

the Church. Those practices are decidedly Bad News!  

We would do well to start with the words of 1 Peter 3:15: “Always be ready 

to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an account of the 

hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your con-

science clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your 

good conduct in Christ may be put to shame.” 

We need to be ready: ready to speak, to share. This is hope for the world! 

But let that witness be seasoned with gentleness and respect. And let our 

actions of love, compassion, respect, gentleness confirm this as good news 

not bad news! 

It was Marshall McLuhan that came up with that truism, “the medium is the 

message”. Our evangelism, our witness, needs to reflect the message of 

salvation in Christ: the generous, universal gift; otherwise we are betraying 

the message entrusted to us. 

That our message calls us to certain standards is not lost on those of other 

faiths because all too often the Church has been bad news. 

This is where I’d like to suggest several challenges as we think about the 

work of witness and evangelism in our current context of religious diversity. 

The Golden Rule  

The first challenge I wish to make is one to our Christian Ethics. In   

working out ‘how then should we live?’ there are a whole host of situations 

that we face where we have no prescriptive guide of what to do. 

In Christian freedom, we are called to pray, to worship, to read the Bible, 

celebrate the Eucharist and be accountable to each other in the Church. 

Out of these repeated disciplines, we seek to live as Christ would have us 

live in the world. 



One key indicator of our ethical lives 

together as Christians comes from 

what has become known as the 

“golden rule”. In Matthew 7:12, Jesus 

exhorts his followers “in everything 

do to others as you would have them 

do to you, for this is the law and the 

prophets.” 

Have you ever been in a situation 

where someone has tried to               

persuade you of something without 

listening to anything you have said, 

not caring about your own                     

experiences, and, what’s more, spent 

most of the time belittling your 

views? 

I’d like to suggest that one of the 

most effective ways for Christians to 

learn about ethical evangelism is for 

us to experience what it is like to be 

witnessed to by someone of another 

faith in ways that don’t seem to              

respect our own integrity or                

freedom, so we can then recognise 

where Christians sometimes act in 

that way.  

If you haven’t experienced this first 

hand, then I would encourage you to 

some imaginative process of                

empathy that might shape the           

practise of our evangelism. 

In 2009, the Christian-Muslim Forum 

agreed a text suggesting how both 

communities could share their faith 

with mutual respect and understand-

ing. Islam is another tradition that  

believes it has universal application 

and so Muslims are committed to 

their equivalent of evangelism: 

“da’wah”. 

The guidelines for witness            

acknowledged that we could freely 

hold contrasting claims with           

universal implication, but that putting 

ourselves in the other’s shoes would 

help us do this with genuine respect. 

As well as rejecting coercion and in-

ducements, one of the guidelines as-

serts that “We will speak of our faith 

without demeaning or ridiculing the 

faith of others”.  

Let me just pause for a second. Be-

cause how often do we hear Chris-

tian proclamation about Islam that, 

either through ignorance or deliber-

ately, demeans the faith of the other? 

We seek to persuade people of the 

love of Christ by pointing out their 

own deficiencies rather than the 

beauty and wonder of the life offered 

in Christ.  

This is a big statement but it’s based 

on the golden rule: would I want to 

have a discussion about my Christian 

faith, what is most precious to me, if 

the other person spent their time  



ridiculing my faith? I would want to know the other person were listening 

to me and taking me seriously. 

If I would want that, then I should give that freedom to others. 

In the Anglican Church Calendar, we remember Sadhu Sundar Singh. He 

was an Indian follower of Christ, living the itinerant life of a holy man at 

the beginning of the twentieth century. Sundar Singh had known the trans-

forming power of Christ Jesus and wanted to tell others about Jesus. 

He would tell stories that represented his understanding of this free gift. 

One such story that speaks to the heart of our ethics of evangelism is of a 

man in a dark house. This man can see only by the light of a candle. 

Sundar Singh said, “Do we quench the candle, or do we open the doors 

and the windows to let in the light of the sun?” Let us never be guilty of de-

meaning  the light that others have, just show them something of the light 

we know. 

Let’s tell people about Jesus and witness to what he has done for us, with-

out feeling the need to presume to tell others of their inadequacy. 

Truly listening to the other  

This moves us on to the second challenge, and that is to truly listen to 

the person of another faith in our witness. Another aspect of the medium 

is the message, of What You See Is What You Get, is the incarnational nature 

of the Christian faith. 

God, in Christ, enters into the life of the world in time and place. God has 

entered, irreversibly, into the hopes and dreams of his creation: the salva-

tion story is one shot-through with dialogue. 

The Word doesn’t just speak, but listens! Here’s where I want to share 

something of the “Gospel According to Pixar”.  

In the film, The Incredibles, the villain, Syndrome, has Mr Incredible, our 

erstwhile hero, trapped, and begins to talk him through his motivations, 

“Now you respect me, because I'm a threat. That's the way it works. Turns 

out there are lots of people, whole countries, that want respect, and will 

pay through the nose to get it. How do you think I got rich? I invented 



weapons, and now I have a weapon 

that only I can defeat, and when I un-

leash it…” 

At this point, Mr Incredible tries to 

escape, and then Syndrome says, 

“You sly dog! You got me                          

monologuing!” 

It’s a humorous take on a common-

place convention in adventure films 

where the villain shows off while the 

hero tries to keep him talking until 

he works out a way to get out of the 

fix he is in. 

Let’s be honest. How much of our 

evangelism is monologuing? Speak-

ing irrelevantly to those who may as 

well not be there, and if they did get 

a word-in-edge ways, it would make 

no difference whatsoever to what we 

were saying anyway. 

Becky Pippert puts it well when she 

says that “Evangelism is not memo-

rising techniques to use on unsus-

pecting victims.” 

Evangelism and dialogue are not  

opposites.  

Any credible witness requires us to 

be in dialogue with the other; to hear 

the hopes, fears, and experiences of 

the person of another faith. To empa-

thise with them. To have compassion. 

To share in their grief, to rejoice in 

their joy, to celebrate their successes 

and to mourn their failure. 

Any dialogue with another faith                

other should involve us in witnessing 

to our hope in Christ, but doing so, 

as with the old cliché, with both ears 

as well as one mouth. 

If we are truly listening to the person 

of another faith then one of the 

things we are likely to hear is some-

thing of the legacy of colonialism 

and the Western Church’s complicity 

in that. 

It’s something that I know I need to 

be especially alive to as a white man 

of a certain age, who happens to be 

an Archbishop in the established 

Church of England. We’ve got form! 

It’s another aspect of that require-

ment of empathy; of being able to 

listen to the painful stories. 

But the third challenge is the need 

to be conscious of our colonial histo-

ry and how it has impacted other 

faiths in Britain today.  

Being conscious of our history  

How are British Christians heard 

when we talk of the claims of Christ 

by diaspora communities who have 

experienced abuse and exploitation 

by an empire that has seemed to 

hold the Christian story at the heart 

of its project? 



Remember our starting point of the 

good news of the free gift of salva-

tion to us in Christ? Remember that 

this free gift is given to us undeserv-

ing, meaning that no one is entitled 

or better. 

The ideology underlying the British 

Empire was largely predicated on 

the racial superiority of the British. 

The Church often, not always, by no 

means always, colluded with that 

racist view, and it was a thoroughly 

un-Christian worldview.  

A number of my colleagues here at 

Lambeth Palace have recently come 

back from India. As part of that trip, 

they visited the site of the notorious 

Jallianwala Bagh massacre in           

Amritsar. 

In 1919, hundreds of Indians were 

killed by the British Army while   

publicly and peaceably gathering to 

celebrate a local festival. 

The machine gun magazines that 

were emptied on innocent men, 

women and children have left             

indelible marks on the remains of 

buildings in the park, the site of the 

massacre, and on the consciousness 

of Indian Sikhs, Hindus and Muslims. 

Whether we like it or not, this            

atrocity, and so many others, was 

perpetrated by Christians and done 

in the name of Christian Society. It’s 

not good news; it’s not of God; it’s not 

Christ-like. 

So, how might our witness hear the 

concerns by people of other faiths 

that we might, instead, be embarking 

on another imperialistic and dehu-

manising venture?  

A week or so ago, I heard a story 

from a country I know well. A Chris-

tian group had gone into that coun-

try, which has suffered terribly from 

war over many years. 

The group sought to divide the 

church there over views on a major 

issue that affects the people in the 

Global North but not so much in the 

Global South. 

What do we make of doing that? Is 

that not neo-imperialism? 

Some time ago, I heard that in a dif-

ferent African country I know, the lo-

cal Christians in what is a largely 

mixed Christian-Muslim area of the 

country discouraged a foreign, west-

ern Christian from coming to lead 

what he described publicly as an 

“evangelistic crusade”. 

The local Christians knew the sensi-

tivities of the communal relations 

and how charged that word 

“crusade” was in the long history of 

Christian-Muslim relations. 



Against their advice, request, plead-

ing, the crusade went ahead and hun-

dreds were killed in subsequent          

riots. 

The errors and sins of the past are 

part and parcel of our present and 

we have a responsibility to be atten-

tive to how that past colours the re-

ception of our witness.  

Let’s remember, though, that the 

Christian message is not British, and 

it is not white, it is for all. 

Therefore, and I stand here very 

aware of the strides that my own 

church needs to take on this matter, 

we need to be church communities 

that embody diversity. 

One of the evangelistic tasks for Brit-

ish people is to ensure that we point 

to a living vibrant faith and one that 

does not reflect the cultural assump-

tions of nominal allegiance. 

In global terms, a typical Anglican 

Christian is an African woman just 

over the age of thirty living on less 

than $4 per day. In Britain, our most 

dynamic and fastest-growing church-

es are black-led churches with cul-

tural roots that go back to Nigeria 

and Ghana. 

This gospel we proclaim is good 

news for everyone! 

I read some recent research which 

suggested that nearly half of millen-

nials (those in their 20’s and 30's) be-

lieve that it is wrong to share their 

faith with someone of a different faith 

in the hope that some day they will 

share the same faith. 

What is revealing about this research 

is that those millennials are happy to 

talk of the centrality of Jesus Christ 

and adhere to mainstream orthodox 

beliefs. 

I believe that we need to take seri-

ously the abuses of our history and 

engage other faiths with humility and 

empathy because our mandate to 

witness will otherwise be disowned 

by a younger generation much more 

attuned to necessary demands for re-

spect and cultural diversity. 

Part of an imperialistic approach to 

evangelism is a view that we come 

with our plenty to the benighted, suf-

fering, living in darkness. 

Being prepared to learn  

My fourth challenge, and perhaps 

the one that those of us from the 

evangelical tradition find hardest, is 

that of being prepared to learn 

from someone of another faith. 

When we listen seriously to people 

of other faiths, we will find that many 

receive great solace from their        



tradition. 

We are not contradicting any of the 

claims we make about Jesus to the 

whole of creation, our commitment to 

him as the source of all salvation, by 

recognising that other traditions offer 

people encouragement, community, 

and even deep wells of spirituality. 

But we may find our understanding 

challenged and enriched. 

This is another aspect of us needing 

to listen. Max Warren, a celebrated 

Anglican missionary-scholar put it 

like this: “Our first task in approach-

ing another people, another culture, 

another religion is to take off our 

shoes, for the place we are approach-

ing is holy. Else we may find our-

selves treading on people’s dreams. 

More serious still, we may forget that 

God was here before our arrival.” 

This is the essence of what we call 

the “missio dei”: the mission of God. 

God’s mission of reconciliation goes 

before and beyond anything that we 

may see. 

Evangelism is not about dispensing 

bits of ‘our’ God that we hold in our 

pockets. 

Whilst we can talk of the relationship 

we can have with God through our 

faith in Christ Jesus, on one level of 

speaking, every single person is al-

ready the recipient of gifts of God. If 

only through Creation. Paul makes 

this very clear in Romans. 

In that great hymn of praise to Christ 

Jesus in the first chapter of the letter 

to the Colossians, we have these 

words, “He is the image of the invisi-

ble God, the firstborn of all creation, 

for in him all things in heaven and on 

earth were created…all things have 

been created through him and for 

him. He is himself before all things, 

and in him all things hold together.” 

St Augustine said, “God is closer to 

us than we are to ourselves.” 

For those of Christian faith, other 

faith, and no faith, where does every 

act of love and justice and kindness 

come, but from God-in-Christ? 

I hope that what I’m going to say now 

is not controversial: some people out-

side the church are more like Jesus 

than some people in it! 

And many of us who are Christian 

leaders will have bitter experience 

of that reality. 

May I just ask you, to think of a mo-

ment, those of you who lead churches 

or bits of Christian work, even home 

groups, small groups, whatever it 

happens to be. Where do you get the 

most savage criticism? The stuff that 

really gets at you and wakes you at 



three in the morning. 

All that is good, true and beautiful 

comes from God. This should be no 

surprise, nor embarrassment. 

And as Christians we want to name 

the source of all that is good, true and 

beautiful as Christ Jesus and enable 

people to connect with that life-

giving source and end of all our be-

ing, that they may be in covenant re-

lationship with God. 

But it means that the encounter with 

someone who is not a Christian, and  

indeed professes another faith alto-

gether, is still an encounter that can 

lead me into meeting Christ afresh: 

to receiving a gift of God from that 

other person.  

As I share the love of Christ with 

someone of another faith, witnessing 

to the transformation that he brings 

and that good news that is freely 

available to all, what in that other 

person may reveal to me something 

of Christ that I don’t know yet? 

Think of the story of the Good              

Samaritan. It is NOT a story about  

being nice to people not like you. It 

is the story of the person not like you 

showing you what godly neighbourli-

ness might look like: the person out-

side the fold of faith who reveals 

something of the love of God. 

Evangelism, in this spirit that I am 

outlining, is not a triumphant march 

of arrogance but a humble, generous 

journey of giving and receiving.  

I think of my friend – I am privileged 

to call him a friend - Abdullah bin   

Bayyah, a Muslim scholar committed 

to non-violence and, to his cost, to 

Muslim societies that accept               

Christians worshipping in full            

freedom. Heroic man, he is in his 

eighties. 

Meeting him has been an example to 

me: I do not hesitate to name his              

graciousness and spirituality as gifts 

from God. 

Every time I meet him I come away 

thinking I want to shine with the love 

of Jesus in the way that he shines with 

the love of God. 

This recognition does not stop me 

from affirming that Jesus Christ is the 

revelation of God-with-us and that a 

decision to follow him is the best de-

cision anyone can make. 

But the recognition of my Muslim 

friend’s love and grace as a gift of 

God to me has started a genuine 

friendship. 

In a recent book on interfaith                    

relations, it talks of the need to               

balance persuasion with curiosity. 



This book agrees that evangelism should be on the table as part of                   

transparent and honest exchanges between people of faith. 

The issue is not evangelism per se. We try to persuade or commend things 

to others all the time, and in lots of different ways. 

The issue is whether we treat the other person seriously or not, and this is 

expressed in our level of curiosity. 

You know what it’s like when you meet someone who is genuinely                      

fascinated by it. You think, why are they so interested? 

If we want to persuade someone that Jesus is the answer to all their hopes 

and longings and yet we have no curiosity over their hopes and longings, 

nor how their religious tradition may even respond to those longings, then 

we are evidently not that interested in the other. 

How might our witness persuade and be persuasive, while also being gen-

uinely curious about the other? 

This is not in the sense of finding the knock-down argument to defeat the 

other but in seeking out what is significant, how they tick, the uniqueness of 

their stories. 

As Max Warren said, the worst error would be in forgetting that God was 

here before our arrival. 

Our bible reminds us of a rollcall of characters beyond the covenant 

household of God who became bearers of gifts, even grace to God’s peo-

ple: Rahab, Ruth, Cyrus, the Syrophoenician woman, Cornelius. 

If evangelicals remind the whole church of our mandate to witness to salva-

tion in Christ, maybe my liberal brothers and sisters remind me that there 

are those beyond the church, including those of other faiths, who may end 

up showing me something of the love of God.  

Building relationship, not power 

This leads me to my final challenge. Treating people seriously and recog-

nising the image of God in the other and their eternal value to God means 

that we should never fall into the trap of evangelism as technique.  

 



This is about relationship, about love, not about building a power base.  

Evangelism isn’t a tool of the Church, or about using God so that we can still 

be here in a generation or two. 

I used to say that we need to remember that every generation of Christians 

is the last generation unless we evangelise. I don’t say it anymore however 

because I realise how wrong it was. It was instrumental, you see. 

How do we express our love for others in witness so that they understand 

that we care for them even if they make no decision to follow Christ? 

Christians need to know that we can be smelt a mile off if our agenda is one 

that reaches out to others only if they are interested in becoming                          

Christians. 

In our world today, people are crying out for unconditional love: to be ac-

cepted in community. The Church should be the last place on earth that 

feels like you need a special passport or have to pass an entry requirement.  

What You See Is What You Get should be our motto, so whoever you are, 

whatever language, culture, gender, age, ability, education, sexuality, job 

status, wealth etc, then you are welcome to share in God’s good gifts. 

What do you think we communicate when we cosy up to someone because 

we think they may come to the church social or the Alpha course, they say 

no and we suddenly drop the friendship? 

The message we relay is that they only have value to us if they become 

Christians. That doesn’t reflect the free gift of God to us in Christ: made 

available to the whole world. 

Whether we are interested or not, near or far from God, God’s initiative was 

freely made towards us. 

Overlay that kind of conditional friendship-making with the cultural and  

religious histories of our nation and you can see the potentially toxic mix 

for relations with other faiths. 

This is why so many religious groups rightly complain of being “targeted” 

by Christians. 



It’s one thing to feel a calling to share 

your lives with a particular culture or 

people. It’s another thing to see their 

value only as would-be Christians. 

Going back to those Christian-

Muslim communities in Africa that I 

mentioned, these were churches that 

were witnessing daily in shared lives 

as friends and neighbours. 

They would have to continue as 

friends and neighbours long after 

the foreign missionary finished his 

evangelistic crusade. 

Witnessing to the claims of Christ, 

sharing what we know of that salva-

tion story, comes in the midst of eve-

ryday stuff where we are called to 

speak, and where our deeds are 

meant to back up our words. 

It’s for this reason that the Church of 

England’s programme to resource 

our engagement with other faiths is 

called “Presence and Engagement”. 

These words were chosen deliber-

ately to represent the full range of 

ways we might connect with people 

of other faiths in our communities - 

through neighbourly service, dia-

logue, witness and shared action for 

the common good. 

Some people are fond of quoting St 

Francis saying “Preach the gospel at 

all times. When necessary, use 

words.” 

At risk of being controversial and ir-

ritating again, I don’t actually think 

that St Francis ever said this, and I 

sort of think if he did it was wrong, 

and I’m not sure we should use this 

quotation as a get-out clause to avoid 

verbal witness. 

We are called to preach the gospel 

with our words, to testify, to witness 

to what God has done in Christ. 

Words are not the last resort. 

However, our words need to explain 

our deeds and our deeds support 

our words. 

In a cathedral I know well, there has 

been extensive project work serving 

refugees from a largely Muslim faith 

background. 

It is a ministry involving advice and 

counselling, social contact, friend-

ship and hosting. It’s the kind of min-

istry replicated up and down the 

country in so many churches. 

It has been faithful, quiet, unassum-

ing, and if the workers and volun-

teers were honest with you, they’d 

admit to a level of discomfort around 

this word “evangelism”. 

Again, let’s remember the ethical 

challenge of not offering induce-

ments with evangelism. Their story is 



not about inappropriate inducements though but shared lives of faith. 

One of the joys in Britain in becoming a much more multicultural and                

multifaith country is that we are rubbing shoulders up against each other 

in profound ways and have the potential to offer mutual challenge and 

learning. 

Many other faith communities don’t have the same queasiness around 

matters of faith that we sometimes do. Faith is not a forbidden topic of  

conversation to polite conversation at the dinner table along with politics 

and sex: the unconditional love of God is not a privatised lifestyle choice, 

it is public truth. 

The cathedral workers and volunteers are beginning to learn to respond 

to the questions of refugees wanting to learn more about the Christian 

faith: giving an account of the hope that is within them. 

Intertwined in these conversations are stories of dreams and visions, 

prayerful searches, because the refugees are familiar with the supernatu-

ral and the significance of prayer.  

Somehow, in the providence of God, witnessing to Christ, offering good 

news that is genuinely good news, rebounds in a virtuous circle where we 

too may meet Christ afresh.   

Witnessing to the gift of Christ is an intrinsic part of our calling. However, 

faithful witness will lead us into and spring from friendship, partnership, 

and wonder, as well as the joys of others discovering Christ anew along-

side those of other religious traditions. 

In many other places around the world, this is a path that is costly, where 

the ultimate price is paid. 

The privilege of living in a free and mature democracy is that we can both 

be held accountable to what we do and what we profess, whilst enjoying 

the freedom to pray expectantly and to speak intentionally of what we 

know of the transforming love of Jesus. 

The challenges I have suggested are no guarantee that we will not face re-

jection or even opposition. But let us face rejection and opposition for be-



ing faithful not because we were unethical, monologuing, imperialistic,                        

arrogant or unloving.  

We are called to speak, to witness, to share, but the work of the Holy Spirit in 

the lives of others will always be a mystery to us. That is why we need to wit-

ness in dialogue; in genuine humility. 

I heard of one parish priest even this last week who was preaching to his 

congregation, boosted unexpectedly in recent years by those baptised and 

confirmed from other faith backgrounds. 

He challenged them with those words of Jesus in John 15: “You did not 

choose me but I chose you.” 

The priest acknowledged the very different routes his congregation had 

taken to get there: in some cases literally by boat, and smuggled in lorries. 

He acknowledged that some had met a Christian who had given them a bi-

ble back in their home country, some had had dreams and visions of Jesus, 

or had been beguiled by stories of Jesus even from within their own reli-

gious tradition. 

Still others had had very mixed motives when they began attending the 

church, enjoying the community and support that the church offered but 

ambivalent about the Christian faith. 

At each of these stages, the priest said, God, by his Holy Spirit, was drawing 

them to himself, calling each of them. 

Our part in that story of God’s reconciliation with humanity is one that 

means that evangelism is not about conquest or competition, still less about 

survival and saving the church. 

But it is about confident yet humble witnessing to good news to all. Jesus 

Christ is good news; let us be good news, not bad news, to those of other 

faiths! 

"Okay, I agree", 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of 

Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional 

Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests, 

deacons and Religious of the Anglican 

Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

we are asked to pray for the Church of 

the Province of the Indian Ocean, for 

its Archbishop, The Most Revd James 

Richard Wong Yin Song  

 and for all his clergy and people.   

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person 

with us. May both our parishes be 

blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love  

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help them 

to understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with 

your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

always and forever. Amen.  



Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those who 

suffer from of  any form of violence or 

discrimination.   

Pray for the sick and their carers: 

Andrew; Joyce Bannister; Margaret 

Baseley; Jenny Bounds; John Burns; 

John Carey; Jan Cowan, Hilary Davies; 

Dave Ernst; Jim Foster; Florence; 

Juliette Harris; Dawn Holland;                   

Anna Laurence; Shirley Lowe; Melissa; 

Fr Reg Mills; Jan Morgan; Alister & 

Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; Jean 

Storey; Nancy Thompson; Margaret 

Wheatley; Bob Woods     

 

 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently 

departed,especially Kenneth 

Malcolm Barnett that God may grant 

him a place of refreshment,                              

light and peace.                                        

Pray, too, for, Bill Brown; Gladys 

Amelia Fuller; Selina Pearl Johnston; 

Audrey Myrtle McBurney; Norman 

Edwin Stapleton; Marjorie Ellen Allen; 

Lynton Thomas Bond; Roy Cyril Romer 

and for any others whose year’s mind 

falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on 

Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Wednesday 3 April - Richard of Chichester, bishop (d.1256) 

 Saturday 6 April - Frederick Barker, bishop and pioneer of Moore   

     Theological College and the General Synod (d. 1882) 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ0pCJh6HhAhUK7XMBHariCrAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kandle.ie%2Fprimary-resources-lent-2017%2F&psig=AOvVaw0J3ALEh_bE1hnYDar1X5w9&ust=1553732584445286
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