WHAT’S ON AT ST PAULS



Monday 10th June at 7.30pm
– No Meditation



Tuesday 11th June at 7.30pm
- Study Group in the Rectory



Tuesday 18th June at 1.15pm
- Lunchtime Recital Conservatorium students



Friday 21 June at 7.30pm in
the church - A Cantata for
Refugee week By Glenn
McKenzie



Sunday 23rd June Artisans’ Market



Tuesday 25th June at 1.15pm
- Lunchtime Recital HSC Performance students
from MLC











Tuesday 2nd July at 1.15pm
Lunchtime Recital - Brian Kim
- Flautist
Tuesday 23rd July at 1.15pm Lunchtime Recital -Joshua
Ryan, Assistant Organist,
St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney
Tuesday 20th August at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital Conservatorium Students
Tuesday 10th September at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital Sydney Clarinet Choir Deborah de Graaff
Saturday 21st of September at
1pm - Blue Illusion Fundraiser

W

ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.
ELCOME TO

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。
SUNDAY 9th June 2019
The Feast of Pentecost
(WHITSUNDAY)
Welcome to worship...


8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Procession and Solemn Eucharist

Included in this issue …


Celebrate Pentecost Sunday today!

P.3



Wind, wind, a reflection on the Spirit

p.6



Autumn Fundraiser

p.8



Fish and Chip jumpers and SMD school

p.15



Cantata for Refugee Week 2019:
Dispossession - Lessons of Darkness

p.17

And Much More…
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got ques-

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

News from around St Paul’s
Celebrate Pentecost
Sunday today

In John 14: 25-27 we read that Jesus
said:

I have said these things to you while
I am still with you. But the Advocate,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all
that I have said to you. Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you. I
do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.
As we celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit, may you experience God's
peace in the depths of your being.

Welcome! We are glad that
you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent
and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of
Christ. We celebrate our diversity

and recognize the sacred worth
and dignity of all persons of any
age, gender, gender identity,
gender expression, race, ethnic
origin, economic reality, family
statu, sexual orientation, diverse
ability, or social status. We believe
that through Christ we are being
included and welcomed by God
and one another. As we journey
towards inclusion, we proclaim this
welcome to all God’s people,
especially to those who have
known the pain of exclusion and
discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded
or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives
through the ministries of St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Burwood. To that
end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church
commits to the welcome and inclusion of all persons as children of
God and declares itself to be a
welcoming community of faith.

Bible Readings

Year C

Acts 2.1-21
Ps 104.26-36
Romans 8.14-17
John 14.8-17

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31
Ps 8
Romans 5.1-5
John 16.12-15
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Pentecost 2018: What is Whitsun and why is it
celebrated?
The first Pentecost marked the
beginning of the Christian
church as an official, meaningful
movement
While Pentecost may not be
as widely known or celebrated as
Christmas and Easter,
Pentecost is one of the most
significant dates of the
Christian calendar.
The festival, commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit to the
disciples following the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ.
The biblical account describes how the apostles, who were gathered to
celebrate the Jewish harvest festival of Shavuot, began to talk in foreign
tongues, leading the massed onlookers to assume that they were drunk.
However, Saint Peter explained that the disciples were inspired by the
Holy Spirit and preached the first Christian sermon, prompting the
conversion and baptism of 3,000 people.
This first Pentecost marked the beginning of the Christian church as an
official, meaningful movement, so the celebration is widely considered
the birthday of Christianity.
Why is the festival called Pentecost? When is it celebrated?
The festival’s name comes from the Greek word ‘Pentekostos’, meaning
’50’.
It is celebrated on the seventh Sunday after Easter, which today we refer
to as the last Sunday of Easter, marking 50 days since the final Sabbath
of Passover, and so falls on a different date each year.
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Why is it also known as
Whitsun?
While ‘Pentecost’ is more widely
used, in the UK, traditionally the
church has referred to the
celebration as ‘Whitsun’, or
‘Whit Sunday’. It is only referred to
as Pentecost once in the BCP 1662.

traditions such as cheese rolling
and morris dancing also have long
-standing associations with
Whitsunday in England.

For us today Pentecost is a time for
renewal and acknowledgement of
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
into our lives, to reflect again on
the promises made at our own
It is believed that the name comes
Baptism and that we confirmed at
from Pentecost being a day for
our Confirmation – to live our lives
baptisms, when participants would
as the sons and daughters of our
dress in white.
loving God. May Pentecost be a
‘Whitsun’ is also thought to derive time of committing ourselves anew
from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘wit’,
to the service of our Lord Jesus
meaning ‘understanding’, to
Christ and His kingdom. Praise be
celebrate the disciples being filled to God for the gift of the Holy
with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. Spirit.
How is it celebrated?

Parish Retreat

Between 1871 and 1978 the festival
was marked by a UK bank holiday
on Whit Monday, the day after Whit
Sunday, before it was replaced by
the current Spring Bank Holiday on
the last Monday of May. However,
Pentecost Monday is stilll a public
holiday in many European
countries, such as France,
Germany and Belgium.

The Parish Retreat proposed for
the first weekend in July at St
Mary’s Towers Retreat Centre
Douglass Park has been cancelled
as we couldn’t get sufficient
numbers to proceed.

Thank you to those who did put
their names down, perhaps
another time.

Within Christianity the day is still
popular for baptisms, while some
churches hold Whit Walks. Folk
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Wind, Wind: A Reflection on the Spirit
A Reflection for Pentecost by William Loader.
Wind, wind,
You come from nothingness and go to nothingness,
and when you are still,
there is nothing we see, nothing we hear,
and you surround us in our not seeing and not knowing.
Wild, wild wind,
you whip the seas, whirling great water spouts and fountains,
crashing on the foamed edges of the shore,
sweeping the unsuspecting fisherman from the slippery rocks,
terrifying force, uncontrollable, beyond our power.
O wind, piercing wind,
driving the blizzard, the sleet, the rain,
trampling earth with wild tempests and tantrums
that uproot trees, unroof houses and wreak devastation in your path.
Wind, wind, wondrous wind,
hovering at the birth of creation,
whisking secretly among the wonders of new life,
bearing the seed, lifting high the heads of mighty trees,
swirling among the grasses, celebrating life.
Wind, wind, we know your ways,
we trace your web on the map of highs and lows,
today’s weather, tomorrow’s predictions,
depressions and sea breezes,
we harness your power,
our weather cocks point to you,
a cross shows where you have been
and we do not know.
O wind, O silent wind,
where do you go?
Do you go away and play,
in outback gorges or bare mountains of the desert,
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stirring small clouds of red dust among the bushes,
kissing the rippled smile of the billabong,
running down the slopes, exulting at the rock face,
passing by the mountain with none to see
and none to know your trail.
Wind, gentle wind,
wind of our breathing, our life, our hope,
renewing, refreshing,
sighing in our stress,
moaning in our pain,
still in our dying.
O wind, wind,
you breathed upon the clay and there was life,
you danced down to the forehead of a Galilean
and there was hope,
you shook the foundations of community
and there was Pentecost.
Wind of nothingness and awe,
wind of knowing and unknowing,
wind of bearing and begetting,
wind of secrets and mystery,
O wise, wise wind,
whisper to us your grace.

LENTEN GIVING
Thank you to those who faithfully used the ABM Lenten Envelopes as part of
their Lenten pilgrimage and commitment (31 envelopes were returned out of more than 500 that were distributed)
$1575.00 was received including a very generous gift of $1000.00 in one
envelope.
This money will be sent to ABM from the Parish and again sincere thanks for
supporting the ministry of the wider Church in these sacrificial gifts for Lent
2019.
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Autumn Fundraiser
What a wonderful day of celebrations we had last Sunday 2nd June.
Bishop Michael Stead and his wife Felicity visited us for the confirmation
service followed by the Autumn Fundraiser Luncheon in the Rectory.
42 people came for lunch of quiche/salad/slice. We had a marvellous
selection of quiches and salads to choose from, all homemade. Everyone
spread around the three rooms of the Rectory to eat and the atmosphere
was very relaxed and happy with lots of chatter.
The meal finished with tea/coffee and delicious slices. Everyone was
happy to stay on and chat which is always a good indication of a
successful occasion.
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way whether selling tickets,
setting up for the event, baking, and washing up or cleaning up the
Rectory. We made a $524 which was a great effort. The next one will be
soup/slice for a winter fundraiser. Watch this space for the date.

Fruit wanted
If anyone has any kind of fruit tree that is currently in fruit I would be
interested in having some. if you have any to spare. I make the jams/
pickles etc to sell on the trading table on Sundays to raise funds for
St Paul’s. Please contact Pam (pambrock@hotmail.com or 0297473619)
if you would like me to pick/collect. If you are able to make any kind of
preserve it would be greatly appreciated.

Garbage Bins
The church now has a new provider and bins for the rubbish collection.
The council will no longer be collecting commercial garbage.
All the rubbish (green, recycling and garbage) will all go into the new
660 litre bins. We still need to be careful how much goes into the bins
and the weight as we are charged by how many bins are collected and if
the weight is excessive.
We hope this will be an smooth change over.
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Study Group
Please join us every Tuesday at 7.30pm in the Rectory for the Study
Group.

Christian Meditation Group - Monday Night at 7.30pm
in the Chapel of our Lady
All are welcome to join this newly-formed Christian Meditation group.
This opportunity provides a space during the week to experience
stillness and to be present with God in contemplation and
community.
Participants will be invited into the practice of Christian mediation in a
manner that is both guided and community-oriented. Each week’s
group will commence with teaching and guidance, followed by a time
of silence in prayer. In our fast-paced and noisy world, all are most
welcome to spend time with God in silence and in community.
PLEASE NOTE NO MEDITATION ON MONDAY 10TH OF JUNE
BEING A PUBLIC HOLIDAY.
Acts 2.1-21 or Genesis 11.1-9; Psalm 104.26-36;
Romans 8.14-17 or Acts 2.1-21; John 14.8-17 (25-27)
Hope: Today we stand with the disciples as Jesus
promises that the Father will send the Holy Spirit to be
our Advocate and guide. May we discern what the
Spirit is saying not only to the Churches but to us as
individuals.


Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful ones, and kindle in
them the fire of your love.



Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East
– a Church which spans thirteen countries.

Text:

Robert McLean, © Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
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Blue Illusion Fundraiser
When: Saturday 21st September at 1pm
Where: Blue Illusions, Level 2, Westfield Burwood
Used Stamps
If you have any used stamps then please bring them to Church with you
and leave them in the box at the back of the Church as these earn
money for the work of the Anglican Board of Mission – Australia.
Please leave a 1cm- 2cm border around stamps so they are not
damaged.

Bread Roster 2019
≈ 10th June (Long weekend) - Kerin
≈ 17th June - Tom
≈ 24th June - Antonia
≈ 1st July - Gabriel
≈ 8th July (School holidays) - Margaret
≈ 15th July (School holidays) - Antonia
≈ 22nd July (School Resumes) - Tom
≈ 29th July - Kerin
≈ 5th August - Gabriel
≈ 12th August - Margaret
≈ 19th August - Tom
≈ 26th August - Kerin
≈ 2nd September - Gabriel

≈ 9th September - Margaret
≈16th September - Antonia

“With God, you are stronger than your struggles and
more fierce than your fears. God provides comfort and
strength to those who trust in Him. Be encouraged, keep
standing, and know that everything's going to be
alright.” - Germany Kent
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KNEELERS
Look around you and you will see our beautiful kneelers. There are just
under 200 of them now in our church and that’s thanks to you our
wonderful parishioners who have generously donated them, stitched
and assembled them. Many have been donated in memory of
someone special, parents, relatives, friends, and companions.
Before we started this project there were a number of very tatty,
mismatched kneelers throughout the church that people had tried to
stitch back together but sadly had come to the end of their use by date
& they left a trail of sawdust wherever they were.
So we set out to replace them with something beautiful that spoke to
the love we had for our beautiful church. The care with which they
have been made speaks to the beauty of our worship and our love of
God.
We searched the world for what we wanted and found them in the UK
at a place called Jacksons at Hebden Bridge. (We found others but
none of the quality and style that suited St Paul’s). So in June 2013 we
started stitching.
From the outset Fr James set the goal of reaching 250 kneelers by our
150th Anniversary. This is to represent the 250 people that we need in
worship each Sunday in order for us to be self-sustaining. With nearly
190 kneelers in the church we are well on the way.
Perhaps you have been thinking about having a kneeler made in
memory of someone – well now is the time to do it. Maybe you feel like
a creative project. This could be just the thing. Think they are too
difficult for you? They are actually very simple just ask those who have
already made some. You don’t have to put them together.
Donations towards kneelers can be cash, direct debit or cheque to
St Paul’s Church and marked for kneelers.
Please see Rosemary if you are interested in helping to bring this
project to a conclusion.
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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WOOLWORTHS EARN AND LEARN
STICKERS
Please ask for you Earn and Learn stickers when you
shop at Woolworths. We are collecting these for
Chalmer's Rd Special School. This is a small way that
we can help them, at no cost to us, to get more
equipment for their children.
We will have a basket for the stickers at the back of the church for you
to drop them in either as you come in or as you leave the church.
Thank you.

For General Donations
please use this account
details:

Offertory -

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church

Collection given at St Paul’s on
Sunday 2nd June:
≈ Offertory: $2070
≈ Parish Pantry:$30

BSB:

032 062

Total:$2100

Account #:

250028

Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

For Parish Pantry Donation
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
Account
BSB:
Account #:

032 062
812238

Thank you for your generosity.
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List of items most needed for the
parish pantry:
For the kitchen:
•

Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter
chicken, Green chicken curry,
Chicken satay, etc

•

Washing up liquid



Paper towels

•

Boxed meals



Chux

•

Tins of corned beef, spam,
ham;



Sponges

•

Sugar;

•

•

Boxes of Cereals

Health

•

All Day Breakfast by Heinz;

•

Soap



Tinned tuna, sardines,

•

Shampoo & Conditioner



Harvest Meals in a tin
eg Vegetables and Sausages

•

Toothpaste



Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant
potato, pasta, spaghetti
Tinned corn



Sweet & savoury biscuits;



Tinned fruit



Rice Cream



Pasta sauces

For the laundry:
Washing powder

EACH WEEK WE RUN OUT
OF :


MILK



CEREALS



SUNRISE MEALS IN A
BOX



SPAM AND CORNED
BEEF



COFFEE

Torches and Fans are available for
sale!
The wonderful torches and a few fans are
available again from the trading table. They are $3 each or two for $5. This
could include a fan and a torch or two torches or two fans.
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FISH and CHIP JUMPERS and SMD SCHOOL

Do you know the story of the fish and chip jumpers?
Many new born babies in Africa were being sent home from hospital
wrapped up in newspaper to keep them warm, just like packets of fish
and chips.
Then someone came up with the idea to Knit a small very simple jumper
that a baby could be put in to go home from the hospital. Soon people all
over the world started knitting and now they are being sent to many
different areas in the world.
Here at St Paul’s we have already sent 19 jumpers to the HIV Clinic in
Nepal and now we are knitting jumpers for the small children in SMD
School in Kathmandu. Our team of knitters consists of Pat, Julie, Emily
and Susan. If you are interested in joining them please speak to Julie
Ryan (9.30am service)
If you would like to support this project you can see the jumpers at the
base of the font. You can buy one for an SMD youngster by giving a
donation of ($2-5) which will then enable the team to knit more.
Thank you to those people who have donated beautiful wools to
continue this project.
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Cantata for Refugee Week
2019: Dispossession Lessons of Darkness
To mark Refugee Week 2019, Kiwi
actor and countertenor Glenn
McKenzie presents 'Dispossession'
in St Paul's Church Burwood on
Friday June 21 @ 7.30. This
meditation on loss and grief
features three 'Lessons of Darkness'
from the ancient book of
'Lamentations' in a celebrated
setting by Baroque composer
Francois Couperin. The voices of
Shakespeare, Bonhoeffer, and Annie
Lennox join his to connect us
throughout time and across
culture with all those who have
suffered the devastation of
displacement and homelessness.
Two and half thousand years ago, a
poet stood weeping in the
abandoned ruins of their beloved
city, struggling to compose a
response to its utter destruction.
Today, in the wake of the Christchurch and Sri Lankan terrorist
attacks, and the context of an
Australian government determined
to exploit suffering as an instrument
of state, the ancient book of
'Lamentations' ( 'Ekah' in
Hebrew - "Alas!") cries out a
haunting requiem to dispossession,
to overwhelming desolation in the
face of our inhumanity to each other.
'Dispossession' explores an
16

emotional landscape that reminds us
of the universality of the human
experience; an experience that
transcends all attempts to separate
and divide us.
"While our diverse cultures and
experiences mark each of us
uniquely, in empathy we all can
acknowledge our common desire to
be happy, and to avoid pain and
suffering." notes McKenzie,
"'Dispossession' is conceived as a
meditation to unite us in compassion
and kindness, and thus encourage us
to strive for a just world for all."
Entry is by donation: All proceeds to
the House Of Welcome, St Francis
Social Services. The House of
Welcome assists people seeking
asylum in their transition to life in
Australia, and promotes their rights
as they seek to have their status
recognised.
Glenn McKenzie is a kiwi actor,
singer, and writer, based in Sydney,
who has spent the past 35 years
performing in England, AotearoaNZ, and Australia. He currently tours
internationally his acclaimed
chamber theatre work 'Evensong' the fictional biography of Shakespeare's lover and muse.
"McKenzie is a consummate
performer, both as a musician and
an actor" Theatreview NZ
Please see flyer on page 17.

INDOORS…
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019
1.15pm – 1.45pm
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June 18

Conservatorium students

June 25

HSC Performance students from MLC

July 2

Brian kim - Flautist

July 23

Joshua Ryan – Assistant Organist,
St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney

August 20

Conservatorium students

September 10

Sydney Clarinet Choir – Deborah de Graaff

October 15

Conservatorium students

November 5

James McDonald – Guitar

November 19

Christopher Harris – Baritone

December 17

Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano

READ, LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST...
Archbishop Freier says Folau case points to social
media's limits as a tool to promote faith - By Mark Brolly
and Russell Powell

The Folau case "raises an extraordinarily complex set of challenges" for
Australian society, says Anglican Primate.
Australia’s Anglican Primate, Archbishop of Melbourne Philip Freier, has
warned of the perils of social media as a tool to promote religious belief, saying the controversial Instagram post by rugby union star Israel
Folau and Folau's subsequent dismissal by the sport's governing body
Rugby Australia was the latest example of high-profile people coming to
grief because of unwise use of social media.
Dr Freier wrote that young LGBTIQ people “could certainly be harmed”
by a social media post paraphrasing a Bible verse taken out of context.
But the backlash also meant that young Christians would learn that they
had to suppress their faith, which could also be harmful.
In an opinion piece on his Primatial blog, Archbishop Freier wrote that
the Folau case “raises an extraordinarily complex set of challenges, from
how onerous employment contracts can legitimately be on people’s
private lives to how far they may share their beliefs”.
“Young homosexuals could certainly be harmed by such a direct tweet
paraphrasing a Bible verse taken out context (it’s aimed at Christians),
and that is a genuine concern," Dr Freier wrote. “Another genuine
concern is that young Christians are learning from the backlash that
they sometimes have to suppress their faith, which could also be harmful. There are no winners in such a debate.
“Surveys show strong support in Australia for religious people to be
able to hold and teach their faith, and also for non-religious people to
express their beliefs, and surely this is a foundational position for a
flourishing pluralistic society like ours.”
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Archbishop Freier wrote that many
secularists believed that faith was
fine provided it was private, but
that was unreasonable. People’s
core beliefs influence their
thoughts and actions in all the
arenas of their lives – that could not
be avoided “and we should not
try”.

common denominator, so it is simply not possible to reduce the
Christian faith to words or
photographs on Facebook or
Twitter. The nuances and complexities of religious traditions and practices defy a minimal presentation.

“If Christians are to venture on to
social media they must emphasise
“But people can live out their faith the constructive, positive, edifying
in public without giving gratuitous and helpful … Social media is as
offence, and in particular without
much a challenge to people of faith
trying to express it in 140 charac- as it is to society in general, and
ters. If I were advising Folau, I
critical self-reflection always
would tell him he can live a full life speaks powerfully.
of faith consistent with his beliefs
“It will be both interesting and imwithout ever posting on Twitter.
portant to see how the Government
“Perhaps the most important lesfaces the challenge of balancing
son for Christians is that social me- rights and responsibilities in heavidia is the very worst way to try to
ly contested areas such as freedom
argue their beliefs. Folau is not the of religion and freedom from disonly person to learn this the hard
crimination.”
way. More than 30 candidates in the
See http://
May 18 federal election had to
tma.melbourneanglican.org.au/
withdraw or were disendorsed
opinion/lessons-from-israel-folaubecause of unwise posts on social
310519 or http://
media, some from many years
www.anglicanprimate.org.au/2019
before.
/05/30/lessons-from-israel-folau/
“The perils of trying to convey the for Archbishop Freier's full article.
deeply nuanced character of
Sydney’s Archbishop Glenn Davies
religious discourse on social media
and Bishop Michael Stead sought
are real. Social media by its nature
assurances on religious freedom
is reductionist, reaching the lowest
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from Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Opposition Leader Bill Shorten
as the election campaign drew to a close last month after Rugby
Australia sacked Folau.
Archbishop Davies tweeted from overseas on 8 May, “I stand with Israel
Folau”, while Bishop Stead, the Chair of Sydney’s diocesan Religious
Freedom Reference Committee, told The Australian: “If a rugby player
can be sacked by doing nothing more than posting on his social media
page what is essentially a summary of the Bible then it’s a signal to the
rest of us that we better keep our mouths shut.”
Bishop Stead was among a number of Christian leaders to ask Mr
Morrison and Mr Shorten for a commitment on religious freedom,
telling SBS he was frustrated that they had characterised the dispute
between Folau and Rugby Australia during one of their leaders’ debates
as a contractual matter, rather than one of freedom of speech,
conscience and belief.
“The problem with that is that there does need to be a positive
protection for free speech so people can genuinely say what they
believe without being gagged by oppressive codes of conduct because
employers will then have -licence to restrict religious speech in a
workplace context for fear of offence,” Dr Stead said. “In effect, people
will be told to leave your religious self at home when you come to
work.”
Mr Morrison repeated a commitment to legislate to protect religious
freedom in the same way as sex discrimination, through a Religious
Discrimination Act, if the Coalition was returned to office.
Mr Shorten said a Labor Government would “maintain religious
education and freedom of religion and we believe in freedom of
speech, but we also believe that we can't be a nation who allows one
group to inflict hurt on another group”.
Bishop Murray Harvey of Grafton said that while Mr Folau was free to
hold to particular religious views, how he expressed these views in
public was another matter.
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“Free speech is not hate speech and should not be used to vilify others,”
Bishop Harvey said. “Threatening people in this way cannot be
disguised as protected religious activity. If it was, then things like ethnic
cleansing and slavery could be justified on religious grounds as having
divine approval.
“I applaud the efforts being made by many Rugby clubs to build
inclusive communities and promote rugby as a sport where everyone is
welcome to participate. Like many sports they have taken the lead in
addressing racism, equal opportunities for girls and women and more
recently LGBTQI persons. Having been a member of the rugby
community at the local level in clubs in Australia and the UK for many
years, I can say that his views are not representative of the wider rugby
community.
“Israel Folau is a tremendously popular young Rugby player … I hope
he can see the potential impact of his statements on impressionable
young fans and others who see him as a role model. Words have
consequences, sometimes dangerous ones, especially in this case
amongst young people who might be questioning their sexuality. I call
upon Israel Folau and other high-profile role models to carefully use the
platform they have to send a positive message about their faith, promote
social inclusion and community well-being.”
The Executive Director of the Centre for Public Christianity, Mr Simon
Smart, wrote in The Sydney Morning Herald on 13 May that he wished
he could have had a beer for Mr Folau before the rugby star posted on
Instagram what he [Folau] believed was central to the message of
Christianity.
“If I’d had that opportunity, I would have urged him to adopt an entirely
different posture towards the culture he is hoping to influence,” Mr
Smart wrote. “In the current climate of distrust, polarisation and
simplistic sloganeering, I’d want to convince him of the need for
thoughtfulness and sensitivity to how his words will be heard. And what
the potential damage of those words might be.
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“For what it’s worth, I would have stressed that good communication
matters, that social media is perhaps the worst possible place to try to
explain complex religious concepts and that Bible verses ripped out of
context and lists of ‘sinners’ bound for hell, without any sense of the
broader story, distorts the core message of the text and its offer of
abundant life for every person who would accept it.”
Mr Smart wrote that Mr Folau had been “the subject of a mob justice
that has determined that not only is the content of his post hateful but so
too is his motivation”.

“I’m sure that’s not the case … Whatever you think of Folau’s theology,
or method of communication, it seems odd to me that people don’t
recognise what is moving him to act, especially given the
comprehensive list of those deemed at risk of perdition. Folau is, after
all, a footballer and not a moral philosopher, or theologian or even a
nuanced writer.
“Given the repeated ‘atrocities’ committed by footballers who continue
to play the game after a minor sanction, it’s hard to escape the feeling
that Folau has found himself a modern heretic to a particular kind of
orthodoxy.
“Working out what true tolerance will look like in a liberal democracy
is complex. As tens of thousands of displaced people around the world
look at Australia as an attractive destination of freedom and opportunity,
and many Australians rightly and admirably advocate for their acceptance, the question remains as to what kind of welcome they will
receive when they get here. Remembering that the vast majority of new
arrivals from non-Western countries will be religious, and very often
conservatively religious. They will typically hold views, especially on
issues of morality and sexual ethics, that are clearly not in sync with
contemporary Australian culture. How will we deal with that awkwardness? True inclusiveness and diversity must make room for many different worldviews. And it’s all of us, not just Rugby Australia, who will have
to navigate these complexities, if we are going to cultivate an environment that we say can be a home for all.”
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Homelessness soars in our biggest cities, driven by
rising inequality since 2001
- By Sharon Parkinson & Deb Batterham
Homelessness has increased greatly in Australian capital cities since
2001. Almost two-thirds of people experiencing homelessness are in
these cities, with much of the growth associated with severely crowded
dwellings and rough sleeping.
Homelessness in major cities, especially severe crowding, has risen
disproportionately in areas with a shortage of affordable private rental
housing and higher median rents. Severe crowding is also strongly
associated with weak labour markets and poorer areas with a high
proportion of males.
These are some of the key findings of our Australian Housing and
Urban Research Institute (AHURI) research released today.
Extending previous AHURI work, we combine 15 years (2001-2016) of
homeless estimates from the Australian Census, other customized
census and the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare’s Specialist
Homelessness Service Collection (SHSC) data.
People counted as homeless on census night live in: improvised
dwellings, tents or sleeping out (rough sleeping); supported
accommodation; staying temporarily with other households (i.e. couch
surfing); boarding houses; temporary lodging; or severely crowded
conditions.
How has the geography of homelessness changed?
Nationally, 63% of all homelessness is found in capital cities. That’s up
from 48% in 2001.
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Shares (%) of homelessness and population by area type

At the same time, homelessness has been falling in remote and very
remote areas. However, it still remains higher in these areas per head of
population.
Homelessness is also becoming more dispersed across major cities.
In Sydney, a corridor of high homelessness rates stretches from the inner city westward through suburbs such as Marrickville, Canterbury,
Strathfield, Auburn and Fairfield (more than 30km from the CBD).
In Melbourne, high homelessness rates are found in Dandenong (around
25km southeast of the CBD), Maribyrnong and Brimbank to the west,
Moreland and Darebin to the north and Whitehorse to the east, about
15km from the CBD.
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Homeless rates in Australia 2016
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After accounting for population growth, we see a decline in homeless
rates in the CBD and inner areas of Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne and to an
extent Brisbane over the 15 years. At the same time, homeless rates in
outer urban areas have increased. In many regions this increase
outpaced population growth.
Change in homeless rate compared with population growth 2001–
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The numbers of households living in severely crowded dwellings in
capital cities have doubled in 15 years, accounting for much of the
growth in homelessness overall. In 2001, this group accounted for 35% of
people experiencing homelessness, with 27% living in cities. By 2016,
severe crowding rates had soared to 44% of all people experiencing
homelessness, with 60% living in capital cities.
Share of severe crowding by area type, 2001– 2016

Rough sleeping has also transformed into an urban phenomenon —
nearly half of all rough sleepers in Australia are now found in capital
cities.
What is driving these changes?
Homelessness has risen disproportionately in areas with a shortage of
affordable private rental housing and higher median rents. That’s
especially the case in Sydney, Hobart and Melbourne. In capital city
areas with a shortage of affordable private rentals in both 2001 and 2016,
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severe crowding grew rapidly (by 290.5%) against all homelessness
growth (32.6%).
Changes in share of homeless and population by city and region,
2001-16
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The effects of rental affordability on homelessness rates still hold after
controlling for other area characteristics. We also find that these rates are
strongly correlated with higher shares of particular demographic groups
in an area, including males, younger age groups, young families, those
with an Indigenous or ethnic background, and unmarried persons.
Severe crowding in capital cities is also strongly associated with weak labour markets and poorer areas with a high proportion of males. However,
these associations do not hold for severe crowding in remote areas.
What should governments and services do?
The way our cities are becoming more unequal over time is shaping the
changes in the geography of homelessness.
Governments must find ways to urgently increase both the supply and
size of affordable rental dwellings for people with the lowest incomes. We
also require better integration of planning, labour, income support and
housing policies targeted to areas of high need.
Rates of severe crowding remain highest in remote areas, and continued
efforts to increase housing supply in remote areas, such as the National
Partnership on Remote Housing (NPRH), are needed. Targeted responses
are required to combat its growth in major cities.
It is critical that specialist homelessness services, as a first response to
homelessness, are well located to respond in areas where demand is
highest.

Facebook!
You can join us on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/
Forthcoming events and other interesting news will be posted there!
Thank you Margaret Whittaker for your care in administrating our
Facebook page.
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OUTDOORS…
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of
Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional
Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests,
deacons and Religious of the Anglican
Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to pray for the Church of
the Province of Myanmar (Burma); for
The Most Revd Stephen Than Myint
Oo, Archbishop of Myanmar and
Bishop of Yangon and for all his clergy
and people.

Pray for Fr James and for Fr
Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we
support them as they work among us
in Christ’s name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)
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Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:
We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person
with us. May both our parishes be
blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in
love, may bring those who do not
know you to the knowledge and love
of you; for the honour of your name.
Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them
for such is the kingdom of heaven’.
Bless, Lord, your children who now
stand before you in prayer. Help them
to understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with
your Father and the Holy Spirit, now,

In love and charity please
remember the recently departed
Pray for peace: Lead me from death
especially Stephen Griffin that God
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
may grant him a place of refreshment,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust;
light and peace.
lead me from hate to love, from war to
peace.
Pray, too, for, Leslie Norman Macleod
always and forever. Amen.

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,
our universe.

Pray for all in need, remembering
especially this week all those parents
and caregivers who are caring for
disabled children.

-Miller; Marjorie Megan Diamond
OAM; Robyn Geer; Catherine Laurel
Ledsam; Olga Joan Little; Colin
Frederick Pearce; Dr. Earle Wynne
Connolly and for any others whose
year’s mind falls around this time.

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
Pray for the sick and their carers: let light perpetual shine upon them!
Andrew; Joyce Bannister; Margaret
Baseley; Jenny Bounds; John Burns;
John Carey; Jan Cowan, Hilary Davies;
Dave Ernst; Jim Foster; Florence;
Juliette Harris; Anna Laurence; Shirley
Lowe; Melissa; Fr Reg Mills; Jan
Morgan; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark
Palmer; Geraldine Rees; Brian Riordan;
Jean Storey; Sylvia Thompson;
Margaret Wheatley; Bob Woods

Services during this week at St Paul’s
A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on
Wednesday at 10.30am.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Tuesday 11th June – Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr



Thursday 13th June - Antony of Padua, missionary and preacher (d.1231)



Saturday 15th June - Evelyn Underhill, spiritual writer (d.1941)
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Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest
Honorary Priest

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins
rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM
Fr Jim Pettigrew

Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King
Director of Music
Organ Scholar
Rector’s Warden
People’s Wardens

Mrs Sheryl Southwood
Aleksander Mitsios
Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra
(9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday)
office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au

•
•

•
•

Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community.
With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is
personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life.
We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing.
Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a
funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.

9747 4000

24 HOURS 7 DAYS
www.unityfunerals.com.au

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE
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