WHAT’S ON AT ST PAULS



Monday 2nd September at
7.30pm – Meditation



Tuesday 3rd September
– Study Group at 7.30pm in
the Rectory



Saturday 7th September at
11am at St Paul’s Church The Feast of The
Commemoration of The New
Guinea Martyrs



Sunday 8th September - An
Up Market market at Woodstock











Tuesday 10th September at
1.15pm - Lunchtime
Recital - Sydney Clarinet Choir
- Deborah de Graaff
Friday 13th of September
at 7pm in the church Concert by Codex Guitar
Quartet
Saturday 21st of
September at 1pm - Blue
Illusion Fundraiser
Sunday 22nd of
September - Artisans’ Market
Tuesday 1st October at
1.15pm - A program of Kurt
Weill and Stephen
Sondheim:
Jo Burton, Nicole Smeulders
& Jenny Swanton
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ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.
ELCOME TO

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。
Sunday 1st September 2019
Commemoration of the New
Guinea Martyrs
Welcome to worship...


8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Procession & Parish Eucharist



4.00pm - Vespers at Cardinal Freeman Village

Included in this issue …


Happy Father’s Day!

p.3



Winter Warmer Fundraiser Results

p. 7



Thanks be to God

p.9



The Martyrs of Papa New Guinea Sept 2 p.12

And Much More…
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got ques-

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

News from around St Paul’s
Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Happy Father’s Day!
We give thanks to God for all who care for others especially fathers.
We pray that all fathers will be nurtured and sustained by the
indwelling of God's Holy Spirit and that, sensing God's love for them,
they might nurture and care for their families and for all those with
whom they share Father’s Day.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
Wisdom 3;1-9
Ps 130
Romans 8.33-39
John 12:20-32

Year C
The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Jeremiah 18.1-11
Ps 139.1-5,12-18
Philemon 1-25
Luke 14.25-35
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Fr. Michael & Antonia
We wish Fr. Michael and Antonia every blessing and safe travels as they
will be away for a while. Fr Michael will be directing the Mater Chorale
whilst they are on tour.
Fr Michael will have the award of Fellow of the Royal School of Church
Music (FRSCM) conferred upon him at Salisbury Cathedral on Saturday
the 5th of October at 5.30 p.m. (UK time).

Christian Meditation Group Monday Night at 7.30pm
in the Chapel of our Lady
All are welcome to join this newly-formed Christian Meditation group.
This opportunity provides a space during the week to experience
stillness and to be Present with God in contemplation and community.
Participants will be invited into the practice of Christian mediation in a
manner that is both guided and community-oriented. Each week’s group
will commence with teaching and guidance, followed by a time of silence
in prayer. In our fast-paced and noisy world, all are most welcome to
spend time with God in silence and in community.

Tuesday Night Study
The Tuesday night study is proving to be very popular with over a
dozen people coming along most evenings.
Study is on Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. We will continue with our new study of
Knowing Christ by Alister McGrath.
All are welcome.

Spring Raffle
We are having a Spring Raffle (replacing the Father's Day Raffle).
The prizes include a wonderful food hamper donated by our
organist Aleks's Mum and a Tiffany Lamp among other things.
Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 and are available now.
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'Fr Michael and Antonia Deasey at Winchester Cathedral'
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Lunchtime Recital Tuesday 20 August 2019
Violinist Ye Jin Min and Pianist Alexander Yau
The performance of French Music by Ye Jin Min and Alexander Yau was
spell binding. A world class performance. From the openin of Gabriel
Fauré’s Romance for violin and piano in Bflat major, p. 28 to the majestic
final movement of the César Franck’s Sonata for violin and piano in A
major, they performed with exacting technique, artistic expression and
superlative ensemble.
Ye Jin’s cantabile was exquisite, and she controlled a wide tonal
palette with a beautiful bow. This sonata is known as one of the finest
examples of writing for violin and piano. It is recognised as one of
extreme technical demands in the piano part, with virtuosic runs and
leaps. Throughout, Alexander accompanied with great sensitivity,
balancing tone and dynamics so well. A great display of a musical
partnership.
Choosing a program which demanded no less on the accompanist, this
recital entranced, excited and deeply moved the devoted listeners.
- Sheryl Southwood OAM

Tuesday’s recital was mesmerizing!
Ye Jin and Alexander played with consummate skill. They are both
prodigious talents and yet remain such humble and delightful people.
Alexander accompanied Ye Jin with great sensitivity, highlighting the
very fine quality of the new grand piano.
Ye Jin's mastery of the violin is evident in her magnificent tone and
technical excellence.
Tuesday’s recital was world class. Thank you for organizing this for us.
The recital was matched by the fine food and great atmosphere in the
Rectory after the recital as everyone shared the delicious refreshments
prepared so lovingly for us by Jane, Bob, and Annette.
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As always, Margaret welcomed everyone with a warmth and friendliness
that always sets the tone for our recitals.
We are truly blessed. Thanks be to God.
With every blessing.
James

Winter Warmer Fundraiser Results
These luncheons have proved to be very popular. This one was held
again in the Rectory on Sunday 25th August after the 9.30am service. We
had soup/slice.
All the soups/slices were homemade. There was a great selection with six
soups;
Thai Green Curry Chicken, Roasted Parsnip, Pea & Ham, Carrot, Pumpkin/Sweet Corn and Tomato. Some people had a taste of all of them!
These were accompanied with bread and followed by tea/coffee and
slices.
There was a great sense of fellowship with parishioners from both services being brought together. The intermingling and chatter showed how
much love and friendship we have in the parish. They were having such a
happy time that no one wanted to go home!
Thank you to everyone who cooked and baked the delicacies for the
luncheon, helped with the preparation on the day, washed up, cleared
away and for all who sold and bought tickets or made a donation. Thank
you to Father James for allowing us to hold such a wonderful event in the
Rectory, which lends itself for such an occasion.
Forty one people enjoyed this splendid luncheon and a profit of $413 was
made. The next luncheon will be in the spring on Sunday 13th October.
Please keep the date free.
- Pam Brock

7

Winter Fundraiser was a good time of Fellowship
My Dear Friends,
It was wonderful to see you all today and to share in our beautiful worship of God along with everyone else.
Thank you very much for helping to make the Parish Luncheon such a
special occasion. The food was magnificent and created a wonderful
ambience that engendered warm fellowship and excellent
conversations.

Well done everyone and thank you.
I look forward to seeing you all again soon.
With every blessing.
Peace,
James

A photo taken at Frankie Crichton’s Baptism on Sunday
18th August at 9.30am Service
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BEAUTIFUL KNEELERS FOR A BEAUTIFUL CHURCH
Last Sunday, Fr James blessed another 19 kneelers, lovingly made for us
by the Greenwood family, Barbara Hawkins, Leonie Cable, Patricia
Sedgman and Rosemary King
We hope you enjoy seeing the brightly coloured motifs around you and
that they spark good memories of loved ones and thoughts of the
Eucharist and of our Risen Lord and we give thanks to God for his love
and care for each of us.
We have now reached 200 kneelers in church. Thank you to everyone
who has so patiently stitched a kneeler and to those of you who have
donated one in memory of someone dear to them. How beautiful to think
our church is full of these memories.

Thanks be to God
My Dear Friends,
I hope that you are all well.
We had an amazingly wonderful Parish Council meeting last week as we
heard of all that God is doing in our midst. Thanks be to God and thank
you to each of you for your part in helping to build God’s kingdom of
justice, peace, and love here at St. Paul’s and elsewhere.
We hold you in our prayers, Barbara, as you mourn the death of your
friend and we hope that the thanksgiving evening at Exodus, that Jane
and Bob attended, was a fitting tribute to Bill and all that he has achieved
over the past thirty years.

With reference to our financials:
I met with Charles Assaf, the CEO of the Montessori Academy (they have
over 30 centres), and as promised Charles has given the Parish $5,000.
Charles has promised to support our work here over the coming years
too and he has some ideas about re-developing Blacket House when the
time is right for this to occur.
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The $5,000 gift from Charles is on top of gifts of $500 from the project
supervisor, $500 from the site supervisor, and $1,000 as a donation to
the Parish for letting them use the Upper Room.
We have received $600 from Consort 8 from their last recital.
A kind Parishioner has pledged $1,500 towards the Community Choir.
Another Parishioner has pledged a substantial donation towards the air
conditioning for the Church.
The cost of the hand rails in the Rectory was met by gifts from
Parishioners.
Sunday attendance is up as is giving and we are seeing a steady
increase in bookings for niches and weddings, along with income from
funerals.
We confirmed last week that we will soon receive the $60,000 grant
pledged by Craig Laundy for our outreach programmes.
Blacket House has also recently given another $10,000 to the Parish and
will soon be giving another $1,800 (approximately). Thanks be to God.
And, of course, we are grateful to Pam for all the fund raising that Pam
co-ordinates for the benefit of the Parish, including the recent donation
of $500 from the trading table.
Likewise, we are grateful to Jane and Bob for the wonderful refreshments
that they create for recitals, markets, lunches, and other functions all of
which generates tremendous good will and fellowship along with funds
that support the ongoing life of the Parish.
I am confident, by God’s grace and through the generosity of our many
friends, we will have a healthy surplus this year and each and every
subsequent year as we continue work with God to build St. Paul’s up in
faith and hope and love.
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We have received some more good
news last Friday:
Sitecorp Constructions have donated $200 to the Parish Pantry and I
received a telephone call from John
Faker’s Secretary, Nahil, to advise
me that the Mayor wishes to make
another donation to the Parish in
the order of $3,000 from money
raised by local businesses to go
towards our outreach programmes
(this will be used for the new
community choir)
We have much to be thankful for
and much to look forward to.
Thanks be to God.

With every blessing.
Peace,
James.

Thank yous

- Breakfast Point Rotary Club
- Gabriel
- Jane & Bob
- Felicity
- Olga
- Margaret W
- Margaret B
- Margaret H
- Kerin
- Nadia
- Yen
- Burwood Council
- Croydon Park @10
- Strathfield Council
- Burwood Baptist Church
- Del Monte
- KYB

Your help is needed!
We need volunteers for the
Artisans’ Market on Sunday 22nd
of September and Sunday 1st of
December.

Thank you to Pam Brock and to all We also need volunteers for an Up
who have contributed to our Parish Market market at Woodstock on the
8th of September and 10th of
lunch.
November.
Thank you to those who bring
Please let Jane Carrick or the office
food, soup, and who help those in
know if you are able to help in any
need who come to the parish
of those dates. Thank you.
pantry. This includes:


Many generous parishioners
- Sarah
- Mauri Foods
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The Martyrs of Papua New Guinea
September 2
Anglican missionaries arrived in New
Guinea in 1891 with the backing of the
Anglican Church in Australia. This followed
Australian involvement in the administration
of the south-east region of New Guinea.
In 1941 the Anglican Church in Papua New
Guinea celebrated its jubilee. The war had
so far had little impact on the area, and
co-operation between all the missions,
including German Lutherans in the
north-east continued unabated. Southward
moves by the Japanese brought the war to
Papua New Guinea in January 1942. Most
Europeans were evacuated to Australia, but
both the Roman Catholic bishop, Alain de Boismeau, and the Anglican
bishop, Philip Strong, encouraged their staffs to remain. Bishop Strong,
expressing the general feeling amongst the staff, said in a broadcast:
“No, my brothers and sisters, fellow workers in Christ, whatever others
may do, we cannot leave. We shall not leave. We shall stay by our trust.
We shall stand by our vocation. We do not know what it may mean to us.
Many already think us fools and mad. What does that matter? If we are
fools, `we are fools for Christ's sake.'
I cannot foretell the future. I cannot guarantee that all will be well--that
we shall all come through unscathed. One thing only I can guarantee
is that, if we do not forsake Christ here in Papua in His Body, the Church,
He will not forsake us. He will uphold us; He will sustain us; He will
strengthen us, and He will guide and keep us through the days that
lie ahead . . . Let us trust and not be afraid."
Most missionaries remained at their posts, avoiding the invading
Japanese as best they could. A number survived the war.
12

In all, 272 Christians died during the Second World War in Papua New
Guinea: 189 Roman Catholics, 20 Lutherans, 26 Methodists, 2 Seventh Day
Adventists, 23 members of the Salvation Army, and 12 Anglicans. The
Anglicans are commemorated in many parts of the Anglican
Communion on 2 September. They died in various incidents: May
Hayman, a nurse, and Mavis Parkinson, a teacher, were executed at
Ururu; Henry Matthews, a priest, and Leslie Gariadi, a Papuan teacher
and evangelist, were killed at sea; John Barge and Bernard Moore,
priests, died in New Britain.

The largest group of martyrs was a group beheaded on the beach at
Buna. This group included an English priest, Vivian Redlich, who had
been on sick leave at Dogura when the Japanese invasion began. He
insisted on returning to his base at Sangara. Although the Japanese were
coming to destroy the mission station, he celebrated a final Sunday
Eucharist with his people before moving off into the jungle. He and
others were eventually captured and executed. They included Margery
Brenchley, a nurse; Lilla Lashmar, a teacher; John Duffil, a builder; Henry
Holland, a priest; and Lucian Tapiedi, a Papuan teacher.
The decision of the missionaries to stay was criticised in some circles,
but after the war it was the missions whose staff remained who were
welcomed back by the people of Papua New Guinea. May God be
glorified and praised in His Holy Martyrs.
For further reading: Errol Hodge, The Seed of the Church, Sydney,
Australian Board of Missions, 1992.

Facebook!
You can join us on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/
Forthcoming events and other interesting news will be posted there!
Thank you Margaret Whittaker for your care in administrating our
Facebook page.
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THE DIOCESAN COMMEMORATION OF THE NEW
GUINEA MARTYRS AT BURWWOD
At St Paul’s we will honour the holy martyrs of New Guinea with a
Solemn Eucharist on Saturday 7th September, at 11.00 am,
This Sydney Diocesan Commemoration is organised by ABM and will be
celebrated at St Paul’s when Bishop Cameron Venables
(who served in Papua/New Guinea) will be the Special preacher – he is
currently based in Toowoomba as Bishop of the western region of
Queensland Diocese.
Please come along and support the parish as it hosts this Diocesan
Service. Lunch will follow and for catering purposes RSVP to the Parish
Office: 9747 4327.

Jeremiah 2.4-13; Psalm 81.1, 10-16;
Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16; Luke 14.1 (2-6) 7-14

‘Let mutual love continue,’ today’s passage from
Hebrews begins, but we are then called to go further.
The writer concludes with, ‘Do not neglect to do good
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.’ The
implication is that such help is to be sacrificial and open-ended – those we
help may be able to return the favour in some way, or they may not. Jesus in
the Gospel calls us to practise the same generosity towards those who
cannot repay us that God shows towards us – we can’t repay God, above all
for what he has done for us through Jesus.


Give thanks for Jesus, ‘the same yesterday and today and for ever’, and
pray that you will be filled with his Spirit of love and generosity.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Council of Anglican
Provinces of Africa.

Text: The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane © Anglican Board of
Mission, 2019
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List of items most needed for the
parish pantry:
For the kitchen:
•

Sun Rice Meals e.g. Butter
chicken, Green chicken curry,
Chicken satay, etc

•

Washing up liquid



Paper towels

•

Boxed meals



Chux

•

Tins of corned beef, spam,
ham;



Sponges

•

Sugar;

•

•

Boxes of Cereals

Health

•

All Day Breakfast by Heinz;

•

Soap



Tinned tuna, sardines,

•

Shampoo & Conditioner



Harvest Meals in a tin
eg Vegetables and Sausages

•

Toothpaste



Rice, cuscus, polenta, instant
potato, pasta, spaghetti

EACH WEEK WE RUN OUT
OF :

Tinned corn



MILK



Sweet & savoury biscuits;



CEREALS



Tinned fruit





Rice Cream

SUNRISE MEALS IN A
BOX



Pasta sauces



SPAM AND CORNED
BEEF



COFFEE

For the laundry:

Washing powder

Torches and Fans are available for
sale!
The wonderful torches and a few fans are
available again from the trading table. They are $3 each or two for $5. This
could include a fan and a torch or two torches or two fans.
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ST PAUL’S SOCIAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS
LIFE JACKET
Evenings
4th September
2nd October
HUB
10.00-12.00 noon
1st October
PANTRY
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9.30-11.30 am

PARISH PANTRY donations of food are always welcomed because the
need is so great. (see list p. 8)

LIFE JACKET
Due to peoples’ boundless generosity donations for Life Jacket have far
exceeded need. We would ask you to hold on to items of clothing until a
specific request is made.
OP SHOP
We will be opening an Op Shop in a few months time and will be
looking for high end new, or near new clothing. This Op Shop will be for
clothing only. We will not be selling Bric a Brac.
We are not ready to accept any clothing yet.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE OP SHOP WATCH THIS SPACE
BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR
The Burwood Community Choir @ St Pauls will start on
Tuesday evening 17th of September at 5.30pm until 7pm.
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Celebrating Li Tim-Oi

Rev Dr Florence Li Tim-Oi

Surrounded by this prayer

李添嬡

Strangers join in our heartland

The first woman to be ordained
to the Priesthood in the
Anglican Communion 25th
January 1944

Glorious things are spoken of her,
she the first in this pursuit
By accidence against reason
her nobleness now decorated
Contemptuously was descried
Made the world’s first woman
Of fire beyond water and chaos
Constantly trialled as expurgated
Of future’s hopes and its stories
Made communion and of Asia’s
Heritage spanned to give birth
Of fire beyond water and chaos
To those forgotten as girls
Engendered by torture, creating
Balance as she smiles
In spirit with tribute and celebration
Inculcating saints wind and soul
And for these times is our welfare
Gently Into our harbour let her fly.
3.08.2019
Noel Jeffs

This took place in Hong Kong.
Li was ordained by Bishop Hall
and his assistant as a priest,
meaning she would be able to
give the sacraments to
Anglicans.
It was to be 30 years before any
Anglican church regularised
the ordination of women; to
avoid further controversy Li
resigned her licence (though
not her priest's orders) after
the end of the war.[4][5]
When Hong Kong ordained two
further women priests (Joyce
M. Bennett and Jane Hwang
Hsien Yuen) in 1971, Li was officially recognised as a priest in
the diocese.[6]
She was appointed an honorary
(nonstipendiary) assistant
priest in Toronto in 1983, where
she spent the remainder of her
life.
She died in Canada on 26
February 1992.
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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INDOORS…
Bread Roster 2019

Bus Trip

≈ ≈ 2nd September - Gabriel
≈ 9th September - Margaret
≈16th September - Antonia

The next bus trip will be on Friday
18th October. We will be going to
Goulburn and visiting the two Cathedrals. The cost will be $60 and
Blue Illusion Fundraiser
include a paper bag lunch. Please
When: Saturday 21st September at
keep the date free and tell your
1pm
friends to come.
Where: Blue Illusion, Level 2, WestAny inquiries please see Pam.
field Burwood

For General Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
Account
BSB:
Account #:

032 062
812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the Community
Choir.

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s on Sunday
18th August & other donations:

≈ Offertory: $2158
≈ Parish Pantry: $10
≈ Building Fund: $10
≈ Donation from Consort 8: $600
≈ Donation from Montessori: $5000

TOTAL:$7,778.00
Collection given at St Paul’s on Sunday
25th August & other donations:

≈ Offertory: $2299
≈ Parish Pantry: $10
≈ Memorial Flowers: $10
≈ Winter Warmer Fundraiser: $413
≈ Trading Table: $500

TOTAL:$3,322.00
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Thank you for your generosity.
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Parish Fair
The next Parish Fair will be on Saturday 2nd November.
Please keep the date free so you can offer assistance on the day.

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019
1.15pm – 1.45pm
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September 10

Sydney Clarinet Choir – Deborah de Graaff

October 1

A program of Kurt Weill and Stephen Sondheim:
Jo Burton – soprano,
Nicole Smeulders – contralto
Jenny Swanton - piano

October 15

Conservatorium students

November 5

James McDonald – Guitar

November 19

Christopher Harris – Baritone

December 17

Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano
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St Paul’s Anglican Church
205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood
LUNCHTIME RECITALS

Tuesday 10 September 2019
1.15pm - 1.45pm

Sydney Clarinet Choir
Deborah de Graaff - Director
Program includes

Ben Curry-Hyde
as soloist in
Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto in A K622
as well as music by J. S. Bach, Elgar,
Ennico Morricone and Jerome Kern
Donations are always welcome
Thank you
Light refreshments will follow in the Rectory
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Melbourne Anglican group warns Victorian bishop of
'breaking point' over same-sex blessing plan
- By Mark Brolly

Wangaratta's Bishop John Parkes says blessing people married under the
law of the state is 'not an unreasonable thing to do'.
An association of Melbourne Anglicans has called on Wangaratta's
Bishop John Parkes not to proceed with plans for a service of blessing for
married same-sex couples, warning that doing so “would strain the
fellowship between us to breaking point”.

The New Cranmer Society, which describes itself as “a fellowship of
Anglicans in the Diocese of Melbourne committed to encouraging
orthodox, biblical and effective ministry in the diocese and the Anglican
Church of Australia”, said Bishop Parkes would be acting contrary to
biblical teaching and the doctrine of the Church, would be divisive and
would pre-empt the process set in place by the national Church to deal
with the issue if he approved any liturgy for blessing same-sex marriages
adopted by his synod, which is to meet on 30-31 August.
Bishop Parkes, for whom the synod is one of his final duties before retirement, revealed in an interview with TMA this month that he would ask his
synod to approve a service for the blessing of people married under
Australian law, which since 2017 has included same-sex couples, and that
he would be prepared to bless a couple using the service by the end of
the year if synod endorsed his proposal.
“I have been quite clear with my episcopal colleagues of my intention to
do that for the last couple of years,” he said. “I’ve taken extensive advice
from my canon theologian, from my legal advisers, my ecclesiastical
legal advisers, and I’m advised that to act in that way will not be in
breach of my oath to uphold the Constitution and canons of this Church.
“I would never act if I were advised that I were in breach of that oath.”
Bishop Parkes replied to the New Cranmer Society on 15 August
(see extracts below).
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Melbourne’s Archbishop Philip Freier, as Anglican Primate of Australia,
said on 29 July that if Wangaratta approved the proposal, he intended
referring any question that arose to the highest court of the Church in
Australia, the Appellate Tribunal, to provide clarification “and to put in
place an orderly process by which the issue can be addressed”.
“This is a significant matter for the national Church and, on my present

advice, would likely give rise to a question under the Constitution on
which minds will differ,” Dr Freier said.
“I ask for your prayers in the conversations and deliberations around
this sensitive pastoral and theological matter.”
The President of the New Cranmer Society, Mr Kimberly Smith, wrote
an open letter to Bishop Parkes and the Wangaratta Synod on 10 August
on behalf of the Society’s council, urging them not to proceed with approving the liturgy.
“We would like you to consider that approval of such a liturgy would:
•

Be contrary to the teaching of the Scriptures (and of the Lord Jesus
in Matthew 19 in particular) and the doctrine of marriage
contained in the Book of Common Prayer and A Prayer Book for
Australia.

•

Be divisive to our national church, disregarding the clear decisions
of the most recent General Synod and the bishops' statement of
2018 that ‘the doctrine of this Church is that marriage is a lifelong
union between a man and woman’.

•

Pre-empt the process set in place for the national church to deal
with this issue.

“In view of this, out of concern for the truth of Christ, and in order to
preserve the unity of the church, we plead with you in the name of
Jesus Christ not to take this course, which would strain the fellowship
between us to breaking point,” Mr Smith, a General Synod representative from Melbourne, wrote.
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Mr Smith said a courtesy copy of the letter would be sent to
Archbishop Freier.
“We recognise that the topic of marriage is a difficult one for our national
church but there has been agreement amongst us to come to a decision
together,” he said.
“This move by Bishop Parkes flies in the face of not only the view of the
national church expressed at our General Synod, but also an agreement
by the Australian bishops themselves not to act in this way. Bishop Parkes’
actions threaten the hard-won unity of the Anglican Church of Australia
and so we urge him and his synod to reconsider his intentions and not to
break the unity of the church.”
Bishop Parkes replied to Mr Smith’s letter on 15 August, saying the letter
“misquotes both what I said to The Melbourne Anglican and what was
reported by it”.
“I did not say that I intended to promote a liturgy for the blessing of same
sex marriages,” Bishop Parkes wrote. “What I did say was that I intended
to promote before my Synod a form of service under the Canon
Concerning Services of the General Synod for the blessing of persons
who are married pursuant to the Marriage Act 1961. What we will put to
the Wangaratta Synod has nothing to do with the doctrine of marriage. It
concerns the blessing of persons who are in a civil marriage under
Australian law.
“Indeed, I am conservative in terms of the position of our church in
relation to marriage. The resolutions of the 2004 General Synod make it
clear that marriage in the church – Christian marriage, if you will - is
between a man and a woman, voluntarily entered into to the exclusion of
all others for life. This is the doctrine of holy matrimony which I uphold. I
accept that the marriage of two persons of the same sex cannot take
place within the Anglican Church of Australia.”
He wrote that the teaching of the Scriptures, and in particular the
teachings of Christ himself, on matters relating to same-sex attraction
were the subject of considerable scholarly disagreement both within
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the Anglican Church and more broadly amongst Christians of all
denominations. “That scholarly disagreement reflects the breadth of
views honestly and sincerely held across our Church about the nature of
marriage and the kinds of relationships which are pleasing to God.
“The State has extended the Marriage Act to include marriages between
persons of the same sex. There are many same-sex attracted persons
who are committed Anglicans and faithful members of the Church. Some
will choose to make a lifelong commitment to their partner in a civil
marriage service. In my view, persons of faith who are legally married
under Australian law should be able to receive the prayers of the church
for fidelity, strength and blessing in their lives. Blessing people who are
married according to the law of the state seems not an unreasonable
thing to do. Indeed, asking God to bless, sustain, and encourage them in
their lives of faithfulness, of love, and of self-service, seems to me
entirely consistent with the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Bishop Parkes wrote that the New Cranmer Society’s press release on the
issue spoke of the Church coming to a decision together “but the fact is
that our Church has been paralysed on this issue for almost 20 years”.

“This paralysis was evidenced in the first set of essays published by The
Doctrine Commission under the title Faithfulness in Fellowship in 2001.
The recent set of essays on the same subject published by the Doctrine
Commission indicate that we are no further forward. And meanwhile it is
LGBTIQ+ people who bear the real cost of our inability to get our act
together. The mental health outcomes especially for young people as
identified by the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of
Psychiatrists are truly shocking.
“I certainly agree that the unity of the national church is important. I am
struck by the New Cranmer Society’s vocal appeal to that unity on the
question of blessings for same-sex attracted persons when, as far as I
can tell, it has been silent on such divisive issues as:
•

the failure of the Diocese of Sydney over many years to pay its
special levy to the General Synod, thus setting itself over against the
national church;
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•

the practice of the Archbishop of Sydney in permitting Diaconal
presidency at the Eucharist, a practice widely acknowledged as a
significant and damaging innovation to universally accepted
Anglican order;

•

the visit of a number of Australian bishops to America to participate
in the consecration of a schismatic bishop in a church not in
communion with this church, thus interfering in the proper affairs of
another province; and

•

the stated intention of a number of Australian bishops to participate
in the consecration of a schismatic bishop in a church not in
communion with this church so as to interfere in the affairs of our
sister church in Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia.

“Such examples as these reveal that I am not alone nor am I the first in
putting the unity of our church in question. I have no desire to ‘strain the
fellowship between us to breaking point’ but I simply do not accept that
the kind of pastoral response I am proposing for persons who are in civil
marriages can reasonably be seen as posing that sort of risk to our
continued life as a Church.
“I love the Church, I study the Bible and I pray faithfully and regularly. I
have arrived at the point of declaring that the proper treatment of
LGBTIQ+ people by this church is a matter of biblical justice. What I propose is a small step but one which I consider cannot be delayed any
longer. To quote another inconvenient cleric; Here I stand. I can do no
other. So help me God.”
Bishop Parkes, 69, announced earlier this year that he would take accumulated leave after presiding at his final synod and return on 21 December to lay up his pastoral staff, marking the end of his 11 years as Bishop
of Wangaratta.
In his interview with TMA to mark his impending retirement, Bishop
Parkes said LGBTIQA people would never marry in the Church.
“The Church’s doctrine of marriage is clear and was stated most recently
in the 2004 resolutions of General Synod.”
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But he said if anyone wanted to take him to the Appellate Tribunal over
his proposal to bless same-sex couples married under Australian law,
“they’ve got time to do it” – though he hoped opponents would not do
so.
Archbishop Glenn Davies of Sydney and Bishop Richard Condie of
Tasmania are among Anglican leaders who have staunchly opposed
same-sex marriage and argued that the Church’s traditional view, that
marriage is between a man and a woman, must stand.
On 7 May, Bishop Condie, who is also Chairman of the Global Anglican
Future Conference (GAFCON) Australia, warned a gathering at St
Alfred's North Blackburn for GAFCON's international Chairman,
Archbishop Foley Beach of the US, and its General Secretary,
Archbishop Ben Kwashi of Nigeria, of conflict in Australian dioceses with
a mix of conservative and progressive Anglicans if any attempt were
made to bless same-sex unions in those dioceses.
Bishop Condie said when a branch of the Fellowship of Confessing
Anglicans, which became GAFCON Australia, was formed four years
ago, he had said that it was a “Break glass in case of emergency”
organisation that was ready to go when the need arose.
“We're very close to breaking the glass in Australia,” he said.
Bishop Condie said the meeting of Australian bishops earlier this year
considered a draft of essays on marriage prepared by the Doctrine
Commission for consideration at the 2020 General Synod. While the
Constitution of the Australian Church was strong on what was at the
centre of Anglicans' faith, at least one bishop had declared their
intention to move forward on blessing same-sex marriages, regardless
of what any General Synod might do.
“Now, as you know, the dioceses in Australia, there are some that are almost exclusively conservative, some that are almost exclusively liberal
and then many mixed. Where that happens in an almost exclusively liberal diocese where all the clergy and the bishops are the rule, it will
probably happen that we will co-exist. It won't happen in the conservative dioceses but in the mixed dioceses, that's where we're going to have
conflict and we're in for a very unhappy time as we face that.
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“GAFCON Australia, our pledge is that we're thinking of this, thinking
about the strategies and the ways to support faithful Anglicans in
Australia. GAFCON has always had two aims: to promote the orthodox
faith and to provide support for those who are marginalised over the
actions of others who put them in a difficult situation.”
In his TMA interview this month, Bishop Parkes said he had not
consulted his Diocesan Chancellor, Justice Clyde Croft of the Supreme
Court of Victoria, as Justice Croft is a member of the Appellate Tribunal
and may have to sit in judgement of his (the bishop’s) actions.

Bishop Parkes said he took the unity of the Church seriously – as he did
the 17th chapter of St John’s Gospel, in which Jesus prays “that all of
them may be one” (verse 21) – “but the reality is that we are not a
unified Anglican Communion”.
“Whilst we have separate Communion gatherings, whilst we have
consecrations of bishops in churches not in communion with this Church
to interfere in the proper ecclesiastical polity of provinces, then we are
not a unified church. Sometimes the call of the Gospel and justice
compels us to go places which aren’t necessarily comfortable.
“What will happen? Well, there are people who will say I’m not biblical.
I find that deeply offensive. I love the Bible, I read the Bible, I study the
Bible. There (is) more than one way to read the handful of disputed texts
and contemporary scholarship suggests to me that the Bible is silent on
what we understand as long-term, monogamous, committed, faithful
same-sex relationships. And if there is a weight of modern scholarship
that would suggest that is so, I think the Church needs to be in the space
of affirming love, of affirming fidelity, of affirming relationship.”
Bishop Parkes said he accepted that he might be regarded as “a naughty bishop” as then Archbishop of Perth Peter Carnley was in ordaining
Australia’s first female priests in 1992.
“I take the view that we have been talking about this now for 20 years or
more and the people who really suffer out of this are the LGBTIQA
community and I think enough is enough,” he said.
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In preparing for a speech to General Synod in 2017 proposing a national
Church apology to LGBTIQA people, Bishop Parkes said he had read
research by the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of P
sychiatrists on the “horrible” mental health outcomes for young
LGBTIQA people.
“My Vicar-General (Archdeacon Clarence Bester) made, I think, a superb
speech to Synod last year as a coloured South African man talking of the
prejudice that he had received in his life for that which was no choice or
fault of his,” Bishop Parkes said.

“I do not believe, and I think the science is in and closed, that people
choose sinfully their sexual identity. I believe the science is clear that
sexual identity is on a spectrum and I refuse to condemn people for
being who they are and wanting to live as I believe God made them to
be. And if that puts me out of sorts with some part of the Anglican
Communion, so be it.”

In the wake of senseless violence we turn to prayer
Lord, in our shock and confusion, we come before you.
In our grief and despair in the midst of hate,
in our sense of helplessness in the face of violence,
we lean on you.
For the families of those who have been killed we pray.
For the shooters—help us to pray, Lord.
For the grief, fear, and loss in El Paso and Dayton we pray.
For the churches striving to be your light in darkness, we pray.
In the face of hatred, may we love, Lord.
May we love those far off and those near.
May we love those who are strangers and those who are friends.
May we love those who we agree with and understand,
and even more so, Lord, those who we consider to be our enemies.
We pray this in the name of The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of
Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional
Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests,
deacons and Religious of the Anglican
Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to Pray for the Province
of the Episcopal Church of South
Sudan, For its Bishop, The Most Revd
Justin Badi Arama and for all his clergy
and people.

Pray for Fr James and for Fr
Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we
support them as they work among us
in Christ’s name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)

Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:
We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person
with us. May both our parishes be
blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in
love, may bring those who do not
know you to the knowledge and love
of you; for the honour of your name.
Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them
for such is the kingdom of heaven’.
Bless, Lord, your children who now
stand before you in prayer. Help them
to understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with
your Father and the Holy Spirit, now,
always and forever. Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from
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death to life, from falsehood to truth;
lead me from despair to hope, from
fear to trust; lead me from hate to love,
from war to peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world,
our universe.

In love and charity please
remember the recently departed
especially Yvonne McKee that God
may grant her a place of refreshment,
light and peace.

Pray, too, for, Hugh Allan McKinnon,

George Spence, Irene Mavis Young &
Laurence George Bell and for any
especially this week all those who like
others whose year’s mind falls around
hurting others. May the Lord be
this time.
present in their lives and may He
transform their hearts to treat others in Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
a kindly manner.
let light perpetual shine upon them!

Pray for all in need, remembering

Pray for the sick and their carers:
Joyce Bannister; Margaret Baseley;
Jenny Bounds; John Burns, June
Cameron; John Carey; George Cepak;
Hilary Davies; Florence; Anna
Laurence; Samuel Laurence; Michelle;
Mark Palmer; Shirley Lowe; Alister &
Sally Palmer; Geoff Riccord; Henry
Roberts; Geraldine Rees; Margaret
Wheatley; Bob Woods.

Services during this week at St Paul’s
A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on
Wednesday at 10.30am.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Monday 2nd September - Martyrs of New Guinea (d.1942)



Tuesday 3rd September - Gregory of Rome, Bishop & Teacher
- Eliza Darling, pioneer social reformer in NSW
(d.1868)
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Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest
Honorary Priest

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins
rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM
Fr Jim Pettigrew

Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King
Director of Music
Organ Scholar
Rector’s Warden
People’s Wardens

Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM
Aleksander Mitsios
Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra
(9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday)
office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au

•
•

•
•

Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community.
With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is
personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life.
We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing.
Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a
funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.

9747 4000

24 HOURS 7 DAYS
www.unityfunerals.com.au

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE
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