WHAT’S ON AT ST PAULS



Sunday 15th September at
6pm in the church - Shine
Chorus Annual Concert



Monday 16th September
at 7.00pm – Meditation



Tuesday 17th September
at 5.30pm-7pm - Burwood
Community Choir Starts in
the small hall



Tuesday 17th September
at 7.30pm in the Rectory Study Group



Saturday 21st of
September at 1pm - Blue
Illusion Fundraiser









Sunday 22nd of
September - Artisans’
Market
Tuesday 1st October at
1.15pm - “Beacons of
Light” - A program of Kurt
Weill and Stephen
Sondheim:
Jo Burton, Nicole
Smeulders & Louise Welch
Tuesday 15th October at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital
- Conservatorium Students
Sunday 20th October at
2pm- Talk by Phillip
Ruddock in the large hall

W

ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.
ELCOME TO

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。
Sunday 15th September 2019
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Welcome to worship...


8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Choral Eucharist

Included in this issue …


Welcome! We are glad that you have
found us!

p.3



Congratulations to the newly baptized!
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ABM-A PNG Martyrs’ Day Service
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Religious discrimination bill could legalise
race hate speech, Law Council warns
- By Paul Karl

p.15

And Much More…
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got ques-

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

News from around St Paul’s
discover the call of God on our
lives through the ministries of St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood.
We affirm that through God’s
redeeming love for all, we are one To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican
in Christ. We respect the inherent Church commits to the welcome
and inclusion of all persons as
and valuable contributions each
children of God and declares itself
member makes to the Body of
Christ. We celebrate our diversity to be a welcoming community of
faith.
and recognize the sacred worth
and dignity of all persons of any
Welcome to the Members of
age, gender, gender identity,
the Order of the Eastern
Star
gender expression, race, ethnic
origin, economic reality, family
We warmly welcome the Members
status, sexual orientation, diverse of the Order of the Eastern Star
ability, or social status. We believe with us today.
that through Christ we are being
Fr. Michael
included and welcomed by God
Fr Michael will have the award of
and one another. As we journey
towards inclusion, we proclaim this Fellow of the Royal School of
Church Music (FRSCM) conferred
welcome to all God’s people,
upon him at Salisbury Cathedral on
especially to those who have
Saturday the 5th of October at 5.30
known the pain of exclusion and
p.m. (UK time).
discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded
Every blessings for safe travel.
or condemned. We invite all
Welcome home Antonia.
persons to journey with us as we

Welcome! We are glad that
you have found us!

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist

Year C

Jeremiah 4.11-12,22-28
Ps 14
1 Timothy 1.1-2,12-19a
Luke 15.1-10

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Jeremiah 8.18-9.1
Ps 79.1-9
1 Timothy 2.1-10
Luke 16.1-13
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Congratulations to the newly baptised!
Today, we welcome into the family of God, the Church,
through the sacrament of Holy Baptism, Yasaman Abtin.
Please pray for Yasaman, her mother and her sponsor that
they may know God’s presence in their lives and be enfolded with
God’s love.

Thank you
Thank you very much to the kind parishioner who has prepared our
beautiful new Service Booklets for us. This is most kind and has required
a huge amount of very detailed work. Other kind parishioners proof
read the booklets and we appreciate their kindness too.
Can you please return the Service Booklets to the welcomers after each
Service. Thank you.

Christian Meditation Group Monday Night at 7.00pm
in the Chapel of our Lady
There will be no Christian Meditation this week Monday, 16th
September. It will resume on Monday, 23rd September.

Tuesday Night Study
The Tuesday night study is proving to be very popular with over a
dozen people coming along most evenings.
On Tuesday the 17th of September at 7.30 p.m. we will continue with
our new study of Knowing Christ by Alister McGrath. All are welcome.

Breaking News!
Our application for "The Parish Pantry and Community Garden
Upgrade" to the tune of $42,737 has been awarded by My Community
Project - Service NSW. A great big think you to everyone who took the
time to vote for this project.
There will be more news about this in the weeks to come.
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Spring Raffle
We are having a Spring Raffle
(replacing the Father's Day Raffle).
The prizes include a wonderful
food hamper donated by our
organist Aleks's Mum and a Tiffany
Lamp among other things.
Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 and
are available now.

The flowers in the church today
are given to the glory of
God and in memory of

Dr John Michael Bounds
OAM
who passed away on
9 September 2016

Your help is needed!
We need volunteers for the
Artisans’ Market on Sunday 22nd of
September and Sunday 1st of
December.
We also need volunteers for an Up
Market market at Woodstock on the
10th of November.

Husband of Jenny, father of
Christopher, Carolyn, Simon and
Claire and their families.

Please let Jane Carrick or the office
know if you are able to help in any
of those dates. Thank you.

Lovingly remembered
Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine upon
him!

We also need more volunteers to
help at the Parish Pantry on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
Do you have time to pick up meals from Lidcombe for the parish pantry
each week?
If you can help in either of these, please speak to Rosemary.
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ABM-A PNG Martyrs’ Day Service
Dear Edwina,
It was a great privilege to welcome our friends to St. Paul’s last Saturday for
the annual ABM-A PNG Martyrs’ Day Service. The Service was beautiful and I
am grateful to all who helped participate in any way.
It was a blessing to have the Change Ringers calling us to worship and the
lunch prepared by Jane and Bob after the Service was an absolute delight and
treat. The team of helpers who served and washed and dried made the lunch
flow seamlessly.

Thank you, Edwina, for all that you did to make the day so special and it was a
joy to have Bishop Cameron join us for our worship of God and our fellowship
afterwards. Bishop Cameron’s sermon was engaging and deeply meaningful.
All in all it was a splendid day and please be sure that ABM-A are always
welcome back to St. Paul’s.
With my love and very best wishes.
Peace,
James.
Candles for the Martyrs of PNG &
the Melanesian Brothers killed in
the Solomon Islands
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Left: Fr James Collins, Rector of St Paul’s
Right: The Rt Rev’d Cameron
Venables, Bishop of the western region
of Queensland Diocese (Preacher)

Lunchtime Recital Tuesday 10 September 2019
A first for our Lunchtime Recitals with the eleven member Sydney
Clarinet Choir! Under the impeccable direction of Deborah de Graaff,
the Choir showcased most of the member of the Clarinet family,
including the beautiful contra-bass clarinet. The piccolo member was
not used for this recital. The sound was energetic, lyrical and other times
haunting and melancholy.
The instruments sang beautifully together. Their phrasing, dynamics and
interpretations were of the highest order. The major work was the first
movement for Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto in A major, K622. The soloist
was Ben Curry-Hyde, a student of Deborah’s. It was a pleasure to hear
him perform gain. Ben performed in November last year, impressing his
audience with Lang’s ‘Press Release’ on the Bass Clarinet, a stunning
performance. His playing of the elegant Mozart concerto was no less
impressive. The unusual accompaniment arrangement for the Clarinet
Choir was most professionally played, with sensitive balance between
Ben and the Choir.

The program concluded with a catchy arrangement of Jerome Kern’s
‘The Way You Look Tonight’. It was a most generous program, ranging
from the Baroque to twentieth century.
Thank you Deborah for bringing superb music to Tuesday’s Recital.
Sheryl Southwood OAM

A Big Thank You
Very special thank you to Jane and Bob Woods for preparing the
refreshments, and to Caroline, Rosemary, Elizabeth Griffiths,
Mary Purnell, Annette Green and Vanessa McNeill for being hostesses.
Ever gracious, they are to be praised. Thank you. SS
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PARISH PANTRY LIST

Thank yous
Thanks to MAURI FOODS ENFIELD who have contributed more food to
the Parish Pantry this week. Their generosity is making a considerable
difference to the amount and variety of food on the shelves.
Thank you to everyone from the Baptist Community Church in
Burwood for their contributions to the parish pantry.
Thank you to the two parishioners who have been providing
home-made soups and hot meals for our parish pantry people.
Thank you to Yen and the parishioners from CP10 for their continuous
support to the parish pantry and to life jacket.
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ST PAUL’S SOCIAL
OUTREACH PROGRAMS

LIFE JACKET
Evenings

PARISH PANTRY donations of
food are always welcomed
because the need is so great.
(see list p. 8)

2nd October

LIFE JACKET

HUB
10.00-12.00 noon
1st October
PANTRY

As we only have one more Life
Jacket Night this year, we will not Tuesdays and Thursdays 9.30-11.30 am
be accepting any more
donations. Thank you to everyone who has contributed so generously.
OP SHOP
We will be opening an Op Shop in a few months time and will be
looking for high end new, or near new clothing. This Op Shop will be
for clothing only. We will not be selling Bric a Brac.
We are not ready to accept any clothing yet.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE OP SHOP WATCH THIS SPACE
BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR
The Burwood Community Choir @ St Pauls will start this coming
Tuesday evening 17th of September at 5.30pm until 7pm.
It will be in the small hall.
A light supper will be served.

Torches and Fans are available for
sale!
The wonderful torches and a few fans are
available again from the trading table. They are $3 each or two for $5.
This could include a fan and a torch or two torches or two fans.
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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READ, LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST...
When religion and politics mix, there's little regard for the
source material - By Annabel Crabb
Why do politicians get nervous about dragging Christianity into
politics?
Because so much of what they do clashes horribly with the teachings of
the Bible.
A quick check through the Ten Commandments, for instance, is
definitionally uncomfortable for anyone in a profession where coveting,
working on Sundays and bearing false witness against one's neighbour
is pretty much a KPI.
The Sermon on the Mount — if delivered today in the House of Representatives — would occasion much nervous checking of Apple watches
and shuffling of papers, as it would for many of us. Turn the other cheek?
Judge not, lest you be judged? Blessed are the meek? Jesus was — if it's
not too heretical to make the point — really showing his inexperience in
Australian politics with those sentiments.
And at the parliamentary church service, where cameras are allowed, no
-one ever reads out Matthew 6:5:
"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when
you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who
is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward
you."
But nowhere is biblical teaching more embarrassed than when it confronts — in this country — immigration policy.
A political handmaiden
In 2006, when Kevin Rudd was seeking election against the flagging John
Howard, he wrote a lengthy essay for The Monthly about faith in politics,
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in a self-described attempt to push back against "those who would
seek today to traduce Christianity by turning it into the political handmaiden of the conservative political establishment".
In the essay, Rudd described at length his devotion to the legacy of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (the German theologian and anti-Nazi dissident)
and cited the parable of the Good Samaritan.
Get a wrap of the key stories and analysis from the ABC's chief politics
writer Annabel Crabb.

"The biblical injunction to care for the stranger in our midst is clear,"
he wrote. "That is why the government's proposal to excise the Australian mainland from the entire Australian migration zone and to rely almost exclusively on the so-called Pacific Solution should be the cause
of great ethical concern to all the Christian churches."
A lot happened over the ensuing six years. Rudd was elected, duly implemented a more humane asylum seeker policy, which triggered a
significant increase in boat arrivals, which in turn contributed to his
colleagues' decision to abjure (in the political sense, at least) Commandment Number Six when it came to knocking off PMs.
His successor, Julia Gillard, set about restoring much of the Howard
government's tough border regime — even eventually offering, in August 2012, to reopen Nauru and Manus Island for offshore processing.
In chaos, the Labor Party struck again and re-elected Rudd, who no
longer spoke of Bonhoeffer.
The original essay was a canny political manoeuvre — part of the
Rudd strategy to steal some bases in the territory of the faithful previously occupied by Howard's Coalition.
But when the tenets of faith come up against the demands of politics,
guess what wins?
Jesus was pretty clear that the little people mattered. "Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me," he remarked in Matthew 25:40.
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But that is not how the politics of border protection work. Because — to
take the example of the Biloela family facing deportation that has
prompted some Labor figures to invoke the Bible in an appeal to the
Prime Minister — what is done to the least of Jesus's brethren is done to
serve as a brutal reminder to the rest of them not to try anything.
A question of faith dodged
Both Kevin Rudd and Scott Morrison have profited politically by making
extensive public and campaign use of their faith.
For Rudd, the point of intersection was his deliberate invocation of Bonhoeffer and the parable of the Good Samaritan; for Morrison it was the
promise of "preventative regulation and legislation" to protect religious
freedom, made soon after he became Prime Minister.
On Kitchen Cabinet over the years, I asked both men specifically —
with respect to asylum seekers— whether politics would always win out
against the Bible's injunction to take in the poor and suffering.
Neither was keen to answer the question directly.
Rudd — whose staff whispered in the background that only 10 minutes
remained before he had to be whisked away — commenced a lengthy
oral history of the 1951 Refugee Convention, the participating countries,
the geopolitical context …
Minute after minute ticked by, until I interrupted him to point out that we
were unlikely to put this historical context to air and seeing as this was
a program about himself and his approach to politics, perhaps he could
give a more personal reflection about the intersection of Christian and
political principle.
His response was to ask that all the cameras be turned off, whereupon
he informed me that if I wanted to ask him this question, I must be
prepared to broadcast his answer in full.
This impasse was never broken, and a few minutes later the prime minister was on his way.
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'There are no simple answers'
Several years later, I interviewed
Scott Morrison, who served as
immigration minister under Tony
Abbott but by the time of our
interaction was serving as the
treasurer.
I asked him whether the essence of
politics was accepting — in
contravention of Bible teaching —
that some people could and would
be hurt by the decisions you took.
"Well, particularly when you're
dealing with life and death
consequences, I mean there are no
simple answers," he said.
"It'd be lovely if they all just had a
conference up in South-East Asia
and all of a sudden and the people
smugglers decided they wouldn't
be sending any more boats and it
would all be solved, but the world's
not that simple … this part of the
world in particular is not that
simple.

"It was never about the, um, having
a position on the victims of the
crooks, and in many ways they're
the people we've prevented from
you know, now perishing at sea,"
Morrison responded.
"There are so many silent voices
that were never heard in this
debate … I mean, who is talking up
for those who are offshore, who
could never ever afford to get on a
boat, that were applying to come
through the proper system, and the
thousands of those who are getting
knocked back every year, because
simply we had to shut down the
offshore humanitarian program
cause all the places had been
taken?"
As you can see, these two men of
faith had different ways of confronting the deeply troublesome
intersection of their spiritual beliefs with their day jobs.

But it should be noted that both answered the question in a political
"And one of the things I learnt from way, which should give you the anmy father is crooks are crooks, and swer about which discipline —
you know, they will keep going
when push comes to shove — will
until you stop them."
always prevail.
"What about the victims of the
crooks?" I asked. "Aren't they in a
slightly difficult situation?"
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Religious discrimination bill could legalise race hate
speech, Law Council warns - By Paul Karp
President Arthur Moses says proposed law contains a ‘narrower’
protection for racial discrimination than exists under section 18C
The expression of religious beliefs that offend, insult or humiliate people
based on their race could be effectively legalised by the Coalition’s
religious discrimination bill, the Law Council of Australia has warned.
On Wednesday the Law Council president Arthur Moses noted that the
bill, released last week by attorney general Christian Porter, contains a
“narrower” protection for racial discrimination than exists under current
commonwealth law in the notorious section 18C of the Racial
Discrimination Act.
At the National Press Club, Moses warned against a “shifting sands”
approach to protecting speech and labelled provisions intending to
protect people in the position of rugby player Israel Folau a “mirage”
because they can be overridden by commercial considerations.

The religious discrimination bill protects expression of religious speech
in good faith by stating that such speech does not constitute
discrimination under commonwealth, state or territory antidiscrimination law.
The provision does not protect statements that are “malicious, would
harass, vilify or incite hatred or violence against a person or group or
which advocate for the commission of a serious criminal offence”.
Moses noted the bill “doesn’t carry the same type of protection as
section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act in relation to offensive
behaviour”. Section 18C prohibits speech that “offends, insults or
humiliates” a person based on their race.
“The exclusion provision – in terms of being able to say what you want
based on religious belief – is narrower in relation to what will fall foul of
the legislation and not be protected by the provisions of the Act,” he
said.
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“We are troubled by the shifting sands approach when it comes to
religion, as opposed to race, and I don’t think the government has
thought through consistency in this legislation because it’s a bad idea
when you’re adopting a shifting sands approach.”
Moses noted the effect was that section 18C protections do not apply to
religious beliefs unless they are likely to harass or vilify a person based
on race.
“The concept of offend and insult in section 18C is not to be found in this
legislation – so the test is much more difficult to establish in relation to
provisions of the religious freedom bill than what is currently contained
in the Racial Discrimination Act,” he said.
“This is an area where we have said you need to be very careful because
some comments that are made do have an impact on the most vulnerable
members of our community.”
In 2017 the Turnbull government attempted to replace the words “offend,
insult or humiliate” in section 18C with the term “harass” – which would
have eroded the current protections against hate speech substantially.
Labor, the Greens, the Nick Xenophon Team and the Tasmanian
independent Jacquie Lambie combined to defeat the reform in the
Senate.
LGBTI advocates who oppose the religious freedom bill – particularly
because it overrides similar “offend, insult and humiliate” provisions in
Tasmanian law – have warned it would license offensive views about
women, racial minorities and disabled people in the name of religion.
Moses noted the bill still allowed employers to adopt a conduct rule that
indirectly discriminates based on religion and prohibits religious
speech, if they would otherwise suffer “unjustifiable financial hardship”.
“That’s an interesting concept … there is a mirage of freedom of speech
but it’s confined by the employer’s bottom line,” he said. “I think that’s
silly, with all due respect.”
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Moses noted its interpretation would depend on “who complains the
most” and what evidence of hardship could be produced.
He said religious expression was not defined in the bill, accusing the
government of “legislation done on the run” to deal with the case of
Israel Folau, who was sacked by Rugby Australia for social media posts
stating that he believes homosexuals, among others, are going to hell.
Moses also noted that the bill could also expressly protect medical
practitioners who refused to perform abortions on the grounds of
conscience.

The Anglican tradition and the blessing of civil unions
- By Dorothy Lee
Rev. Canon Professor Dorothy Lee is the Canon Theologian of the
Anglican Diocese of Wangaratta. The following is an edited version of her
recent address to the Synod of the Diocese of Wangaratta on the blessing of
civil unions — including those of gay and lesbian couples.

Blessing is an important concept in the biblical world. To be blessed by
God means to receive God’s favour in protection of us and provision for
us. At the beginning of creation, living creatures are blessed by God,
including human beings, so that they may thrive and flourish (Genesis
1:22, 28). By implication, God’s favour lies on the whole creation which is
declared “good” and continues its life under that same divine blessing.
In addition, blessing is also associated with the covenant: to be blessed
by God means to be in a relationship with God of love and obedience.
For Abraham, the blessing resting on him is not just for himself. He is
also to be a source of blessing for other people and nations (Genesis
22:17-18).
The covenant made with the people of Israel on Mount Sinai brings with
it the promise of blessing in response to obedience to the Law of Moses.
The Law calls for justice and goodness in Israel’s relationships: with one
another, with foreigners in their midst, with their animals, and even with
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the land itself (Exodus 23:1-12).

The same notion of blessing is found in the New Testament — but with a
new dimension. Blessing is still about covenant, relationship and justice,
but now it is also eschatological, the promise of God’s kingdom finally
overturning the values of the world. This is exemplified in Jesus’s own life
as he identifies with the poor, the humble, the peacemakers and the persecuted who receive God’s favour — both now and in the age to come
(Matthew 5:3-10; Luke 6:20-23).
Across the Bible, the covenant people of God are summoned to bless
God in return. “Bless the Lord, my soul,” begins Psalm 103, and goes on
to enumerate the reasons for blessing God: forgiveness, healing, mercy,
justice and goodness. Paul speaks in similar terms of rejoicing in the
Lord and bringing our thanksgivings (blessings) and our supplications
before God (Philippians 4:4-8).
For us to bless God means that we acknowledge we are recipients of
God’s blessing. We praise God for the blessings God has showered upon
us, and especially for the joy of salvation.
This sense of joyful praise and blessing is captured in the canticles of
Luke’s birth story, especially in the Magnificat and Benedictus: “My soul
magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,” sings
Mary; “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel who has visited and redeemed his people,” proclaims Zechariah (Luke 1:46-55, 68-79).
The divine blessing is not just for the insiders. In the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus says that God’s rain and sun fall and shine on the righteous
and unrighteous alike. Jesus’s disciples are called to love all, even their
enemies (Matthew 5:43-48). Our blessing, like God’s, is to flow to all people and, indeed, to all living creatures.
Blessing in the Anglican tradition
The Anglican tradition, based on Scripture, takes blessing very seriously.
Liturgy and worship represent the core of our life together, grounded in
God’s blessing of us, and all for whom we pray, along with our responsive blessing (or praise) of God. The centre of blessing is the Eucharist,
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where the bread and wine are blessed to become for us the body and
blood of Christ. Here we share together in his crucified and risen life,
and taste something already of the life to come.
We also bless people — that is to say, we believe we are given authority
to convey God’s blessing to others. This is particularly so for the
blessing given by priests, but in fact all God’s people can bless. We
bless people in all the stages of their life: their children, their sick and
disabled, their dying. We bless animals as well as inanimate things, like
houses, buildings and sacred objects (crosses and Bibles and candles).
We bless food before meals. We even bless ships.
Blessing lies at the heart of our common life as Anglicans and we are to
extend it, as the gospel summons us, beyond ourselves to others.
Civil unions and blessing
In 2005, Rowan Williams, then Archbishop of Canterbury, conducted a
service of Prayer and Dedication following the civil union of Prince
Charles and Camilla Parker-Bowles. This was effectively a blessing on
their civil union. At that time, divorced people could not be remarried
in the Church of England. Divorced people in Australia have been able
to remarry in many dioceses of the Anglican Church since 1985. Those
compelled to marry in civil rather than church unions before that date
should indeed be able to request the church’s blessing on their marriages, as Archbishop Rowan realised.
There are other reasons, too, that couples marry in civil ceremonies,
who subsequently desire the church’s blessing on them and their
union.
What of gay and lesbian couples? Currently, they cannot marry in our
church. The bishops have confirmed that current church teaching says
that marriage can only be between male-female couples. Recently they
have arguably hardened their position against same-sex marriage by
stating that such marriages cannot be held on Anglican property and
that church “officials” may even be prohibited from attending a
same-sex marriage.
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Since Australia legislated for full
marriage equality in 2017, the
avenue of blessing same-sex unions
needs to be seriously considered.
Gay and lesbian married couples
are like divorced couples before
1985 in need of the church’s
blessing. We are speaking here of
faithful Christians who love Christ
and who love their church, and who
desire that the relationship that
means most to them, in human
terms, can receive God’s blessing.
It seems a small thing to ask. The
question we need to ask this: why
should we not grant it as part of our
spiritual and pastoral care of them,
so that they can be blessed and also
be a blessing to others? If we can
bless their children, their animals
and their homes, why can we not
bless them?
An answer of a sort has been given:
that same-sex unions are overtly
condemned by Scripture. There are
admittedly a handful of texts that, at
first glance, seem to rule out
same-sex partnerships. Three of
these passages occur in the New
Testament, within the Pauline body
of writings.

that what Paul is speaking of is
covenant partnerships between
same-sex couples. The issue is
complicated by some of our English
translations: the NIV, for example,
translates 1 Timothy 1:10 as “those
practicing homosexuality,” despite
serious reservations about its
meaning.

The recent book of the Doctrine
Commission, Marriage, Same-sex
Marriage and the Anglican Church
of Australia, presents argues for and
against same-sex covenant unions.
A number of these articles argue on
biblical and theological grounds
that there is no objection to samesex covenant partnerships (see
especially the articles by Matthew
Anstey, Bishop Stephen Pickard,
Muriel Porter, Gregory Seach, Meg
Warner and myself). The argument
of these essays is that Jesus himself
never said a word against homosexuality and that the Bible is
addressing very specific kinds of
wrong-doing: whether the sexual
abuse of minors, sexual violence or
(as in Romans 1:26-27) lustful, same
-sex acts engaged in by
heterosexuals.

One of the words used in the
Yet this reading of the three texts is
Pauline corpus (arsenokoitês) is
open to question. It is not at all clear
seriously disputed, so that we
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cannot even be certain of its meaning (1 Corinthians 6:9; 1 Timothy 1:10).
It means literally “male-bedding” and may well refer to pederasty: the
common practice of older men having sexual relationships with boys.
It is true that the Bible nowhere advocates same-sex unions; but it does
not advocate for the union of divorced persons either. There are
situations, in other words, that the Bible does not envisage in specific
terms. We are called, instead, to draw out biblical principles on which to
base pastoral practice in new contexts. Many Anglicans rightly take the
view that what is not actually forbidden in Scripture can be done with
good, theological and biblical reasons.
The ancient contexts of the biblical world always need to be taken into
account. There is an array of different marriage practices in the Old
Testament, including polygamy. Some New Testament texts appear to
condone slavery, but a deeper understanding of biblical principles leads
us in the opposite direction: to condemn the ownership of one human
being by another. The same can be said of those texts where wives are
told to obey their husbands; a deeper biblical insight teaches us,
however, that men and women are equal in Christ and therefore in marriage (Galatians 3:27-28).
In other words, the means of dismantling all structures of oppression and
exclusion lies within the pages of the Bible itself when it is understood
theologically — rather than by cherry picking occasional verses out of
context. As a previous Bishop of Gippsland said in his presidential
address to his Diocese in 2012, if gay and lesbian couples display the
fruits of the Spirit, then their lives and relationships should be considered
godly and in accord with the Spirit (see Matthew 7:16-20; Galatians 5:2223).
There is an irony in the debate around same-sex partnerships. Social
conservatives in the church admit that there is no sin in being
homosexual, only in homosexual practice. However, if being homosexual
is not sinful and no single New Testament text forbids loving unions, we
need to ask on what actual grounds we refuse to acknowledge and
celebrate gay and lesbian relationships.
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To bless, and be blessed
The desire of any Christian couple to receive the divine blessing on
their life together should be taken seriously in our pastoral ministry.
God’s favour and provision for them should be assured. It is not our
place to withhold blessing from those whom God has already blessed
with the gift of committed, faithful love.
In my opinion and that of many other biblical scholars, there are no
theological grounds for refusing to bless civil unions. On the contrary,
faithful and loving Christian couples, whatever their sexual orientation,
gender, race or class, should be able to ask for and receive the church’s
blessing. They belong within the covenant of God’s people and
therefore stand firmly under the protection and provision of God. They
too are called, not only to receive blessing, but also to be a blessing to
others.
The practice of blessing is integral to the Bible’s profound
understanding of the covenant. That rich, divine blessing is to be
received with our blessing — our praise and thanksgiving — and to be
shared with others. It meets us now in the life of the church, drawing into
the centre those pushed to the outside, those who feel like foreigners
among their own people.
Blessing is embodied above all in Jesus who, having fulfilled the
covenant on our behalf, departs this earth at the Ascension with his
hands raised in blessing (Luke 24:50-51). The same blessing will one
day be fulfilled in the triune God for the whole creation, and for that
blessed day we in the church live and work and pray.
Rev. Canon Professor Dorothy Lee is Canon Theologian in the Diocese of
Wangaratta, and Stewart Research Professor at Trinity College, the
University of Divinity.
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The story of Jesus has been told by men for men — but
it's not just about men - By Michael Collett
The story of Jesus as we have it in the gospels was written by men and,
as far as preparation for church leadership has traditionally been concerned, for men.
But according to Professor Joan Taylor from King's College London, dig a
little deeper and you find the reality of the life of Jesus was far less
male-dominated than we have often been told.
Take Mark, the earliest of the gospels. Throughout, women are rarely
mentioned (and they speak even less), and you get the impression that
Jesus chose to surround himself exclusively with other men.
But then you get to the end, at the crucifixion, and you find an
acknowledgement that "many" women had been a part of his ministry
all along, from Galilee to Jerusalem (the verses are Mark 15:40-41, if you
want to look them up).
For Professor Taylor, that's a clue — a huge clue.

"You have to go back to the beginning of the Gospel of Mark and
reimagine just about every scene with women in it," she said.
As an expert in early Christianity, and co-host with Professor Helen
Bond of the 2017 documentary Jesus' Female Disciples: The New
Evidence, she's been doing just that.
But it's not mere guess work. Professor Taylor says hints are right there
in the New Testament, and when combined with historical context —
including fresh archaeological finds — they paint a very different, but
more accurate, picture of women in Jesus' ministry and the life of the
early church.
The female disciple you've doubtless heard of is Mary Magdalene
In Luke, Mary is introduced as having been cured by Jesus of "seven
demons".
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Professor Taylor says it's hard to say much substantial about her, given
the limited (and inconsistent) evidence in the New Testament.
There's no hint in the gospels of the later tradition that she was a
prostitute. But what the evidence does point to is the idea that she
became very important to Jesus.
Jesus' Female Disciples - The New Evidence - Part 1
Crucially, we know she came to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus,
normally the job of a deceased person's close female relatives or wife.

"She felt a responsibility to Jesus that indicates something about their
relationship," Professor Taylor said.
Then there's her name, literally Mary the Magdalene, which Professor
Taylor says is a likely reference to the Aramaic term magdal (meaning
"tower"). That indicates Jesus gave her a nickname akin to when Simon
was renamed Peter, meaning "rock".
So all up, despite Mary's elusiveness, we get the sense that she was a
core female disciple.
So why isn't she more prominent in the gospels? Embarrassment,
basically.
"It's obvious that there's so much unease about Mary Magdalene, even in
the New Testament," Professor Taylor says.
An example of how this plays out can be seen in the post-resurrection
accounts.
In John, Mary alone is the first to witness Jesus at the tomb, which
Professor Taylor sees as the core story.
But in Matthew, she's with another woman ("it's not just quite enough to
see him on her own") and in Luke it's men alone who see Jesus after his
resurrection.
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Even more mysterious, but just as curious, is Joanna
Joanna is introduced in Luke as "the wife of Herod's steward Chuza", and
she too became a follower of Jesus after being cured of disease.
It's a tiny reference, but it represents a scandal. Herod Antipas, for
context, was the ruler of Galilee. So Joanna has just gone from being a
lady of court to suddenly being on the road with Jesus.
As Professor Taylor asks, "What just happened?"
The same passage in Luke says Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna and
other women helped support Jesus and his disciples "out of their own
resources".
That means not only were these women out on the road with non-relative
men ("extremely weird", Professor Taylor says, in the context of firstcentury Judaea), but they appear to have played a hands-on role in the
movement.
Professor Taylor has seen the impact of telling the story of Jesus through
a different lens
One 13-year-old girl who watched her documentary was inspired to become a church minister; another young woman, to become a scholar.
"If I can reach out to those young women who might not have got this
message from anywhere else, then it's really, really worthwhile doing,"
she said.
The shadowy outline of a man wearing a hat silhouetted against sunlit
stone columns and statues
Professor Taylor is visiting Australia to give a series of free public lectures on Jesus' female disciples at Murdoch University in Perth, starting
September 11.
But while her message might be controversial to some, it's not controversial to scholars.
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Following the rise of feminism and the work of biblical scholars
including Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza and Ally Kateusz, Professor
Taylor says there's now a more nuanced view of women in Jesus' mission.
She says many men in biblical studies are also working hard not to fall
into the traps of previous generations of scholars. But still the field is
largely male-dominated.
"We have to be aware of the unconscious gender bias that we all have,
we actually all have in our society. We can't be ignorant of it," she said.

Part of the problem is the fact that many people get into biblical
scholarship via training for the priesthood — and in the Catholic Church
and elsewhere, that's still a male-only domain.
I think it's very unfortunate that in Christianity, facets of the church which
were designed to not upset the social fabric of the Roman world have
been exported into the modern world," she said.



Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14;
either 1 Timothy 1.1-2, 12-19a or 1 Timothy 1;
Luke 15.1-10

Paul and Jesus are on message: in Paul’s words, ‘Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, not condemn
them. The readings warn us that the ‘foolishness’ of persisting in ‘doing evil’
and ignoring God’s way of love and doing good can only end in disaster, for
individuals and for the local and wider community and for the earth itself.


Pray that ‘you may fight the good fight, having faith and a good
conscience’.



Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of
Hong Kong, giving thanks for their work and witness

Text: The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane © Anglican Board of
Mission, 2019
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INDOORS…
Bread Roster 2019

Bus Trip

≈ 16th September - Antonia

The next bus trip will be on Friday
18th October. We will be going to
Blue Illusion Fundraiser
Goulburn and visiting the two
When: Saturday 21st September at
Cathedrals. The cost will be $60 and
1pm
include a paper bag lunch. Please
Where: Blue Illusion, Level 2, West- keep the date free and tell your
field Burwood
friends to come.
Any inquiries please see Pam.

For General Donations

Offertory -

please use this account
details:

Collection given at St Paul’s on
Sunday 8th September & other
donations:

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:

≈ Offertory: $1791
≈ Parish Pantry: $30
≈ ABM New Guinea Martyrs
Commemoration: $820
TOTAL:$2641
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Account Name: Parish Pantry
Account
BSB:
Account #:

032 062
812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the Community
Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
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Parish Fair
The next Parish Fair will be on Saturday 2nd November.
Please keep the date free so you can offer assistance on the day.

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019
1.15pm – 1.45pm
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October 1

“ Beacons of Light” - A program of Kurt Weill and
Stephen Sondheim:
Jo Burton – soprano,
Nicole Smeulders – contralto
Louise Welch - Piano

October 15

Conservatorium students

November 5

James McDonald – Guitar

November 19

Christopher Harris – Baritone

December 17

Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano
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30

31

32

33

OUTDOORS...
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Address _________________________________________________________________________

Surname ________________________ First Name(s) ___________________________________

Need a new name badge?

Have your details changed recently?

Are you a new parishioner?

Office use

Suburb __________________________________________________ Postcode_______________
Postal address (if different from above) _____________________________________________
Service(s) you normally attend __________

 PR
 NB

Phone (h) ______________________________ Phone (w) _______________________________

I’m already on the roll – my details have changed

I’m new to St Paul’s 

DOB ____________ Occupation _____________________________________________________

Phone (m) ___________________ E-mail _____________________________________________

 WL
 PV

 NSE
Please return
this form to the
Parish Office.

I’m already on the roll – I just need a new name badge
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of
Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional
Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests,
deacons and Religious of the Anglican
Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to Pray for the Anglican
Church of Tanzania, For the
Archbishop of Tanzania & Bishop of
Tanga, The Most Revd Dr Maimbo
Mndolwa and for all his clergy and
people.

Pray for Fr James and for Fr
Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we
support them as they work among us
in Christ’s name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)
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Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:
We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person
with us. May both our parishes be
blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in
love, may bring those who do not
know you to the knowledge and love
of you; for the honour of your name.
Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them
for such is the kingdom of heaven’.
Bless, Lord, your children who now
stand before you in prayer. Help them
to understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with
your Father and the Holy Spirit, now,
always and forever. Amen.

Geoff Riccord; Henry Roberts;
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me Geraldine Rees; Elsa & Peter Sorensen;
from despair to hope, from fear to trust; Margaret Wheatley; Bob Woods.
lead me from hate to love, from war to
In love and charity please
peace.
remember the recently departed
that God may grant them a place of
Let peace fill our hearts, our world,
refreshment, light and peace.
our universe.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death

Pray for all in need, we pray

Pray, too, for, John Michael Bounds,

Eric Donald Brandy, Alan Peter
Nipperess, Gordon Elliott Symonds,
Georges Mawad & Robert McClure
and for any others whose year’s mind
Pray for the sick and their carers: falls around this time.
Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret Baseley; Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
Jenny Bounds; John Burns, June
let light perpetual shine upon them!
Cameron; John Carey; George Cepak;
Hilary Davies; Florence; Anna
Laurence; Michelle; Mark Palmer;
Shirley Lowe; Alister & Sally Palmer;

especially for all those who have lost
hope due to hardships. May they feel
the presence of the Lord in their lives
to hope for a better future and life .

Services during this week at St Paul’s
A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on
Wednesday at 10.30am.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Monday 16th September - Ninian of Galloway, bishop and Missionary
(d. c. 432)



Tuesday 17th September - Hildegaard of Bingen, abbess and spiritual writer
(d.1179)



Wednesday 18th September - John Ramsden Wollaston, priest and missionary
of WA (d.1856)



Friday 19th September - John Coleridge Patteson, first bishop of Melanesia,
martyr (d.1871)



Saturday 20th September - Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist and Martyr
39

Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest
Honorary Priest

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins
rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM
Fr Jim Pettigrew

Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King
Director of Music
Organ Scholar
Rector’s Warden
People’s Wardens

Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM
Aleksander Mitsios
Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra
(9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday)
office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au

•
•

•
•

Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community.
With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is
personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life.
We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing.
Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a
funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.

9747 4000

24 HOURS 7 DAYS
www.unityfunerals.com.au

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE
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