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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue …     

 Welcome to our Pet Friends                 p.3                    

 The Artisans’ Market was a great success     p.10 

 St Paul’s Social Outreach Programs       p.17 

 When did you last go to Church? The            p.20                          

spiritual battle it seems like we are losing  

            And Much More… 

    Sunday 29th September 2019                                     

The Feast of S. Michael and all the Angels 

    Pet Blessing Sunday  

         Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am –  Procession and Solemn Eucharist   

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Monday 30th September 

at 7.00pm – Meditation 

 Tuesday 1st October in 

the large hall - Burwood        

Community Hub from 10am 

to 12pm 

 Tuesday 1st October at 

1.15pm - “Beacons of 

Light” - A program of Kurt 

Weill and Stephen              

Sondheim:                                      

Jo Burton, Nicole 

Smeulders & Louis Welch 

 Tuesday 1st October at 

5.30pm-7pm - Burwood 

Community Choir in the 

small hall                   

 Tuesday 1st October                   

at 7.30pm in the Rectory - 

Study Group  

 Sunday 13th October at 

11.45am in the Rectory - 

Spring Luncheon  

 Tuesday 15th October at 

1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital 

- Conservatorium Students 

 Friday 18th October -   

Parish Bus Trip ‘ Going to 

Goulburn’ 

 Sunday 20th October at 

2pm- Talk by Phillip          

Ruddock  in the large hall 

                                                        

WHAT’S ON AT ST PAULS  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got ques-

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Welcome to our Pet Friends 

We welcome our pet friends as well today.  We give 

thanks to God for the way that our pet friends care 

for us however we are feeling and we pray that we 

might care for them throughout their lives so that 

they feel safe and loved. 

Litany for the Blessing of Pets: 

Spirit of Life, for all the beautiful, loving, loved animals we see before us, 

we ask, 

May they be blessed, as they have blessed us. 

For all the animals who bring loveliness and happiness into our lives, 

though they are not here today–for their long lives and good health, we 

ask, 

May they be blessed, as they have blessed us. 

We lift up the names of animals we have loved and lost: of their                     

memories, we ask, 

May they be blessed, as they have blessed us. 

For all the animals who live in fields and on farms, in the seas and in the 

desert, who depend on human kindness for their well-being and on our 

foresight for their habitats and homes–for all the species we have yet to 

discover, in the amazing diversity of life with which they grace our world, 

May they be blessed, as they have blessed us. 

For animals whose burdens are heavy and whose lives are made                           

miserable by human negligence and cruelty, we ask, 

For forgiveness and that all animals may be blessed, and that we 

might treat all animals with care and kindness. 

For animals large and small, beautiful to our eyes and unbeautiful,                

cuddly and creepy, we ask, 
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News from around St Paul’s 

 

May they be blessed, as they have blessed us. 

And we ask this blessing for ourselves: 

Make us, ourselves, to be true friends to animals, and so to share the 

blessings of the merciful. 

Amen. 

 

 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in Christ. 

We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member makes 

to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize the                    

sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, gender                      

identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin, economic reality, family  

status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. We believe that 

through Christ we are being included and welcomed by God and one       

another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim this welcome to all 

God’s people, especially to those who have known the pain of exclusion 

and discrimination within the church, affirming that no one is excluded  

or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with us as we discover 

the call of God on our lives through the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the 

welcome and inclusion of all persons as  children of God and declares        

itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings       Year C   Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist       for next Sunday 

Daniel 7.9-10,13-14        The First Reading       Lamentations  1.1-6         

Ps 138                                  The Psalm              Ps 137                                       

Revelation 12.7-12a             The Epistle             2 Timothy 1.1-14                                                  

John 1.45-51                        The Gospel            Luke 17.(1-4) 5-10 
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29 September- The Feast of St. Michael,             
St Raphael, St. Gabriel, St. Uriel Archangels) 

 The 29 September celebrates the chief Archangels –                   

Michael, Raphael, Gabriel and Uriel  (strictly speaking not 

“saints”). The  Anglican church celebrates all                         

angels, both name and unnamed on one day. Roman and 

Orthodox Churches separate them into two                           

categories (with the unnamed angels having their feast day 

on October 2nd). 

From fairly early on, Michaelmas was an important holiday, the religious or 

Christian equivalent of the autumn equinox. In England, it was considered the 

start of a new quarter. It marked the start of a new business year, a time for 

electing officials, making contracts, paying rent, hiring servants, holding court 

and starting school.  

This is also a time when the weather is known to change. In Italy, they say "For 

St. Michael, heat goes into the heavens." In Ireland, people expect a marked 

decrease in sickness or disease. The Irish also consider this a lucky day for 

fishing: 

Michaelmas, Christian feast of St. Michael the Archangel, celebrated in the 

Western churches on September 29. Given St. Michael’s traditional                

position as leader of the heavenly armies, veneration of all angels was                 

eventually incorporated into his feast day. In the Roman Catholic Church, 

Michaelmas is now more commonly celebrated as the Feast of Saints Michael, 

Gabriel, and Raphael, the archangels; in the Anglican Church, its proper 

name is the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels. The Eastern (Orthodox) 

Church does not observe Michaelmas and celebrates the archangels on              

November 8. 

The veneration of St. Michael—typically regarded as the greatest of the              

archangels and a mighty defender of the church against Satan—began in the 

Eastern Church in the 4th century and had spread to Western                             

Christianity by the 5th century. The feast date of May 8 commemorates the 

dedication of a sanctuary to St. Michael at Monte Gargano in Italy in the 6th 

century. Michaelmas was originally celebrated as a Holy Day of Obligation, 

but that requirement was gradually abolished. 

During the Middle Ages, Michaelmas was a great religious feast and many 

popular traditions grew up around the day, which coincided with the harvest 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi2q9LG2-rkAhWFjeYKHZAyB0kQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixels.com%2Ffeatured%2Fst-michael-archangel-jcmik-joan-cole.html&psig=AOvVaw2kamnBjfB4I1vjJw8Kg9s8&ust=15694576207887
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in much of western Europe. In Eng-

land it was the custom to eat goose on 

Michaelmas, which was supposed to 

protect against financial need for the 

next year. In Ireland, finding a ring 

hidden in a Michaelmas pie meant 

that one would soon be married. 

In the Old Covenant Michael is known 

as “the great prince” and the 

“protector of the children on Israel”. 

(Daniel 12.1). For many Christians the 

ministry of angels can be a real bless-

ing and in the Eucharist today we hon-

our them with gratitude and 

acknowledge God’s grace is bestowed 

upon us in many and varied ways.  Sit 

laus et gloria in omnes Angeli ejus. 

A prayer for the Archangels. 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 

in battle; be our safeguard against 

the wickedness and snares of the 

devil. May God rebuke him, we hum-

bly pray. And do you, O prince of the 

heavenly host, by the power of God, 

cast into Hell Satan and all the evil 

spirits who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.   Amen. 

Fr. Michael  

Fr Michael will have the award of 

Fellow of the Royal School of 

Church Music (FRSCM) conferred 

upon him at Salisbury Cathedral   

on Saturday the 5th of October at 

5.30 p.m. (UK time). 

Every blessings for safe travel.  

Trading Table 

Come and check out the wonderful 

new socks which will be available 

on the trading table after the 

9.30am service. They are unisexual 

in sizes X and XL and are $5 a pair. 

Handrails 

The handrails leading into the  Rec-

tory have now been installed                        

despite having had to be delayed 

due to the recent rain! They look                

fantastic and are functional. I hope 

these will allow everyone to now                

enter the Rectory safely. 

Thanks to the kindness of some   

Parishioners who assisted with                        

donations for this project. They 

blend in very well and look                   

beautiful. Thank you. 
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Parish Fair Saturday 2nd 
November 2019 

This date isn’t very far away so we 

need to start getting prepared. How 

can you help? We will be                       

having the Tombola Stall again this 

year as it is always very popular. 

We are going to have a section for 

adult prizes and children’s prizes.  

We are looking for donations of 

things suitable for each section up 

to the value of $5. Bottles of                          

anything is always best. 

Tombola Stall or ‘Lucky Jar’  

In some languages, the word              

Tombola roughly translates to 

‘raffle’.  However, it’s not your                  

typical raffle where there are only 

one or two winners. Some would 

even say its better because, as  

every ticket wins a prize. 

The idea is very simple: prizes are 

donated. Raffle tickets are split, 

with one half being stuck to a prize 

and the other half going into a    

barrel. Punters purchase their            

tickets, tickets are then drawn from 

the barrel and if they match a prize, 

that’s what they win. 

Here are just a few ideas for                          

donations: 

 

• bottles of wine 

• boxes of chocolates 

• stationery 

• baked goods / homemade 

 jams 

• craft packs 

• soft toys 

• games 

• gardening items 

• jewellery (the cheap stuff AND 

the expensive stuff if we can 

get it)  

• cosmetics 

• hair clips and ribbons 

• tools 

• books 

• lego 

• bags lollies or chocolates 

• photo frames 

• pet items 

• canned or bottled items of any 

 sort 

• bottles of shampoo or other 

 bathroom products 

• bottles of sauce of any kind 
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The draw of the Tombola stand is that your winner receives their prize 

immediately. No pre-purchasing of tickets, no  waiting around for                 

raffles to be drawn. They just pay up and ‘bam’, there’s their prize. 

Please leave any donations in the basket which will be at the back                 

of  the church or give to Pam. 

Spring Raffle 

We are having a Spring Raffle (replacing the Father's Day Raffle).                    

The prizes include a wonderful food hamper donated by our                

organist Aleks's Mum and a Tiffany Lamp among other things.                                         

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 and are available now. 

We are hoping to draw the Spring raffle in the next couple of weeks. 

Please get your tickets to be in the running to win the wonderful            

prizes.  

Seasonal Lunch 

The Spring luncheon will be held on Sunday 13th October 2019                    

at 11.45am after the 9.30am service in the Rectory. This will be                           

lasagna/salad/slice. Please keep the date free and let me know what 

you are able to bring on the day.                - Pam Brock 

Bus Trip 

It is not too late to book for the bus trip to Goulburn on Friday 18th                

October 2019. Please fill in the form and pay $60 including lunch to  

secure your place. 

Birthday Greetings 

Our warmest best wishes to all who celebrate a Birthday in September 

including Elizabeth Griffiths, Emma Carnuccio, Clyde Livingstone,  

Alan Melrose, Alston Livingstone, Margaret Whitaker, Ross Phillips,  

Atela Livingstone and Margery Foss (a BIG one!!). Many happy returns 

of the day to them and all who had a September nativity (which                      

included Our Lady). May God richly bless you and bring you much 

happiness in the coming years – happy days to you all.  Life isn’t about 

finding yourself. It is about creating yourself. – George Bernard Shaw. 
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National Police Remembrance Day  

It was a great pleasure to share our worship of God with Jodi, Karen,                     

Maryanne, Paul, and Daniel as we commemorated National Police                                           

Remembrance Day last Sunday 22nd of September.  

Thank you, Jodi, for being with us on what was going to be a very busy 

day for her. It was great to see her and she is  always welcome at St. Paul’s. 

Thank you, Karen and Maryanne, for coming to St. Paul’s on Sunday. I am 

most grateful to both of them for being with us last week as we                                          

commemorated such an important occasion. 

Thank you, Paul, for having a team of Officers come with the State and                

Police flags and the Female and Male Police Officer’s Caps. The Officers                              

represented the Police Area Command admirably.  

Thank you, Daniel, for his excellent sermon. I have received many                          

comments from Parishioners who found Daniel’s sermon to be both                        

comforting and filled with hope. I sincerely hope that he will be able to 

join us again at St. Paul's for National Police Remembrance Day next year 

on or around Sunday the 27th of September. 

Thank you, to each of you, as you help to make our world a better place. 

With my love and thanks.          - Fr. James 
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The Artisans’ Market was a 
great success! 

Thank you most sincerely for the 

care and hard work that everyone 

gave to make last Sunday such a 

wonderful success. 

Many people contributed to make 

the day go so well and every                             

contribution from each person is 

greatly appreciated. Thank you.                          

- Fr James  

Artisans' Market 

The morning dawned with some 

steady rain making it look like a                       

miserable day was ahead of us for 

the Artisans’ Market last Sunday 

22nd September at the Woodstock 

Community Centre. The market 

hours were from 10am – 3pm but 

the organisers Jane & Bob Woods 

had to be there to unload at 6.30am 

making it a very long day. 

St Paul’s were running the Gourmet 

Devonshire Teas. The tables, chairs,  

all the bone china cups/saucers/

plates along with all the teapots/

milk jugs/sugar bowls, tablecloths 

and the three tiered serving plates 

had to be unpacked ready for the 

day. All the other stall holders were 

also  setting up and were ready for 

their morning ‘cuppa’ and some                           

breakfast soon after. (We can only 

sell tea as there can only be one                      

coffee seller). Our stall has                     

developed a reputation amongst the 

stall holders so we sent out our 

scouts to collect the early orders.  

Jane & Bob cooked up a storm                

preparing scones, cakes,                      

sandwiches.  Antonia Deasey’s 

shortbread is always a hit and was 

sold in packets as well as part of the 

sweet selection. Sausage rolls home 

made by Peter Stone, the very                     

popular gluten free Brownies by 

Margaret Baseley, scones by Julie 

Ryan which all boosted the High Tea 

selection. Joy  Brandy cooked her 

wonderful mini cakes which were 

sold on the trading table and always 

walk out the door as soon as they hit 

the stall. There were choices of teas 

to accompany the gourmet food. 

The trading table had a great                            

selection of jams, marmalades,                 

butters and cakes and was very  

successful. 

The takings were very pleasing. The 

Gourmet Devonshire teas made a 

wonderful profit of $1,170.65 and 

the trading table $435. These                     

takings will help boost the church 

Warden’s Account. The sun shone, 

lots of people came and browsed 
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the stalls and visited us for replenishment and for our gastronomic                          

delights. 

Thanks to the hard work of many, it was a successful day.   

- Pam Brock 

 

 

 Yvonne Clarke  

PHOTOS FROM THE ARTISANS’ MARKET  

Sunday 22nd September  

Pam Brock  

Jane Carrick                                 

& Matthew Woods 
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Your help is needed!  

We need volunteers for the Artisans’ Market on Sunday 1st of                          

December.  

We also need volunteers for an Up Market market at Woodstock on the 

10th of November.  

Please let Jane Carrick or the office know if you are able to help in any 

of those dates. Thank you.   

We also need more volunteers to help at the Parish Pantry on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings.  

If you can help, please speak to Rosemary.  

 

PHOTOS FROM BLUE ILLUSION FUNDRAISER                           
ON SATURDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER  
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The New Service Booklets 

Could you kindly return the Service 

Booklets to the welcomers after each 

Service. Thank you. 

Christian Meditation Group 
Monday Night at 7.00pm                        
in the Chapel of our Lady 

It will resume tomorrow, Monday, 

23rd September.   

Tuesday Night Study 

The Tuesday night study is proving 

to be very popular with over a              

dozen people coming along most 

evenings. 

On Tuesday,17th September at 7.30 

p.m. we will continue with our new 

study of Knowing Christ by Alister 

McGrath.  All are welcome. 

Appeal for butter knives 

Do you have any butter knives that 

you no longer want. If so,  Jane            

Carrick is looking for some to use 

with afternoon teas and the Artisans’ Market. 

Facebook! 

You can join us on our Facebook page:                                                                                                    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/ 

Forthcoming events and other interesting news will be posted there! 

Thank you Margaret Whittaker for your care in administrating our                             

Facebook page.  

The Flowers at the High Altar today 

are given  to the glory of God and                     

in ever loving memory of 

 GEORGE JAMES GREGORY
   (obit. 28.9.2000) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fondly remembered by his dearest 

wife, Shirley.   

Sadly missed always - 

         may he rest in everlasting peace 

in God's eternal kingdom. 

  

 Rest eternal grant unto George,                   

O Lord and let light perpetual shine 

upon him. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the               

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                   

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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PARISH PANTRY LIST 
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ST PAUL’S SOCIAL                 
OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

PARISH PANTRY donations of 

food are always welcomed                

because the need is so great.     

(see list p. 16)  

LIFE JACKET  

As we only have one more Life 

Jacket Night this year, we will                        

not be accepting any more                   

donations. Thank you to everyone who has contributed so generously.  

OP SHOP  

We will be opening an Op Shop in a few months time and will be                    

looking for high end new, or near new clothing. This Op Shop will be for 

clothing only. We will not be selling Bric a Brac.  

We are not ready to accept any clothing yet.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE OP SHOP WATCH THIS SPACE 

BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR  

The Burwood Community Choir @ St Pauls will start this coming                           

Tuesday evening 17th of September at 5.30pm until 7pm.  

It will be in the small hall.  

A light supper will be served.  

 

LIFE JACKET                                                                                                          

Evenings 

2nd October 

HUB                                                                                                                         

10.00-12.00 noon 

1st October 

PANTRY 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9.30-11.30 am 

Torches and Fans are available for 
sale! 

The wonderful torches and a few fans are                 

available again from the trading table. They are $3 each or two for $5.                        

This could include a fan and a torch or two torches or two fans. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiR_8CPktbXAhVByLwKHZ1QAzcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FBlack-Wooden-Fabric-Hand-Fan%2Fdp%2FB004RB76V4&psig=AOvVaw3wQW87Dg6wt-A1t1TvM2v8&ust=1511
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READ, LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST... 

The two Francises model climate justice                                     
- By Andrew Hamilton  

The Catholic Week for the Environment draws together movements that are 

not always seen as natural mates: the environmental movement and the 

Catholic Church. This week both are preaching the same message. 

They share, too, the same challenge: to persuade people to take their 

message sufficiently seriously that they will demand and secure change. 

Both have a strong message about the crisis facing the world through 

global warming. The message, however, is not accepted urgently and 

broadly enough to lead to decisive action. 

Churches have from their beginning struggled to communicate their 

message about salvation effectively to hearers weary of it. Their                      

experience may also be pertinent to the challenges of addressing the 

environmental crisis. The approach of Pope Francis is of particular                 

interest. He has insisted that the urgent need to care for the natural 

world of which we are part is not a disputed question but a Christian  

duty. He has appealed to the legacy of St Francis of Assisi, whose name 

he took when he became Pope. That link with a saint of the 13th century 

is worth pondering. 

Francis of Assisi is popularly known best for his love of nature. It is                 

embodied in early stories of his preaching to birds and winning over 

wild animals, and in the Canticle to the Sun in which delight in the  

beauty of the natural world is linked to his Christian faith. 

His ecstatic wonder at the created world, however, was part of a broader 

and sharper-edged spiritual vision, expressed in his call to follow Jesus 

in a life of radical poverty. It led him to gather followers who shared his 

vision. They lived and travelled without possessions among ordinary 

people and so by their lifestyle commended the faith by which they 

lived. They spread their message primarily by a dedicated and radical 

communal life and only then through words. 
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Many Church authorities of the time saw Francis as no more than a                  

romantic and potentially anarchic force. But Innocent III, the hard nut 

Pope of the time, saw in his movement possibilities of reaching the often                

disaffected rural poor whom the ordinary structures of the church failed 

to touch. The Gospel came alive when it was the Gospel for the poor and 

embodied in a way of living and acting. 

Pope Francis has certainly embodied respect for the environment and  

respect for people who endure great poverty. He lives simply and               

reaches out to people who are poor and disadvantaged, including                 

people who seek protection, are imprisoned, suffer from mental and 

physical illness, and are in great poverty. He insists that these are the 

first people to be affected by climate change. His advocacy is centrally 

though symbolic gestures that draw their power from his authenticity. 

"The danger both in the Catholic Church and in environmental                             

movements is that they will ask only 'how' questions, without asking                

the deeper questions about what matters and who matters." 

This Franciscan style is certainly pertinent to the challenges facing the 

Catholic Church today and perhaps also to environmental movements. 

One of the questions for discussion in the Plenary Council asks how God 

is calling Catholics to be a Christ-centred Church in Australia that is             

missionary and evangelising. Or, in simpler terms, how to share the faith 

they own. 

The danger both in the Catholic Church and in environmental                           

movements is that, in considering the communication of their message, 

they will ask only 'how' questions, without asking the deeper questions 

about what matters and who matters. They will then focus on the training 

of communicators, technologies of communication, distribution of                       

resources and assessment of institutional priorities. 

The people with whom they try to communicate will then be seen, not as 

faces of people with their own distinctive lives, gifts and longings, but as 

faceless audiences, categories and objects. 
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The alternative way, that of the two Francises, is to focus on the people 

who matter and to go out to them empty-handed as fellow human                 

beings who matter and to trust that the unspoken power of one's                 

message will communicate itself through the joy it gives us. In the              

Catholic Church that means reaching out to accompany people who are                      

disrespected, disadvantaged and despised — people who seek                    

protection, suffer from mental illness, are imprisoned and are                        

unemployed, for example. These are the people to whom Jesus came 

and must be the Church's people too if preaching and teaching are to 

have any credibility. 

This may have some pertinence for the environmental movement, too. 

When asking how to persuade people of the message they might first 

return to ask what matters and who matters. The answer is surely that 

the future of the world matters, and that all human beings matter,                      

particularly the poorest who are the most at risk. The task will be to go 

out to accompany them so that their voice is heard. 

When did you last go to Church? The spiritual battle                 
it seems like we are losing - By Antony Barraclough  

Every Sunday morning in the hours before church services start all 

over our city there is a real and deep spiritual war taking place. It is not 

overt. It is not remarkable. In those hours, committed Christians are             

deciding whether or not to attend church. Many will be at church rain, 

hail or shine but, for an increasing number of us, there will be a pause 

to think, to question if we’ll go to the beach, to kids’ sport, to the car 

club outing, to the family party or to church.  

The list goes on. I think Satan is at play here. 

Good things are interfering with our commitment to the public worship 

of the Lord. 

Nominal Christians have left the church in droves over the past                             

decades. At the same time many ministers will tell you that committed 

Christians are attending less frequently. Anecdotally, the committed 

Christian used to go to church twice a Sunday, whereas now it seems 
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the same group averages about twice a month.  

Is this a new malaise in Christian discipleship? Or is it that the world is 

so much busier than before, and we need to go with the flow a bit? Or is 

it something else? 

Let’s look at what the attendance figures show, explore what might be      

behind them and then conclude with some pointers to begin to address 

the situation. 

How often are we attending church? 

Before you read any further, take a moment to reflect how often you’ve 

been to your church in the past month – not at all, once, twice, or three or 

four times? Now think a bit further back into the past three months. How 

many weeks have you missed (out of 12) and why? 

In my doctoral studies on the issue I surveyed a number of Sydney                      

Anglican parishes. I asked a good number of committed Christians (not 

new converts, who consider parish X to be their church and serve and/

or support the ministry in a range of ways) to report how often they were 

at church in both a one-month and three-month period. They self-

reported the following: 

Church attendance by committed Christians:  

When I asked the rectors how often the same people attended church, 

the average attendance rate fell to 67 per cent of all possible                             

opportunities. Not an insignificant difference.  

In every case, the rector reported that the people in the survey were at 

church less often than their self-reported figures. In other words, we 

Church attendance by                                

committed Christians  

In the past month In the past three 

month  

Self reported rates                             

(each Sunday counts as one                    

opportunity) 

81 percent of                  

possible opportunities  

87 percent of                  

possible opportunities  
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always have a positive bias or inflated opinion about our attendance 

rates.  

I suspect this is due to the commitment in our hearts that we have made 

to our local church. We’re in, we’re committed, we give, we go to Bible 

study and a failure to attend church once in a while is not because we 

don’t want to be there, but that something else got in the way of                     

attending. At one level this is good. However, the reality is that we are not 

attending church as much as we think. 

There is a correlation between lower church attendance and lower                    

spiritual growth.  

It stands to reason. If you are not consistently placing yourself under the 

sound of the gospel or in the  fellowship of believers, you’ll notice a                   

spiritual impact. Notice, too, how those who experience much spiritual 

growth attend more often than the average. It’s interesting that the only 

passage in the New Testament to directly address the question of church 

attendance is  immediately followed by one of the strongest warnings of 

the whole book:  

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching. If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have                   

received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only 

a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume 

the enemies of God. Hebrews 10:24-26 

The point is that church attendance is one of those necessary spiritual 

disciplines – not for salvation, but because of salvation, so we may                

continue well in the faith. Therefore, Hebrews exhorts us to not give up 

meeting together. This is much more than friendly advice. 

We need to be at church – we really do. Not to merit grace, but as a 

means by which we continue well in the faith. So, here is a tip for                    

ministers and concerned laity. The pastoral approach to those under 
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pressure to not be a church is not a Sabbath commandment or rule            

(not legalism), but an exhortation with appropriate warnings of what 

will happen should the habit continue.  

We need to recover this in our congregations today. We need to teach 

one another of the cost of discipleship. We need to do better at living 

lives in contradistinction  to the non-Christian world around us. We need 

to have devotion to Christ as the motor driving our lives, rather than the 

individualism that drives the lives of our age.  

We need to learn to say “No” to the world more and more. We need to 

understand the cost of discipleship again. I rarely hear Christians                                 

today echo the sentiments of  Ps 27:4: 

One thing I ask from the LORD, 

this only do I seek: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

all the days of my life,  

to gaze on the beauty of the LORD 

and to seek him in his temple. 

QUOTE OF THE  WEEK... 

“Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you 

can. In all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all the people 

you can. As long as ever you can.” 

 

- John Wesley (1703 - 1791)                                                                                        

English cleric, theologian and evangelist  
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Martin Buber’s “greater realism”: Palestine and the                
politics of dialogue - by Paul Mendes-Flohr 

Upon learning that the Arabs rejected the Balfour Declaration of 1917 

and were bent on opposing the establishment of a Jewish national home 

in Palestine, the novelist Max Brod — celebrated by posterity as the ex-

ecutor of Kafka’s literary estate — is said to have jumped with joy. 

“Now,” he exclaimed, “we Jews will have the opportunity to teach the 

world how to solve disputes between nations peacefully.” 

Although Brod was a disciple of Martin Buber, his mentor did not share 

his political naïveté. Indeed, Buber realized that the looming conflict 

with the Arabs would be protracted and bitter, fuelled by seemingly                 

irreconcilable claims. This perception led many of Buber’s fellow                     

Zionists to draw the conclusion that they were faced with a “tragic”              

conflict that allowed for only one solution: either us or them. 

As a consequence of such an analysis, the Zionist leadership assumed 

the strategy of Realpolitik, driven by the pursuit of national self-interest 

— often, to put it crudely, by hook or by crook. The fact that the                       

opposing side pursued the same path, of course, only served to                

reinforce the putative wisdom of this political strategy. 

To Buber’s mind, this was a profoundly mistaken road to take.                          

Accordingly, he referred to it as a “myopic realism,” and called for a 

“greater realism” grounded in the politics of dialogue. In contrast to the 

votaries of Realpolitik, who sought the favour of Great Britain as the 

mandatory power of Palestine, Buber advocated establishing a dialogue 

with the Palestinian Arabs. He was painfully aware that there were few 

Arabs prepared for dialogue. But he contended that partners in                     

dialogue are cultivated. 

As in interpersonal relationships that have an affective and positive 

quality, one must court the other and signal that one is interested in                       

establishing a bond of mutual regard. With respect to the Arab-Zionist 

conflict, the first challenge was to overcome the adversarial barrier — 

in which, to employ the language of Buber’s 1923 classic, I and Thou,  
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each side relates to the other as an “It” — and establish a relationship                

of mutual trust. Attaining this goal, of course, is easier said than done. 

Moreover, as with interpersonal relationships, it is often difficult to                    

sustain. 

The road to dialogue is perhaps more difficult and uncertain than that 

forged by Realpolitik. Yet, Buber held, it was the only road that would  

ensure the realisation of both the political and spiritual objectives of              

Zionism. For a political strategy guided by the “either us or them”                   

calculus would not only perpetuate the conflict, but also vitiate the                

vision of Zionism as the movement for the spiritual and cultural renewal 

of the Jewish people. 

The politics of dialogue as it appertains to the conflict with the Arabs 

was thus emphatically a Zionist ethic. It was rooted in a fear that                      

Realpolitik would lead the movement, with which Buber was associated 

from its very founding, down the road to a political nationalism that by 

its very nature would transmogrify Judaism, draining it of its foundation-

al, spiritual and ethical values. It was also premised on an appreciation 

of the fact that Eretz Yisrael was a land of two peoples, the Jews and the 

Palestinian Arabs — and, like it or not, they would have to learn to live 

with one another. 

In the years prior to the establishment of the State of Israel, Buber                

endorsed the idea of a binational state, in which Jews and Arabs would 

share sovereignty or co-dominion on the land they both regarded as 

their national patrimony. For Buber, binationalism was but a heuristic               

vision to illuminate a possible political configuration that would allow 

Jews and Arabs to dwell in the same land in mutual trust and dignity; it 

was not a dogmatic or doctrinal position. What was decisive was the 

“direction” or the horizon of one’s political perspective. And that                    

direction was set by the realisation that the land Jews cherish as Eretz 

Yisrael and that the Arabs with equal affection call “Palestine” is                     

irrefragably a land of two peoples. 
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With indefatigable resolve, Buber gave voice to this message. Upon       

settling in Jerusalem in 1938, where he assumed a professorship at the 

Hebrew University, a steady stream of opinion pieces, essays and 

speeches on the Arab question and related political issues flowed from 

his felicitous pen; he also helped to found a political party, the Ichud 

(Unity), to promote the vision of dialogical politics, and engaged in  

heated debates with the Zionist leadership. His voice was respected but, 

nonetheless, not heeded. Both prior to the birth of the State of Israel and 

afterward, he thus found himself, in his own words, in the “loyal                   

opposition.” 

He was not isolated, for he had an attentive constituency, as was                    

witnessed by the torchlight procession of hundreds of students of the 

Hebrew University, Arabs and Jews, who on the occasion of his 83rd 

birthday in 1963, marched through the streets of Jerusalem to Buber’s 

home and there sang to him, in Arabic and Hebrew, “Happy Birthday.” 

Today, I venture to say, there would be thousands and not hundreds to 

celebrate Israel’s prophet of dialogue. Alas, they would still constitute a 

minority — but an encouraging sign that a “greater realism” may yet                 

inspire Israeli politics. 

 

Paul Mendes-Flohr is Dorothy Grant Maclear Professor Emeritus of 

Modern Jewish History and Thought at the University of Chicago Divinity 

School, and Professor Emeritus of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

He is the author of Martin Buber: A Life of Faith and Dissent. He edited 

and wrote a commentary to A Land of Two Peoples: Martin Buber on Jews 

and Arabs, and is the co-editor of the 22-volume critical edition of the 

works of Martin Buber (in German) as well as co-author (with Jehuda 

Reinharz) of The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History. 
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Used Stamps 

If you have any used stamps then please bring them  

to Church with you and leave them in the box at the 

back of the Church as these earn money for the work 

of the  Anglican Board of Mission – Australia.                                                                 

Please leave a 1cm- 2cm border around stamps so they are not                   

damaged.   

 Jeremiah 32.1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91.1-6, 14-16; 

 either 1 Timothy 6.6-19 or 1 Timothy 4.12 – 

 5.8;  Luke 16.19-31 

‘The Church is always talking about money!’ So is 

the Bible! Jeremiah does a real estate deal, 

confident in the long term future of the market 

even though it’ll hit rock bottom in the meantime 

with Jerusalem under siege. His motive is not ‘love of money’ but a 

prophetic action conveying God’s message that, though the people will 

be taken into exile, their descendants will eventually return after many 

years. Paul counsels against focussing one’s life on making money, and 

Jesus warns those who do have assets against ignoring the needs of the 

disadvantaged. Last Sunday’s message about ‘true riches’ is reinforced. 

 Give thanks to God who ‘richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment’, and pray that you may ‘be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share’ so that you ‘may take hold of the life 

that really is life’. 

 Give thanks for all who donate to ABM to help us spread the Gospel 

of love, hope and justice. 

Text: The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane © Anglican Board of 

Mission, 2019 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING AT ST PAUL’S  
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD 

LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019 

1.15pm – 1.45pm 

Parish Fair 

The next Parish Fair will be on Saturday 2nd November.                                

Please keep the date free so you can offer assistance on the day. 

October 1 “ Beacons of Light” - A program of Kurt Weill and 

Stephen Sondheim: 

Jo Burton – soprano,  

Nicole Smeulders – contralto 

Louis Welch - Piano 

October 15 Conservatorium students 
  

November 5 James McDonald – Guitar 
  

November 19 Christopher Harris – Baritone 
  

December 17 Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano 
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St Paul's Anglican Church  

205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood 

LUNCHTIME RECITALS  

 

Tuesday 1st October, 2019 

   
1.15pm - 1.45pm  

 
“Beacons of Light” 

 
Songs by Kurt Weill                                               

and Stephen Sondheim  
 
 

Jo Burton – Mezzo-Soprano 
 Nicole Smulders - Contralto                    

Louise Welch - Pianist  
 
 

Donations are always welcome 

     Thank you                                                

 

 Light refreshments will follow in the rectory 
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Bread Roster For  

September - December 2019  

 30th September - Margaret 

 7th October - Gabriel 

 14th October - Antonia 

 21st October - Kerin 

 28th October - Margaret 

 4th November - Gabriel 

 11th November - Antonia 

 

 

 18th November - Kerin 

 25th November - Margaret 

 2nd December - Antonia 

 9th December - Gabriel 

 16th December - Kerin 

 23rd December - Margaret 

 

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s on 

Sunday 22nd September & other  

donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2,258.00                                                           

≈ Parish Pantry: $10                                           

≈ Artisans’ Market: $1,170.65                         

≈  Trading Table: $435                                                                        

≈ Community Choir Donation: $20          

TOTAL: $3,893.65 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

         Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry              

          Account 

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the Community 

Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=8lJKbKUlD7sToM&tbnid=2z6Eza71jHx8eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fimgarcade.com%2F1%2Fpassing-the-offering-plate%2F&ei=FDlsU5CeCoSJkwX4h4DwBQ&bvm=bv.66330100,d.dGI&
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OUTDOORS... 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of 

Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional 

Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests, 

deacons and Religious of the Anglican 

Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

we are asked to Pray Pray for the 

Episcopal Church, for The Most Revd 

Michael Curry - Presiding Bishop of 

TEC and for all his clergy and people. 

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person 

with us. May both our parishes be 

blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love  

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help them 

to understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with 

your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

always and forever. Amen.  

 

Pray throughout  

the week 



39 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to 

trust; lead me from hate to love, from 

war to peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,   

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, We pray for all 

those people who have been 

displaced due to war, persecution & 

conflict. We ask our Lord to bring 

peace and harmony to the world so 

that these people may return safely to 

their homes.  

Pray for the sick and their 

carers: Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret 

Baseley; Jenny Bounds; John Burns, 

June Cameron; John Carey; George 

Cepak; Hilary Davies; Florence; Anna 

Laurence; Shirley Lowe; Fr Keith Marr; 

Lola Marr; Penny Marr; Michelle; Mark 

Palmer; ; Alister & Sally Palmer; Geoff 

Riccord; Henry Roberts; Geraldine 

Rees; Elsa & Peter Sorensen; Sylvia 

Thompson; Margaret Wheatley; Bob 

Woods. 

 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed 

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.    

Pray, too, for, John Henry Corkill, 

George James Gregory, Helen Bell, 

Ronald Berghofer, Keith Thomas 

Daniel, William Henry Denney, Brian 

Paget Furley, Mona Joyce Hardgrove 

and for any others whose year’s mind 

falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual 

shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on 

Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 30th September - Jerome, priest and biblical scholar (d.420) 

 Friday 4th October - Francis of Assisi, friar and preacher (d.1226) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM 

                        Organ Scholar  Aleksander Mitsios 

 Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    

funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.  

 

9747 4000 24 HOURS  7 DAYS 
  www.unityfunerals.com.au 

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

