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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue …     

 Welcome we are glad you have found us!     p.3 

 RIP Fr Keith Marr           p.4 

 My Most Unexpected Gift  Reflections           p.7                   

on my sojourn in hospital 

 Coach Trip            p.10

   And Much More… 

    Sunday  27th October 2019                                     

  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost  

         Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am –  Choral Eucharist 

 12.00pm - Fr James 60th Birthday Celebration  

   in the large hall  

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Monday 28th October 

at 7.00pm – Meditation  

 Tuesday 29th October 

at 5.30pm-7pm -                  

Burwood Community 

Choir in the small hall                   

 NO study Group on 

Tuesdays for the                            

remainder of the year 

 Saturday 2nd                             

November - Parish Fair 

in the church hall and 

grounds   

 Tuesday 5th November 

at 1.15pm - Lunchtime             

Recital - James McDonald 

-  Guitar 

 Friday 8th November at 

7pm - Thanksgiving           

Dinner  

 Tuesday 19th                              

November  at 1.15pm - 

Lunchtime Recital - 

Christopher Harris –  

Baritone 

 Friday 22nd November 

- Extra Recital -                     

Gilbert Phoebe - Viola;                             

Paul Cheung - Piano 

 

                                                        

WHAT’S ON AT ST PAULS  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got ques-

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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News from around St Paul’s 

 

 

Welcome! We are glad that 
you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s                     

redeeming love for all, we are one 

in Christ. We respect the inherent 

and valuable contributions each 

member makes to the Body of 

Christ. We celebrate our diversity 

and recognize the sacred worth and 

dignity of all persons of any age, 

gender, gender identity, gender  

expression, race, ethnic origin,    

economic reality, family  status,  

sexual orientation, diverse ability, 

or social status. We believe that 

through Christ we are being                          

included and welcomed by God 

and one  another. As we journey          

towards inclusion, we proclaim this 

welcome to all God’s people,                  

especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and                              

discrimination within the church,  

affirming that no one is excluded  

or condemned. We invite all           

persons to journey with us as we 

discover the call of God on our lives  

 

through the ministries of St. Paul’s 

Anglican Church, Burwood. To that 

end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church 

commits to the welcome and                  

inclusion of all  persons as  children 

of God and declares itself to be a 

welcoming community of faith.  

Christian Meditation Group  

Meditation is on Monday Nights at 

7.00pm in the Chapel of our Lady. 

Everyone is welcome to attend.  

NO Tuesday Night Study  

Due to Fr James being unwell,   

Tuesday Night Studies are                  

cancelled until the new year.   

Congratulations to the newly 
weds!  

Yesterday, Fr James officiated at the 

wedding of Katreen Elcham and                                

Ali Mitwari. 

We pray God’s blessing upon the 

couple as they begin their life 

together. 

Bible Readings       Year C   Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist       for next Sunday 

Joel 2.23-32               The First Reading      Habakkuk 1.1-4,2.1-4                                                           

Ps 65 The Psalm            Ps 119.137-144                                

2 Timothy 4.6-8,16-18       The Epistle           2 Thessalonians 1.1-4,11-12                  

Luke 18.15-30                   The Gospel           Luke 19.1-10 
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RIP FR KEITH MARR 

It is my sad duty to advise you that Fr. Keith Marr died last Monday 21st 

of October.  

We give thanks to Almighty God for Fr. Keith's life and we pray for all 

those who mourn his death, especially for Lola and Penny. 

In the midst of our sadness, we have the sure and certain hope that as 

Jesus died and rose again so too shall we because of Jesus' triumph 

over death and, because of this, we know that there is nothing that can 

separate us from the love of God, not even death itself. 

Rest eternal grant unto Fr. Keith O Lord,                                                                    

and let light perpetual shine upon him. Amen. 

Fr. Keith's funeral was held at St Paul's last Thursday 24th of October. 

 

Go forth upon your journey from this world, O Christian soul;                                  

in the name of God the Father who created you.                                                        

Amen. 

In the name of Jesus Christ who suffered for you.                                                  

Amen. 

In the name of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you.                                                  

Amen. 

In communion with all the blessèd saints;                                                                 

with the angels and archangels and all the heavenly host.                                    

Amen. 

May your portion this day be in peace                                                                    

and your dwelling in the city of God.                                                                   

Amen. 
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THANK YOU  

My Dear Friends, 

It was a delight to see you all last 

Sunday. My pneumonia has one 

side effect not in the text books and 

that is the deprivation syndrome 

caused as a result of missing you all 

(particularly at our worship of God 

last week which I was just too ill to 

attend). 

Thank you, everyone, for making 

last Sunday’s conversation between 

Philip and Andrew such a success. 

Given that Philip gives very little 

away, especially for one so                     

committed to human rights, you did 

a marvellous job, Andrew, in                  

keeping the conversation flowing 

along. Thank you for this, Andrew. 

I hope that last week’s  conversation 

might be the first for our yet to be 

named Centre for Religion and             

Society/Culture (anyone like to                  

suggest a good name?). 

Andrew did a wonderful job                     

introducing the event. Thank you 

very much for doing this for us,              

Andrew, with your usual grace and 

thoughtfulness. 

 

 

Afternoon tea was a gastronomic 

delight thanks to Jane, Bob, Jennie,                    

Annette, Antonia, and the ‘team’ of 

helpers like Tania and Andrew. 

Thank you, everyone. 

Rosemary did huge amounts                   

behind the scenes to set up for                

today and to ensure that Jeff/Geoff 

the sound engineer (whose name 

I’m not too sure how to spell) was 

able to do his job. Thank you for 

this, Rosemary. 

I am still deeply opposed to the 

proposed legislation as there is no 

need for a Religious Discrimination 

Bill and the only purpose that it will 

serve, which Amy highlighted, is 

that it will give bigots the right to 

discriminate and to breach existing 

human rights laws on the spurious 

basis of religious belief. 

Thank you, once again, everyone for 

making last Sunday go so well. 

With my love and thanks. 

Peace, 

James. 
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THANK YOUS 

Once again Jane Seulis from Santa Sabina and Santa Maria Del Monte has 

gifted the Parish Pantry with boxes of food. Thank you Jane. We very 

much appreciate your help and the fact that you think of this outreach 

program. 

 

Photo from last Sunday talk -  Philip Ruddock (right) 

in conversation with Andrew West (left) 

Torches and Fans are available for 
sale! 

The wonderful torches and a few fans are 

available again from the trading table.  

They are $3 each or two for $5. 

 This could include a fan and a torch or two torches or two fans. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiR_8CPktbXAhVByLwKHZ1QAzcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FBlack-Wooden-Fabric-Hand-Fan%2Fdp%2FB004RB76V4&psig=AOvVaw3wQW87Dg6wt-A1t1TvM2v8&ust=1511
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My Most Unexpected Gift - Reflections on my sojourn in 
hospital 

This quintessence of dust (Hamlet: Act 2 Scene 2) is running very rough! 

So it felt as I lay there in the Emergency Department at Concord Hospital 

hour after hour and day after day.  

Something was quite obviously terribly wrong and I sensed and felt my 

human vulnerability (physical and emotional) and mortality keenly – 

weeping often and uncontrollably because of  being so ill. 

All those being wheeled about on beds from one ward to another, from 

one test to another, in every hospital around the world know this                   

vulnerability and that one’s life is in the hands of others. 

We can only commend ourselves and one another into God’s tender   

mercy in such circumstances: 

Watch, O Lord,                                                                                                                               

with those who wake,                                                                                                            

or watch or weep tonight,                                                                                                

and give your angels charge                                                                                                  

over those who sleep. 

Tend your sick ones,                                                                                                                

O Lord Jesus Christ;                                                                                                             

rest your weary ones;                                                                                                    

bless your dying ones;                                                                                                      

soothe your suffering ones;                                                                                                

pity your afflicted ones;                                                                                            

shield your joyous ones;                                                                                                    

and all for your love's sake. 

Amen. 

The extended period of time that I spent in the Emergency Department is 

a blur.  I understand that patients are usually moved within four hours of 

being admitted to the Emergency Department but such was the nature of 

my illness that time and time again the remarkable and indefatigable 
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doctor caring for me, a man-mountain of grace, skill, and compassion   

(Dr. Kava), fought to ensure that I wasn’t discharged and sent home. 

Scans showed that I had severe pneumonia and further scans showed 

that my condition was  deteriorating quickly. Dr. Kava and nurse Gabby, 

along with nurse Dzdka, protected me and cared for me whilst I was in 

the Rapid Assessment and Short Stay area and fought against all                      

bureaucratic attempts to have me sent home despite my being so                         

obviously unwell. 

After a couple of what seemed like interminable days, I was then                    

transferred to Ward 6 East which deals with respiratory medicine and I 

was beautifully cared for by a team of doctors and nurses there led by 

Professor Alvin Ing. 

We are truly blessed in Australia with a wonderful health care system 

with such dedicated, caring, and capable staff. Despite many facilities 

being tired and in need of renewal, the standard of health care provided 

by our hospitals is second to none. 

I had the privilege of engaging in dozens of conversations with doctors, 

nurses, physiotherapists, and allied health care workers, people from 

every imaginable demographic, throughout the course of my sojourn in 

Concord Hospital and without exception all chose to be a health care                          

professional because of their desire to make the world a better place. 

This idealism and sense of vocation is a wonderful antidote to the                       

cynicism one encounters so often elsewhere. 

These conversations ranged widely over the breadth and span of the                 

human condition (“life, the universe, and everything”) and each                       

conversation was a gift. 

Most of those with whom I spoke are people of faith, or are sympathetic 

to those of faith, but, without exception, each person was well and truly 

over the institutional Church, even those raised in the community of faith 

and who continue to hold a nostalgia for good people of faith. 
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The main issues turning people off the institutional Church are its                       

intolerance of others and lack of love and respect for all. 

We at St. Paul’s have an important mission to our world to share the love 

of God which embraces all people and the whole of creation and to               

create a community of faith where all are welcome and all are respected 

(even despite our differences). 

My experience of St. Paul’s is one of being embraced in love, especially 

over this past while, and of being held in tender and heart-felt prayer. 

Ever-loving Rosemary, Jane, Bob, Fr. Michael, Caroline, and Sheryl have 

been as guardian angels to me. 

So many people have telephoned, emailed, sent texts and cards, and 

held me in their prayers. 

Thank you for your love and care for me. 

I am truly loved and greatly blessed. Thanks be to God. 

I dedicate this little poem composed in a haze of fever to you all: 

You appear before me                                                                                                     

 as a vision of angels, 

Bringing me succour                                                                                                        

 in my hour of need. 

 

 

STAIRCASE TO SPINNERS & WEAVERS 

The entrance to the room above the Small Hall has been painted a 

bright, fresh white with non slip grey paint on the stair treads. This is all 

thanks to Rhonda and Tony Tanti who undertook this difficult and time 

consuming project and completed it in love for St Paul's. Rhonda and To-

ny are long standing member of our Life Jacket team. We are very grate-

ful to Rhonda and Tony for their gift to us. 
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Coach Trip 

Goulburn was the destination of the coach trip for the Parish on Friday 

18th October. This was the nineteenth trip I’ve organized and the sun has 

shone for them all! 

The final numbers for the trip were 27 after some late withdrawals due to 

illness. We had an early start and made Goulburn in two hours. Our first 

stop was St Saviour’s Anglican Cathedral where we had morning tea in 

their 1874 Parish Hall before a tour of the cathedral. This is a magnificent 

Blacket designed building and out guide gave a wonderful run down on 

the history. We returned to the hall for our paper bag lunch. 

Saints Peter and Paul Old Cathedral was in walking distance and many 

took the opportunity to go to it on foot. We had a guided tour of this  

catholic cathedral by a very knowledgeable and entertaining lady. It has 

had a lot of money spent already on restoration through grants but they 

have a lot more to do. They have had a long standing damp problem due 

to the water running down the hill and under the cathedral. The clay soil 

had to be dug out by hand to give space between the wooden floor and 

the ground to improve the ventilation and stop the buildup of water. 

Everyone was quite impressed with both buildings and it was lovely to 

hear there is a very good relationship between both cathedrals. 

We had made good time during the day and thought a trip on the way 

home up to the Rocky Hill War Memorial which overlooks the city of 

Goulburn would add interest. Our driver took us up what appeared a 

typical Australian dirt rocky road, the view on either side of the hill was 

magnificent but it wasn’t the correct road. There was no war memorial 

only communication towers. We found ourselves on top of the hill but no 

road down the other side. This meant we had to do a 5 point turn on the 

top of the hill. What an adventure! We arrived safely back down the dirt 

road and onto the main road home.  

There was a lot of chatter all the way home. Another successful trip, we 

even managed a profit of $602.50. Watch this space for the first of the 

coach trips in March 2020.   
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Bus Trip Photos  

Soldiers Chapel St Saviour’s 

 Ladies Chapel St Saviour's 

Talk in foyer of St Saviour's 



12 

HAVING LUNCH AT ST SAVIOUR’S CATHEDRAL PARISH HALL  
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New Sets Of Offertory                   
Envelopes are now available  

New Sets of Offertory are now 

available for collection from the 

back of the Church – north porch 

door. 

Please feel free to collect a set as 

you leave today if you wish to use  

Parish Envelopes as a way to give 

systematically and regularly to the 

work of your Parish Church.  The 

number of sets is limited. 

The new Envelopes come in to use 

on Sunday 3 November – All Saints 

Festival. 

Your help is needed!  

We need volunteers for the                            

Artisans’ Market on Sunday 1st              

of December.  

Please let Jane Carrick or the office 

know if you are able to help.  

Thank you.   

We also need more volunteers to 

help at the Parish Pantry on                  

Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  

If you can help, please speak to 

Rosemary.  

 

 

 

Appeal for butter knives 

Do you have any butter knives that 

you no longer want. If so,  Jane            

Carrick is looking for some to use 

with afternoon teas at the Artisans’ 

Market. 

The New Service Booklets 

Could you kindly return the Service 

Booklets to the welcomers after 

each Service. Thank you. 

We pray for HSC and IB  
Students 

We pray for students and teachers 

returning to school this week. We            

especially pray for those preparing 

for the Higher School Certificate or 

the International Baccalaureate          

examinations. Guide their studies 

and enable them to demonstrate 

their understanding confidently. We 

pray  also for their families as they 

support their children to keep 

these exams in perspective. Lord, 

help us to seek you above all else 

that is  important in our lives. 

Trading Table 

Come and check out the wonderful 

new socks which will be available 

on the trading table after the 

9.30am service. They are unisex in 

sizes X and XL and are $5 a pair. 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the               

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                   

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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Parish Fair Saturday 2nd November 2019 

This date isn’t very far away so we need to start getting prepared. How 

can you help? We will be having the Tombola Stall again this year as it is 

always very popular. We are going to have a section for adult prizes and 

children’s prizes.  

We are looking for donations of things suitable for each section up to the 

value of $5. Bottles of anything is always best. 

Tombola Stall or ‘Lucky Jar’  

In some languages, the word Tombola roughly translates to ‘raffle’.              

However, it’s not your typical raffle where there are only one or two                  

winners. Some would even say its better because, as  every ticket wins a 

prize. 

The idea is very simple: prizes are donated. Raffle tickets are split, with 

one half being stuck to a prize and the other half going into a barrel. 

Punters purchase their tickets, tickets are then drawn from the barrel and 

if they match a prize, that’s what they win. 

Here are just a few ideas for donations: 

bottles of wine 

• boxes of chocolates 

• stationery 

• baked goods / homemade  jams 

• craft packs 

• soft toys 

• games 

• gardening items 

• jewellery (the cheap stuff AND the expensive stuff if we can get it)  

• cosmetics 
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• hair clips and ribbons 

• tools 

• books 

• lego 

• bags lollies or chocolates 

• photo frames 

• pet items 

• canned or bottled items of any 

 sort 

• bottles of shampoo or other 

 bathroom products 

• bottles of sauce of any kind 

The draw of the Tombola stand is 

that your winner receives their 

prize immediately. No pre-

purchasing of tickets, no waiting 

around for raffles to be drawn. They 

just pay up and ‘bam’, there’s their 

prize. 

Please leave any donations in the 

basket which will be at the back                 

of  the church or give to Pam. 

Help needed for the Parish 
Fair 

We shall be starting to prepare for 

the book stall and the Bric a Brac 

Stall. We shall meet in the hall on 

Monday 14th & 21st October and                   

Friday 1st of November from 

9.30am. Please come and join us to 

help. 

We shall be needing lots of cakes/

biscuits for sale on the day. Please 

start thinking about what you can 

make. 

Help on the day is essential for the 

day to work smoothly. Please put 

your name on the list for when you 

can help. 

We shall be having the following 

stalls 

 Books 

 Bric a Brac 

 Tombola 

 Gifts 

 Cakes 

 Plants 

 Devonshire teas 

 Pre loved clothes/jewellery 

 BBQ 

All enquiries to Pam 0402547892/

pambrock@hotmail.com 
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PARISH PANTRY LIST 
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ST PAUL’S SOCIAL                 
OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

PARISH PANTRY donations of 

food are always welcomed                

because the need is so great. (see list p. 8)  

OP SHOP  OPENING 

The Op Shop will be opening on Friday 22nd of November. It will be for 

high end new, or near new clothing. This Op Shop will be for clothing 

only, mainly women’s but we have a small number of men’s and                                

children’s clothing items. 

If you have any questions, please speak to Barbara Stone or Jane                   

Carrick. 

 

PANTRY 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9.30-11.30 am 

 Joel 2.23-32; Psalm 65;  

 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18; Luke 18.15-30 

Jesus tells Peter, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who 

has left house or wife or brothers or parents or 

children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who 

will not get back very much more in this age, and in 

the age to come eternal life’. Help us to realise, as the ‘Prayer of St 

Francis’ has it, it is in giving that we receive. 

 Lord, help us to understand that it is in giving that we receive, it is in 

pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to 

eternal life. Amen. – from the ‘Prayer of St Francis’. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in 

Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. 

Text: Robert McLean, Partnerships Missioner © Anglican Board of 

Mission, 2019 



19 



20 

Commencement service for Roger Kay at St Anne's 
Strathfield on Wednesday 30 Oct at 7pm 

Dear Brothers,  

It has been announced today that Roger Kay will be the next Rector of   

St Anne's Strathfield 

I am writing to invite you to Roger’s commencement service. 

I am writing in particular the rectors in the vicinity of Strathfield. I hope 

that you may be able to come, notwithstanding the very short notice. 

The service will be on Wednesday 30 Oct at 7pm at St Anne’s (corner of 

Homebush Rd & Beresford Rd, Strathfield). 

The parish has been vacant for over two years. Roger returned from 

CMS missionary service in Ethiopia earlier this year, and has just finish 

his final deputation commitments. Starting asap gives him an                                      

opportunity to hit the ground running for Christmas and planning for 

ministry for next year. 

Please let me know if you are able to come by replying to this email. 

Kind regards,                                                                                                                  

Michael                                                                                                                                   

The Right Reverend Dr Michael Stead                                                                                    

Bishop of South Sydney                                                                                                  

Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney  

Facebook! 

You can join us on our Facebook page:                                                                                                    

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/7441384898/ 

Forthcoming events and other interesting news will be posted there! 

Thank you Margaret Whittaker for your care in administrating our                             

Facebook page.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/
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November 5 James McDonald – Guitar 
  

November 19 Christopher Harris – Baritone 

  

Friday November 22 

Extra Recital  

Phoebe Gilbert - Viola 

Paul Cheung - Piano 

December 17 Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano 
  

WHAT IS HAPPENING AT ST PAUL’S  

PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD 

LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2019 

1.15pm – 1.45pm 
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 REQUIESCAT IN PACE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVE OF ALL SOULS’ DAY  

THIS Friday 1st November  

All are invited to the 

THE SUNG REQUIEM EUCHARIST 

        FOR ALL THE DEPARTED 

7.00 pm in the Parish Church 

 

All names in the Parish Chantry Book will be remembered                                   

by name at the Altar. Come and remember loved ones,                                         

family and friends. 

        (Names may be added - please phone the Office with details) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbolism
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CHORAL EVENSONG 

St Paul’s Burwood 

Sunday 10th November 2019 

3.00pm 

Sung by the Mater Chorale 

Recently returned from the UK, 

being choir-in-residence at Lichfield and Winchester Cathedrals 

ALL WELCOME 

Refreshments after the service 

OUTDOORS... 
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Bread Roster For  

September - December 2019  

 28th October - Margaret 

 4th November - Gabriel 

 11th November - Antonia 

 18th November - Kerin 

 25th November - Margaret 

 

 

 

 

 2nd December - Antonia 

 9th December - Gabriel 

 16th December - Kerin 

 23rd December - Margaret 

 

 

 

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s on 

Sunday 20th October & other                     

donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2495                                  

≈ Parish Pantry: $10                                  

≈ Community Choir Donation: $55                

≈ Blue Illusion Fundraiser: $691                                              

≈ Phillip Ruddock Talk: $258.40                  

≈ New Life Centre Nepal: $50                                    

TOTAL: $3,559.40 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

         Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry              

          Account 

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the Community 

Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=8lJKbKUlD7sToM&tbnid=2z6Eza71jHx8eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fimgarcade.com%2F1%2Fpassing-the-offering-plate%2F&ei=FDlsU5CeCoSJkwX4h4DwBQ&bvm=bv.66330100,d.dGI&
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READ, LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST... 

Neither church nor state can agree on Scott Morrison's 
draft religious laws– By David Crowe  

Below this week’s headlines about Anglican Archbishop of Sydney 

Glenn Davies was an admission that could easily weaken his insistent 

calls for stronger new laws to protect religious freedom. 

And the timing could be crucial to the unending debate within Prime 

Minister Scott Morrison’s governing Coalition over whether people of 

faith need to be shielded from discrimination – and the size of that 

shield. 

Davies issued a rallying cry for Christian conservatives with his                   

message to Sydney Anglicans on Monday that he feared for the stability 

of the church on issues such as same-sex marriage that “fracture” their 

fellowship. 

“My own view is that if people wish to change the doctrine of our 

church, they should start a new church or join a church more aligned to 

their views – but do not ruin the Anglican Church by abandoning the 

plain teaching of scripture. Please leave us,” he said. 

This was so brutally frank it made headlines. But it was preceded by a 

remark that sounded like a discussion of volatile factional politics rather 

than settled Christian doctrine. 

Davies called for the church’s general synod to agree at its next                             

meeting, due next year, to “make a clear statement about the teaching of 

the Bible on the sanctity of sex within the marriage bond of a man and a 

woman” – in other words, to enforce his view. 

But his view is not the only view within his own church. It did not take 

long for his fellow Christians to argue a very different doctrine. 

“Most of the church has seen positive change in attitudes to mental                           

illness, slavery, gender inequality, contraception, domestic violence,                    

suicide, although there are retro pockets that are welded on a faded 
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world view,” argued Father Peter MacLeod-Miller, the Rector of Albury at 

St Matthew’s Anglican Church. 

MacLeod-Miller said the alternative direction to the Sydney Anglicans 

was to admit the church teachings were wrong. “A change of heart is at 

the centre of the Christian tradition and the parting shot from the                            

Archbishop of Sydney is the clearest indication yet that change is on the 

way,” he wrote. 

To an outsider, there might seem no difference here between party and 

church politics. Just as the Liberals divide constantly between social 

conservatives and moderates over same-sex marriage, now Anglicans 

engage in public dispute between their traditional and progressive 

wings. 

The doctrine, in other words, is far from settled. 

This matters because Morrison’s plan to protect religion ultimately turns 

on the nature of that doctrine. And it will not be Davies who rules on the 

definition. It will be a judge. 

At the heart of the Morrison bill, which is currently a draft that is yet to 

be put to Parliament, is the goal of protecting someone from claims of 

discrimination when making a statement of belief. The protection only 

works when the words fit the rules. 

A statement of belief has to be of a religious belief held by the particular 

individual who utters it, has to be said in good faith and has to be a view 

that “may reasonably be regarded as being in accordance with the               

doctrines, tenets, beliefs or teachings” of the religion. (It can also be a 

statement of atheism.) 

For Catholics, of course, the question of doctrine may be no question at 

all when the Pope decides. “Roma locuta est, causa finita est,” goes the 

old saying. “Rome has spoken, the case is closed.” 

But do church leaders really want a court to rule on their “tenets” and 

“doctrines” after centuries when the task was left to bishops or popes? 
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It may be too late for them to rethink. One view within the government is 

that churches should be careful what they wish for. 

The religious discrimination bill only exists because of  pressure from 

conservative Christians who opposed the marriage equality laws that 

passed the Parliament almost two years ago. Malcolm Turnbull, facing yet 

another revolt as prime minister, agreed to a religious freedom inquiry. 

Morrison leaned forward on the issue as soon as he became leader. 

“At the end of the day, if you’re not free to believe in your own faith, well, 

you’re not free,” Morrison told The Sydney Morning Herald and The Age 

in his first interview as Prime Minister. This is personal for Morrison. A 

retreat is unthinkable. 

A consensus, however, is unattainable. The response to the draft bill has 

been criticism from all sides. Nobody is happy. Churches want the pro-

tections to go much further, while LGBTI groups believe the laws will un-

leash more discrimination unless they are stopped or curtailed. 

Meanwhile, the crucial swing vote in the Senate, Tasmanian independent 

Jacqui Lambie, sees no need for the laws at all. That means the govern-

ment may only be able to pass the changes if it convinces Labor they are 

worthwhile – a big mountain to climb. 

With every side of the argument wanting changes to the draft bill, the 

government has to start making trade-offs. Attorney-General Christian 

Porter will open another round of consultations with churches and                

community groups in the weeks ahead. No side can get all it wants. 

One demand from the Sydney Anglicans and other churches is for                 

greater protection for organisations linked to a religion – whether that is 

a youth camp, a school, a hospital or an aged-care facility. 

Should the executive of an aged-care facility founded by a church have 

the same protections as a priest, for instance, when making a “statement 

of belief” about same-sex marriage that offends a worker at that facility? 

The draft bill protects educational institutions and registered charities 

but not bodies that engage “solely or primarily” in commercial activity. 
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This will be a stumbling block within the Liberals. While some seek to 

protect all church organisations, others believe this right cannot extend 

to a hospital or healthcare facility. In one view, the right should belong to 

an individual – a bishop, for instance – not an institution. A change to this 

exemption seems likely. 

Another check on religious discrimination is on the nature and effect of 

the speech rather than the question of belief. The protection for people 

of faith evaporates if their statements are malicious or promote serious 

offences – a potential check on terror in the name of religion. 

The protection also fails if the speech is likely to “harass, vilify or incite 

hatred or violence” against another person. Those who oppose the bill 

want to narrow these exemptions so the protection is more likely to fail, 

while the Sydney Anglicans believe “vilify” is too vague. 

The onus on business is another sticking point after the furore over Israel 

Folau, his right to speak about his personal views on same-sex marriage 

and his termination by Rugby Australia. The bill says a business with                      

revenue greater than $50 million cannot impose an employment                               

requirement that limits someone’s freedom to express religious views, 

unless the rule is needed to prevent “unjustifiable financial hardship” to 

the business. 

What is unjustifiable? The Australian Industry Group and others reject 

this drafting as unworkable. Churches insist it is needed to shield the 

Folaus of the future. As the government has shown on company tax cuts 

and energy industry divestiture powers, complaints from business are not 

always heard in Canberra these days. 

Morrison appears comfortable with the way the debate is running                    

between the conservatives and moderates within the Coalition. There has 

been nothing like the public war over marriage equality from two years 

ago. Even so, the Coalition splits easily over social questions today, as the 

Liberals proved again on abortion in NSW only weeks ago. 
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This will be a test for the Liberals and Nationals on whether they can          

ever compromise on an intractable social question. 

But it is a test for Labor as well. Caucus members are still debating how 

their message on religion influenced their loss at the May election. After 

victories on same-sex marriage, Bill Shorten led Labor to the election 

with an attack on Morrison over the Folau affair. Shorten challenged 

Morrison over whether he believed gay people would go to hell. 

Some in the Labor caucus, such as Chris Bowen and Michelle Rowland in 

western Sydney, now admit they did not get this message right. It is 

worth noting that Labor’s election review, and any findings on religion, 

will be released before the caucus has to decide whether to support the 

religious discrimination bill. 

An outcome looks impossible when all sides disagree, yet Morrison and 

Porter seem oddly confident they can succeed. If they can pass this bill, 

it may be a sign they can put at least some of the Coalition’s internal              

enmities behind them. 

 

Why it's important to keep diversity in mind when reading 
the Bible - By Dr Gareth Wearne 

 

We tend to assume the Bible has some place — for better or worse — in 

debates about morality and social values. 

But why do we care about the opinions of writers who lived 2,000 years 

ago or more? 

From its stances on slavery to sexual ethics and gender equality, the                

Bible contains much that could be considered problematic. 

Yet as recent debates about freedom of religion or same-sex marriage 

show, the Bible is not going away any time soon. 

At its heart, this is a question about what sort of society we want to be. 
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A 2018 survey of young Australians aged 13 to 18 found that while 91 

per cent thought having people of different faiths made Australia a bet-

ter place to live, 44 per cent thought religion caused more problems in              

society than it solved. 

Fifty per cent thought people with very strong religious beliefs were            

often too intolerant of others. 

In this climate, simplistic approaches that reduce Christian views to a  

single "biblical" position risk splitting Australia into two camps: those 

who accept the Bible's authority, and those who see it as a problem for  

diversity and tolerance. 

This division stems in part from a fundamental misunderstanding of the 

Bible's nature, which views the text simply as a static object, waiting to 

be interpreted or applied in a range of situations. 

It ignores the fact that the Bible is made of different parts, which came  

together over hundreds of years to meet the changing needs of multiple 

communities. 

A diverse text for a diverse community 

Few people realise that the Old Testament in most modern Christian           

Bibles is primarily based on a single, 1,000-year-old medieval Hebrew 

manuscript. 

This manuscript is generally regarded to be a reliable witness to an-

cient forms of the text. 

But it represents only one of the versions that existed in antiquity. 

Two of these versions are especially important for shaping the Bible as 

we know it. 

The version we know from modern Bibles is the so-called Masoretic text 

- named after the medieval Hebrew scribes who copied the                                          

manuscripts. 
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The other version is an ancient Greek translation known as the                                

Septuagint, which was produced by Greek-speaking Jewish communities 

living in Egypt around 2,200 years ago. 

But understanding the diversity of the Bible is not as simple as asking 

which version to use, because the diversity of the Bible is also reflected 

within the text. 

When it comes to the New Testament gospels, it can be tempting to                  

assume we are reading the actual words of Jesus. 

However, a simple comparison of parallel passages reveals that can't be 

the case. 

We can see this in one of the most well-known stories in the New                        

Testament - the parable of the sower. 

One story, multiple versions 

In Mark 4:1-20 we find a story told by Jesus about a farmer scattering 

seed on different kinds of soil. 

The story is a parable, or extended metaphor, about ways of responding 

to Jesus's teachings. 

Versions of the parable also appear in the books of Luke and Matthew, 

and similar stories are found in some early Jewish writings. 

The story is unusual because it's one of only two times Jesus explains a 

parable to his followers. 

It also occupies pride of place at the beginning of a major block of   

teachings in all three gospels, suggesting it held special significance for 

the writers. 

In Mark, when Jesus is asked what the story means, he quotes the                               

Masoretic version of the prophet Isaiah, saying he teaches in parables so 

only a select few will understand his meaning. 

In Isaiah, these words are intentionally divisive, forcing people to choose 

for themselves how they will respond to the prophet's message. 
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Matthew's Septuagint version of the story contains a crucial difference -  

Jesus says he uses parables to help his hearers understand and accept 

his message. 

In other words, the parable in Mark serves the opposite purpose to that 

in Matthew. 

Many readers notice this tension but don't know what to make of it. 

Though the versions differ, both forms of Isaiah exist side-by-side in the 

New Testament and, while they are used in different ways, both are                           

recognised by the gospel writers as having equal authority. 

The Bible and the future of diversity 

The complexity reflected in the pages of the Bible means, when it comes 

to religious viewpoints, we must resist oversimplifications. 

Far from being a timeless and unyielding text, the Bible we know today 

reflects the diverse and changing needs of the communities that shaped 

and interacted with it over time. 

This can serve as a model for modern readers. 

Before we attempt to relate any biblical passage to modern contexts, we 

must first try to identify the distinctive voices it contains and the                  

purposes it was intended to serve. 

We must also attempt to evaluate the complex factors that have                        

influenced our perception of the text, while acknowledging that others 

may perceive it differently. 

After all, no interpretation exists in a vacuum. 

 

Dr Gareth Wearne is a lecturer in biblical studies at the Australian                   

Catholic University and an ABC Top 5 humanities scholar for 2019. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of 

Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional 

Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests, 

deacons and Religious of the Anglican 

Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

we are asked to Pray for the Church of 

Ceylon (Extra-Provincial to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury), for The Rt 

Revd Dhiloraj Ranjit Canagasabey - 

Bishop of Colombo &  for The Rt Revd 

Keerthisiri Fernando - Bishop of 

Kurunegala and for all their clergy and 

people. 

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person 

with us. May both our parishes be 

blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love  

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help them 

to understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with 

your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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always and forever. Amen.  

Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,   

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all the farmers 

who have been affected by the current 

drought. We pray for rain to break this 

drought especially in those regions 

where it is needed most.   

Pray for the sick and their carers: 

Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret Baseley; 

Jenny Bounds; Kerin Brown;                           

John Burns, June Cameron; John Carey; 

George Cepak; Hilary Davies; 

Florence; Graeme; Anna Laurence; 

Shirley Lowe; Lola Marr; Penny Marr; 

Michelle; Mark Palmer; ; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Geoff Riccord; Henry Roberts; 

Geraldine Rees; Elsa & Peter Sorensen; 

Steve; Margaret Wheatley; Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed,  

especially Fr Keith Marr that God may 

grant him a place of refreshment, light 

and peace.    

Pray, too, for, Percy Jones, Lerola 

Meyers, Gwynn Williams, Owen 

Blackwell, Donald Percival McKinley, 

Lucile Nellie Denney, Jeanie Holden 

Brown Cranley, David Kittredge 

Baldwin St John, Patricia Jackson, Beryl 

Mary Jefferson, Neil Bryce Crawford, 

Claus Lilje, Doreen McKinley and for 

any others whose year’s mind falls 

around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on 

Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 28th October - Simon and Jude, Apostles and Martyrs 

 Thursday 31st October - Martin Luther King (d.1546) and other                        

              Continental Reformers  

 Friday 1st November - ALL SAINTS 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM 

                        Organ Scholar  Aleksander Mitsios (Organ Scholar)                          

  Bailey Yeates (Junior Organ Scholar) 

 Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    

funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.  

 

9747 4000 24 HOURS  7 DAYS 
  www.unityfunerals.com.au 

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

