
1 

W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue …     

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal people       p.3                 

of the Eora Nation  

 Today is Gaudate Sunday           p.5 

 The Lighting of the Advent Wreath                  p.7 

 The Advent Tree            p.11 

 Thank yous             p.13               

           And Much More… 

    Sunday 15th December 2019                                     

    ADVENT III - GAUDATE SUNDAY 

    Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am –  Choral Parish Eucharist 

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Tuesday 17th                            

December at 1.15pm - 

Lunchtime Recital - Kathryn 

Dries - Mezzo Soprano;                

Callum Close - Organ   

 Sunday 22nd December at 

7pm - Service of Lessons & 

Carols at St Paul’s Church 

 Tuesday 24th December at 

9.30pm - First Eucharist of 

Christmas 

 Wednesday 25th                              

December at 9.00am -             

Eucharist for Christmas Day 

Please note there will be  NO 

Wednesday mid-week               

Communion  between Christmas 

and the New Year.                                            

The mid-week Eucharist will be 

resumed on Wednesday 5th  

February 2020  

Our parish’s patron is St Paul 

the Apostle who was one of 

the early Church’s                                     

missionary leaders.  

                                                        

WHAT’S ON AT ST PAULS  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got ques-

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 
Wangal people of the Eora                    
Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together 

on these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will 

come after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated 

some 3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are 

like a shadow, and there is no  

abiding. (1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him 

and find him’, as the apostle Paul 

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know 

the plans I have for you, says the 

LORD, plans for your welfare and 

not for harm, to give you a future 

with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)                           

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians 

are a people of hope and because 

we are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s 

beautiful creation, and to devote 
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ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a far 

better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all beings 

may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in Christ. 

We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member makes 

to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize the           

sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, gender                       

identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,   economic reality, family  

status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. We believe that 

through Christ we are being included and welcomed by God and one  

another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim this welcome to all 

God’s people, especially to those who have known the pain of exclusion 

and discrimination within the church, affirming that no one is excluded  

or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with us as we discover 

the call of God on our lives through the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the 

welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  children of God and declares 

itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings       Year A   Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist       for next Sunday 

Isaiah 35.1-10 The First Reading     Isaiah 7.10-16                     

Ps 146 The Psalm                 Ps 80.1-7,17-19 

James 5.7-10  The Epistle                Romans 1.1-7 

Matthew 11.2-11 The Gospel                Matthew 1.18-25 

The New Service Booklets 

Could you kindly return the Service Booklets to the welcomers after 

each Service. Thank you. 
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TODAY IS GAUDATE SUNDAY –                                                          
The third Sunday of Advent. 

Gaudete Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent in the liturgical calendar 

of the Western Church, including the Roman Catholic Church, the                             

Anglican Communion, many Lutheran Churches, and other mainline 

Protestant churches. 

The day takes its common name from the Latin word Gaudete ("Rejoice"), 

the first word of the introit of this day's Mass. 

Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete. Modestia vestra nota 

sit omnibus hominibus: Dominus enim prope est. Nihil solliciti sitis: sed in 

omni oratione et obsecratione cum gratiarum actione petitiones vestræ 

innotescant apud Deum. Benedixisti Domine terram tuam: avertisti cap-

tivitatem Jacob. 

This may be translated as: "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 

Let your forbearance be known to all, for the Lord is near at hand; have 

no anxiety about anything, but in all things, by prayer and supplication, 

with thanksgiving, let your requests be known to God. Lord, you have 

blessed your land; you have turned away the captivity of Jacob."                      

Philippians 4:4–6; Psalm 85 (84): 

.The season of Advent originated as a fast of forty days in preparation for 

Christmas, commencing on the day after the feast of St. Martin                                   

(11 November), whence it was often called "St. Martin's Lent"—a name by 

which it was known as early as the fifth century. In the ninth century, the 

duration of Advent was reduced to four weeks, and Advent preserved 

most of the characteristics of a penitential season which made it a kind of 

counterpart to Lent. Gaudete Sunday is a counterpart to Laetare Sunday, 

and provides a similar break about midway through a season which is 

otherwise of a penitential character, and signifies the nearness of the 

Lord's coming. 

The spirit of the Liturgy all through Advent is one of expectation and 

preparation for the feast of Christmas as well as for the second coming  

of Christ, and the penitential exercises suitable to that spirit are thus on 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Communion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainline_Protestant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainline_Protestant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incipit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Introit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_the_Philippians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_85
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_of_Tours
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Martin%27s_Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday
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Gaudete Sunday suspended, for a while, in order to symbolize that joy 

and gladness in the promised Redemption through the Incarnation of                

Jesus. 

While the theme of Advent is a focus on the coming of Jesus in three 

ways: His first, His present and His final Advent, the readings for Gaudete 

Sunday deal with rejoicing in the Lord — Christian joy — as well as the 

mission of St. John the Baptist and his connection with Advent. Theologian 

Henri Nouwen described the difference between joy and happiness. 

While happiness is dependent on external conditions, joy is "the                     

experience of knowing that you are unconditionally loved and that               

nothing -- sickness, failure, emotional distress, oppression, war, or even 

death -- can take that love away." Thus joy can be present even in the 

midst of sadness. 

In his 2014 Gaudete Sunday homily, Pope Francis said that Gaudete               

Sunday is known as the "Sunday of Joy," and that instead of fretting about 

"all they still haven't" done to prepare for Christmas, people should 

"think of all the good things life has given you. 

On Gaudete Sunday rose-coloured vestments may be worn instead of                        

violet (or instead of blue, in the Anglican and some Lutheran and other 

Protestant traditions), which is otherwise prescribed for every day in the 

season of Advent. Gaudete Sunday was also known as "Rose Sunday". 

In churches that have an Advent wreath, the rose  

coloured candle is lit in addition to two of the violet 

(or blue) coloured candles, which represent the first 

two Sundays of Advent. Despite the otherwise                  

sombre readings of the season of Advent, which has 

as a secondary theme the need for penitence, the 

readings on the third Sunday emphasize the joyous anticipation of the 

Lord's coming. 

In the Anglican Church, the use of rose-pink, previously informally                    

observed, was formally noted as an option in the Church of England in 

the Common Worship liturgical renewal.. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Nouwen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Francis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_(color)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violet_(color)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_wreath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Worship
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The Lighting of the Advent wreath     

The Advent wreath in the church is a                      

traditional way of counting down to                      

Christmas. It has 3  purple candles, one rose   

candle and a white candle in the centre to              

remind us of Jesus, the light of the world. It is               

always a circle to represent God’s unending love 

for us and is made of evergreen leaves to                  

represent eternal life. 

Advent 3 

The candles symbolising hope and love have been lit on our Advent 

wreath. Today we light the candle symbolising the boundless joy that 

belief in Jesus brings. 

Dear Father God, we thank you that we can share in the joy of Jesus’ 

birth. Help us to celebrate giving thanks for all you give us and telling 

the story of His birth to others.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Historic Photographs 

The work of writing and preparing the book to celebrate the 150th                  

Anniversary is well underway. 

We are now selecting photographs to accompany the text. 

If you have any Historic photographs that you feel might be of                   

interest for inclusion in the book, then could you please bring them to 

Jane  Carrick. Thank you. 

New Sets Of Offertory Envelopes  

New Sets of Offertory are still available for collection from the back of 

the Church – north porch door. 

News from around St Paul’s 
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Last Life Jacket for 2019! 

 My Dear Friends, 

It was wonderful to share such a beautiful evening with you all. It was like 

sharing a huge family dinner and gathering – all very gentle and caring. 

Thank you for your commitment to care for others. 

It was a pleasure to meet Jet (I hope that I got that right) and benefit from 

his expertise in networking amongst welfare agencies. Kristen, can you 

please thank Jet for coming along. Thank you. 

David and the team from Concord Vets are such special part of our team 

and are a blessing to those who need advice about caring for their pets 

and also for getting pet care products that they would otherwise be               

unable to afford. Thank you. 

Elizabeth’s (from Mancuso’s in Burwood) hand made cakes were a very 

popular as were the lollies that Rhonda, Tony, and Amelia had prepared. 

Thank you for these. 

It was also good to be able to distribute the hygiene and health care 

products that Lorena and Emmanuel from Blooms Pharmacy in Burwood 

kindly gave us. Thank you for these. 

I am looking forward to our Life Jacket evenings next year and I hope that 

you all might feel like bouncing back for another year as well. 

I look forward to seeing you all again soon. 

I hope and pray that Advent and Christmas will be truly holy times for 

you and for your families. 

With my love and thanks. 

Peace, 

James. 
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Photos from Life Jacket Evening  

https://es.aliexpress.com/item/32763924179.html
https://es.aliexpress.com/item/32763924179.html
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Christian Meditation Group  

Meditation is now on break and will resume in 2020.                                                                          

Christmas Cards 

Christmas Cards are now available for sale on the Trading Table after 

the 9.30am  service. There are 2  designs with packs of 10 for $7 or 

packs of 5 for $4.  

Bread Roster   

 16th December   

 23rd December - Margaret 

Intercession List 

As we come to the end of the year,  it is time to revise and revamp our 

intercession list of those who are sick. 

It is understandable that many on the list may now have recovered,                       

so we have decided to start the list again from scratch for 2020.   

If you would like your name or someone else's name to remain on the 

list, or you wish to add a name, please give it in writing to Fr Michael.  

The Community Choir is now on break  

The Choir will be in recess until Tuesday 18th February when it will                    

resume on Tuesday night at 5.30pm in the Small Hall. 

  

 

 

No Wednesday mid-week Communion                     
between Christmas and the New Year  

There will be no mid-week Eucharist after Christ-

mas and throughout the month of January. 

The first mid-week Eucharist for 2020 will be held 

on Wednesday 5th of February. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiH7bT9tPjeAhWSV30KHdxbBiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2FCSP377%2Fk23803801%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vgGK5KEH-9dmhMcJyAPt5&ust=1543540065084117
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Artisans’ Market  

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Artisans’ Market this year 

in any way and to those who baked cakes to eat or for sale. Please try to 

be involved next year in some way so some of us are able to have a 

break during the day. 

Here are the Artisans’ Market Dates for 2020 (10am-3pm):   

 Sunday 8th March 

 Sunday 3rd May 

 Sunday 16th August 

 Sunday 15th November 

The ADVENT TREE  

The Advent Gift Tree  is now placed in the south transept of the Church. 

Gifts may be left under the Tree until last Sunday of Advent, 22nd              

December. 

It would be good if gifts were wrapped with a label clearly indicating 

the suitability of the gift showing gender and age range. The gifts will 

be  distributed by the Exodus Foundation to those in need over this  

Christmastide. 

Our Advent Gift Tree becomes our Christmas Tree at the Christmas Eve 

Eucharist when we welcome the Infant Jesus whose Holy Nativity we 

celebrate for Jesus is the Reason for the Season. 

Preparations for Christmas 

On Saturday the 21st of December from 10.00 a.m. until midday we will 

gather at St. Paul's to dust, polish, and clean the Church and to work on 

the grounds in readiness for Christmas.  

Let's make the Church and grounds even more beautiful for Christmas. 
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PHOTOS FROM PLAYGROUP  

On Monday 9th December  
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Thank yous  

We thank Elizabeth from Pasticceria Mancuso Cakes for making and        

donating beautiful Christmas cakes for our Life Jacket evening  

We thank all the team who came to on our Life Jacket evening on 

Wednesday night where we able  to care for many people in need.  This 

was our last Life Jacket for the year.  

We thank everyone who have been contributing to our Life Jacket by 

donating clothes, blankets and other items to help those who are in 

need.   

We thank our Play Group team; Angela, Manjia and Judith for               

caring for our children and their families so beautifully. 

We thank all who brought cereal and children’s gifts. 

We thank our Parish Pantry team, and all those who provide for the        

Parish Pantry, for caring for those who are in need.  

We thank Fr Michael Deasey and Fr James for leading the singing at the 

Service of Lessons and Carols at the Brighton last Friday.  

We thank the choir for their beautiful singing of the Services of                  

Lessons and Carols at Cardinal Freeman Village on Saturday. 

We thank the volunteer who cleans the Church and Halls. 

We thank the volunteer who helps with the gardening. 

We thank the Parishioners who generously pay for a gardener to work 

on our grounds. 

We thank the parishioners who have faithfully attended the studies 

throughout the year.   

We thank our Parish Council and Wardens for all that they do to help 

build St Paul’s up materially and spiritually. 
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We thank all those who have been generously donating to other groups 

through the year (such as ABM,  Life Centre in Nepal, Rising  Nepal, 

etc.). 

We thank the Parishioners at the Baptist church for their generous dona-

tion to the parish pantry this week. 

Service of Lessons and  Carols 

The times for our Services of Lessons and Carols and our Christmas                     

Services are available in the pew sheet. Please take these and invite 

your family and friends along to the beautiful Services. 

After the Service of Lessons and Carols at St. Paul's at 7.00 p.m. on the 

22nd of December, we will have a special supper of mince pies and                   

bubbly in the hall. Please feel free to come and share in some time of                

fellowship together. The draw for the winner of the Christmas                 

Hamper will take place then. If you haven't already done so, you can 

even buy a ticket before the Service. 

Thank you cards  

We received the following thank you cards: 

Card 1: 

To our very dear friends at St Paul’s, 

Thank you so much for all you do for us.  

- From Sue & Consort 8 

Card 2: 

To Fr James Collins & Staff,  

Thank you for all your help.  

Merry Christmas & Happy 2020. 

- From Joe (Parish Pantry)   
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Parish Pantry buzzing with people in need of help 
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PARISH PANTRY LIST 
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Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s on 

Sunday 8th December & other                     

donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $3168                                             

≈ Parish Pantry: $65                                            

≈ New Life Centre Nepal: $50                            

≈ Building Fund: $10                                       

≈ Special Purpose Restricted              

Donation:  $130                                                

≈ Donation for Bushfire Appeal: $70                                       

TOTAL: $3493 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Angli-

can          Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry              

          Account 

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the Community 

Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

ST PAUL’S SOCIAL                    
OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

PARISH PANTRY donations of 

food are always welcomed                        

because the need is so great. (see list p. 16) 

OP SHOP   

The Op Shop will reopen in February.                                                                                         

If you have any questions, please speak to Barbara Stone or                          

Jane Carrick. 

PANTRY 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9.30-11.30 am 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=8lJKbKUlD7sToM&tbnid=2z6Eza71jHx8eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fimgarcade.com%2F1%2Fpassing-the-offering-plate%2F&ei=FDlsU5CeCoSJkwX4h4DwBQ&bvm=bv.66330100,d.dGI&
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Advent III Poem: Joy - By Teryn O’Brien  

the weak sing a strong song                                                                                            

the lowly dance on mountaintops                                                                                  

the unseen revel in acclamation 

the lord became flesh                                                                                                       

in our midst the lord stood                                                                                             

pronouncing us good 

humanity—live, breathe, thrive!                                                                                     

no longer do we strive                                                                                                      

to fear or fight the world 

instead, we seek to love,                                                                                                    

to manifest a realm above                                                                                              

and set the captives free 

to rend manmade religion                                                                                              

and coldhearted systems                                                                                              

opening the doors of prison 

only then joy comes                                                                                                      

lightly, brightly                                                                                                            

recoloring suffering 

for we, who lived in darkness,                                                                                          

felt the piercing light                                                                                                      

consume our soul with gladness 

and we, who crept along,                                                                                                     

sprouted wings and flew                                                                                              

where everything is made new 
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READ, LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST... 

James or Jacob in the Bible? 

Giving Jacob his due 

- By Mark Wilson   

The problem of names surfaced at a                  

recent Bible study at the St. Paul Union 

Church in Antalya, Turkey. Pastor                  

Dennis Massaro was discussing the three 

men named “James” in the New Testament: 

Two were apostles, and the third was the 

leader of the Jerusalem church and author 

of the eponymous letter—the Book of 

James. Participants in the study came from 

a range of   countries, including the                   

Netherlands, Iran, Mexico, Moldova and 

Cameroon. When I asked what the name of 

these men was in their languages, they all 

said “Jacob.” 

When I was teaching a course on the New Testament General Letters 

(Hebrews through Jude), I began by introducing the Book of Jacob, also 

known as the Book of James. Students were perplexed until they learned 

that Jacob is the proper translation of the Greek name Iakōbos. One                  

student wrote later that knowing this “turned my understanding of the 

writing upside down.” Another observed that “with the name change, 

the loss of the Jewish lineage occurs.” 

So how did the Jewish name Ya’akov become so Gentilized as James? 

Since the 13th century, the form of the Latin name Iacomus began its use 

in English. In the 14th century, John Wycliffe made the first Bible                     

translation into English and translated Iakobus as James. (However, in 

both the Old and New Testaments he arbitrarily used the name Jacob for 

the patriarch). In all future English translations the name stuck,                         

especially after 1611, when King James I sponsored the translation then 

Baroque artist Guido Reni 

depicts the apostle James, 

son of Zebedee, in his  

painting Saint James the 

Greater (c. 1636–1638). 
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called the Authorized Version. Since 1797 it has been called the King 

James Bible. 

So what is lost by using James instead of Jacob? First, it has created an 

awkwardness in academic writing. Scholars providing a transliteration of 

James indicate Iakōbos, which even lay readers know is not the same. 

Hershel Shanks has noted that the reason Israeli scholars failed to                    

understand the significance of the eponymous ossuary is that they didn’t 

connect James with Ya’akov.1 

Second, James’s ancestral lineage is lost, as the student noted above. In 

Matthew’s genealogy, we learn that Joseph’s father was named Jacob 

(Matthew 1:16) and that his family tree included the patriarch Jacob 

(Matthew 1:2). James was thus named after his grandfather. As Ben                

Witherington writes, “It is clear that the family of ‘James’ was proud of its 

patriarchal heritage.”2 So Jacob was the third Jacob in the family. 

Third, James’s Jewish cultural background is minimized. Tal Ilan identifies 

Jacob as the 15th most popular name in Palestine in antiquity, with 18 

known persons carrying it.3 Including both the Eastern and Western                 

Diasporas, Jacob was the third most popular Jewish name, with 74              

occurrences. 

Fourth, the Jewish literary heritage is muddled. The Book of Jacob (i.e., 

the Book of James) is addressed to “the twelve tribes in the                                   

diaspora” (James 1:1) and full of references and allusions to the Torah 

and Wisdom Literature of the Jewish Bible (Christians’ Old Testament). 

Scholars consider James the most “Jewish” book in the New Testament. Its 

genre is considered to be a diaspora letter like Jeremiah 29:1–23 and the 

apocryphal works The Epistle of Jeremiah, 2 Maccabees 1:1–2:18, and 2 

Apocalypse of Baruch 78–86. 

For these reasons, changing English translations of James to Jacob makes 

a lot of sense. In my lifetime we have adapted to a number of name 

changes: Bombay to Mumbai, Peking to Beijing, Burma to Myanmar, and 

Rhodesia to Zimbabwe. These changes were soon incorporated by the 

media as well as in subsequent editions of geographical and historical 
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books. Making such an onomastic adjustment need not be too difficult in 

religious circles, either. 

But can such a switch be made practically? Biblical scholars and                     

publishers would need to agree that continued use of “James” is                      

linguistically indefensible and culturally misleading. Most difficult to 

change would be Bible translations, which are very conservative. To 

start, a footnote could denote that James is really Jacob. And while we’re 

at it, let’s rehabilitate Jacob as the name of two of Jesus’ disciples/

apostles. These connections, now lost only for English readers, were 

caught by Greek-speaking audiences as well as modern readers of 

translations in most other languages. Let’s give Jacob his due. 

 

Mark Wilson is the director of the Asia Minor 

Research Center in Antalya,  Turkey, and is a 

popular teacher on BAS Travel/Study tours. 

Mark received his doctorate in Biblical studies 

from the University of South Africa (Pretoria), 

where he serves as a research fellow in                   

Biblical archaeology. He is currently Associate 

Professor Extraordinary of New Testament at 

Stellenbosch University. He leads field studies in Turkey and the eastern 

Mediterranean for university, seminary and church groups. He is the               

author of Biblical Turkey: A Guide to the Jewish and Christian Sites of 

Asia Minor and Victory through the Lamb: A Guide to Revelation in Plain 

Language. He is a frequent lecturer at BAS’s Bible Fests. 

Facebook! 

You can join us on our Facebook page:                                                                                                    

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/7441384898/ 

Forthcoming events and other interesting news will be posted there! 

Thank you Margaret Whittaker for your care in administrating our                             

Facebook page.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7441384898/
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the               

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                   

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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Advent 3A 

Keeping Advent 2019 

 

The Jewish people were waiting for the special one, the Messiah to come. Very 

few people actually knew about Jesus being special when he was born. It  

wasn’t until he was an adult and started to preach and perform miracles that 

people started to think about what the prophets had said would happen. A 

prophet is someone who has been given a message from God for the people, 

often saying what will happen in the future. Isaiah was one of the prophets.  In 

the reading from the book of Isaiah, we hear about the signs that will tell the 

Jewish people that the one they are waiting for has come.  

“He will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 

the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 

tongue of the speechless sing for joy.” Isaiah 35:4-5 

In the reading from Matthew we hear John the Baptist, who is in prison, asking 

people about Jesus. Jesus says,  ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.’ 

 

From this John and many of the Jewish people knew that Jesus was the one 

who had come to save them: the Messiah they had been waiting for.  

 

Add the shepherds to your nativity scene and some sheep as well. If you are 

making these use cotton wool stuck onto cups from an egg carton. Pick up the 

activity sheet from the back of the church to do at home.  

 

A nice hot drink would have been great for the shepherds on a cold night. 

Please bring in a jar of coffee for parish pantry to help someone else have a 

refreshing drink.  

 

The shepherds were waiting on a cold 

hillside, watching for the night to end and 

the dawn to break. They knew about the 

promise that someone would come to be a 

saviour for the Jewish people, but they       

never thought that they would be the first 

people to hear of his birth. When the angels 

appeared to them they were very afraid. 

Shepherds were not important people.    

People didn’t think shepherds were much 

good at all. They were often outcast in their 

society. 
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THE ADVENT CALENDAR  
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Date for the Diary – Last Lunchtime Recital for 2019 

commencing 1.15pm in the Church followed by refreshments in the                

Rectory. 

 
TUESDAY 

December 17 

 

You are invited to join Kathryn Dries (voice) and  
Callum Close (organ) as they perform a selection 
of stunning sacred and Christmas songs.  
Kathryn Dries - Mezzo Soprano 
  

 
2020 Lunchtime Recitals will resume on Tuesday 18th February                               
featuring organist Sam Giddy. 

WHAT IS HAPPENING AT ST PAUL’S  

 Isaiah 35.1-10; Song of Mary (APBA, pp 31, 435); 

 James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11 

Jesus says of John the Baptist that he is the one who 

has been sent to prepare the way for Jesus himself. 

The Greek Church calls John the Baptist the 

Πρόδρομος – Prodromos – the Forerunner. This week, pray that like John 

the Baptist you can prepare the way for Jesus himself in whatever 

circumstance you find yourself. 

 Pray this week for the chance to prepare the way for Jesus to enter 

the world. 

 Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, 

remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council. 

Text: Robert McLean, Partnerships Missioner © Anglican Board of Mission, 

2019 
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St Paul’s Anglican Church 
205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood  

LUNCHTIME RECITALS 
Tuesday 17 December 2019 

1.15pm - 1.45pm  
 

   MEZZO-SOPRANO -     
KATHYRN DRIES 

   ORGANIST -  
CALLUM CLOSE 

 

A PROGRAM OF CHRISTMAS  
AND  

SACRED MUSIC 

Donations are always welcome 

Thank you 

Light refreshments will follow in the                   

Rectory 
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St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood - December Services 2019 

              

        

    Sunday 15th December    Advent III      

                 (Laetare Sunday)  

      8.00am  Sung Eucharist and                                                            

      9.30am  Choral Eucharist                                                          

     

    Sunday 22nd December   Advent IV 

      8.00am  Sung Eucharist                                                             

                     9.30am  Choral Eucharist                                 

      7.00pm Service of Lessons and Carols                        

      (St Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood)              

     

    Tuesday 24th December              

      9.30pm  First Eucharist of Christmas 

     

    Wednesday 25th December                         

      9.00am  Eucharist for Christmas Day 
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OUTDOORS... 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of 

Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional 

Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests, 

deacons and Religious of the Anglican 

Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

we are asked to Pray for the Diocese of 

Sokoto (Nigeria), for its bishop, The Rt 

Revd Augustin Omole and for the 

Diocese of El Salvador (Central 

America), for its bishop, The Rt Revd 

Juan David Alvarado Melgar and for all 

their clergy and people. 

Pray for Fr James and for Fr 

Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person 

with us. May both our parishes be 

blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love  

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help them 

to understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with 

your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

always and forever. Amen.  

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,   

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, we remember 

especially today all the people who 

have been affected by the recent 

volcano eruption at NZ.  

We also pray for all those affected by 

the horrendous drought and ask the 

Lord for the gift of rain.  

Pray for the sick and their carers: 

Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret Baseley; 

Jenny Bounds; Kerin Brown;                           

John Burns, June Cameron; John Carey; 

George Cepak; Evan Cheyne; Hilary 

Davies; Florence; Graeme; Lily; Anna 

Laurence; Shirley Lowe; Lola Marr; 

Penny Marr; Michelle; Clive Norton; 

Mark Palmer;  Alister & Sally Palmer; 

Geoff Riccord; Henry Roberts; 

Geraldine Rees; Elsa & Peter Sorensen; 

Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed,  

especially that God may grant them a 

place of refreshment, light and peace.    

Pray, too, for, Alison Powell, Joan 

Stirling Coucher, Yvonne Patricia 

Prince, Frakes Colin Clyde, Clement 

Harold Randal Laurence, Harvey 

George & Morna Stopani and for any 

others whose year’s mind falls around 

this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

A mid-week Eucharist will be held in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion on 

Wednesday at 10.30am. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Saturday 21st  December - Thomas, Apostle and Martyr  



36 

 

 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM 

                        Organ Scholar  Aleksander Mitsios (Organ Scholar)                          

  Bailey Yeates (Junior Organ Scholar) 

 Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    

funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.  

 

9747 4000 24 HOURS  7 DAYS 
  www.unityfunerals.com.au 

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

