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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal people p.3          

of the Eora Nation  

 "Be steadfast and do the little things."        p.7 

 Volunteers Needed for 2020                         p.10 

 Education for the Forgotten Children         p.14                 

of the High Himalaya 

 Invitation to Lenten Quiet Day                      p.23  

       And Much More... 

 Year A - Sunday 9th February 2020  
 5th Sunday after Epiphany 

       Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am –  Choral Eucharist  

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Tuesday 18th February at 

1.15pm - Lunchtime recital - 

Organist: Sam Giddy 

 Monday 24th February at 

5.30pm - Meditation Group 

resumes  

 Tuesday 25th February at 

7.30pm - Tuesday Lenten 

Studies in the Rectory  

 Friday 6th March at 

10.30am - World Day of 

Prayer at St Paul’s Church  

 Tuesday 3rd March -   

Community Choir resumes  

 Sunday 8th March 10am-

3pm - Woodstock                       

Artisans’ Market   

 Tuesday 17th March at 

1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital: 

Conservatorium students 

Goetz Richter celebrating 

Beethoven’s 250th Birthday 

 Thursday 19th March at 

10am in the large hall - 

First Community Hub for 

2020 

 Sunday 22nd March in the 

large hall at 11.45am - 

AGM  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got ques-

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 
Wangal people of the Eora                    
Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member 

makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize 

the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, gender                       

identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,   economic reality,                       

family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. We              

believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed by 

God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim this 

welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known the 

pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that no 

one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with us 

as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church 

commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  children of God 

and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

Bible Readings       Year A    Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist       for next Sunday 

Isaiah 58.1-9a(9b-12)            The First Reading  Deuteronomy 10.12-22                  

Ps 112                                    The Psalm   Ps 119.1-8                                                   

1 Corinthians 2.1-13 (14-16)  The Epistle            1 Corinthians 3.1-9  

Matthew 5.13-20                    The Gospel         Matthew 5.21-37 

The New Service Booklets 

Could you kindly return the Service Booklets to the welcomers after 

each Service. Thank you. 

Used Stamps 
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Christian Meditation Group at St Paul’s 

Mondays 5:30PM – 6.15PM 

Commencing 24th February 2020 in the Chapel of Our Lady 

Everyone is welcome. 

Tuesday Lenten Studies 

It will start on Tuesday 25th February at 7.30pm in the Rectory.  

Given that this  date is  Shrove  Tuesday, we will share a supper along 

with the study.  

The Lenten Study will be Walk with Jesus by Henri Nouwen. 

Historic Photographs 

The work of writing and preparing the book to celebrate the 150th                  

Anniversary is well underway. 

We are now selecting photographs to accompany the text. 

If you have any Historic  photographs that you feel might be of interest 

for inclusion in the book, then could you please bring them to Jane    

Carrick. Thank you. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to Pat Conchar for the gift of lace work from Brugge.                

You will be able to see it on the side altar. It is all hand made and in 

beautiful detail.  

Birthday wishes  

Our warmest best wishes to Yolanda and Shirley who turned 90 this 

week. We would also like to wish Bailey and Amelia a happy birthday – 

many happy returns and every blessing for future happiness and good 

health to all! 

 

News from around St Paul’s 
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH, BURWOOD, ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 22nd MARCH, 2020                                                                            

AGENDA 

(a) to receive the declarations of those persons then present 

(b) to determine whether a quorum is present 

(c) to elect a minute secretary 

(d) to receive apologies 

(e) to receive notification of the name of the person appointed by the minister 

as a warden 

(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to be wardens 

(g) to determine whether or not qualified persons should be elected as  

members of the parish council and if in the affirmative: 

(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 elected persons, and 

(ii) to elect qualified persons to be those members 

(h) to elect parish nominators 

(i) to elect a qualified person or persons to the office of auditor of the finan-

cial statements and accounts of the wardens, and 

(j) to receive a report about ministry within the parish from the minister 

(k) to receive a report from the wardens about the exercise of wardens’ func-

tions 

(l) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial                  

statements of the wardens 

(m) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial                   

statements of the trustees of Blacket House 

(n) to make such recommendations as it may wish on any matter                   

connected with the business of the church or parish, including any matter 

which it is appropriate for the wardens or parish council to deal with 

(o) to give directions as to the confirmation of the minutes of the meeting at 

or after its conclusion 
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"Be steadfast and do the little things." 

These are the last words of St. David of Wales (c. 512 – 587). 

We give very special thanks to all the people who make our Parish what 

it is by being steadfast and doing the little things that matter... 

Our Director of Music, Choir, and Organist and Musicians, our Bell Ring-

ers, our Archivists, The Office Secretary, Sacristan, Servers and Crucifers 

and Acolytes, Thurifers and Boat Carriers, Cleaners and Polishers and 

Flower Arrangers, those who care for the Altar linen and purificators, 

those who are making our new kneelers, Side-persons and Welcomers 

and Tea and Coffee Makers, Gardeners and Handypersons and Caretak-

ers, Children's Church Teachers and Helpers, Play Group Leaders and 

Helpers, Youth Group Leaders, Wardens and Parish Councillors, our Lay 

Readers, Lay Assistants, and our Clergy, our Lay Minister, Visiting Clergy, 

Honorary Clergy, Preachers and Speakers, our Intercessors and Bible 

Readers, and to those who have no special role but just step in, at a                    

moment’s notice, to do what needs to be done. 

Thank you so much, everyone. 

The Offertory and the Collection 

We believe in being good stewards of what God has given us. We also 

believe in being cheerful and giving with those resources. God wants us 

to be faithful, no matter how little or much we have. The New Testament 

teaches over and over about being faithful with what you have been giv-

en. The New Testament gives us eight principles on generous giving: 

1. Generous giving is sacrificial. 

2. Generous giving is something that only some people are spiritually 

 gifted for, others must be taught stewardship. 

3. Generous giving is a gospel issue. 

4. Generous giving encourages churches to share with other churches 

 and ministries in need. 
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5. Generous giving is motivated 

by friendly competition (Paul                   

challenges the Corinthian church to 

match the impoverished                  

Macedonian church). 

6. Generous giving is about          

sowing and reaping. 

7. Generous giving is one of the 

many evidences that someone is 

truly a Christian. 

8. Generous giving promotes the 

worship of Jesus as God. 

It cannot be overstated that when 

we give to God, we are not decid-

ing how much of our wealth to give; 

rather, we are determining how 

much of God’s wealth to keep for 

our own uses. In 1 Chronicles 29:14 

David articulates precisely this fact, 

saying, "But who am I, and what is 

my people, that we should be able 

to make this freewill-offering? For 

all things come from you, and of 

your own have we given to you." 

God's people today are not                  

required to tithe. But, like                    

everything else in the New                

Covenant, our grace giving is to                   

exceed Old Testament                              

requirements of the law. Therefore, 

for God's people, 10 percent should 

be a floor, not a ceiling, and a place 

to begin, not a place to end. 

At St. Paul's we seek to be obedient 

to God and to give generously to   

further God's work, to play our part 

in participating with God in the                

extension of God's kingdom of           

justice, peace, and love. This                 

generosity is evident in the                     

Offertory and the collection of 

Alms (the Collection). 

We take bread and wine 

(Offertory), bless bread and wine 

(Consecration), break bread 

(Fraction), and give bread and wine 

(Communion). 

The Offertory refers to the offering 

we make to God on the Altar.                  

Having heard the Word of God we 

are moved to respond by offering 

ourselves to God. On Sunday, two 

visible actions take place. There is 

a collection of alms (money) and 

bread and wine are placed on the 

Altar. The second of these is the                

essential part of the Offertory. The 

bread and wine are the people's 

gifts. Those who bring the elements 

of bread and wine, the offertory, 

represent the people in presenting 

the elements to the celebrant. 

We offer back to the Creator that 

which God has given to us (wheat 

and grape) modified by human       
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effort (making the wheat into bread and the grape into wine). Through 

the tokens of bread and wine, the people (the creation) offer                       

themselves back to God (the Creator). The collection of alms is an                              

appropriate complement. These are taken up during the singing of the 

Offertory Hymn and they are used to purchase the bread and wine and 

to extend God's  kingdom of justice, peace, and love. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – FRIDAY, 6 MARCH 2020 

St Pau’s is hosting the 2020 World Day of Prayer in the Parish Church  on 

Friday 6 March at 10.30 am – this year the Service has been prepared 

by the women of Zimbabwe. 

Help would be appreciated in preparing the refreshments which will                 

follow in the Parish Hall after the Service – donations of savoury or 

sweet food such as sandwiches, small cakes or slices would be great as 

well as some assistance on the day with tea/coffee etc – if you would be 

able to assist please speak to Mrs Joy Brandy to day or next week. 

Thank you. 

This is the service for the Strathfield, Concord and Burwood area and all 

are most welcome. 

Artisans’ Market  

Thank you to everyone who has helped with the Artisans’ Market in 

2019  in any way and to all those who baked cakes to eat or for sale.  

It would be much appreciated if you could try to be involved in the                

Artisans’ Market in 2020 in some way so some of us are able to have a 

break during the day. Thank you. 

Below are The Artisans’ Market Dates for 2020 (10am-3pm): 

 Sunday 8th March  

 Sunday 3rd May 

 Sunday 16th August 

 Sunday 15th November  
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Dates for your calendar 

Community Choir will resume on Tuesday 3rd of March. 

The first Community Hub will be Thursday March 19th. Please note that 

this year Hubs will be on Thursdays. 

Life Jacket will restart on Wednesday 21st May 

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020 

BREAD ROSTER 

We need someone to collect bread from Burwood Westfield on                  

Wednesday nights in March. If you can help, speak with Rosemary. 

PARISH PANTRY 

Parish Pantry opens on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from                            

9.30 to 11.30 am. 

Volunteers need to be here no later that 8.30am  

If you would like to be part of this team please speak with Rosemary. 

 

Anointing of the sick – 

Anointing of the Sick is available at any of our                      

Services. In James 5: 14-15 we read: 

14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the  elders 

of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them 

with oil in the name of the Lord 15 The prayer of faith will 

save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and                 

anyone who has committed  sins will be forgiven. (NRSV) 

If you would like to be anointed and to be prayed for then please ask one of 

the Priests in the Parish so that you can be anointed  during any of our                            

Services. 

The Wednesday mid-week Eucharist includes prayers for healing every 

week. 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector 

and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be used at 

their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the           

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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A Prayer for Those Affected by Fire -                                                  
By:  Rabbi Paul Kipnes  

Our God and God of our fathers and mothers,                                                                     

As the flames burn, wreaking havoc upon our forests, our homes,                                 

our fire fighters, our sense of security,                                                                                    

We turn to You for comfort and support.                                                                               

Help us to differentiate between flames of destruction                                                      

and light that shows us Your way.  

We know that flames can destroy.                                                                                             

A people decimated once, twice and more,                                                                         

Having passed through infernos set by humans filled with hate, we                    

remember the destructive abilities of these flames.                                                                          

Keep us far from apocalyptic thoughts,                                                                                    

for we know that You ask us to care for this world,                                                                  

an awesome responsibility. 

We also know that we can seek You in the flames.                                                                      

We recall Your Loving Hand, guiding us in our infancy:                                                               

In a burning bush, You spoke to Moses, sending him to lead our people 

out of slavery,                                                                                                                                                      

In a pillar of fire, You led our people through the wilderness to the            

Promised Land,                                                                                                                                                        

With black fire on white fire, You wrote the Torah, our guide for living in 

this world.                                                                                                                                                  

Through Your light, we found our way.  

Be with us now, these smoke and fire-filled days.                                                                   

Draw us close to those harmed by these flames, hearing their cries,                         

responding to their needs.                                                                                                      

Lead us to support those who fight the fires, who care for the displaced, 

who bring healing to those suffering.                                                                                       

Though our attention spans seem so short, may we be slow to forget 

those in danger.                                                                                                                                               

And please bring cooling wind and rain from the heavenly realms to 

Australia.  
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And may we all embrace at least one lesson spoken aloud by so many 

who – facing the flames – rushed to pack up their valuables:  

That memories of love and of time spent with family and friends are 

priceless, holy and sacred.                                                                                                     

This can never be taken away.                                                                                                

As we rush to meet the challenge of living in this  imperfect world of 

ours,  May we slow down enough to cherish those who are truly valuable 

– kadosh/holy – to us.  

 Isaiah 58.1-9a (9b-12); Psalm 112;  

 1 Corinthians 2.1-13 (14-16); Matthew 5.13-20 

Jesus calls us to be salt and light to the world. Both 

salt and light are good things. How can the Church 

be a benefit to society? 

 

 Pray that your parish can be a blessing to the community around it. 

Work towards that goal. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of 

Kenya. 

Text: © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

The deadline for any items to be considered for the pew 

sheet is 11am on Wednesdays.  

 

Unfortunately, any items received later than this may not 

be able to be included because of time constraints. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic1.squarespace.com%2Fstatic%2F5b0f24670dbda348d460a355%2F5b2e73100e2e7265f3ce0910%2F5d4b55c89bdaf500017bed84%2F1565218392543%2FImage-1%2B-%2B2019-08-07T161806.043.png%3Fformat%3D1500w&imgrefurl=h
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EDUCATION FOR THE FORGOTTEN CHILDREN OF THE 
HIGH HIMALAYA  

SHREE MANGAL DVIP – BOARDING SCHOOL                                                

PART 2 - The LIBRARY  

In last week’s bulletin Rosemary talked about why some of us at St 

Paul’s support a Buddhist School in Nepal?  In late September last year 

she approached me about going to the school with a group of teachers, 

which she was organising for December.  

She felt that as a retired librarian, with 50 years experience, I may be 

able to be of some assistance. Currently acting as their Librarian is 17 

year old Yangchen Dolma a ‘Senior’ –recently graduated from Year 10, 

who is giving service for a year.  

A number of young people take up this opportunity to help others (as 

they've been helped all the way through school) as the school cannot 

accommodate any more students past Year 10. For those who wish to 

pursue further education the school looks for scholarship placements 

in nearby high schools or more often, schools overseas where these 

students undertake the IB Diploma.  Some are now even going on to 

universities in other countries. 

I thought long and hard about going and came to the conclusion that it 

certainly would be an appropriate venture for me to undertake, as I 

had been passionate during my career that ‘Libraries change Lives’ 

This would be my chance to continue this thinking in a totally different 

way from the first world environment, in which I had been privileged 

to work.  

So, I went with some trepidation, but it is an experience I am so 

pleased that I did not let pass me by. Yes, the poverty in Nepal is                    

extremely confronting, but the Nepalese people I met were absolutely 

wonderful and I felt deeply humbled especially by their genuineness 

and zeal to improve their situation through education. 
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I cannot speak highly enough of the amazing Yangchen and the work she 

is doing in the library. Her only ‘training’ is the fact that she was in the  

Library Club (which she now runs ) all through her schooling and has an 

incredible knowledge of literature, being an avid reader herself. The                      

initiative she showed and the dedication she exhibited would put many 

Australians to shame, especially those of similar age. She even came in 

on her day off. 

For the week I was there she had organised several extra special                         

activities, while still carrying out her duties of taking class visits, such as 

the one pictured here.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On one day several classes had prepared plays based on stories and 

presented them to us, complete with paper masks they had made etc.  

She also organised a Library Open House day where the Library Club 

members were each allocated a different section of the library to                    

explain to the visitors. Snacks were provided for the teachers.  

Here are the club members lined up before the event (pls see photo 

next page) 
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More can be seen on the Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/

ShreeMangalDvipSchool/videos/2499833900264367/?t=3 

                      WINNING POEM by Dawa Dolma  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ShreeMangalDvipSchool/videos/2499833900264367/?t=3
https://www.facebook.com/ShreeMangalDvipSchool/videos/2499833900264367/?t=3
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Rosemary and I were in charge of the judging of the Poetry competition 

and all the entries were very special and spoke of the feelings and                

aspirations of these wonderful young people. 

Yangchen and I bonded immediately and you can see from this photo 

that the library is beautifully decorated with the  children’s art work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I spent time looking at the bookstock which is in Nepalese, Tibetan and 

English as the children are taught to be fluent in all three languages. The 

English collection both fiction and non-fiction is in quite shabby condi-

tion and could do with considerable updating .However, the                

Nepalese Government , in their wisdom, has imposed a 10% customs 

duty on the import of books as well as 13% VAT on transportation from 

the current Fiscal Year 2019/20. Both these decisions have contributed to 

either making books unavailable or raising their prices and there is the 

added risk of book piracy as a result of corruption. So it is difficult get 

the latest publications via, what we would consider, ‘normal’ means.    

Donations are often sent from overseas, but many are unsuitable for the 

collection as they are books that are not wanted in their own country, and 

contain outdated information which should not be disseminated to                   

students. A case in point was the 1976 version of Encyclopedia                       

Britannica which I suggested need to be discarded. The latest version 

they have is 1989/90 and even that is not really suitable and of course,  
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there is no facility for on-line material.  A way of getting relevant books 

into the country would be for travellers to take them in their luggage, 

but this is not an adequate solution. 

A recent visitor to the school was Jared Schutz Polis, an American             

politician, entrepreneur, and philanthropist serving as the 43rd governor 

of Colorado since January 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The governor's dad Stephen Schutz is in the background of this photo. 

The library was thrilled to get books from Mr. Schutz's company, Starfall 

books after they got back to Colorado. Maybe we can find such a                   

benefactor in Australia ?  

The Governor came as a result of a university professor from Colorado 

working at the school. She singled out Yangchen Dolma Tamang B812a 

and to quote she said  

"THANK YOU ...FOR OPENING MY EYES TO SUCH A GIFTED AND               

WONDERFUL POPULATION OF STUDENTS AT SMD. I WAS QUITE                

OVERWHELMED BY THEIR INTELLIGENCE AND THEIR                                        

PERSERVERANCE."    (As indeed I was ) 
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Yangchen is hoping to get a scholarship to travel overseas to further 

her studies and eventually fulfil her dream is to be a psychiatrist. She 

told me she then wants to come back and help her people.  Recently 

she had to go back to her home district to get appropriate Government 

documents signed in her village.  Her journey up to Jumla, to start the 

process of  getting this ID, took about 25 days to trek up and then back 

down. 

She sent this photo of a young girl, her age, carrying wood to the                    

village which is what she might have ended up doing if she had not had 

the opportunity to study at SMD school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was very sad to say goodbye to Yangchen after our week together, but 

we are keeping in touch via email and I am hoping that one day,                      

perhaps when she is famous, she will be able to come and visit us 

‘down under’.  Meeting her was just so inspirational and when you see 

the hardship these people have had to suffer to better their lives, it is 

indeed a sobering experience and a wake-up call as to how fortunate 

most of us are to live here in Australia.   

Margaret Whittaker 

More information is on the website  www.himalayanchildren.org   

On Facebook  under  Shree Mangal Dvip School - Education for                          

Himalayan Children   
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READ, AND INWARDLY DIGEST…   

 

Opinion Pardon me for getting “religious” about climate 
change  

- By Michael Clarke 

As an ecologist who has had the privilege of studying Australia’s unique 

fauna for 38 years, it has been deeply disturbing to witness the carnage 

wrought by this season’s bushfires on our people, land and wildlife.       

Adding insult to injury, scientists are now being criticised by Tony Abbott 

for getting “religious” by arguing that there are, in fact, links between 

global emissions, record-breaking drought in parts of the continent, 

megafires and climate change. Then, never one to be outdone, Donald 

Trump in Davos chastised scientists for being “perennial prophets of 

doom” — who should, instead, put their faith in technology to solve the 

big problems. 

The broad consensus among climate scientists tells me that we humans 

have poured out so many pollutants into the atmosphere that we are now 

on the verge of altering the planet’s climate irreversibly. This climate               

crisis is leading to the potential extinction of hundreds of species and the 

suffering of millions of people. So, for a former Prime Minister, who                  

professes a faith, to dismiss the science because it has “almost a religious 

aspect to it” disturbs me both as a scientist and as a Christian. 

The most recent estimates by ecologists indicate that 70 nationally  

threatened species have had at least 50 percent of their habitat burnt by 

the current megafires — including the Long-footed Potoroo, the Kangaroo 

Island Dunnart, and the Kangaroo Island Glossy Black Cockatoo. In                

Victoria alone, 12 species of frogs, 27 fish or freshwater crayfish, 11 birds, 

22 mammals and 12 reptiles are of immediate conservation concern. One 

hundred and sixty-eight species of plants in Victoria have had at least 50 

percent of their habitat burnt. 
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But these species have not suddenly become threatened just because of 

the current fires. We are seeing the cumulative effect of slow, steady,                    

incremental habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation. This is death by 

a thousand cuts, with the megafires delivering the final lethal blow to 

species already on their knees. 

The current bushfires may be unprecedented, but no one should be 

claiming they were unexpected. Climate and fire scientists have been 

warning us for years that the catastrophes we are now enduring would 

become more frequent due to climate change. So irrespective of whether 

or not an American president means to demean these scientists by                

calling them “prophets of doom” — they were right, which is a pretty fair 

test of a prophet in my book. 

As a scientist, I find it ironic that some leaders reject the warnings of vast 

numbers of scientists about the dangers of inaction on climate change, 

while at the same time admonishing us to put our faith in technological 

fixes (developed by other scientists). The latter is naïvely optimistic; the 

former is simply irresponsible. 

Frustratingly, it is also a distraction from the main challenge we face — 

which is moral, rather than scientific. 

I genuinely hope scientists will contribute massively to helping the world 

address the climate crisis, but if history teaches us anything, it is that              

science and technology are not deployed in a moral vacuum. Everyday, 

we all make choices about the kinds of technologies we do or don’t                      

employ, and those choices have consequences for the planet. Scientists 

can inform us about the likely consequences of that deployment, but 

what we do with that information comes down to our values and the                

values of those who lead us. 

As a Christian, I deeply regret that many of us who claim to be followers 

of Christ have not taken seriously enough our responsibility to care for 

this precious planet, its people or its wildlife. There are at least three core 

principles of my faith that I can’t reconcile with any complacency towards 

the threats posed by climate change. 
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First, depriving future generations of the beauty and privileges we have 

enjoyed violates a basic commandment: “Thou shalt not steal.” My gener-

ation’s negligence amounts to theft from future generations. Such flagrant 

disregard for the needs of our children and grandchildren simply can’t 

be concealed behind some misplaced optimism that God will bail us out 

at the end of the Age. 

Second, a core tenet of my faith (and others) is, “Do unto others as you 

would have them do unto you.” It may be true that Australia acting alone 

to reduce emissions would not have prevented the current — or future — 

bushfires. However, as one of the world’s most affluent nations, we have 

an opportunity and an obligation to lead and set an example for others 

(“From those to whom much has been given, much will be demanded”). 

If we can’t take serious action on climate change, who can? Our nation’s 

creative accounting practices in claiming historical carbon credits, cou-

pled with excuses that our emissions are comparatively trivial by global 

standards and invoking the “drug dealers defence” to justify our coal ex-

ports (“If we don’t sell coal to China, somebody else will”), is to me, mor-

ally bankrupt — especially while also accepting extraordinarily gener-

ous donations from the governments and citizens of developing nations 

like Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea to aid our bushfire recovery. 

Aid agencies such as Oxfam, World Vision and Save the Children, who 

support the most vulnerable people on the planet, recognise that                     

inadequate action on climate change is also a justice issue here and now 

— not just an economic inconvenience or technological challenge. These 

agencies deal daily with the suffering of environmental refugees, whose 

homelands can no longer support them, and they are calling on              

governments to be bolder in reducing emissions. 

Third, and finally, I think we have a responsibility to be wise stewards of 

the extraordinary gift the Creator has entrusted to us. Our nation’s                     

behaviour often reminds me of Jesus’s parable of the prodigal son who 

squandered his father’s inheritance. My hope is that, like the prodigal, we 

will come to our senses and acknowledge our reckless ingratitude and  
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the trashing of our precious inheritance. I hope we will seek the Creator’s 

forgiveness for our callous disregard for the suffering of those with whom 

we share the planet, and be part of the solution. 

Michael Clarke is Professor of Zoology at the Research Centre for Future 

Landscapes, in the Department of Ecology, Environment and Evolution,   

La Trobe University. In 2007, Professor Clarke was awarded the D.L.                 

Serventy Medal by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union for his 

outstanding contribution to the scientific literature in ornithology. In 2010, 

he was an expert witness in fire ecology at the Victorian Bushfires Royal                    

Commission. In 2014 his research on fire ecology with Professor Andrew               

Bennett was one of three finalists for a Eureka Prize in Environmental               

Research. He served as the Head of the School of Life Sciences at La 

Trobe University from 2011-2019. He is a fellow of ISCAST — Christians in 

Science and Technology. 

INVITATION TO LENTEN QUIET DAY 

The Sydney Mission-College of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd invites 

you to share in a day of prayer and reflection in the church and grounds 

of St John’s Balmain (Spring Street Birchgrove) on Saturday 7 March.                

The day begins with Morning Prayer at 10 am and ends after Evening 

Prayer at 4.15 pm. The Rt Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS, Assistant Bishop in 

the Diocese of Melbourne, will lead the day. There will be a Eucharist at 

midday, and opportunities for private consultation with Bishop Lindsay. 

There is no charge for the day, but please bring your own picnic lunch. 

Tea and coffee will be provided. All are very welcome. 

OUTDOORS…  
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PARISH PANTRY LIST 



25 

 We can no longer accept any clothing or manchester 

for Life Jacket or the Op Shop as our storage capacity 

is overflowing.  

Due to much needed renovations of the Small Hall               

the Op Shop will not reopen until after Easter. 

We will let you know when we can accept more donations. 

 

For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls                

Anglican Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry              

          Account 

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the Community 

Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from 27th Jan 2020 - 2nd February 

2020 and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2219                                       

≈ Parish Pantry: $65                                                                                                

≈ Building Fund: $10                             

≈ Donation: $200 

TOTAL: $2494 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjsvriQgaXnAhUg_XMBHTjUBwoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fphoto_86301866_stock-vector-thank-you-for-your-support.html&psig=AOvVaw2QVf6BGFwplQrM_EpfbLvw&ust=1580
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=8lJKbKUlD7sToM&tbnid=2z6Eza71jHx8eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fimgarcade.com%2F1%2Fpassing-the-offering-plate%2F&ei=FDlsU5CeCoSJkwX4h4DwBQ&bvm=bv.66330100,d.dGI&
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INDOORS…  

St Paul’s Anglican Church 
205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood  

LUNCHTIME RECITALS 
RESUME ON  

Tuesday 18 February 2020 
1.15pm - 1.45pm  

Organist 

Samuel Giddy 

Senior Organ Scholar 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

Sydney 

  

Music by 

J S Bach, Samuel Giddy, 

César Frank and Paul Ayres 

  

Entry by donation 

Light refreshments will follow 

in the Rectory 
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD 

LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2020 

1.15pm-1.45pm 

 

 
 

Light refreshments served in the Rectory afterwards  

February 18  Sam Giddy - organist 

March 17 Conservatorium students Goetz Richter, 
celebrating Beethoven’s 250

th
 Birthday 

April 28 

  
Nakul Kaushik – Clarinet 
John Martin - Piano 

May 19 Conservatorium students Goetz Richter 

June 16 Titus Grenyer- organist 

July 21 Students MLC Burwood 
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OUTDOORS... 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                               

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............  to the                     

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                  

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney; 

Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and 

for all the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

we are asked to Pray for the Anglican 

Church of Canada, for its Bishop,                          

The Most Revd Linda Nicholls and for 

all his clergy and people.  

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support  

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person with 

us. May both our parishes be blessed 

by the link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

 

 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those living 

with grief. May God give them 

comfort and come to their help to be 

able to see the light of heaven. 

Pray for the sick and their carers: 

Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret Baseley; 

Jenny Bounds; John Burns, June 

Cameron; George Cepak; Simeon Felt; 

Anna Felt; Margaret Hayes; Graeme; 

Christine Griffiths; Enid Kell; Lily; 

Clive Norton; Alister & Sally Palmer; 

Mark Palmer; Geoff Riccord; Henry 

Roberts; Elsa & Peter Sorensen; Dora 

Whikway; Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Lionel McPherson that God 

may grant her a place of refreshment, 

light and peace.                                           

Pray, too, for, Lorna Elizabeth 

Macallister, James Cowan Hunter, 

Pauline Doris Thomas, Lady Angela 

Margaret Carrick, George James Finn, 

Georg Eric Wood, Pamela May 

McParlane, Rosina Ann Sillett, John 

Robert Wall, Edmund Blacket and for 

any others whose year’s mind falls 

around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the Chapel of 

our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

Friday 14th February – Cyril (d.869) and Methodius, bishop (d.885)   

        missionaries to the Slavs       
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM 

 Organ Scholar Aleksander Mitsios (Organ Scholar)                          

  Bailey Yeates (Junior Organ Scholar) 

                      Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    

funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.  

 

9747 4000 24 HOURS  7 DAYS 
  www.unityfunerals.com.au 

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

