

Tuesday 18th February at
1.15pm - Lunchtime recital Organist: Sam Giddy



Monday 24th February at
5.30pm - Meditation Group
resumes



Tuesday 25th February at
7.30pm - Tuesday Lenten
Studies in the Rectory



Wednesday 26th February
- Ash Wednesday Services
at 10.30am & 7pm



Friday 6th March at
10.30am - World Day of
Prayer at St Paul’s Church
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ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。

Tuesday 3rd March Community Choir resumes
@5.30pm
Sunday 8th March 10am3pm - Woodstock
Artisans’ Market
Tuesday 17th March at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital:
Conservatorium students
Goetz Richter celebrating
Beethoven’s 250th Birthday
Thursday 19th March at
10am in the large hall First Community Hub for
2020
Sunday 22nd March in the
large hall at 11.45am AGM

ELCOME TO

Sunday 16th February 2020
6th Sunday after Epiphany
SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY

Welcome to worship...


8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Choral Eucharist & Holy Baptism

Included in this issue …


Acknowledgement of the Wangal people p.3
of the Eora Nation



Birthday Wishes

p.6



Invitation to Lenten Quiet Day

p.13



Anglican share of Australian weddings
in free-fall, funerals may be next

p.14

And Much More...
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got ques-

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
and love for all, including God’s
3

beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member
makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize
the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, gender
identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin, economic reality,
family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. We
believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed by
God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim this
welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known the
pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that no
one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with us
as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church
commits to the welcome and inclusion of all persons as children of God
and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
Deuteronomy 10.12-22
Ps 119.1-8
1 Corinthians 3.1-9
Matthew 5.121-37

Year A
The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Leviticus 19.1-2,9-18
Ps 119.33-40
1 Corinthians 3.10-17
Matthew 5.38-48

The New Service Booklets
Could you kindly return the Service Booklets to the welcomers after
each Service. Thank you.
4

News from around St Paul’s
Christian Meditation Group
at St Paul’s
Mondays 5:30PM – 6.15PM

Tuesday Lenten Studies
It will start on Tuesday 25th
February at 7.30pm in the Rectory.

Commencing 24th February 2020 Given that this date is Shrove
in the Chapel of Our Lady
Tuesday, we will share a supper
along with the study.
Everyone is welcome.

Parish Council
The Parish Council will meet on
Wednesday 19th of February at
7.30 p.m. in the Rectory.
As always, the Parish Council
begins each meeting with a
Eucharist.

The Lenten Study will be Walk with
Jesus by Henri Nouwen.

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our Lenten preparations as
we journey with Jesus through his
Passion, Death, Ash Wednesday is

on Wednesday 26th of February,
We thank God for our Wardens and 2020, and there will be two
our Parish Council as they give of Eucharists that day at 10.30 a.m.
themselves in the service of God
and at 7.00 p.m. At both Services
and of God's people here at St.
there will be the Imposition of
Paul's. We are truly blessed to have Ashes.
such wonderful people who have
In Philippians 3: 7-11 Paul writes:
been called together by God to
help re-build this Parish. We have a Yet whatever gains I had, these I have
long way to go but we have
come to regard as loss
achieved a lot over the past few
because of Christ. More than that, I
years and we will continue to do so regard everything as loss because of
over the coming years as we
the surpassing value of knowing
journey on in faith and hope and
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
love.
have suffered the loss of all things,
and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ and be
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righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.
May this be our prayer and desire, too.

Birthday wishes!
Our warmest best wishes to Mary McPherson who celebrated a
significant birthday yesterday – many happy returns and every blessing
and good health to you!

Historic Photographs
The work of writing and preparing the book to celebrate the 150th
Anniversary is well underway.
We are now selecting photographs to accompany the text.
If you have any Historic photographs that you feel might be of interest for
inclusion in the book, then could you please bring them to Jane Carrick.
Thank you.

ASH WEDNESDAY – 26th February 2020
10.30 am HOLY EUCHARIST IN THE CHAPEL OF CHRIST’S
PASSION
7.00 pm

SUNG EUCHARIST AT THE HIGH ALTAR

Imposition + of Ashes at each Eucharist
Begin Lent in Church as we prepare to draw
closer to God during this Lenten season.

“ From dust have we come and to
dust shall we return”.
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH, BURWOOD, ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 22nd MARCH, 2020
AGENDA
(a) to receive the declarations of those persons then present
(b) to determine whether a quorum is present
(c) to elect a minute secretary
(d) to receive apologies
(e) to receive notification of the name of the person appointed by the minister
as a warden
(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to be wardens
(g) to determine whether or not qualified persons should be elected as
members of the parish council and if in the affirmative:
(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 elected persons, and
(ii) to elect qualified persons to be those members
(h) to elect parish nominators
(i) to elect a qualified person or persons to the office of auditor of the
financial statements and accounts of the wardens, and
(j) to receive a report about ministry within the parish from the minister
(k) to receive a report from the wardens about the exercise of wardens’
functions
(l) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial
statements of the wardens
(m) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the financial
statements of the trustees of Blacket House
(n) to make such recommendations as it may wish on any matter
connected with the business of the church or parish, including any matter
which it is appropriate for the wardens or parish council to deal with
(o) to give directions as to the confirmation of the minutes of the meeting at
or after its conclusion
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"Be steadfast and do the
little things."
These are the last words of St.
David of Wales (c. 512 – 587).
We give very special thanks to all
the people who make our Parish
what it is by being steadfast and
doing the little things that matter...

Our Director of Music, Choir, and
Organist and Musicians, our Bell
Ringers, our Archivists, The Office
Secretary, Sacristan, Servers and
Crucifers and Acolytes, Thurifers
and Boat Carriers, Cleaners and
Polishers and Flower Arrangers,
those who care for the Altar linen
and purificators, those who are
making our new kneelers, Sidepersons and Welcomers and Tea
and Coffee Makers, Gardeners and
Handypersons and Caretakers,
Children's Church Teachers and
Helpers, Play Group Leaders and
Helpers, Youth Group Leaders, Wardens and Parish Councillors, our
Lay Readers, Lay Assistants, and
our Clergy, our Lay Minister,
Visiting Clergy, Honorary Clergy,
Preachers and Speakers, our Intercessors and Bible Readers, and to
those who have no special role but
just step in, at a moment’s notice, to
do what needs to be done.
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Thank you so much, everyone.

The Offertory and the
Collection
We believe in being good stewards
of what God has given us. We also
believe in being cheerful and giving with those resources. God
wants us to be faithful, no matter
how little or much we have. The
New Testament teaches over and
over about being faithful with what
you have been given. The New Testament gives us eight principles on
generous giving:
1.

Generous giving is sacrificial.

2.

Generous giving is something
that only some people are
spiritually gifted for, others
must be taught stewardship.

3.

Generous giving is a gospel
issue.

4.

Generous giving encourages
churches to share with other
churches and ministries in
need.

5.

Generous giving is motivated
by friendly competition (Paul
challenges the Corinthian
church to match the
impoverished Macedonian
church).

6.

Generous giving is about sowing and reaping.

7. Generous giving is one of the many evidences that someone is
truly a Christian.
8.

Generous giving promotes the worship of Jesus as God.

It cannot be overstated that when we give to God, we are not deciding
how much of our wealth to give; rather, we are determining how much
of God’s wealth to keep for our own uses. In 1 Chronicles 29:14 David
articulates precisely this fact, saying, "But who am I, and what is my
people, that we should be able to make this freewill-offering? For all
things come from you, and of your own have we given to you."
God's people today are not required to tithe. But, like everything else in
the New Covenant, our grace giving is to exceed Old Testament
requirements of the law. Therefore, for God's people, 10 percent should
be a floor, not a ceiling, and a place to begin, not a place to end.
At St. Paul's we seek to be obedient to God and to give generously to
further God's work, to play our part in participating with God in the
extension of God's kingdom of justice, peace, and love. This
generosity is evident in the Offertory and the collection of Alms
(the Collection).
We take bread and wine (Offertory), bless bread and wine
(Consecration), break bread (Fraction), and give bread and wine
(Communion).
The Offertory refers to the offering we make to God on the Altar.
Having heard the Word of God we are moved to respond by offering
ourselves to God. On Sunday, two visible actions take place. There is a
collection of alms (money) and bread and wine are placed on the Altar.
The second of these is the essential part of the Offertory. The bread
and wine are the people's gifts. Those who bring the elements of bread
and wine, the offertory, represent the people in presenting the
elements to the celebrant.
We offer back to the Creator that which God has given to us (wheat and
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grape) modified by human effort (making the wheat into bread and the
grape into wine). Through the tokens of bread and wine, the people (the
creation) offer themselves back to God (the Creator). The collection of
alms is an appropriate complement. These are taken up during the
singing of the Offertory Hymn and they are used to purchase the bread
and wine and to extend God's kingdom of justice, peace, and love.

CAN YOU PLEASE HELP? WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
St Paul’s is hosting the 2020 World Day of Prayer in the Parish
Church on Friday 6 March at 10.30 am.
Help would be appreciated in preparing the refreshments
which will follow in the Parish Hall after the Service – donations of savoury or sweet food such as sandwiches, small
cakes or slices would be great as well as some assistance on
the day with tea/coffee etc – if you would be able to assist
please speak to Mrs Joy Brandy to day. Any help with food
would be appreciated. Thank you.
This is the service for the Strathfield, Concord and
Burwood area and all are most welcome.
Artisans’ Market
Thank you to everyone who has helped with the Artisans’ Market in 2019
in any way and to all those who baked cakes to eat or for sale.
It would be much appreciated if you could try to be involved in the
Artisans’ Market in 2020 in some way so some of us are able to have a
break during the day. Thank you.
Below are The Artisans’ Market Dates for 2020 (10am-3pm):
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Sunday 8th March



Sunday 3rd May



Sunday 16th August



Sunday 15th November

Congratulations
to the
Newly Baptized!

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020
BREAD ROSTER

We need someone to collect bread
Today, we welcome
from Burwood Westfield on
into the family of God,
Wednesday nights in March. If you
the Church, through the
can help, speak with Rosemary.
sacrament of Holy Baptism, Amelia
Annette Morton.
Anointing of the sick
Please pray for Amelia, her parents
and Godparents that they may know
God’s presence in their lives and be
enfolded with God’s love.

Anointing of the Sick is available at
any of our Services. In James 5: 1415 we read:

14 Are any among you sick? They
should call for the elders of the church
Dates for your calendar
and have them pray over them,
Community Choir will resume on
anointing them with oil in the name of
Tuesday 3rd of March at 5.30pm. the Lord 15 The prayer of faith will save
the sick, and the Lord will raise them
The first Community Hub will be
up; and anyone who has committed
Thursday March 19th.
sins will be forgiven. (NRSV)

Please note that this year Hubs will
be on the third Thursday of the
month.
Life Jacket will restart on
Wednesday 13th May

If you would like to be anointed and
to be prayed for then please ask
one of the Priests in the Parish so
that you can be anointed during
any of our Services.
The Wednesday mid-week
Eucharist includes prayers for
healing every week.

Used Stamps
If you have any used stamps then please bring them to
Church with you and leave them in the box at the back of
the Church as these earn money for the work of the
Anglican Board of Mission – Australia.
Leave at least a 2cm border around stamps.
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be used
at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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Deuteronomy 10.12-22 or Sirach 15.15-20;
Psalm 119.1-8; 1 Corinthians 3.1-9;
Matthew 5.21-27

We read about anger, adultery, divorce and vows in
today’s Gospel text. Jesus is trying to get us to behave
in the right way. May we always behave as Jesus
would want us to.


Pray that you may never do anything which Jesus would be ashamed
of.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung
Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong.

Text:

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

OUTDOORS…
Invitation to Lenten Quiet Day
The Sydney Mission-College of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd
invites you to share in a day of prayer and reflection in the church and
grounds of St John’s Balmain (Spring Street Birchgrove) on Saturday 7
March. The day begins with Morning Prayer at 10 am and ends after
Evening Prayer at 4.15 pm. The Rt Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS, Assistant
Bishop in the Diocese of Melbourne, will lead the day. There will be a
Eucharist at midday, and opportunities for private consultation with
Bishop Lindsay. There is no charge for the day, but please bring your
own picnic lunch. Tea and coffee will be provided. All are very
welcome.
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READ, AND INWARDLY DIGEST…
Anglican share of Australian weddings in free-fall,
funerals may be next - By Mark Brolly
New research suggests church weddings may be a thing of the past
The number of marriages in Anglican churches has collapsed in the
past 12 years, with the Church's share of all weddings in Australia plummeting by 63 per cent between 2008 and 2018.
There was an average of only two weddings per Anglican parish in
Australia in 2018 compared with about nine per parish in 1998 and five
in 2008.
A leading Melbourne Anglican layman, Mr Colin Reilly, analysed
marriage data issued by the Australian Bureau of Statistics in 2018 – the
year after same-sex marriage was made legal, almost all of which are
conducted by civil celebrants.
“Both marriage and divorce rates have been in decline in Australia in
recent decades,” Mr Reilly wrote in a paper based on the ABS publication Marriage and Divorces, Australia 2008 and 2018. “Setting this to
one side, marriage has increasingly become a secular institution with
the majority of marriages conducted by civil celebrants since the beginning of the 21st century.”
Mr Reilly said the Anglican share of Christian marriage had declined
by 32 per cent between 2008 and 2018 – from 7373 to 2743 over the period. The 63 per cent fall in the Anglican share of all weddings “is only
partly explained by the fact that 5.5 per cent of all Australian weddings
in 2018 were of same-gender couples”.
“The decline in Anglican marriages over the past decade is relatively
uniform across the country so is unlikely to be attributable to theological debates on marriage in the various dioceses,” he said.
In Victoria, 9.8 per cent of marriages were performed by Anglican
celebrants in 2008 but this had plummeted to 1.7 per cent in 2018 –
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than all states and territories except He said another factor might be that
the Northern Territory (5.2 per cent civil celebrants have been
marketing their services better,
down to 0.8 per cent).
while for many churches “it was
The proportion of marriages conalways a sideline”, apart from a few
ducted by all ministers of religion,
churches such as St John's Toorak,
including non-Christian ministers,
which has had a very conscious
remained above 90 per cent bewedding ministry outreach.
tween 1908 and 1948 and was even
89.4 per cent in 1968. It dropped to A similar pattern was emerging
with funerals.
65.6 per cent in 1978 but was still
just above 50 per cent in 1998. This
century though that figure has
plummeted to 35 per cent in 2008
and 20.3 per cent in 2018.

“More and more funerals are being
conducted away from churches,”
Mr Reilly said. “Now that’s been
attributable in part to the
consolidation of the funeral
Anglican wedding services made
up 11.3 per cent of the total in 1998 industry ... it is a big business, and
but this slumped to 6.2 per cent 10 they’re maximizing turnover and
reducing costs. So, for them, it’s
years later and to 2.3 per cent in
much cheaper to have a funeral on
2018.
the premises, it’s their premises,
Civil celebrants made up fewer
and therefore generate extra
than one in 10 celebrants until 1958
revenue rather than the churches.
(11.1 per cent) but soared to 34.4
So if a person’s first contact is with
per cent 20 years later, 65 per cent
the funeral director, the funeral
in 2008 and 79.7 per cent in 2018.
director’s not going to suggest, I
Mr Reilly told TMA that while the
would think, going to your local
Church “has got itself tied up in
church.”
knots” over certain types of marHe added that family firms that
riage, the world had largely turned
once might have had links to
its back on the churches as places
particular churches were “in huge
in which to get married “and so I’m
decline”.
wondering whether we’re debating
the right kind of question at all”.
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With fewer Australians attending weddings and funerals in churches on
top of the decline in Sunday attendances, there is a risk that most
Australians will have no experience of Christian communities at
worship.
Mr Reilly said another factor in the decline of church weddings might be
the state of the buildings themselves.
“I was talking to one priest about this and he said, 'Well, I thought it was
just about our churches getting a bit shabby'.
“One of the interesting phenomenons about the church compared to
most other businesses is that it’s not been very good at refreshing and
renewing our plant. Somebody told me the other day that there was
only one air-conditioned church in Sydney – it’s Christ Church St
Laurence – but the expectation of people is they would rather go to
shopping malls because it’s air-conditioned, it’s comfortable in times of
heat stress. So why aren’t we meeting what you might call community
standards?
“The main observation I would make in terms of that is why aren’t we
prepared to talk about these things openly amongst ourselves?”

Faith Is the Language of Heaven
- By Anne Durant
We all have testimonies of different things we’ve gone through. There
have been some tremendous tests! But as you probably know, tests
come, basically, just to prove what you already know!

In school, they didn’t just pop a test on you on the first day. They taught
you first, and you learned things, and then a test was given. You didn’t
learn by the test; you learned before the test. The test came to prove
what you already knew.
Praise God, you can be prepared for the test! No matter what test comes,
you can be prepared to ace it!
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But some of us have some cramming to do. I was always a crammer in
school. Every test I took, I crammed for it the night before. I’m not proud
of this. I don’t recommend it, but that’s just the way I’ve always been. And
when God called me into the ministry, I said, “God, why in the world
would You call somebody like me?”
And He said (some of you are going to like this), “I know that you’re a
crammer. I know you’ve been known to procrastinate at times. But we’re
in the last days.” And then He said, “I know you’ll cram till the end.”
I was born in the right time! Praise God! We’re in the last days and we
have to finish strong!
Jesus said in John 16:33, “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world.” And First John 5:4 says, “For
whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith.” So if you’re born of God, you
ought to expect to be an overcomer! Don’t expect to fail the test.
When Jesus prayed for Peter in Luke 22:31 and 32, He said, “Peter, Satan
has desired to have you to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you,
that your faith fail not.” Jesus prayed that Peter’s faith would not fail! Why?
Because faith is the victory that overcomes the world!
If our faith is going to be the victory that overcomes, then we have to
know what to do with it because faith without works is dead (James 2:26).
Second Corinthians 4:13 in the New King James Version says, “And since
we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, ‘I believed
and therefore I spoke,’ we also believe and therefore speak.” We believe
and therefore speak. Faith comes by hearing (Rom. 10:17), but it is
released primarily by speaking. Proverbs 18:21 says, “Death and life are
in the power of the tongue.” So guard your mouth. The heart of the wise,
the Bible says, teaches his mouth (Prov. 16:23).
One day, I was meditating on some of these things—on confession and on
words—and I asked God for more clarity. And this is what came up in my
spirit. I heard, “Faith is a language.”
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Now think about what language is. Language is part of our culture! It’s
how we communicate. As I thought about this, it just came up in my spirit
that faith is the language of Heaven! It’s how Heaven talks! And if it’s the
language of Heaven, then it’s also part of the culture of Heaven. So if you
want the culture of Heaven on the earth, you need to learn how to speak
the language of Heaven. They’re not talking about death in Heaven.
They’re not talking about aches and pains.
I have studied another language. And I know what happens when you
study a language but don’t also immerse yourself in the culture. You get
a vocabulary, but you don’t know how to put all the words together to
communicate properly.
There are a lot of people who do that with faith. They know the
vocabulary, but they can’t communicate the language properly!
You have to get your tenses right when you’re speaking faith! Pretty
much everything about faith is present tense! The Bible says, “NOW faith
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen” (Heb. 11:1).
So start thinking when you’re speaking, Is what I am saying going to take
me closer to what I want from God, or further away from it?
You may tell your kids, “Put your coat on. You’ll catch pneumonia.” But
you don’t want that! So how about just telling them, “Put your coat on”?
Don’t scare them with, “You’ll catch pneumonia.”
Notice what Jesus said in Matthew chapter 12:
MATTHEW 12:36–37
36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.
37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt
be condemned.
Jesus said that you’ll have to give an account for every idle word. The
word idle means “to shun the labor one ought to perform.” So idle words
18

are words that you say without fully thinking. For example, what about
those words that we say are “just between us” or “off the record”? There
is a record. It says, “You’ll give account.” There is no “off the record.” We
ought to make our words work for us!
My husband and I are constantly watching our words. We don’t say things
like, “I can’t afford that,” because the Bible says, “He supplies all my need
according to His riches in glory” (Phil. 4:19). Now I don’t deny the fact
that I may not have enough money for something. But what I say is, “Not
right now. I won’t get that just now.”
If I say, “Oh man, I can’t afford that,” I am not giving God anything to work
with.
My husband and I work together on our words. If I hear something come
out of his mouth that’s not faith, I just say, “What?” I give him a chance to
think before he speaks the next time. And he does the same thing for me.
If I say something that’s not faith, he’ll say, “What?” and give me an
opportunity to dig up that seed and plant another one.

Sometimes we work hard on those words we want to say on purpose, but I
want to exhort you to work just as hard on eliminating the other words—
the doubt-filled words and the idle words—from your vocabulary.
Faith is a language! And the more you speak it, the more you’ll have the
culture of Heaven in your life, in your home, and in your family. I work
hard on my words. I’m constantly working on my words because I want
what Heaven has and what God has. I want my faith to overcome in this
life. And as a result, I’m seeing quicker results with the words I speak on
purpose. And I like it. I like living the life of faith. The Bible says, “The just
shall live by faith” (Hab. 2:4; Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38). So if we live
by faith, we ought to be constantly aware of it.
Praise the Lord! Our words work for us when we speak in faith—the
language of Heaven!
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PARISH PANTRY LIST
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We can no longer accept any clothing or manchester
for Life Jacket or the Op Shop as our storage capacity is overflowing.
Due to much needed renovations of the Small Hall
the Op Shop will not reopen until after Easter.
We will let you know when we can accept more donations.

For General Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls
Anglican Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
from 3rd February 2020 - 9th
February 2020 and other donations:

≈ Offertory: $1727
≈ Parish Pantry: $65
≈ New Life Centre Nepal: $50
≈ Votive Candles: $127
TOTAL: $1969
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Account Name: Parish Pantry
Account
BSB:
Account #:

032 062
812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the Community
Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
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INDOORS…

St Paul’s Anglican Church
205-207 Burwood Road, Burwood
LUNCHTIME RECITALS
RESUME ON

Tuesday 18 February 2020
1.15pm - 1.45pm

Organist

Samuel Giddy
Senior Organ Scholar
St Andrew’s Cathedral
Sydney
Music by
J S Bach, Samuel Giddy,
César Frank and Paul Ayres

Entry by donation
Light refreshments will follow
in the Rectory
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2020
1.15pm-1.45pm
February 18

Sam Giddy - organist

March 17

Conservatorium students Goetz Richter,
celebrating Beethoven’s 250th Birthday

April 28

Nakul Kaushik – Clarinet
John Martin - Piano

May 19

Conservatorium students Goetz Richter

June 16

Titus Grenyer- organist

July 21

Students MLC Burwood

Light refreshments served in the Rectory afterwards
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OUTDOORS...
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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Address _________________________________________________________________________

Surname ________________________ First Name(s) ___________________________________

Need a new name badge?

Have your details changed recently?

Are you a new parishioner?

Office use

Suburb __________________________________________________ Postcode_______________
Postal address (if different from above) _____________________________________________
Service(s) you normally attend __________

 PR
 NB

Phone (h) ______________________________ Phone (w) _______________________________

I’m already on the roll – my details have changed

I’m new to St Paul’s 

DOB ____________ Occupation _____________________________________________________

Phone (m) ___________________ E-mail _____________________________________________

 WL
 PV
 NSE
Please return
this form to the
Parish Office.

I’m already on the roll – I just need a new name badge
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney;
Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and
for all the bishops, priests, deacons and
Religious of the Anglican Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to Pray for the Church of
the Province of Central Africa, for its
Bishop, The Most Revd Albert
Chama - Archbishop of Central Africa
& Bishop of Northern Zambia and for
all his clergy and people.

Pray for Fr James and for
Fr Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we support
them as they work among us in Christ’s
name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)
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Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:
We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person with
us. May both our parishes be blessed
by the link we are establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that
we, reaching forth our hands in love,
may bring those who do not know you to
the knowledge and love of you; for the
honour of your name. Amen. (Author
unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them for
such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless,
Lord, your children who now stand
before you in prayer. Help them to
understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with your
Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always
and forever. Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
from despair to hope, from fear to trust;
lead me from hate to love, from war to
peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our
universe.

In love and charity please
remember the recently departed,
especially Lionel MacPherson that God
may grant him a place of refreshment,
light and peace.

Pray, too, for, George Robert Eager,

Shirley Lorraine Burns, David Francis
King, Gloria May Jose, Brendan Moran,
Pray for all in need, we pray
George Hendricks, Alan Graham
especially for all those who have
McDonald, Leonard Agar Stainlay, Joyce
stopped praying, or pray with little
Stewart, May Elizabeth Quested and for
fervor that God may help them pray any others whose year’s mind falls
for He gives graces for praying again. around this time.

Pray for the sick and their carers: Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret Baseley; let light perpetual shine upon them!
Jenny Bounds; John Burns, June
Cameron; George Cepak; Simeon Felt;
Anna Felt; Margaret Hayes; Graeme;
Christine Griffiths; Enid Kell; Lily;
Clive Norton; Alister & Sally Palmer;
Mark Palmer; Geoff Riccord; Henry
Roberts; Elsa & Peter Sorensen; Dora
Whikway; Bob Woods.

Services during this week at St Paul’s
Midweek communion is held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the Chapel of
our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –
Monday 17th February – Holy Innocent
Thursday 20th February - William Grant Broughton, First Bishop of Australia
(d.1853)
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Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest
Honorary Priest

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins
rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM
Fr Jim Pettigrew

Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King
Director of Music
Organ Scholar

Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM
Aleksander Mitsios (Organ Scholar)
Bailey Yeates (Junior Organ Scholar)

Rector’s Warden Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
People’s Wardens

Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra
(9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday)
office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au

•
•

•
•

Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community.
With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is
personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life.
We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing.
Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a
funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.

9747 4000

24 HOURS 7 DAYS
www.unityfunerals.com.au

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE
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