

Monday 2nd March at
5.30pm - Meditation Group
resumes



Tuesday 3rd March at
7.30pm - Tuesday Lenten
Studies in the Rectory



Friday 6th March at
10.30am - World Day of
Prayer at St Paul’s Church



Tuesday 3rd March Community Choir resumes
at 5.30pm



Sunday 8th March 10am3pm - Woodstock
Artisans’ Market



Saturday 14th March Gardening Bee 8.30am11am



Tuesday 17th March at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital:
Conservatorium students
Goetz Richter celebrating
Beethoven’s 250th Birthday





Thursday 19th March at
10am in the large hall First Community Hub for
2020
Sunday 22nd March in the
large hall at 11.45am AGM

W

ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.
ELCOME TO

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。

Sunday 1st March 2020
First Sunday in Lent
(St David, Patron of Wales)
Welcome to worship...


8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Litany in Procession
Parish Choral Eucharist



4.00pm – Sung Vespers at Cardinal Freeman
Village, Ashfield

Included in this issue …


Acknowledgement of the Wangal people p.3
of the Eora Nation



Lenten Giving

p.8



Social justice is not a spectator sport

p.25

And Much More...
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got ques-

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
and love for all, including God’s
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member
makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize
the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, gender
identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin, economic reality,
family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. We
believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed by
God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim this
welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known the
pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that no
one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with us
as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church
commits to the welcome and inclusion of all persons as children of God
and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
Genesis 2.15-17;3.1-7
Ps 32
Romans 5.12-21
Matthew 4.1-11

Year A

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

The First Reading Genesis 12.1-4a
The Psalm
Ps 121
The Epistle
Romans 4.1-5(6-12) 13-17
The Gospel
John 3.1-17

The New Service Booklets
Could you kindly return the Service Booklets to the welcomers after
each Service. Thank you.
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News from around St Paul’s
Christian Meditation Group at St Paul’s
Mondays 5:30PM – 6.15PM in the Chapel of Our Lady
Everyone is welcome.

Tuesday Lenten Studies
It is on every Tuesday at 7.30pm in the Rectory.
The Lenten Study will be Walk with Jesus by Henri Nouwen.

World Day Of Prayer Next Friday, 6th March at 10.30am at
St Paul’s
St Paul’s is hosting the 2020 World Day of Prayer in the Parish Church
and it would be good to have you present to make our visitors
welcome.
Any help you can give with Refreshments would be great – please speak
to Mrs Joy Brandy today.

Artisans’ Market
Thank you to everyone who has helped with the Artisans’ Market in 2019
in any way and to all those who baked cakes to eat or for sale.
It would be much appreciated if you could try to be involved in the
Artisans’ Market in 2020 in some way so some of us are able to have a
break during the day. Also, cakes/biscuits/slices are required for sale
including Gluten free. These items are always popular as home made
goodies are sought after. Thank you.
Below are The Artisans’ Market Dates for 2020 (10am-3pm):


Sunday 8th March



Sunday 3rd May



Sunday 16th August



Sunday 15th November
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Dates for your calendar
Community Choir will resume this Tuesday 3rd of March at 5.30pm.
The first Community Hub will be Thursday March 19th at 10.00am.
Please note that this year Hubs will be on Thursdays.
Life Jacket will restart on Wednesday 13th May

Gardening Bee
We are planning a Gardening Bee on Saturday 14th of March from
8.30am-11.00am. We would love some help to remove the weeds that
have grown after the lovely rain we’ve had.

RENOVATION & RELOCATION
As you all know, we received a grant to renovate the Small Hall to put in a
new kitchen and storage area in order to improve the use for the Parish
Pantry along with the Op Shop and Playgroup. As a consequence of the
growing use of the Small Hall, it is now necessary for the Parish Choir to
be relocated to its own dedicated space for rehearsal and to house the
music library.
It has been decided by the Rector, Wardens and Parish Council that the
Upper Room in the Large Hall will become the new Choir Room.
In order to facilitate this move, we need to purchase a number of items
including air conditioning and specific furniture to ensure the space can
become a fully functional home for our Choir. We need to raise $20,000$25,000. Some donations have already been received and we would be
grateful for further contributions to this important project which we
would like to have completed before Easter.
We thank you for your continuing support for the Choir and for its contribution to the Liturgy.
Sheryl Southwood OAM
Director of Music
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH,
BURWOOD,
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
22nd MARCH, 2020
AGENDA
(a) to receive the declarations of

(j) to receive a report about
those persons then present
ministry within the parish from
the minister
(b) to determine whether a quorum
is present
(k) to receive a report from the
(c) to elect a minute secretary
(d) to receive apologies
(e) to receive notification of the
name of the person appointed
by the minister as a warden
(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to
be wardens
(g) to determine whether or not
qualified persons should be
elected as members of the
parish council and if in the
affirmative:
(i)
(ii)
(h)
(i)

wardens about the exercise of
wardens’ functions
(l) To receive all other reports
(m) to receive and pass or
otherwise determine on the
financial statements of the
wardens

(n) to receive and pass or
otherwise determine on the
financial statements of the
trustees of Blacket House

(o) to make such recommendations
as it may wish on any matter
to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9
connected with the business of
elected persons, and
the church or parish, including
any matter which it is
to elect qualified persons to be
appropriate for the wardens or
those members
parish council to deal with
to elect parish nominators
(p) to give directions as to the
to elect a qualified person or
confirmation of the minutes of
persons to the office of auditor
the meeting at or after its
of the financial statements and
conclusion
accounts of the wardens, and
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION DURING LENT
During the Season of Lent the Gospel Acclamation will be:
The Gospeller will say: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory!
All will respond: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless
glory.
After the Sentence all will respond:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory.

Burwood Community Choir Premiere YouTube
BCC Premiere of Ukuthula will be at 6.00pm on Tuesday 10th March.

LENTEN GIVING
Each year we are able to do something positive to support the mission of
the Church through a regular and systematic contribution to ABM
through the weekly Lenten Envelopes. Each Sunday we will receive a
Lenten Envelope to allow us to consider what we can share in the Work
ABM does on our behalf, place our gift in the ABM Envelope and return
it via the Collection Bag the following Sunday. The ABM Lenten
envelope we receive today can be returned next Sunday. Read the
interesting information on the envelope to learn more about the work of
ABM..
If you desire a receipt DO NOT return the Envelope on the Plate but send
DIRECT to ABM – the Envelope is self-addressed.

Thank yous
Thank you very much Sheryl and James Southwood for giving the
beautiful chair. It is a lovely design and the fabric is quite delightful. It is
most kind of you to give the chair and drop it off.
Thank you to the parishioners who support the parish pantry, especially
the kind parishioner who donated $566.
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Thank you David and Owen
Thank you to both of you very much for going to the trouble of picking up
and delivering the new chairs in the Hall and in the Upper Room. It was
very kind of you to do this.
Thank you, also, for beginning the
process of re-locating the lovely
photographs of former Choirs from the
Small Hall into the Upper Room. It will
create a lovely feeling in the
Upper Room once the photographs are
hung there.
I have just had a visit from the person from RØDE who custom designed
and fitted the sound systems in the Hall and the Upper Room and
everything is now working beautifully.
RØDE have given us a system worth $50,000 as a gift. This is very kind of
them.

Ryan from RØDE will return next week and put up instructions on the
sound system in the Upper Room. There is no need to change any of the
settings on the system.
Ryan said that the acoustics in the Upper Room were better than most of
the recording studios where they fitted equipment so this was a nice
affirmation of how well this space will serve our Choir.
This is all very encouraging and a great blessing. Thanks be to God.
I look forward to seeing you again soon.
With every blessing.
Peace,
James.
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be used
at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.

10

OUTDOORS…
Invitation to Lenten Quiet Day
The Sydney Mission-College of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd
invites you to share in a day of prayer and reflection in the church and
grounds of St John’s Balmain (Spring Street Birchgrove) on
Saturday 7 March. The day begins with Morning Prayer at 10 am and
ends after Evening Prayer at 4.15 pm. The Rt Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS,
Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of Melbourne, will lead the day. There
will be a Eucharist at midday, and opportunities for private consultation
with Bishop Lindsay. There is no charge for the day, but please bring
your own picnic lunch. Tea and coffee will be provided.
All are very welcome.

Taizé in southern Sydney – 8 March
All welcome to Taizé Prayers@4 at St Mark’s, The Mall, South Hurstville.
A quartterly Ecumenical gathering with songs, readings, silence and
prayer, commencing Sunday 8 March 2020 at 4pm.
Enquiries Bruce Cooke: assistant@southhurstville.anglican.asn.au

You are invited to John Bunyan 60th Anniversary as
Priest
John Bunyan hopes to mark the 60th anniversary of his ordination as a
priest with BCP Holy Communion at 12 noon, Friday 20th March, at
Christ Church St Laurence, thanks to the kindness of the Rector. This is
not a big occasion like that which last year marked his 60th
anniversary of ordination as a deacon but a very simple service. You
might mention this to any who might like to come.
All are welcome.
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Smokin' Hombres play at Eryldene garden party 22/3/20
The Australian Garden History Society is celebrating its 40th
anniversary this year, and to do this the Sydney Branch is holding a
garden party at Eryldene, 17 McIntosh St Gordon, on the afternoon on
Sunday 22 March, from 2:00 to 4:30 pm. You can find out more about the
event and book your place here.
https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/events-conference/sydneybranch-garden-party-to10 Things To Do During Lent
celebrate-the-societys-40thBesides Giving Something Up
birthday/
Spencer White and
Mark Atherton as the Smokin'
Hombres, play guitar duets at
various arty events, and have
been invited to perform background music at the tea.
This is an opportunity to enjoy
one of Australia's most beautiful
and historic houses and
gardens, and hope you might
enjoy hearing some classical
and jazz duets in the
background as you cruise
around the camellias and
azaleas.

1.

Each day tell your child something that
makes them unique

2.

Volunteer

3.

Go to a weekday Mass

4.

Say three nice things to your husband
or wife, siblings, parents, colleagues
and kids daily

5.

Be kind

6.

Donate things you don’t need to charity

7.

Replace 30 minutes of TV/computer/
phone time with 30 minutes of prayer/
quiet time

8.

Don’t complain

9.

Don’t buy anything that you don’t need

10. Remember that Jesus is the Reason for
the Season
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READ, AND INWARDLY DIGEST…
'Having to ask for somewhere to live, it's difficult
indeed': Single, female, homeless. Australia's shameful
crisis
Older women are the fastest-growing cohort of
homeless people in Australia today. And for many, it's
an unexpected life shock that tipped them into
destitution.
- By Sharon Bradley
(PART 2)
“I felt totally worthless,” she says. “I wasn’t suicidal, but I developed
an understanding of how someone could take that path.”
Paying $410 a week for her one-bedroom unit in Sans Souci was
decimating her savings, her fortnightly Newstart payments weren’t
enough to lift her out of an ever-deepening hole and she was going
under. Her parents had both died young, she tells me, she didn’t feel
she could call on any of her four brothers for help, and although she
and Adriana are close, she doesn’t get on with her son-in-law. She was
on her own.
In April 2018, she crossed an unthinkable divide: she gave notice to
her landlord, put her furniture in storage and started to live out of her
Honda CR-V. “I was homeless, helpless and hopeless – broken in ways
that I never dreamed could be possible,” she says.
For three months she parked in beach car parks, at Coogee, Maroubra
or Botany Bay, using the toilets and showers she could find there. “I
was often scared,” she says. “I couldn’t leave the windows down, so I’d
keep the sunroof open a bit to breathe. When I got really frightened,
I’d leave my car and take public transport to Central and join other
homeless people rough-sleeping in parks. I felt safer around them.”
She lived on sandwiches, crisps and fruit. “I felt totally worthless,” she
says. “I wasn’t suicidal, but I developed an understanding of how
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someone could take that path. I prayed for help to get back to the life
I’d had.”
Her counsellor in Rockdale helped Maria transition into temporary
accommodation, a pop-up women’s refuge in Leichhardt. She liked it at
first – it was good to be in the company of other women with similar
stories – but her discovery, one afternoon, of an attempted suicide by a
fellow resident shocked her to her core.
Maria’s emergency phone call probably saved the woman’s life, but
she found the aftermath of the incident – the chemical cleaning of the
woman’s room and the harsh interrogation she had to endure at the
hands of eight policemen – harrowing. In March last year, the head of
the refuge put her in touch with the Rozelle office of St Vincent de Paul.
Concerned about her spiralling mental health, Maria’s client service
officer, Donna Boyd, took on the task of trying to expedite an
application for priority social housing through FACS. In May, Boyd
secured a new, two-bedroom unit in southern Sydney’s Peakhurst for
her for $93 a week. Maria shows me a photo of it, pointing out all her
“beautiful things”: a glass table, white sofa, Versace mirror. I tell her it
looks lovely because it really does.
“I’m just so grateful,” she says, her spirits visibly lifting. “I think how
lucky I am every minute of the day. I feel so safe there.”
Boyd, a woman with a kind face and a small diamanté angel pinned to
her cardigan, has been working at St Vincent’s for 11 years. She’s seen
a “marked increase over the last four to five years” of older women in
Maria’s predicament. “I see someone like her a few times a week,” she
tells me. “I’m drowning in paperwork. The situation is dire, really dire,
and getting worse.
“You cannot work on any aspect of your life if you don’t have
somewhere safe and secure to call home. I see what having a safe,
affordable home can do for people – I see it every day – but I also see
what not having that does and that’s the sad part. They feel lonely,
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become isolated, lose hope and deteriorate mentally.”

“Women speak about this experience as like being catapulted out into
space and of not knowing where they’re going to land.”
Monica Thielking, professor at Swinburne University
Maria is under the care of a psychiatrist who’s treating her for a severe
depressive disorder. “The awful thing about being on medication,” she
says, her voice cracking, “is that you still have all the feelings and you
want to cry, but you can’t. It makes you feel numb. I just want to get back
on my feet so that I can start helping women in my position.”
Professor Monica Thielking is chair of the Department of Psychological
Sciences at Melbourne’s Swinburne University and an expert in the effects of poverty and marginalisation on the human psyche.
“The shock of finding oneself homeless when this hasn’t been a part of
your experience before is overwhelming,” she tells me. “A sense of disbelief and dislocation in relation to the self is experienced, as well as a
profound sense of grief related to the loss of a life that had been built
over time and of a future that was imagined to be ahead. Women speak
about this experience as like being catapulted out into space and of not
knowing where they’re going to land. They become extremely isolated
and vulnerable.”
Homelessness isn’t a lifestyle choice: it’s a systems failure. Unless these
failures are addressed, say experts, the crisis is only going to get much
worse.
“Right now there are more than 300,000 women between the ages of 45
and 65 who are at significant risk of homelessness when they retire, if not
before,” says Kobi Maglen, director of strategy and advocacy for housing
at Social Ventures Australia (SVA), a not-for-profit that works with partners to alleviate social disadvantage.
“They’re currently working and renting, but as they’re on low incomes
and living on their own, they won’t be able to afford renting on the age
pension and there isn’t enough social housing.”
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Maglen’s language is meteorological: she talks about a “perfect storm”
of adverse conditions, an “impending tidal wave” of women. “We have to
tackle this issue before this next onslaught of women retires into
poverty,” she says. “We know that if you can reach people before they
are at crisis point, their needs are less complex, the services and
support they require much simpler and more cost-effective.”
Last year, SVA partnered with HESTA, the industry super fund for
workers in the health and community services sector (80 per cent of
them women), and Nightingale Housing to develop a scalable response
to the problem: a 185-apartment, carbon-neutral residential project in
Melbourne’s inner-city Brunswick.
HESTA committed $20 million to the project from its $70 million Social
Impact Investment Trust, which SVA manages. Twenty per cent of the
apartments were allocated to nurses, aged-care and not-for-profit
workers; another 20 per cent were sold to community housing providers;
many of the rest went to first-home buyers.
“We have to tackle this issue before this next onslaught of women retires
into poverty.”
UNSW’s Hal Pawson agrees that there’s no time to waste. It’s
“regrettable”, he says, that since Kevin Rudd set homelessness targets
back in 2008, successive governments have not only abandoned them,
they’ve made cuts. (In 2014, the then-prime minister Tony Abbott
cancelled the National Rental Affordability Scheme, Australia’s last
affordable-housing construction program.)
Pawson proposes an annual building scheme of 36,000 units for the next
20 years – enough to cope not only with new demand, he says, but also
to absorb the backlog. It’s a tenfold increase in current construction
rates.
Pawson believes the National Housing Finance and Investment
Corporation (NHFIC), introduced by Scott Morrison as Malcolm
Turnbull’s treasurer – a scheme that allows a housing provider to access
cheaper, longer-term financing – could also be part of the solution.
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“Credit where it’s due,” he says. “It was a progressive idea, but it can’t
make any impact unless there’s also a government subsidy. A provider
can’t buy land, pay a builder to put up housing on it and manage it over
the long term for the price that low-income tenants can afford to pay.
There has to be a subsidy stream that bridges the gap.”
Another part of the solution could be inclusionary zoning, a mechanism
that’s used widely overseas but has only seen very small-scale
application here. It allows state governments to require that a housing
developer, in exchange for receiving planning approval, allocates a
percentage of new dwellings for rent or sale at a below-market price.
Advocates of inclusionary zoning look to the UK, where this technique
typically sees low-cost rental housing being provided by a non-profit
housing association for low-income earners priced out of home
ownership and standard private rental.
“These planning rules enable the community to share with the landowner the value uplift – the gain in land value – when you’re allowed to
redevelop a former factory site or car park as housing,” says Pawson. It’s
controversial, though: the preferred business model for many powerful
property industry players is based on trading land rather than
developing it.
There’s little on the policy landscape. When I ask federal housing
minister and assistant treasurer Michael Sukkar for comment, he points
out, via email, that the government spends more than $6 billion every
year to improve housing and homelessness outcomes: “This includes
$4.6 billion in Commonwealth Rent Assistance [CRA] in 2019-20 to more
than 1.3 million individuals.”
Unfortunately, CRA suffers from exactly the same flaw as Newstart: it’s
been indexed to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) since 1994, effectively
preserving it in amber for the past 25 years, while rents, alongside other
necessities such as transport and healthcare, are rising at a steeper rate,
effectively outrunning inflation; as time goes on, the benefit works less
hard.
18

The solution, argue those who’d like to see Newstart and CRA
increased, is to index the payments to average earnings rather than
inflation, in exactly the same way that the age pension is.
SVA has also been working closely with grassroots organisation
Housing for the Aged Action Group in Victoria to make our byzantine
welfare system easier to navigate. For the women and caseworkers Good
Weekend spoke to, it can’t come fast enough.
“Everywhere you looked there was some conservative Christian bloke
telling you to stay home and look after the children! It’s appalling!”
“There absolutely needs to be more people-to-people contact,” says St
Vincent’s Donna Boyd, clearly frustrated. “Everything is done online. I
know modern technology’s marvellous, but not everyone can access the
internet or navigate their way through all the material on a computer.
Sometimes you just need to talk to a person!”
Meanwhile, Women in Super is calling for the Superannuation
Guarantee (SG) to be raised to 12 per cent and for it to be paid to all
working women, regardless of their income level, as well as when they’re
on maternity leave. (It’s estimated that 220,000 women miss out on $125
million of super contributions because they don’t meet the requirement
of earning $450 a month from a single employer; many women who work
part-time have more than one job.)
Jane Caro, social commentator and author of last year’s book
Accidental Feminists, is incensed by the situation. “It would be
relatively easy for us to overcome [older women’s homelessness] if we
had the political will,” she says.
“How can you look a generation of women in the face – particularly as a
Christian man, right? – and say, ‘Look, I’ve seen how you’ve put
others’ needs in front of your own, including the necessity to earn
additional income and accumulate super, but, really, it’s just too bad that
you’re living in your car. Silly you!’ I mean, everywhere you looked there
was some conservative Christian bloke telling you to stay home and look
after the children! It’s appalling!”
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She pauses for breath. “I can’t tell you the number of female journalists
who interviewed me about my book and told me [this issue] had scared
them to death. ‘This could happen to me,’ they said.”
Fiona*, 62, never saw it coming. One minute she was out on the town with
friends in Sydney’s CBD, celebrating the start of the 2012 Christmas holidays; the next she was in the back of an ambulance as it sped through
Darlinghurst’s festive, neon-lit streets on the way to the nearest emergency department. Her life, as she knew it, was over.
She remembers standing by a railing on a mezzanine floor in the club,
looking at her friends on the dance floor below. It was late, Macklemore
and Ryan Lewis’s Thrift Shop was pumping, the floor heaving. Her mates
gestured for her to join them. She gave them the thumbs-up; she was on
her way.
Just then, a surge in the crowd behind her pushed her up against the
railing; as the press of bodies intensified, worsening the pressure, she
started to lose her balance. The railing, which stopped at her hips, wasn’t
high enough to keep her upright and suddenly, she went over the top of
it, plummeting head-first onto the concrete floor below. She’d lost
three-and-a-half pints of blood before the paramedics even arrived.
I meet Fiona on a sunny spring morning at her home in inner Sydney’s
Woolloomooloo. A large, Mediterranean-blue evil eye amulet hangs on a
silk cord from the front-door knob of her unit, a gift from a friend. “I need
all the help I can get,” she says laughing.
She moved in two years ago, just before her 60th birthday. When she was
first shown this spotless apartment inside a new residential block on this
quiet, leafy street, she cried with gratitude. It had been built by the Women’s Housing Company, an award-winning not-for-profit communityhousing provider for women on limited incomes – and it was the
sanctuary she craved.
She shows me around: the twin silver candelabra on her coffee table
beside a vase of pale pink peonies; plumped cream cushions on a grey
sofa; a natty, Ikea-furnished kitchen and a balcony with views of the city
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and, in the distance, the Harbour Bridge. “I still have anxiety about it
being taken away from me,” she says, the soft burr of a Highlands
accent betraying her long-ago Scottish origins.
In the mid-’80s, she married the love of her life, a “consummate
gentleman” and the father of her only child, a daughter, who is 31 and
lives in South Australia. “But as our tree grew, our branches started to
reach in opposite directions,” she says. “And by the time I was 40, in ’97,
I knew I had to leave.” Fiona moved back to Sydney alone; in time, she
and her husband divorced.

Fiona’s accident in the nightclub left her with two shattered vertebrae at
the base of her skull and an assortment of symptoms, including extreme
vertigo with nausea and vomiting, insomnia, fatigue and short-term
memory loss, which would coalesce over time into a single diagnosis:
acquired brain injury.
Although she’s loquacious, her mind can’t always alight on the word she
wants. “I get frustrated,” she says. “People repeat the question and I get
more frustrated. They think I’m angry. I’m not, I’m just frustrated. But
they label you. Society’s quick to label you.”
Fiona used to work in customer relations for a European luxury goods
company in North Sydney. “I loved my work,” she says. “I thought I’d be
there forever.”
But after three months in hospital, her neck encased in a Miami J collar,
it became clear she wouldn’t be going back. “I didn’t have disability or
income-protection insurance. You don’t, do you, when the sun’s
shining?”
But that wasn’t all. Just before the accident, she’d moved all her belongings out of the workman’s cottage she rented in Surry Hills to a new
address, a share house with a gay couple – one of them a very old
friend – who’d asked if she’d be interested in splitting the rent.
Coming out of hospital, though, she found their phones were dead and
the house empty. Finally, a real estate agent told her the couple had
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done a runner, moved out suddenly without paying the rent, and had
sold all of her stuff – her furniture, clothes and jewellery – for cash to
take with them. There was nothing left.
Physically very fragile, mentally shattered, her only income her sickness
allowance, 2015 found Fiona at her lowest ebb, eking out a miserable
existence inside a Paddington boarding house.
“Lying in bed at night, I’d ask God why He’d let me survive the accident.
Surely not for this hell? It was the darkest period of my life.”
“I was in there with all the dreadfulness of society – men and women
with alcoholism and other substance-abuse problems and mental
afflictions – paying $330 a week for a room with a single bed, a bar
fridge and two hotplates. I didn’t even have a wardrobe.” She starts to
cry. “Homeless in my 50s! I was the only older woman there and I felt
very, very afraid and alone. How had my life come to this?”
Her darkest moments came at night, lying in her bed behind a locked
door, the abject horrors of the communal bathroom down the corridor
behind her for the day.
“God, it was in an appalling state, faeces everywhere … I had a pair of
thongs that I would keep on and then I’d dry my feet when I got back to
my room. All the other residents were much younger than me – and I was
so afraid of their violence and unpredictable behaviour. Lying in bed at
night, I’d ask God why He’d let me survive the accident. Surely not for
this hell? It was the darkest period of my life.”
I ask her why she didn’t call her daughter and ex-husband in South
Australia. “Too much pride,” she says. “And too much shame. Later I told
them some of it, but even now they don’t know the whole story.”
She decided to apply for social housing. “I asked a friend to go with me
to FACS in the city,” she says. “I was so lost I didn’t even know how to ask
for help, but I knew I must be eligible for something. The woman behind
the counter that day – I’ll never forget her – she looked at me and said, ‘I
could be you.’ She gave me a number for the [not-for-profit support
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service] Women’s And Girls’ Emergency Centre [WAGEC] in Redfern. I
went to see them the next day. They said, ‘We’ve been waiting for
you.’ ”
Horrified by conditions inside the boarding house, Rebecca, Fiona’s
caseworker at WAGEC, expedited her into temporary accommodation
before putting her in touch with the Women’s Housing Company. She’s
never stopped feeling grateful to the women who worked together to
get her out of that boarding house and into a unit she still can’t quite
believe is hers. She goes to TAFE in inner-city Ultimo two days a week,
where she’s studying for a Certificate IV in Community Services: “I
want to pay it forward,” she says.
As it turns out, walking into that Mission Australia office three months
ago was the best thing Rhiannon could’ve done. With the help of her
case manager, Ainsley – “my wonderful saviour” – she discovered that
FACS had made a mistake in rejecting her application for priority
social housing three years earlier; now it intended to make amends.
Rhiannon is the new occupier of a one-bedroom unit in northern
Sydney’s Brookvale, minutes from public transport. It’s small – a world
of reduction and altered circumstance circumscribed by its buff walls
and nondescript carpet – but it’s clean and safe. And her furniture,
reminiscent of the quality, time-worn fittings you’d find in an English
country cottage – antique chest, small swing-leaf table, dusky-pink
two-seater sofa and, hanging on the walls, framed sepia photographs of
elegantly dressed forebears (“My grandfather was a timber merchant”) – is warming and cosy.
On the white eiderdown of her bed, newly arrived from her sister in the
UK, is a pair of weighty, custom-made, crewel-embroidered curtains for
the French windows of her new living room that open onto a small
balcony. “I’m a very, very fortunate woman,” says Rhiannon
appreciatively. “I’ve now got a place to live, somewhere to call mine,
and I can feel my confidence coming back.”
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Homelessness is a harsh place filled with demons and sudden, bright
angels. If it has been the most difficult experience of these women’s
lives, they’re determined it won’t be the defining one. Now secure in
their new homes and rediscovering what it feels like to live without
constant fear, they talk of wanting to be useful again – and of helping
others. And there’s time for reflection.
I ask Rhiannon what advice she would give to her faraway self, the
curious 22-year-old standing on the deck of a ship on a bright May
morning 46 years ago.
“The choices you make now are your destiny,” she says. “Keep a strong
eye on your future. You can’t see it now because you’re busy having fun,
but it’ll be here before you know it. Make sure you’re ready.”



Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7; Psalm 32;
Romans 5.12-21; Matthew 4.1-11

Jesus shows us to be careful around those whose
talk is made up of biblical quotations: even Satan
can quote the Bible. Be alert.
Pray that when you read the Bible the Holy
Spirit will lead you to the correct meaning.




Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa,
remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council.

Text:
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Social justice is not a spectator sport
- By Andrew Hamilton
It is both tempting and risky to name significant events as watersheds in
their effect on public attitudes. Tempting, because they have such
immediate impact; risky because in many cases nothing seems to
change.
With that qualification, later Australian historians may see the bushfires
as a turning point in people’s attitudes to the environment and to what
they demand of politicians. At a more abstract level, too, they may mark a
shift in the way we think about social justice. As we commemorate the
International Day of Social Justice on the 20th of February, leading to the
Catholic Social Justice Council conference, this bears reflection.
Thought about social justice has developed over many centuries, as can
be seen even in a broad and vastly over-simplified summary. In the premodern world justice was set in the context of relationships between individual persons. It explored what was due to and from people in their
relationships, taking account of the differences in status of the parties
from commoners to kings, women to men, adults to children, and slaves
to free. Today the ways in which their conclusions reflected the unspoken
values of their societies are evident.
Thought about social justice as we know it developed in the nineteenth
century when theorists like Karl Marx responded to the appalling
conditions of the poor by demonstrating the power of institutions and
public attitudes that perpetuated poverty and locked in wealth.
Reflection about justice then needed to take into account not only the
persons involved but the ‘it’: the social structures that shaped their
relationships and often denied the dignity of the poor.
As Catholic reflection on such topics as war, labour relationships,
regulation of large corporations and the treatment of refugees developed, it insisted on the inalienable dignity of each person made and the
importance of personal responsibility, but set this dignity in the context
of the institutional relationships that affirmed or denied it. This led to the
recognition of social as well as personal rights. Their extent and
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importance are disputed among Catholics as well as in the larger
society. Some still see justice primarily in terms of personal
relationships; others give greater importance to the institutional
relationships that implicitly affirm or deny personal dignity.
More recently the ecological crisis has pointed to a further set of
relationships that shape us as persons, societies and world citizens.
These are our relationships with the natural world of which we are part,
and particularly with the non-human and inanimate world. The bushfires
have burned into our consciousness that our world is threatened by
global warming, and that we are unlikely to pass on to our descendants
a nurturing and fruitful place. This threat arises from uncontrolled
exploitation of the world for private gain, and is fed by the failure of
political leaders to take it seriously.
'Thinking about social justice is not a spectator sport. It involves
personal reflection on how far its insistence on respect for the dignity of
persons and of the natural world are embodied in our personal
relationships and practices, in the working relationships and practices in
our own institutions, and in our relationships with the public world and
its institutions.'
This reality underlies the further development of reflection on social
justice to embrace our personal, communal and institutional
relationships with the world, our home. Catholic reflection on social
justice has been supercharged by Pope Francis, who in his encyclical
Laudato Si declared the Cry of the Poor and the Cry of the Earth to be
central to faith. He also insisted that neither could be addressed simply
by technological fixes but required personal conversion to see the
world as gift to be respected, a home, and not as a prison or a mine.
In Catholic thinking about social justice, the future challenge is to hold
together the three calls revealed in its history. The first dimension is
always to focus on the inalienable dignity of each human person within
community. This implies both standing with people whose dignity is
violated and insisting that people are not isolated and competitive
individuals but are defined by the relationships in communities.
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The second call is to respect the dignity of each human being within all
the group and institutional relationships that shape our lives — in work,
migration, international relationships, economic settings, freedom of
speech and of religion, respect for diversity and so on. This involves
standing with people whose dignity is violated institutionally, and
insisting that governments and institutions and their representatives be
accountable for what they do.
The third call is to respect the dignity of each human being and of all
beings, seeing them in their interconnections, personal, institutional and
ecological. This involves considering the effect for good or ill upon the
world of the way all human enterprises are conducted, including those in
which we have a part.
Thinking about social justice is not a spectator sport. It involves personal
reflection on how far its insistence on respect for the dignity of persons
and of the natural world are embodied in our personal relationships and
practices, in the working relationships and practices in our own
institutions, and in our relationships with the public world and its
institutions.
That challenge can be faced as a burden, and wielded against others
like the scythe of the Grim Reaper. If so it will not be met. It must be
nurtured by developing a vision of a splendid and interrelated world
whose health will lighten, not darken our lives. That sense is found in the
theme of the Catholic Social Justice Conference: ‘serving communities
with courage and compassion’.

The deadline for any items to be considered for the pew
sheet is 11am on Wednesdays.
Unfortunately, any items received later than this may not
be able to be included because of time constraints.
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We can no longer accept any clothing or
manchester for Life Jacket or the Op Shop as our storage capacity is overflowing.
Due to much needed renovations of the Small Hall
the Op Shop will not reopen until after Easter.
We will let you know when we can accept more donations.

For General Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls
Anglican Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
from 17th February 2020 - 23rd
February 2020 and other donations:


Offertory: $2068



Parish Pantry: $35



Special Donation to Parish
Pantry: $566

TOTAL: $2669
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Account Name: Parish Pantry
Account
BSB:
Account #:

032 062
812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the Community
Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2020
1.15pm-1.45pm
March 17

Conservatorium students Goetz Richter,
celebrating Beethoven’s 250th Birthday

April 28

Nakul Kaushik – Clarinet
John Martin - Piano

May 19

Conservatorium students Goetz Richter

June 16

Titus Grenyer- organist

July 21

Students MLC Burwood

Light refreshments served in the Rectory afterwards
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Address _________________________________________________________________________

Surname ________________________ First Name(s) ___________________________________

Need a new name badge?

Have your details changed recently?

Are you a new parishioner?

Office use

Suburb __________________________________________________ Postcode_______________
Postal address (if different from above) _____________________________________________
Service(s) you normally attend __________

 PR
 NB

Phone (h) ______________________________ Phone (w) _______________________________

I’m already on the roll – my details have changed

I’m new to St Paul’s 

DOB ____________ Occupation _____________________________________________________

Phone (m) ___________________ E-mail _____________________________________________

 WL
 PV
 NSE
Please return
this form to the
Parish Office.

I’m already on the roll – I just need a new name badge
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Pray throughout
the week

Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:

Pray for the Anglican Church –

We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person with
us. May both our parishes be blessed
by the link we are establishing.

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney;
Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and
for all the bishops, priests, deacons and
Religious of the Anglican Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to Pray for the Iglesia
Anglicana de Chile, for its Bishop, The
Most Revd Héctor (Tito) Zavala Muñoz
and for all his clergy and people.

Pray for Fr James and for
Fr Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we support
them as they work among us in Christ’s
name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)
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Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that
we, reaching forth our hands in love,
may bring those who do not know you to
the knowledge and love of you; for the
honour of your name. Amen. (Author
unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them for
such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless,
Lord, your children who now stand
before you in prayer. Help them to
understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with your
Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always
and forever. Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
from despair to hope, from fear to trust;
lead me from hate to love, from war to
peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our
universe.

In love and charity please
remember the recently departed,
especially Brendan Frost & Vince
Hage that God may grant them a place
of refreshment, light and peace.

Pray, too, for, Ian Frederick

Bannister; Keith Linden; Michael Adair
Pray for all in need, especially this Page; George Frederick Wentworth
Sanders; Marion Elizabeth Lyons; Irene
week for anyone feeling abandoned
Betty Campbell; Dorothy Rose; Beryl
or lost. We pray to the Lord our God to
Patricia MacPherson; Frederick John
save them by his love and mercy so
Jack Harding and for any others whose
they may know the joy of knowing
year’s mind falls around this time.

Him.

Pray for the sick and their
carers: Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
let light perpetual shine upon them!

Baseley; Jenny Bounds; John Burns,
June Cameron; Simeon Felt; Anna Felt;
Margaret Hayes; Graeme; Greg; Enid
Kell; Jessie Langenegger; Lily; Clive
Norton; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark
Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Geoff
Riccord; Diane Smith; Elsa & Peter
Sorensen; Jean Storey; Ken Turner;
Dora Whikway; Bob Woods.

Services during this week at St Paul’s
Midweek communion is held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the Chapel of
our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –
Monday 2nd March – Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, missionary (d.672)
Saturday 7th March - Perpetua and her companions, martyrs at Carthage
(d.203)
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Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest
Honorary Priest

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins
rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM
Fr Jim Pettigrew

Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King
Director of Music
Organ Scholar

Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM
Aleksander Mitsios (Organ Scholar)
Bailey Yeates (Junior Organ Scholar)

Rector’s Warden Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
People’s Wardens

Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra
(9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday)
office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au

•
•

•
•

Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community.
With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is
personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life.
We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing.
Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a
funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.

9747 4000

24 HOURS 7 DAYS
www.unityfunerals.com.au

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE
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