

Sunday 8th March 10am3pm - Woodstock
Artisans’ Market



Monday 9th March at
5.30pm - Meditation Group
resumes



Tuesday 10th March at
7.30pm - Tuesday Lenten
Studies in the Rectory



Tuesday 10th March at
5.30pm in the small hall Community Choir



Saturday 14th March Gardening Bee 8.30am11am



Tuesday 17th March at
1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital:
Conservatorium students
Goetz Richter celebrating
Beethoven’s 250th Birthday







Thursday 19th March at
10am in the large hall First Community Hub for
2020
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ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
please introduce yourself to our parish
priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone
wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
or coffee in the parish hall after the service.
You’ll find the hall behind the church.
ELCOME TO

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传
统圣樂圣餐崇拜。

Sunday 8th March 2020
Second Sunday in Lent
Welcome to worship...


8.00 am – Sung Eucharist



9.30 am – Choral Eucharist

Included in this issue …


Sunday 22nd March in the
large hall at 11.45am AGM

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people p.3
of the Eora Nation



Renovation and Relocation

p.6



Holy Communion

p.10

Friday 27th March - Parish
Bus Trip



John Bunyan 60th Anniversary as a priest p.12



Climate justice includes secure public
housing- by Andrew Jackson

p.13

And Much More...
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got ques-

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
and love for all, including God’s
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member
makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize
the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, gender
identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin, economic reality,
family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. We
believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed by
God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim this
welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known the
pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that no
one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with us
as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church
commits to the welcome and inclusion of all persons as children of God
and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist

Year A

Genesis 12.1-4a
The First Reading
Ps 121
The Psalm
Romans 4.1-5(6-12) 13-17 The Epistle
John 3.1-17
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Exodus 17.1-7
Ps 95
Romans 5.1-11
John 4.5-42

The New Service Booklets
Could you kindly return the Service Booklets to the welcomers after
each Service. Thank you.
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News from around St Paul’s
Christian Meditation Group
at St Paul’s
Mondays 5:30PM – 6.15PM in the
Chapel of Our Lady

The flowers by the Baptismal Font
today are in loving memory of

Tyson O’Donnell

Everyone is welcome.

Tuesday Lenten Studies
It is on every Tuesday at 7.30pm in
the Rectory.
The Lenten Study will be Walk with
Jesus by Henri Nouwen.

Artisans’ Market
Today, Sunday 8th of March is the
first Artisans’ Market for 2020.
Thank you to everyone who has
helped in any way either by baking
goods, serving foods, setting up
and packing up. Your help is always
much appreciated.
Below are The Artisans’ Market
Dates for the rest of 2020 (10am3pm):


Sunday 3rd May



Sunday 16th August



Sunday 15th November

Precautionary measures
I have taken advice from medical
doctors and pharmacists through
the week and their advice is that

May he rest in peace and rise
with Christ in glory.
Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine upon
him!

observing basic hygiene
principles, such as regular washing
of one’s hands, is the best defence
against any illness.
If you are ill then please seek
medical advice and then, if your
clinician advises you to do so,
self-isolate yourself from others.

Congratulations Alex and
Natalie!
Yesterday, Fr James officiated at
the wedding of Alex Chambers to
Natalie Stagnitta.
We pray God’s blessing upon them
as they begin their lives together.
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the Small Hall, it is now necessary
for the Parish Choir to be relocated
BCC Premiere of Ukuthula will be at to its own dedicated space for
rehearsal and to house the music
6.00pm on Tuesday 10th March.
library.

Burwood Community Choir
Premiere YouTube

Dates for your calendar

The first Community Hub will be
Thursday March 19th.
Please note that this year Hubs will
be on Thursdays.

It has been decided by the Rector,
Wardens and Parish Council that
the Upper Room in the Large Hall
will become the new Choir Room.

In order to facilitate this move, we
need to purchase a number of items
Wednesday 13th May.
including air conditioning and
The next bus trip will be on Friday specific furniture to ensure the
1st May. We will be travelling to
space can become a fully functional
National Trust properties in the
home for our Choir. We need to
Southern Highlands.
raise $20,000-$25,000. Some
Details to follow shortly.
donations have already been
received and we would be grateful
Gardening Bee
We are planning a Gardening Bee for further contributions to this
important project which we would
on Saturday 14th of March from
like to have completed before
8.30am-11.00am. We would love
some help to remove the weeds that Easter.
have grown after the lovely rain
We thank you for your continuing
we’ve had.
support for the Choir and for its
Life Jacket will restart on

Renovation & Relocation

contribution to the Liturgy.

Sheryl Southwood OAM
As you all know, we received a
grant to renovate the Small Hall to
Director of Music
put in a new kitchen and storage
area in order to improve the use for
the Parish Pantry along with the Op
Shop and Playgroup. As a
consequence of the growing use of
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH,
BURWOOD,
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
22nd MARCH, 2020
AGENDA
(a) to receive the declarations of
those persons then present

(j) to receive a report about
ministry within the parish from
the minister

(b) to determine whether a quorum
(k) to receive a report from the
is present
wardens about the exercise of
(c) to elect a minute secretary
wardens’ functions
(d) to receive apologies
(l) To receive all other reports
(e) to receive notification of the
(m) to receive and pass or otherwise
name of the person appointed
determine on the financial
by the minister as a warden
statements of the wardens
(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to
(n) to receive and pass or otherwise
be wardens
determine on the financial
(g) to determine whether or not
statements of the trustees of
qualified persons should be
Blacket House
elected as members of the
(o) to make such recommendations
parish council and if in the
as it may wish on any matter
affirmative:
connected with the business of
(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9
the church or parish, including
elected persons, and
any matter which it is
appropriate for the wardens or
(ii) to elect qualified persons to be
parish council to deal with
those members
(h) to elect parish nominators
(i) to elect a qualified person or
persons to the office of auditor
of the financial statements and
accounts of the wardens, and

(p) to give directions as to the
confirmation of the minutes of
the meeting at or after its
conclusion
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION DURING LENT
During the Season of Lent the Gospel Acclamation will be:
The Gospeller will say:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
All will respond:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory.
After the Sentence all will respond:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory.


Genesis 12.1-4a; Psalm 121;
Romans 4.1-5, (6-12) 13-17;
John 3.1-17 or Matthew 17.1-9

Jesus tells Nicodemus he must be ‘born’ again – a birth of
water and the Spirit. Our sins must be washed away and
we must be alive with the Spirit’s fire.


Pray that during Lent you will stop anything sinful and begin to become
alive in the Spirit’s power.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Korea,
the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.

Text:

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Thank you St Luke’s Enmore for your donation to Parish
Pantry
Dear Ruth,
It is a delight to hear from you.
I am most grateful to you and to all at the St. Luke’s Opportunity Shop for
your kindness in thinking of those in need. The demand for help from the
Parish Pantry grows every week and by God’s grace and the help of
good friends such as the St. Luke’s Opportunity Shop we are able to care
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for everyone who comes for assistance.

Thank you to the parishioner who
brings a wonderful supply of fresh
fruit and vegetables to the parish
Can you please thank the St. Luke’s
pantry each week.
Opportunity Shop Committee on
my behalf for their kindness and
Thank you to all our volunteers
generosity? Thank you.
who help in a myriad of ways to
bring light and life to our
We hold our fragile and broken
community.
world in our prayers and we pray
for the healing of our world. May
Thank you to CP10 for their kind
Lent be a time when we all turn to gift of $225 to the parish pantry.
God in humility and seek to love
LENTEN GIVING
our neighbour as ourselves.
Each year we are able to do
With my love and thanks and with something positive to support the
every blessing for a holy Lent.
mission of the Church through a
regular and systematic contribution
Peace,
to ABM through the weekly Lenten
James.
Envelopes. Each Sunday we will
receive a Lenten Envelope to allow
Thank yous
Thank you to the parishioner who us to consider what we can share
has kindly supplied hand sanitizer inthe Work ABM does on our
behalf, place our gift in the ABM
for the church.
Envelope and return it via the
Thank you to all who support the
Collection Bag the following
parish pantry, especially CP10 for
Sunday. The ABM Lenten envelope
bringing a lot of extra food & to St
we receive today can be returned
Luke’s Opportunity Shop, Enmore
next Sunday. Read the interesting
for donating $500 towards the
information on the envelope to
parish pantry.
learn more about the work of ABM.
Thank you to Bob Walker for
delivering several boxes of
batteries to the re-cycler.

If you desire a receipt DO NOT
return the Envelope on the Plate
but send DIRECT to ABM – the
Envelope is self-addressed.
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Holy Communion
While it is our faith that the sacraments are means of grace and not of
sickness, they are physically ministered, and we should take physical
care. As well as the specific concern about Cornoavirus, this advice is
generally applicable for all infectious disease.
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1.

Wash Hands. Priests presiding at the Eucharist, communion
administrators and servers are reminded to wash hands. We
strongly advise the use of hand sanitizers immediately before the
Preparation of the Table and Eucharistic prayer.

2.

Do not intinct. Because hands can be as much a source of
pathogens as lips, intinction is no safer than drinking and can
introduce germs into the cup. Intinction (dipping the bread into the
wine) can also threaten those with certain immune or allergic
conditions. For instance, those with gluten intolerance for whom
traces of gluten can be hazardous are at greater risk when other
communicants have dipped their communion wafer into the wine.

3.

Consider receiving Holy Communion in one Kind. It is
Anglican teaching that to receive the sacrament in one kind only
(ie. just the bread) is to receive the sacrament in its entirety. The
celebrant should always receive from the Chalice. Should a
communicant feel ill or not wish to drink from the chalice then he
or she ought to receive the consecrated bread alone. There is no
need at this stage to cease offering the chalice to the congregation.

4.

Visiting. Pastoral visitors to homes and hospitals should
observe all precautions in personal hygiene before and after such
visits.

5.

Greeting of Peace. As hand contact is a way of transmitting
infection, please either bow reverently to one another or pat others
on the shoulder as a way of conveying to others that peace which
God in Christ gives to us.

Baptised Christians from all
traditions are welcome to receive
Communion. All others are
welcome to come forward to
receive a blessing. Please move to
the altar rail.
We also request that people not
use the practice of ‘intinction’ at
Communion (the practice of
dipping the consecrated bread
into the consecrated wine) as it
increases the possibility of
transmitting infection.
If you are concerned about use of
the common cup, it is acceptable
for you to receive Communion in
one kind (i.e. the bread only).

Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has
benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they
have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their
death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills
by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that
generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well
maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest
are invited to do so using these

or a similar form of words: " I
bequeath the sum of $............ to
the Rector and Wardens of the
Anglican parish of St Paul,
Burwood, to be used at their
absolute discretion for the
charitable purposes of the parish."

Donations with Tax
Deductibility
If you would like to make a
donation to the Parish for the
upkeep and maintenance of the
Heritage building it can be done
through the National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW)
St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name
with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney
NSW
Please contact Pam for more
details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National
Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an
address to post it to. Thank you.
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OUTDOORS…
You are invited to John Bunyan 60th Anniversary as
Priest
John Bunyan hopes to mark the 60th anniversary of his ordination as a
priest with BCP Holy Communion at 12 noon, Friday 20th March, at
Christ Church St Laurence, thanks to the kindness of the Rector. This is
not a big occasion like that which last year marked his 60th anniversary
of ordination as a deacon but a very simple service. You might mention
this to any who might like to come. All are welcome.

Smokin' Hombres play at Eryldene garden party 22/3/20
The Australian Garden History Society is celebrating its 40th
anniversary this year, and to do this the Sydney Branch is holding a
garden party at Eryldene, 17 McIntosh St Gordon, on the afternoon on
Sunday 22 March, from 2:00 to 4:30 pm. You can find out more about
the event and book your place here.

https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/events-conference/sydneybranch-garden-party-to-celebrate-the-societys-40th-birthday/
Spencer White and Mark Atherton as the Smokin' Hombres, play guitar
duets at various arty events, and have been invited to perform background music at the tea.
This is an opportunity to enjoy one of Australia's most beautiful and
historic houses and gardens, and hope you might enjoy hearing some
classical and jazz duets in the background as you cruise around the
camellias and azaleas.
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READ, AND INWARDLY DIGEST…
Climate justice includes secure public housing
- by Andrew Jackson

As homes burned down and memories were reduced to rubble, Australia
banded together. But what about those who, in some cases, had already
lost everything?
Climate change is here and our homeless population are already
feeling the effects. The public housing system is not keeping up. First,
there’s the quality on the housing. On the 18th of December last year,
Australia experienced its hottest day on record with the national
average temperature reaching a high of 40.9 degrees celsius.
As the bushfires raged and air quality worsened, we were constantly told
to stay indoors, keep cool and be alert for emergency orders on our
phones. But with each public service announcement, we continued to
leave some of our most vulnerable behind.
‘It’s a real risk… even death,’ Kate Colvin, Acting CEO of Council to
Homeless Persons said, speaking of the dangers climate change pose to
people living in low-quality housing. ‘If people have housing that can be
cooled with air conditioning then they are better able to close the house
up and be better protected. We’re hoping the State Government
improves that because this summer has shown how important it is to be
living in homes that are well insulated and have cooling.’
There is currently no national policy requiring public housing to
provide cooling systems. Rather, it is a state issue but they are only
permitted to provide tenants with housing that is 'fit for habitation.'
A report from Mallee Family Care and the University of Sydney
studied the Victorian town of Mildura and found rental and public
housing ‘is often substandard and unsafe and poorly adapted to high
temperatures.’ It also concluded these added stresses increase incidents
of family violence, substance abuse and have a deep impact on the
mental health of occupants.
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Then there is the fact that most of us are already aware of — there is a
housing shortage in Australia. According to the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare, nationwide there were 140,600 applicants on the
waiting list for public housing in June 2018.
And if the uncertainty of waiting for housing isn’t enough, once you are
granted housing the only guarantee of having air conditioning is if you
have a proven medical condition.
We've seen bushfires, heatwaves, floods and hail in Australia since the
new year. Climate action needs to happen. But we also need to ask
whether the public housing system is sustainable for the future.
With our climate becoming more unpredictable, it makes sense to
combat both the housing and climate crises at the same time. Upgrading
existing and building future housing with renewable energy would make
public housing both more affordable and better suited for the changing
climate.
I volunteer for Orange Sky Australia, a mobile shower and laundry
service for the homeless, with services across 24 locations nationwide. I
spoke with one woman at our service, who had been on the streets for six
years.
She recently secured housing but shuddered at the thought of sleeping
rough the past weekend, recalling long nights spent riding the train from
Central to Kiama just to have somewhere protected from the elements.
Homelessness is so much more than whether you have a roof over your
head. It is a sense of powerlessness and a lack of security, waiting up for
the last train to anywhere, as long as the trip is long.
At least all of Sydney’s trains are air conditioned. If we want to help more
people get off the streets public housing should be too.
Andrew is a third-year journalism student studying at the
University of Technology Sydney. He works as a producer at Fox
Sports Australia and volunteers for Orange Sky Australia, a
non-for-profit organisation which provides shower and laundry
services for the homeless.
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Do we need new laws to protect religious freedom in
Australia? - By Fr Frank Brennan (PART 1)
Father Frank Brennan SJ AO delivered the sixth annual Barry O’Keefe
Memorial Lecture at the Australian Catholic University in North Sydney
on Wednesday, 19 February 2020. This is an edited version of that lecture.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was proclaimed by
the UN General Assembly in 1948 as “a common standard of achievement
for all peoples and all nations.” The drafters consulted a broad range of
thinkers, including religious and philosophical greats such as Pierre
Teilhard de Chardin SJ, Mahatma Gandhi and Aldous Huxley. Teilhard
counselled the drafters to focus on “man in society” rather than the
human being as an individual. The right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion or belief was recognised in the UDHR,
providing:
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom,
either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and
observance.
When marking the sixtieth anniversary of the UDHR in 2008, Irish poet
Seamus Heaney said:
Since it was framed, the Declaration has succeeded in creating an
international moral consensus. It is always there as a means of highlighting abuse if not always as a remedy: it exists instead in the moral
imagination as an equivalent of the gold standard in the monetary
system. The articulation of its tenets has made them into world currency
of a negotiable sort. Even if its Articles are ignored or flouted — in many
cases by governments who have signed up to them — it provides a
worldwide amplification system for the “still, small voice.”
A decade ago, the newly elected Rudd government set up a national
human rights consultation. I was privileged to chair the consultation
which recommended a national Human Rights Act. Neither side of
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politics was much interested in this suggestion. The more conservative
religious leaders were strongly opposed, believing that religious
freedom might be better protected by parliament without legislation
being subjected to judicial oversight for compliance with human
rights generally. Ten years on, they might have cause to think
differently.
Back in 2009, some of the more conservative religious leaders found a
strong ally in Bob Carr, the one-time Labor premier of New South
Wales and then later Minister for Foreign Affairs in the Gillard Labor
government. Carr delighted in telling the story about the visit he
received at his Premier’s Office by the Catholic and Anglican
Archbishops of Sydney. They were seeking exemptions for religious
schools from some provisions of the state’s anti-discrimination law,
which would then permit the schools to teach their doctrine and enact
their practices spared the threat of proceedings in any tribunal
investigating whether their employment or enrolment practices were
discriminatory. Carr indicated that without a Human Rights Act, this
arrangement could be reached on a simple handshake with a meeting
of the premier and the two archbishops. He joked that he felt as if he
was solving the Reformation.
But a decade on, such an arrangement is far less likely to occur and
even less likely to pass muster if publicised. Religious groups, like
political parties, may well have an entitlement to employ staff who are
willing to get with the program. Religious groups, like any other
special interest groups in the community, need to be able to give an
account of themselves — especially if the services they are delivering
are funded in part by the taxpayer.
The Queensland parliament has now legislated a human rights charter
similar to that adopted by the parliaments in Victoria and the ACT.
These charters are weak forms of human rights protection by way of
judicial review of majoritarian parliamentary intrusions. They do not
empower the judges to strike down laws that are incompatible with
human rights, but merely to make a declaration of incompatibility and
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leaving it to Parliament to decide whether to put right the human rights
deficit highlighted by the courts.
That’s why these legislative instruments are rarely invoked in the courts.
Lawyers and their clients are more interested in getting a final, costeffective result rather than launching academic test cases which result in
a learned dialogue and standoff between parliament and the courts.
Other Australian jurisdictions, including the Commonwealth, don’t have
even this mild level of available judicial scrutiny and are out of kilter with
other equivalent jurisdictions — such as the UK and New Zealand, which
have their own human rights acts.
In the absence of even a modest human rights act, religious freedom
tends to be treated by means of exemptions for religious bodies or
exceptions for religious behaviour set down in anti-discrimination acts,
such as the Commonwealth’s Sex Discrimination Act. During the 2017
plebiscite campaign on same-sex marriage, many politicians and
advocacy groups agitated or conceded the need for legislation to make
up for the lack of legal protection of religious freedom at a national level.
Religious folk rightly argued that it was no more logical to legislate
religious freedom as an exception or exemption to discrimination laws
than to legislate the right to equality and equal treatment as an
exception or exemption to a religious freedom law. Over time, a right
which is legislated only by way of exception or exemption becomes
suspect and liable to further restriction.
Australia is a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), which further specifies the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion as first enunciated in the UDHR. Article 18 of the
ICCPR is now the main international legal provision protecting freedom
of religion or belief. It provides:
1.Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion. This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or
belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in community
with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in
worship, observance, practice and teaching.
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2.No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to
have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice.
3.Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs may be subject only to
such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect
public safety, order, health or morals or the fundamental rights and
freedoms of others.
4.The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect
for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to
ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity
with their own convictions.
There have been numerous Australian inquiries by parliamentary
committees, the Australian Law Reform Commission and the Australian
Human Rights Commission which have highlighted the need for some
further legislative protection of this right at a Commonwealth level. But
the appetite for such reform in the legal academy has been slight, and in
the past, almost non-existent among the leadership of the mainstream
churches.
Like all competing or conflicting rights, the right to religious freedom is
limited in its scope. There is often a need to balance conflicting rights.
For example, Article 26 of the ICCPR recognises the right of all persons
to equality and to non-discrimination on certain grounds — including
religion. Article 26 provides:
All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any
discrimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law
shall prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and
effective protection against discrimination on any ground such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth or other status.
The most recent report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion
and belief to the UN Human Rights Council notes:
[T]he jurisprudence of the Human Rights Committee and the regional
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human rights courts uphold that it is not permissible for individuals or
groups to invoke “religious liberty” to perpetuate discrimination against
groups in vulnerable situations, including lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex persons, when it comes to the provision of
goods or services in the public sphere.
In the wake of the same-sex marriage plebiscite, the Australian challenge
has been to strike the right balance between the right to freedom of
religion or belief for religious educators and the rights to equality and
non-discrimination for teachers and students.

The recommendations of the Ruddock Religious Freedom Review
I served on the Ruddock Religious Freedom Review set up after the same
-sex marriage plebiscite. We provided our expert panel report to the
Turnbull government in May 2018. The Expert Panel conceded that, in
theory, there is a major lacuna in the array of anti-discrimination
legislation. If you legislate to prohibit discrimination on the basis of
gender, sexual orientation, age, race or disability, why not on the basis of
religion? Our report was not released until December 2018 by the
Morrison government. We recommended both a tweaked tightening of
the exemptions for religious bodies in the Sex Discrimination Act and the
introduction of a Religious Discrimination Act.
The delay of the release of the report and the shambolic handling of its
publication highlighted the political problem with our recommendations.
The Turnbull wing of the Liberal Party favoured the tweaked tightening
of the Sex Discrimination Act provisions, but not the introduction of a
Religious Discrimination Act. The Morrison wing of the Liberal Party
were troubled by the former but attracted to the latter.
I constantly meet well-educated, compassionate human rights advocates
who view religion as a hangover from a long past era. While conceding
that human rights are universal and inalienable, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated, they basically think that freedom of religion is more
trouble than it is worth. They find religious belief and practice marked by
notions of tradition, authority, ritual and permanent commitment
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mystifying and counter-productive. They prize individualism, freedom,
personal autonomy and non-discrimination. They not only welcome
increasing manifestations of the secular with a strict separation of
church and state, they also relish increased secularisation of society
with less reliance and respect being shown to the religious inclination
which is quarantined to the sole preserve of the individual’s private life
— not to be shared in polite company and not to be aired on the public
airwaves. Or if aired ever so briefly, to be silently tolerated or publicly
declaimed.

Both sides of politics are agreed that it is time to repeal section 38(3) of
the Sex Discrimination Act, which allows a religious educational institution to discriminate against a student on the basis of sexual orientation,
gender identity, marital or relationship status or pregnancy provided
they discriminate “in good faith in order to avoid injury to the religious
susceptibilities of adherents of that religion or creed.” I welcome this
bipartisan commitment of the parliament, but I despair at our
parliament’s protracted delay and incapacity to deliver on this
commitment.
Religious schools should not be able to discriminate against students on
the basis of their sexual orientation or gender identity. But religious
schools should remain free to teach their doctrine respectfully and
reasonably, in season and out of season. And the law should make that
perfectly clear. We all need to concede that some religious teachings
can be confronting and upsetting. But it is not for the state to rewrite the
Bible or the Qur’an.

Let’s consider an example that has nothing to do with sexuality. Jesus
was fearless in his condemnation of wealth (Matthew 19:23-24): “Truly I
tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
heaven. Again, I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
Church schools have to remain free to teach this doctrine even to the
wealthiest children privileged to attend private schools with high fees.
This doctrine can be taught respectfully and reasonably even though it
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is in stark contrast to the lifestyle of many of these students and their
families.
So, too, the teaching of Jesus about marriage and divorce. Yes, there are a
large number of students from blended families who have
experienced divorce, and there will be an increasing number of
students from families with same-sex married parents. There’s no doubt
that Jesus’s teaching on divorce has been counter-cultural for a long
time; so now, his teaching on marriage. A Christian school must be
guaranteed the freedom to teach what Jesus taught, respectfully,
reasonably and counter-culturally: respectfully because the dignity of all
persons must be affirmed; reasonably because a school has a
fundamental educational purpose; and counter-culturally because many
of the things Jesus taught will never appear in the political manifestos of
the Liberal Party or the Labor Party.
As an Expert Panel, the Ruddock Review noted that four of the nine
Australian jurisdictions (including the Commonwealth) allowed religious
schools to discriminate against students on the basis of their gender
identity or sexual orientation; four did not; and then Tasmania allowed
discrimination against new applicants but not against existing students
at a school. Not being elected politicians, we did not see it as our role to
propose major policy changes, but rather to recommend legislative
changes which could be expected to win broad rational support across
the political spectrum, honouring the principles of federal-state
relations.
The Ruddock Review did not want religious schools having the ability to
discriminate adversely against kids. But at the same time, we wanted
religious schools to be able to teach their doctrine reasonably and
respectfully. And we wanted religious schools within reason to be able to
constitute their own faith environment just as a political party creates its
own political environment — by employing staff and attracting volunteers who get the message and want to proclaim it and enact it. Just as
the Greens ought not be required to employ a coal merchant, a Christian
school ought not be required to employ an anti-Christian activist. We did
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not think you should be able to sack a teacher just because they
entered into a same-sex marriage.
If religious freedom is to be better protected in future, it is necessary
that religious citizens develop a more coherent position on the utility of
comprehensive national human rights legislation being enacted and
implemented consistent with the complexities in federal-state
relations. It is also necessary that religious citizens and their leaders
show more regard for the right to equality and equal treatment of
others, especially those who have suffered adverse discrimination from
religious people and organisations in the past. And it’s necessary that
the human rights academy accord universality and indivisibility to all
human rights including the fundamental right to freedom of religion.
Some rights are trumpeted by the mainstream media and the academy;
others are not. Freedom of religion might not be fashionable, but that’s
all the more reason for it to be protected by legislation with judicial
teeth. It’s time to advocate and demonstrate that all rights — including
freedom of religion and the right to equality of treatment — are
universal and inalienable, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated.
On the Ruddock Review, we received over 15,000 submissions and
held 90 public consultation meetings around the country. We incurred
the wrath or displeasure of both ends of the spectrum on the issue of
religious freedom because we did not think there were many major
issues. To quote our report:
The Panel heard repeatedly that religious adherence in Australia is at a
critical juncture. Changing patterns of religious adherence, a loss of
trust in mainstream institutions, and changing social mores are
challenging the traditional role that religion has played in Australian
society … The Panel did not accept the argument, put by some, that
religious freedom is in imminent peril, it did accept that the protection
of difference with respect to belief or faith in a democratic, pluralist
country such as Australia requires constant vigilance.
The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion set out in
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Article 18 of the ICCPR is a human right. Like all human rights, it is a
right enjoyed by human beings, not a right granted to corporations. We
said that the human right to freedom of religion “protects those whose
views on faith or belief change over their lifetime. It is not a protection
for religions. It is a protection, a human right, for the religious, the
non-religious and those who subscribe to other systems of belief.”
Like many previous inquiries, we did accept that there was a shortfall in
the federal legal architecture for the protection of religious freedom.
Despite our being a signatory to the ICCPR, Australia has not passed the
necessary domestic legislation to protect this right.
Most countries similar to ours have legislated some form of national
human rights legislation or placed a bill of rights in their Constitution.
We have done neither. Having chaired the National Human Rights
Consultation for the Rudd government a decade ago, I knew there was
no appetite on either side of the legislative aisle for a national human
rights act.
Many religious groups and religious leaders who, in the past, have been
eloquent opponents of a national human rights act called for a Religious
Freedom Act. We opposed that because we thought it risked privileging
some rights over others without providing a comprehensive means for
resolving any conflict of rights. We spelled out our reasons:
[We] did not support enactment of a standalone Commonwealth
enactment of this kind at this time. Specifically protecting freedom of
religion would be out of step with the treatment of other rights.
Moreover, the statutory expression of positive rights would need to be
carefully crafted having regard to the need to reconcile them with the
full suite of other human rights. As a matter of practicality, this
necessitates a framework which provides equal treatment for a wide
range of human rights.
But we did see a place for a federal Religious Discrimination Act. We
noted a shortfall in the protection of religious freedom not just at a
national level but also in some of the states. There is a shortfall in the
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NSW and South Australian legislation. Some LGBTI advocates have said
they are opposed to any religious discrimination legislation. I find that
strange. Presumably they are not calling for the repeal of section 14 of the
Victorian Charter of Rights and Responsibilities, which provides:
14. Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief
(1) Every person has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief, including —
(a) the freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his or her
choice; and
(b) the freedom to demonstrate his or her religion or belief in worship,
observance, practice and teaching, either individually or as part of a
community, in public or in private.
(2) A person must not be coerced or restrained in a way that limits his or
her freedom to have or adopt a religion or belief in worship, observance,
practice or teaching.
We thought the Australian Human Rights Commission should be seen to
be treating the protection of religious freedom as part of its day job, this
being a right every bit as important as the other rights within the
purview of the commission. But we did not favour a full-time religious
freedom commissioner. We thought that would risk a Balkanisation of the
commission in the present climate.
Since the Ruddock Review, many religious groups have continued to
agitate for a religious freedom act. We thought something more modest
and more consistent with present federal laws would be appropriate. If
you have a Sex Discrimination Act, age discrimination legislation,
disability discrimination legislation and a Racial Discrimination Act, then
why not a religious discrimination act? We recommended “that steps be
taken … to develop a Commonwealth Religious Discrimination Act
directed at the provision of comprehensive protection against
discrimination based on religious belief or activity, including the
absence of religious belief.”
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Mind you, we saw that even a Religious Discrimination Act would have
some added complexity. In a pluralistic democratic society like
Australia, there is probably a fair consensus on the exceptions which
should be permitted for women or Aborigines to set up exclusive
arrangements for themselves, even in the public square with taxpayer
assistance. When people want to gather or act exclusively in a group on
the basis of some unchangeable, readily identifiable characteristic, it is
easy enough to set the legal limits on acceptable positive
discrimination. When people want to gather or act exclusively in a
group on the basis of their religious beliefs, especially when those
beliefs motivate them to provide public services and to evangelise, it is
a more complex task to set the legal limits on acceptable positive
discrimination.
While it is unacceptable to have public affirmations that one race or
gender is better or preferable to another, it’s not quite the same with
religion. Afterall, most religious believers voluntarily follow their
particular religion because they believe it is the one true religion or the
better or preferable religion. That does not, or should not, cause offence
to people of other religious faiths or to unbelievers, provided there is
mutual tolerance in the public square of all faiths and none. The
common good of a pluralistic society is well served when
co-religionists are able to associate together in groups and
organisations which enhance their distinctive religious ethos, while
contributing to the needs of society through the provision of services
delivered in a non-discriminatory way. Ronan McCrea puts it well:
religion raises different problems and is the basis of very different
claims in different contexts. Sometimes it should be seen as a belief
akin to political beliefs, other times it is a right to treat it as something
closer to ethnic or racial identity. Designing legal rules for such a shape
- shifting phenomenon that is viewed in so different ways by different
people in so many different contexts is immensely difficult.

25

Anglican Bishop Stephen Pickard gives homily at
ecumenical service to open parliament
- By Stephen Cauchi

The Lord’s Prayer was a powerful way of dealing with the challenges of
Australia’s devastating bushfires, Australia’s federal politicians were told
at the service to mark the new year of Parliament.
Bishop Stephen Pickard, who is Executive Director of the Australian
Centre for Christianity and Culture and Professor of Theology at Charles
Sturt University, gave the homily at the ecumenical service, held at St
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Canberra, on 4 February.
Professor Pickard, the Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of Canberra and
Goulburn, said that he had been involved in bushfire evacuations on the
NSW south coast and returned home to the choking bushfire smoke in
Canberra.
“My youngest daughter, Miriam, and I were talking about the events of
the recent weeks. The heartache, loss, anger, bewilderment at the forces
of nature,” he said.
“So what kind of resources do we have to help flesh out our prayer, give
it some bite, cause us to act? Enter the Lord’s Prayer. This prayer has it
all.”
The prayer focused on our worship, identified our yearnings, needs,
failures, fears and hopes, and speaks to our fundamental
responsibilities, said Professor Pickard.
“Perhaps when Parliament resumes today you might ponder the words
of this prayer as they ring in your ears and you can fill in the blanks as
the Spirit leads.
“May the prayer of Jesus take root in our lives and inform the
deliberations of this new session of Parliament. And as you begin your
work for this year know that you do so with the prayers of many
Australians. And may God’s kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.”
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Professor Pickard said the Lord’s
Prayer reached the “deepest
caverns” of the human heart. It was
“mobile, powerful, universal,
convicting and opens up the heart
of God”, he said.
The verse “your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven,” was a prayer for an
earthy, grounded faith, he said.

overturned, grief abounds and the
human spirit is stretched to its
limits.”
The verse “Give us each day our
daily bread” was important to
remember given Australia’s vast
wealth, said Professor Pickard.

“For those with an abundance of
resources – food, material things,
wealth and power … it is easy to
“Does not the human heart long
become smug and self-satisfied
for the kingdoms and rulers of this and forget the giver of the gift,” he
age to give way to the merciful,
said.
loving and wise God; and leaders
In contrast, “what of those with not
after God’s heart?
enough sustenance for mind, body
“Maybe … as we consider the
and spirit? They lack daily bread:
challenges before us, we might
security, food, dwelling,
dare to pray for an “earthly Christi- community, purpose, voice, rights,
anity” and in so doing pray for ears representation. It generates
to hear the cry of this country and frustration and anger and arises
its First Peoples.”
out of a sense of being ignored.”
Professor Pickard said that the
prayer called Australians to “faith
and action for the common good.”
“I wondered what might a
Government policy look like that
offered a glimpse, however
fleeting, of heaven upon earth?
“How poignant to pray this prayer
as the earth of this country is
turned black, people’s lives

“Give us this day our daily bread”
was a prayer for sustenance in our
lives, care for each other, care for
the earth and its climate and care
for this country and its people.
This prayer had been answered
during the bushfires by the
remarkable generosity of people
helping one another, said
Professor Pickard.

27

We can no longer accept any clothing or
manchester for Life Jacket or the Op Shop as our
storage capacity is overflowing.
Due to much needed renovations of the Small Hall
the Op Shop will not reopen until after Easter.
We will let you know when we can accept more donations.

For General Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls
Anglican Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
Account
BSB:
Account #:

032 062
812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the Community
Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
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Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
from 24th February 2020 - 1st March
2020 and other donations:

≈ Offertory: $2739
≈ Parish Pantry: $65
≈ Special Donations to
Parish Pantry: $725
≈ Building Fund: $10
TOTAL: $3539
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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INDOORS…

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH BURWOOD
LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2020
1.15pm-1.45pm
March 17

Conservatorium students Goetz Richter,
celebrating Beethoven’s 250th Birthday

April 28

Nakul Kaushik – Clarinet
John Martin - Piano

May 19

Conservatorium students Goetz Richter

June 16

Titus Grenyer- organist

July 21

Students MLC Burwood

Light refreshments served in the Rectory afterwards
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OUTDOORS...
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Address _________________________________________________________________________

Surname ________________________ First Name(s) ___________________________________

Need a new name badge?

Have your details changed recently?

Are you a new parishioner?

Office use

Suburb __________________________________________________ Postcode_______________
Postal address (if different from above) _____________________________________________
Service(s) you normally attend __________

 PR
 NB

Phone (h) ______________________________ Phone (w) _______________________________

I’m already on the roll – my details have changed

I’m new to St Paul’s 

DOB ____________ Occupation _____________________________________________________

Phone (m) ___________________ E-mail _____________________________________________

 WL
 PV
 NSE
Please return
this form to the
Parish Office.

I’m already on the roll – I just need a new name badge
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Pray throughout
the week

Pray for, St Matthew’s,
Zababdeh, (West Bank,
Palestinian Territorries), our
Anglican Communion Partner:

Pray for the Anglican Church –

We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his
ministry in the parish. We remember
also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St
Matthew’s partnership link person with
us. May both our parishes be blessed
by the link we are establishing.

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of
Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney;
Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and
for all the bishops, priests, deacons and
Religious of the Anglican Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to Pray for the Province
de L'Eglise Anglicane Du Congo, for
its Bishop, The Most Revd Zacharie
Masimango Katanda and for all his
clergy and people.

Pray for Fr James and for
Fr Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we support
them as they work among us in Christ’s
name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)
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Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that
we, reaching forth our hands in love,
may bring those who do not know you to
the knowledge and love of you; for the
honour of your name. Amen. (Author
unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them for
such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless,
Lord, your children who now stand
before you in prayer. Help them to
understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with your
Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always
and forever. Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
from despair to hope, from fear to trust;
lead me from hate to love, from war to
peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our
universe.

Pray for all in need, remembering
especially this week all those who are
distressed. May the light of God’s love
warm their hearts and May His Holy
Spirit be their comforter.

Pray for the sick and their carers:

In love and charity please
remember the recently
departed,especially Bishop Ivan Lee
that God may grant them a place of
refreshment, light and peace.

Pray, too, for, Luke Edgar Burchell,
Jack Salisbury, Tyson Steven Jaye
O’Donnell, Edith Hook, Iris May Hulme,
Keith Porter, Betty Margaret Barber and
for any others whose year’s mind falls
around this time.
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
let light perpetual shine upon them!

Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret Baseley;
Jenny Bounds; John Burns, June
Cameron; Simeon Felt; Anna Felt;
Margaret Hayes; Graeme; Greg; Enid
Kell; Jessie Langenegger; Lily; Clive
Norton; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark
Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord;
Diane Smith; Elsa & Peter Sorensen; Jean
Storey; Ken Turner; Dora Whikway; Bob
Woods.

Services during this week at St Paul’s
Midweek communion is held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the Chapel of
our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –
Monday 9th March – Sister Emma SSA, Superior of the Society of the Sacred
Advent, Queensland (d.1939)
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Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest
Honorary Priest

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins
rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM
Fr Jim Pettigrew

Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King
Director of Music
Organ Scholar

Mrs Sheryl Southwood OAM
Aleksander Mitsios (Organ Scholar)
Bailey Yeates (Junior Organ Scholar)

Rector’s Warden Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
People’s Wardens

Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra
(9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday)
office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au

•
•

•
•

Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community.
With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is
personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life.
We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing.
Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a
funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.

9747 4000

24 HOURS 7 DAYS
www.unityfunerals.com.au

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE
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