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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal               p.3                              

of the people Eora Nation  

 Renovation and Relocation        p.6 

 Sacristan           p.9 

 Holy Communion                  p.11 

 Do we need new laws to protect                 p14-19     

religious freedom in Australia?  (PART 2) 

        And Much More... 

     Sunday 15th March 2020        
      Third Sunday in Lent 

    Welcome to worship...  

 8.00 am –  Sung Eucharist  

 9.30 am –  Choral Eucharist   

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 Monday 16th March at 

5.30pm - Meditation Group  

 Tuesday 17th March at 

1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital: 

Conservatorium students 

Goetz Richter celebrating 

Beethoven’s 250th Birthday 

 Tuesday 17th March at 

7.30pm - Tuesday Lenten 

Studies in the Rectory  

 Tuesday 17th March at 

5.30pm in the small hall -   

Community Choir  

 Thursday 19th March at 

10am in the large hall - 

Community Hub  

 Sunday 22nd March in the 

large hall at 11.45am - 

AGM  

 Tuesday 28th April at 

1.15pm - Lunchtime Recital: 

Nakul Kaushik – Clarinet 

John Martin - Piano 

 Friday 1st May - Parish Bus 

Trip to National Trust             

properties in the Southern 

Highlands.      

 Sunday 3rd May at 10am- 

Artisans’ Market at             

Woodstock Community 

Centre  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got ques-

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 
Wangal people of the Eora                    
Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member 

makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize 

the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, gender                       

identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,   economic reality,                       

family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. We              

believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed by 

God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim this 

welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known the 

pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that no 

one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with us 

as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican Church 

commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  children of God 

and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

Bible Readings       Year A    Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist       for next Sunday 

Exodus 17.1-7                 The First Reading   1 Samuel 16.1-13                                                                             

Ps 95                                The Psalm               Ps 23                                                   

Romans 5.1-11                 The Epistle             Ephesians 5.8-14                                     

John 4.5-42                       The Gospel          John 9.1-41  

The New Service Booklets 

Could you kindly return the Service Booklets to the welcomers after 

each Service. Thank you. 
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Christian Meditation Group 
at St Paul’s 

Mondays 5:30PM – 6.15PM in the 

Chapel of Our Lady 

Everyone is welcome. 

Tuesday Lenten Studies 

It is on every Tuesday at 7.30pm  

in the Rectory.  

The Lenten Study will be Walk with 

Jesus by Henri Nouwen. 

Artisans’ Market  

The Artisans’ Market Dates for 2020 

(10am-3pm): 

 Sunday 3rd May 

 Sunday 16th August 

 Sunday 15th November  

Precautionary measures 

I have taken advice from medical 

doctors and pharmacists and their 

advice is that observing basic             

hygiene principles, such as regular 

washing of one’s hands, is the best 

defence against any illness. 

If you are ill then please seek                

medical advice and then, if your                    

clinician advises you to do so,                 

self-isolate yourself from others. 

LENTEN GIVING 

Each year we are able to do              

something positive to support the 

mission of the Church through a 

regular and systematic contribution 

to ABM through the weekly Lenten 

Envelopes.  Each Sunday we will  

receive a Lenten Envelope to allow 

us to consider what we can share in 

the Work ABM does on our                   

behalf, place our gift in the ABM 

Envelope and return it via the              

Collection Bag the following                     

Sunday. The ABM Lenten envelope 

we receive today can be returned 

next Sunday. Read the  interesting 

information on the envelope to 

learn more about the work of ABM. 

If you desire a receipt DO NOT               

return the Envelope on the Plate 

but send DIRECT to ABM – the                       

Envelope is self-addressed. 

News from around St Paul’s 

Used Stamps 

If you have any used stamps then please 

bring them to Church with you and leave 

them in the box at the back of  the 

Church as these earn money for the work 

of the Anglican Board of Mission –        

Australia.  

Leave at least a 2cm border around 

stamps. 
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Dates for your calendar 

The first Community Hub will be this Thursday March 19th.                                  

Please note that this year Hubs will be on Thursdays.                                         

Everyone is welcome. 

The next bus trip will be on Friday 1st May. We will be travelling to           

National Trust properties in the Southern Highlands.                                      

Details to follow shortly. 

Life Jacket will restart on Wednesday 13th May. 

Renovation & Relocation 

As you all know, we received a grant to renovate the Small Hall to put in a 

new kitchen and storage  area in order to improve the use for the Parish 

Pantry along with the Op Shop and Playgroup. As a consequence of the 

growing use of the Small Hall, it is now necessary for the Parish Choir to 

be relocated to its own dedicated space for rehearsal and to house the 

music library.  

It has been decided by the Rector, Wardens and Parish Council that the 

Upper Room in the Large Hall will become the new Choir Room. 

In order to facilitate this move, we need to purchase a number of items 

including air conditioning and specific furniture to ensure the space can 

become a fully functional home for our Choir. We need to raise                          

$20,000-$25,000. Some donations have already been received and we 

would be grateful for further contributions to this important project 

which we would like to have completed before Easter. 

We thank you for your continuing support for the Choir and for its                 

contribution to the Liturgy.  

Sheryl Southwood OAM 

Director of Music 
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH, 

BURWOOD,                                                          

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

22nd MARCH, 2020                                                                            

AGENDA 

(a) to receive the declarations of 

 those persons then present 

(b) to determine whether a quorum 

 is present 

(c) to elect a minute secretary 

(d) to receive apologies 

(e) to receive notification of the 

 name of the person appointed 

 by the minister as a warden 

(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to 

 be wardens 

(g) to determine whether or not 

 qualified persons should be 

 elected as members of the            

 parish council and if in the  

 affirmative: 

(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 

 elected persons, and 

(ii) to elect qualified persons to be 

 those members 

(h) to elect parish nominators 

(i) to elect a qualified person or 

persons to the office of auditor 

of the financial statements and 

accounts of the wardens, and 

 

 

 

 

(j) to receive a report about           

 ministry within the parish from 

 the minister 

(k) to receive a report from the  

wardens about the exercise of 

wardens’  functions 

(l) To receive all other reports 

(m) to receive and pass or otherwise 

 determine on the financial                  

 statements of the wardens 

(n) to receive and pass or otherwise 

determine on the financial                   

statements of the trustees of 

Blacket House 

(o) to make such recommendations 

 as it may wish on any matter                  

 connected with the business of 

 the church or parish, including 

 any  matter which it is  

 appropriate for the wardens or 

 parish council to deal with 

(p) to give directions as to the           

 confirmation of the minutes of 

 the meeting at or after its  

 conclusion 
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Congratulations to the Newly Baptized! 

Today, we welcome into the family of God, the Church, 

through the sacrament of Holy Baptism,  Téodor Edward 

Saidi. 

Please pray for Téodor, his parents and Godparents that they may know 

God’s presence in their lives and be enfolded with God’s love. 

Gardening Bee 

We thank all those who worked so hard yesterday to garden and to weed 

in our beautiful grounds and to keep them looking wonderful. 

World Day of Prayer 

We thank everyone who made the World Day of Prayer such a wonderful 

success. 

Graham Norman helped organize the Service, Elizabeth Sherlock-

Thompson preached a fine sermon, Fr. Michael Deasey played the             

Organ beautifully, Sheryl Southwood prepared the hymn sheet, Joy           

Brandy organized the refreshments along with Jane Carrick and Bob 

Woods and Mary Purnell and a team of others, and Margaret Whittaker 

was a wonderful Welcomer. 

All in all it was a great team effort and a fine Service. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION DURING LENT 

During the Season of Lent the Gospel Acclamation will be: 

The Gospeller will say:                                                                                                        

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

All will respond:                                                                                                                     

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory. 

After the Sentence all will respond: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjawpX1iYHZAhXIgLwKHQqQC3YQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Fcross-dove-image-vector-clip-28605114&psig=AOvVaw3FwoBqdARlKArK6jdD0ub
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Sacristan 

After serving for many years as our Sacristan, Graham Norman is                 

passing the baton on to Elizabeth Sherlock-Thompson. 

Graham has served God and God’s people here at St. Paul’s faithfully and 

well as our Sacristan and we thank Graham most sincerely for his loving 

devotion and service. 

We wish Elizabeth every blessing as she takes on this very important 

role. 

Burwood Community Choir 

BCC had its premier Performance last Tuesday night with Ukuthula being 

launched on YouTube. Choir members waited with baited breath and up 

it came right on time.  

I hope you had a chance to see it. For a new choir of mostly inexperi-

enced singers it was pretty special. Karen has done a wonderful job 

bringing all the voices together and the result was out there for everyone 

to witness. In the words of Jane and Bob it was an:  

  "Absolutely stunning performance  

    More please" 

And more there will be. Our thanks go to Lenny and Winnie for the                     

photography and to Lenny who did a fine job of bringing the film into              

being. It was a truly professional job.  

New members are always welcome. For more information contact                       

Barbara Stone on: barbarastoneam@gmail.com  

or just come along - Tuesday nights at 5.30pm - 7.00pm.  

If you missed the video or want to see it again  just Google YouTube and 

Burwood Community Choir at St Paul's, Premier of Ukuthula. 
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Woodstock Artisan’s Market 

The forecast on Sunday 8th March for the Artisan’s Market was partly 

cloudy, slight chance of rain. This sounded like it would be a perfect day! 

The day dawned overcast but fine, soon the rain started and continued 

for some of the morning.  

Our tables had to be moved out of the weather as did the coffee van 

which took over much of our usual space. This meant the serving tables 

were split into two areas. The jams/cakes table was also tucked away in 

the inside area. 

The clientele were certainly down on previous markets, maybe due to the 

weather, maybe the Coronavirus. Despite the smaller number of people 

we did manage to make a profit of $411.55 on the Gourmet Teas and  

$418 on the jams/cakes. 

Thank you to Jane & Bob Woods and all the helpers who worked so hard 

on the day setting up, selling, preparing, washing up and clearing away.  

We will look forward to the next one which will be Sunday 3rd May. 

Mother’s Day Raffle 

Tickets are now available for the Mother's Day  

Raffle. $2 each or 3 for $5. Another very popular 

Tiffany lamp is available as the main prize along 

with many others. 

Small pots for plants If anyone has any small pots 

lying around in the garage/garden suitable for potting we would be                           

interested in having them. Thank you.  

Please see Mary Purnell or Pam Brock. 

There will be some cakes for sale on the Trading Table after the 

9.30am service along with the usual jams/chutneys 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjq0cnq8JHhAhUEhuYKHb4ADhUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eyesoftheworldimportsboise.com%2Fmothers-day-raffle-win-150-shopping-spree%2F&psig=AOvVaw2uYWhX2Quk
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Holy Communion 

While it is our faith that the sacraments are means of grace and not of 

sickness, they are physically ministered, and we should take physical 

care. As well as the specific concern about Coronavirus, this advice is                      

generally applicable for all infectious disease. 

1. Wash Hands. Priests presiding at the Eucharist, communion                    

 administrators and servers are reminded to wash their hands. We  

 strongly advise the use of hand sanitizers immediately before the 

 Preparation of the Table and Eucharistic prayer. 

2. Receive Holy Communion in one Kind. It is Anglican teaching 

that to receive the sacrament in one kind only (ie. just the  bread) is 

to receive the sacrament in its entirety.  The celebrant should                 

always receive from the Chalice.  

3. Visiting. Pastoral visitors to homes and hospitals should                     

observe all precautions in  personal hygiene before and after such 

visits. 

4. Greeting of Peace. As hand contact is a way of transmitting                          

infection, please bow reverently to one another as a way of                      

conveying to others that peace which God in Christ gives to us.  

Baptised Christians from all traditions are welcome to receive                         

Communion. All others are  welcome to come forward to receive a 

blessing at the altar rail. 

 

Mothering Sunday to be observed next week  

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is Mothering Sunday giving us the                       

opportunity to thank God for all those who have nurtured us in our                        

journey of life and faith, especially our mothers. We also give thanks to 

God for the Church which has nurtured us in our journey of life and 

faith as well. To celebrate Mothering Sunday we will have Simnel Cake. 
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      NEWS ON NEPAL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MSPN – The New Life Center provides a transitional haven for HIV-positive children 
and their caretakers, most of whom are infected mothers. The program’s doctor,                 
nutritionist, and staff provide educational activities for the children and helpful trainings 
for the adults. Residents receive nutritious meals, medical care, and psychological 
counseling. This holistic approach is the only program of its kind for HIV-positive                 
children in Nepal. 

HIV and AIDS easily invites numerous infections and malnutrition in children. Over 
80% of the children arrive at the center acutely undernourished and full of                               
opportunistic infections. Three months after arriving at the Center, more than 90 per-
cent of the children return home at a normal weight, free of associated infections. The 
mothers return with a working knowledge of hygiene, nutrition, and infection preven-
tion, helping to prolong their child’s life. On average, the New Life Center serves 72 
children and their caretakers per year. Help us continue to provide holistic, life-saving 
treatment for HIV-positive children and their mothers.  

 

 
Impoverished children 

with HIV/AIDS receive 

treatment and mothers 

learn how to care for 

their infected                        

children.  

At 10 months of age, Bishnu Raidash lost his 

mother to AIDS and was also diagnosed with 

the disease. He arrived at NYF’s New Life                         

Center severely under-nourished, suffering 

from hepatitis, tuberculosis, and a urinary 

tract infection. Wounds covered his body. A 45

-day course of treatment cured Bishnu’s                

infections and returned his weight to normal. 

He left the Center feeling much better, with HIV 

only. 

Nepali children infected with HIV/AIDS face               

social isolation, medical neglect, and physical 

and emotional abandonment. The government 

offers limited treatment programs. Hospitals 

refuse to provide medical care. Schools shut 

their doors. Non-infected children won’t play 

with them, and they’re banned from village                     

activities. The children quickly become very 

sick, and feel brutally ostracized.  



13 

You are invited to John Bunyan 60th Anniversary as Priest 

John Bunyan hopes to mark the 60th anniversary of his ordination as a 

priest with BCP Holy Communion at 12 noon, Friday 20th March, at 

Christ Church St Laurence, thanks to the kindness of the Rector.  This is 

not a big occasion like that which last year marked his 60th anniversary 

of ordination as a deacon but a very simple service. You might mention 

this to any who might like to come.  All are welcome. 

Smokin' Hombres play at Eryldene garden party 22/3/20 

The Australian Garden History Society is celebrating its 40th                              

anniversary this year, and to do this the Sydney Branch is holding a              

garden party at Eryldene, 17 McIntosh St Gordon, on the afternoon on 

Sunday 22 March, from 2:00 to 4:30 pm. You can find out more about 

the event and book your place here. 

https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/events-conference/sydney-

branch-garden-party-to-celebrate-the-societys-40th-birthday/ 

Spencer White and Mark  Atherton as the Smokin' Hombres, play guitar 

duets at various arty events, and have been invited to perform back-

ground music at the tea.  

This is an opportunity to enjoy one of Australia's most beautiful and                 

historic houses and gardens, and hope you might enjoy hearing some 

classical and jazz duets in the background as you cruise around the                 

camellias and azaleas. 

OUTDOORS…  

    THANK YOUS 

Thank you to Peter Kloots for packing the beams under the 

large hall.                                                                                                          

    Thank you to Burwood Community Choir for their                

    donation of $800. 

    Thank you to the parishioner who donated $300 to the new  

    choir room.  
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Do we need new laws to protect religious freedom in                       
Australia? - By Fr Frank Brennan (PART 2) 

The politics of religious discrimination 

The Morrison government has decided not to pursue the recommenda-

tion of the Ruddock Review of a clean, lean Religious Discrimination Act. 

Rather, in response to those who have long advocated a Religious                  

Freedom Act, the Morrison government is attempting to formulate what 

we might call a “Religious Discrimination PLUS Bill” which will include 

some bells and whistles you would not expect to find in a standard piece 

of anti-discrimination legislation. They have even formulated specific 

provisions to deal with the controversies relating to Archbishop                      

Porteous’s run-in with the Anti-Discrimination Commissioner in Tasmania 

and Israel Folau’s run-in with Rugby Australia. 

I agree with the Australian Human Rights Commission: “As a matter of 

principle, the Commission considers that legislating for single instances 

is not good legislative practice. As a matter of substance, it may lead to 

unintended and undesirable consequences.” They have also inserted 

provisions overriding State laws such as the Victorian abortion law which 

prohibits doctors from conscientiously refusing to refer patients for  

abortions (including late-term abortions) even when a patient has ready 

access to alternative information and services. I think the Victorian          

provision pays insufficient regard to a doctor’s right to freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion. But I am not convinced that a specific 

Commonwealth override added to an anti-discrimination bill is the way 

to go. 

In a democracy like ours, there is no requirement that government stick 

rigidly to the recommendations of an Expert Panel. And there is nothing 

wrong with those citizens opposed to the findings of the Expert Panel  

agitating for a different legislative outcome. That’s why I have kept out of 

the debate since we submitted our report. 

 

READ, AND INWARDLY DIGEST…  
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I note that those citizens who are anti-religious tend to view the present 

legislative exercise as a piece of special-pleading, pandering to a                   

political interest sympathetic to the more conservative groupings in the 

federal Coalition. Some of the LGBTI groups think this is a rear-guard       

action by the churches and other religious groups who “lost” the                     

plebiscite — even though the evidence shows, for example, that                     

Catholics who voted in the plebiscite voted “yes” at the same rate (or 

slightly higher) as the community generally. 

I think there is little prospect of any “Religious Discrimination PLUS Bill” 

passing the Senate. When such a bill is ultimately rejected by the Senate, 

I do hope that our federal politicians will have the good sense to legislate 

a neat and clean Religious Discrimination Act, and our politicians in the 

NSW and South Australian parliaments will have the good sense to bring 

their legislation up to an appropriate standard honouring our commit-

ments and undertakings under the ICCPR. 

Beware the tyranny of the majority 

There is undoubtedly increased religious antipathy in the Australian 

community. For example, I encounter more anti-Catholicism today than I 

did twenty years ago. Given that all human rights are to be treated equal-

ly, I don’t think it is good enough that religious freedom at a national level 

be treated simply as a catalogue of exceptions or exemptions in the Sex 

Discrimination Act. That leaves the perception that religious folk are                  

always engaged in special pleading, wanting to discriminate adversely 

against others. 

Let me state a few propositions which I think should underpin any law or 

policy in this area. 

Religious schools should be able to exercise a preference for students 

and families who support the school’s religious ethos and who want to 

benefit from that ethos. You mightn’t want to send your kid to such a 

school, and you should have a realistic choice. But society is the better 

when everyone has that choice, and when everyone knows what is                   

involved in making that choice. 
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Religious schools should be able to choose leaders for their staff who 

are animated by and supportive of the school’s religious ethos and be-

liefs. If political parties, women’s groups and Aboriginal organisations 

can be selective in their choice of leaders and staff who “get it” and who 

want to “evangelise their mission,” why shouldn’t religious groups? 

We should not discriminate against our fellow citizens on the basis of 

religion or belief in the provision of public services or in our activities 

in the public square. But neither should we discriminate against our      

fellow citizens on the basis of their sexuality or gender in the provision 

of public services or in our activities in the public square. 

Those running Church schools need to work out how best to accommo-

date all students — including those being brought up by same sex      

couples and those who identify as LGBTI — and how best to treat all 

staff — including those who enter into a civil same sex marriage. We are 

entitled to conduct our institutions consistent with Church teaching but 

not in a manner which discriminates adversely against those of a           

different sexual orientation. We should treat them in the same manner 

as those of a heterosexual orientation. If we were to insist that all           

heterosexual teachers be celibate or living in a sacramental marriage, 

we would have a case for discriminating against teachers in a same sex 

relationship. But given that we turn a blind eye (or perhaps even a      

compassionate and understanding one) to those heterosexual teachers 

not living in a sacramental marriage, we should surely do the same for 

those thought to be living in a same-sex relationship. 

In attempting to legislate these propositions, it is essential that              

government consult widely with the community. The Expert Panel of the 

Ruddock Religious Freedom Review was of the view “that it is important 

that the Government consult widely on draft legislation to avoid any      

unintended consequences.” I continue to think positive religious         

freedom would be best enhanced by a national Human Rights Act. But I 

won’t be waiting for that from any Liberal or Labor government in the 

near future. In Australia, we may have to await the parousia on that one. 
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I note that the two Coalition members who have entered Parliament               

direct from employment in our two Australian Catholic universities have 

taken a firm stand against the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human 

Rights which was created with bipartisan support in response to the      

recommendations of our National Human Rights Consultation. Last year, 

Julian Leeser said, “The presence of the Joint Committee on Human 

Rights, inspired not by an Australian tradition but by international                   

bureaucracies, is a symptom of ‘self-doubt, division and illusion’ and  

represents a loss of liberty.” He thinks, “The Committee is about                       

bureaucrats judging Parliament, rather than the Parliament judging               

human rights.” Last week in Parliament, Celia Hammond added her             

support to Leeser’s campaign to abolish the Committee, telling the 

House of Representatives: “it may be timely for this parliament to                  

consider the purpose, remit and functioning of this committee to                  

ascertain whether it is in fact contributing in any meaningful way to the 

protection of the human rights of Australian citizens.” If anything, I think 

Leeser and Hammond make the case for strengthening the joint                    

committee on human rights, not for abolishing it. 

Convinced that there is no chance of minority parties in the Senate               

signing off on anything more than a clean, lean discrimination law, I won’t 

be too exercised about all the agitation going on presently about the 

bells and whistles that might be added to such a piece of legislation. 

The rethinking by religious conservatives of the need for legislation,               

including a Human Rights Act, to protect religious freedom, ensuring that 

equality does not trump religious freedom and conceding that religious 

freedom ought not trump equality, may simply be a reflection of the                 

political calculation that the elected politicians are now no more likely 

than the unelected judges to privilege religion over equality. There has 

also been a hardening of views by some human rights activists who are 

now opposing any expansion of the patchwork quilt of anti-

discrimination laws to include discrimination on the basis of religion.  

Michael Kirby, a long-time advocate for human rights legislation, has 

warned: 
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Never forget that apartheid in South Africa was ultimately justified by    

reference to the supposed religious condemnation of miscegeny and 

that racial intolerance was based on the alleged inferiority of black peo-

ple traced to contestable Biblical texts … There is a need for considera-

ble caution in elevating every religious opinion to an enshrined legal 

right to hurt and harm others. 

There is still hard work to be done to convince both politicians and  

judges that religious folk are entitled to equal protection of the laws,     

especially when their religious views are at variance with those of the 

general public and the intellectual elite of an increasingly secular          

society and secularist state. That may be because there is not only a 

change of attitude towards religion in Australia, but also a change of      

values. Fewer Australians now value the entitlement of religious folk to 

maintain the religious ethos of their institutions which are in receipt of 

taxpayer funds to provide services to the general community regardless 

of their religious affiliations. They draw the line at religious employers or 

religious service providers discriminating against individuals on the  

basis of unchangeable personal attributes in the name of religious       

freedom. More Australians now value equality and respect for all           

persons wanting to access services or seek employment regardless of 

their gender or sexual orientation. If the values are changing, so too will 

the laws and policies. That would be the case whether or not Australia 

had a constitutional or legislative bill of rights. 

But then again, recourse to community values should not be a foil for 

majoritarian sentiment wanting to deny the just entitlements of an          

unpopular misunderstood minority. In the month before the High Court 

in Mabo recognised the rights of Aboriginal Australians to their               

traditional lands in accord with community values, Justice Gerard         

Brennan dissented in a case where his fellow judges authorised a non-

therapeutic sterilisation of a child with mental disability. He said: 

[T]he rule must give priority to the right to physical integrity and the  

human dignity it protects, even though such a rule imposes burdens on 

parents, guardians and those having the care of the intellectually                   
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disabled child who are entitled to the active support of the State which 

must bear the ultimate burden. 

Such a rule, it may be said, is too idealistic and is out of touch with                   

contemporary community standards. There is much force in that                      

criticism, but this is an area of the law in which it is necessary to guard 

against the tyranny which majority opinion may impose on a weak and 

voiceless minority. 

We must all be eternally vigilant against the tyranny of the majority,                  

especially when populist sentiment has the backing of the elites in                     

society. And we must continue to keep an eye on those who are weak and 

voiceless whether because of their race, religion or any other attribute 

which ought to be irrelevant when determining how to respect their              

dignity and equality living in a pluralist democracy under the rule of law. 

That vigilance is required whether or not there is a bill of rights. 

The gravest danger to human rights is the constraint placed on discourse 

and debate about the conditions under which people can participate in 

shaping the kind of society in which they live. That discourse and debate 

must continue whether or not we have a bill of rights, and most especially 

in relation to issues which are deemed politically correct. In the absence 

of a bill of rights, there is a need to enhance public conversation, law and 

policy-making. 

Through respectful dialogue in the public square, in our parliaments and 

in our courts, we might succeed in rejecting unfairness, insisting on the 

essential equality of all, respecting the integrity and dignity of those 

most different from us, while extending mercy to those who most need it, 

even if they may not be the most deserving. Let’s continue seeking jus-

tice, truth and compassion for all, whatever their religion, and whatever 

their sexual orientation. 

Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO is Professor at the PM Glynn Institute at the 

Australian Catholic University and research professor at the Australian 

Centre for Christianity and Culture. 
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Homelessness and isolation: How connecting with others 
allows healing for those sleeping rough 

- By Baz Ruddick 

On the fringes and often unheard, those who have experienced                    

homelessness are rarely given a voice. 

When more than 100 people, who once lived on the street, came together 

in an Ipswich park over the weekend to connect with medical services, 

receive sanitary products, clothes and even hair cuts — they shared their 

stories of survival. 

The event was run by Signal Flare, a not-for-profit organisation, started 

by formerly homeless man, Grant Richards. 

The organisation hosts barbecues twice a year in Brisbane and Ipswich, 

and bring together service providers for the homeless. 

Signal Flare patron, Gregory Smith, spent several years sleeping rough in 

bushland near Mullumbimby in New South Wales and said many                    

homeless people felt isolated with no opportunity to connect with others. 

"It is a human need, it is a basic human need and a desire to be with               

other people," Mr Smith said. 

"We get a variety of people coming through. There are different stages of 

trauma and different stages of vulnerability. Some people have just be-

gun to experience homelessness or disadvantage, other people are 

working through it and coming out the other side." 

Mr Smith said it was helpful for those experiencing homelessness to hear 

the experience of those who have overcome it. 

Here are some of their stories: 

'You have to stand your ground' 

Chantelle Kristensen has been sleeping rough since the age of 13. 

A lot of the older homeless people can be more accepting and helpful. 

The younger ones who are on drugs it can be hard sleeping on the 

streets when they aren't sleeping at all and it can be quite dangerous.         
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I have a good attitude and I am an extremely assertive person because 

if you show aggression or you show submission you end up straight on 

the bottom rung of the ladder, so you have to stand your ground." 

'One of the big issues is shame' 

Gregory Smith slept rough in bushland outside Mullumbimby for many 

years. 

He is now the patron of the Signal Flare charity and shares his story 

with other people going through homelessness. 

Not only is homelessness still a issue it is a growing issue and this is 

made especially evident with our environmental disasters. This will 

have a knock-on effect on homelessness across the country. Some     

people will never recover. One of the big issues with homelessness is 

the shame and the stigma associated with being vulnerable and that 

puts a barrier for people to transition themselves out of it."  

'Nowhere to call home' 

Louise Graham spent a year living in a ute with her dog after a family 

crisis left her without a home. 

She eventually found a job as a baker and now works as a manager at a 

supermarket bakery.  

There is nowhere to call home. I couldn't invite people over. I couldn't 

socialise and I couldn't connect with people. I am a people person but I 

withdrew from my family and my friends. With the help of Signal Flare 

and other homeless services you can get through it. It gave me the mo-

tivation. I found a job, got on my feet, got a house and we are happy 

now." 

'No-one has to be homeless in Australia' 

Aaron McMasters grew up homeless after leaving home as a teenager. 

After getting work at a mushroom farm, he found his way out and now 

has stable accommodation with his partner.  
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The worst thing I hated about it is how grubby it was. There are facili-

ties with showers but you are always feeling dirty and grubby living 

like that. All you did was chase places to sleep or chase places to get 

food. That was your whole life. It becomes nothing to sleep down near 

a river or  behind a toilet block. No-one has to be homeless in Austral-

ia we are a first world country." 

'Rainy days were the worst' 

Steven Smith spent time in his teens and twenties living on the street 

and in unsecure accommodation. 

He is now looking for a permanent place to live.  

I went to prison for six months and when I got out I changed my whole 

life. I met the wrong crowd, and when you get in the wrong crowd you 

get in trouble. But I had nowhere to go. I was sleeping in gutters and 

under trees. Rainy days were the worst getting shelter. If I see some-

one who is homeless on the street I go and try and tell them where 

they can go to get help." 

'Never sleep in a sleeping bag' 

Sean Maskiel suffered mental health issues which saw him living on 

the streets. 

After couch surfing and camping out for many years he now lives in a 

boarding house. 

I always tell homeless people never sleep in a sleeping bag because 

you will get people who aren't even homeless kick the shit out of you 

and you can't even get out of the sleeping bag. I always tell people to 

sleep at the back of a church. I got beaten up on the street and that was 

enough for me to find people I knew to stay with." 

'I have been homeless for months' 

Leon Burgh has been homeless for several months and is looking for a 

place to live.  
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I'm looking for accommodation and I have been homeless for months on 

end. It is really hard when you have to sleep on the ground with a blanket. 

I feel comfortable and relaxed here, it's sometimes hard to feel like that. I 

hope to work for five years and get my own place and make a name for 

myself." 

'They walk away feeling confident' 

Damian Roche is a paramedic by trade but is the co-founder of the                  

organisation BarberAid.  

It gives them some unbelievable confidence. You see them coming to us 

and they walk away with a great haircut and they walk away feeling                   

confident. We have a chat to them, make sure they are looking good, and 

make sure their health is good and they are going well. Sometimes we 

have people with a good mullet, short back and sides, style lines. Pretty 

much anything they want. Anything from a nice pompadour to a good 

clean school haircut." 

 Exodus 17.1-7; Psalm 95;  

 Romans 5.1-11; John 4.5-42 

Jesus breaks all his peoples’ traditions by talking to a 

Samaritan woman. He uses this moment to teach that 

he himself is the Living Water, a spring which will 

provide life-giving water and give eternal life. 

 Pray for all who visit and worship at the Church of Jacob’s Well, in 

Nablus in the Occupied Territories and for the Samaritans who live 

nearby, that God will bless each community. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province 

of South East Asia. 

Text: © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 
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PARISH PANTRY LIST 
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We can no longer accept any clothing or                              

manchester for Life Jacket or the Op Shop as our  

storage capacity is overflowing.  

Due to much needed renovations of the Small Hall               

the Op Shop will not reopen until after Easter. 

We will let you know when we can accept more donations. 

 

For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls                

Anglican Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry              

          Account 

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the Community 

Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from 2nd March 2020 - 8th March                 

2020 and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $1959                                          

≈ Parish Pantry: $65                                       

≈ Donation to the Choir Loft: $300   

≈ Donation: $500                                                                    

TOTAL: $2824 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjsvriQgaXnAhUg_XMBHTjUBwoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fphoto_86301866_stock-vector-thank-you-for-your-support.html&psig=AOvVaw2QVf6BGFwplQrM_EpfbLvw&ust=1580
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB


26 

Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                               

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............  to the                     

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                  

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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INDOORS…  

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH                          

BURWOOD 

LUNCHTIME RECITAL DATES 2020 

1.15pm-1.45pm 

 

Light refreshments served in the Rectory afterwards  

March 17 Conservatorium students Goetz Richter, 
celebrating Beethoven’s 250

th
 Birthday 

April 28 

  
Nakul Kaushik – Clarinet 
John Martin - Piano 

May 19 Conservatorium students Goetz Richter 

June 16 Titus Grenyer- organist 

July 21 Students MLC Burwood 
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St Paul’s Anglican Church 
Burwood 

Tuesday, 17 March 2020 

Lunchtime Recital 
   

1.15pm - 1.45pm 
 

Students of Dr Goetz Richter 

The String Department  
Sydney Conservatorium  

of Music 
 

Jia Gu, Benjamin Tao,  
Jessica Ma and David Carreon 

Accompanist     Paula Lu 
 

Donations are always welcome 

Thank you 

 

Light refreshments  

 will follow in the Rectory  
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Palm Sunday, 5th April Blessing and distribution of the palm crosses 

 8.00am Sung Eucharist  

 9.30am Choral Eucharist 

 with procession and reading of the Passion  

Holy Monday, 6th April 7.00pm  Holy Communion in the Chapel 

Holy Tuesday, 7th April  7.00pm  Holy Communion in the Chapel 

Holy Wednesday, 8th April 10.30am  Holy Communion in the Chapel 

                                   7.00pm  Holy Communion in the Chapel 

Maundy  Thursday, 9th April  7.00pm Sung Eucharist  

 with foot washing and stripping of the altar 

Tree      Tomb      Triumph 

Good Friday, 10th April 9.00am Liturgy of the Lord’s Death 

Holy Saturday, 11th April  9.00am  Preparation of church for Easter 

Easter Day, 12th April  8.00am  Sung Festival Eucharist                                                              

 9.30am Festival Choral Eucharist  

 with procession and incense 

205-207 Burwood Road, NSW 2134 

www.stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 

Everyone is 

welcome to 

worship with us

Celebrate 

Christ’s death 

and resurrection 



31 

OUTDOORS... 
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This is David’s only recital in Sydney. 

 
The church is situated at 11 Stanmore Road, Enmore (opposite the 7/11).                        
As there is limited parking in the church grounds and the surrounding streets,  
public transport is the better option: by train to Newtown and 10 min walk or State     
Transit buses 423, 426, 428 which stop at Newtown Station from the city                
(alight at intersection Enmore and Stanmore Roads). 

 
Encouraged by his late grandfather, Anglican Bishop Neville Chynoweth, himself 
also a musician, David received his first piano lessons at the age of six and                     
continued to receive musical tuition throughout his childhood. Following his HSC 
at Canberra Grammar School he moved directly to Europe to begin his music       
studies. At the conclusion of studies in Vienna, he was awarded his Master of               
Music with a major in Organ performance.  
 
Since 2011, David has performed extensively in Austria, the United States, Spain, 
Germany, England and in Italy, where he currently resides.  He has been invited to 
hold eight inauguration concerts of new and restored old instruments. 
 
In 2017, David was one of few organists from all over the world, and the only 
Australian in recent years, to be chosen to participate in the celebrated St Albans 
International Organ Festival Competition (UK).  
 
In 2018, he gave his first extensive concert tour in Australia, performing twelve 
recitals. 
 

 

David James Reccia Chynoweth 

Inaugural recital following the completion of the final 
stage 

of the restoration of the historic 

Wordsworth and Maskell Organ of 1883 

 
St Luke’s Anglican Church, Enmore Sunday 29 March 

2020 at 3.00 pm 
 

works by J S Bach, Koehne, S S Wesley, Elgar and                     
Guilmant. 

Refreshments following the recital 

Admission $15/10 at the door. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Philip Freier of Melbourne, Primate of 

Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney; 

Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and 

for all the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

we are asked to Pray for the Church of 

England, for the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, The Most Revd and Right 

Hon Justin Welby and for all his clergy 

and people.  

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, 

Zababdeh, (West Bank, 

Palestinian Territorries), our 

Anglican Communion Partner: 

We remember especially their Parish 

Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person with 

us. May both our parishes be blessed 

by the link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

 

 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, especially for 

the harmony and peace in our world. 

May we show understanding, 

compassion and love to one another.  

Pray for the sick and their carers: 

Alf; Joyce Bannister; Margaret Baseley; 

Jenny Bounds; John Burns, June 

Cameron; Eddy; Simeon Felt; Anna Felt; 

Margaret Hayes; Graeme; Greg; Enid 

Kell; Jessie Langenegger; Lily; Clive 

Norton; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark 

Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; 

Diane Smith; Elsa & Peter Sorensen;  

Jean Storey; Ken Turner; Dora Whikway; 

Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently 

departed,especially Bishop Ivan Lee 

that God may grant him a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.                                          

Pray, too, for, Eric Gordon Pitt, John 

Deasey, Alan Hurley,Colin Ivan Payne, 

Kenneth Jolly, Phillip Davis, Norman 

Duffy and for any others whose year’s 

mind falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the Chapel of 

our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

• Tuesday 17th March – Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland (d.461) 

• Wednesday 18th March – Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop and teacher (d.386) 

• Thursday 19th March – Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

• Friday 20th March – Cuthbert of Lindisfarne, bishop and missionary  

         (d.687) 

• Saturday 21st March – Thomas Cranmer, archbishop of Canterbury,  

                           martyr & Liturgist (d.1556)  
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• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    

funeral in advance, you can also Pre-Pay at today’s prices.  

 

9747 4000 24 HOURS  7 DAYS 
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