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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal                       p.3                              

people of the Eora Nation  
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 Raffle         p.17 

 “Is that your Bible?” - by Steve Taylor               p.20 

                   And Much More... 

    Sunday 21st June 2020           

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

8.00am - Eucharist 

9.30am - Sung Eucharist                                            

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

Our parish’s patron is St Paul 

the Apostle who was one of 

the early Church’s missionary 

leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he                     

visited communities located 

around the Mediterranean 

Sea and in Asia Minor                               

proclaiming the good news 

of the death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the 

Church at Corinth, Paul tells 

how he handed on the                          

tradition of the Last Supper 

to them and it is this sacred 

meal that we share which 

makes us one with Jesus and 

with the Church, both living 

and departed, today. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings      Year A    Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist            for next Sunday 

Genesis 21.8-21                  The First Reading         Genesis 22.1-14                  

Ps 86.1-10,16-17                 The Psalm                  Ps 13                      

Romans 6.1-11                    The Epistle                   Romans 6.12-23 

Matthew 10.24-39              The Gospel                  Matthew 10.40-42  
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Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

It was a delight to share our worship of God with you last Sunday.  

I am most grateful to each of you for your part in helping to make our 

Services so very worshipful and safe. 

For the time being, here in NSW, 50 people are allowed to attend each 

Service: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules 

I suspect that the limit on worship and religious gatherings will be lifted 

in July so that numbers allowed to attend a religious gathering will only 

be restricted by the size of the building so long as we observe the one 

person per four square metre rule (we can fit 130 people in St. Paul’s on 

this basis, in fact).  

Singing is obviously a contested issue. I agree that the Choir can safely 

return on the 5th of July. If community transmission remains low or at zero, 

as it currently is, then I hope that congregational singing will be permit-

ted by the 5th of July as well. If it isn’t then I think that we could have the 

music, and not the words printed, in the hymn sheet so that people can 

hum the tune/words. However, I sincerely hope that we can all sing again 

soon. 

Until then, for our worship of God each Sunday, we shall use the High Al-

tar with Services being held at 8.00am (with Organ) and 9.30am (with 

Cantor and Organ). 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been ob-

serving will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all who 

attend these worship Services: 

News from around St Paul’s 
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1. People are quite free to decide 

not to attend Church or any event 

as I don’t want anyone to feel that 

they must do something against 

their will (or if they feel that they 

might compromise another per-

son’s health – which is why we 

have closed down all of our 

groups). 

2. All risk management obligations 

will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for 

hand washing and sanitizing, phys-

ical distancing, etc. The Holy Water 

Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will in-

volve bowing reverently to those 

one is seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in one kind. 

5. There will be morning tea in the 

Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.                    

Service and physical distancing 

and hygiene protocols will be                       

observed. 

6. We will fully comply with all 

government directives and legal                        

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has re-

sumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 

a.m 

 

If the situation changes with refer-

ence to the government’s direc-

tives then we will review   matters 

at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming 

high holy days we will be                          

observing: 

 The Octave of Sts. Peter and 

Paul on Sunday 5th of July; 

 St. James’ Day on Sunday the 

26th of July; 

 There will be a Service of  

Evensong at 5.00 p.m. on  Sun-

day 2nd of August to mark the 

149th anniversary of the               

laying of the foundation stone 

of St. Paul’s (on the 29th of July, 

1871); 

 The Octave of St. Bartholomew 

on Sunday 30th of August; 

 The Octave of St. Matthew on 

Sunday 27th of September                           

(St. Michael and All Angels is 

on the 29th of September so 

Sunday the 27th of September 

might be Police                               

Remembrance Sunday); 

 St. Francis’ Day on Sunday 4th 

of October; 

 St. Luke’s Day on Sunday18th 

of October; 
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 All Saints’ Day on Sunday 1st of November; 

 All Souls’ Day on Monday 2nd of November; 

 Christ the King on Sunday the 22nd of November. 

We will make plans for Advent and Christmas closer to the time when we 

know what we are dealing with in terms of permitted numbers and space 

required. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                             

James. 

Support the Trading Table 

The Trading Table has been 

functioning every  

Sunday since we have 

had services. The 3 

weeks we had half 

hourly services in the 

chapel the  Trading 

Table flourished.                

Everyone was very 

generous and we 

even picked up                      

passing trade.                         

We have raised                          

$500 up until last                        

Sunday during that time. 

We are unable to have any of our usual fundraising events at this time so 

we are relying on the Trading Table and raffle for some extra money.  We 

have lots of jams, marmalades, butters (lemon or lime or combination of 

both) chutneys, pickles and tomato relish. There are tubes of hand                  

Trading Table with Pam Brock & David Priest 
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sanitizer also available at the very good price of $6 a tube or 2 for $10, 

sometimes we have freshly baked goodies. 

Please check out what we have each week. Also let me know if you are 

able to help sell. It would be good if we could have the table  outside the 

church for both services but I need help  to attempt this.  

- Pam Brock 

Sunday Service Ringing 

I have had several people ask me about ringing for the 9.30am Sunday 

service. You might have noticed that it is different, you are correct!                 

We are only able to ring 4 bells instead of the usual 6 – 8 bells due to                       

the 4 square metre with distancing rule. Our tower is just under 4  metres 

square so we are unable to have more than 4 people in the tower.  We 

have been ringing simple things on 4 bells either 2,4,6,8 or 1,3,5,7.  This 

enables the 1.5 metre distancing. Each ringer uses the same bell so there 

is no cross contamination. 

The tenor has been rung for all the services that have been held over the 

isolation time. I am glad you are enjoying hearing the bells and I know 

that it has made the community aware of our presence. 

Pam Brock                                                                                                                

Tower Captain 

Sunday service ringing St Paul's Burwood with 4 ringers. Will Ryan,                    

Andrew Davies Michael Lorber & Pam Brock (taking photo) 
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Resuming Public Gatherings  

My Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are well. 

Thank you very much for your commitment to serve God and God’s                  

people at St. Paul’s. 

As you can see from the following link, the fallout from COVID-19 is                   

beginning to take effect and I am hearing of more and more Parishes and 

Dioceses here in Australia and around the world that are struggling: 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2020/12-june/news/uk/

chelmsford-diocese-set-to-cut-60-stipendiary-posts-in-the-next-18-

months  (Please see page 10-12 for the full article) 

By God’s grace, for it is God alone who gives the increase, I intend that St. 

Paul’s comes through the pandemic stronger than when we went in and I 

also intend that, as I outlined in my AGM report, St. Paul’s will be in a very 

strong position when I retire. 

This will be achieved through love of God and our neighbour, along with 

prayer and a fair amount of thoughtful and determined work (being heirs 

of the Benedictines I see Anglicanism as a faith of prayer and work). 

Thank you for your part in this rather lovely venture. 

As you can see from the video with Bishop Michael, here is the link to the 

podcast: 

https://www.thepastorsheart.net/podcast/resumingpublicgatherings 

I suspect that the limit on religious gatherings will be lifted to 100 in July. 

St. Paul’s can easily fit 100 people observing the one person per four 

square metre rule (we can fit 130, in fact). Bishop Michael expects the 

limit of 100 to be lifted around Christmas. We will make plans for Christ-

mas closer to the time when we know what we are dealing with in terms 

of permitted numbers and space required. 
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Singing is obviously a contested issue. I agree that the Choir can safely 

return on the 5th of July. If community transmission remains low or at              

zero, as it currently is, then I hope that congregational singing will be 

permitted by the 5th of July as well. If it isn’t then I think that we could 

have the music, and not the words printed, in the hymn sheet so that, as 

Bishop  Michael advises, people can hum the tune/words. However, I  

sincerely hope that we can all sing again soon. 

Chelmsford diocese set to cut 60 stipendiary posts in the 

next 18 months    - by Hattie Williams 

THE Chelmsford diocese is planning to bring forward by four years     

drastic cuts to stipendiary posts — a target of 60 in the next 18 months — 

in view of the impact of Covid-19 on already strained diocesan                         

finances. 

Briefing papers from the diocesan synod’s finance committee,                

published on Saturday, state that proposals to reduce stipendiary posts 

to the “‘minimum sustainable number’ of 215 by 2025” had been brought 

forward to 2021 in light of the pandemic. 

The document states: “At their meeting on 12 May 2020, the                           

Finance Committee has approved the proposal to bring forward                     

implementation of the planned 2025 numbers to the end of 2021. This 

means reducing the number   of stipendiary incumbent posts from 275 

(as at 31 March 2020) to 215 in the next 18 months.” 

The diocesan synod noted the paper and supported the actions                        

proposed, subject to formal agreement in November. 

A traffic-light system has also been approved by which each of the                

remaining 215 posts will be classed by the archdeacons from green             

(“to be retained or filled if vacant”) to amber (“desirable and should be 

retained if finances permit”), and, finally, red (“this post is unlikely to be 

filled with a full-time stipendiary incumbent and other options for                            

enabling ministry should be considered”). 
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The maximum number of “green” posts in the diocese should be                

restricted to 150, it says. “This is 25 per cent below the affordable      

number determined in 2019 and is a reasonable worse-case scenario for 

long-term affordability. By limiting ‘green’ posts to this number we 

should not have to repeat this exercise in the foreseeable future. 

“Once the ‘green’ posts are agreed, the ‘amber’ posts can be ranked in 

each deanery to determine those which will be retained subject to over-

all affordability. Thus, we expect a significant number of ‘amber’ posts to 

be retained when the 2025 number of posts (215) is reached at the end of 

2021.” 

As has been suggested previously, those benefices in the “red” zone 

which are unable to cover the costs of a full-time stipendiary priest — on 

average, £80,180, which includes a portion of central diocesan costs — 

will be invited to discuss alternatives, such as interim ministry, a                  

self-supporting priest-in-charge, or a licensed lay minister                    

(News, 28  February). 

This will affect the number of stipendiary posts available to newly                

ordained priests. While the number of stipendiary curacy posts has                 

increased from 12 to 16 as part of the Church’s national vocation drive, 

only two of the additional four posts are being funded by the Church 

Commissioners, the briefing explains. 

“The time is now right to reconsider the number of stipendiary curates 

we will need to maintain incumbent numbers as well as the length of                  

curacies and the possibility of placing curates towards the end of their 

training to support vacant parishes. We do not plan to furlough                                       

stipendiary curates in order that training and formation continues. And 

we recognise that many of our curates have been in the forefront of                        

applying technology for ‘church at home’.” 

Plans to reduce stipendiary posts in the diocese have been in place since 

2011 — shortly after the arrival of the current Bishop of Chelmsford, the 

Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell (soon to move to York) — when 47 per cent of 

stipendiary clergy were due to retire within the next decade. 
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The diocese’s financial position 

was transformed by the loss of a                  

substantial subsidy from the 

Church Commissioners. Under the                    

previous formula (“Darlow”, which 

is being phased out), Chelmsford                

received £3.1 million a year, ena-

bling it to balance its budget. It 

now receives £1 million from the 

Lowest Income Communities Fund 

(LICF), and further funds from stra-

tegic Development grants, but that 

still means a deficit of at least £1 

million. Last year, parish-share         

receipts fell to 92.59 per cent of the 

total needed. More than half the 

shortfall was attributable to 21      

parishes. 

Three-month closure of churches 

has only added to the problem, 

with the ensuing reduction in Par-

ish Share receipts to meet ministe-

rial and other costs at parish and 

diocesan level. 

The diocese currently has 48 va-

cancies. Freezing these was not                 

recommended as a solution by the 

finance committee; it is unlikely,              

however, that the posts will start to 

be filled until September, anyway, 

the briefing states, given the con-

tinuing restrictions. 

 

A diocesan spokesperson said on 

Monday: “Periodic review and                   

monitoring of the number of  sti-

pendiary incumbency posts in the              

diocese of Chelmsford is part of a 

strategic mission planning cycle 

that started in 2011. Like all organi-

sations, we have experienced a                      

significant financial impact as a re-

sult of the coronavirus pandemic.     

Triggering a new review at this 

time is based on mitigating a                       

worst-case financial scenario, while 

we pray and work for the best. 

“Indeed, in recent days, we have 

been encouraged by the generous                

giving that we have seen in many 

of our parishes and the support for 

our clergy and churches as they 

serve their communities during 

this time of great need.” 

Urgently needed                            

for the Pantry 

Long life Full 

Cream Milk,                   

Spaghetti (not 

tinned), tinned 

fruit, tinned 

vegetables, sweet biscuits, large 

tins of tuna, Spam, Corned Beef, 

Harvest, chunky meats.  
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Barry Brandy’s latest writing 

- Cloudy Days 

There are days in our lives which 

are filled with despair and gloom. 

Sometimes the burdens of life seem 

to roll over in such a distressing way 

that we cannot see anything positive 

or the purpose of it all no matter 

how hard we look.  

Sometimes our problems are due to 

mistakes we have made, even                 

unintentionally and they seem to 

have the tendency to come back at 

us. 

When things are not working out as 

we thought they would we are filled 

with confusion, anger or despair. At 

other times the difficulties we face 

result from the negative attitudes 

and actions of other people towards 

us. 

From the midst of our struggles 

there arises on occasion that some 

of the problems emerge from the at-

titude of neglect and negativity                 

toward God. When we realise this 

we need to confess our failures 

knowing that we can be forgiven            

by God through Jesus. 

When at times we are overcome 

with difficulties, we need to remem-

ber  a simple truth. On cloudy days 

we cannot see the sun but we know 

it is there. So it is with our relation-

ship with God. The clouds of life 

may seem to block out the presence 

of God but, if we know him person-

ally as our Lord and saviour, he will 

be there and fulfil his promise. 

“I will work all things for the good 

in the lives of those who love me” - 

Romans 8-28 

Our feelings on our circumstances 

cannot alter God’s nature but                  

because we are all involved in            

spiritual conflict, the enemy will do 

all he can to use the negative to 

bring doubt into our minds. 

The clouds will lift, there has never 

been a cloudy period which has not 

given away to sunshine.  

So much depends on our attitude. 

The enemy will have us believe in 

the reverse, that every period of 

sunshine ends with cloudy skies. 

If we look for the clouds, we will 

find despair but, if we look for the              

sunshine we will live in hope. 

If you read Psalm 22 you will notice 

the pain, agony and adversity but, at 

the same time there is a focus on the 

wonderful character of God and the 

theme becomes one of praise in  

anticipation of deliverance.  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 



16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Genesis 18.1-15 (21.1-7); Psalm 116.1-2, 11-18; 

 Romans 5.1-11; Matthew 9.35 – 10.8 (9-23). 

Jesus tells the disciples that being sent out for the 

sake of God’s mission is not without its costs.  

Remember all those medical workers who have 

contracted the Coronavirus – especially those who 

have died – in their work to help others. May their 

unstinting example inspire and encourage us to look after others as 

much as we can, not counting the cost. No one has greater love than this, 

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends  

(John 15.13). 

 Pray that God will turn our hearts towards kindness and 

compassion. 

 Give thanks for those who engage in medical mission in God’s 

name, both here and overseas. 

Text: Robert McLean Partnerships Coordinator, ABM © Anglican Board of  

 Mission, 2020 

Websites for Morning and Evening Prayer 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/ 

https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources/book-common-prayer/order-morning-prayer 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources/book-common-prayer/order-evening-prayer 
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Raffle 

Raffle tickets are available for purchase $2 each or 3 for $5.  

Another popular Tiffany lamp is available as the main prize along with 

many others.  

Please support this fundraiser as it will not be drawn until we have raised 

a reasonable amount.  

For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry 

Account 

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  8th June – 14th June 2020 

and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2610                                                    

≈ Parish Pantry: $300                                           

≈  Upper Room Donation: $1000                                    

≈  Trading Table: $22                                                                                                        

 TOTAL: $3932 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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The Bright Forever  

 

Breaking through the clouds that gather,                                                                   

O'er the Christian's natal skies,                                                                                    

Distant beams, like floods of glory,                                                                                 

Fill the soul with glad surprise;                                                                                     

And we almost hear the echo                                                                                           

Of the pure and holy throng,                                                                                           

In the bright, the bright forever,                                                                                        

In the summer land of song.  

Yet a little while we linger,                                                                                              

Ere we reach our journey's end;                                                                                          

Yet a little while of labor,                                                                                               

Ere the evening shades descend;                                                                               

Then we'll lay us down to slumber,                                                                                 

But the night will soon be o'er;                                                                                       

In the bright, the bright forever,                                                                                           

We shall wake, to weep no more.  

O the bliss of life eternal!                                                                                                

O the long unbroken rest!                                                                                               

In the golden fields of pleasure,                                                                                     

In the region of the blessed;                                                                                       

But, to see our dear Redeemer,                                                                                        

And before His throne to fall,                                                                                    

There to bear His gracious welcome,                                                                          

Will be sweeter far than all.  

 

- A Poem by Fanny Crosby  
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“Is that your Bible?”  - by Steve Taylor 

The President of the United States stood in front of St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, holding a Bible aloft. It was a photo-opportunity, one likely to 

become a defining visual image of the presidency of Donald Trump. 

In response to consecutive nights of protesting, including some rioting, 

in response to the death of George Floyd, Trump threatened military 

action. Then, once the police cleared the streets before him with tear 

gas and rubber bullets, Trump walked some 100 metres from the White 

House to the “Church of the Presidents.” As he held the Bible aloft, 

black cover stark against the white-walled church, the reporter asked 

the question, “Is that your Bible?” 

When asked of an individual, a private reader is assumed. “Your Bible” 

is personally owned, read at your leisure in the comfort of your own 

home. A set of reading practices result. The book is underlined. An              

entire industry results, with Bibles for stages of life and rites of                                 

passage. What is central is the individual, reading through experience, 

seeking a “word for the day.” 

“It is a Bible,” was the President’s answer. A curiously, insightful                      

response. In the change of words — from possessive pronoun (“your”),             

to indefinite article (“a”) — there is a kind of depersonalisation that 

takes place. Suddenly, the Bible lacks a human companion. If not “your” 

Bible, then whose? After the event, it emerged that this particular black 

Bible was carried across to St. John’s Church in Ivanka Trump’s Max                   

Mara handbag. Valued at $US1540, the detail raises more questions. 

Back at the White House, did this Bible return to a human companion —                         

whether Ivanka, Donald or a staffer? Once returned, is it read? Or does 

“a” Bible exist simply to appear as needed? In the void, “a” Bible risks 

becoming a prop, a symbol for “law and order,” a kind of modern-day 

“Battle Hymn of the Republic.” 

READ LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST…  
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Behind the President was the white walls of St. John’s Episcopal 

Church. The advertised church services offer another set of reading 

practices. In this community of faith, the Bible is kept, not by the sofa or 

on the shelf, but in the church. All stand as the Gospel is read, for “this 

is the Word of the Lord.” The Bible is never closed but always open, the 

word for the day dictated by the lectionary. Those who read are rarely 

those who preach. The readings are pluriform, always from two               

Testaments, affirming a diverse faith, shaped by religions both Hebrew 

and Christian. These are practices not of personal ownership or of on 

the shelf symbolism, but of a community who listens. 

In what is surely an instance of Divine comedy, the day that Trump 

posed before St. John’s Episcopal Church was the Festival of the Visit         

of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth (moved to 1 June 2020 because 

of Pentecost Sunday). The lectionary readings for that day include 

Luke 1:39-56, which ends with a startling song — Mary’s dream of a 

saving God who acts to humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. 

The reading of the Magnificat opens up another community of Bible 

readers. “Is that Mary’s Bible?” becomes the question around which 

notions of law and order begin to form. This community of readers                        

begins with all those who, like Mary, are conscious of their “humble 

state” (1:48). This community draws strength from the work of the                

midwives, Shiphrah and Puah, working for freedom in Exodus 1; and 

Hannah, praying that God might raise the poor and lift the needy in 1 

Samuel 2. These are not empty dreams, for Mary’s child lives to                    

declare the poor as blessed and the merciful as pure. The beatitudes of 

Matthew 5 become, for Jesus, words to die by, in order that Mary’s song 

of saving mercy might be extended to every generation —                  

generations that now include those singing Negro spirituals. 

“Sometimes I feel like a motherless child,” “Go down Moses,” “Oh, 

Freedom!” — each one echoes Mary’s Magnificat, offering harmonies 

that nurture mercy and dream of justice; each one traces its ancestry 

back to Mary’s song. 
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For those reading Mary’s Bible, “law and order” remains essential.           

Yet ironically, it is impossible to imagine either Mary or Elizabeth    

singing along to the “Battle Hymn of the Republic”: in the spirit of the 

Exodus midwives, law means the right to breathe and earn just reward 

for their hard labour; in the spirit of Hannah, order means the right to 

grieve and the freedom from oppression. 

In the hours before Trump posed outside St. John’s Episcopal, the            

community of those who read Marys’ Bible was clearly visible.                   

According to Rev. Gini Gerbasi, clergy and church volunteers spent 

the afternoon offering care to those who were protesting, until the            

police removed them from the church grounds. The saving God was 

there serving the lowly, supporting all who call for truth and justice,  

inviting mercy to triumph over fear. The songs of Mary’s Bible found a 

deep resonance among those who protested. 

Trump’s photo-op with a Bible requires more than condemnation. It            

demands the examination of all our reading practices. Whether                           

individually or communally, do we read against the powerful and with 

the poor? “Is that Mary’s Bible?” is the question that destabilises every 

Bible reading practice. Whether you kneel beside your sofa, speak 

from a podium or preach from a pulpit, is your power destabilised by 

mercy, your privilege by humility? Such is the power of Mary’s song 

for all those who have ears. 

Rev. Dr Steve Taylor is Principal of the Knox Centre for Ministry and 

Leadership, and author of First Expressions: Innovation and the Mis-

sion of God. 
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Why I'm offended by Trump using the Bible as a stage 

prop - by Michael Jensen 

As someone who proudly owns the name "Bible-believing Christian", I 

don’t think I’ve ever been more offended by a political leader than by 

President Donald Trump’s waving around of the Bible as a stage prop in 

his pantomime of power. Well, not since Sarah Palin talked about                      

waterboarding as a form of baptism, anyway. 

The terrible irony is that the President – who, when asked, cannot quote  

a single verse of scripture – used the Bible further to stoke the situation 

triggered by the brutal killing of George Floyd, a man who, it transpires, 

not only read the Bible, but lived by it. 

Well-known evangelical biblical scholar Professor Tremper Longman III 

is among many Christian leaders who have condemned the President’s 

use of the Bible, condemning “the way the White House ordered the 

clearing of the streets in a violent manner so that the President could 

walk across the street and, in my opinion, desecrate the Holy Scriptures”. 

The Bible is not a book to be weaponised. It’s not a talisman or a lucky 

charm. It’s a book to be read and to be lived – or not at all. 

And whenever you open that book, it starts to get complicated. I don’t 

mean that it’s hard to read. 

I mean that you can’t make yourself the master of the Bible. It turns out 

that it doesn’t contain a checklist of suburban values or a recipe for a self

-righteous life. It isn’t a document that prescribes a tough law-and-order 

social policy. It’s not an endorsement of a particular political party, or of 

capitalism over socialism or vice versa. 

The Bible is a book, someone said once, that you don’t read – it reads you. 

As a message of divine mercy, it exposes our need for that mercy. It gives 

great comfort, but it should never leave you feeling comfortable. No per-

son, and no society, and even no church, could ever stand with smug self-

righteousness and claim to be reading the Bible. 
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The Bible holds up a mirror to human nature and human society. It tells 

us (as if we needed telling right now) that all is not well. And one of its 

chief targets is political and religious hypocrisy. To display religious              

piety while ignoring the poor and the oppressed is the worst of sins,  

biblically speaking. Jesus was especially critical of exactly this. 

And so, while we’re deploring the insanity unfolding in the US, we                  

Australians should look to our own house. According to the census, still 

more than half of us own the name "Christian". Many of our political  

leaders, from the Prime Minister down, claim the Bible as an inspiration. 

The Bible has shaped our legal and political systems, and informed our 

aspiration to be a just and compassionate society. 

But are we – am I – any better than the President at reading it? 

 

Quote of the Week... 

“For the church, the many abuses of human life, 

liberty, and dignity are a heartfelt suffering. The 

church, entrusted with the earth’s glory, believes 

that in each person is the Creator’s image and 

that everyone who tramples it offends God. As  

holy defender of God’s rights and of his                 

images, the church must cry out. It takes as            

spittle in its face, as lashes on its back, as the 

cross in its passion, all that human beings suffer, 

even though they be unbelievers. They suffer as 

God’s images. There is no dichotomy between man and God’s image. 

Whoever tortures a human being, whoever abuses a human being,                 

whoever outrages a human being abuses God’s image, and the church 

takes as its own that cross, that martyrdom.”  

- Óscar Romero (1917-1980)                                                                                            

Salvadoran Roman Catholic archbishop  
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia;                   

Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney; 

Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; 

and for all the bishops, priests, 

deacons and Religious of the 

Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to Pray for the Church 

of Nigeria, for its Bishop, The Most 

Revd Henry Chukwudum Ndukuba 

and for all his clergy and people. 

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We 

remember especially their Parish 

Priest,  Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We 

remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership 

link person with us. May both our 

parishes be blessed by the link we 

are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood 

of the cross that everyone might 

come within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love  

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help 

them to understand the depth of  

your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

always and forever. Amen.  

Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead 

me from despair to hope, from fear to 

trust; lead me from hate to love, from 

war to peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, 

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, we pray 

especially this week for all those who 

are suffering from anxiety or 

depression. May the Lord God be 

their help and comforter at this 

trouble times knowing that He love 

them and care for them.   

Pray for : Alf; Joyce Bannister;  Anne 

B.; Margaret Baseley; Jenny Bounds; 

John Burns; Rosemary B. ; June 

Cameron; Dallas Cox; Eddy; Simeon 

Felt; Anna Felt; Margaret Hayes; 

Graeme; Enid Kell; Peter Kroger; 

Jessie Langenegger; Lily; Margaret; 

Kay McKinnon; David Morgan; Clive 

Norton; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark 

Palmer; Sophie Palmer; Michelle 

Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Diane Smith; 

Elsa Sorensen; Peter Sorensen; Jean 

Storey; David Thompson; Dora 

Whitway; Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially  that God may grant them 

a place of refreshment, light and 

peace.   

Pray, too, for,  Robert James Fuller; 

Noel Reginal Nathaniel; Rev Dr 

Christopher Newell; Fr John Maxwell 

Kohler; Brenda Phillips and for any 

others whose year’s mind falls around 

this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon 

them!  

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 22nd June – Alban, first British martyr (d. c. 209) 

 Wednesday 23rd June - The Birth of John the Baptist  

 Saturday 27th June - Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop & teacher (d.444) 
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• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    
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