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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal                       p.3                              

people of the Eora Nation  

 RIP Simon Gregory          p.5 

 Sunday Services                                  p. 6 

 St Paul’s Choir - News from the DOM    P.11-13 

 (Director Of Music) 

 What Trent Dalton and Julia Baird can teach     p.25-28                      

us about paying attention - at a time when                         

it really matters 

                   And Much More... 

    Sunday 28th June 2020           

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

     8.00am - Eucharist 

     9.30am - Sung Eucharist                                            

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

Our parish’s patron is St Paul 

the Apostle who was one of 

the early Church’s missionary 

leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he                     

visited communities located 

around the Mediterranean 

Sea and in Asia Minor                               

proclaiming the good news 

of the death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the 

Church at Corinth, Paul tells 

how he handed on the                          

tradition of the Last Supper 

to them and it is this sacred 

meal that we share which 

makes us one with Jesus and 

with the Church, both living 

and departed, today. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings      Year A    Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist            for next Sunday 

Genesis 22.1-14               The First Reading              Gen 24.34-38,42-49,58-67                         

Ps 13                                  The Psalm                    Ps 45.10-17                                      

Romans 6.12-23                 The Epistle                  Romans 7.14-25 

Matthew 10.40- 42             The Gospel              Matthew 11.15-19               

         (20-24) 25-30 
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†  RIP Simon † 

Well done, good and faithful servant: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

 It is my sad duty to advise you that Simon Gregory died last Monday, 

22nd of June.  

We give thanks to Almighty God for Simon's life and we pray for all those 

who mourn his death, especially Angela (who leads our Play Group), and 

their children James, Harrison, and Alexandra, as well as for Simon’s 

mother, Elva, and aunt, Shirley. 

In the midst of our sadness, we have the sure and certain hope that as                  

Jesus died and rose again so too shall we because of Jesus' triumph over 

death and, because of this, we know that there is nothing that can sepa-

rate us from the love of God, not even death itself. 

Rest eternal grant unto Simon O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon 

him. Amen. 

Simon’s funeral will be held at St. Paul’s, Burwood, tomorrow,    

Monday 29th of June beginning at 10.30 a.m. 

Refreshments will be served in the hall at the conclusion of the Service. 

Go forth upon your journey from this world, O Christian soul;                                      

in the name of God the Father who created you.                                                      

Amen.                                                                                                                                      

In the name of Jesus Christ who suffered for you.                                                          

Amen.                                                                                                                                      

In the name of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you.                                               

Amen.                                                                                                                                          

In communion with all the blessèd saints;                                                                          

with the angels and archangels and all the heavenly host.                                          

Amen. 

May your portion this day be in peace                                                                            

and your dwelling in the city of God.                                                                          

Amen. 
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Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

It was a delight to share our worship of God with you last Sunday. 

I am most grateful to each of you for your part in helping to make our 

Services so very worshipful and safe. 

For the time being, here in NSW, 50 people are allowed to attend each 

Service: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-

rules 

I suspect that the limit on worship and religious gatherings will be lifted 

in July so that numbers allowed to attend a religious gathering will only 

be restricted by the size of the building so long as we observe the one 

person per four square metre rule (we can fit 130 people in St. Paul’s on 

this basis, in fact).  

Singing is obviously a contested issue. I agree that the Choir can safely 

return on the 5th of July. If community transmission remains low or at zero, 

as it currently is, then I hope that congregational singing will be permit-

ted by the 5th of July as well. If it isn’t then I think that we could have the 

music, and not the words printed, in the hymn sheet so that people can 

hum the tune/words. However, I sincerely hope that we can all sing again 

soon. 

Until then, for our worship of God each Sunday, we shall use the High Al-

tar with Services being held at 8.00am (with Organ) and 9.30am (with 

Cantor and Organ). 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been                  

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

 

News from around St Paul’s 
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The following measures will be  observed to ensure the safety of all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing,                

physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intict the wafers) 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.               

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols will be                

observed. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                                                    

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 a.m. 

If the situation changes with reference to the government’s                              

directives then we will review matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming high holy days we will be observing: 

 The Octave of Sts. Peter and Paul on Sunday 5th of July; 

 St. James’ Day on Sunday 26th of    July; 

 There will be a Service of Evensong at 5.00 p.m. on Sunday 2nd of 

August to mark the 149th anniversary of the laying of the founda-

tion stone of St. Paul’s (on the 29th of July, 1871); 

 The Octave of St. Bartholomew on Sunday 30th of August; 

 The Octave of St. Matthew on Sunday 27th of September         
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 The Octave of St. Michael and All Angels on Sunday 4th of October;  

 St. Luke’s Day on Sunday 18th of October; 

 All Saints’ Day on Sunday 1st of November; 

 All Souls’ Day on Monday 2nd of November; 

 Christ the King on Sunday 22nd of November. 

We will make plans for Advent and Christmas closer to the time when 

we know what we are dealing with in terms of permitted numbers and 

space required. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                              

James  

Support the Trading Table 

The Trading Table has been functioning every  Sunday since we have 

had services. The 3 weeks we had half hourly services in the chapel the  

Trading Table flourished. Everyone was very generous and we even 

picked up passing trade. We have raised $500 up until last Sunday          

during that time. 

We are unable to have any of our usual fundraising events at this time so 

we are relying on the Trading Table and raffle for some extra money.  We 

have lots of jams, marmalades, butters (lemon or lime or combination of 

both) chutneys, pickles and tomato relish. There are tubes of hand                

sanitizer also available at the very good price of $6 a tube or 2 for $10, 

sometimes we have freshly baked goodies. 

Please check out what we have each week. Also let me know if you are 

able to help sell. It would be good if we could have the table outside the 

church for both services but I need help to attempt this.  

- Pam Brock 
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Sunday Service Ringing 

I have had several people ask me about ringing for the 9.30am                   

Sunday service. You might have noticed that it is different, you are              

correct!  We are only able to ring 4 bells instead of the usual 6 – 8 bells 

due to the  4 square metre with distancing rule. Our tower is just under 4 

metres square so we are unable to have more than 4 people in the tower.  

We have been ringing simple things on 4 bells  either 2,4,6,8 or 1,3,5,7. 

This enables the 1.5 metre distancing. Each ringer uses the same bell so 

there is no cross contamination. 

The tenor has been rung for all the services that have been held over the 

isolation time. I am glad you are enjoying hearing the bells and I know 

that it has made the community aware of our presence. 

Pam Brock                                                                                                                

Tower Captain 

A story from the Parish Pantry from Kerin Brown  

Luke was very hesitant about getting his grocery box delivered.             

Not because he was worried about security, but because he didn’t want 

to be a bother – other people  needed this service more than him, he 

thought. But he couldn’t carry the box home on the bus, so we insisted 

that he accept the delivery. He landed at the Pantry this week – not to get 

groceries, but to deliver a Thank You card for us all. The delivery of his 

box made such a  difference, and he was so grateful. He lives by himself 

so during the pandemic the visit to the Pantry is an important social con-

tact for him – possibly his only one for the week. So we sit in the                          

sunshine  suitably distanced and  listen, and have a laugh together. 

Thank you Card from Luke 

Thank you guys all of you for everything.  

I really have no other words to say.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 
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Oz Harvest 

Below is a photo of Robert Small’s car loaded with hampers from                        

Oz Harvest. The recipients were all very thankful for this support. 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 Genesis 22.1-14; Psalm 13; 

 Romans 6.12-23; Matthew 10.40-42. 

We read today that Jesus says: Whoever welcomes 

you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me. How amazing is 

that? If we are welcomed, Jesus is welcomed, and 

so is his Father, the Creator of the universe. Yet 

with that comes great responsibility. We need to show God’s love, free 

and abundant, to all, helping others to see God’s glory through us. And 

what is God’s glory? As St Irenaeus tells us, it is a person fully alive 

(Gloria Dei vivens homo). Help us, Lord Jesus, to bring your love to 

others so that they may fully live.  

 Pray that nothing will deter us from making God our first priority. 

 Give thanks for all those who help others in Christ’s name to find 

fullness of life by showing them God’s copious, unconditional love. 

Text: Robert McLean Partnerships Coordinator, ABM © Anglican Board of  

 Mission, 2020 

Websites for Morning and Evening Prayer 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/ 

https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources/book-common-prayer/order-morning-prayer 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources/book-common-prayer/order-evening-prayer 
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Raffle 

Raffle tickets are available for purchase $2 each or 3 for $5.  

Another popular Tiffany lamp is available as the main prize along with 

many others.  

Please support this fundraiser as it will not be drawn until we have raised 

a reasonable amount.  

For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry 

Account 

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  15th June – 21st June 2020 

and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $3340                                                   

≈ Parish Pantry: $175                                                    

≈ St Luke’s Op Shop Donation for    

Parish Pantry:$500                                                                               

≈  Upper Room Donation: $1000                                    

≈  Building Fund: $10                                                                                                        

 TOTAL: $5025 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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PARISH PANTRY LIST 
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Should we call Donald Trump “antichrist”?  

- By D. Stephen Long 

Robert Jeffress, a clanging cymbal of a court minister, regularly invokes 

Romans 13 to give Donald Trump religious backing for his expanded 

Article II powers. After Trump threatened North Korea leader Kim Jong 

Un with “fire and fury like the world has never seen,” Jeffress further              

endeared himself to Trump by publicly proclaiming that Romans 13 

gives Trump the right to “take him out.” Romans 13, Jeffress said, “gives 

the government the authority to do whatever, whether its assassination, 

capital punishment, or evil punishment to quell the actions of evildo-

ers.” 

The irony of doing evil in order to confront evil seems completely lost 

on such a noisy gong. In his poor, but politically expedient, biblical                

interpretation, Jeffress rejects the command in Romans 12 not to repay 

evil with evil. Such selective and self-serving biblical interpretation                

also lets you know why he and his ilk lift no significant voice when 

Trump pardons convicted war criminals, calls some white suprema-

cists “very fine people,” tells Michigan’s governor to listen to and 

“make a deal” with the armed white militias who stormed the 

statehouse, but threatens to “dominate the streets” with military force 

against the protests that    erupted after yet another black man, George 

Floyd, was brutally killed by the police. 

Jeff Sessions, then Attorney General and Trump stalwart, likewise cited 

Romans 13 to defend the egregious US policy of separating immigrant 

children from their parents at the border. Shortly before that, the                       

leader in Trump’s infamous weekly bible studies for his cabinet, Ralph 

Drollinger, invoked Romans 13 as justification for building a wall to 

keep out immigrants. The passage is central in Drollinger’s campaign 

to return America to greatness through Judeo-Christian values. 

READ LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST…  
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When it comes to conceding Trump authority, the manifold                   

evangelicals and ultra-right Catholics Trump has surrounded himself 

with, seem to have Romans 13 always ready at hand. If Trump follows 

Senator Tom Cotton’s advice and declares war on Black Lives Matter 

protestors, invoking the Insurrection Act of 1807 in order to use the               

military against us, you can rest assured that Romans 13 will be used by 

his religious loyalists to defend the great American carnage that Trump 

and his allies project on their regularly announced enemies of the state. 

Their misuse of Romans 13 utterly fails to guide the faithful in                                 

understanding our current political context. A more reasonable biblical 

word for this administration, especially after the recent incident in front 

of St. John’s Episcopal Church, is found in Revelation 13. 

On Monday, 1 June, surrounded by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, General Mark Milley, in his military fatigues, Attorney General 

William Barr, and other representative symbols of America’s immense 

military and judicial power, Trump used the police to suppress a      

peaceful, law-abiding protest so that he could take an awkward photo 

of himself with a Bible standing before a church. In what has become 

(satirically) known as the “battle for Lafayette Square,” Trump, the                 

military, and the police used overwhelming force against people armed 

only with signs and bottles. Declaring victory, Trump trumpets his                

courageous stance while the brutal men of his cabinet look on                     

approvingly. 

For those who are not Trumpian court ministers, the image invokes an 

obvious biblical symbol, and one in stark contrast to their misuse of    

Romans 13. Here is the beast of Revelation 13 arising out of the sea of 

smoke and violence, making war on the saints and conquering them 

while people of violence follow the beast and chant, “Who is like the 

beast, and who can fight against it? MAGA, MAGA, MAGA!” The more 

the beast uses haughty and blasphemous words, the more authority his 

devoted followers give to him. 
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That Trump’s loyal supporters neglect this central Christian political 

theology in the Book of Revelation is somewhat surprising. After all, 

many of his American Christian followers arose from the kind of end-

times theology that draws on Revelation 13 to identify the antichrist as 

subverting American values. This theology helps generate the and          

resentment that fuels Trumpism. It assumes that America has an                 

exceptional role in bringing about the end times by its military might 

and international hegemony, but the antichrist is always working 

against America’s exceptional role. John Hagee, a leading proponent 

of this theology, accompanied the Trump delegation to Jerusalem 

when the US embassy was relocated there. Trump held a rally in                  

Florida shortly after moving the embassy and invited Florida senator 

Doug Broxson to speak. Broxson said, “Now, I don’t know about you, 

but when I heard that Jerusalem, where the King of Kings, where our 

soon coming King is going to return back to Jerusalem, it is because 

President Trump declared Jerusalem to be the capital of Israel.” Those 

unaware that Jesus’s return is predicated on the US President’s actions 

have not been following this end-times theology, which unfortunately 

is not limited to US Christianity. 

Anyone who grew up in evangelical circles in the Midwest, as I did, 

will be well-aware of this kind of end-times theology. Hal Lindsey’s The 

Late Great Planet Earth was a staple in the movement, predicting how 

a clash between the United States and the Soviets would usher in Ar-

mageddon. When the Cold War ended, putting an end to his interpre-

tation, Lindsey then speculated that the antichrist would create a one 

world government through a cataclysmic war. The antichrist will be 

smart, well-educated, and attractive, which means at least that one 

should be very wary of education. Films like A Thief in the Night 

(1972) and songs like Larry Norman’s “I Wish We’d All Been Ready” 

prompted evangelicals in the 1970s and 1980s to be ever vigilant 

against the threatening reign of the antichrist. How odd, then, that 

when one appears, they have lost the religious sensibility to recognise 
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him. 

Yet I think it appropriate that reasonable people of faith begin to refer to 

Trump as antichrist. I don’t come to that conclusion lightly. When Trump 

was elected, I regularly referred to him as the “Orange Vulgarian.” I still 

find that reference descriptively accurate, but a friend admonished me 

that calling the president names was not the best strategy to win over his 

supporters. Since many of those supporters are family, friends, college 

classmates, and others, I thought it best to refrain from such epithets and 

attempted to make reasonable arguments on behalf of a different kind of 

Christianity and politics than the one that gained ascendancy with 

Trump. 

Recent events, however, have led me to conclude that such a strategy 

leads us nowhere, especially when it comes to the war Trump and his         

allies are waging on black America. The necessity to stand with black 

neighbours against the current injustices that repeat old patterns                   

requires something different. The obvious contradiction between Trump 

and his administration’s response to white supremacists and to those   

protesting on behalf of black lives demonstrates a demonic force at work 

that must be named by all of us who at baptism pledged to resist sin, 

death, and the devil, “the spiritual forces of wickedness,” or “the evil 

powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God.” It 

is time that we call Trump what he is, an antichrist, and pastors and                   

faithful Christians must start doing so from their pulpits, Sunday School 

classes, bible studies, and whatever means are available. 

My only caveat in doing so is that I don’t want to be mistaken as                           

supporting the silly, albeit dangerous, end-times theology by people like 

Lindsey, Hagee, Jeffress, and Broxson. Of course, they are poor readers of 

Scripture, and for that reason we should not concede it to them. They 

look to Revelation for a specific person and event that gives them power 

over their enemies and support for their friends — an odd theology for 

those who supposedly follow a crucified Christ. A better way to read 

Revelation is through what Judith Kovacs and Christopher Rowland have 

called an “actualizing interpretation,” which they contrast with “decoding 
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interpretations.” The latter turns apocalyptic symbols into factual state-

ments that give precise information about the future. The antichrist is a 

single person who will emerge at the end of time. In an actualizing                      

interpretation, the symbols do not convey precise information but refer 

to a repeating symbol. The antichrist is not a single person but a                     

political pattern that repeats itself by taking on power to oppress the 

poor and the just. It can be found in Antiochus IV Epiphanes or Nero, 

rulers of yesterday, today, and most likely tomorrow. The pattern that                    

repeats itself differs, but a few things remain constant — power is                     

glorified and used to oppress the righteous; brutal and vicious men are 

freed to wreak their vengeance; resentment, grievance, and fear cause 

people to turn to the brutal and follow them. The faithful can be                            

identified by their unwillingness to bow the knee to their brutality. 

Calling Trump an antichrist may give him too much credit. He is, after 

all, more of a carnival huckster who has turned the US presidency into a                     

reality show sponsored by one continuous infomercial, but he is a                        

carnival huckster who has the power of the US military at his command. 

Watching Mark Milley and William Barr stand in solidarity with him as 

they made their “brave” campaign against the people gathered at St. 

John’s Episcopal Church should cause all people of true faith to turn to 

the book of Revelation for political wisdom. 

When this is all over, when the smoke from the tear gas (or whatever 

chemical agent used) has cleared, American Christianity will stand                 

condemned for following the beast. An actualizing interpretation of           

Revelation gives us a political theology that might, we can only pray,                      

prevent the likes of Hagee, Jeffress, Pompeo, Pence, Barr, and others 

from misleading so many in the future. If not, at least we will have the 

political theology of Revelation 13 to help us name them for who they 

are. 

D. Stephen Long is the Cary M. Maguire University Professor of Ethics 

at Southern Methodist University.  
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What Trent Dalton and Julia Baird can teach us about                 

paying attention - at a time when it really matters                      

- By Meredith Lake, host of Soul Search on ABC Radio National, and the    

author of a multi-award winning cultural history of the  Bible in Australia.  

Dalton, pay attention!  

Novelist Trent Dalton was one of those kids. 

"I spent basically all my high school, all my school life, looking out the 

window." Instead of paying attention to his classwork, "I spent it in here, 

inside my own head." 

"I had some amazing teachers," he revealed on Conversations, "but I was 

probably a sh*t of a kid." 

Weeks of home learning has given many parents, like me, a fresh appre-

ciation for teachers. It can be very hard to get a daydreaming child to 

pay attention to their lessons!  

Is this what they do in class? It's hard to sit still even for five minutes, isn't 

it?  

Now that school is back, I'm not sure I have a future best-selling novelist 

on my hands, as Dalton's folks did. (Boy Swallows Universe was definitely 

one of my best "isoreads".) 

But overall, the home learning experience left me with some larger 

questions.  

What is worth my kid's attention? Or mine, for that matter? What's the 

core curriculum — not just for school, but for living?  

Regarding the world 

For author and broadcaster Julia Baird, paying attention began as some-

thing like a resolution. 

In her 20s, she stuck a piece of advice from the French writer Colette 

above her desk: Regarde! (Look around!) 
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Back then, it was "a huge relief" to 

savour and delight in a wider 

world. Much better than tripping 

down the endless staircase of self-

examination and overthinking. 

But with time and tough experi-

ence, "regarding" has become a 

deeper discipline. 

It's "a key to quiet joy," she writes in 

her new book Phosphorescence. It's 

by paying attention "that we accept 

the possibility that we can emerge 

from pain" and live with a settled 

purpose.  

A few years ago, Baird found herself 

overwhelmed by a very tough situ-

ation that left her "skeletal, shat-

tered, shorn of confidence". 

She rang her counsellor in tears, 

and confessed she didn't know how 

she would ever get through it.  

"He told me, 'It is now that every-

thing that you have been given in 

your life matters, this is what you 

draw on. Your parents, your friends, 

your work ... everything that you 

have been told, everything you 

have learned, this is when you use 

that.'" 

It was a turning point for Baird, that 

points to the same big question. 

 

How do we pay attention to the stuff 

that will enable us to stand up un-

der difficulty? 

Writing the detail 

As adults, and as writers, Baird and 

Dalton have honed the craft of            

paying attention. 

Boy Swallows Universe is a triumph 

of observation. If you're late to the 

party, the main character, Eli, is a 

young teenager with a serious 

crime figure for a babysitter, 

named Slim. 

Slim's shady, or he was, but Eli takes 

his advice on things. If you're going 

to become pen pals with a gang 

boss on the inside, for instance, 

"Don't forget to be specific. Put in 

all the details, you catching my 

drift?" 

As Eli gets older, and more                       

entangled in the world of his             

drug-dealing step-dad, his own 

frustration with fragments and half 

stories boils to the surface. 

I'll hold off on the spoilers, but a 

wild tale unfolds as he goes in 

search of the full picture. Why was 

his step-dad dragged away? Will 

his mum survive prison? Is it                  

possible he'll turn out to be a good 

man himself?  
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Drawing on his own life story, Dal-

ton has dredged up a gritty picture 

of 1980s suburban Brisbane. But ly-

ing in the gutter, as one critic said

(external link), he manages to de-

scribe the stars. 

There's an affection in the observa-

tion, a quality of attention, that 

somehow brings to light the tender 

hopes of damaged people.  

Attention in adversity 

Adversity often prompts us to pay 

proper attention. 

"Illness or isolation can clear the air 

for this kind of contemplation," Julia 

Baird wrote, presciently, before 

coronavirus hit.  

During the pandemic, the burden of 

suffering has fallen unevenly —                   

unjustly — across the Australian 

community. But it has given us all 

cause to consider what's essential.  

What do we truly value, and how do 

we put it into practice? 

What will be the fruit of attending 

to those things? 

Out the window 

In the face of personal challenges, 

Baird took to ocean swimming. 

She befriended the wonderous cut-

tlefish; she was awestruck by the 

glow of luminescent creatures. She 

found a vibrant silence, down in the 

depths, on the creaking reef.  

The late poet Mary Oliver was a 

great advocate for this kind of thing. 

Staring out the window, taking a 

rambling walk, falling into the 

grass, finding grasshoppers  

In her poem A Summer Day

(external link), the Pulitzer prize 

winner confessed:  

I don't know exactly what a prayer 

is.                                                                                       

I do know how to pay attention…                                                                                    

how to be idle and blessed, how to 

stroll through the fields,                                    

which is what I have been doing all 

day.                                                                     

Tell me, what else should I have 

done?  

Oliver's radical attention to the 

world infuses her many poems. It's 

a g      enerous, unmixed attention 

even to very humble things — an 

attention that philosopher Simone 

Weil might have said approaches 

prayer. 

It's not about words, strung together 

in competition, Oliver says in her 

poem, Praying. But  

... the doorway                                                                                                              
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into thanks, and a silence in which                                                                                          

another voice may speak.                                                                                                        

Silence  

Many people have seen a                 

connection between silence and  

attention, Trent Dalton among them. 

Boy Swallows Universe includes a 

character who rarely speaks. 

"It's safer," the boy explains. "Can't 

hurt anyone that way." 

For silence is not just the absence 

of noise, but a certain quality of 

presence. It requires us to slow 

down, make space for others, and 

attend with care. 

Gentle silence like this can be an 

act of respect, even devotion. 

But there's another kind of silence 

— a terrible silence that leaves us 

grief stricken. 

After nine minutes pinned to the 

ground, under a police officer's 

knee, George Floyd's silence was 

utterly devastating. 

That silence galvanised hundreds 

of thousands of people — in the US 

and here in Australia — to take to 

the streets and protest deep            

injustice. 

 

 

These actions can be seen as a call 

to attention: don't look away, don't 

dismiss Black experiences, give 

proper regard to Black lives: they                     

matter. 

There's a challenge here for those 

of us who do not live in the shadow 

of racial injustice — who've been 

insulated from its menacing effects,                                    

either by individual circumstance 

or by structural privilege. 

Will we take notice, and heed the 

call to attention? 

Do we know when to speak out in 

solidarity, and when to fall silent 

and listen? 

For Mary Oliver, silence was a way 

of opening herself up to other    

voices: a path to a richer, more     

generous attention to the world           

beyond herself.  

Such silence draws a person              

outwards, to be more properly             

present. 

And as we begin to emerge from 

the lockdown, still bearing some of 

its griefs, it might help us get to 

grips with a world trembling both 

in despair and hope of equality. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia;                   

Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney; 

Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; 

and for all the bishops, priests, 

deacons and Religious of the 

Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to Pray for the united 

Church of North India, for  the Most 

Revd Dr Prem Chand Singh - 

Moderator of CNI & Bishop of 

Jabalpur and for all his clergy and 

people. 

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we 

support them as they work among us 

in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We 

remember especially their Parish 

Priest,  Fr Saleem Dawani, and his 

ministry in the parish. We remember 

also Jameel Maher, who acts as the St 

Matthew’s partnership link person 

with us. May both our parishes be 

blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 

that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love  

of you; for the honour of your name. 

Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them 

for such is the kingdom of heaven’. 

Bless, Lord, your children who now 

stand before you in prayer. Help 

them to understand the depth of  

your love.  

 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with 

your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, 

always and forever. Amen.  

Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead 

me from despair to hope, from fear to 

trust; lead me from hate to love, from 

war to peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, 

our universe.  

Pray for all in need, we pray 

especially this week for all those are 

struggling financially. May they lay 

every burden on God trusting in Him 

that He will provide them with what 

they need. 

Pray for : Alf; Joyce Bannister;                

Anne B.; Margaret Baseley; Jenny 

Bounds; John Burns; Rosemary B. ; 

June Cameron; Dallas Cox; Eddy; 

Simeon Felt; Anna Felt; Margaret 

Hayes; Graeme; Enid Kell; Peter 

Kroger; Jessie Langenegger; Lily; 

Margaret; Kay McKinnon; David 

Morgan; Clive Norton; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Mark Palmer; Sophie Palmer; 

Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; 

Diane Smith; Elsa Sorensen; Peter 

Sorensen; Jean Storey; David 

Thompson; Geoff  Voller ; Dora 

Whitway; Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Simon Gregory that God 

may grant him a place of refreshment, 

light and peace.   

Pray, too, for,  Nancy Jones; Elsie 

Winifred McKinnon; Roy Gavin 

Meyers; Joan Harris; Joyce Margaret 

Rau; Michael John Whelan and for any 

others whose year’s mind falls around 

this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon 

them!  

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 29th June – Peter and Paul, Apostles and Martyrs  
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