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Our parish’s patron is St
Paul the Apostle who was
one of the early Church’s
missionary leaders.
A dynamic preacher, he

ST PAUL’S. We are
glad that you have come to
worship God with us today. If
you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time,
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wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
and love for all, including God’s
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
Exodus 1.8-2.10
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Year A
The First Reading

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Exodus 3.1-15

Ps 124

The Psalm

Ps 105.1-6,23-26

Romans 12.1-8

The Epistle

Romans 12.9-21

Matthew 16.13-20

The Gospel

Matthew 16.21-28
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News from around St Paul’s
Sunday Services
My Dear Friends,
I hope that you are all well.
As of the 24th of July the limit on the number of people allowed to
attend places of worship and religious gatherings will be 100 people
whilst still observing the one person per four square metre rule. St Paul’s
has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe business.
Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under
-rules
Congregational singing is not permitted for the time being but the
words will be included in the Order of Service so that Parishioners can
hum the words.

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been
observing will need to be observed each and every week.
The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all who
attend these worship Services:
1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I
don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will
(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health –
which is why we have closed down all of our groups).
2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to,
such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing,
physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied.
3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is
seated close to.
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4.Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers).
5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.
Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols will be
observed. Those attending our morning tea need to be seated
and not mingle.
6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal
requirements.
The mid-week Eucharist has resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 a.m.

If the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives
then we will review matters at that point in time.
With reference to forthcoming high holy days we will be observing:


St Francis’ Day on Sunday the 4th of October;



St. Luke’s Day on Sunday the 18th of October;



All Saints’ Day on Sunday the 1st of November;



All Souls’ Day on Monday the 2nd of November;



Christ the King on Sunday the 22nd of November.

We will make plans for Advent and Christmas closer to the time when
we know what we are dealing with in terms of permitted numbers and
space required.
I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing
you again soon.
With every blessing.
Peace,
James.

7

THANK YOUS FOR THIS WEEK
David and Pam Priest have been very busy in the Parish this week,
installing a safety chain in the office for Caroline and notices on the
entrance gates to the church grounds concerning parking.
Thank you to Pam Brock for organising these parking notices and for
the safety screens erected around Caroline’s desk in the office.
Many of you have commented on how nice the gardens are looking. This
would not be happening without the hours devoted to gardening by Bill,
Syd, Judith, Nadia and Lynn. We are very grateful for their hard work.
We have a very active team that work with the Parish Pantry. They give
up hours of their time every week: Kerin, Olga, Margaret W., Felicity and
Eugene, Yen and Parisa, Chrys, Vanessa, Sue, Jane and Jane, and Rob,
Margaret O., Antonia and Michael and Gabriel
We especially want to thank those of you who bring food for the pantry
each week. We would not be able to continue without you most
substantial help.

Thank You from the Trading Table
Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh
goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results making $100 last
Sunday. Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand
sanitizer are still available at a special price of $5 a tube or 2 for $8.
MASKS: homemade have all been sold at present but watch this space
when they will be available again. Elastic is now the new toilet paper so
with the shortage it will hold up the production.
Plants: Herbs parsley, basil & mint available for $2 each
Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each

8

There are few books people might be interested in if you are looking
for something during these pandemic times. They will be $1 each and
there are some new titles now available.
Check out the DVD’s available $1 each
The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If
anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades
please phone Pam and she will organize them for you to collect.

Painted by Marjorie Foss in response to Kerin Brown’s story
about the importance of chooks
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$90,000

As of today, 23rd
August we have
$64,000
80,000

70,000
64,000
60,000

50,000

We need to reach
$90,000
By 6th September
(i.e. in 2 weeks
time)

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000
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Can we do it ?
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope
and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your
receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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For General Donations

Offertory -

please use this account

Collection given at St Paul’s
from 10th August – 16th August
2020 and other donations:

details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican

≈ Offertory:$2265

Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account

≈ Parish Pantry: $2020
≈ Donation for Church Air-Con: $12,520
≈ Donation for Choir Room: $1000
≈ Building Fund: $10
≈ Trading Table: $500

TOTAL OF GIVING: $17,815
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
Account
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is
for the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.

Raffle
Raffle tickets are available for purchase $2 each or 3 for $5.
Another popular Tiffany lamp is available as the main prize along with
many others.
Please support this fundraiser as it will not be drawn until we have raised
a reasonable amount.
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Exodus 1.8 – 2.10; Psalm 124;
Romans 12.1-8; Matthew 16.13-20

As we all know, government sentiments change
and the story we now read is one where the
Israelite people found themselves surrounded by
prejudice and hostility in Egypt. History repeats
itself when Moses is born: like Joseph, he, a Hebrew, will come to live
with the Egyptian royal family.
•

Pray for those who are subject to prejudice and hostility because of
their ethnic background. May God’s Spirit support and encourage
them in the face of racism and other forms of irrational hatred.

•

Give thanks for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and
Polynesia

Text:

Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

READ LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST…
Sex under lockdown, but not friendship?
The discriminations of intimacy
- By Stephanie Collins and Luara Ferracioli
When you read the news on Victoria’s current Stage Four restrictions,
there’s a small exemption that’s only mentioned occasionally. And it
often comes as an after-thought. It’s about sex. Or, more euphemistically, “intimacy.”
As we all know, Victorians may only leave their homes for the famous
“four reasons”: exercise, essential shopping, care, and essential work
that cannot be done from home. Victorians also must be at home
between the hours of 8pm and 5am — unless they have an “intimate
partner.” If you have an intimate partner, you may visit this person for
any reason whatsoever.
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This is laudable: close personal relationships are a crucial component
of human wellbeing. Not only modern day science, but also
philosophers as diverse as Aristotle, Confucius, Adam Smith, John
Locke, and Spinoza all agree that close personal relationships are a
major part of what makes a human life go well. Some contemporary
philosophers go so far as to argue that there’s a human right to be
loved — at least, in the case of children — and a human right to decent
social contact and social inclusion. We may even have moral obligations to make friends with others.

Which raises the question: why does the Victorian government talk
about “intimate partners” as opposed to “close personal
relationships”?
This is where sex comes in. “Intimate partner” implies sex. “Close
personal relationship” does not. But many of the philosophers
mentioned above are talking about friendship or close-knit family
relations, not the modern-day romantic partnership. Unlike the
Victorian government, these philosophers seem to think that an array
of personal relationships are just as meaningful and just as important to
people’s well being as sexual ones.
This is intriguing. Why are Victorians allowed to visit a person they
sleep with, but not their best friend or closest family member? For
many Victorians who live alone but don’t have an “intimate partner,”
their only means of non-stranger face-to-face human contact right now
is exercising, for one hour per day, with one other person — if they’re
lucky enough to have a friend within five kilometres. And we’re not
talking about a tiny minority of people. At the time of the 2016 Census,
around 2 million Australians lived alone. Solo-person households made
up 24 per cent of all households.
By and large, people who live alone do have close personal
relationships: they have friends and family members that they love,
with whom they are emotionally close, with whom they would value
sharing a hug, a meal, a movie, or a pot of tea. But if these relationships
are not “intimate,” then they are not permitted in Victoria right now.
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This is a problem: deprivation of affectionate touch, in particular, is
correlated with “depression, stress, loneliness, insecure attachment,
alexithymia, and the number of diagnosed mood/anxiety disorders and
secondary immune disorders.”
It’s instructive to look at how single-person households have been
managed in other countries. During the height of New Zealand’s Stage
Four lockdown — which was harsher in almost all ways than Victoria’s
current restrictions — adults who lived alone were permitted to form a
“bubble” with another household. That meant that two siblings who each
lived alone could “bubble” together, as could two friends who each lived
alone. A grandparent who lived alone could “bubble” with the household
of one of their children. Someone who lived alone could even “bubble”
with a share house, as long as no one in the share house was bubbling
with anyone else.
In the UK, the “support bubble” concept was expanded, so that any
single adult household — where an adult lives alone or lives only with
dependent children — could form an exclusive bubble with one other
household.
Maybe these policies are too risky for Victoria at the moment, given that
the number of infections is still unsustainably high. But a policy in which
one person, who lives alone, is permitted to “bubble” with one other
person, who also lives alone, surely abides by the spirit of the current
regulations. It would be a mental health saviour for many one-person
households that aren’t in an “intimate partnership.” And, most
importantly, it would treat all Victorians as equals by recognising that a
close non-sexual relationship can be just as important and meaningful as
the sexual relationships of their fellow citizens.
Which raises a final question: why are the Victorian regulations as they
are? The answer probably lies in what philosopher Elizabeth Brake calls
“amatonormativity.” This is “the assumptions that a central, exclusive,
amorous relationship is normal for humans, in that it is a universally
shared goal, and that such a relationship is normative, in that it should be
aimed at in preference to other relationship types.” As Brake puts it,
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“Amatonormativity describes assumptions embedded in statements like
‘She hasn’t found the one … yet’ or ‘aren’t you lonely/immature/
irresponsible because you are not married/partnered?’”
Amatonormatvity is deeply at odds with a liberal society that starts with
the recognition that all citizens are free and equal. Although the current
pandemic certainly justifies restrictions that diminish the amount of
freedom individuals can currently enjoy in their lives, it does not justify
temporarily giving state governments the role of final arbiters of what it
means for a human life to go well.

In the same way that it would be deeply problematic for the Victorian
Premier to close Muslim schools but allow Catholic ones to stay open, or
close vegan restaurants but allow burger joints to continue to operate, it
is deeply problematic for the Premier to allow people to pursue a sexual
relationship but not a non-sexual one. If there is no harm in allowing
people to meet those with whom they have sex, then surely there is no
harm in letting them meet just one other person they care deeply about
without sex being involved. If anything, it is the sexual relationship that
might require justification, given the incompatibility of sex and social distancing.
Amatonormativity is also at odds with the other kind of liberalism that is
popular among some contemporary philosophers. This kind of liberalism
says states can, in fact, make judgments about what citizens should do
with their lives — and that states should encourage their citizens to lead
“excellent” or “virtuous” lives. Although this form of liberalism is harder
to justify because it risks promoting a form of elitism that is dismissive of
potentially valuable ways of living, it too cannot be used to endorse the
existing exemption for “intimacy.” If a life of excellence or virtue is
incompatible with temporary celibacy on the part of intimate partners —
which is what the current restrictions suggest — then excellence or
virtue surely is also incompatible with a temporary lack of meaningful
human contact on the part of two individuals who enjoy a sexless yet
close relationship.
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Perhaps the Premier doesn’t mean for “intimate” to imply “sexual.” If so,
wonderful: all that’s needed is less ambiguous wording, such as
replacing “intimate partner” with “support partner,” or even taking a
page out of New Zealand’s book by explicitly introducing the “bubble”
concept. But the status quo, with its deliberate or unwitting focus on sex,
is nothing short of discriminatory.
Stephanie Collins is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Australian
Catholic University. She is the author of The Core of Care Ethics and
Group Duties: Their Existence and Their Implications for Individuals.

Luara Ferracioli is Senior Lecturer in Political Philosophy at the
University of Sydney.

The government is strangling choirs, but the evidence just
isn’t there - By Ysenda Maxtone-Graham
A brief but sharp twist of the knife was felt across the world of our
gagged choral musicians on Friday evening, when the Times Science
Correspondent Tom Whipple tweeted ‘It’s not good news’ about the future of choral singing. Sage documents had ‘dropped’, he wrote, containing the ominous statement, ‘There is some evidence to suggest that
singing can produce more aerosols than normal talking or breathing; it
may be more akin to a cough.’ And ‘Singing for any appreciable amount
of time therefore may present a risk for the creation of infectious aerosols and allow for infection transmission.’
Were these the long-awaited Porton Down findings? They weren’t. In
fact, as Declan Costello, the ear, nose and throat surgeon who’s conducting singing experiments alongside the Porton Down ones, reassured
me when I got in touch with him in a panicky way, those comments are
‘unattributed, unverified and not supported by any scientific data. We
need to see a complete document before rushing to any judgements.’
It’s a dress rehearsal, though, for what will surely happen when the real
results come out in a couple of weeks’ time. We know scientists. They’re
almost certain to come out with some non-committal but warningly
negative ‘results’ – ‘there is some evidence to suggest that singing
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may…’ – that will spread the message that it’s dangerous to sing. The
government, suddenly bloodthirsty in its clamping-down zeal, will
clamp down on the joyous small steps that are just starting to happen –
such as a live – yes, live! – choral evensong broadcast from St Martin-in
-the-Fields last Wednesday, infinitely more moving and powerful than
any pre-recorded service.
It seemed like a good idea to let the scientists loose on the contents of
singers’ breath; but don’t you remember how science experiments at
school, even ones conducted by the chemistry master himself, never
quite came out as they were supposed to, and came out slightly differently if he did it twice? Will these findings, that will be slavishly acted
on by the government, really be allowed to kill off one of the miraculous art forms of humanity?
It’s not just cathedral, college and concert choirs who are suffering, although they are, terribly. Two million people in this country belong to a
total of 70,000 choirs; singing is a pivotal part of many people’s lives,
from the very young to the very old, across the social spectrum. It’s a
natural human instinct and urge to sing communally. The mental health
benefits are well known. I spoke to Simon Berridge, a tenor in The Sixteen, who conducts a community choir in his Bedfordshire village. ‘For
the older members, the choir is a lifeline socially. Half of them haven’t
got to grips with the technology of Zoom rehearsals, so they’ve been
left isolated.’
Just another of the million effects of the new reign of dismalness that
has taken hold of this country, causing untold loneliness and desolation. Meanwhile, the bottom has dropped out of professional singers’
and choral conductors’ livelihoods. For example, the recording producer Adrian Peacock tells me that a longed-for socially distanced recording session that the Academy of Ancient Music was booked to do at the
end of August has just been cancelled, with great regret, by the Board,
due to the lingering but unverified fears that singing spreads the virus.
Young freelance adults, musical geniuses who rely on this work, can’t
pay the rent. One person who sings in one of the country’s most
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prestigious choirs has had to get a job at Ocado. You may laugh. But singing is these people’s vocation. It is what they were born and trained to
do. Forbidding them to sing is like forbidding Matt Hancock and Boris
Johnson to be politicians. The raison d’être is pulled from under you –
and for how long? As for politicians, aren’t the daily slogans voiced at
high-decibel level from Mr Johnson’s lectern also ‘akin to a cough’?
It seems galling to our silenced musicians that people are allowed to
gather in pubs to watch football matches on television and sing ‘We will
follow the Chelsea, over land and sea’ to the tune of ‘Land of Hope and
Glory’, but singers aren’t allowed to gather in churches or concert halls.
The obvious flaw in the ‘akin to a cough’ argument is that when you
cough, you’re already ill so coughing out germs, but when you sing, you
aren’t. Moreover, no one in a choir has ever sung straight into anyone
else’s face.
You might guess from the triple-whammy that’s now strangling our choirs
– the lack of cathedral funds caused by the lockdown; masks becoming
‘mandatory’ in places of worship from 8th August, making a mockery of
the whole idea of a church service; and fears about ‘the science’ – that
there was an anti-choir agenda from on high, as in a Communist state. I
don’t think that is the case; we might have suspected some kind of antiprivilege agenda if Jeremy Corbyn had been in charge. For that at least
we must at least be grateful. But it’s certainly true that musicians are not
nearly as high on the priorities of the Department for Culture, Media and
Sport as they should be.
Has the government forgotten, in its zeal to impose endless rules against
doing things, that there are two sides to the equation? On one side is the
health and safety of the population; on the other is the sheer enjoyment
and merriment of life –the things that actually make it worth living. This
is less quantifiable, but it is a relevant concern. Choral singing is one of
those unquantifiable joys that lift us out of drabness. Without such joys,
what will be the point of living to 87?
Today is Golden Sunday: the final Sunday in the foreseeable future when
we will be able to go a church or cathedral service and see full faces.
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From next Sunday onwards, it’s masked clergy, masked organists,
masked vergers, masked congregations: a massive advertisement not for
science but for muffled silence. The bitter irony in the opening words of
the preces, ‘O Lord, open thou our lips’, ‘And our mouths shall show forth
thy praise’, will not be lost on us.

Changing Shape: The faith lives of millennials
- By Ruth H. Perrin
Bernice Martin reviews a study of the minority with an active faith
CHANGING SHAPE is an illuminating and wise study by Ruth Perrin,
researcher in the University of Durham, which deserves to be read and
pondered by church leaders and congregations. It is a small study based
on personal interviews with just under fifty respondents from the Millennial generation, those born between 1981 and the mid-1990s, currently
between their mid-to-late twenties and mid-to-late thirties. It provides a
snapshot of that increasingly rare breed, young adult Christians in
secular Britain, where, as Perrin reminds us, a mere three per cent of the
Millennial generation has an active Christian faith.

Perrin draws fruitfully on her own faith journey and her 20 years of
experience in ministry with young adults, as well as the small amount of
published research about what she calls Emerging Adult Affirmers. She
makes an important distinction between young American Evangelicals
and their British counterparts, contrasting the predominantly right-wing
politics of the Americans as against the Centrist or Left-leaning position
of the British, including her own sample.
Perrin admits that her sample may under-represent young Christians
who have not attended university, as she drew it from cities in the
north-east of England with substantial university populations. It may also
over-represent young people who grew up in the area, which is known
for powerful family and community identification, which might not be so
strong among more mobile populations. Even so, she believes that her
core findings echo what she has observed in other parts of the country.
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Where current models of the development of faith tend to assume that
the process is largely complete by the early twenties, Perrin’s sample
shows a much longer trajectory over an additional decade. Her respondents have a variety of denominational origins and none (a substantial
sector have families with some variety of Christian identity), but all of
them move through either a congregation or an online community with
Evangelical or Pentecostal emphases, often one of the large nondenominational mega-churches that provide a large and welcoming
community of young people.
They neither know nor care about denominational histories or ecclesiological disputes and battles. What they look for is faith that will provide
solutions to the immediate problems that confront them in their personal,
family and working lives, and a peer group facing the same challenges
which can be a refuge in a world in which young Christians often feel like
incomprehensible oddities. They are not surrounded by Dawkins-ite
atheist warriors. Their secular friends are not hostile, but simply don’t
see what is important about needing a faith, and mostly have no notion
what goes on in churches.
These Millennials find modern emotional styles of worship attractive, but
eventually look for theological teaching to deepen and broader their understanding. Mainly they seek this not from their church, but online, very
often from Pentecostal sources. Some, especially if they have difficulties
in their relationships or their work, find respite from a relentlessly upbeat
atmosphere by attending formal liturgies where they can be quiet, and
take their sadness and disappointments with them into worship.
Millennials are used to negotiating pluralist culture and to work and education contexts in which their input is sought and valued. When church
leaders and older members of their congregations do not share these assumptions, they feel unvalued and get dispirited. They are people for
whom family relations are very important, and so look for family-like inter-generational networks in church. Particularly, they want nurturing but
equal relationships with older mentors. When these things fail or never
appear, they can get disappointed and discouraged.
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They are thoroughly contemporary
in their search for personal fulfilment and give little weight to
dogmatic rules based on “the Bible
says”, but learn from experiment
and experience, especially in the
matter of sexual identities: at least
one of the respondents lamented
the easy availability of pornography, citing personal experience of
its dangers. Their personal goals
include satisfying romantic relationships that lead to marriage and
children, and a congregational
embedding in a Christian way of
life, especially for their children.

of Active Adult Affirmers supported
their faith by such things as pilgrimages and Christian family holidays,
and continued to act as young
leaders in their congregations, in
spite of the hazards of isolation,
especially for mothers with young
families, or less-than-supportive
congregations.

A small sector of the sample had
ceased to be Christian after a long
period of active leadership, finding
that their faith had just faded away
rather than been dramatically broken. Another sector had left the
Church, but retained their faith
intact, finding succour in online
global connections. The solid core

Changes to government guidelines
on the performing arts were
announced on Friday 14th August.

It is a volume that will richly reward
church discussion groups who
choose to use it as a focus for
truthful intergenerational exchanges about how their own church
operates. Perrin provides a list of
discussion questions at the end of
That Christian way of life focuses on each chapter for this purpose.
altruism, social justice, and commuBernice Martin is Emeritus Reader
nity activism confronting poverty,
in Sociology at Royal Holloway, the
marginality and global issues such
University of London.
as climate change. Many of the
interviewees had made substantial Choirs glad to return to
personal sacrifices in pursuit of
church services
these moral and religious goals.
- By PAT ASHWORTH

SOME choirs made a prompt and
joyful return to church services on
Sunday, after changes to government guidelines on the performing
arts were announced on Friday.
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These were reviewed and then endorsed by the Church of England in
new guidance issued on Monday.
It is not yet clear which of the scientific studies of droplet transmission
commissioned by the Department for Digital, Media, Culture and Sport
gave the Government confidence to “reconsider appropriate
mitigations”. Results are eagerly awaited from Declan Costello, an ear,
nose, and throat surgeon and choral singer, who has been conducting
stringent trials. Lay vicars from Salisbury Cathedral have also taken part
in experiments (News, 10 July).

Crucially, it is now permissible for both professional and nonprofessional singers and musicians to perform individually or in small
groups inside and outside of buildings, in line with the recommendations
for physical distancing and hygiene set out by the Government in its
performing-arts guidance.
The C of E guidance makes it clear: “This includes those who regularly
volunteer to do music and singing, as part of a choir, for example, to
perform as a part of worship.”
Congregations are not yet permitted to sing. Wherever possible, the
guidance says, people should continue to distance physically from those
with whom they do not live; venues, performers, and audiences should
be matched to ensure that two-metre distancing applies; and the number
of performers should be limited.
Those assisting with worship through music or singing “do not always
need to wear a face covering, but face coverings or screens should be
used if physical distancing cannot be maintained”.
Singing and music can now be a part of ceremonies such as weddings,
but with the caution: “People should avoid singing, shouting, raising
voices, and/or playing music at a volume that makes normal
conversation difficult or that may encourage shouting. This is important to
mitigate the potential for increased risk of transmission — particularly
from droplets and aerosol transmission.”
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The guidance confirms that organs can be played for services, practices,
and general maintenance. Worship bands can play, with the same
physical distancing observed, and, again, with the stricture that the
music should not be so loud that people have to shout above it.
Microphones and PA systems can be used — optimally individual lapel
or static microphones rather than hand-held.
Organisations are still encouraged to work outdoors whenever possible,
and the suggestion remains that, where music plays a big part in
worship, and recordings are available, this should be considered as an
alternative to live singing. But the new guidance, described by the RSCM
on Monday as “encouraging”, has given a lifeline to choirs to return to
worship, at least in part.
Those assisting with worship through music or singing “do not always
need to wear a face covering, but face coverings or screens should be
used if physical distancing cannot be maintained”.
Singing and music can now be a part of ceremonies such as weddings,
but with the caution: “People should avoid singing, shouting, raising
voices, and/or playing music at a volume that makes normal conversation difficult or that may encourage shouting. This is important to
mitigate the potential for increased risk of transmission — particularly
from droplets and aerosol transmission.”
The guidance confirms that organs can be played for services, practices,
and general maintenance. Worship bands can play, with the same
physical distancing observed, and, again, with the stricture that the
music should not be so loud that people have to shout above it.
Microphones and PA systems can be used — optimally individual lapel
or static microphones rather than hand-held.
Organisations are still encouraged to work outdoors whenever possible,
and the suggestion remains that, where music plays a big part in
worship, and recordings are available, this should be considered as an
alternative to live singing. But the new guidance, described by the RSCM
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on Monday as “encouraging”, has given a lifeline to choirs to return to
worship, at least in part.
The church of St Bartholomew the Great, Smithfield, in London, which has
a professional choir of eight, was quick off the mark on Sunday, with a return of the full choir. The Rector, the Revd Marcus Walker, heard on the
radio on Saturday that the guidance had changed, and rang the director
of music, Rupert Gough, to ask, “Do you think we can?” The answer, he
said, had been, “We can.”
They positioned the singers in the transept, socially distanced, away from
the congregation and not facing each other. All had printed off their own
copies of the music. “We arrived to Parry’s ‘I Was Glad’,” the Rector said
on Monday. “Obviously, there were tears. I remembered the first time
[during lockdown] that the choir sang from home, and how that brought
the first shard of light in the darkness of the pandemic.”
The choir also sang Mozart’s Missa Brevis. Members of the congregation,
most of whom had not been expecting the choir, said that it made the
church feel whole again, Fr Walker said. It was also the occasion of the licensing of the Revd Jonathan Livingstone as Hospitaller for St Bartholomew’s Hospital. Now, the church is planning its first choral evensong next
Sunday, on the eve of its patronal festival.
The choir of Westminster Abbey also returned, in part: six lay vicars were
positioned in the Lantern, and the congregation gathered in the nave at
the west end of the church. The plan is to build up the music stage by
stage to a full choral schedule over the coming weeks and months.
The choir posted a message on Twitter on Sunday: “152 days since we
sang our last service, we’re thrilled to be back rehearsing Byrd’s Mass
for Three Voices for this morning’s Eucharist. For now, we’re fewer in
number, socially distanced and remote from the congregation but it’s
wonderful to be back and singing together again.”
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly
elected Primate of Australia; Glenn,
Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead,
our Regional Bishop; and for all the
bishops, priests, deacons and Religious
of the Anglican Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to pray for the Church of
the Province of South East Asia, for The
Most Revd Melter Tais - Archbishop of
South East Asia & Bishop of Sabah and
for all his clergy and people.

Pray for Fr James and for
Fr Michael as well as for Helen and
Antonia. May God bless them
and their ministries and may we support
them as they work among us in Christ’s
name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,
strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived,
the hum of the universe heard, and
together with you and each other we
build what is beautiful, true, worthy
of your generosity to us, an echo of
your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)
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Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh,
(West Bank, Palestinian
Territorries), our Anglican
Communion Partner: We remember
especially their Parish Priest, Fr
Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the
parish. We remember also Jameel
Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s
partnership link person with us. May
both our parishes be blessed by the
link we are establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out
your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that
we, reaching forth our hands in love,
may bring those who do not know you to
the knowledge and love of you; for the
honour of your name. Amen. (Author
unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church:
The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them for
such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless,
Lord, your children who now stand
before you in prayer. Help them to
understand the depth of your love.

O Lord, bless our Children's Church
and all its future endeavours, that
through it we may glorify you with your
Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always
and forever. Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death
to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
from despair to hope, from fear to trust;

lead me from hate to love, from war to
peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our
universe.

Pray for all in need, Today we pray

In love and charity please
remember the recently departed,
especially Br Ned Gerber, OSB and
Brian Francis that God may grant them a
place of refreshment, light and peace.

for those people who have lost their jobs Pray, too, for, Phyllis Leadbeater;
Heather Rae Thomson; Yvonne Lenna
especially during this pandemic. May
their skills and talents earn them a living. McKee; John Malcolm Green; Lorna
Gladys Steele; Janet Anne Francis;
Pray for : Alf; Felicity Baker; Joyce
Phyllis Howell; Kathleen Priscilla Meggitt
Bannister; Anne B.; John Burns; Rosemary and for any others whose year’s mind
B.; June Cameron; Dallas Cox; Eddy;
falls around this time.
Simeon Felt; Anna Felt; Margaret
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
Gilmour; Margaret Hayes; Graeme; Enid
let light perpetual shine upon them!
Kell; Jessie Langenegger; Lily; Margaret;
Kay McKinnon; David Morgan; Clive
Norton; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark
Palmer; Sophie Palmer; Michelle
Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Sarah Sakr; Diane
Smith; Elsa Sorensen; Peter Sorensen;
Margaret Stephenson; Jean Storey; David
Thompson; Geoff Voller; Dora Whitway;
Bob Woods

Services during this week at St Paul’s
Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the
Chapel of our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Monday 24th August - Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr



Thursday 27th August - Monica, Mother of Augustine (d.387)



Friday 28th August - Augustine of Hippo, Bishop and teacher (d.430)



Saturday 29th August - The Beheading of John the Baptist, collect of Martyr
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Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest
Honorary Priest

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins
rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM
Fr Jim Pettigrew

Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King
Director of Music
Parish Organist
Organ Scholar

Mr David Russell
Michael Deasey FRSCM
Bailey Yeates

Rector’s Warden Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
People’s Wardens

Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra
(9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday)

•

Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community.

•

With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is
personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life.

•

We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing.

•

Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a

9747 4000

24 HOURS 7 DAYS
www.unityfunerals.com.au

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE
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