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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal                       p.3                              

people of the Eora Nation  

 Sunday Services        p.6 

 Thank Yous         P.10 

 Parish Pantry Team were nominated for            p.14                         

NSW Volunteer Team Award for Mid Western 

Sydney 

 Dean Percy exonerated over safeguarding     p.25                

charges 

                                                                  

      And Much More... 

   Sunday 20th of September 2020          

  16th Sunday after Pentecost 

8.00am     Holy Eucharist 

9.30am    Parish Sung Eucharist                          

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语传

统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 

Our parish’s patron is St 

Paul the Apostle who was 

one of the early Church’s 

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he                     

visited communities located 

around the Mediterranean 

Sea and in Asia Minor                               

proclaiming the good news 

of the death and                        

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the 

Church at Corinth, Paul tells 

how he handed on the                          

tradition of the Last Supper 

to them and it is this sacred 

meal that we share which 

makes us one with Jesus and 

with the Church, both living 

and departed, today. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings      Year A    Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist            for next Sunday 

Exodus 16.2-15                       The First Reading      Exodus 17.1-7                          

Ps 105.1-6,37-45                     The Psalm             Ps 78.1-4,11-16                                            

Philippians 1 or 1.21-30       The Epistle       Philippians 2 or 2.1-13 

Matthew 20.1-16                  The Gospel             Matthew 21.23-32  
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Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are all well. 

As of the 24th of July the limit on the number of people allowed to                          

attend places of worship and religious gatherings will be 100 people 

whilst still observing the one person per four square metre rule. St Paul’s 

has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe business.  

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under

-rules 

Congregational singing is not permitted for the time being but the 

words will be included in the Order of Service so that Parishioners can 

hum the words. 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been                  

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all who 

attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously  attended to, 

such as observing the  need for hand washing and sanitizing,               

physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has  been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to.                                        

 

News from around St Paul’s 
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4.Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.                   

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols will be                      

observed. Those attending our morning tea need to be seated                          

and not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all  government directives and legal                        

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 a.m. 

If the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming high holy days we will be observing: 

 St Francis’ Day on Sunday the 4th of October; 

 St. Luke’s Day on Sunday the 18th of October; 

 All Saints’ Day on Sunday the 1st of November; 

 All Souls’ Day on Monday the 2nd of November; 

 Christ the King on Sunday the 22nd of November. 

We will make plans for Advent and Christmas closer to the time when 

we know what we are dealing with in terms of permitted numbers and 

space required. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                       

James. 
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Thank You from the Trading 

Table 

Thank you for supporting the                

Trading Table by buying or                    

donating fresh goods for sale. It has 

been encouraging with the results 

making $113.50 last Sunday. Please 

keep checking what we have each 

week. Tubes of hand sanitizer are 

still available at a special price of 

$5 a tube or 2 for $8. 

There is a good selection of                  

marmalades (citrus, Seville orange, 

Grapefruit, Lemon, Lime &                     

combination of both, Mandarin, 

Cumquat), Butters (Lemon, Lime, 

combination of both and with             

passion fruit, grapefruit)                       

Strawberry, Blueberry& Plum jams, 

Crab Apple jelly, not to mention 

the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type 

of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to 

make it for you. 

MASKS: There are now a few masks 

available. They have been very 

popular  

Plants: Herbs parsley, basil & mint 

available for $2 each 

 

Flowering Strawberry Plants                       

$3 each 

Lavender plant $3 

There are few books people might 

be interested in if you are looking 

for something during these                    

pandemic times. They will be               

$1 each. 

Is anyone interested in vinyl                  

records of Gilbert & Sullivan or             

operas, please speak to Pam about 

them. 

Check out the DVD’s available            

$1 each 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would 

like some jams/marmalades please 

phone Pam and she will organize 

them for you to collect. 

Raffle 

Raffle tickets are still available for 

purchase $2 or 3 for $5 

There is a beautiful Tiffany lamp as 

the main prize along with other 

lovely prizes. Please support the 

fundraiser. 

The raffle will be drawn today               

Sunday 20th September so please 

make sure you have your tickets. 
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THE TRADING TABLE GOES 

PUBLIC! 

Due to popular demand we are                   

taking the Trading table back to      

the front of the church on Saturday 

October 17 from 9.00am to 12 noon 

We will have jams, chutneys, cakes 

and biscuits and small garden 

plants. 

It will be open Volunteers to help                

at the Trading Table and of course 

people to bake lots of cakes. 

If you can help in any way please 

contact Pam or leave a message at 

the office. 

 

Congratulations to the                  

Newly Baptized! 

Today,  after the 9.30am Service, we 

will welcome into the family of God, 

the Church, through the Sacrament 

of Holy Baptism, Emily Ilona Wales 

and Zachary David Draggs. 

Please pray for Emily, Zachary, their 

parents and Godparents that they 

may know God’s presence in their 

lives and be enfolded with God’s 

love. 

 

 

Mosaic Workshops 

The mosaic project is part of the 

150th Anniversary of the Church 

and has been designed by                     

Susanna Mills for the tower 

porch. The design  has been                    

finalized and now ready                            

for creating.  

DATES: Mosaic workshops will start 

on Thursday 24 and Friday 25                

September.  

DAYS:  Every Thursday and Friday 

until the mosaic floor is completed 

and installation ready.   

If people are interested we could 

have one on a Thursday Night in-

stead of the daytime from 6/6.30 – 

8.30/9pm. I need to hear from you 

to make a decision 

TIMES: Workshops to run from 

11/11.30am to 2/2.30pm  

PLACE: Large hall 

VOLUNTEERS: Numbers have to 

be limited to 10. If you are interest-

ed in being involved in this project 

please contact Pam on                               

9747 3619/0402547892                                   

or email pambrock@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com


10 

WANTED 

Very small glass jars                                                                                                 

For jams for pantry people   

(Mustard size or smaller)                                                                                          

Please pass on to Rosemary.         

Thank you.  

Thank yous  

Carey and James from CVAV              

microphones have installed two 

new microphones over the choir 

stalls and we now have a new         

headset and a new lapel                     

microphone. Hopefully this will 

make the things much easier for 

everyone to hear. 

More and more people are                  

contributing to the Parish Pantry. 

Thank you to each of you. 

A special thank you to the KYB            

ladies (Know your Bible) who have 

been making regular donations for 

several years now. 

Also a special thank you to Sarah 

from God's Love Care Feed Charity 

Shop who along with Syd make 

sure that everyone is getting plenty 

of fruit and vegetables each week. 

The last two weeks we have                        

received  precooked meals of rice, 

dahl and chicken curry from the 

Rotary Club of Granville. 

Jane, Martin and Frazer Cordina, 

Jude and Nadia have cleared the                      

vegetation to make way for the              

air-conditioning units which will be 

placed outside on the wall of the 

south transept.  

Thank you to everyone who 

adapted to the new seating                    

arrangements for today. The air 

conditioning people hope to be     

finished by the end of                    

October when the pews will be 

back to their rightful places. 

Consort 8 played magnificently last 

night. We are very grateful to them 

for raising funds for the Parish                 

Pantry. 

This week there has been a lot of 

rearranging of food and furniture 

as we make more storage spaces 

available on a more permanent                  

basis. Having colonised Fr James’ 

laundry we have now taken over 

his kitchen with semipermanent 

shelving and his dining room is 

now with cartoons of Weetbix.  
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GARDEN PHOTOS – Photos courtesy of Kerin Brown  
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Congratulations Jessica Proctor on being awarded the 2020 

Young Volunteer of the Year for Mid Western Sydney 
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 The Parish Pantry Team were nominated for NSW Volunteer Team 

     Award for Mid Western Sydney 
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TRADING TABLE TREATS 
 

Leading up to Christmas 

 

In addition to the wonderful selection of goodies that can be found on the                
Trading Table each week we will be adding something special to tempt you with 

on the last Sunday of month leading up to Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 27  

“DINNER FOR ONE” 
 

Chicken and Mushroom Casserole 

Corned Beef with Parsley Sauce and Steamed Vegetables 

Irish Stew with Lamb 

Mexican Lassagne 

Morocan Lamb 

Zucchini Slice with Green Salad (Veg) 

 

       Orders only 

Lentil Curry (Mild)  (Veg) 

White Bean Casserole (Veg) 
 

 

 

  

September 27    “DINNER FOR ONE” 

  

                          October 25    HOME  MADE CAKES & SLICES & DESSERTS 

  

November 29    CHRISTMAS GOODIES 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry 

Account 

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  7th SEPT-13th SEPT and other 

donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory:$2282                                                 

≈  Parish Pantry: $65                                               

≈ Building Fund: $10                                                 

≈ Donation for Choir Room:$1000                                                                 

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $3357 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

"Let this encourage those of you who belong to Christ: the storm may 

be tempestuous, but it is only temporary. The clouds that are                             

temporarily rolling over your head will pass, and then you will have fair 

weather, an eternal sunshine of glory. Can you not watch with Christ for 

one hour? " 

William Gurnall (1617-1679)                                                                                        

An English author and Anglican clergyman  

Quote of the Week 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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  Exodus 16.2-15; Psalm 105.1-6, 37-45; 

  Philippians 1. 1-20, [21-30]; Matthew 20.1-16 

Even though God was already providing for the 

Israelites as they were journeying out of Egypt, the 

people nonetheless complained, remembering their 

enslavement as an idyllic time when they sat by 

fleshpots eating their fill of bread. So, having provided for their needs, 

God now provides for the ungrateful people’s wants, sending them manna 

in the morning and quails in the evening. God gives freely to sustain life in 

a foretaste of the Eucharist. ‘In Exodus, through food and water, the people 

are transformed, as they grow from adolescence to adulthood – into being 

God’s people, obedient to him.’ – Chris Haslam 

 Pray that we will be committed to sharing God’s generosity 

throughout the world. 

 Give thanks for all those who generously care for others, especially 

remembering Anglicare and all other church caring agencies 

throughout Australia. 

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

 READ LEARN AND INWARDLY DIGEST…  

Longing to say adieu to COVID and move closer to God                                             

- By Graeme Garrett 

We certainly wish it would. The sooner the better. After all, the virus has 

forced many an unwanted farewell on us. Adieu to social and family        

gatherings. Adieu to normal school, university and vocational training for 

young people. Adieu to travel options and freedom of movement. Adieu 

to businesses, personal livelihoods and jobs. Adieu to hopes and dreams. 

And adieu to people – how many thousands throughout the world? Loved. 

And now lost. 
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So many adieus. We feel overwhelmed, confused, sorrowful, angry,    

frightened, at a loss. And long for the time when we can say our pent-up 

adieu in return. Get lost COVID-19. And good riddance! 

Adieu means farewell. Separation, breaking apart, letting go. And all the 

anguish – or relief! – that comes with it. But adieu also means – literally – 

“to God” (à Dieu). The English word goodbye has a similar, if also             

recedingly faint, theological echo arising from the mists of its linguistic                

origins: “God be with you”. 

Is it possible that COVID-19’s many adieus carry something of this            

ancient lineage hidden within their unwelcome disruptions of our lives? 

Is it possible to ask – without sounding simply offensive – where is God 

in this grief and confusion? Does COVID -19 say à Dieu? 

I don’t know. Which is just another ignorance to join the dance of that 

whirlwind of unknowing in which I am presently enveloped. 

But perhaps this is worth pondering. The Jewish/Christian tradition is      

littered with memories of profound moments of confusion, grief,                   

suffering and death, moments filled, we might say, with outrageous 

adieus, both personal and public, in which significant (often disruptive) 

encounters with God took place. Think of the experiences of Elijah,                 

Jeremiah, Job and Saul of Tarsus. Think of Mary of Nazareth, Mary Magda-

lene and the distraught Widow of Nain. Remember Gethsemane, Calvary, 

and the unused tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. The dark night of the soul 

and the bright light of revelation, in these stories at least, seem to be        

inextricably entangled. 

A pivotal story of adieu stands out – the Exodus, morally ambiguous 

though the story is. Exodus is not an individual experience, not a                      

personal dark night of the soul. It involves a whole nation. The Israelites 

are all caught up in it, ready or not. Murder, power politics, oppression, 

plague, dislocation, homelessness, suffering, hunger, fatigue, hopeless 

wandering in a trackless wasteland, and no end in sight. “On the third 

new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt … they 

came into the wilderness of Sinai,” the text says (Ex 19.1). A barren,        
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inhospitable, godforsaken crag of rock in the middle of the desert.          

Nature herself was troubled. Thunder, lightning, smoke, darkened the 

sky above, earth tremors shook the ground beneath. Nothing was            

secure. “All the people … were afraid and trembled and stood at a             

distance” (Ex 20.18). They had already said adieu to so much. Were 

they now to say adieu to life itself? 

At this the low point of experience, one of the most disconcerting yet 

intriguing verses in all Scripture appears. “Then Moses drew near to 

the thick darkness where God was”(Ex 20.21, italics added). The              

Exodus has been interpreted as an act of liberation from oppression, as 

a journey to a better place. There are good reasons for seeing it that 

way. But the trouble with hindsight is that it isn’t available in the uproar 

of the moment. People were afraid and bewildered. Let’s get back to 

where we came from. In Egypt, at least we knew where we were and 

who we were. “This wilderness [will] kill the whole assembly with              

hunger” (Ex 16.3). If God is reckoned to be in this “thick darkness”, let 

Moses check it out. We’ll keep our distance, thank you! 

Moses did. And God spoke. When he came down from Mount Sinai,  

Moses was bearing what we know as the ten commandments. 

What did this à Dieu experience uncover in the tumult of all that chaos 

and darkness? Put simply, it boils down to the challenge to identify 

what matters most when we are up against it. Two things: First, “do not 

make for yourself an idol”, especially not one in your own image                   

(Ex 20.2-4). Humans are neither the only nor the ultimate meaning of 

things. Second, look out for others, including animals, caught up in the 

turmoil with you. Disloyalty, disrespect, greed, lying, killing, seeking 

unjust advantage, are the seeds of death. Best not to scatter them               

(Ex 20.12-17). 

Centuries later, Jesus famously summed up the story. Love God with all 

your heart, soul, mind and strength. And love your neighbour as                     

yourself. “There is no other commandment (i.e., no other à Dieu                    

revelation) greater than these,” he said (Mk 12.29-30). 
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Significant encounters with God do 

seem to emerge again and again 

from situations of disruption and 

chaos. That can’t be accidental. The                   

appearance of real love – the                  

unrelenting love that created the 

heavens and the earth – inevitably 

uncovers the presence and                  

operation of un-love and anti-love 

in ourselves and in our society.              

Disloyalty, disrespect, greed, lying 

and the rest are unsheltered by the 

divine presence. When the light 

shines, the darkness stands out. 

Does COVID-19 say adieu? 

It depends. Will we risk entering 

the “thick darkness” and face the  

structural injustices that mark the 

politics and economics that have 

brought us to this current place? 

Will we acknowledge and take                          

responsibility for our part in the 

troubled state of nature all around? 

Or will we choose to go back to the 

place we came from? 

The Revd Dr Graeme Garrett is a 

retired Anglican priest, a                         

theologian and member of the            

adjunct staff of Trinity College               

Theological School. 

 

 

Dean Percy exonerated over 

safeguarding charges 

- By a staff reporter 

THE Dean of Christ Church, the 

Very Revd Professor Martyn Percy, 

has been cleared of all safeguard-

ing charges (News, 6 March, 13 

March). 

The announcement came on           

Tuesday morning from the Bishop 

of Huddersfield, Dr Jonathan Gibbs, 

the lead safeguarding bishop: “An 

independent investigation into alle-

gations that the Dean, Martyn Percy, 

failed to fulfil his safeguarding               

responsibilities has concluded the 

Dean acted entirely appropriately 

in each case. 

“The National Safeguarding Team 

(NST) followed the House of                     

Bishops guidance when the four 

separate allegations were referred 

earlier in the year relating to the 

Dean, a senior office-holder. At no 

point was there any allegation or 

evidence that the Dean presented a 

direct risk to any child or                              

vulnerable adult.” 

Dr Gibbs continues: “I am aware 

this has been a very difficult time 

for all parties, particularly Martyn 

and his family, and I would like to 
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thank everyone for their cooperation.” 

He concludes: “Now the investigation has concluded and the Dean has 

been exonerated of these safeguarding allegations, the NST’s                

involvement has come to an end.” 

The Bishop of Oxford, Dr Steven Croft, welcomed the news that the Dean 

had been exonerated. He said: “The investigation process was not         

without pain, and could have been concluded more quickly,  

but it is entirely right that allegations against clergy and church officers 

are properly investigated when they are made.” 

And he repeated: “This investigation brings full closure to the matter 

put before the NST, though these continue to be testing times for all at 

Christ Church.” 

Dean Percy has made no public comment about the outcome. 

The assertions by both bishops that the investigation into the                        

allegations was “right” is a response to a series of challenges by the 

Dean throughout the investigation that the NST was being “played” by 

members of the Christ Church Governing Body as part of a long-

running campaign to oust him from his position as Head of House. 

Dean Percy has criticised the selection of the core group set up to            

examine his case, most members of which, he argued, had undeclared 

conflicts of interest; the conduct of the investigation, which at times        

appeared to be directed by a lawyer representing the hostile Christ 

Church dons; and the C of E’s jurisdiction. 

A letter sent to the General Synod by two supporters (News, 19 June) 

maintained that, while all C of E clergy must have “due regard” for              

safeguarding standards, none of the allegations related to the Dean’s 

ministry in the cathedral. 

The letter’s authors warned: “If Dean Percy is criticised by the Church 

or the Charity Commission, it will be pleaded in the defence of the 

Dean’s Employment claim against the Governing Body to defeat or               

mitigate the damages for the dons’ failed coup. We are being used.” 
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The charges related to the Dean’s handling of four historic safeguarding 

allegations made to him by former students. All were adults when they 

approached him. None was at risk. None had made any complaint against 

him. The complaint came, instead, from within the Christ Church                   

Governing Body. 

The paradox is that Dr Percy’s long-running dispute with a group of 

Christ Church dons began when he criticised the college’s safeguarding 

procedures more than two years ago. He was accused of “immoral,          

scandalous, and disgraceful behaviour” in a dispute about pay and             

governance, and was suspended (News, 9 November 2018). He was                    

completely exonerated by an internal inquiry conducted by Sir Andrew 

Smith (News, 23 August 2019). 

He was reinstated that autumn, but has been prevented from functioning 

as head of the college while his employment-tribunal case to recover the 

£400,000 costs of defending himself is pending. The college is                                   

understood to have spent £2-3 million attempting to remove him. 

Since reporting him to the National Safeguarding Team, the college                     

authorities have described the Dean as a “safeguarding risk”, written to 

all staff, students, and parents at the cathedral school saying that he was 

being investigated, and attempted to stop him interacting with students. 

During this time, 41 members of the Governing Body wrote to the chair  

of the Charity Commission, Baroness Stowell, accusing Dr Percy of 

“sacrificing the best interests of Christ Church to his own”. Signatories 

included dons criticised in the Smith inquiry; another was Professor Jan 

Joosten, who, at the end of June, was imprisoned in France for              

downloading 28,000 child-abuse images (News, 3 July). 

 Although the statements by both bishops draw a line under the NST             

investigation, Dr Gibbs said that there would be a “lessons-learnt”            

review. “There will of course be lessons to learn about the processes, as 

there are with any safeguarding case, and that is an essential part of our 

guidance to make the Church a safer place for all.” He welcomed the 

willingness of Dean Percy to participate in this. 
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Dr Gibbs concluded his statement on Tuesday: “I continue to pray for 

his ministry and the life of the Cathedral and its mission in the diocese 

and wider Church. 

“As I have said before, the NST has no view about, and is not involved in, 

the wider issues relating to the College and the Dean at Christ Church, 

Oxford, and this remains the case.” 

A statement released by the Christ Church authorities later on Tuesday 

reports that there had been “no breach of the Church of England’s pro-

tocols”. 

It goes on: “Safeguarding is of the utmost importance at Christ Church, 

and it is our obligation to report such concerns appropriately. After a 

query from a national newspaper regarding a serious sexual assault, an 

independent QC advised that a referral should be made to the Church 

of England as the handling of such disclosures fell within its                        

jurisdiction. 

“It is vital that everyone has the confidence to report safeguarding         

concerns. We will be reviewing the NST’s findings with regard to Christ 

Church’s safeguarding responsibilities.” 

 

Thought capitalism couldn't get worse? Meet the work-

place 'spiritual consultants'  

- By Jessa Crispin, a Guardian US columnist 

Employers have figured out how to exploit society’s crisis of meaning – 

by turning workplaces into sites of cult-like religious devotion 

Do you feel lost? Like your life has been drained of meaning or pur-

pose? During your work day, do you wander from task to task in a daze, 

just waiting to be released from this painful monotony? 

Yeah, well, guess what, your boss noticed and now she’s hired a spiritual 

consultant. Firms like Ritualist and Ritual Design Lab – there is also a    

robust selection of freelance consultants available, according to the 
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quick and demoralizing Google I just did – help corporations imbue the 

office space with what the New York Times calls “some of the meaning 

that [people] used to derive from churches, temples, mosques, and the 

like”. 

That sense of alignment with the divine, of guidance and belonging, of 

comfort and solidarity once provided by the act of congregation – that 

maybe got soiled or complicated by things like child sexual abuse 

scandals or a religious community that struggled to incorporate cultural 

shifts like social justice movements – can now be easily replaced by the 

same employer who recently refused to add dental to your health            

benefits. By promoting “mindfulness” and “intention”, by participating 

in group rituals, by making even routine tasks meaningful and soulful, 

employers can make the work day a kind of spiritual practice. 

And to these consultancy organizations, I only want to say one thing: 

congratulations. You just invented the cult. 

This is just the next inevitable step in the secularization process that       

divides ancient tradition from its larger contexts or meanings. The an-

cient tradition of yoga is no longer a philosophical discipline, it’s about 

shapely buttocks; witchcraft is not about overthrowing your oppressors 

but instead about getting a raise at your job. Silicon Valley bros have 

been using the same psychedelics and mindfulness traditions once 

used to expand consciousness and pursue peace to increase productiv-

ity and come up with radical innovations like: what if we took the expe-

rience of being in a zen monastery and turned it into an app. This world 

truly can drain the beauty out of anything and then try to sell you the 

husk. 

One of the grifters behind this trend is Casper ter Kuile, author of The 

Power of Ritual, who, when he discovered that many people now turn to 

things like SoulCycle to offer them “a sense of belonging rooted in          

accountability”, did not use it as an opportunity to realize we are in the 

middle of a profound crisis of hopelessness and despair, but instead 

decided to use that to charge a lot of money to workplaces to tell them 
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to be more like SoulCycle. (An environment in which you are beaten 

down physically and emotionally by repetitive monotony, body dysmor-

phia, and being yelled at aggressively about how great you are doing but 

you should also be doing better: aren’t workplaces already too much like 

SoulCycle?) 

Of course, corporations have been behaving like religious institutions for 

a long time, demanding full obedience with the threat of excommunica-

tion. Religion is supposed to be about managing the relationship                  

between the material world and the divine, but like all institutions, it got 

greedy for power. With the invention of monotheism came the notion that 

one god and one system could offer answers for all things, including 

things that were frankly none of its business. With this innovation,                  

suddenly religions started telling everyone what to wear, what to eat, 

what to do with our sexual organs – if we don’t follow these nonsensical 

rules we risk being tossed out of God’s graces. 

Similarly, large corporations and institutions try to pretend our                           

co-workers are our family to manipulate us into devoting an                               

ever-increasing amount of time and energy into making its top members 

wealthier. They suck up our leisure time with team-building exercises 

and retreats, happy hours and “personal development” that are totally 

not mandatory but you’ll be marked as antisocial if you try to avoid them. 

They track our health and exercise routines, disguising surveillance as 

care. Corporations like Google offer their employees things like trans-

portation, laundry services and food. And now they want our souls, too. 

The goal is to make it all the harder to leave or ask for more money, and 

to enable a self-enforced sense of obedience. After all, if you drunk-tweet 

something off-color during the few hours you have to yourself and you 

get fired for it, it’s not just your income you will lose: security will come to 

escort you off the premises of your entire life. 

Our jobs are not supposed to bring us enlightenment. They are supposed 

to bring us money and stolen office supplies. The much-missed                             

anthropologist and anarchist David Graeber revealed that 40% of us feel 

like our jobs are meaningless, that our employment means nothing to            
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ourselves nor to the functioning of the world. Rather than panic at this  

notion and self-hypnotize ourselves into thinking this spreadsheet totally 

matters on this plane of existence and the next, we should acknowledge 

the meaninglessness and withhold our devotion. Let us not feel grateful 

for our exploitation, and let us not try to invite God into our Zoom call. 

Our spirits need tending, yes. But that is a task for when we are off the 

clock, and we will never be off the clock if we hand our souls over to our 

bosses. If we are going to perform any ritual at work, let it be to invite a 

demon into the sacred circle to smite our enemy, Liz in Human Resources. 

And if we have to play a spiritual role in front of our boss, let it be that of 

the heretic. 

From the 'Jihadi Jew' to a hijabi Instagrammer, here's what 

happens when spirituality meets social media 

- By Siobhan Hegarty for Soul Search 

In Lee Weissman's newly religious days, he carried his truth like a holy 

sledgehammer, he says, wielding it against unreceptive family and 

friends. 

"I think a lot of people go through a phase of feeling like they've sudden-

ly discovered the truth and they need to beat everybody over the head 

with it," says the American rabbi and interfaith educator. 

"Certainly, on Twitter you will find many of those people, because that's 

the fastest way to beat people over the head." 

But the proselytising and partisan nature of Twitter hasn't stopped Rabbi 

Weissman from engaging online — quite the opposite. 

In the past decade, he's become a prolific tweeter — known online as the 

"Jihadi Jew" — and amassed 38,000 followers. 

Rabbi Weissman is part of a growing number of "religious influencers", 

persons of faith sharing their spirituality, and sometimes modest style, 

online. 

How to win followers and influence 
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According to Heidi Campbell, a professor of digital religion at Texas 

A&M University, social media users see their online identity as an exten-

sion of their real-life identity. 

"I'm from the school of thought that a person's identity and religious iden-

tity isn't something they put on like a coat, it's something that they em-

brace," she says. 

Professor Campbell, who's studied online religious communication since 

the 1990s, says some users will consciously share their spirituality, rather 

than hide it, to avoid onlookers from speculating and making up stories. 

"If you show inconsistency of your identity, your profile, then you lose au-

thenticity," she says. 

"In the digital world, our credibility and reputation are the commodity 

with which we gain attention or influence." 

Empowering hijabi Instagrammers 

With an Instagram following of nearly 150,000, it could be said that Yas-

min Jay wields a fair amount of influence. 

Since starting her account at age 15, the hijabi-sporting Sydneysider has 

become known for modest fashion hacks and makeup tutorials. 

While she prefers the term "blogger" to "influencer" — she views her In-

stagram feed as a "visual diary" — Ms Jay agrees that authenticity is what 

has helped her gain attention online. 

"I blog my everyday life and when I travel or go to events, so it's pretty 

much my platform to express myself," she says. 

And a good part of that expression centres on style. Like many Muslims, 

Ms Jay's faith feeds into her fashion choices. 

"Modesty isn't just about the way you dress, but it's how you speak and 

carry yourself, how you talk to people," she says. 

Ms Jay says the aim of her Instagram is to empower young, female Mus-

lims to be proud of their spirituality and — if they choose to wear it — 
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their hijab. 

"Especially in the media, hijabi 

girls receive so much criticism," 

she says. 

"[I want to show] girls that me 

wearing the hijab does not stop 

me, it only empowers me and 

makes me want to push even 

more." 

Since starting the account, Ms Jay's 

feed has morphed from a hobby 

into a part-time job, with brands 

asking her to collaborate on spon-

sored content. But she doesn't see 

the monetisation of her online 

identity as being at odds with her 

faith. 

Rather, she believes her exposure 

on social media challenges the 

idea that Islam oppresses women. 

"We as a community have to stick 

together and raise awareness on 

the issue and really just empower 

each other," she says. 

When jihad meets Judaism  

On Twitter, "Jihadi Jew" Rabbi 

Weissman is also trying to                    

dismantle negative connotations 

associated with Islam.  

Rabbi Weissman with a pink and 

green-dyed beard. 

Rabbi Weissman has a colourful 

personality online, tweeting                 

poems, proverbs and pictures of            

nature.(Supplied: Rabbi Lee    

Weissman) 

He chose the attention-grabbing 

moniker because it reflects his 

own spiritual journey — "jihad" is 

Arabic for "struggle" or "striving" 

— and sparks conversations across 

faith communities. 

"[Jihad] is a very powerful idea, 

and one that's important also in Ju-

daism, [although] it goes by other 

names," he says. 

"It's the same concept: that we are 

spiritual creatures in a constant 

state of struggle with our own low-

er selves, and sometimes with the 

world around us, in a fight for jus-

tice." 

In adopting the term jihadi, and 

spreading a message of compas-

sion, the Jewish rabbi found a new 

audience online. 

He says most of his Twitter follow-

ers are young Muslims. 

 

Tackling Twitter trolls with 

kindness 

Rabbi Weissman's social media ex-
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perience hasn't been devoid of difficulty. He still receives religiously vili-

fying messages, often from anonymous profiles. 

But he's come to view trolling as a chance to challenge and change peo-

ple's minds. 

"When I'm trolled, I have the opportunity to show people how you deal 

with opposition in a way that's kind and respectful," he says. 

"It almost always works." 

Rabbi Weissman says in his nearly 10 years of tweeting he's had two 

"stalker trolls" who were hostile and threatening. 

But in the end, he says both "came to their senses" and apologised for 

their behaviour. 

The rabbi's online connections don't exist in a vacuum. 

Several years ago, he announced to his digital following that he planned 

to go on a cross-country interfaith tour, posing the question: "Where 

should I go?"  

"People arranged all sorts of things in their homes, synagogues, 

mosques," says Rabbi Weissman.  

"I got in the car and travelled place to place. I was a guest in people's 

houses. It was all organised by people in my social media feed."  

It's never about winning an argument  

Interfaith work seems a natural fit for the rabbi, who was raised in a Jew-

ish but "not particularly religious" household and began his spiritual 

quest after living in India.  

"I did my PhD studies in South Asian studies and I lived in South India, in 

a Muslim neighbourhood," he says.  

 

"I was looking for a kind of spirituality that would allow me to have a fam-

ily and bring a consciousness of God into everything that I did. And Juda-
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ism really fit the bill for me." 

It was later, teaching at a college in 

Irvine, California, that the rabbi 

faced his first experience of reli-

gious mediation: Jewish and Muslim 

students who clashed over Israel. 

When he reached out to the stu-

dents, he found they were able to 

connect and empathise, and his own 

dining table became a place for in-

terfaith discussions.  

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, 

most of Rabbi Weissman's interfaith 

discussions have been held in the 

digital space. 

But whether it's online or in real life, 

he takes his lead from the late Rab-

bi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, a 

champion for interfaith dialogue. 

"He said, if you're not prepared to 

be changed by your encounter, then 

maybe you shouldn't bother with it," 

recalls Rabbi Weissman. 

"The moment that a person's goal is 

to win the conversation, all truth 

goes out the window." 

 

What price freedom? An         

Afghan Hazara refugee           

reflects on the sacrifices 

needed to feel safe  

- By Edith Bevin 

Najibeh Jafari fled Afghanistan as a 

refugee, but it was in Tasmania that 

she was forced to abandon an im-

portant part of her religion and          

culture to protect herself from         

persecution. 

Ms Jafari was brought to Hobart by 

the United Nations as a refugee 

about 14 years ago.  

Her people — the Hazara communi-

ty — were the subject of                      

persecution in Afghanistan. 

When she arrived as a young Mus-

lim woman she wore a headscarf in 

keeping with her religion. She re-

members not seeing other Muslims 

in the streets of Hobart. 

But Ms Jafari said after a decade of 

racial slurs and attacks she made 

the difficult decision to take it off, 

for good. 

"We came here we went to [the         

Hobart suburb of] Chigwell … so a 

new country, a new place, and peo-

ple looking at us weirdly," she said. 

 

"I knew a little English but the 

words they were saying, shouting at 

us from their car, from their neigh-

bours, from their home … we just 
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couldn't understand.  

"We knew that they were angry with 

us and we didn't know why. We were 

just too scared to go out. 

"So after all of these years I decide 

not to wear a headscarf because it 

was just too much and I lost lots of 

jobs because of that and it was hard 

to get a job. I would get a job and 

then I lost them for no reason and I 

went through a lot with that. 

"It was about three years I was 

thinking about it and when I told to 

people that I want to do it they said 

'no you're crazy, you won't do that'. I 

really want to have my headscarf on 

because of my own beliefs —  it was 

really hard." 

"I decided I won't have the head-

scarf because life was getting really 

tough for me over the years here." 

Food and stories bridging cul-

tures 

Ms Jafari now works as a multicul-

tural officer with the Afghan restau-

rant Zafira Foods in the Hobart sub-

urb of Moonah.  

 

The restaurant has just opened a 

cultural experience area where 

small  groups will be able to learn 

interactively about Afghan and 

Hazara culture and history, from  

Hazara people. 

Ms Jafari said it was about                    

educating people about the new 

communities they were seeing in 

the streets. 

"I think we are a little bit in a better 

place, but there's still lots to do," 

she said. 

"It is hard because outside our      

community in the wider community 

people think Afghanistan is only 

war and people are terrorists                  

because we're all Muslims. 

 

"As well, they think 'they just want to 

kill us and they have bombs inside 

their Hijab' or whatever, and it is             

really hard to explain that we are 

not those people. 

"The food is the most important one 

just to bring some of our culture. 

"Now we've got this [area] and this 

is so beautiful and so we will be 

able to help them with our culture, 

we will talk about the history of     

ourselves — the Hazara people in 

Afghanistan —  and anything else 

they want to know about religion or 

my experience as a refugee. 
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"There's still a little bit of racism but much calmer — people don't look at 

me that same way before, but there's still a bit of racism about." 

God is 'on the front lines' of pandemic 

Book God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and Its 

Aftermath, by Tom Wright (SPCK Publishing, 2020)  - By Bishop Paul Barker            

It has been a bewildering year. Diaries for 2020 remain unused. Future 

planning is fraught. We are overwhelmed with the daily numbers. Flatten-

ing curves is the new lingo, and no longer applies to diets. Normal is 

gone and the new normal remains unknown. We have all become expert 

epidemiologists, sourdough bakers and masks are no longer just for su-

perheroes or carnivale. As doors close and curfew shuts us in, as borders 

close and separation hurts, as isolation takes its gruelling mental toll, we 

debate the political strategies and long for a vaccine. We pin our hopes, 

desperately, on the cleverness of science and the economics to buy their 

coveted solution. 

It is easy to be drawn in to the vortex of a world governed by politics, 

economics and science. Our secular age looks for little else. We need to 

resist that pull and search for God. 

The church in earlier centuries endured pandemics or plagues, both with 

more frequency as well as having a more theological worldview. The an-

cient collects addressing plagues repay our frequent use. While we ought 

to be grateful for the advances of science which have spared us, we can-

not afford to pin our hopes on the secular world. On the other hand, we 

need to be cautious that our worldview is biblically theological, and                

neither superstitious nor mechanically retributive. 

Tom Wright’s book, more an extended essay, directs us to such a biblical 

theological worldview. After an introductory chapter, the second chapter 

is on the Old Testament, touching on prophets and curses, laments and 

exile, passages that people appeal to in order to make sense of our times. 

They are treated with a light touch directing us to Jesus, the focus of the 

next chapter. 

How critical this trajectory for understanding our world is. While ancient 
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Israel was distinctively God’s people, and God dealt with those people 

nationally, there is no simple, post-New Testament parallel. Which is why 

we need to interpret our world through Jesus. Wright helps us see that 

from Jesus, we are directed forwards not backwards, not to analyse caus-

es of tragedy or sickness, but forwards to what God will do and what his 

kingdom will bring. The Lord’s Prayer directs us to this kingdom, and 

urges our penitence. We do not need special events or signs to prompt 

us. We need Jesus. As Wright says, when we look at our world to find an-

swers to what is God doing, but do not have Jesus in the centre, we are 

losing our way (see pages 19ff). 

Wright argues that more than the question, “Why?”, the pandemic ought 

to drive us to “What?” What should we do? In Acts and the epistles, he 

shows examples of practical Christian love, in caring for the poor and 

needy, and no great theological reflection on why there was a famine or 

sickness or disaster. We should lament. We should pray,    aching prayers 

in the place of pain, even without words, as in Romans 8, to a God of tears 

himself. We should be penitent. And we should love, doing good to all 

people, working with God to bring good. 

Where is God in the pandemic? On the front lines. Yes, sovereign, but not 

mechanistically, rather demonstrated in Jesus, the crucified king. 

Wright finishes with some brief comments on how the church recovers. 

There is more to the terrible choice between deaths and bankruptcies, 

which Wright insightfully likens to pagan gods. Asclepius, the god of 

healing, is in context with Mammon, who demands human sacrifice. Mars 

and Aphrodite look on. I share his pessimism that the outcome will not be 

a kinder society, nor a more equal one. The poor will suffer more, the 

wealthy will be vaccinated, safe, rich and secure. 

More than ever the church needs to give leadership, to pray, lament, seek 

justice, demonstrate love, and fix our hope on God, actively working with 

him for good. I am more than happy to commend this readable, helpful 

and engaging book.  
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Return to pre-coronavirus JobSeeker rate could cost 

145,000 jobs - By Nour Haydar 

Economists are warning of a $31.3 billion hit to the economy over two 

years if the Jobseeker welfare payment reverts to pre-pandemic levels.  

A Deloitte Access Economics analysis commissioned by the Australian 

Council of Social Services (ACOSS) found winding back the supplement 

this month, and then removing it entirely in December, would reduce the 

size of the economy by $31.3 billion over two years — equivalent to                

almost 1 per cent of GDP.  

The analysis also predicted a return of the JobSeeker payment to                       

pre-pandemic levels of $40 a day would lead to about 145,000 job losses. 

Economist at Deloitte Nicki Hutley said financial support for unemployed 

Australians and low-income earners would be critical to the nation's                         

economic recovery. 

"If we take it away too soon and too harshly, we will end up adding to the 

unemployment queue," Ms Hutley said.  

"We will remove growth from the economy. That means we will get less 

revenue for the Government, so you're actually giving yourself a bit of a 

slap in the face if you take it away." 

Ms Hutley said every dollar invested in JobSeeker was generating                      

significant economic return.  

"If people don't have the supplement, they can't consume as much," she 

said. 

"That affects demand for all sorts products right across the Australian 

economy but particularly the services sector and that's where we will see 

the biggest job losses."  

The Federal Government effectively doubled the JobSeeker payment — 

formerly known as Newstart — by introducing a $550 "coronavirus                  

supplement" when the pandemic first took hold and forced the mass 

shutdown of businesses.  
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The temporary supplement will be cut by $300 a fortnight on September 

25. The Government is yet to reveal what the future of the payment will be 

beyond the end of December.  

ACOSS chief executive officer Cassandra Goldie reiterated the organisa-

tion's calls for the Prime Minister to stop the imminent cut to the                           

supplement and instead legislate a permanent increase.  

"There are a lot of things that are not in our control in this pandemic but 

one thing that the Government does have control over is ensuring that 

everyone has enough to cover the basics of life, including a safe place to 

live," she said.  

"Not only is this the right thing to do, it's one of the best things we can do 

to support jobs now and on the long, hard road to full recovery." 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison previously said he was "leaning heavily" 

towards extending the supplement in some form beyond the end of the 

year.  

 

 

    A Prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God,                                                                                            

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church                                                                  

is governed and sanctified:                                                                                             

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful 

people, that in their vocation and ministry                                                                                  

they may serve you in holiness and truth                                                                             

to the glory of your name;                                                                                        

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,                                                                        

who is alive and reigns with you,                                                                                      

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCxtLp5KXKAhVBRZQKHegDC1IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchildren-praying-clipart&psig=AFQjCNGUL5UbyufNnLz3PVawqDPldlDkyQ&ust=14527
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to pray for the Province of 

the Episcopal Church of South Sudan, 

for The Most Revd Justin Badi Arama – 

Bishop of Juba and Archbishop of the 

Province of the Episcopal Church of 

South Sudan and for all his clergy and 

people.  

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those who 

provide care and shelter to other 

nations. May God give them strength 

and courage to continue their good 

deeds.   

Pray for : Alf; Felicity Baker; Joyce 

Bannister; Anne B.; John Burns; 

Rosemary B.; June Cameron; Eddy; 

Simeon Felt; Anna Felt; Margaret 

Gilmour; Margaret Hayes; Graeme; 

Janelle; Enid Kell; Jessie Langenegger; 

Lily; Margaret; Kay McKinnon; David 

Morgan; Clive Norton; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Mark Palmer; Sophie Palmer; 

Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Sarah 

Sakr; Diane Smith; Elsa Sorensen; Peter 

Sorensen; Margaret Stephenson; Jean 

Storey; David Thompson; Geoff Voller; 

Dora Whitway; Bob Woods 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed,  

especially Bruce Albert Walker Durham 

and Maya Ralley that God may grant 

them a place of refreshment, light and 

peace.   

Pray, too, for, Georges Mawad; Robert 

McClure; Gwendoline Beryl John; 

Eulalie Patricia Salisbury; Robert 

Walwin Ferris; Rev Dr John Geoffrey 

Beer; Vicki Dodman and for any others 

whose year’s mind falls around this 

time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 21st September - Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist and Martyr  

 Friday 25th September - Sergius of Moscow, abbot and teacher (d.1392) 

 Saturday 26th September - Lancelot Andrews, bishop of Winchester (d.1626) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

                      Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    

 

9747 4000 24 HOURS  7 DAYS 
  www.unityfunerals.com.au 

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

