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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal                     p.3                              

people of the Eora Nation  

 Sunday Services                        p.6 

 Saint Francis of Assisi              p.8  

 Meal4One                                                                p.13 

 St Paul’s Choir October News                            p.16                   

from the Director of Music  

 Second Wave will be harder, Archbishops warn p.25 

                  And Much More... 

   Sunday 4th of October 2020          

 FEAST OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI,                 

  DEACON, FRIAR & TEAHCER  

8.00am     Holy Eucharist 

9.30am    Procession Parish Sung Eucharist                         

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语

传统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE FEAST 

OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISSI 

O God, by whose grace                 
St Francis was conformed to 
your Son in poverty, humility, 
and service: grant that by 
walking in his footsteps, and 
with loving care for our               
brothers and sisters, we may 
be united with them in the 
Spirit, through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord.        Amen. 

Our parish’s patron is St Paul 

the Apostle who was one of the 

early Church’s missionary                   

leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he                     

visited communities located 

around the Mediterranean Sea 

and in Asia Minor proclaiming 

the good news of the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the Church 

at Corinth, Paul tells how he 

handed on the tradition of the 

Last Supper to them and it is 

this sacred meal that we share 

which makes us one with Jesus 

and with the Church, both              

living and departed, today. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings      Year A    Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist            for next Sunday 

Proverbs 15.  13-17                   The First Reading       Exodus 32.1-14                       

Ps 148: 7-14                                The Psalm                Ps 106.-6,20-24                                            

Galatians 6. 14-18                      The Epistle          Philippians 4 or4.1-9 

Matthew 10.  1-13, 16             The Gospel         Matthew 22.1-14  
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Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are all well. 

As of the 24th of July the limit on the number of people allowed to                          

attend places of worship and religious gatherings will be 100 people 

whilst still observing the one person per four square metre rule. St Paul’s 

has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe business.  

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under

-rules 

Congregational singing is not permitted for the time being but the 

words will be included in the Order of Service so that Parishioners can 

hum the words. 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been                  

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all who 

attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing,               

physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has  been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to.                                        

 

News from around St Paul’s 
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4.Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.                   

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols will be                      

observed. Those attending our morning tea need to be seated                          

and not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all  government directives and legal                        

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 a.m. 

If the situation changes wit h reference to the government’ s directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming high holy days we will be observing: 

 St Francis’ Day on Today, 4th of October; 

 St. Luke’s Day on Sunday the 18th of October; 

 All Saints’ Day on Sunday the 1st of November; 

 All Souls’ Day on Monday the 2nd of November; 

 Christ the King on Sunday the 22nd of November. 

We will make plans for Advent and Christmas closer to the time when 

we know what we are dealing with in terms of permitted numbers and 

space required. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                       

James. 
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Saint Francis of Assisi 

Saint of the Day for                      

October 4 

The patron saint of Italy, Francis of 

Assisi, was a poor little man who 

astounded and inspired the Church 

by taking the gospel literally—not 

in a narrow fundamentalist sense, 

but by actually following all that                         

Jesus said and did, joyfully, without 

limit, and without a sense of self-

importance. 

Serious illness brought the young 

Francis to see the emptiness of his 

frolicking life as leader of Assisi’s 

youth. Prayer—lengthy and                    

difficult—led him to a self-emptying 

like that of Christ, climaxed by                       

embracing a leper he met on the 

road. It symbolized his complete                     

obedience to what he had heard in 

prayer: “Francis! Everything you 

have loved and desired in the flesh 

it is your duty to despise and hate,               

if you wish to know my will. And 

when you have begun this, all that 

now seems sweet and lovely to you 

will become intolerable and bitter, 

but all that you used to avoid will 

turn itself to great sweetness and                       

exceeding joy.” 

 

From the cross in the neglected 

field-chapel of San Damiano, Christ 

told him, “Francis, go out and build 

up my house, for it is nearly falling 

down.” Francis became the totally 

poor and humble workman. 

He must have suspected a deeper 

meaning to “build up my house.” 

But he would have been content to 

be for the rest of his life the poor 

“nothing” man actually putting 

brick on brick in abandoned chap-

els. He gave up all his possessions, 

piling even his clothes before his 

earthly father—who was demand-

ing restitution for Francis’ “gifts” to 

the poor—so that he would be total-

ly free to say, “Our Father in heav-

en.” He was, for a time, considered 

to be a religious fanatic, begging 

from door to door when he could 

not get money for his work, evoking                             

sadness or disgust to the hearts of 

his former friends, ridicule from the                    

unthinking. 

But genuineness will tell. A few                

people began to realize that this 

man was actually trying to be        

Christian. He really believed what 

Jesus said: “Announce the kingdom! 

Possess no gold or silver or copper 

in your purses, no traveling bag, no         

sandals, no staff” (Luke 9:1-3). 
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Francis’ first rule for his followers was a collection of texts from the                     

Gospels. He had no intention of founding an order, but once it began he 

protected it and accepted all the legal structures needed to support it. 

His devotion and loyalty to the Church were absolute and highly                           

exemplary at a time when various movements of reform tended to break 

the Church’s unity. 

Francis was torn between a life devoted entirely to prayer and a life of 

active preaching of the Good News. He decided in favour of the latter, but 

always returned to solitude when he could. He wanted to be a missionary 

in Syria or in Africa, but was prevented by shipwreck and illness in both 

cases. He did try to convert the sultan of Egypt during the Fifth Crusade. 

During the last years of his relatively short life, he died at 44, Francis was 

half blind and seriously ill. Two years before his death he received the 

stigmata, the real and painful wounds of Christ in his hands, feet and 

side. 

On his deathbed, Francis said over and over again the last addition to 

his Canticle of the Sun, “Be praised, O Lord, for our Sister Death.” He sang 

Psalm 141, and at the end asked his superior’s permission to have his 

clothes removed when the last hour came in order that he could expire 

lying naked on the earth, in imitation of his Lord. 
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THE PRAYER OF ST FRANCIS 

 

The Prayer attributed to St. Francis is one of the best known and best 
loved prayers in the world today. Attributed traditionally to St. Francis 
of Assisi (1181-1226), pictured above, its actual origins are much 
more recent. Nonetheless it beautifully reflects his devotion to God!  

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
Where there is injury, pardon;  
Where there is doubt, faith;  
Where there is despair, hope;  
Where there is darkness, light;  
And where there is sadness, joy.  

O Divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console;  
To be understood, as to understand;  
To be loved, as to love;  
For it is in giving that we receive,  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.  
Amen. 

http://www.franciscan-archive.org/franciscana/peace.html
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Painting of St Francis  and St Clare 



12 

Thank You from the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating 

fresh goods for sale. It has been  encouraging with the results making 

$108.30 last Sunday. Please keep checking what we have each week. 

Tubes of hand sanitizer are still available at a special price of $5 a tube 

or 2 for $8. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, Seville orange,              

Grapefruit, Lemon, Lime & combination of both, Mandarin, Cumquat, 

some with liquor), Butters (Lemon, Lime, combination of both and with 

passion fruit, grapefruit) Strawberry, Blueberry & Plum jams, Crab                

Apple jelly, honey, not to mention the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to make it for you. 

We also have Tomato & Lentil soup $3  

Slices of Lemon Cheesecake $3.50/$4 

MASKS: There are still a couple of masks available $5 each. They have 

been very popular  

Plants: Herbs parsley, rosemary, basil & mint available for $2 each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each 

Lavender plants $3 

There are few books people might be interested in if you are looking 

for something during these pandemic times. They will be $1 each. 

Is anyone interested in vinyl records of Gilbert & Sullivan or operas, 

please speak to Pam about them. 

Check out the DVD’s available $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If   

anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades 

please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect. 
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Meal4One 

This was a brilliant suggestion as a 

fundraiser and extremely popular.  

The menu had a choice of seven 

meals: Chicken & Mushroom, 

Corned Beef, steamed vegetables  

& parsley sauce, Irish stew, Mexican                

Lasagna, Moroccan Lamb, Zucchini 

Slice with green salad and lentil 

curry. 102 meals were pre-ordered 

by 24 people and pre-paid. The 

most popular were Chicken & 

Mushroom and Irish stew. Each 

meal was $6.50. 

The gourmet cooks Rosemary King, 

Jane Woods, Jennie Carpenter & 

Margaret Stephenson prepared  all 

this delicious food. They               

couldn’t have done it without the 

help from Margaret Harris, Bob 

Woods, Andrew Connolly and Bob 

Stephenson. Thank you one and all! 

If you either missed out or would 

like another frozen meal there are 

still a few Corned Beef and                 

Mexican Lasagna left for purchase.  

We have so far raised around $702.  

 

 

 

 

The Trading Table goes  

Public! 

Due to popular demand we are   

taking the Trading table back to the 

front of the church on Saturday             

October 17 from 9.00am to 12 noon. 

We will have jams, chutneys, cakes 

and biscuits and small garden 

plants. 

We will need  Volunteers to help       

especially on the Saturday and of 

course people to bake lots of cakes. 

If you can help in any way please 

contact Pam or leave a message at 

the office. 

A photo of Fr James carrying boxes                      

delivered for Parish Pantry  
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TIMES: Workshops to run from 11/11.30am to 2/2.30pm  

PLACE: Large hall 

VOLUNTEERS: Numbers have to be limited to 10. If you are                          

interested in being involved in this project please contact Pam on 

97473619/ 0402547892 or email pambrock@hotmail.com  

Thank yous  

Thank you to those people who cooked up a storm for our Meals             

for One event last Sunday;  Jane Carrick and Bob Woods, Jennie                 

Carpenter and Andrew Connolly, and Margaret Stephenson. This             

addition to the Trading Table was most successful raising over $700 

Thank you to everyone who helps with Parish Pantry. It was Margaret 

Whittaker's birthday on Tuesday and we wish her a very happy                   

birthday. 

Lee Brooks comes and cleans for us every week. We are very grateful 

for all her hard work. She has had to work doubly hard this week to get 

the church clean after the air conditioning installation. 

I would like to thank Sue Christie and Consort 8 who has donated $3900 

after their fund raising concert for the Pantry last week and Robert 

Small and Sue Christie who did all the pantry deliveries this week.  

Thank you to Caroline for all the hard work she puts in to preparing the 

newsletter each week. 

Thank you to Fr Michael for all the work he does behind the scenes to 

help those in need. 

Thank you to Fr James for always making himself available to those who 

need him. 

A Thank you Card                                                                                                             

Fr James and All our Dear Friends at St Paul’s, 

Thank you so much for supporting Consort 8. 

With Love from all of us 

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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A belated congratulations to Alan and Doreen Harland who recently celebrated 61 years 

of marriage. We sang “For they are Jolly Good Fellows” in the hall after Mass last week 

Our “COVID-Marshalls”, Jane and Tara Cordina, welcoming everyone at 

the back of the church a couple of weeks ago.  
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TRADING TABLE TREATS 
 

Leading up to Christmas 

 

In addition to the wonderful selection of goodies that can be 
found on the Trading Table each week, we will be adding 
something special to tempt you with on the last Sunday                 

of month leading up to Christmas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orders will be available to pick up in the hall                              
after the 9.30am Service  

 

 

 

  

  

  

October 25    HOME MADE CAKES, SLICES & 
DESSERTS  

  

November 29    CHRISTMAS GOODIES 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry  

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  21st Sept - 27th Sept and                   

other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory:$1765                                                          

≈  Parish Pantry: $1965                                             

≈ Building Fund: $10                                                                            

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $3740 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Mosaic Workshops 

The mosaic project is part of the 150th 

Anniversary of the Church and has 

been designed by Susanna Mills for 

the tower porch. The design has been 

finalized and we are now creating.  

DATES: Mosaic workshops started on 

Thursday 24th September .  

DAYS:  Every Thursday and Friday      

until the mosaic floor is completed 

and installation ready.   

TIMES: Workshops to run from 11am 

to 2pm  

PLACE: Large hall 

VOLUNTEERS: If you are interested in 

being involved in this project please 

contact Pam 9747 3619/0402547892 or 

email pambrock@hotmail.com.  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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 Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19; 

 Philippians 3 or Philippians 3.4b-14;   

 Matthew 21.33-46 

In the section before today's reading, Jesus highlights the 

hypocrisy and cowardice of the religious leaders. This 

parable is also directed to the Chief Priests and Elders. It 

succinctly locates Jesus’ own future suffering and death in line with the 

mistreatment of the Jewish prophets through the centuries.  

 The Chief Priests and Elders clearly get it. The parable contrast Jesus’ 

authentic servant leadership with their own, and so they seek to have 

Jesus arrested. 

 We pray for integrity in leadership in our community of faith, and in the 

secular community in this time of Covid 19.Seek the fruit of the Spirit for 

ourselves and each other; seek the fruits of the Kingdom for our parish, 

diocese and the national church.  How we behave as the body actually 

matters. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of 

Melanesia. 

Text: The Very Rev Phillip Saunders,  Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

 READ AND INWARDLY DIGEST…  

Second wave will be harder, Archbishops warn 

- by HATTIE WILLIAMS 

‘We will need to be more critical in our response to restrictions that are 

above and beyond government regulations’ 

DIVISIONS are deeper now — on the brink of a second wave of                             

coronavirus infections — than they were six months ago when the na-

tion first went into lockdown, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 

have warned in a joint letter to all bishops on Wednesday. 
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The letter speaks of the inevitability of further national and local re-

strictions as the winter months approach, and the responsibility of the 

Church to “avoid mistakes” and respond in the right way to a more com-

plex situation than before. In March, the Church was criticised for going 

beyond the government advice at the time and ordering church                                          

buildings to close, even to clergy (News, 24 March). 

“We will need to be more critical in our response to restrictions that are 

above and beyond government regulations,” the Archbishops write, 

“helping the Church at the local level, in parish and diocese, steer a 

course that is marked by responsible action towards each other, care for 

the most vulnerable, and witness for the poor and disadvantaged who 

are suffering disproportionately.” 

The Prime Minister announced on Tuesday that weddings in England are 

to be limited to a maximum of 15 people, down from 30. While numbers 

for funerals will remain at 30, after this date other life-cycle events, in-

cluding baptisms and ordinations, will no longer be exempt from the 

rule of six for social gatherings, which was introduced by the Govern-

ment last week. 

Updated guidance published on the Church of England website on 

Thursday afternoon, however, states that if these events “follow a pattern 

of communal worship — where all attendees arrive, worship and leave 

together in groups of no more than six people — then these services can 

continue to be attended by as many people as can safely accommodate 

in the Place of Worship while adhering to social distancing                                   

requirements.”  

The Archbishops’ letter continues: “Our national situation is much more 

complicated than it was in March. The divisions are deeper. There is  

public and reasonable concern about hunger — especially amongst    

children — and homelessness, with an expected rapid rise in evictions.” 

Their short letter also refers to the “concealed” issue of domestic                

violence, cases of which have risen globally during the pandemic (News, 

7 May); the impact on the national economy, on small businesses, and on 
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unemployment; and the effects of further restrictions on the elderly 

and isolated, and people on low incomes. 

They are particularly stern about the behaviour of banks, comparing 

them with the servant in St Matthew’s Gospel who, despite being for-

given his debts, turned on those who owed him money, and ended up 

being delivered to “the tormentors” (18.23-35). They write: “It will be 

for us and others to encourage the banks, who received such help in 

2009, to be equally merciful to others as the nation was to them.” 

Finally, the Archbishops acknowledge the “growing nervousness about 

Christmas” as well as mental health. The Church and its Bishops, they 

write, have a responsibility to use its networks to meet people with 

“hope and stability” where there is “weariness and tiredness”. 

“We are called to be responsible, but we are also called to resilience 

and prophetic speech. We have the networks, long since mobilised, 

and the partnerships to serve especially the hungry and homeless. Our 

schools are a particular treasure. 

“However, there will also be a sense of tiredness; the weariness which 

comes with dealing with yet another threat and difficulty. To face this, 

we must continue to encourage one another and bear one another’s 

burdens. We must in our meetings be transparent with each other, able 

to say difficult things in a way that avoids mistakes being made through 

unwilling acquiescence        to the perceived view of the majority.” 

The full text of the letter: 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

It is clear that we now have to gear up for a second wave of the corona-

virus. This is hard. Many people were starting to believe things could 

return to normal. They can’t. But neither are we in the same place as 

before. We have learned a great deal. In our leadership of the Church 

and in the witness we show to our nation we need to be determined, re-

silient and hopeful. We will need to be more critical in our response to 

restrictions that are above and beyond government regulations, help-
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ing the church at the local level, in parish and diocese, steer a course 

that is marked by responsible action towards each other, care for the 

most vulnerable, and witness for the poor and disadvantaged who are 

suffering disproportionately. All this is the nature of love.  

Our national situation is much more complicated than it was in March. 

The divisions are deeper. There is public and reasonable concern 

about hunger — especially amongst children — and homelessness, 

with an expected rapid rise in evictions. Domestic violence remains a 

major issue which is concealed. 

We are also in a situation which threatens the recovery from the huge 

decline in the economy in the second quarter. The most vulnerable to 

this second wave are the small companies who employ the most                

people, and especially those in the hospitality industry. It will be for us 

and others to encourage the banks, who received such help in 2009, to 

be equally merciful to others as the nation was to them. St Matthew 

18:23-35 seems highly relevant. 

The poor, the elderly and isolated are especially vulnerable. There 

will be growing nervousness about Christmas, about mental health 

and many other issues that cannot be considered in this very short  

letter. 

We are called to be responsible, but we are also called to resilience 

and prophetic speech. We have the networks, long since mobilised, 

and the partnerships to serve especially the hungry and homeless. 

Our schools are a particular treasure. 

However, there will also be a sense of tiredness; the weariness which 

comes with dealing with yet another threat and difficulty. To face this, 

we must continue to encourage one another and bear one another's 

burdens. We must in our meetings be transparent with each other, able 

to say difficult things in a way that avoids mistakes being made 

through unwilling acquiescence to the perceived view of the majority. 

Most of all we need to draw close to Christ, and continue to offer the 

hope and stability of the gospel. It is this gospel joy, even in the          
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darkest times, that alone can help us through this crisis, bringing hope 

and an eternal perspective to the very pressing trials of the          mo-

ment. We are so grateful for our partnership with you in this work. Do 

feel free to share this letter as you see fit. And please be assured of our 

prayers. 

In the peace of Christ, 

The Most Revd & Rt Hon Justin Welby 

Archbishop of Canterbury 

The Most Revd & Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell 

Archbishop of York 

Parish life on the small screen - www.churchtimes.co.uk 

A new history of the Church on television explores how comedy and 

drama have placed clergy at the heart of social change 

THE Vicar of Dibley and Rev can be mentioned in the same breath as 

the BBC’s two most successful comedies about vicars. There are                           

substantial differences as well as some points of connection. Both                       

Dibley and Rev feature clergy struggling with their pastoral roles and 

their  parishioners. 

Beyond the obvious differences of a female and male central character 

and the contrast between the countryside and inner city, Dibley dealt 

more with the shock of the new as the rural congregation adjusted to a 

female vicar, and Richard Curtis’s scripts were timely responses to the 

ordination of the first women priests, which had come after a five-and-a-

half hour debate and an initial vote at the 1987 General Synod. 

The comedy of the Church’s divisions registered in Dibley. The series 

directly confronted the tone and content of much real-life opposition to 

women priests. An oft-quoted line from the first episode has the new 

vicar declare “You were expecting a bloke. Beard, Bible, bad breath. 

And instead you got a babe with a bob cut and a magnificent bosom.” 

Her emphasis on body and appearance appropriated the way in which 
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female clergy had been objectified and sexualised by their opponents 

and in the media, such as the Sun headline: “The Church says yes to            

vicars in knickers”. An aura of comic unreality hung over The Vicar of           

Dibley, however, with humour coming from broad rural stereotypes and 

accents. The series itself tended to revel in being old fashioned, down to 

the more theatrical style of acting and the studio-based production. 

The scripts rarely intersected with actual concerns shaping the Church 

of England, and seldom made jokes at the expense of the Church. Be-

yond the single issue of the ordination of women, the series eschewed 

seriously grounding its stories in ecclesiastical realities, suggesting                    

instead considerable nostalgia expressed via an “unthought-about  

backdrop”. 

For instance, being vicar of just one single parish is far removed from the 

four- or five-point parishes and joint benefices that defined the rural 

ministry by the time The Vicar of Dibley entered production. Much of the 

dramatic tension and darker comedy in Rev stemmed from the old and 

the worn-out aspects of the inner-city Church of England as it struggled 

to engage with its community. 

 ELSEWHERE on the BBC, the popular series Call the Midwife also 

placed Anglican clergy and religious in an inner-city setting. Following 

the memoirs of the midwife Jennifer Worth, whose work recalled the             

respect that the people in Poplar had for the Anglican Sisters of St Ray-

mund, Call the Midwife dramatises the medical care and the religious 

devotions of the Sisters. 

The Sisters at Nonnatus House coped with a world changing around 

them. Post-war immigration, multi-racial marriages, adulteries, homosex-

uals, prostitution, and mental illness are among the social and medical  

issues converging around the convent. The Anglican Sisters, though, are 

a respected moral force and place of comfortable resort for the people 

in the East End. 

On screen, a recurring editing juxtaposition is the nuns at prayer with the 

midwives working, suggesting the mutual importance of the religious 
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lives of the Sisters and the care they provide. Rev, courtesy of Tom Hol-

lander’s scrupulous ethnographic research among inner-city vicars, in-

cluding the vicar of the filming location, St Leonard’s, Shoreditch, is en-

grossed with the painful realities of urban ministry. 

Its multi-faith and multicultural milieu is distinct from the rural stereo-

types in Dibley, and characters in Revuse the correct terminology, from 

stipends and area deans to canon law and redundancy. A crisis point 

comes with the vicar’s emotional disintegration, his mental state             

shattering completely during a Christmas midnight mass, when a 

drunken congregation and a lost taxi driver reduce the service to a 

raucous and banal mess. 

But Rev is also tinged with a metaphysical intensity, most notably when 

the titular vicar, the Revd Adam Smallbone, encounters and dances 

with a tracksuit-wearing man who may well be God, and who turns              

banal clichés into a spiritually meaningful exchange. The reviewer 

James Mumford criticised the series for presenting essentially an           

outsider perspective that disregarded faith or the supernatural: a 

strange comment, because it overlooked the mystical aspects of               

Smallbone’s ministry. 

The central character in Rev undergoes excruciating personal,                    

professional, and spiritual trials when serving his inner-city parish, in a 

large old church with a small congregation and largely irrelevant to the 

surrounding community. The scenario in Rev repeats the main plot                

dynamic of All in Good Faith (1985-1988), when a country vicar moves 

to, and struggles with, an inner-city parish. The comedy of Rev is more 

poignant and much grittier than the Richard Briers’s comedy, with one 

character calling the parish “heroin alley”. 

Hollander’s alertness to the professional realities confronting inner-city 

vicars allowed him to build episodes around key changes in the profile 

of the Church. In one early episode, the tiny, aged congregation           

attending St Saviour’s is augmented but affronted when the large         

youthful congregation of an Evangelical Anglican church begins            
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sharing the building. 

As is the case with the series in general, the script gains a patina of             

reality from the use of ecclesiastical buzzwords and terminology. When 

the younger congregation begins reorganising the interior to shift pews 

and make a more flexible worship space, Smallbone frets that there is 

no faculty (a licence from a church court) to allow the changes. 

The contrast between the large Evangelical congregation and the  

shrivelled community at St Saviour’s also ominously presages concerns 

that pervade all three seasons of Rev. Another reality that Hollander 

knew and used was the threat of redundancy hanging over many old         

inner-city churches. As redundancy seems to come closer, Smallbone 

worries that his church may become “toast”: the “ecclesiastical term for 

redundancy”. 

The Vicar of Dibley, focused as it was on the ordination of women and 

their gradual acceptance by a conservative rural community, only                 

occasionally touched on same-sex controversies in the Church. Some 

dialogue hinted that Geraldine’s diocesan bishop was homosexual, and 

a BBC producer mistook David Horton for a repressed gay                           

Anglo-Catholic. 

Rev embedded its narratives in painstakingly researched and painful 

realities. The series writer and star Tom Hollander, who played                   

Smallbone, assiduously researched the lives and work of inner-city        

vicars. The result was a series written with considerable empathy for 

the demands on vicars’ time and emotional well-being, but also acute 

awareness of the flashpoints of controversy in the modern Church. 

 ONE of these is human sexuality. The vicar of St Saviour’s is straight, but 

both his archdeacon and Reader are homosexual. The implication of 

being gay and in orders is forcefully suggested when the archdeacon 

fails to progress to a bishopric after he reveals his sexuality to an                 

interviewing committee, an incident among others in the series                

showing the characters’ failed ambitions and dark inner lives. 
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The series’ most sustained engagement with same-sex relations and 

the Church came in the second episode of season three (2014), when 

gay congregants ask the vicar to conduct their wedding. The             

background to this narrative comes from the diocese of London’s       

controversial encounter with a church-based gay wedding in 2008, 

conducted by the Revd Martin Dudley in St Bartholomew the Great, 

Smithfield. 

The aftermath of that occasion played out in ways reflected in Rev,  

specifically in an archdeacon investigating if any breach of canon law 

had taken place. The preparation was different, however. Dudley 

thoughtfully prepared the liturgy for the occasion in 2008, making           

sensitive changes to the language of the 1662 Prayer Book to enable its 

use for this purpose. 

In Rev, Smallbone’s preparation is haphazard, and he produces a      

hurriedly revised service on the back of an envelope a few seconds 

before the service starts. Initially, Smallbone insists to the participants 

that all he can offer is a few prayers in the context of a eucharist, not a 

gay wedding. By the end of the episode, he has had a change of heart, 

and found the courage of his convictions and officiates over an actual 

wedding service for the two men. 

The difficult journey that Smallbone, the gay couple, and St Saviour’s 

take towards performing the wedding service enables the episode to 

peel away tensions and contradictions. Smallbone acknowledges, 

when initially refusing to perform an actual wedding service, that, 

while God will bless their union, the Church of England cannot. Later, 

having attempted an improvised and compromised set of prayers, his 

anguish lies in trying to please the gay couple and follow church law at 

the same time, and failing in both. 

Failure of different kinds runs through Rev. The third and final season 

ended with Adam no longer a vicar, his church declared redundant 

and boarded up, and his tiny congregation dispersed. Seemingly the 

triumph lies with the area dean, who is alert to the monetary value of 

every square foot of internal space in the doomed church, but cannot 
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see its spiritual and community importance. 

The failure, though, is qualified. Rev based its comedy on the thoughtful 

and accurate use of Anglican ritual, culture, and ethos. The final                         

episode follows set days in the church calendar from Good Friday to 

Easter, and therefore from death to resurrection. The last episode ends 

with the tiny congregation reassembled on the church porch and                  

holding aloft a Paschal candle. 

That Easter service, and the symbolic representation of the light of 

Christ, ends Rev on a tentatively hopeful note, at least suggesting that a 

faith community will continue in the 21st century, even if the organised 

religion has died away. 

 To heal the world: Yom  Kippur and the drama of                          

forgiveness - By Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

The Ten Days of Repentance are the holy of holies of Jewish time. They 

began last Friday evening with Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, and 

culminate on Sunday with Yom Kippur, our Day of Atonement. At no                 

other time do I feel so close to God — and I suspect the same is true for 

most Jews. 

These days constitute a courtroom drama like no other. The judge is God 

himself, and we are on trial for our lives. It begins on Rosh Hashanah, 

with the sounding of the shofar, the ram’s horn, announcing that the 

court is in session. The Book of Life, in which our fate will be inscribed, 

now lies open. As we say in prayer, “On Rosh Hashanah it is written, and 

on Yom Kippur it is sealed, who will live and who will die.” At home, we 

eat an apple dipped in honey as a symbol of our hope for a sweet new 

year. 

On Yom Kippur, the atmosphere reaches a peak of intensity in a day of 

fasting and prayer. Repeatedly we confess our sins, whole alphabetical 

litanies of them, including ones we probably had neither the time nor 

the imagination to commit. We throw ourselves on the mercy of the court 

— which is to say, on God himself. Write us, we say, in the Book of Life. 
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And at the end of a long and wrenching day, we finish as we began ten 

days earlier, with the sound of the ram’s horn — this time not with tears 

and fears, but with cautious yet confident hope. We have admitted the 

worst about ourselves and survived. 

Beneath the surface of this long religious ritual lies one of the more trans-

formative stories of the human spirit. The sociologist Philip Rieff ob-

served that the movement from paganism to monotheism was a               

transition from fate to faith. By this he meant that in the world of myth, 

people were pitted against powerful, capricious forces personified as 

gods who were at best indifferent, at worst hostile, to humankind. All you 

could do was try to propitiate, battle or outwit them. This was a culture of 

character and fate, and its noblest expression was the literature of Greek 

tragedy. 

Jews came to see the world in a completely different way. The book of 

Genesis opens with God making humans “in his image and likeness.” 

This phrase has become so familiar to us that we forget how paradoxical 

it is, since for the Hebrew Bible, God has no image and likeness. As the 

narrative quickly makes clear, what humans have in common with God is 

freedom and moral responsibility. 

The Jewish drama is less about character and fate than about will and 

choice. To the monotheistic mind, the real battles are not “out there,” 

against external forces of darkness, but “in here,” between the bad and 

better angels of our nature. As Jack Miles once pointed out, you can see 

the difference in the contrast between Sophocles and Shakespeare. For 

Sophocles, Oedipus must battle against blind, inexorable fate. For Shake-

speare, writing in a monotheistic age, the drama of Hamlet lies within, be-

tween “the native hue of resolution” and “the pale cast of thought.” 

The trouble is, of course, that faced with choice, we often make the wrong 

one. Given a second chance, Adam and Eve would probably pass on the 

fruit. Cain might work a little harder on his anger management. And there 

is a straight line from these biblical episodes to the destruction left by 

Homo sapiens: war, murder, human devastation, and environmental de-

struction. That is still our world today. The key fact about us, according to 
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the Bible, is that uniquely in an otherwise law-governed universe, we are 

able to break the law — a power that we too often relish exercising. 

This raises an acute theological dilemma. How are we to reconcile God’s 

high hopes for humanity with our shabby and threadbare moral record? 

The short answer is forgiveness. God wrote forgiveness into the script. 

He always gives us a second chance, and more. All we have to do is 

acknowledge our wrongs, apologise, make amends, and resolve to                      

behave better, and God forgives. It allows us to hold simultaneously to 

the highest moral aspirations while admitting honestly our deepest  

moral failings. That is the drama of the Jewish High Holy Days. 

At the heart of this vision is what the post-Holocaust writer, Viktor Frankl, 

called our “search for meaning.” The great institutions of modernity 

were not constructed to provide meaning. Science tells us how the world 

came to be, but not why. Technology gives us power, but cannot tell us 

how to use it. The market gives us choices, but no guidance as to which 

choices to make. Modern democracies give us a maximum of personal 

freedom, but a minimum of shared morality. You can acknowledge the 

beauty of all these institutions, yet most of us seek something more. 

Meaning comes not from systems of thought but from stories, and the 

Jewish story is among the most unusual of all. It tells us that God sought 

to make us His partners in the work of creation, but we repeatedly                   

disappointed Him. Yet He never gives up. He forgives us time and again. 

The real religious mystery for Judaism is not our faith in God, but God’s 

faith in us. 

This is not, as atheists and sceptics sometimes claim, a comforting                       

fiction — quite the opposite. Judaism is God’s call to human                                       

responsibility, to create a world that is a worthy home for His presence. 

That is why Jews are so often to be found as doctors fighting disease, 

economists fighting poverty, lawyers fighting injustice, teachers fighting 

ignorance, and therapists fighting depression and despair. Judaism is a 

supremely activist faith for which the greatest religious challenge is to 

heal some of the wounds of our deeply fractured world. As Frankl put it: 
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the real question is not what do we want from life, but what does life want 

from us. 

That is the question we are asked on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. As 

we ask God to write us in the Book of Life, He asks us, what have you 

done with your life thus far? Have you thought about others or only about 

yourself? Have you brought healing to a place of human pain or hope 

where you found despair? You may have been a success, but have you al-

so been a blessing? Have you written other people in the Book of Life? 

To ask these questions once a year in the company of others publicly 

willing to confess their faults, lifted by the words and music of ancient 

prayers, knowing that God forgives every failure we acknowledge as a 

failure, and that He has faith in us even when we lose faith in ourselves, 

can be a life-changing experience. That is when we discover that, even 

in a secular age, God is still there, open to us whenever we are willing to 

open ourselves to Him. 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks is a global religious leader, philosopher, 

and author. For over two decades, he served as Chief Rabbi of the United 

Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth.  

Don’t leave the humanities to the cultural left: A plea to 

my conservative friends - By Andrew West 

I present a modest little program on ABC Radio National about faith in 

public life. We do something rather unique, covering the places where 

politics and current affairs intersect with religious and ethical                        

questions. We enjoy neither fame nor accolades but I am proud of the 

ideological diversity of the voices we bring to air. 

In just the past year, we’ve been joined by conservatives such as Rod 

Dreher, Peter Hitchens, Bernadette Tobin, Greg Melleuish, even US              

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. Or classical liberals like Jordan Peter-

son, Tim Wilson, and Peter Kurti of the Centre for Independent Studies. 

Then there are the heterodox leftists, including Helen Pluckrose, Thomas 

Frank, Lord Maurice Glasman, Kajsa Ekis Eckman, Caroline Norma,   

Samuel Moyn, and James Mumford. And, finally, traditional lefties, like   
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Joseph Stiglitz, Anthea Butler, and Jessica Whyte. 

What binds all of these people, in their profound intellectual diversity, is 

that they are all practitioners of the humanities and social science. They 

all deal with the worlds of politics, history, philosophy, and religion. 

But in Australia the next generation of these thinkers is threatened by a 

plan due to come before the senate on Friday, 25 September, that will 

price these subjects and disciplines out of reach for working-class and 

even middle-class students. To more than double the price of an arts        

degree will condemn those who hope to contribute to public policy and 

governance — on all sides of politics — to decades of debt. 

It will also deny genuine conservatives and traditionalists the very thing 

they value: civil debate and democratic competition for ideas. 

Let me be very clear. I concede that much of what passes for the human-

ities and social sciences has gone off the rails in the past thirty years. 

Some scholarship and areas of research have fallen too deeply into the 

rabbit hole of theory and would benefit from review. I concede that 

some courses, including media and communications, have been hi-

jacked by ideology and even partisanship. But these are wrinkles that 

deans and vice chancellors can, and must, iron out with academics. And 

I agree that, for some students and academics with conservative or tra-

ditional social values, the university campus can at times be unwelcom-

ing. 

But to price subjects such as history, political science, philosophy,                    

anthropology, and religion out of reach — and, in some universities, out 

of existence — is, to borrow a phrase, destroying the village to save it. 

I served a term on the governing body of one of our great universities 

and let me assure my conservative friends that every course they sus-

pect or even despise – which is pretty much anything ending in the 

words “theory” or “studies” – will continue to prosper. These subjects 

will live on through the courses that you have exempted — education, 

psychology, social work, and even nursing. Mark my words. But what 

possible conservative goal do you achieve by punishing the historians, 
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political scientists, moral philosophers, anthropologists, archaeologists, 

and theologians? 

John Howard, revered by modern Australian conservatives, loves                        

history and once lamented that he did not study it at university. He is 

legendary for the way he devours history and political biography — 

both the fruits of the humanities and social sciences. 

If my conservative friends want to fight what they believe are fashiona-

ble ideologies in the Arts, surely the best way is to encourage students 

with mainstream interests and aspirations to take up those disciplines. It 

is impossible to know for sure, but a combination of instinct and recent 

political history — the 2017 same-sex marriage plebiscite and the 2019 

federal election results — suggest that students from working-class and 

lower middle-class backgrounds are more likely to hold traditional        

values. 

If you price poor, or even middle-class, kids out of the study of history, 

politics, philosophy, and religion, for example, you will make these          

subjects the last redoubt of the wealthy small-l liberals and confused 

cultural Marxists. 

Even more to the point, why would any conservative want the next                   

generation of policy-makers, business executives, and entrepreneurs to 

know less about, for example: China’s new imperialism; the struggle for 

influence between the Saudis and the Iranians; the explosion of reli-

gious observance in the Global South; the work of Edmund Burke, Adam 

Smith, Alexis de Tocqueville, Michael Oakeshott, and George Orwell? I 

agree that these thinkers are not studied enough now, but what makes 

my conservative friends think they will be studied at all if the                             

humanities and social sciences become the exclusive preserve of an 

elite and affluent cultural left? 

Twenty-four years ago this month, I arrived in New York as 27-year-old 

post-graduate student at Columbia University. Our introductory lecture 

was by Kenneth Jackson, the great historian of New York, who explained 

why his city was the story of human development, frustration, and         
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triumph. A week later, I sat as the 

legendary intellectual Fritz Stern 

spoke, without notes, for almost 

three hours about the history of               

the world from the Glorious             

Revolution of 1688 in England to 

the end of the Soviet Union on 

Christmas Day, 1991. We were                

enraptured as he took us through 

400 years of war, plague,                         

depression, revolution, and                  

reconstruction. He told us why                 

history, politics, and philosophy 

mattered — today, in our lives. 

If my conservative friends allow the 

humanities and social sciences to 

become a luxury, indulged only by 

wealthy liberals, do not think your 

children will return from university 

quoting the lucid prose of a Ronald 

Reagan — “A time for choosing” — 

or Isaiah Berlin (popularising Kant) 

— “the crooked timber of                            

humanity.” Get used to the                          

impenetrable  vernacular of the 

identity politics of Herbert                 

Marcuse, Michel Foucault, and                

Judith Butler. Who? Google them. 

Andrew West is the presenter of the 

Religion and Ethics Report on ABC 

Radio National. He was an                         

alumni-elected fellow of the senate 

of the  University of Sydney. 

You’re Always There                 

for Me 

 

A Poem by Joanna Fuchs 

 

When the world comes crashing in 

And chaos rules my mind, 

I turn my heart to you, Lord, 

And pure, sweet peace I find. 

 

You lift me out of trouble 

You comfort me in pain; 

You nourish, heal and cleanse me, 

Like cool, refreshing rain. 

 

In times of joy and bliss, 

When things are going right, 

You lift me even higher, 

And fill me with delight. 

 

You listen to my prayers; 

You hear my every plea; 

I’m safe because I know 

You’re always there for me. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to pray for the Anglican 

Church of Tanzania, For The Most Revd 

Dr Maimbo Mndolwa - Archbishop of 

Tanzania & Bishop of Tanga and for all 

his clergy and people.  

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

 

 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, we pray 

especially for all world leaders that they 

may work together to ensure that their 

most vulnerable citizens have enough 

food especially during this tough time 

due to the pandemic. 

Pray for : Alf; Felicity Baker; Joyce 

Bannister; Anne B.; John Burns; 

Rosemary B.; June Cameron; Eddy; 

Simeon Felt; Anna Felt; Margaret 

Gilmour; Graeme; Margaret Hayes; 

Janelle; Enid Kell; Jessie Langenegger; 

Lily; Margaret; Kay McKinnon; David 

Morgan; Clive Norton; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Mark Palmer; Sophie Palmer; 

Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Diane 

Smith; Elsa Sorensen; Peter Sorensen; 

Margaret Stephenson; Jean Storey; 

David Thompson; Geoff Voller; Dora 

Whitway; Bob Woods 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed,  

especially Anne Hughes and Colin 

Wilsnach that God may grant them a 

place of refreshment, light and peace.   

Pray, too, for, Keith Thomas Daniel; 

William Henry Denney; Brian Paget 

Furley; Mona Joyce Hardgrove; Gordon 

Young; Daphne Joyce Thomas; Ruth 

Shamis Correy and for any others whose 

year’s mind falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Tuesday 6th October - William Tyndale, Biblical Scholar (d.1536)_ 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

                      Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    

 

9747 4000 24 HOURS  7 DAYS 
  www.unityfunerals.com.au 

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE 
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