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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal                         p.3                              

people of the Eora Nation  

 Saint Luke’s Brief Story  - Evangelist and Martyr       P.7 

 Sunday Services                            p.8 

 Congratulations to David & Emma       p.16 

 Trading Table Treats                    p.17 

             And Much More... 

   Sunday 18th of October 2020          

  THE FEAST OF ST LUKE                    

      Evangelist and Martyr  

8.00am     Holy Eucharist 

9.30am    Procession & Parish Sung Eucharist 

5.00pm   Festival Evensong                           

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语

传统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Our parish’s patron is St 

Paul the Apostle who was 

one of the early Church’s 

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he                     

visited communities                     

located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in 

Asia Minor proclaiming the 

good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  

In his first letter to the 

Church at Corinth, Paul 

tells how he handed on the 

tradition of the Last Supper 

to them and it is this sacred 

meal that we share which 

makes us one with Jesus 

and with the Church, both              

living and departed, today. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings      Year A    Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist            for next Sunday 

Jeremiah 8.22-9.3                      The First Reading       Deuteronomy 34.1-12                      

Ps 145.10-18                              The Psalm                 Ps 90.1-6,13-17                                           

2 Timothy 4.9-17a                  The Epistle           1 Thessalonians 2.1-13                                                 

Luke 10.1-9                             The Gospel          Matthew 22.34-46 
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Icon of St Paul’s  
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Saint Luke’s Brief Story  -               

Evangelist and Martyr 

Luke wrote one of the major por-

tions of the New Testament, a two-

volume work comprising the third 

Gospel and Acts of the Apostles. In 

the two books he shows the parallel 

between the life of Christ and that 

of the Church. He is the only Gentile 

Christian among the Gospel writ-

ers. Tradition holds him to be a na-

tive of Antioch, and Paul calls him 

“our beloved physician.” His Gos-

pel was probably written between 

70 and 85 A.D. 

Luke appears in Acts during Paul’s 

second journey, remains at Philippi 

for several years until Paul returns 

from his third journey, accompanies 

Paul to Jerusalem, and remains near 

him when he is imprisoned in Caes-

area. During these two years, Luke 

had time to seek information and 

interview persons who had known 

Jesus. He accompanied Paul on the 

dangerous journey to Rome where 

he was a faithful companion. 

Luke’s unique character may best 

be seen by the emphases of his 

Gospel, which has been given a 

number of subtitles: 

 

1) The Gospel of Mercy 

2) The Gospel of Universal Salvation 

3) The Gospel of the Poor 

4) The Gospel of Absolute                       

Renunciation 

5) The Gospel of Prayer and the  

Holy Spirit 

6) The Gospel of Joy 

Reflection 

Luke wrote as a Gentile for Gentile 

Christians. His Gospel and Acts of 

the Apostles reveal his expertise in 

classic Greek style as well as his 

knowledge of Jewish sources. There 

is a warmth to Luke’s writing that 

sets it apart from that of the other 

synoptic Gospels, and yet it beauti-

fully complements those works. The 

treasure of the Scriptures is a true 

gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church. 

Saint Luke is known as the Patron 

Saint of: 

Artists/Painters                                        

Brewers                                                   

Butchers                                                       

Notaries                                                                                                                     

Health-care Workers                              

Physicians/Surgeons 
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Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are all well. 

As of the 24th of July the limit on the number of people allowed to                          

attend places of worship and religious gatherings will be 100 people 

whilst still observing the one person per four square metre rule. St Paul’s 

has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe business.  

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under

-rules 

Congregational singing is not permitted for the time being but the 

words will be included in the Order of Service so that Parishioners can 

hum the words. 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been                  

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all who 

attend these worship Services: 

 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing,               

physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has  been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to.                                        

News from around St Paul’s 
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4.Communion will be in two kinds 

(the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the 

Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.                  

Service and physical distancing 

and hygiene protocols will be                    

observed. Those attending our 

morning tea need to be seated                

and not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all                         

government directives and legal                     

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has                           

resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 

a.m. 

If the situation changes with                            

reference to the government’s                       

directives then we will review                       

matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming   

high holy days we will be                             

observing: 

 St. Luke’s Day, Today, Sunday 

the 18th of October; 

 All Saints’ Day on Sunday the 

1st of November; 

 All Souls’ Day on Monday the 

2nd of November; 

 Christ the King on Sunday the 

22nd of November. 

We will make plans for Advent and 

Christmas closer to the time when 

we know what we are dealing with 

in terms of permitted numbers and 

space required. 

I hold each of you in my prayers 

every day and I look forward to 

seeing you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                       

James. 

 

A Prayer 

Let me not look away, O God, from 

any truth I should see.  Even if it is 

difficult, let me face the reality in 

which I live. I do not want to live 

inside a cosseted dream,                          

imagining I am the one who is                  

always right, or believing only 

what I want to hear. Help me to see 

the world through  other eyes, to 

listen to voices distant and differ-

ent, to educate myself to the                   

feelings of those with whom I think 

I have nothing in common. Break 

the shell of my indifference. Draw 

me out of my prejudices and show 

me your wide variety.                      

Let me not look away.   Amen 
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Thank You from                             

the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the         

Trading Table by buying or                     

donating fresh goods for sale. It 

has been encouraging with the              

results making $123.20 last Sunday. 

Please keep checking what we 

have each week. Tubes of hand 

sanitizer are still available at a  

special price of $5 a tube or 2 for 

$8. We have new unisex socks $5 

each. 

There is a good selection of                  

marmalades (citrus, Seville orange, 

Grapefruit, Lemon, Lime & combi-

nation of both, Mandarin, Cumquat, 

some with liquor), Butters (Lemon, 

Lime, combination of both and with 

passion fruit, grapefruit, citrus) 

Strawberry, Blueberry, rhubarb & 

Plum jams, Crab Apple jelly, honey, 

not to mention the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type 

of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to 

make it for you. 

MASKS: There is one mask availa-

ble $5 each. They have been very 

popular  

Plants: Herbs parsley, rosemary 

available for $2 each 

 Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 

each plus more each week 

There are some new books people 

might be interested in if you are 

looking for something during 

these pandemic times. They are $1 

each. 

Is anyone interested in vinyl rec-

ords of Gilbert & Sullivan or oper-

as, please speak to Pam about 

them. 

Check out the DVD’s available $1 

each 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service 

would like some jams/marmalades 

please contact Pam and she will 

organize them for you to collect. 

Year's Mind & the Chantry 

Book 

Each Sunday throughout the year 

we remember those whom we 

have loved and are now at rest. The 

list we use is compiled annually in 

time for our All Souls commemora-

tion. If you would like to add the 

name of a loved one to the list for 

the coming year, or check if a 

name is already on the list, now is 

the time to do so. 
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A folder is at the back of the church with an alphabetical listing of the 

current names and a sheet for      adding further names. It will be there 

for the next 3 Sundays. If you spot an error in our information, please 

feel free to correct what we have or add any missing information. If a 

date is written in red, it indicates that we don't have the exact date and 

have listed it on the first of the appropriate month. 

 

Vestry Awning 

The underside of the                      

vestry awning was                   

showing some                                            

deterioration due to rain   

leaking onto the wood.                  

It was starting to come 

away and holes                 

appeared in the flashing. 

The flashing was                           

replaced by a plumber 

and the underside wood 

has been replaced by  

Gabriel Cross and his           

son Abraham. It is now 

ready for painting. 

We are extremely                     

grateful for the work that 

Gabriel and Abraham has 

done. 

 

 

 

 
The down pipes collecting the water from the roof 

The hole in the flashing  
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Mosaic Workshops 

The mosaic project is part of the 

150th Anniversary of the Church 

and has been designed by             

Susanna Mills for the tower 

porch.  The design has been         

finalized and we are now                     

creating.  

DATES: Mosaic workshops started 

on Thursday 24th September.  

DAYS:  Every Thursday and Friday 

until the mosaic floor is completed 

and installation ready.   

TIMES: Workshops to run from 

11am to 2pm  

PLACE: Large hall 

VOLUNTEERS: If you are                                

interested in being involved in               

this project please contact Pam 

9747 3619/0402547892 or email                                            

pambrock@hotmail.com.  

THANK YOUS 

Thank you to Eugene for helping    

Fr James to fill the skip which has                   

continued  the process of                            

de-cluttering the hall . It was very 

heavy work and they were both  

exhausted at the end of it. Thank 

you to URM for supplying the skip. 

 

Once again the Pantry team has 

worked had to supply the needs of 

our customers. 

Thank you to Kerin for her                        

contributions to the newsletter. 

Thank you to everyone who makes 

or brings produce for the trading            

table each week. 

Thank you to those who have                   

volunteered to cook for the                  

Christmas Hampers we will be                

offering for the last Trading Table 

Treats for the year. 

Thank you Pam for organising the 

Trading Table at the front of the 

church on Saturday. We look                 

forward to hearing how it went. 

New Sets of Offertory                    

Envelopes are available                          

Today  

For those who use our Weekly                  

Envelopes for their Collection 

there are NEW sets available today 

at the Entrance Door – please                           

collect a set as you leave. 

These new sets begin on Sunday,   

1st November,  The Feast of                          

All Saints.  Thank you. 

 

 

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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This angel plays a lute.                                  This angel plays a trumpet 

This angel plays an organetto –                               

a small hand- held organ.  

This angel plays a harp. Note the eagle 

head on the top. 
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Stained Glass Window of the 

Week  (No 2) - by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been 

used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this 

beauty leads us to glimpse the  pres-

ence of the divine. 

Angel Musicians – East Window 

There are four angels playing musical 

instruments, part of the glorious east 

window.  It’s hard to see the detail until 

you can look up close in a photo.  The 

artist didn’t have much of an idea 

about how the instruments were 

played – the hand positions are all 

wrong, but the overall effect is lovely!  

There are many references to           

music-making in both the Hebrew      

and the Christian scriptures.              

Trumpets were used to preface             

important announcements. Musical     

instruments were played to praise 

God - the louder the better! 

David was known as a harpist. But        

after David pitched a tent for the ark  

of God in Jerusalem, he commanded 

the chiefs of the Levites to appoint 

their kindred as the singers to play      

on musical instruments, on harps and 

lyres and cymbals, to raise loud 

sounds of joy. (1 Chronicles 15:16)   

Psalm 150 urges God’s people and 

everything that breathes (Ps 150:6)        

to praise the Lord with musical                 

instruments:  

Praise him with trumpet sound;       

praise him with lute and harp!        

Praise him with tambourine and 

dance; praise him with strings and 

pipe!                                                                                                     

Praise him with clanging cymbals; 

praise him with loud clashing            

cymbals!                                                                                                                     

Let everything that breathes praise the 

Lord!                                                           

Praise the Lord! (Ps 150:3-6)                                                                                    

And trumpets as heralds: 

 …with the archangel’s call and 

with the sound of God’s trumpet, will 

descend from heaven, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. (1Thes 4:16) 

…and they will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven with 

power and great glory. And he will 

send out his angels with a loud trum-

pet call, and they will gather his elect 

from the four winds, from one end of 

heaven to the other. (Matt 24:30-31) 

When the Lamb opened the seventh 

seal, there was silence in heaven for 

about half an hour.  And I saw the sev-

en angels who stand before God, and 

seven trumpets were given to them. 

(Rev 8:1-2) 

Beautiful music making is an integral 

and essential part of worshipping 

God.  We are exhorted to do so in the 

scriptures, we see it in our windows, 

we perform it here at St Pauls, even 

through the coronavirus pandemic. 
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Light of The World Addendum 1 

Parishioner Peter Foss tells me that 

King George VI referred to Light of 

the World in his speech to his peo-

ple during the war, and that conse-

quently a popular edition of the bi-

ble placed that painting as frontis-

piece.  Wikipedia tells us that in 

1939 King George quoted from this 

poem, which would have brought 

the Holman Hunt painting to the 

minds of the people of the British 

Commonwealth. 

THE GATE OF THE YEAR 

‘God Knows' by Minnie Louise 

Haskins (1908) 

And I said to the man who stood at 

the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread 

safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put 

your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than 

light and safer than a known way.” 

So I went forth, and finding the 

Hand of God, trod gladly into the 

night. 

 

 

And He led me towards the hills 

and the breaking of day in the lone 

East. 

So heart be still:                                                                                                           

What need our little life                                                                                                    

Our human life to know,                                                                                                      

If God hath comprehension?                                                                                                   

In all the dizzy strife                                                                                                      

Of things both high and low,                                                                                               

God hideth His intention. 

God knows. His will                                                                                                          

Is best. The stretch of years                                                                                                

Which wind ahead, so dim                                                                                                   

To our imperfect vision,                                                                                                     

Are clear to God. Our fears                                 

Are premature; In Him,                                    

All time hath full provision. 

Then rest: until                                                    

God moves to lift the veil                            

From our impatient eyes,                   

When, as the sweeter features                      

Of Life’s stern face we hail,                    

Fair beyond all surmise                           

God’s thought around His creatures        

Our mind shall fill.[3] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

The_Gate_of_the_Year 
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Congratulations to David and Emma!  

We would like to extend our warmest congratulations to David and Emma 

Hull on the birth of their beautiful twins, James David Walter Hull and John 

William Vincent Hull. May God’s blessings be upon them and all the              

family.  
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TRADING TABLE TREATS 

We have decided to cancel the Trading Table Treats for the last week end in 
October as we were placing too much pressure on our wonderful cooks. 

 

But we will be selling Christmas Hampers to St Paul’s parishioners on                   
November 29th. They will cost $25 and be by order only. Orders will close on 
15th November and each hamper will need to be paid for by 15th and to be 
collected by Sunday 29th of November.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone would like to volunteer to make any of the above products or any 
other Christmas fare please speak with Rosemary. 

  

TRADING TABLE TREATS 

 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

 $25 each  

 Order on or before 15th November                                                 
Collected by Sunday 29th of November  

  

30 available 

  

Note Hampers may not be identical but they will contain a             
selection of home made goodies: 

  

A small Christmas Cake and a small Pudding, Long Life 
Pouring Custard, Shortbread, White Christmas, Rum Balls, 
Ginger Bread Biscuits, Fruit mince, brandied fruits, home 
made jam, cakes, slices and biscuits. Lots of little luxuries 
for Christmas. 

  

Some gluten free alternatives will be available if you ask 
upon ordering. 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry  

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  5th October - 11th October                    

and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory:$1850                                                  

≈  Parish Pantry: $245                                             

≈  Building Fund: $10               

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $2105 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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 Sunday 18 October 2020 

 Exodus 33.12-23; Psalm 99;  

 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10; Matthew 22.15-33 

This Gospel reading contains the last of the 

challenges to Jesus by Jewish leaders. Firstly the 

Pharisees - educators of the common people in the Law. secondly the 

Herodians supporters of the royal family of Herod and close allies of the 

Romans and thirdly the Sadducees - keepers of the temple and powerful 

collaborators with the Romans; all approach Jesus to trip him up and all 

fail. This section ends with astonishment of the crowd.. Jesus shows 

himself again as the authoritative interpreter of Scripture.  

 Give us grace to study the Scriptures that Jesus loved.Help us to 

recognise your wisdom in their pages.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in 

Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 

Text:  The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

 

 READ AND INWARDLY DIGEST…  

Susan Ryan, John Fahey and the Catholic story  

- By John Warhurst 

Recent weeks have seen the deaths of former NSW Liberal Premier and 

federal Finance minister, John Fahey, and former Labor federal minister, 

Senator Susan Ryan. 

They were both exemplary public figures who not only made a major 

contribution to Australian public life but did so in a way that drew praise 

from all sides of politics.  
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Their personal stories illustrate many aspects of the journey Australian 

Catholicism has taken over the past fifty years. Ryan left the church 

while Fahey remained at its official core.  

Ryan represents the human face of the shrinking church during this 

period. Relatively few Catholics practice their faith and the remainder 

form a vast tribe of cultural Catholics increasingly distant from the offi-

cial church. She represents the lost potential of those, many of them 

educated women, who have left it all behind.  

Yet while the church has been shrinking it has also been building new 

structures, including in university education through the Australian 

Catholic University (ACU) and the University of Notre Dame Australia. 

Fahey, as ACU Chancellor, represented this development. These uni-

versities are playing an increasing role in Catholic life as illustrated by 

the presence of many of their staff in the processes of the Plenary 

Council 2021-22.  

They both shared a commitment as republicans to fighting for an Aus-

tralian Head of State. Fahey was a senior minister in the Howard gov-

ernment at the time of the 1999 republican referendum while Ryan was 

an influential figure in the new Australian Republican Movement 

(ARM). 

'The lives of Ryan and Fahey may seem worlds away from each other... 

But Australia is fortunate that such leaders can maintain deep differ-

ences while working together in solidarity for shared causes.'  

Ryan emerged from the women’s movement and entered the Senate 

for the ACT at the 1975 elections. A feminist, she was Minister for Edu-

cation and Minister assisting the Prime Minister for the Status of Wom-

en in the Hawke government and the first female Labor minister. Her 

proudest parliamentary achievement was the Sex Discrimination Act 

of 1984, which declared illegal all discrimination based on gender, 

marital status or pregnancy. Later she sponsored the Affirmative Ac-

tion (Equal Opportunities in Employment) Act. 
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After leaving Parliament in 1988, she remained a public figure in many 

senior government and non-government roles, most recently serving as 

federal Age Discrimination Commissioner. She fought for an Australian 

Bill of Rights and was Deputy Chair of the Australian Republican Move-

ment (ARM). She was widely admired for paving the way for justice and 

parliamentary representation for women. 

Fahey shared Ryan’s Irish-Catholic background, but not her party poli-

tics. He entered the NSW Parliament in 1984 and became state Premier in 

1992. During his premiership Sydney won the right to hold the Sydney 

Olympic Games. Switching to federal politics Fahey served as Finance 

minister from 1996 to 2001 in the Howard government.   

Fahey’s office was an incubator for republican leadership. Greg Barns, 

campaign director for the Yes case during the 1999 referendum, was his 

chief of staff, and another of his staff members, Marise Payne, now For-

eign Minister, was Ryan’s predecessor as ARM Deputy Chair under Mal-

colm Turnbull’s leadership.   

Fahey too made a major post-parliamentary contribution after retirement 

in 2001. Two of his causes were his sport, especially rugby league, and 

his church. He became president of the World Anti-Doping Authority 

(WADA) in 2007, a commissioner of the National Catholic Education 

Commission and Chancellor of the Australian Catholic University in 2014.   

Ryan was educated by the Brigidine Sisters at Maroubra. She credited 

them with her commitment to gender equality and social justice, learning 

from the nuns that St Brigid was the equal of St Patrick as patron saint of 

Ireland. But not long after leaving school she parted ways with her 

church, unable, like many Catholic women of her generation, to reconcile 

her personal beliefs with the demonstrably unequal role of women in the 

church and its opposition to contraception and abortion. She remained a 

member of the large Irish-Catholic tribe and sought common cause on 

issues like human rights.   

Fahey was educated by the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart at Chevalier 

College in Bowral. He remained faithful to his church, briefly training to 
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be a priest, and keeping his rosary beads at hand. He was a Liberal mod-

erate committed to sexual equality, while remaining absolutely opposed 

to abortion and euthanasia. In 2019 he was honoured by Pope Francis 

with the Knight Grand Cross of St Gregory the Great.  

The lives of Ryan and Fahey may seem worlds away from each other. One, 

an orthodox Catholic, was resolutely opposed to the abortion rights as-

pect of what the other, a former Catholic, stood for. But Australia is fortu-

nate that such leaders can maintain deep differences while working to-

gether in solidarity for shared causes. 

 

Fratelli Tutti: seeking the common good 

- By Andrew Hamilton, consulting editor of Eureka Street, and 

writer at Jesuit Social Service 

Pope Francis’ latest encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti is, as we might have an-

ticipated, a reflection on our times. Its timing was fortuitous, bridging the 

inarticulate hostility of the presidential debate and Joe Biden’s decision 

to forego negative campaigning in the aftermath of Donald Trump’s 

COVID-19 diagnosis. The burden of the encyclical is to commend frater-

nity and social friendship and deplore selfishness and hostility in the re-

sponse to the crisis. 

The first words of the encyclical are part of a quotation from St Francis of 

Assisi, in which he commends a fraternity that crosses all boundaries of 

distance and culture as central to his followers. Social friendship — which 

refers to the privileging of respect for persons and so for the common 

good over individual interests in social, economic and institutional rela-

tionships — flows from an attitude of fraternity. 

St Francis has deeply influenced the Pope, who took his name, has at-

tended gatherings of religious leaders in Assisi to pray, and signed this 

encyclical there. Francis of Assisi, who had a deep sense of God’s pres-

ence in nature, also undertook a dangerous journey to meet the Sultan in 

Egypt and dissuaded his Friars from dispute when meeting Saracens. In 

an encyclical initially intended to focus on the fraternal relationships be-
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tween religions, exemplified in the common statement Pope Francis 

signed in Abu Dhabi with Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, the association 

with the saint was apposite. 

As the encyclical developed, Pope Francis expanded its scope to reflect 

on the COVID-19 crisis and on the dangers and opportunities created by 

the need to respond to it. Stylistically, the change of focus makes for a 

baggy elephant of a document. The influence of Francis of Assisi, howev-

er, hangs over it. He was contemplative, radical in his poverty and his as-

sociation with people who were poor, was a standing reproach to the 

greed and violence of his own society, and had an influence out of pro-

portion to his social standing. 

The encyclical begins by examining the signs of a lack of fraternity in so-

ciety that contribute to a closed world. The list is long and comprehen-

sive, including the erosion of human rights, the dominance of ideologies 

of economic self-interest over the common good, the treatment of refu-

gees, the poisoning of public conversation and communication, and the 

many forms of discrimination. All these evils find expression in disre-

spect for vulnerable human beings. 

The moral compass of the document is then provided by an exposition of 

the Parable of the Good Samaritan with its emphasis on practical friend-

ship for the wounded stranger. The love that looks to the good of the oth-

er represents a counterpoint to the attitude that underlies the dehumanis-

ing signs of a closed world, and a bridge to an open world. Pope Francis 

describes this bridge of fraternity in terms of the central principles of 

Catholic Social Teaching, recently elaborated in his recent General Audi-

ence: respect for human beings for their intrinsic value and not for their 

use, solidarity based on their social nature and the primacy of the com-

mon good. 

These principles are then drawn on in the body of the document to pro-

pose a better way to deal with the aspects of public life which the CV cri-

sis has shown to be at risk. It encompasses relationships between nations 

and particularly the need to open closed borders that hurt refugees and 

minorities, and to strengthen international conventions and institutions to 
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make possible the remission of debt. It calls also for a reform of political 

life based on respect for persons, respect for law and for human rights, 

and attention to the common good rather than to individual and sectional 

interests. All these things call for a culture marked by the search for truth 

and openness to others. They must also be built on a commitment to 

peace, the rejection of war and capital punishment, and the encourage-

ment of processes of forgiveness and reconciliation within societies. 

'The tone of the Fratelli Tutti is urgent. It echoes the vision of a world at 

the crossroads where the path we take will decide whether the inher-

itance that we leave to our grandchildren will be wasted or saved.' 

The encyclical opens up little new ground in its argument, except per-

haps in the priority it gives to the common good over private interest in 

the ownership of goods. It reflects the emphases of Pope Francis’s life 

and writings, with a passionate assertion of the dignity of each human 

being and the respect owed to and expected from each other and socie-

ty, and an equally passionate denunciation of the greed, violence and in-

equality that threaten the future of the world. Its detailed analysis of the 

world situation merits a close reading. 

The tone of the Fratelli Tutti is urgent. It echoes the vision of a world at 

the crossroads where the path we take will decide whether the inher-

itance that we leave to our grandchildren will be wasted or saved. The 

way in which we set about rebuilding society in the face of coronavirus 

will be crucial. Its outcome will depend on the choice we make between 

individual greed and the commitment to the common good. Given the ev-

idence that many governments throughout the world are attempting to 

return to tried and failed economic and social models, urgency is appro-

priate. 

The apparently limited space given to the environment in the encyclical 

deserves mention, given Pope Francis’ constant insistence on its im-

portance. In fact, the broader understanding of integral ecology evident 

in Laudato Si’ to include social and institutional relationships flows easily 

into the emphasis in Fratelli Tutti on social friendship. The document also 

emphasises attention to the world outside ourselves, the friendship to it 
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imaged in the stories of Francis of Assisi, and the need to maintain this at-

tention and altruistic care in all human relationships — institutional and 

transnational as well as personal and local. The perspective adopted 

here could enrich reflection on the environment. 

In this cantankerous time the emphasis on fraternity in public conversa-

tion and advocacy will surely be welcomed. The encyclical strongly en-

dorses the human rights of people made vulnerable by society — of 

women and children, of racial minorities, of refugees, of the aged and 

others. It views the public conversation about rights as one of engage-

ment and persuasion in seeking the common good, not as a closed and 

adversarial struggle between allies and enemies. That at least would be 

an improvement upon the public discourse to which we have become     

accustomed. 

 

What weakness taught me 

Paul Swann was the vicar of a flourishing parish church. Then one day 

he woke up unable to do anything at all. Here is his advice for new clergy 

ALTHOUGH 30 years have passed, memories of my early days of or-

dained ministry remain fresh and vital: the enthusiasm of finally com-

mencing what I had been called and trained to do —and the doubting in-

ner voice that asked: “Who do you think you are?” 

Flip-flopping between my Messiah complex and impostor syndrome, I 

stepped falteringly into that strange new world. Looking back over those 

three decades, some insights gained and lessons learned — mostly 

through missteps — might prove valuable in enabling you to sustain your 

ministry in the long run. 

How you start off on this journey is important. The practices and patterns 

you put in place now will serve you well over many years; whereas if you 

wait for a less busy, less complex time to arrive, you may find that months 

— if not years — have flown by, and your pattern of ministry is harder to 

adjust. So, what would be good to address early on? 
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Self-care 

FIRST, the crucial importance of self-care. It feels counter-intuitive: the 

need is so great, the tasks are so many, and the activism of your training 

incumbent is so alluring. But, when self-care slides relentlessly down 

your “To Do” list, something deep inside slowly dissipates. In my experi-

ence, that thing is joy. 

I kept just one ordination card pinned to my noticeboard. It exhorted me 

to “Serve the Lord with gladness”, but I think I focused more on the serv-

ing than the joy. Joy — gladness — gets squeezed out by fatigue, over-

work, and the resentment that creeps silently in when it feels as if too 

much is being asked. 

For too many years, I neglected basic things such as meals, eye tests, 

doctor’s appointments even going to the lavatory when meetings were 

squeezed too tightly in the diary. If you can learn now that care of self en-

ables rather than detracts from serving others, you will have learned a 

key sustaining practice. 

The American writer, speaker, and activist Parker Palmer says: “Self-care 

is never a selfish act — it is simply good stewardship of the only gift I 

have, the gift I was put on earth to offer others.” What simple treat or fun 

activity could you offer yourself today that will demonstrate self-love and 

care? 

Success 

SECOND, it helps to understand early on the nature of success. I was 

deeply aware of my five talented and greatly loved curate predecessors. 

This fed my inner drive to be the model curate. That was good for nurtur-

ing the performance and perfectionism to which I am inclined. 

But it was a ticking bomb. The reality is that, sometimes, you will be 

amazing. At other times, you will mess up, let someone down, or simply 

make a mistake, and shame and self-accusation will whisper in your ear. 

I have noticed that there are very few, if any, examples in the Bible of the 

disciples’ getting it right. You have embarked on a vocation in which suc-
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cess is not only ephemeral and elu-

sive, but impossible to define, and 

of questionable desirability. 

I am finally, with many false steps, 

trying to reframe “success” through 

the story of the feeding of the five 

thousand. Jesus asked his disciples 

to do something beyond their re-

sources and ability: that’s what ordi-

nation regularly feels like. Their 

“success” is measured not by their 

ability to perform the task, however, 

but, rather, by their willingness to 

risk the total vulnerability of saying 

to Jesus, even in the presence of 

great need, “We cannot do that.” It 

is the power of this admission that 

opens the way to the feeding of the 

multitude. 

Success is thus redefined, or even 

replaced, by having the courage to 

be vulnerable. 

How would it look if the game of 

comparison played semi-

consciously by colleagues were ex-

changed for this sort of authentici-

ty? And as for my inner “model-

curate” voice, I learned that the def-

inition of “model” is “a small imita-

tion of the real thing”; so I’m trying 

instead to be the real me, which is 

for the best because, as the saying 

goes, everyone else is taken. 

Self-awareness 

A THIRD practice for your long-term 

sustenance is self-awareness. In 

your enthusiasm to fulfil your voca-

tion, it is easy to fill each day with 

both people and tasks. But, all the 

time, the reality of who you are will 

be informing what you say and do, 

and how you react. 

The rough edges of your character 

will be exposed. Long-buried hurts 

will rise from the depths, and 

healed-over wounds will be reo-

pened. Hopes and dreams nurtured 

for many years will have an impact 

on your judgement and decisions. 

But we can remain largely unaware 

of all this. 

Like an iceberg with the tiniest tip 

visible above the surface, the vast 

bulk lies unexplored below; and yet 

key to sustaining your ministry in 

the long run will be risking expedi-

tions beneath the surface. God 

knows us. Our weakness is not a 

surprise to the one who made us, 

but it often comes as a surprise to 

us. Why does that individual make 

me so angry? Why did those com-

ments hurt so much? Why do my 

fantasies take me to such places? 
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These explorations require             

intention. They don’t just happen. 

Learning to be still will help: daring 

to stop doing anything for minutes 

in a day; for a sabbath in each week; 

for quiet days and a retreat each 

year. That stillness creates the op-

portunity to tune in to your own in-

ner voices, as well as to the still, 

small voice of God. Therein is 

growth and resilience. 

I have learned, too, that this is a 

journey of exploration which we 

cannot make alone. We need expe-

rienced guides. They are unlikely to 

come to you; you will need to seek 

them out. 

A small peer group committed to 

transparent sharing, prayer, and 

support can be a lifeline. A spiritual 

director will help you to discern 

where you are on the journey, and 

where God is at work through both 

desert and mountain. Trained coun-

sellors and therapists have their 

part to play. 

It is good to invest in all of these 

supports right from the start, so that 

they become the trellis on which 

your branch of the vine can both 

grow and be sustained. 

 

Significance 

FINALLY, I leave you with what has 

become my strongest foundation. It 

is to do with significance. I can re-

member just one word of wisdom 

from my pre-ordination retreat: the 

guide, addressing our real feelings 

of self-doubt, said, “You are here to-

day not because you believe in God, 

but because God believes in you.” It 

was exactly what I needed to hear. 

Your deepest identity is not now, nor 

will it ever be, what you have or 

what you will do for God. Your deep-

est identity lies in being called, af-

firmed, and loved as God’s precious 

child. That is who you really are. 

Everything else flows from that. So I 

urge you to find a practice through 

which you can drink deeply of this 

truth every single day of your life. 

I cannot emphasise this too strongly. 

Fifteen years of ill health, including 

at least five being unable to do 

practically anything, have shaken 

my foundations, but they have also 

steeped me in the love of God for 

me, right where I am. I know that 

this will remain the rock which sus-

tains my own ministry, whatever the 

journey ahead brings. 

May God bless you richly in your         

future ministry.  
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Our world needs Australian generosity more than ever              

- By Matthew Maury 

Tearfund and its partners are calling on the government to invest in 

Australia's international aid program at a crucial time. 

Ahead of the release of the Morrison Government’s 2020 budget on    

Tuesday, Tearfund’s Matthew Maury appeals for Australia to offer the 

generosity it’s shown before to the world’s most poor and marginalised 

people, at a time when global poverty is set to increase for the first time 

in 30 years. 

Over the past months COVID-19 restrictions have prevented Australians 

from travelling overseas and reshaped the way most of us work. For                 

international development organisations, the global lockdown has meant 

our sector has relied on technology in new ways to help us connect  

globally. 

Through these past few months I have had several video conversations 

with Tearfund’s local Christian partner agencies based in Africa, Asia and 

the Pacific, listening to them tell of the unfolding impact of the                        

coronavirus on their work and the communities they stand alongside. 

Having lived and worked in Africa for 15 years prior to my position as 

Tearfund Australia’s CEO, I’ve witnessed how overwhelmed health                    

systems can be; how vulnerable livelihoods can be; how crises can set an 

entire region several steps back on the road to overcoming poverty.   

Without social safety nets like we enjoy in Australia, the depth of the        

economic and health devastation in these communities is hard for us to 

imagine. 

In the midst of the very real personal struggles we have faced in our own 

Australian context, I worry that we have become numb to the big picture 

economic impacts of COVID-19 – and in particular what that means for 

the most marginalised. Perhaps the most significant emerging “headline” 

for the world – and certainly for Tearfund’s work – is that global poverty 

will increase for the first time in 30 years. This is not a theoretical issue 

for economists to debate or simply another piece of random trivia: it  
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represents a modern-day tragedy.  

Historically, when the world has faced humanitarian disasters,                      

Australians have responded with a generosity that represents some of 

our deeply held values. I have seen it time and time again. It is in our   

national character to do our part to help people in need. Whether it be 

tsunamis, fires, conflict or floods, we want to do our part to alleviate                 

suffering and pain. 

The question facing us next week is: will our national budget continue to 

reflect these values? In the midst of the impact of COVID on the very  

vulnerable will our government respond? Next week's federal budget 

will once more shine a bright light on what our leaders believe we as a 

nation value most for ourselves and the world. Will we respond as global 

citizens with a commitment to increased generosity, or will we follow the 

troubling trend of reducing our commitments to the poor? 

To this point, our government’s international response to COVID-19 has 

been a zero sum game. Major ministerial announcements – such as the 

recent news that Australia would spend $80 million on a global effort to 

distribute a successful COVID-19 vaccine to low income countries – are 

just announcements about reallocating the already historically low DFAT 

budget for international aid. 

While we certainly welcome the government’s commitment to safe and 

affordable vaccines, this commitment isn’t about increased generosity… 

In fact, this is just robbing Peter to pay Paul. Whilst Australia’s                             

contribution of $80 million is, on the one hand, good news for some, the 

fact that it is reallocating existing funds from an already depleted                    

Australian aid budget means it comes at the expense of other life chang-

ing development work. 

We can do better. Our world needs Australian generosity at this time. As 

we approach the upcoming federal budget, Tearfund Australia, together 

with our “End COVID For All” partners and tens of thousands of                                 

Australians, have been raising a clear and strong voice for Australia not 

to turn our back on our neighbours and the world’s most vulnerable at 
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this time of great need. We are calling on the government to invest fur-

ther in our international aid program at this crucial time. COVID-19 has 

taught us so many lessons, but perhaps the most important at this time 

is how connected all humanity is: that COVID-19 isn’t over until it is over 

for everyone. 

As our foreign policy continues to struggle to find our place as a nation 

in the global political landscape – sandwiched between political inter-

ests of China and America – we have a unique opportunity this year 

with our federal budget to bring a better and different narrative to our 

regional neighbours: a narrative of compassion and hope. Surely this is 

something we can all support. 

Matthew Maury is CEO of Tearfund, previously TEAR Australia. This 

Christian agency has renamed itself Tearfund to reflect its close ties 

with the 10 other member countries in the Tearfund family. 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to pray for the Episcopal 

Church, For The Most Revd Michael 

Curry - Presiding Bishop of The 

Episcopal Church and for all his clergy 

and people.  

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

 

 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, we pray 

especially today for all those who are 

living with chronic illness and physical 

pain. May God strengthen their faith and 

hope assuring them of the promise of 

new life and glory. 

Pray for : Alf; Felicity Baker; Joyce 

Bannister; Anne B.; John Burns; 

Rosemary B.; June Cameron; Eddy; 

Simeon Felt; Anna Felt; Margaret 

Gilmour; Graeme; Margaret Hayes; 

Janelle; Enid Kell; Jessie Langenegger; 

Lily; Margaret; Kay McKinnon; David 

Morgan; Clive Norton; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Mark Palmer; Sophie Palmer;  

Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Diane 

Smith; Elsa Sorensen; Peter Sorensen; 

Margaret Stephenson; Jean Storey; 

David Thompson; Geoff Voller; Dora 

Whitway; Bob Woods 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Robin Delahunty that God 

may grant her a place of refreshment, 

light and peace.   

Pray, too, for, Chris Ackerman; Ronald 

Victor Hillier; Trevor William Carey; 

Jeanne MacPherson; Aileen Margaret 

Burslem; Phillip Logan; Fr Keith Marr 

and for any others whose year’s mind 

falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 19th October - Harry Martyn, missionary and Bible translator in India 

      and Persia (d.1812) 

 Friday 23rd October - James of Jerusalem, brother of our Lord, martyr (d. c. 62) 

 Saturday 24th October - United Nations, inaugurated 1945 
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