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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal                         p.3                              

people of the Eora Nation  

 All Saints Day                            p.6 

 New Offertory Envelopes        p.9 

 Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 4)                  p.12                       

- by Kerin Brown 

 Introducing St Paul’s New Coat of Arms                       p.16 

 Entangled in our very being                                           p.25 

            And Much More... 

   Sunday, 1 November 2020         

Welcome to worship 

The Solemnity of All Saints    

8.00am     Holy Eucharist 

9.30am    Procession & Parish Sung Festive Eucharist 

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语

传统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Our parish’s patron is St 

Paul the Apostle who was 

one of the early Church’s 

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he                     

visited communities                     

located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in 

Asia Minor proclaiming the 

good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  

In his first letter to the 

Church at Corinth, Paul 

tells how he handed on the 

tradition of the Last Supper 

to them and it is this sacred 

meal that we share which 

makes us one with Jesus 

and with the Church, both              

living and departed, today. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings      Year A    Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist            for next Sunday 

Revelation 7.9-17                   The First Reading        Joshua 24.1-3a,14-25                              

Ps 34.1-10,22                           The Psalm               Ps 78.1-7                                                    

1 John 3.1-3                          The Epistle         1 Thessalonians 4.9-18                                              

Matthew 5.1-12                    The Gospel           Matthew 25.1-13 
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ALL SAINTS DAY 

During the year the Church celebrates one by one the feasts of the 

saints. Today she joins them all in one festival. In addition to those whose 

names she knows, she recalls in a magnificent vision all the others "of all 

nations and tribes standing before the throne and in sight of the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands, proclaiming Him 

who redeemed them in His Blood." 

The feast of All Saints should inspire us with tremendous hope. Among 

the saints in heaven are some whom we have known. All lived on earth 

lives like our own. They were baptized, marked with the sign of faith, 

they were faithful to Christ's teaching and they have gone before us to 

the heavenly home whence they call on us to follow them. The Gospel of 

the Beatitudes, read today, while it shows their happiness, shows, too, the 

road that they followed; there is no other that will lead us whither they 

have gone. 

"The Commemoration of All Saints" was first celebrated in the East. The 

feast is found in the West on different dates in the eighth century. The  

Roman Martyrology mentions that this date is a claim of fame for               

Gregory IV (827-844) and that he extended this observance to the whole 

of Christendom; it seems certain, however, that Gregory III (731-741) 

preceded him in this. At Rome, on the other hand, on May 13, there was 

the annual commemoration of the consecration of the basilica of St.                

Maria ad Martyres (or St. Mary and All Martyrs). This was the former 

Pantheon, the temple of Agrippa, dedicated to all the gods of paganism, 

to which Boniface IV had translated many relics from the catacombs. 

Gregory VII transferred the anniversary of this dedication to 1st                              

November. 

Things we could do on this great Feast Day: 

• Visit the cemetery or grave of departed loved ones and to                

remember them in prayer. 

• Spend a little time after the Eucharist thanking God for all the                        

unnamed saints, some of whom could be our own relatives. 
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• Take time to light a Votive Candle in thanksgiving and prayer for all 

of God’s saints. 

• Have s special family meal to honour the faithful departed members 

of your family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are all well. 

As of the 23rd of October, the limit on the number of people allowed to                          

attend places of worship and religious gatherings will be 300 people 

whilst still observing the one person per four square metre rule. ST Paul’s 

is able to seat 130 people on this basis. St Paul’s has registered with the 

NSW Government as a COVID-Safe business.  

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-

rules 

News from around St Paul’s 
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Congregational singing is not permitted for the time being but the 

words will be included in the Order of Service so that Parishioners can 

hum the words. 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been                  

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all who 

attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing,               

physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has  been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to.                                        

4.Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m Service 

and physical distancing and hygiene protocols will be observed. Those 

attending our morning tea need to be seated and not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                 

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 a.m. 

If the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming   high holy days we will be observing: 

 All Saints’ Day, Today, Sunday 1st of November; 

 All Souls’ Day on Monday 2nd of November; 
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 Christ the King on Sunday     

22nd of November. 

We will make plans for Advent and 

Christmas closer to the time when 

we know what we are dealing with 

in terms of permitted numbers and 

space required. 

I hold each of you in my prayers 

every day and I look forward to 

seeing you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                             

James 

New Offertory Envelopes  

The new series of Offertory                            

Envelopes begin TODAY – there 

are plenty of sets of Envelopes 

available to collect as you leave 

Church today. 

The Offertory Envelope is a sys-

tematic way to give regularly to the 

work of our Church – it is also an 

act of worship as we offer it in the 

Plate each week where it if 

“offered” at the Altar, together with 

the bread and wine of the                                        

Eucharist.  

 

 

 

Mosaic Workshops 

The mosaic project is part of the 

150th Anniversary of the Church 

and has been designed by Susan-

na Mills for the tower porch. The 

design has been finalized and we 

are now creating.  

DATES: Mosaic workshops started 

on Thursday 24th September.  

DAYS:  Every Thursday and Friday 

until the mosaic floor is completed 

and installation ready.   

TIMES: Workshops to run from 

11am to 2pm  

PLACE: Large hall 

VOLUNTEERS: If you are interest-

ed in being involved in this project 

please contact Pam 9747 

3619/0402547892 or email                                               

pambrock@hotmail.com.  

Community Choir to Resume  

Community Choir recommences on 

Tuesday 10th November at 5.30pm 

in the Small Hall. 

New members welcome. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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Thank You from the Trading 

Table 

Thank you for supporting the          

Trading Table by buying or               

donating fresh goods for sale. It 

has been encouraging with the           

results making $172.60 last Sunday, 

we excelled ourselves! Along with 

the Saturday Trading Table last     

Saturday we made $1040.60.  

Please keep checking what we 

have each week. Tubes of hand 

sanitizer are still available at a     

special price of $5 a tube or 2 for 

$8. We have new unisex and           

children’s socks $5 each. 

There is a good selection of                

marmalades (citrus, Seville orange, 

Grapefruit, Lemon, Lime &                

combination of both, Mandarin, 

Cumquat, some with liquor),                   

Butters (Lemon, Lime, combination 

of both and with passion fruit, 

grapefruit, citrus) Strawberry & 

apple, raspberry & apple,                     

Blueberry, rhubarb, apricot and 

passionfruit & Plum jams, Quince 

jelly, Crab Apple jelly, honey, not 

to mention the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type 

of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to 

make it for you. 

MASKS: There is a couple of beau-

tiful homemade masks available at 

$5 each. They have been very             

popular  

St Paul’s Torches are still available 

$2 each 

St Paul’s Christmas cards will also 

be available for purchase 

Plants: Herbs parsley, rosemary 

available for $2 each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 

each plus more each week 

There are some books people 

might be interested in if you are 

looking for something during 

these pandemic times as well as 

children’s books. They are $1 each. 

Is anyone interested in vinyl rec-

ords of Gilbert & Sullivan or oper-

as, please speak to Pam about 

them. 

Check out the DVD’s available $1 

each 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service 

would like some jams/marmalades 

please contact Pam and she will 

organize them for you to collect. 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 4) 

by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  They 

are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the  presence of the 

divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                     

There are a number of Saint Catherines.  The Catherine in our window is St 

Catherine of Alexandria.  This Catherine was a princess who became a Chris-

tian at the age of 14.  The Emperor Maxentius wanted to marry her but she 

chose to remain a bride of Christ instead.   She went to Maxentius to plead for 

the Christians who he was persecuting.  He demanded that she give up her 

faith or be tortured and killed.  She chose the latter.  She is most often depict-

ed with a wheel – Maxentius threatened to torture her on one, but instead she 

was beheaded in 305.  She is a princess, so she wears a crown.  In her left hand 

she holds a sword, a symbol of martyrdom. In her right she holds a book, some 

say to commemorate the converts she gained for Christianity through teach-

ing.  In our window, it looks like a music book (see detail), so maybe it's to cel-

Saint Catherine - South Wall 
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ebrate her love of music!?  Wait, that’s 

St Cecilia… But it’s definitely Cathe-

rine – you can see her wheel in the 

bottom left hand corner. And she has 

the long flowing hair of a young girl.  

But like Agnes last week, this saint has 

a rather masculine, older face, and 

manly hands (see detail). 

Modern scholars think that this Cathe-

rine is actually based on the life of the 

young pagan woman Hypatia who was 

murdered, but the roles of Christians 

and pagans have been reversed. 

Catherine was a very popular saint in 

the late Middle Ages. Legend says she 

prayed before her execution that 

Christ would grant people petitions 

when they called on his name through 

her, asking  for help against pestilence, 

famine, illness and calamities.  By the 

14th century Catherine had been 

named one of the fourteen Holy Help-

ers.  People prayed for the Holy Help-

ers to intercede for them with God. 

My husband Paul and I had a wonder-

ful afternoon in the Salzburg Museum 

enjoying the religious art.  There was a 

handy book available to enhance our 

viewing, basically a What Saint Is That? 

with information on plumage and 

calls.  We found out which saint had a 

lion (Jerome), which had an ox (Luke), 

which was afflicted with arrows 

(Sebastian) etc.  I find iconography 

fascinating.   

This window was one of two commis-

sioned by St Paul’s first organist 

George Lindsay Thompson in memory 

of his wife Agnes.  Saints Agnes and 

Catherine, two young female virgin 

martyrs, are often depicted alongside 

each other in windows. 

https://

www.christianiconography.info/

catherine.html 

 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Par-

ish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by 

Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

 

 

Saint Catherine - Detail  

https://www.christianiconography.info/catherine.html
https://www.christianiconography.info/catherine.html
https://www.christianiconography.info/catherine.html
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TRADING TABLE TREATS 

We have decided to cancel the Trading Table Treats for the last week end in 
October as we were placing too much pressure on our wonderful cooks. 

 

But we will be selling Christmas Hampers to St Paul’s parishioners on                     
November 29th. They will cost $25 and be by order only. Orders will close on 
15th November and each hamper will need to be paid for by 15th. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone would like to volunteer to make any of the above products or any 
other Christmas fare please speak with Rosemary. 

  

TRADING TABLE TREATS 

  

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

  

$25 each 

or $30 with a 187ml bottle of shiraz cabinet 

  

Order on or before 15th November 

  

  

Note Hampers may not be identical but they will contain a                
selection of home made goodies: 

  

A small Christmas Cake and a small Pudding, Long Life Pouring 
Custard, Shortbread, White Christmas, Rum Balls, Ginger Bread 
Biscuits, Fruit mince, brandied fruits, home made jam, cakes, 
slices and biscuits. Lots of little luxuries for Christmas. 

  

Some gluten free alternatives will be available if you ask upon 
ordering. 
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Foster Carers needed 

Dear Ministry team at St Paul’s                

Burwood, 

My name is Jill Wrathall and I work 

for the Burdekin Association sup-

porting homeless children and 

young people across Sydney who 

are unable to live at home and 

need a new, safe, caring environ-

ment. 

The Burdekin Association has been 

working with children needing                     

Carers and homeless youth for over 

40 years on the Northern Beaches. 

Our service has recently expanded 

to Sydney’s Inner West.  

There are growing numbers of                  

children aged  9-17 years living in                 

hotels/motels because there aren’t 

enough Carers who are trained and 

ready to care for these young peo-

ple who aren’t able to live at home 

through no fault of their own.                       

As a  society, we need to address 

this issue that is right on our door-

step and give these children a sup-

portive home  environment. Surely 

we have people in our community 

who might consider being a Carer 

– either short-term or long-term.   

 

 

The Burdekin Association has              

recently set up an office in Marrick-

ville and are keen to hear from 

people aged 25+ who either have 

their own home or would like to 

live in a Burdekin property in Syd-

ney’s Inner West and be trained as 

a Carer to care for a young person 

aged 9-17 years.  

You can be single or a couple and 

can have a job outside the home. 

You can become a Carer for the 

short-term or long-term. You will 

have a heart for young people and 

be keen to provide a supportive 

environment for an adolescent who 

has no place to call home. Most of 

our young people don’t have signif-

icant behavioural issues but just 

need a calm, happy home environ-

ment with people who genuinely 

care for them.  

If this sounds like something you’d 

be interested to find out more 

about, please contact the Burdekin 

Association’s Out of Home Care 

Manager, Jill Wrathall on                     

0422 539 993 or you could follow 

the link about Becoming a Carer 

on the Burdekin Association’s        

website. It is: https://

www.burdekin.org.au/become-

carer/ 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry  

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  19th October - 25th October                    

and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory:$1595                                                               

≈ Parish Pantry: $325                                             

≈ Donation for repairing lights & 

locks :$2500                                                                   

≈Building Fund Donation: $10 

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $4430 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Great Southern Nights concerts  

Spencer White studio gallery              

located at 6 BourKe street, 

Woolloomooloo is hosting 2              

concerts: 

CONCERT I -                               

Wednesday 25 November :5-8 pm 

“Opera and Art at StudioW. 

Woolloomooloo  

Selections from Opera Reper-

toire .. 

Laura Scandizzo - Soprano                                                                                                       

Sitiveni Talei - Bass                                                                                                                          

Kent McIntosh- Tenor                                                                                                            

Bradley Gilchrist - Piano“ 

CONCERT II -                                          

Friday 27/11/2020 5-8pm 

Jazz and Art at StudioW 

Woolloomooloo  

Loretta Palmeiro | Soprano                                                                                                   

Saxophone                                                                                                                               

Mark Isaacs  | Piano                                                                                                                           

'Oceans of Now'  

Loretta Palmeiro and Mark Isaacs 

compose their music together on 

the spot, in real time, and without 

any safety net or roadmap.                     

 

Demonstrating how music can                            

elegantly respond to change, the  

duo draws on intuition, imagina-

tion and innovation as they take                         

listeners on a remarkable and 

evolving voyage. The results can 

be delicate, furious or passionate: 

proof that unpredictability can be 

a beautiful journey even when the 

destination is unknown. Their                   

music navigates through all  

boundaries between jazz, classical 

music, new music and many other 

genres. 

Exhibition viewing 5-6 pm 

Concert 6-7.30 pm 

Only 20 Tickets ($30)will be                       

available from 1/11/2020  for each 

concert via studioW 

Woolloomooloo webpage / sticky 

tickets. 

If unsuccessful -Please put your 

email on the webpage mailing list 

for future events. 

 OUTDOORS…  
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 Revelation 7.9-17; Psalm 34.1-10, 22; 

 1 John 3.1-3; Matthew 5.1-12 

In Matthew’s Gospel significant events in Jesus’ life occur 

on mountains, his temptation, the feeding of the 4 000, the 

Transfiguration, his arrest, and his final commissioning of 

his followers. 

Today we remember the countless unrecognised saints who lived out the life 

of faith in Jesus and many of whom gave their lives for him.  

 We give thanks for the unbroken chain of Christian saints through the 

ages without whose witness we would not experience the grace of Christ.   

 May God help us to examinee our lives and be inspired by the saints in 

more closely following our Lord. Amen. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of 

Myanmar 

Text:  The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

 READ AND INWARDLY DIGEST…  

Pope Francis pushes new boundaries and expresses                        

support for same-sex civil unions 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-10-22/pope-gives-thumbs-up-to-same-

sex-civil-unions/12800600 

Pope Francis has broken with tradition in a new documentary released 

this week by expressing support for same-sex civil unions, in some of 

the clearest language he has used in relation to the rights of LGBTQ 

people.  

"Homosexual people have a right to be in a family," he says in the              

documentary, Francesco, by Oscar-nominated director Evgeny                         

Afineevsky.  



24 

"They are children of God and have a right to a family. Nobody should 

be thrown out or be made miserable over it.  

"What we have to create is a civil union law. That way they are legally 

covered. I stood up for that," he said. 

When he was archbishop of Buenos Aires, Pope Francis opposed                      

legislation to approve same sex marriage but supported legal                            

protections for the rights of gay couples. 

Papal biographer Austen Ivereigh told Reuters that the Pope's comments 

in the film were some of the clearest language the pontiff has used on 

the subject since his election in 2013. 

Attitude has 'massively changed' 

The Pope, who early in his papacy made the now-famous "Who am I to 

judge?" remark about homosexuals trying to live a Christian life, spoke 

in a section of the film about Andrea Rubera, a gay man who with his 

partner adopted three children. 

Mr Rubera says in the film that he went to a morning Mass at the Pope's 

Vatican residence and gave him a letter explaining his situation. 

He told the Pope that he and his partner wanted to bring the children up 

as Catholics in the local parish but did not want to cause any trauma for 

the children.  

Mr Rubera says the Pope telephoned him several days later, telling him 

he thought the letter was "beautiful" and urging the couple to introduce 

their children to the parish but to be ready for opposition. 

"His message and his advice was really useful because we did exactly 

what he told us. It's the third year that they [the children] are on a spiritu-

al path in the parish," Mr Rubera says in the film. 

"He didn't mention what was his opinion about my family so [I think] he 

is following the doctrine on this point but the attitude towards people 

has massively changed," he says. 
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The Catholic Church teaches that homosexual tendencies are not sinful 

but homosexual acts are. It teaches that homosexuals should be treated 

with dignity.  

In 2013, Pope Francis said it was not his place to judge homosexuals and 

they should not be marginalised, but he also condemned the gay lobby 

as a "serious problem". 

The remarks — made to journalists as he flew back to Rome from a trip 

to Brazil — appeared to be more conciliatory towards homosexuals than 

his predecessor Benedict XVI. 

"If someone is gay and seeks the Lord with good will, who am I to 

judge?" he said. 

"The problem is not having this orientation, it is lobbying. That's the most 

serious problem I think." 

Entangled in our very being 

Frances Ward contemplates humanity’s connection with a fragile 

world — and the grace of God 

ENTANGLEMENT: a word used to describe the fate of an increasing num-

ber of minke and humpbacked whales, porpoises, and dolphins now 

swimming the coasts of the UK. These giant ocean creatures have all 

been found snared in fishing gear in recent years, tangled up and dying, 

in nets and lines that kill. 

Entanglement is a word of metaphorical power to capture the hopeless, 

helpless state of political and economic structures and systems which fail 

to address the climate chaos of extreme storm, flood and fire, trees                  

diseased, plastic everywhere. 

How do we cope with that sense of being entangled in distress and deep 

grief that God’s creation is so threatened? An obvious reaction is to turn 

from macro-questions to micro-management — and so we become                   

entangled in minutiae, trivial concerns, left-hemisphere processes and 

procedures. Our hands, soul, mind, heart, and strength — tied. 
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The sense of entanglement points in other directions, though, more        

positive ones. 

In the 1930s, Erwin Schrödinger described a strange phenomenon,                    

noticing that particles, when connected, became matter. Separated 

again, even at great distances of time and space, the connection is main-

tained, with each particle mirroring the other exactly and instantaneous-

ly. Schrödinger coined the word “entanglement” in a letter to Einstein. 

Andrew Briggs and his colleagues, Oxford quantum physicists, describe 

it thus: 

 “Each atom . . . has a hard nugget in the centre — the nucleus — and                 

flying or swirling or vibrating around this nucleus is a cloud or a                        

vibrance of electrons. 

“We say ‘cloud’ because each electron does not orbit the nucleus like a 

planet orbiting the Sun, but rather enfolds the nucleus all at once, like a 

soufflé around a grain of sugar. We say ‘vibrance’ because this cloud is 

not vague but precisely tuned, exhibiting the most precise vibrations in 

nature, and causing a kind of super-conduction of electric current 

around each nucleus. 

Andrew Briggs, Hans Halvorson, Andrew Steane It Keeps me Seeking: 

The invitation from science, philosophy and religion, OUP, 2018; p. 85) 

 Entanglement describes a universe that is ultimately mysterious, with 

particles echoing, resonating with others, in myriad relation, a metaphor 

of participation in space and time. 

Briggs again: “Quantum entanglement offers us, if we can appreciate it 

correctly, another metaphor [that] illustrates some of the themes that 

Trinitarian theology affirms. . . In a three-part quantum entangled state 

there are three physical entities that contribute some of their properties 

independently, but which also exhibit an inseparable nature, such that 

some properties of the whole cannot be assigned individually to the 

parts, but exhibit purely a correlation or mutuality between the parts.               

(p. 112/3) 
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THE Trinitarian God is a profound connection and vibrancy in ways anal-

ogous to how particles exist in entangled relation. God incarnate as Je-

sus Christ, moving as Holy Spirit to draw order from chaos, where all 

creation comes together, in deep harmony within time and space, in 

which God intimately creates, universally loves, entangling humanity 

within the world around. 

Entanglement: a soufflé, a cloud. The 14th-century spiritual classic of 

apophatic theology, The Cloud of the Unknowing, was written in times 

neither peaceful nor contemplative — when war waged in England, 

Scotland, across Europe; when the Church was in captivity and schism; 

when plague raged uncontrolled. 

The author describes entering the cloud, the “divine dark”, where the 

person seeks to be united with God, beyond reason, in ways inexpressi-

ble by language. To be known by God within this cloud is to live, entan-

gled in hope, love, and lament, where there is always more to know and 

not know in deep connection with the generative power of the natural 

world, community, and God: 

“And therefore shape thee to bide in this darkness as long as thou may-

est, evermore crying after him whom thou lovest. For if ever thou shalt 

see him or feel him, as it may be here, it must always be in this cloud and 

in this darkness. And if thou wilt busily travail as I bid thee, I trust in his 

mercy that thou shalt come thereto.” 

(The Cloud of Unknowing, by An English Mystic of The Fourteenth Cen-

tury, with a commentary on the Cloud by Fr Augustine Baker OSB, edited 

by Abbot Justin McCann, Monk of Ampleforth, London Burns Oates, 

[1924], 1952; p. 8) 

 This work encourages us to abide in the cloud of unknowing, in the 

darkness of uncertainty and anxiety, and not try to escape, allowing 

God’s grace to find us there. The cloud of God’s grace reminds us that 

we are entangled in creation, the world around, other peoples and na-

tions. To realise this is to live and participate differently, tuning our lives 

to the deep song of God’s creation. 
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Entanglement offers rich grounds for contemplation to inspire and           

sustain the necessary activism we need to change the consumerist habits 

of our generation. To participate in the cloud is to resist the market forces 

that commodify lives. 

It is to journey from the intense pain of despair, through lament, to fierce 

hope that seeks to discern the grace of God in the darkness and the 

cloud of current times. It is to lament the passing of taken-for-granted 

normalities and to find the hope to live the moment as richly as possible 

— like there’s no tomorrow. 

 The Very Revd Frances Ward is a former Dean of St Edmundsbury, now a 

parish priest in Cumbria, writer, and a speaker at the Green Christian 

festival (23-25 October). Her latest book, Like There’s No Tomorrow:                

Climate crisis, eco-anxiety and God, is published by Sacristy Press. 

Laity report seeks to expunge old habits 
Authors ask why there is still a leaning towards clericalism 

UNLESS the church stops being defined as the building, the ministry of 

lay people will not flourish, a new report suggests. 

The report Kingdom Calling: The vocation, ministry, and discipleship of the 

whole people of God, published on Tuesday by the Faith and Order Com-

mission, offers an in-depth examination of the part played by the laity, 

historically and in scripture, and asks why a succession of church reports 

over more than half a century have failed to correct the Church’s leaning 

towards clericalism. 

“Why has the culture proved so difficult to shift when there is no obvious 

argument being put forward in favour of the status quo?” the report asks. 

The Bishop of Coventry, Dr Christopher Cocksworth, who chairs the Faith 

and Order Commission, argues that this latest report is a new kind of 

contribution. 

“Kingdom Calling is a rather different kind of text, aiming to ‘enrich 

the theology’ by addressing half-hidden habits of thought that inhibit the 

realisation of our theological ideals about the vocation, ministry, and              

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/laitylay-ministry
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/laitylay-ministry
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/ministry
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/bishop-of-coventry
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/theology
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discipleship of all God’s people.” 

The last of the reports was the Archbishops’ Council’s Setting God’s                

People Free, published in 2017, which sought to “empower, liberate and 

disciple” the laity (News, 27 January 2017). Although Kingdom Calling is 

respectful of Setting God’s People Free, it points out that this, too, could 

feed into the idea of the church as a building, with its talk of “gathering” 

and “sending”. 

“The risk is that the strength of association between church and place 

makes it easy to hear such language as making a distinction between        

being gathered into the church and being sent out from the church — 

with the clear implication that it is in gathering that the church is most 

truly at home and most truly itself.” 

This misunderstanding has been promoted by secularists and individual-

ists, the report suggests, seeking to define the church only as what goes 

on in the building, or, at most, private piety or work of a social nature. 

Consequently, those who order life in the building — predominantly the 

clergy — achieve an elevated status, and clericalism continues to thrive. 

In contrast, the report says: “The church as gathered by and in God is not 

defined by geographical or social boundaries; while the church as sent 

by God always travels in divine company and never moves away from its 

divine origin.” 

Drawing on statistics gathered in a separate lay-ministry data project, the 

report notes there are now at least 1300 different job titles used in the C 

of E for various forms of lay minister. 

All Christians have multiple overlapping vocations, it says: to particular 

positions in society; to specific relationships with others; and as ministers 

in Christ’s Church. The implication that those with a vocation must end up 

as priests, monks, or missionaries must be finally put to bed, the authors 

say. 

In its place, the C of E should consider how discernment works with lay 

vocations, given the importance that it places on the discernment                 

process for those with a calling to the priesthood. This could include     

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/archbishops-council
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2017/27-january/news/uk/new-report-calls-for-shift-in-attitude-towards-laity
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/religious-lifemonasticism
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opportunities for counsel, retreat, and mentoring. 

Similarly, the spiritual disciplines and rule of life required of the clergy 

and those in religious orders should be expected of lay Christians, too. 

“All Christians share in the one ministry of the church and are ministers 

of Christ in that sense, with a common responsibility for using the gifts 

given to them for the building up of the one body,” the authors write. 

The authors of Kingdom Calling are not openly critical of the Renewal 

and Reform project. They maintain, however, that the C of E must avoid 

a model of leadership which plucks out a few, trains them rigorously, 

and then concentrates power and authority in their hands, expecting 

them to implement sweeping change and to run an organisation. 

“It should . . . be expected that a variety of recognised and commis-

sioned lay ministries will be needed alongside ordained ministries in 

order for the Church in each place to respond to God’s call to share in 

God’s mission,” the report states. 

Lay ministry cannot simply be that which the Church turns to because it 

can no longer afford enough professional, ordained ministers, or when 

not enough people come forward to train as priests. 

Congregations that are not, instead, being regularly asked what minis-

terial vocation each member is called to are “failing in a fundamental 

duty”. 

“The calling of God’s people as a whole is a kingdom calling: called to 

be sign, instrument and foretaste of the kingdom, which extends over 

all creation.” 

Privatising Bondi beach would sound the death knell of 

Australia’s commitment to egalitarianism  

- By Luara Ferracioli,  

A proposal to rope off a small section of Bondi beach in order to offer 

customers capable and willing to pay $80 for a VIP beach experience 

has enraged commentators from different sides of the political divide in 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/renewal-and-reform
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/renewal-and-reform
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the past week. Commentators have 

emphasised that the proposal is “ 

un-Australian” — but there is a 

deeper concern here. COVID-19 

has ushered in a new era of                   

inequality and roping off Bondi 

beach will be a symbolic nail in the 

coffin in terms of our commitment 

to a fair go. 

One main concern since the COVID

-crisis reached Australia’s shores is 

that it has exacerbated old                   

inequalities, such as between the 

work conditions of high-skilled and 

low-skilled workers, the level of                           

vulnerability of those experiencing 

domestic violence and those                       

partaking in healthy intimate rela-

tionships, and the financial security 

of those with access to family 

wealth and those without. 

But the federal government’s                   

responses to COVID-19 have also 

created new inequalities.                          

Inequalities between those who 

qualify for JobMaker, JobSeeker or 

JobKeeper schemes because of age, 

residency, or nature of work con-

tract, and those who do not. Inequal-

ities between those who work in in-

dustries deemed valuable by the 

Morrison government — such as 

construction and mining — and 

those who work in childcare, tour-

ism, arts, and hospitality, which have 

not received the level of support 

they need. 

There are also new inequalities to 

come, such as inequalities relating 

to the HECS debt associated with 

choice of University degrees, and                        

inequalities that will flow from the 

tax cuts associated with Stage 3 of 

the government’s tax changes. 

This is why the Bondi proposal 

comes across as almost offensive to 

many Australians, and they are right 

to push back against it. But there are 

more subtle proposals being con-

sidered by local councils that would 

also limit equal access to the beach. 

For instance, discussions are under 

way about limiting access to car 

parks so as to minimise access on 

the part of those who are not local 

residents. Proposals such as these 

add insult to injury by implicitly         

accepting that the beach can also 

become a place where one’s             

postcode gives one a greater range 

of meaningful options for socialisa-

tion, exercise, and just enjoying the 

water in a hot day. 

This is not to deny that, depending 

on how things develop this summer, 

local councils will need to develop 

strategies for managing access to 
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public spaces, including beaches. But there are egalitarian ways of          

doing this, such as creating a roster system based on postcodes, which 

would also include the postcodes that border the beach. 

Some might respond that such   complicated system is not needed                   

because local councils have straightforward strategies available to them 

— such as minimising public transport, decreasing car park availability, 

and closing the beach after enough people have arrived. The problem is 

that all these strategies privilege local residents, and so engender one 

more inequality in our cities: the inequality between those wealthy 

enough to live close to the beach and those who could never afford to 

live in such postcodes. Given how much more unequal Australian society 

has become since the COVID-crisis began, protecting the beach from 

becoming one more site of inequality becomes particularly urgent. 

When put together, the greater level of inequalities facing Australia puts 

it at a key juncture. Australians can fall asleep at the wheel and suddenly 

find themselves much closer to deeply inegalitarian societies such as the 

United States. Australians should start pushing back at new attempts to 

further erode our commitment to a fair go. The beach is the Australian              

egalitarian institution par excellence — as anyone who has visited 

fenced, commodified, and privatised beaches in other parts of the world 

knows. Indeed, here in Australia every square meter of the beach is    

available to anyone, irrespective of level of income,   gender, ethnicity,               

visa status, age, and postcode. 

At a time when we seem to be heading for a society that is much less 

equal than it used to be, it does not hurt to have one public institution 

where we all truly stand in a position of equality with another. 
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Hillsong and C3 started in Australia — and now they're 

growing in popularity in Brazil 

- By Siobhan Hegarty for God Forbid 

Brazil is home to the world's largest Catholic population, but the rise of 

Pentecostalism is drawing young Brazilians away from traditional pews, 

and toward charismatic, "club-like" mega-churches. 

And according to Cristina Rocha, a Brazilian-born cultural anthropologist 

at Western Sydney University, Australia plays an important role in this 

trend.  

Over the past two decades, Professor Rocha has been researching the 

intersections between migration and religion, exploring why so many 

Brazilians travel to Australia.  

"More and more international students coming from Brazil have said, 'I 

came here because of Hillsong,'" she says. 

But Hillsong Church, which was established by husband and wife pastors 

Brian and Bobbie Houston in Sydney in 1983, isn't the only drawcard.  

Professor Rocha discovered that C3, Australia's second-largest Pentecos-

tal church, has also amassed a large Brazilian cohort.  

"[Both churches] focus on youth culture," she explains.  

"[Followers] can be who they are, they can have tattoos and piercings, 

they can dance and listen to secular music. They can drink in modera-

tion." 

Australia's religious export 

These attitudes, Professor Rocha says, are at odds with traditional Pente-

costal churches back in Brazil.  

"[They're] usually judgmental: 'You can't do this, you can't wear these 

clothes, you can't listen to secular music,'" she says. 

"What Hillsong and C3 say is, 'Once you're here, the Holy Spirit will 

change your life. It's not us — we're just humans like you.'" 
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Professor Rocha says many Brazilians — both students and pastors — 

who study at the churches' colleges or attend their conferences, are 

spreading this style of worship.  

"There is a circulation of Brazilians coming here then going back [to  

Brazil]," she says. 

"They bring these practices — the way Hillsong does church with lights 

in a dark room, and the clubbing experience — and the very informal 

way of relating the Bible to everyday events."  

C3 now has two branches in Brazil, while Hillsong has one in São Paulo, 

and Professor Rocha says several of the pastors received their training in 

Australia.  

Following in Catholic footsteps 

Decades before C3 and Hillsong set up their outposts in Brazil,                        

Australians from other denominations were spreading the Word in South 

America.  

One of these Australians was Father Paul Mahony, a Marist priest who     

arrived the capital Brasilia in 1985 and spent 18 years working in              

congregations throughout the country.  

"We went to live and work with the poorest people we could find," he  

recalls.  

Although Brazil was — and still is — a majority Catholic country, Father 

Mahony says the priesthood requires a high school certificate, so many 

locals were not qualified to lead their own parishes.  

He recalls being faced with a surprising level of violence. During his 

time in Brazil, homicide rates were some of the highest in the world

(external link).  

"[In São Paulo] we had the largest cemetery in South America near our 

parish," he says. 

"There were 30 burials a day, and the main cause of death was violence. 
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"In the time I was there, there'd be no child finishing primary school 

who didn't personally know somebody who'd been murdered." 

When the spiritual becomes political  

For Brazilian-born Gabriela Cabral da Rocha Weiss, who is now studying 

social work in Australia, this prevalence of violence explains why so 

many Brazilians look to a higher power.  

"Sometimes the only hope people have is religion, because there's pov-

erty, violence and inequality," she says. 

Ms Cabral da Rocha Weiss, however, is neither Catholic nor Pentecostal. 

She was raised in the minority religion known as Spiritism.  

It was founded in 19th century by a French educator, who wrote under 

the pen name Allan Kardec, and gained a following in Brazil. According 

to the country's 2010 Census, there were 3.8 million members(external 

link).  

"Spiritists believe in God and Jesus Christ," she says. 

"They believe that we incarnate multiple times to develop our moral[ity] 

and our intellect, and whatever you did in past incarnations will impact 

your future."  

Although Ms Cabral da Rocha Weiss no longer practises today, she ap-

preciates the moral framework and comfort that religion offers many in 

Brazil.  

But she says faith has become increasingly politicised, especially by the 

country's right-wing president Jair Bolsonaro, who identifies as a            

Catholic, but has strong support from Evangelical and Pentecostal                   

voters. 

"What is so contradictory [is that] Bolsonaro believes, supports and 

wants dictatorship back — so violence and killing — and at the same 

time he pictures himself as this person that God sent to save Brazil," she 

says. 
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"I believe that religion mixed with 

politics — in a country where 

there's no good education,              

everything's so expensive, salaries 

are so low — can be a very                

dangerous mix, and it can be taken 

advantage of, like Bolsonaro is         

doing."  

Ever-evolving faith 

While President Bolsonaro is        

popular amongst many religious 

voters, Professor Rocha says his 

leadership is dividing Christians, 

often within denominations.  

"There has been a rift within all 

these major religions between the 

far-right conservative wings of 

these religions versus the               

progressives," she says.  

"We have seen the more                 

conservative Opus Dei Catholics 

[working] with the very                   

conservative Pentecostals, as much 

as we have seen progressive         

Pentecostals working together with 

progressive Catholics and               

Spiritists."  

Professor Rocha acknowledges that 

while Brazil's religious                       

demography has changed under 

the leadership of Bolsonaro, the 

transformation of faith is endemic 

to this country.  

When the Portuguese colonisers 

arrived in Brazil in 1500, they 

brought Catholicism. Simultane-

ously, through the slave trade,        

religious practices from Africa also 

came to Brazil.  

According to Professor Rocha, 

these religious traditions melded 

with the pre-existing spiritual      

practices of Indigenous Brazilians. 

"Catholicism in Brazil is divided, 

even today, between Roman             

Catholicism — the hierarchical 

Church — and popular                      

Catholicism, with the cult of the 

saints, the myriad miracles,             

healings and pilgrimages," she 

says. 

"This popular Catholicism is mixed 

with Indigenous religion,               

Shamanism, animism and African 

practices of veneration of                        

ancestors, spirit incorporation,          

divination.  

"As people move, ideas move, 

practices move and religions 

change as well." 
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The virus of tyranny is alive and growing — and there's no 

permanent vaccine 

- By international affairs analyst Stan Grant 

Whoever wins the US presidential election will likely not triumph                             

because of coronavirus.  

The pandemic is not among the top three issues on the minds of                     

Americans, according to the Pew Research Centre. First is the economy, 

then health care (not COVID-related) and then the make-up of the                

Supreme Court.  

Coronavirus is the fourth most pressing concern in this election and it 

matters more to Democrat voters than Republican.  

It makes sense. Despite the tragedy of more than 225,000 dead and 8.6 

million infections, there are 328 million people in the US. Most have no 

personal experience of the virus. 

According to some estimates, COVID-19 is not among the top 10 killers 

in the world this year. The majority of people who contract coronavirus 

successfully recover and many experience no symptoms.  

The coronavirus crisis is not unprecedented, nor a once in a century 

event. 

The Asian flu of the 1950s killed more than a million people worldwide. 

An estimated 35 million people have died from the AIDS virus since it 

was first identified. Just a decade ago, H1N1 (swine flu) spread far more 

widely — albeit less lethally — than COVID-19, with some studies show-

ing it infected more than a billion people worldwide. 

That is not to deny or downplay the risks of coronavirus: It is highly con-

tagious and threatening especially to the elderly or vulnerable. To battle 

the virus, entire societies have gone into lockdown and the global econ-

omy has been devastated. 

But beyond the numbers, personal tragedies and economic hardship — 

or the debates about who has the most successful mitigation strategy — 
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COVID-19 haunts us. 

The fear of viruses infects our collective memory 

The French philosopher Jacques Derrida coined the term "hauntology" 

to describe how the past hovers over our present like a ghost. 

Buried in our collective memory is the fear of viruses. Throughout                       

history plague and disease have obliterated societies. The 1918 Spanish 

Flu outbreak killed more people than World War I. 

In our fear, we weaken our immunity to another virus that also preys on 

anxiety and vulnerability. This virus is a killer too, it has been with us 

throughout human history and there is no permanent vaccine. 

It is the virus of tyranny and it is alive and growing in our world now. 

To fight coronavirus we have had to surrender our freedom; we have 

done it willingly and on balance, for good cause. We have saved lives. 

But we have to be alert to the creeping intrusion of state control into our 

lives. History tells us freedom lost is hard to regain. 

Freedom was in retreat well before COVID-19. As part of the war on             

terror, western democracies have eroded civil liberties. In a growing 

number of countries, would-be autocratic strongmen have seized power; 

rule of law and freedom of expression and free press have been wound 

back. 

Technology has invaded our privacy; foreign governments meddle in 

elections and fake news makes it harder to know who to trust or what to 

believe. 

The virus of tyranny has already found itself in the bloodstream of                    

liberal democracies. 

Exploiting the fear of outsiders 

Tyrants through the ages have exploited the fear of viruses to justify or 

incite the most barbarous crimes against humanity. They use the                              

language of germ warfare. 
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Joseph Stalin's henchman Vyacheslav Molotov said enemies needed to 

"be isolated" or "society would have been infected". Heinrich Himmler 

sent millions to the Nazi gas chambers calling his victims "a bacterium", 

a "sepsis" that needed to be cauterised. 

Adolf Hitler called the holocaust a "surgical procedure" to rid Europe of 

the "Jewish disease". 

Comparisons to the Nazis are wisely avoided and Donald Trump is not 

Adolf Hitler. But Trump exploited fear of outsiders, promising to build a 

wall to keep out illegal Mexican immigrants who he said were bringing 

"tremendous infectious diseases" across the US border. 

In China, the Communist Party has locked up a million Uighur Muslims in 

re-education — or brainwashing — camps, saying they are "infected by 

an ideological illness".  

According to a Communist Party audio recording, the Uighur population 

is a malignant tumour that must be cut out. 

Two years after World War II, the writer Albert Camus published his               

novel The Plague, about a rat-borne disease that forces an entire city into 

lockdown. 

It was an allegory of authoritarianism. When the plague receded, Camus 

warned that "the bacillus never dies for good". He wrote that the virus 

"slumbers ... until one day it will rouse up again". 

COVID-19 may have found the perfect host 

Philosopher Michel Foucault also made the link between the plagues of 

the 17th century and authoritarian control. Behind state imposed                  

discipline, Foucault wrote, "can be read the haunting memory of                        

contagions". 

One of the world's leading thinkers, Bernard Henri Levy, says we need to 

heed the warnings of Foucault. In his latest book The Virus in the Age of 

Madness, Levy stresses that when the virus passes we must quickly put 

away the masks and return to shaking hands or we will lose some                    

essence of what it is to be human. 
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He supports compliance with health protocols to deal with this                  

emergency but is sceptical of deferring to "experts" or "science" — as if 

there is just one scientific community and one scientific opinion. 

The "scientific community", he says, is "riven with fault-lines ... Petty    

jealousies, esoteric disputes". Levy writes that we should follow the                 

advice of "those who know" the same way that we heed the advice of any 

experts: "Not blindly." 

Scientific truth, he cautions, is never more than a "corrected mistake". 

Like Foucault or Camus, Levy warns of the dangers of the "virus of                   

tyranny" and the need to balance freedom against the necessity to fight 

the pandemic.  

He says health can become an obsession — what he calls a "doctrine of 

hygienics": "All social and political problems are reduced to infections 

that must be treated; and the will to cure becomes the paradigm of                

political action". 

After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, the world rejoiced at the "triumph 

of liberal democracy". Thirty years later, democracy is in retreat, and               

authoritarianism is on the rise. China is fast approaching an authoritarian 

superpower. 

That coronavirus came out of China adds to our fear and vulnerability. 

COVID-19 forms part of a perfect storm of decades of terrorism, war,             

instability and economic strife that has battered our world. 

The world is haunted by contagion and tyranny; both play on our             

deepest fears, each feeding into the other. In COVID-19, tyranny may 

have found a perfect host.  

To beat the disease we've all, to some degree, had to become a little 

more authoritarian. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to pray for he Church of 

the Province of West Africa, For The 

Most Revd Dr Jonathan Bau-Bau 

Bonaparte Hart - Primate & 

Metropolitan, Church of the Province of 

West Africa; Archbishop of the Internal 

province of West Africa and Bishop of 

Liberia and for all his clergy and 

people.  

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, especially for 

all those people who are imprisoned in 

their own self. May the Lord God help 

them to find the purpose and goal of 

their being.  

Pray for : Alf; Felicity Baker; Joyce 

Bannister; Anne B.; Kyle Budd; John 

Burns; Rosemary B.; June Cameron; 

Eddy; Simeon Felt; Anna Felt; Margaret 

Gilmour; Graeme; Margaret Hayes; 

Janelle; Enid Kell; Jessie Langenegger; 

Lily; Margaret; Kay McKinnon; David 

Morgan; Clive Norton; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Mark Palmer; Sophie Palmer; 

Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Diane 

Smith; John Sorensen; Margaret 

Stephenson; Jean Storey; David 

Thompson; Geoff Voller; Dora Whitway; 

Bob Woods 

 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.   

Pray, too, for, Patricia Jackson; Beryl 

Mary Jefferson; Neil Bryce Crawford; 

Claus Lilje; Doreen McKinley; Keith 

Alfred Jenkins; John Lynch; Naomi 

Rickersey; Ellen-Emma Barnsley; June 

Rose Betty Bayly; Robert McKenzie; 

Mavis Marie Wilkinson; Peter Laurence 

Harpley; Phyllis Lalleen Hope Lupton 

and for any others whose year’s mind 

falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Tuesday 3rd November - Richard Hooker, priest and teacher (d.1600) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

                      Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    

 

9747 4000 24 HOURS  7 DAYS 
  www.unityfunerals.com.au 

INDEPENDENT, AUSTRALIAN OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

